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by Lou Waite

Don and Patty Bogler once
ltved on Patchwork Farm. and
they were farmers and hog
producers. But like Old
McDonald, on that farm you
could find chickens, horses,
ponles, a pig named "Grunt”,
cows, calves, cats, dogs and
maybe a goat or two,

Also on that farm was Palty’s
small "hothouse”, where she
loved to grow her own
vegelables and flowers. "l have
lots of relatives,” she said with a
chuckle, "and they bought
everything that we didn't use.
Then the neighbors began to
stop by, and word spread until
we had others who wanted to
buy hothouse planis.”

"Yes," Don chimed In, "I added
a 24 x 27 frame greenhouse O
the barmn, and she soon had that
filled up! So then we
constructed a 22 x 50 hoop-
style greenhouse, and now are
planning o acdd on to the one
attached to the barn!”

The Boglers admitted that
their expansion Into a new
enlerprise was undoubtedly
influenced by the present
farm/ag economy. "We don't
ralse hogs any more,” Don sald,
“and we sold all of the farm
except 80 acres of pasture and
havland. We still have a cow-
calf operation, but that isn't all
that profitable right now.”

Like many farmers, Don has
a Job in Harlan. working for
Stowe Redl-Mix Company. And
the Boglers have renamed their
acreage. They and their horses,
ponles, chickens, pig, etc, ete.
now reside at My Nest
Greenhouse and Gardens.

In this writer's opinion, it is a
delightful place to visit. How
often does one see chickens
busily scratching about, while a
tabby cal sits nearby, grooming
herself in the sun? Where can
you find a friendly, potbeliied
pig, who thinks he is a dog? And
the dog doesn't mind sharing
the limelight??

Where can you find a
greenhouse, which Is filled with
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all the common flower and
vegetable plants, but also
spikes that are five feet tall?
And vines that hang from a hook
ten feet from the ground? "Just
for fun”, Palty keeps some

plants from season to season,
and lets them grow and thrive.

This winter, the Boglers
"babysat” a planter which
belongs to the SL Joseph
Church in Earling, The three
spikes in the planter grew to be
five feet tall or more, That pot
and another with plants equally
towering, now enhance SL
Boniface Church in Westphalia.
(SL. Joseph may have a struggle
getting them back!)

Patty planis seeds in
January, and keeps them under
grow-lights in the basement
They are moved to the
greenhouse when a certain size,
and kept there until ready for
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Don and Patty

Bogler In the area which will soon be

enlarged so that a ""cool room" may be added.

Patty Bogler's 'm;:bbby" has g-ro-wn into a full-time occupation. She is
the plants allowed to reach above-average growth, "just for fun.”

sale. CutUngs are also started in
special potling soll early In the
year. “The greenhouse takes a
lot of heat,” Don said, "but we
have a woodburner which Is
kept going all day, then at night,
an LP gas furnace Is activated.
Some plants, such as a number
of perennials, need a cooler
atmosphere, so they will stay
'stockier’. The new addition to
the barn Is planned to be a ‘cool
house’.”

Patty began by growing
house plants, because she liked
them. But she discovered there
was more demand for bedding
plants, so she began raising
them. "Pally was more practical,
though.” Don said with a grin,
"and said 'people have Lo eal!’ So
we combined the operation. We
have a nine-acre plot where we
grow vegetables, which we sell
at the farmer's markets In
Harlan and Denison.”

Patty noted that sweel cormn
is their biggest seller, with
potatoes a close second. They
also sell tomatoes, peppers,
cucumbers, ete., and this year
will “experiment” with growing
walermelon.

it has been seven years
since they decided to diversify
and expand. "It takes money,
and what profit we have has
gone back into the business.”
Don said, "But this year, for the

first time, we should see that
change!”

Palty, ever practical, dries
the flowers which do not sell,
and has found a ready market
for these. She hangs them In the
greenhouse, and lets the "alr
and mother nature” dry them.
She also grows varielies
specifically for this purpose.
Some of her attractive dried
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own with some of

flower arrangements enhance
their home decor.

The Boglers agreed that they
get a lot of self-satisfaction
from what they do, and they take
pleasure in seeing others

Spriﬁg 1999

"My Nest Greenhouse and Gardens'" began as a hobby

benefit from It. Don also does
landscaping, although "not on a
professional basis."

They have four daughters;
Anna, a sophomore at Harlan
Community Schools; Katrina,
an 8th grade student and Amy, a
fifth grader, both at St. Josephs
Parochial School In Earling; and
Hallie, who is in the third grade
at St. Mary’s Parochial School in
Panama. They are members of
4-H, carrying out projects
involving their two quarter
horses, and two Ponies of
America breed ponies.

Patty plays gultar for
Catholic Youth Organization
(CYO) masses, and the family is
active in church and community
affairs.

The Boglers represent the
farm families of today, who have
the ambition and the courage to
maintain the integrity of their
chosen lifestyle.

As Don so aptly stated, "You
have to keep Uying. Sometimes
it isn't what you choose to do,
but you learn to live with it.
We're happy with whal we do,
and that's something to be
thankful for. Not everybody can
say that"”

Not everybody, indeed!

My Nest Greenhouse Is found
at 1134 1600th Street, Harlan,
lowa, just ofl Highway 59, Watch
for the sign.

Harlan USDA Service Center

Has Moved!

The Natural Resources Conservation Service/Shelby
Counly SWCD/Farm Service Agency has moved to its
new location at 2519 Southwest Avenue in Harlan
See the map below for guidance,
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Christine Kloewer says "It's in the Tround, Inc." Is a project
which has brought her family closer together.

by Lou Waite established It's in the Ground,
Inc., a wholesale tree farm.

“We have had the idea since
199]." Christine said, "but It
wasn't until 1997 that we really
got It going. We planted 9,000
trees on 24 acres, and this year
are adding 5500 on an
additional 10 acres.”

She noted that growing thus
far are 25 varieties of shade
(deciduous) trees, and 20
omamental varieties. This year,
for the first time, they are

Christine (Wegner) Kloewer,
a native of the Panama area, has
a degree In landscape design
from Temple University in
Philadelphia. For eleven years,
she was employed with an
Omaha-based nursery firm. But
two years ago, she declded to
come back to the family farm
and plant something other then
the usual com and soybeans
Four of the six Wegner siblings

Dunlap

Farmers Co-op

Offers a full line of
products and services

FEED - FERTILIZER - CHEMICALS
FENCING SUPPLIES - REPAIRS
CUSTOM APPLICATION & GRINDING
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS
TIRES - BATTERIES - PARTS
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK
GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE,

FENCING SUPPLIES - REPAIRS
CUSTOM APPLICATION & GRINDING
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS
TIRES - BATTERIES - PARTS
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK
GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE,
DRYING AND HAULING
ON -THE-FARM TIRE REPAIR
AND MANY OTHER SERVICES

Elevator (712) 643-5342
Shop (712) 643-5993
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Shelby NRCS/SWCD

2519 Southwest Ave., Harlan, 51537-2331
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14,000
more to be added this year.

harvestng some of the larger
trees, "ball and burlaping” them,
and shipping them to
distributors. Christine, who is
also sales manager, contacted a
number of firms and found 15
which agreed to purchase the
trees on a wholesale basis. "It's
been a really busy spring.” she
sald, "with all the new planting
and the harvesting." Indeed, the
day of the interview, Christine
was photographed In her
“working clothes.”

Much of the besl advertising

trees like these had been planted on the farm when this photo was taken, with

is by "word of mouth”, and also
by setting up displays at trade
shows, Christine said. "These
annual shows are an excellent
place to get new ldeas, and also
receive a lot of exposure as a
producer.”

The original trees were
purchased in Oregon, Minnesolia
and lowa. Christine's brothers,
Robert and Steven Wegner,
basically take care of the field
work involved, with help from
her husband, Denis, Other
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Serving your financial needs
at two locations

Hours: Lobby 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs; 9-5 Fri.
Drive-Up, 8-4 Mon-Thurs., 8-6 Fri., 8-12 Sat.

Soldier, 884-2259
Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mon. - Fri, 8:30-11 Sat.
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Enterprise, hard work to be rewarded
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family members, such as sister
Kathy and her husband Jay
Frederickson, assist whenever
the need arises. Their parents,
Phil and Carol'Wegner, are
involved as well, on a daily basis

"People don't realize how
much work is involved, and how
many hours we spend at this."
Chris commented. "It couldn't be
done without all the family
cooperating. Actually. its a good
thing, for It brings the family
together. We are very open with
each other, and whenever there
is an Issue, we discuss It and
resolve it. We volce our concerns,
instead of harboring them. and
hold a ‘round table’ discussion
every two weeks.”

“IU's been a struggle, trying to
get this operation on ils feet,”
Chris said, then added with a
chuckle, “There's been no money
coming in, so no paycheck. But
this year we should start to
come full circle, and begin to see
the business as a true business,
not only a dream. Like the
pebble in the pool, the ripple
effect should set in!”

After a moment of reflection,
Chris summed it all up: "Yes, It's
been a lot of really hard work,
but when you see the benefit of
that effort, its better than
collecting a paycheck every two
weeks!™ With a smile, she added,
"l try to tell mysell that, anyway!"

Denis and Christine live in
Panama, where he Is a private
contractor, and owns One Ton
Welding, a mobile service. Denis
attended Northwestern lowa
Communily College in Sheldon,
and farmed for a number of
years. The Kloewers are
members of the Western Nursery
and Landscape Assoclation, and
the lowa and also Nebraska
Nursery and Landscape
Assoclation. They attend SL
Mary's Catholic Church in
Panama.
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habitat.

by Joe Schwartz
DNR Regilonal
Fisherles Supervisor

Anyone who has driven
through Prairie Rose State Park
in Shelby County this winter
probably noticed the size of the
lake has changed drastically.
Last fall, the lake's water level
was lowered ten feet to allow
fish habitat to be placed on the
bottom. Over the years, the DNR
and local fishermen had sunk
Christmas trees In the lake to
provide needed places for fish to
live. These improvements are
short-lived, however. Christmas
trees just don't last more than a
year or two before they
decompose and their value is
lost. Fisheries personnel of the
DNR have lowered other lakes In
southwest lowa the past two
years to improve fish habitat.
This type of work was
completed at Lake Icaria, Big
Creek, Meadow, Viking, Anita,
and several smaller lakes with
which the public may be
familiar,

A frequent question park
visitlors have asked about the
project is, "Why did the lake
have to be lowered to add

Nutrena.
= Feeds

SUPPLY

Nutrena Feeds
Livestock Equipment
Chemicals
Animal Health Aids

PIONEER.

BRAND - PRODUCTS

Tri-Valley

Pioneer

Andy Olsen 712- 647-2220
712- 647-8718 or
(Cellular) 712-579-1574
Rick Powell, 712-648-2569

921 Walker St.
Woodbine,IA

The trees are wired to stakes which can be imbedded in the
lake to add stability to the submerged trees, providing fish

WOODBINE FARM
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Changes may
be seen at
Prairie Rose
Lake, as fish
habitats have
been added
and several
fishing jetties
constructed

February, to take advantage of a
frozen lake bed. Earlier or later
in the season, the bottom Is a
gooey quagmire of black mud.
Most of the work was completed
by DNR Parks and Fisheries
personnel, with some help from
volunteers and prisoners from
the Clarinda Correctional
Facility, Other type of materials
were also used to create fish
habitat in Prairie Rose Lake.
Stake beds, made from cak 1x2's
and driven Into the bottom, were
placed adjacent to the camping
area. Forty wooden spools and
over 100 recycled fiberglass
trash containers were used to
make places preferred by fish
seeking a cave-like habitat.
Additional stake beds, using
recycled plastic pipe, were
added by the Harlan Hookers, a
local fishing club.

Probably the most
noticeable change at the lake
after it fills will be the new
fishing jetties. Six jeltles,
costing $83,000, were

constructed around the lake,

habitat to the lake, and why not
Just do it from boats?" The
answer Is that it comes down to
a matter of quantity. We are able
lo cul, drag down and stake in
place, more trees In one day on
a dry lake bed than we could
from a boat in one month. Every
additional submerged tree will
provide places for fish to live
and feed, and for Insects and
other fishfood organisms to
grow. Also, submerged trees
and brush make excellent
places to fish for bass, bluegil
and crapple. Cedars are the
best choice for this type of work,
but Prairie Rose Park did not
have many, so elms and other
hardwoods were used in their
place. Trees were cut primarily
in areas that will be managed
for prairie grasses.

Most of the work was
completed in January and early

SHELBY COUNTY
STATE BANK %

_N\]

We support conservation, and commend
our farmer clients for their efforts toward
preserving natural resources

Offices (Area Code 712)
Harlan ?55-5112  Shelby 544-2626
Elk Horn 764-5067 Panama 489-2424
Portsmouth 743-2715 Irwin 782-3155

A fishing jetty at Prairie Rose Lake, one of six newly

installed around the water.

These were bullt by pushing up
soll from the dry lake bed and
armoring with rp-rap. Several
are accessible for handicapped
persons, and all will provide
excellent places to fish. All end
in ten feet of water, and should
be heavily used by fishermen.
The question most asked
during the whole project was,

“When will the lake fill back up?”

| can't answer that, because |
don't know how much it will rain
this spring. | expect it to fill this
year |F we receive normal
rainfall. None of the fish were
lost when the water level was
lowered, so fishing should be as
good or better than it has been
in the past. All habitat was
placed on the 10-foot contour,
so it will be easy to find by

anyone in a boat with a fish-
finder. Fish your favorite bait or
lure in and around the flooded
brush, and you will have good
luck. -

CHARTING A COURSE
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD

Gnsiuhw'

By GROAVLL e C SETEN
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Grid mapping is one of modern farming's most important new
technologies. And no one knows how to make it pay off for your
farming operation better than your local FS Crop Specialist.
Using the FS GREEN PLAN®, he'll help you to analyze vital crop-

ping data — from soil sampling to yield monitoring — in arder to
provide you with accurate, site-specific recommendations. Give
your FS Crop Specialist a call today, and start charting your
course toward optimum yield and maximum profits.

Agriland FS Inc.

Logan 644-2620 * Avoca 343-6386 * Harlzan 755-5141
Underwood 566-2313 * Griswold 778-2134
Malvern 624-8612 * Audubon 563-2675
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wildlife habitat

by Marlyn Von Welhe
SWCD Commissioner

Wetlands may be more than
an area for cattails to grow, and
redwing blackbirds to nest
They may just be a very
important part of the
agricultural/ecological system.

While on a recent trip to
Nevada, | visited the Ethel M
Chocolate Factory, situated in a
light industrial area of
Henderson, Nevada. What
caught my attention was not the
candy factory, but its waste
waler treatment plant, and more
specifically, a wetland.

This wastewater treatment
plant consisted of several large,
oval open tanks, approximately
fifty feet long, and some smaller,
round tanks. The large oval
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tanks had a variety of plants
growing in them, as well as
snalls, algae and bacteria (Le.,
different plants and organisms
for different degrees of
pollution). The tanks were
located in an enclosed area
where a moveable roof can
cover them (f freezing
tempertures are expected. The
plants growing in the lanks are
susceptible to frost, and frost
damage would reduce the
capacity of the system. The
tanks, wetland, pond and

surrounding walkways are
located on a one acre Lract of
land.

The Industrial wastewater
from the chocolate factory
moves slowly through the tanks,
allowing the various organisms
to utilize specific contaminants
in the wastewaler. Afler the
walter has moved through the
lanks, it is pumped into a

What makes our
powershift the

most advanced?
it’s simple.

Serlies
the
put Iin a tractor
vou instantly
speeds without

Allis
tractors comes with a powershift transmision,

Every one of our AGCO 9600

most advanced powershift ever
tap of the finger moves
18 [orward and Y reverse

Just a
through

clutching. Our powershift transmission lets vou
move heavy loads with precision. In-line tap
shifting, lets vou instantly match ground speed
and power to any field condition. Plus, shuttle

shifting, automatic speed matching and pre-selectable

spee ds are

seal-mounted control console. Check out the
powershift transmission on four A [Ar=1
models from 135 to 195 PTO hp, at your i‘ﬁf'm
local AGCO Allis dealer today. Frb s s bm g

'Robinson Implement
Box 257, Irwin, IA 51448-0257
712-782-3171 or 800-448-0807

at vour fingertips with our exclusive

lowa. The water moving slowly
through the tank and growing
plants Is very similar to water
as It moves Into and through a
wetland from a farm field or
small stream. The water In
wetlands sometimes stops, as it
did in the small open tanks,
allowing the plants and
organisms to utilize the
nutrients for their own growth.
Eventually, the water in the
wetland will fliter into the
groundwater or a flowing
stream.

The vegetation which grows
in our natural wetlands seems
to be tolerant of our agricultural
pesticides and fertilizers. If you

shallow wetland, where It
eventually seeps into a small
pond -- home Lo a large number
of goldfish. The water from the
pond is used to irrigate a three-
acre botanical garden. This
man-made process, known as
the Living Machine ™ removes
nearly all of the blochemicals,
suspended solids, olls and
grease [rom the waler. This
system can treat up to 32,000
gallons of wastewnter from the
factory, daily.

While looking at this Living
Machine, | couldn’t help but
draw parallels to naturally
occuring, as well as
reconstructed, wetlands in

(712) 643-2281

LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING

| Terraces * Waterways * General Bulldozing

1109 Montague * Dunlap, lowa 51529

_Rick
_.:kJ_.arsen
>+ Construction, LLC

*Terraces * Waterwavs * Cleann__d_
* Building Sites * General Earthwork
* 20 vrs. Fxperience * References upon request
*Free Estimates
401 Mill St., PO Box 75 Home (712) 769-2360

These large tanks are part of the wastewuer treatment system at the Ethel M_ Chucnlnt: Factory
Growing plants have transformed the site into a thing of beauty.

have ever tried to spray wetland
plants that were Infringing on
cropland, you know what |
mearn.

Is it possible that filter strips

and wetlands may be a way lo
clean our agricultural wastewater
just as the Living Machine is a
way to clean Industrial and
municipal wastewalter? It is my
hope that we, as farmers and
conservationists, can make a
positive Impact on water quality
through the preservation of
wetlands, and the development
of new wetlands and filter
strips.

For more Information about

the Living Machine ™. contact
Living Technologles, Inc., 431
Pine Street, Burlington
Vermont, 05401, or by e-mail,
www. livetech@together.net

T
The onginal

TOMMY GATE

hydraulic lift

Woodbine
Manufacturing
(712) 647-2050

Bus Brown Drive

Woodbine, lowa

Ken Hekter

Lewis. IA 51544 Mobile (712) 254-2360

HUSZ
CONSTRUCTION CO.

44214 IDLEWOOD ROAD
OAKLAND, IOWA

Lowell (Butch) Husz
_ Ph. 712-482-6852
Tim Husz
Ph. 712-484-3435

ALL TYPES OF SOIL
CONSERVATION WORK
SITE GRADING

Construction

All types of
conservation work;

General earth moving.
29480 Delta Ave.
McClelland, 1A 51548-6110

712-487-3167
Your past and future

business
is appreciated
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Small hobby becomes big
business, and Canoyer's
learn about "diversity"

by Lou Waite

Kathy Canoyer loved to
garden and grow flowers, so in
1986, husband Craig builta 10
x 20 nhouse, so she could
expand her "hobby". At first, the
contents of the greenhouse
were for family consumption or
enjoyment.

“But then,” Kathy recalled,
‘people passing by would stop
to see if we had anything for
sale. We began selling extra
plants, and soon we had more
demand for them than we had
space to provide.”

Yes," Cralg said,"so we
added a second greenhouse,
about the size of a double
gatage. In 1988, we began
retailing. We learned that ‘'word
of mouth' is the best way to
advertise, because we did very
little of it otherwise. In1992, we
added a 2500 square-foot
structure, and decided to get
serious. We had to find a
market for our expanded
operation, then begin
wholesaling and retailing.”

The Canoyer's business
became successful enough that
they made the decision to
construct an even larger
greenhouse in another
location. Anyone driving along
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Highway 92, heading toward
Griswold, will see their
attractive new facllity, Canoyer
Country Greenhouse, perched
on the crest of a hill. The large,
double-bay structure has 7100
square-feet in the growing area
alone. A display/office area.
break room, and large
transplant room are also
Included. The larger of the
previously bulilt greenhouses
was moved to the site, with
plans to include another in the
future.

Al the time of the interview,
the Canoyers were planning an
opening date of April 19, with a
Grand Opening to be held April
23, 24 and 25.

Craig also still farms with
his father, James, using a corn-
bean rotation, all "100% no-
tilled.” They maintain a cow-
calf herd of 50 to100 head.
Craig admits however that the
current ag economy was
probably one of the reasons he
decided to diversify.

“This is 'indoor farming’ to
me,” Cralg said. "] work with
solls, chemicals, seeds, plants .
. . Just the same as on the farm.
As this business expanded, |
had to get more education
about sofl nutrients, etc. We

Crailg and Kathy Canoyer, t.h son Kyle [eantt_ri. wi_m was

on "break"” from his studies at UNL.
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Shown is one section of the greenhouse, filled with thousands of plants. The hanging
plants are moistened by an elevated system which "seeps"” the water into each pot.

send soll, water and plant-
tissue specimens to a lab
weekly, to be analyzed. We get
the pH nutrient level, for
example, plus other
information which helps us be
more efficlent and cost-
effective in our operation.”

Kathy Is very much a part of
the operation, putting to good
use the experience and
expertise she developed since
beginning as a "hobbyist". Plus,
as she phrased it, "A lot more
hard work . . . but I love (t!"

The Canoyers begin

H planting in mid-December,

using cuttings from a supplier,
or "vegeiative propagative”
cuttings from their own stick.
They also grow some plants
[rom seeds. They produce
annual and perennial lowers,
as well as a number of
vegetable varieties.

"Many of our plants are
FProven Winner crop,” Craig
said. "They originated in
Australia, were imported to the
United States, improved and
now available here, The plants

| are protected by a patent, and

especially grown so as (o be
healthy and disease-free, It is
against the law to reproduce

them, so we can't take cuttings.”

Keeping the facility clean

and disease-free Is very

important, the Canoyers
emphasized. The new
greenhouse has a cement floor,
because dirt floors can be "a
breeding ground for diseases.”
They use a ground pine tree
bark mixture, which Is shipped
from Georgla, as a plant
medium. It Is a by-product of
the lumber mills in that area,
with the pH adjusted and
micro-nutrients added. The

Wlas]

Owner/Broker

Office (712) 644-2151
FAX (712) 644-2176

Spencer Real Estate
Ed Spencer

Head Auctioneer

322 East 7th St., Logan, |A 51546

Home (712)644-2979
Mobile (402) 681-8239

Specializing in the sale of farmland
and rural acreage property

Canoyers use "about two semi-
loads"” each year.

“The plants are fertilized
every time they are watered”, .
Cralg Informed. "You know, the
biggest problem with
consumers is this: they eat
every day. but they forget to
feed their plants. The more a
plant is watered, the more
nutrients are leached from the
soil. If these nutrients aren't
replaced . . . you know what
happens! Then the consumer
can’'t understand why the
flowers aren't doing well!”
(Cralg recommended "Green
Care”, which Is manufactured
by a company In Chicago) "The
Extension Service will always
test the water which will be
used for the plants. Then
fertilizing should be done
according to the pH level
Hainwaler Is great lo use, but
don't use water softened
chemically. "

With a chuckle, he added,

“Think of it like milking cows.
When the cows need milked,
they need to be milked. You
don’t wait until you get around
to it! It's the same with plants.
When they need water, they
need water right then!” With a
wry grin and a lift of an
eyebrow, Cralg quipped, "Of
course there are those who
drown their plants, but that's
another story.”

The Canoyers presently
have 10 employees, all part
time, who work alternately as
the need arises. Some are
retired persons who work
simply because they enjoy it. In
the winter, the only help they
have Is for potting poinsettias.
The cuttings for this popular
holiday plant come from a
California ranch. "The first
poinsettias were brought from
Mexico in 1918,"” Craig said,
‘and the ranch originaled

See 'Canoyer. . . ", Page 6
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Canoyer. ..

growing them in the States. We
get cuttings from Denver and
also Germany, which has a
large number of flower
companles.”

The polnsettia cultings are
received In mid-August, then
planted in a special soil. They

are kept in natural light day
and night, with no artificial
light allowed. About the time of
the Autumn Equinox. they
begin budding, and gain full
color by the Christmas season.
"They are light sensitive,” Craig
wamed. "They won't come Into
color in anything but natural
Hght"

The new greenhouse is a
Nexus Bullding, manufactured
in Denver, and designed
specifically for northern
regions. It will sustain heavy
snow loads, and withstand
winds of 80 miles-per-hour.
The framework of the plant
room s covered with a poly-
carbonate material (like a hard
plastic) although the front
expanse s glass. The poly
carbon has an R value with a
dead-alr space between. It lets
in no ultra-violel light. An
insulated shade system helps
with the temperature control,
and can be closed when outside
temperatures are extremely hol
or cold. Two miles of wire was
strung lor support of the shade
system.

Computers will
automatically activate the
heating or cooling systems
when bullt-in sensors send the
signal that one or the other is
needed. Heat, light and

East Pottawattamie NRCS/SWCD

321 Oakland Ave., Oakland, 51560-0217

Continued from Page 5

humidity are monitored, and
the computer-controlled
system will keep the
greenhouse at the required
temperature at all times.

All of the construction was
done "in the heat of the
summer”, by Cralg and his
sons. Kyle, who was present al
the interview, grinned at his
dad and commented, "The pay
wasn't worth a dam, either!”
Cralg retorted, patting Kyle on
the back, "You got fed and a
place to sleep, didn't you?"

Glancing around him at the
auspicious result of
determination, planning and
hard work, Craig said, "I know
we could take all this to the
city, and probably make a lot
more money.” Then he quickly
added, "Not that we've seen any
profit yet!” After musing for a
moment, he continued, "Butl we
feel a loyalty to the local
people, who have supported us
this far. We try to keep the
prices reasonable. We set them
in the spring, and from the first
person o the last, they remain
the same. Everyone is treated
equally.

The Canoyers have three
children. Daughter Amy {s

married to Marty Wyman, and
they have a son Tyler, 2 1/2,
and daughter Alyssa. born
March 13.

Bradley lives In lowa City,
where he Is employed as
production manager for
Novartis Seed Company. He
and Geri Dierking were married
on April 17.

Kyle is a sophomore at the
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Cnnayer Country Greenhouse is located on Highway 92, between Carson and Griswold.
The large, three-bay bullding is filled with plants which will delight every flower and

garden lover.

University of Nebraska,
Lincoln. He Is studying Ag
Economics, but also "keeping
his options open.”

The family attends the
Methodist Church in Carson,
where Kathy has served as
Sunday School teacher. The

Canoyers are supportive of

community affairs, and
particlpate when time allows.,
“People look at what we have

done, and probably say, ‘Boy,

they must really be making
money, ' * Cralg commented, a
bit ruefully. "That simply isn't
so! The new structure and
expansion of our business has
been hard on the budget. We
felt it important to make It

handicap accessible, and
welcome anyone who wants to
come take a tour of our facllity,
We had 91 first and second
graders here recently, and
nursing home residents and
others have also visited. It
actually is good therapy for

After pausing in reflection,
Craig sald, "The heart of all
farmers is the satisfaction of
watching plants grow and
develop. As | said, as an indoor
farmer, | find it satisfying for
the same reason. Bul It Is even
more rewarding to see people’s
pleasure In the results of what
we do, The greenhouse

business has seen a steady
growth In past years. People
find fMlower or vegetable
gardening a way to relax.”

With a wave of his hand at *
the thousands of plants Inside
the greenhouse, Cralg
philosophized: "When the
economy gets bad, Instead of
taking a vacation, people buy
flowers and do gardening." With
his quick grin, he continued,
“When the economy is good,
they take that vacation, and
hire someone to care for the
flowers!

“Either way, come see us! We
will do our best to pleasel”

How to improve water quality using trees

by Michael Tidman
MTidman@Treesforever.org

A statewide conservation
initlative has been underway
for the past year that alms lo
increase awareness of water
quality issues. Trees Forever
has been using trees, shrubs
and grasses In demonstration
projects along streams and
rivers to improve water
quality. The system is called a
"riparian buffer”, and has been
researched and developed by
the Agroecology Issue Team
of the Leopold Center of
Sustainable Agriculture In
Ames,

The Agroecology Issue
Team found that certain
plants growing along streams
can trap and hold waterborne
sediments, acting as "living
‘filters” for both surface and

subsurface water. They also

found that the plants were
modifying waterborne
chemicals and pollutants
before they entered the
waterway. Buffers can also
stabllize stream banks --
reducing stream bank erosion
-- and Increase water-holding
capacity of soll, controlling
flooding and helping to
recharge ground water
supplies.

The goals of the Trees
Forever lowa Buffer Initiative
are o

1) establish twenty
demonstration sites that
showcase buffer management
techniques, each year for five
years

2) create a network of
technical assistance to
support landowners

3) demonstrate the use of
shelterbelts as buffers around

livestock confinement
operations

4) implement a
recognition program for
landowners who protect
streams and waterways with
grass and tree buffers

5) conduct field days to
increase awareness of the
value of buffers.

The five-year initiative
brings public and private
sector Interests together (n a
unique, first of its kind
partnership and will serve as
a national model. There are .
several key sponsoring
partners of the work,

Those interested in
learning more about buffers
may watch for a fleld day
announcement in their area,
or e-mall Tidman at the above
address,
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“With no-tll, all you have to do

Page 7
Ph. 712-482-6408 - FAX 712-482-3561

years, we have used a planter

A OO A T R e
"Little things" add up to good stewardship by the Bentleys

by Lou Waite

Lyle Bentley maintains that
his famlly has been "farmers
forever”, and that and he and his
wile Peggy live on the "inlaw-
outlaw” farm. With a grin, he
explained that his former in-
laws, Les and Judy Fritz, own
1000 acres of the land, but
Mitchell Anderson, who Is
married to Pegpy's sister Penny,
Is also Involved with the
operation. Lyle's mother Luclille,
who resides in Oakland, still
owns the family farm. which
Mitch rents. (We didn't ask who
were the designated "outlaws",
but it was obvious the comment
was made in good humor).

Lyle and Mitch farm a total of
2,250 acres, with Les, although
"semi-retired”, lending a hand
when needed. They raise corn
and beans on a rotational basis,
along with some alfalfa. Lyle Is

"Conservation is doing a lot of little things
keep the soil in place."”

an avid proponent of a no-till
residue management system,
having been using that method
since the early 90's. "I have
always felt no-till was the way
to go," he commented. "We began
on a imited basis. but now we
are completely no-tilL"

Lyle has a framed quote
hanging on the wall of his farm
office. which says, "When you go
to no-till, two things have to
change: one is your planter, the
other is your attitude!” He
admits the second s the most
difficult change to make, but the
benefits are undeniable.

"Our fuel use has dropped
one-third-to one-half.,” he said.

FARM BUREAU
THE VOICE OF AGRICULTU

Is plant, then harvest. We do
some subulling in the fall in the
stalk fields, to break up the deep
compaction. We alternate the
subtilling between various
tracts of land, doing one one
year, another the next year, and
so forth. We first test with a
compaction meter, and that
gives us an accurate Indication
of where we should till.”

Lyle said they sub-till the
cornstalk fields, then no-till
soybeans in the spring. "We
have seen a five lo seven bushel
per acre increase in the vield of
these fields, using this
alternating sub-till method.” he
declared. Then he quipped, "We
try not to disturb the worms too
much.”

Attendance at numerous no-
till seminars, and field
demonstrations has given him
some good Ideas to Incorporate,

to
Lyle Bentley

Lyle admitted. "One thing I tried
is a direct Injection of liquid
fertilizer. Right behind the
coulter is a pin-point, solid-
stream nozzle, which directly
injects the liquid into the
ground. You don't lose any. like
you do when it Is sprayed on lop
of the ground. The ground Isn't
compacted, the equipment is
easy to pull, and the soll is left
in beautiful shape! You get more
efficiency from the liquid
fertilizer, and can cul the rates
back. That's a big plus!”

Lyle went on to say. "Any
time you throw a furrow out with
a machine, you create a place
for the water to run. For twenty

Promoting Agriculture, Providing
Leadercship Opportunities, Lobbying
to Protect Rural Interests

Harrison County Farmn Bureau
115 N. Third Ave., Logan, IA 51546, (712) 644-270]
East Pottawattamie Farm Buresau
P.O. Box 390, Oakland, 1A 51560, (712) 482-3496
West Pottawattamie Farm Bureaw

110 East Broadway, Co. Bluffs, IA 51503,
(712) 322-0251

Shelby County Farm Bursau
1208 Industrial Pkwy., Harlan, IA 51537
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marker which we shortened,
and drive with the front tire
following the planter marker.
This way, Instead of leaving a
track or ditch for the water to
run, the tractor tire fills the
furrow back In.

Noting that they have been
getting cost-effective yields —
with “reasonable” production
costs (actually less than in the
past) Lyle added, "They have to
be less when you aren't wearing
out a tractor each year,”

Conservallon-wise,
necessary field borders and
waterways have been installed
on the farms Lyle and Mitch
operate. Twenty-five acres of
filler strips have been seeded
along Graybill Creek and a
tributary of the creek, which
runs through their land. This
was done with cost-share
assistance through the
Department of Natural
Resources. "Actually,” Lyle
commented, “we have five
different landlords. Three miles
of continuous fllter-strips were
built, continuing from one farm
to another, across the land of all
five,. Then we hope lo expand
another 1 1/2 miles of the same
strip, right on up the creek! It
will be interesting to see the
resull, once it is done.”

The Fritz land Is extensively
terraced, with some old
farmable terraces still in use, as
well as newer bench and
narrow-base styles. An erosion
control structure Is planned for
one of the farms, where a gully is
forming at the end of a
walerway.

“We had sixty breaks in the
terraces after all the rain last
year,” Lyle said, "but with cost-
share from FSA and NRCS, they
are all repaired. Some waterway
repair was needed, and was
done this spring.

"We certainly appreciate all —
the help from the NRCS staff,
Lyle emphasized. "If you work
with them, they will work with
you! You must go to their office
with the attitude that they will
help you, but its important to

-

Peggy and Lyle Bentley are involved in several ventures,
which probably allows them little time to relax at ease, as
seen here.

then said, "Conservation is a
whole lot of little things which
must be done to keep the soll in
place. When [ think of all the
changes just in my lifetime . . . . °
Again, he mused briefly, then
continued, “I've rented farms
which haven't been farmed as
they could have been. I've seen
the soil washed to the bottom of
the hills. I've thought that If we
could just go back 50 years and
teach no-tilling, there would be

See 'Bentley” . . . Page 8

have your homework done
before you go."

One farm lying a]ung the
Nishna River has a 5-acre area
which has been bid into the
REAP program for shallow
water-wildlife areas. When
seeding the filter strips, they
crossed numerous tile lines,
Lyle said, so they used a mixture
of bromegrass, oats, clover and
timothy.

Asked to express his
thoughts about conservation,
Lyle reflected for a moment,

Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc.
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So . .. what is this

Trees Forever,

by Michael Tidman
Communication Coordinator
I'rees Forever

ITees Forever was [ounded In
1989 by two volunteers and has
since assisled hundreds of local
landowners and over 400 lowa
communites in improving
energdy efficiency, renewing
community and rural
landscapes and improving »
waler quality. This was all done
by planting trees. Trees Forever
remains commitled to involving
people and using trees, shrubs
and grasses for long-term
stewardship of water, land and
air quality.

Trees Forever has been the
catalyst for projects In all of
lowa’'s 99 counties and over 400
lowa communities. Trees
Forever is supported by
individuals, corportions,
foundations and government
agencies. Today, more than two-
thirds of lowa’'s population
benefits from the work of Trees
Forever volunteers, stafl and
partners, with over 30,000
volunteers across the state.

The organization has three

anyway?

major program focuses:

Community Programs --
With major sponsorship from
Alllant Energy and People's
Nalural Gas, Trees forever
assists jocal communities and
volunteers through matching
granis and on-sile assistane. [1
also serves as lowa's Volunteer
Coordinator fer Urban and
Community Forestry for the
lowa Department of Natural
Resources Forestry Division,
with lunding from the USDA
Foresl Service

Living Roadway Trust Fund
and lowa's Living Roadways --
The Living Roadway Trust Fund
(LRTF) of the lowa Department
of Transportation (DOT)
sponsors Trees Forever Lo
coordinate annual volunteer
conferences and provide
assistance to communities and
volunteers. lowa's Living
Roadways was created by Trees
Forever, In partnership with
LRTF and ISU Landscape
Architecture Extension, and
provides project funds and
planning /design assistance to
communities and counties of
under 10,000.

Trees Forever lowa Buffer
Initiative -- A statewide effort to
demonstrate the effectiveness
of maintaining trees and
grasses as buffers along
streams and rivers, Major
sponsors are Novartis Crop
Protection and the lowa Farm
Bureau Federation, with
numerous cooperating
partners
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The Bentleys photograph this scene, which is viewed from the deck at the rear of thelr

house, during every season of the year. Their collection of pho

tographs is a record of the

changes made by Mother Nature and Father Time (with help from Lyle),

Bentley . . .
Continued from Page 7

less problems facing us today.
"Whenever | think aboul

conservation, | think of the time

| was going through a field, and |

saw this little ridge of soll
sticking up. On top of that ridge
was a single corncob! | thought
to myself, if that one corncob
can protect that little bit of soll,
think what a whole field covered
with cobs could do. What a
dramatic contrast! The soll was
so fraglle that it had washed
away all around, but that one
corncob had protected that
little column of soil. I've never
forgotten it! Maybe that Is one
thing that convinced me to try
no-tll?”

The Bentleys also have a
farm supply business, located
in a shop 1/2 mile from where
they reside. Their main product
line is Apache livestock
equipment, and also sanitation
equipment (dumpslers, roll-off
trash containers, etc.), They are
Asgrow Seed dealers as well.

Peggy is bookkeeper and
secretary for Bentley Farm
Supply. and Bentley Land and
Cattle, She is also a part-time
secretary at Riverside School.
Her hobby, when she finds time,
Is "creative memory
scrapbooking”. She likes to
embrolder, play plano and read.
The couple’s beautiful home,
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bullt four years ago, Is evidence
of her decorating skills. It has
many unique features which she
designed and planned. She is a
member of P.E.O, and vice
president of chapter E.Q. In
Oakland.

The eldest sibling. Todd,
wants to farm and feed cattle.
He is at present an over-the-
road semi driver, but his father
stated firmly that Todd's "heart
is on the farm”. Son Andrew
(Andy) is a freshman at lowa
State In Ames, pursuing a
degree in Ag Business and
compuler technology. Gregory
is a freshman at Riverside High
School In Oakland; likes sports,
Is a "golf fanatic”, and very
creative. "l wouldn't be surprised
if he becomes an inventor,” Lyle
said. "He likes to design things,
then bulld something to make
his ideas come true.” Kelly is a
6th grader at Riverside Middle
School in Carson, and on the
gold honor roll. She loves the
computer, the intermet and

basketball. She is artistic and a
SWCD posler conlest winner.,
The family attends the

Methodist Church in Oakland.,
where Peggy leaches primary
Sunday School, and pre-school
through 6th grade music. Lyle is
currently on the board of parish
relations.

Lyle and Peggy are members
of the school Booster Club, but
have little time for other

organizations. "We want Lo
devote our time to lamily
activities now”, they said, and
agreed there would be time later
for other interests,

In this writer's opinion, the
Bentleys are an outstanding
example of the young farmers
who are carrying on a tradition
which must meet and overcome
greater challenges each
succeeding generation.

They are to be commended
for their efforts, and more so for
their accomplishments.

Stream channel
erosion solutions

by Clair Acker
Technician

in keeping with the Hungry
Canyons Alliance efforts Lo
implement solutions to the
problem of stream channel
erosion in the deep loess soils
of Western lowa, a contractor
workshop on streambed
stabilization structures was
held. The event took place
March 1 at the Red Coach Inn
in Red Oak

Hungry Canyons Alllance
and the Land Improvement
Contractors Association co-
sponsored the workshop with
other participants from
NRCS, DSC, Monlgomery
County Engineering, private
contractors, landowners, and
other Interested parties.

The meeting began with
four different projects being
presented by the landowners,
contractors, and
technicians/engineers
involved. giving those in
attendance the opportunity to
ask questions and discuss in
general the aspects of each.

Engineers from NRCS
addressed the planning of a
structure (reading a plan, site
evaluation, cost estimales,
pre-bid /construction
meeting, etc.) and a review and
explanation of design
standards and specifications.

At the end, cost share and
financial assistance was
reviewed, followed by a
question-answer period, and
general discussion.

Follow-up outdoor classes
are tentatively planned for
this summer.
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by Lou Waite

William F. McGinn (call him
Biil, please) was elected as a
Wesl Pottawallamie Soil and
Water Conservation District
Commissioner last November.

Bill s an Attomey at Law
with McGinn, McGinn,

Jennings and Springer, located
at 333 West Broadway in
Council Bluffs. The other
McGinn is his brother, Dan,
who s also affillated with the
Pottawattamie County
Attomney's office. Dean
Jennings and Norman
Springer comprise the
remainder of the firm
personnel.
. One might ask, "What does
| (his lawyer know about
farming and soll conservation?
| Isn't that a bit beyond his
realm of expertise?” The
| answer might be, "Don'l judge a
book by its cover!” True, Bill
to be the stereotype of
a successful professional In
. his elegantly tailored dark suit,
white shirt and silk tie. But it
ldu:sn‘t take much
conversation with Bill to
determine that he is not only
knowledgeable about
agriculture, but not afrald to
get a little barnyard "residue”
on his bools.
. Bill Is actually following a
tradition established by Dan,
'who served two terms as a
SWCD commissioner in the
late 80's. "He was no longer
seeking election,” Bill said, "so
he drafted me! | attended a
meeting prior to election, and
‘was Impressed with what the
commissioners were doing,
‘and how well they were doing it.
tstruck me rather forcefully
‘how Important it is to protect

yur precious natural resources.

[ decided | wanted to do what |
ould to aid that cause.”

"Born and bred” in Council
Slufls, Bill recalls fondly the
summers he spent on his
incle’s farm near Imogene. It

was there he learned to operate
a tractor, and how much hard
work and management it
requires to be a successful
farmer. But he opted to follow
in the footsteps of his
grandfather, grandmother and
[father, and become an

attorney.

"My grandfather established
the law firm In 1914," Bill said,
‘and my grandmother became
a partner in1936. My uncle Ed

»-—
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McGinn following tradition
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William F, McGinn, seated at his desk

Joined In 1952, and my father in
1958. [ worked in the office
prior to passing the bar in
1988 . . . the year that | became
another name on the door.”

Bill received his Juris
Doctor degree from Creighton
Law School. and specializes in
criminal law. He also deals
with business, real estate,
estale planning, wills, and
much more . . . . the complete
gamut of legal concerns. When
asked his success rate as a
criminal defender, he grinned,
and said, "Well, they haven't
thrown me out (of the firm) yet.”

A licensed pilot and co-
owner of a Beechcraft
Bonanza, Bill sald he "loves to
fly.” He leases a hangar at the
municipal alrport. and also one
at the Missouri Valley airfield.
He serves as a member of the
Alrport Authority, and at the
time of the interview was
Interested in bringing about
the move of the Alrframe
Powerplant program from lowa
Western Community College to

the municipal airport.

He still makes frequent
visits to the farm, where he
stables his horse, "Bart", a
Tennessee Walker. He admits
to being “outdoors oriented”,
and regrets that he cannol
spend more time “communing

As for his new position, he
emphasized again that he was
impressed with the board of
commissioners and the NRCS
stafl. "They are doing a good
Job. "he aflirmed. “The board
reflects a diversity of
backgrounds, which [ feel is an
advantage. But right now, 1 am
Just listening, and learning.
They are good people, and
communicating with them Is
easy.” Then with another wry
grin. he quipped, "At least | am
trying to do more lislening and
less talking, until I find my
niche.”

Bill Is a member of the lowa
State Bar Assoclation, and the
lowa Pulic Defenders
Assoclation. He is unmarried.
but admits to "spolling his
nephews at every opportunity.”
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J. Sterling Morton was
founder of Arbor Day

Julius Sterling Morton,
noled politician and founder of
Arbor Day, was born In New
York and later moved to
Michigan. In 1854, he and his
wife set out for Nebraska
Territory, and settled in
Nebraska City, Morton was
appointed Secretary ol
Agriculture in 1893, and was
the first appointed cabinet
member [rom west of the

Missouri River.

In addition to his political
career, Morton was a promoter
of agriculture. He served on the
State Board ol Agriculture and
was a member of the State
Horticultural Society, He
advocated improved farming
methods, conservation
programs, and tree planting.

In 1872, the State Board of
Agriculture adopted Morton's
resolution setting April 10 as
Arbor Day. The day was set
aside for the planting of trees,
and a prize was offered to the
person(s) who properly planted
the most trees.

In 1885 Morton's birthday,
April 22, was designated as
Arbor Day in Nebraska. Since
1989, Arbor Day has been
celebrated on the last Friday In

April.
The Heart of a Tree

What does he plant who
plants a tree?

He plants a friend of sun
and sky;

He plants a flag of breezes
free;

The shaft of beauty,
towering high;

He plants a home (o heaven
anigh

For song and mother-croon
of bird

In hushed and happy
twilight heard

The treble of heaven's
harmony;

These things he plants who
plants a tree,

What does he plant who
plants a tree?

He plants cool shade and
tender rain.

And seed and bud of days to
be, :

And years that fade and
flush again:

He plants the glory of the
plain;

He plants the forest's
heritage;

The harvest of a coming age

[he joy that unbom eyes
shall see

These things he plants who
plants a tree.

What does he plant who
plants a Lree?

He plants, in sap and leafl
and wood,

In love of home and loyalty

And far-cast though of civic
good,
His blessings on Lhe
neighborhood

Who in the hollow of His
hand

Holds all the growth of all
our land,

A nation’s growth from sea
to sea,

And stirs his heart who
plants a tree.

Henry Cuyler Bunner

Power of Attorney

Tracy Bruun
West Pottawattamie SWCD

If you want someone to be able
to conduct business 1n our office on
your behalf you need to stop in and

. Sign a power of attomey form, even

if you have one on file with FSA
Their form 1s specific to FSA
programs and ours is specific to
NRCS programs

If you are unsure whether you
have one on file with our office
please call and we can look it up
for you.

See us at
Dunlap Fertilizer
Company

for all your fertilizer,
chemical and seed

Your Fertilizer & Chemical Dealer
365 days a year!

We appreciate your business!

Dunlap Fertilizer

712-643-5822

Highway 37 Wesl
Dunlzp. lowa
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West Pottawattamie SWCD Cost-share Policy

\pphcanions can be signed at District Office any

tme after January 1. Early sign-up 15

cncouraged. Approvails will be made on a

monthly basis, as needed

2 Applications will be approved not later than the
end of June for spring construction, the end of
July/Aug for summer construction and the end of
October for fall construction

- — .
Completed by

Season Application | Started

| deadline by (Mol 10 exceed

i) days after

. layoul. )
Larryover } April A0

| REAP | May 15
e ik s

| "\I\'I"-HI] [ lune 15 July | | Julv 1§
Summer | luly |5 Aug | | Aug 15
{ 2lalc) {June |- |

L e S | Aug. |3 :

| Surmmer | Aug 13 acpl | aCpl 1D
fCnty) | {June |-

| | aept La) |

= | % b — T — i e
Fall [ Oct 13 Dec 28 | Dec 31

Ll

Apphications will be approved based on need and
contractor priorty

4. Landowner 1s notified by letter of cost-share
approval, landowner has 14 days to notify NRCS
if they wish to accept the funding. Landowner

¥ 14 =1 o4 4 o

Py al
VI el B sl w T aad »

[ SONMTACTOn ai his Ui

5.  Contractor will notify NRCS of pnionty hst, 2 -
3 jobs ahead and will follow this prionty hst
Contractor will give NRCS at least three days
notice when contractor 1s ready 1o start so
terraces can be staked

6. Afier terraces are staked, Landowner/Agent 1s
notified of estimated and eligible cost. Estimates
are provided to contractors and landowners

7. Commuissioners reserve the nght to cancel cost-
share if the applicant does not have the terraces
completed by the dates listed in item #2, not to
exceed 30 days after layout

8. Contractor must check terraces, checkout notes
signed by contractor and returned to District
Office

9. An onginal copy of the terrace bill must be
brought to the office by the applicant and
voucher signed by apphcant. Contractors are
encouraged o list addithonal hourly work on

13

14

]{

same bill as terrace work, but it must be broken
out. Topsoiling, intakes, tree removal, terrace

repair, etc, are to be listed separately

T'erraces are spot checked by NRCS 1o make
sure they meet NRCS specifications before
certified for payment. Over building will not be
cost-shared

Deleted, see item #14

Board approves application and voucher for
payment. Payment s based on 50% of estimated
cost or 50% of the bill, whichever is less,

Vouchers sent to Des Moines are usually
returned to District Office within 4 — 6 weeks.
Vouchers sent to the county are paid around the
15" of each month. All checks come back
payable to the applicant. It s up to the applicant
to make arrangements with the contractor for
payment

Landowner must come m to sign 20 year
Maintenance Agreement (IP-4) and
seeding/fertilizer recommendations and applicant
must sign Receipt of Payment (SCD-5) before
receiving cost-share check

The following cost-share lumits apply

A) Yardage based on 15-foot front slopes,
except terraces with intakes, or based on
narrow based (NB) or conventional terraces
or as required by specifications

B) Cost-share on intakes (niser to the toe) will
be 50% of actual cost or 50% of $200:
whichever is less

C) Earthwork cost based on §.50 per cubic
yard.

D) Annual cost-share limited to $3,000.00
Applications will be approved for up to
$2,500.00 unless the owner requests less; the
difference, if needed, will be used to finish
the last terrace. Applicants can recerve
county or state funds, but not both in any
one calendar vear. Landowners can make
application for extraordinary terracing
projects. The commissioners will review
these on a case by case basis and may
approve more than the $3,000. Example,
landowners wanting to completely terrace a
farm 1n one year

E) No cost-share on seeding or fertilizer

F) No cost-share on topsoiling

Built to ngorous quality standards, the Kioli LK 9554/9552
offers 96 horsepower to handle a vanety of tasks, Including
everythung from small fanming and landscaping to light
construchion. Expenence the relisble performance

and durable desel powwer of the LK 2554/2559

SENes compact rectons at your local Kol dealer

Hll'l_r::(a—'

Thomas Equipment Services, Inc.

130 4th St., Box 190
Underwood, IA 51576

Ph. 712-566-2341 - FAX 712-566-2759 NEOLA,

— Ay =
| 12 (NG,

Box 74

MIKE WELLMAN

Ph. 712-328-2489 - FAX 712-322-2987

m\

Boeck Construction

Terracing - Tiling - Excavating

Manilla, lowa 51454

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION

COMPANY
EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS

WALTER WELLMAN
BOX 39
IA 51559

. Huh ?

!

- -

Understanding our lgage

Wetlands - Wetlands are
areas which support
predominantly aquatic
vegelation; contain hydric (wet)
solls and/or are permanently or
seasonally saturated with
waler.

Stewardship - The act of
landowners or landusers in
keeping their lands and natural’’
resources productive and '
healthy.

by Cindy Jones
Techniclan

It seems these days that
everyone has their own
language. Whether Iits the
company or oganization
downtown, or the group of
teenagers at the school, they all
use words which they seem
to understand. Some of those
words or terms are new, but
SOme are very common, except
that they have a new {wist. The
twist changes the definition so
that the word has an entirely
different meaning.

We employees within the
conservation assistance field
realize we have a lot of terms
unfamiliar to others. We
therefore would like to help
define some of the commonly
used terms. Here are some
which may or may not be
familiar:

Conservation - The
controlled use and systematic
protection of natural resources.

Natural resources -
Material sources of wealth, such
as timber, fresh water, or
mineral deposits, which occur
in a natural state.

Water quality - The
chemical, physical and
biological characteristics of
waler, with respect to Its
sultability for a particular use.

Blodiversity - The variety
and variabllity among living
plants and animals In any
ecosystem. The more diversity,
the more healthy the '
environment

Ecosystem - A community
of plants and animals
interacting with each other and
with their non-living
environmentb

Locally-led conservation -
Conservation which begins with
the local community,
Community stakeholders
assess their natural resources,
set community goals, develop
an action plan, obtain the
resources to carry out the plan,
implement solutions and
measure the successes. .

Best management practice
- Any practices which Is an
effective and practical means of
reducing non-point sources of
water pollution.

Technical assistance - The
assistance to anyone who needs
it in the area of planning and
implementing conservation
systems.

Conservation systems -
Systems setl up so as to reduce
erosion, improve soil and water
quality, improve and conserve
wetlands, enhance fish and
wildlife habitat, improve air
quality, improve pasture and
range conditions, reduce
upstream flooding, and improve
woodlands.

Non-point source pollution,
- When pollution does not enter
a waler source al a single
location or course, bul comes
from many Individual places
and discharges over a wide land
area. It cannot be pinpointed.

Sustainable - That which is
able to maintain itself without
help from other sources.

Watershed - The land over
or under which water flows on
its way to a stream, river or lake.

Nutrient management - The
proper management of organic
and Inorganic fertilizers to
optimize plant growth while
limiting nutrient losses to the
environment.

e
Lindeman

Tractor, Inc.

Frank Boeck

(712) 654-5682
Or 800-654-1134

West 7th St.
Atlantic, IA
712-243-3735

Sales: Rick Tasto
Duane McFadden
and Lonn Schleuter

New Holland
Great Plains * Hiniker
Kinze * Krause

PHONE
485-2416

l
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Scholarship winners honored

Rachel Kritenbrink
scholarship winner

Rachel Kritenbrink of
Council Bluffs has been named
the 1999 Conservation
Districts of lowa scholarship
winner for the West
Pottawattamie Soil and Water
Conservation District.

A graduate of Thomas
Jefferson High School in the
Bluffs, Rachel has been
accepted for the fall term at
lowa State University in Ames.
She plans to major in animal
ecology and later attend the
College of Veterinary Medicine
at ISU. "Going to vet clinics and
animal hospitals helped me
choose my career,” sald Rachel,
who plans to become a Doctor
of Veterinary Medicine.

While in high school, Rachel
has been involved in various
activities, Including band,
soccer, Ironmen, Brain Bowl,
and TJ's community service
club, ASTRA. She was a four-
year member of ASTRA. and
served over 100 hours of
community service.

Rachel Is a piano student,
and takes tennis lessons
during the summer. She also
participates in a group which
meels monthly at the Council
Bluffs Vet Clinic, to learn about
animals and becoming a
veterinarian.

At their April meeting, West
Pottawattamie SWCD

. Commissioners presentad

Rachel with a check for $100
and a certificate, and wished
her "best of luck” in her future
plans.

Brboke Hallberg
2nd place winner

Brooke Hallberg, also of
Council Bluffs, was chosen
setond place scholarship

. winner. She is a graduate of

. Thomas Jefferson High School,

and has enrolled for the fall
semester at lowa Lakes
Community College. Brooke
plans to study natural resource
management, then transfer (o a
four-year college for her degree.

She sald she would like to be a
county, state or national park

employee after graduation from
college.

Her high school aclivities
included basketball, track,
orchestra. volleyball (she

served as team captain), and
National Honor Soclety
membership. She is also active
in church and community
groups, serving as Vacatlon
Bible School assistant leacher
and YMCA Summer Fun Club
counselor. She also served with
the Council Blufls Recreation
Assoclation, and the Henry
Doorly Zoo Explorer PosL
Brooke received a check for
$50 and a certificate, as well as
the good wishes of the SWCD
commissioners,

Conservation pays!
by Mark Schnepel

It a phase that's used for
more than in just conserving
soll, probably because when it
comes lo saving solil,
conservation is an Investment
It is however, an Investment
which doesn’t always have a
rapld payback. As a district, we
promote conservation because
of its long-term benefits.
Unlike other government

entities who may not be

looking for more work, we are

always looking for more work,

and we rely on you to do It for
us!

Many of us can pick out
fields or whole farms where
previous conservation efforts
have made a distinct
difference. We can also point
out areas where lack of effort
has resulted in highly-eroded
soil.

The reward for soil
conservation has, for the most
part. not been monetary. Care
of the land (stewardship) has
In the past been rewarding
only if you enjoy it. Cost-share
incentives have put
conservation on the land. But
incentives for total

Fertilizer application tips

Wise use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides, as
well as manure application,
reduces environmental risks
and enhances crop profits.
There are no universal rules for
the proper and safe application
of soill amendments.
Application rates and methods
are highly dependent upon the
crop grown, the nature of the
soll and the climate of the area.
The site-specific aspects of
this recognition also argue
strongly for a prescription
approach for each crop, on
each soll, In each field. Even
within a field, solls may vary
widely, and these differences
could call for different
application rates.

Excess fertilizer and
pesticide use can contaminate
ground and surface waters.
With some common-sense use
of these products, this risk can
be avolded. Here are a few ideas
to keep in mind when planning
fertilizer or pesticide
applications.

1) Do research. The
Increasing complexity of
chemical use requires that
both the farmer and the
custon-applicator thoroughly
understand how pesticides and
their containers need to be
properly handled. The
complexity of fertilizer use is
also increasing. Application
rates have become more site-
specific than ever, with some
farmers using GPS (Global
Positioning Satellite Systems)
to pinpoint areas of need.

2) Test the soll. If unsure of
the current condition of the soil
upon which fertilizer will be
applied, have the soil tested.
The application rate may be

conservation programs, to
reward those who properly
steward the land, can only
hope to be a part of future

efforts.

MI

ANSUBIMOTFS
Comstruetion
Conservation work of all
kinds!

Walt & Gary

712-485-2094

712-488- 3843

26966 Major Ave.,
Neola, [IA 51559-6046

'CONSTRUCTION

GERALD L. RING

SOIL CONSERVATION
WORK OF ALL KINDS

NEOLA, IA 51559

SHOP: 712-485-2247
HOME: 712-485-2022
x

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS
1 MACHINERY AUCTIONS

(712) 647-2712

“

RANDY PRYOR
ALICTIONEER

Woodbine, Iowa

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS
FARM AUCTIONS
LAND AUCTIONS

Phone #

lowered without reducing
yields, and money may be
saved on [ertilizer costs.

3) Control erosion.
Controlling soll erosion can
substantally reduce
contamination of lakes and
streams while preserving
higher soll phosphate levels for
crop production. Practices
such as lerraces or grass
waterways are good ways to
reduce soil erosion.

4) Put In filter strips. It s
always a good Idea to have a
grass filler strip along streams
and open ditches to filter out
contaminants before they
reach the surface waters,

5) Use good Uming. Timing
of manure applications should
be as close as possible to
periods of use by the crop.
Avold spreading these
materials on frozen or snow-
covered ground to minimize
losses from runoff caused by
rainfall or snowmelt.

6) Establish realistic yield
goals, Recognize that
exceptionally good years are
the exception. Establish
realistic yield estimates for
each field, based on soll type,
normal weather conditions,
and previous crop history.
Then fertilize accordingly.

7] Have a nutrient
management plan. Nutrient
management plans help keep
track of application schedules,
and can make the system more
efficient and safer for the

environment

The county soll and water
conservation districts work
with landusers to reduce soll
erosion, improve water quality
and educale people on the wise
use of natural resources. For

more information, contact the
local SWCD office.

Ideas needed

for LOST funds

The West Pottawattamie
Soll and Waler Conservation
District recelves a percentage
of the funds raised through the
Local Option Sales Tax (LOST)
The funds are used for
conservation and natural
resource capital improvement
activities and projects.

The District is looking for
Ideas or suggestions on how to
expand programs to utilize the
funds. Anyone with a
suggestion s asked (o forward
it to West Pottawattamie
SWCD, 305 McKenzie Ave,,
Suite 1, Council Bluffs, 1A
51503. or stop at the office to
visit with the stafl.

Ideas submitted will be
presenled to the SWCD board
of commissioners, who will
make final decisions on how
the funds will be spent.

WiLLIAM
PLAMBECK
GoNSTRUCTION

Persia, IA (712) 488-7853

Terracing ¢ Clearing * Dams ¢ Landscaping
Waterways » Basement Digging « Skid Loader
Bobeat for Rent or Hire « Backhoe Work |
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ithout the farmers who
strive to conserve our land
and its resources, we could
not do business!

We thank them for
their efforts

BUNGE
CORPORATION

19560 Bunge Avenue
Council Bluffs, lowa 51503
112-366-3600
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800-373-0036
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Greener economics and lifestyles

e growing inlerest in
herbs and economically useful
plants is part of the movement
lowards "greener” economics
and lifestyles. it is, for example,
clearly linked with the concern
for rencwable energy,
conservation of resources,
holistic medicine and organic
farming.

What Is a herb? The
definition in the Oxford English
Dictionary Is "plants of which
the leaves, or stems and leaves,
are used for food or medicine, or
in some way for their scent or
flavor.” Looking at the immense
range of modern herbs and
their current uses,. one would be
tempted not so much to narrow
this definition, but to make it
even broader. To expand upon
the Oxford definition, therefore,

a herb can be any plant used for
medicine, as an ingredient in
food or drink for Its preservative
flavoring, or health-giving
properties, or for its perfuming,
cosmelic or cleansing actions
in any other product.

Many plants found in our
part of the state have herbal
uses. Here Is a list of various
plants commonly found in our
areas and their uses:

Mullein - Leaves and
flowers useful for the treatment
of hoarseness, coughs,
bronchitis and asthma. The tea
can be used for Insomnia.

Plantain - Crushed leaves
can be applied directly to the
skin to stop bleeding and lessen
the pain of bee stings and insect
bites

Sunging Nettle - Leaves
may be cooked and eaten like
spinach, made into soup or lea.
Excellent source of vitamin C.
The tea is a remedy for arthritis
and gout.

Dock - Good for skin
diseases. A compress can help
soothe itchy skin; located in
close proximity to stinging
nettle.

Milkweed - The root (fresh
root can cause nausea) is used

for colds. flu and respiatory
problems.

ENVIRONMENTALLY DRIVEN

BELC HNOIL O G Y

A new environmentally driven technology is
svolving. It involves a new way of thinking about and
managing your crops. It provides you
the opportunity for long term profitability
and environmental stewardship for the

land. It is AG*21.

i

Farm Service Company

1020 South Eighth Street
Council Bluffs, IA 51501

Councll Biutts

e T e ot s AR R o) PRy v PO oy R 0. SROp . SR
g U oo LR e e

Loveland .........

Pacilic Junction ...

Silver City .
Station ...
Treynor .
Underwood ...

8253111
644-3038
642-3939
485-2449

v BEZ2-8161
ey DED 1 155
S525-1122
437-3223
566-2388

Dandelion - All parts are
used. Leaves are used In salads;
root as a coffee substitute;
flowers as wine or as a digestive
tonic for constipation; liver and
gallbladder disease,
rheumatism and skin diseases.

Purple Coneflower -
(Echinacea) The root is one of
the linest blood cleansers,
especially for skin problems
such as boils and abceesses;
remedy for tonsillitis and
inflamed gums; externally, the
plant Is used to treat wounds or
uleers; stimulates the
production of white blood cells
which fight infection.

Garlic - Cloves are widely
used in butlers, vinegars, garlic
salt; for colds and coughs; to aid
digestion, for high blood
pressure and arteriosclerosis.

Red Clover - Dried
flowerheads are useful in
treating coughs, bronchitis and
skin conditions.

Oats - Whole plant and
seed is used medicinally as a
nerve tonic; for depression and
insomnia. Overly large doses
may cause headache at the
back of the head.

Corn - Is used medicinally
for urinary tract infections and
stones; the "beard” of the corn
silk is used

Today's children are tomorrow's leaders

Every generation's future
rests with its children, and
tomorrow’s leaders are today’'s
children. The people who share
in shaping children’s minds --
parents, teachers. counselors,
friends
the future of the soclety in
which they live. These are the
people who transmit enduring
attitudes and values which will
shape words and deeds long

alter the teaching is finished. As

we look lo the twentieth
century, we need to ask what
attitudes and values today’'s
children will possess as they
accept their turn as teachers
and leaders. Who is teaching
them, and what are the most
important attitudes and values
to which they are being
exposed?

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION

Terracing
Conservation Work
Tree Cleaning

R ol e e e
Native Grass Seeds * Wildflowers « Custom Seed Cleaning

Heyne Custow Seed Serviees

Bruce A Heyne, Owner

26420 510th Street
Walnut, lowa 51577-4110

- are critical in shaping

Conventional McCormick one-way moldboord plows do o good job o
plowing terroce lond. Terraces last indefinilely if you throw the
bockfurrows on the ridge ond deadfurrows in the channel.

Ph. 712-328-2489 - FAX 712-322-2987 !

Moldboard plow --
antique or conservation tool?

by Mark Schnepel,
Chairman
Board of Commissioners

The plow, while not widely
used in today’s farming, still
has its place even in a no-till
system. It seems in lowa, we
are blessed with two types of
rainfall -- too little, or too
much! After last summer’s
drenchers (up to flve inches
and more). sometimes referred
to as “dirty rains", even no-
tilled flelds complete with
terraces experienced a gully or
two. I've always read where no-
till will heal these gullies, but
the truth of the matter is,

Al the tum of the twentieth
century, a children's education
was dominated largely by his or
her family. With almost half the
nation's people being larmers,
children spent much of their
growing and leamning in the
company of parents. Whether
tagging along through the fields

with a father, or helping a mother

take care of household duties
without today’s convenlences,
children learned not only
vocational skills, but values.
Hard work, honesty, and thrift
were often high on that list;
perbaps as much out of
necessity as out of virtue.
Schooling. where it was
available, often was limited to
grammar school and sometimes
high school, preparing the child
to do the reading, writing and
arithmetic required for a life

32527 270th St.
Neola, lowa 51559
712-485-2493, Home
712-566-2475, Shop

Dams
Dirt Work
Site Grading

Telephone: (712) 784-3454 Fax: (712) 784-2030 Mobile: (712) 248-0227
aemail: HEYNESEEDSOnetina.net
homepage: http/www.netins.net/showcase/biuestem,/ index.html
_—_——————————————— e eee———|

where water goes, soil leaves.
This is where the plow

comes [n. Oh, sure, you are
thinking we've been plowing in
our ditches for forty years! The
trick is to go a step further -- ic
the top of the gully - and plow
what I call "eyebrows” (see
picture) to break up the water

over the field. Especially Ina | !

no-till field, but in any field
with good residue cover, this
will stop erosion by spreading
the water over a greater area.

Then while you are there, plow | !

out the channels of the |
terraces to Increase their
capacity for next year's "dirty
ralns". |

closely associated with the
farm. town or city where they
were bormn and ralsed.

The latter half of the
twentieth century showed
dramatic changes. Famllies no
longer spend most days and
nights interacting with each
other on the farm. Only two
percent of our people farm. and
family members go in several
different directions to spend

their days. The hours logether |'I

shrink, and finding "quality
time” Lo spend together is a
major issue in many families,
Each of us has only so much
time, and adding new
obligations or distractions
means dividing up the
remainder. The sources of
information and Influence are

higher percentage of people
graduating from high school
and college, every educational
hour Is fortified with materials
from around the world. Today's
student is tutored by dozens of
teachers and Influenced by
literally thousands of
Information providers as part ol
his or her education.

Clearly, the challenge of the
twenty-first century is not lack
of information about natural
resources (or anything else).

Overwhelmed by information
from millions of sources, our
children will need to be skillful
in sorting the bad from the good
the reasonable from the false.
That will require an education
that includes not only reliable
facts, but a view of past history,
as well, to help form a
knowledge of what seems
reasonable, and what does not.
Those who understand how the
natural world works, and how
humans have dealt with it, both
responsibly and lrresponsibly
over the ages, will be belter
equipped to make sound
choices when they are
confronted with tomorrow’s
unprecendented challenges and
choices.

I

[ar more diverse. In addition to : }'

It
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by Lou Waite
and Russ Kurth

The theme of Soll and Water
Stewardship Week, from April 25
to May 2 this year, is In the
Children’s Hands.. "As we close
the twentieth century and
second millennium, we must
think about what is being
passed on to future generations.
The children of the new
millennium will need both roots

~ and wings. They will need roots

1 anchored In the legacy of sound

e nalum.l resource conservalion
and wings to strike out, to

innovate and make the world a

better place in which to live.”

(These statements were made by

the organizers of the event).

We asked Michelle Mether
and Justin Gochenour, both
fourth grade students at LoMa

| Elementary School, to give us
. their Ideas about the topic.

y+ Michelle is the daughter of
Curtis and Anita Mether;
Justin's parents are Paul and
Lana Gochenour, all of rural
Logan.

We found both Michelle and
Justin to be very familiar with
the terms "conservation”,
“‘environment”, "natural
resources”, etc. They weren't as
certain about the meaning of
stewardship”, but once It was
defined, they had some good
ideas about how It should be
carried out

"People need to stop
polluting,” Justin said, "and pick
. up their trash! They need to

build terraces, and do no-till,

and fertilize the crops. They

should also plant trees. We just
| planted trees and grass around
J our new house. Trees are good,

because they take carbon
dioxide out of the air. And grass
| helps stop the soll from washing
away.”
Michelle added, "Some
| Insects are good, too. Bees help
pollinate the flowers, and
ladybugs eal other bugs
aphids). Last year [ helped
plant marigolds and zinnias,

and helped take care of them. |

- caught ladybugs at my
| Zrandma’s house and then took
| them to the flowers and let them
§20.”

Kurth asked, "Do you think

 Lhe way people farm the land is
Limportant to you? Both young
|neople were quick to agree that
|'t was "very important”. "You have
‘0 stop the topsoil from washing
OIE" Justin affirmed, "You need
lermaces so this won't happen.”
lhen he added solemnly, "Some

"In the children's hands . . . "

people just need to fix their
terraces!”

“You shouldn't plow up the
ground.” Michelle chimed in, and
Justin agreed. Both said their
father's "do no-ull", and they
knew this meanl leaving "all the
stuff " (stalks, leaves, etc.) on the
field. "so the soil won't wash
away."

The next question from Kurth
was, "Do you think farmers in
general take good care of the
land?" In unison, the response
was, "Some of them!"

“Some are just in it for the
money,” Justin commented, "and
really don't care about the land
or animals."

You can just drive by the
farms and see which one are not
being taken care ofl” Michelle
said emphatically.

When asked what they felt
could be done to better preserve
the soil, they listed terraces. no

Woodbine 0il Company

Top quality fuel
Fast, efficient service

Dwight & Marian Mills
712-647-2217, Woodbine, IR

till, contour farming, fertilizing,
planting grasses and trees, and
worms. “You need worms in the
soll lo keep it loose,” Michelle
informed. “Yeah,” added Justin,
“it's a lot harder to plant without
them keeping the soll soft. The
plant can't push up through
(compacted soll) and the roots
can't go down to water!”

Both said they learned much
about conservation from their
parents, but also from their
leacher, Mr. Rless. "He's really a
good leacher,” Michelle said
eamestly, and Justin nodded his
head in agreement. “1 was at
Willow Lake,” (the outdoor
classroom sesslons) Justin said.
‘We saw the limestone where the
soil was all washed off. They
showed us a lot about nature
and stuff there.” "Yeah. like those
things we picked up,” Michelle
said, then after a moment's
thought added, "Fossils!”

We leamned that both young
people learn through practical
application, such as doing
chores, or assisting with farm
activities. Justin saild he has
helped scoop comn. tend
livestock, change parts on
machinery, fix fence, and "other
things for Mom.” Michelle feeds
the sheep and lambs, and helps
with the cows. She also helps
her mother when called upon,
bul admitted she would "rather
be outside.”

Being outside for Michelle

USDA

"

Justin Gochenour, Russ Kurth and Michelle Mether discuss cumti

often means playing with her
rabbit, “Snowstorm”, the family
dog. "Grizzly", or "tons of cats!"
She has a horse, "Kaitie”, one of
five quarter horses on the farm,
who is "not quite old enough to
ride yet.” She might be found in
the windbreak, observing the
small creatures sheltered there,

letus

~ conserve and grow” &
your financidl resourcesy

or riding her bike. She is a piano
student of "Miss Nixon"; a
member of the Magnolia
Hillbillies 4-H Club. and busy
with school and community

I eventis. She has two older

siblings: a brother Lynn and
sister Jennifer

Justin loves sports, and
plays baseball, soccer and flag
football. He is looking forward to
participating in basketball at
school, and has attended
basketball camps. He likes Lo
fish, and has enjoyed many oul-
state fishing trips with his
family. "But 1 caught a 10-pound
catfish right in my grandpa's
pond!” he said, spreading his
hands lo show the size of it. (Like
most fisherman, he might have
exaggeraled a bit!)

He has a pet parakeet, as well
as an aquarium filled with
goldfish. He once had a pet
chicken, which he named "White
Hen", and for a time a wild rabbit
which had been injured by a
mower. "1 tried to take care of it
after It got hurt,” he said a bit
sadly, "but it didn't live very long.”
(Michelle was obviously
sympathetic, but sagely advised

"We should leave the wild
| animals alone in their own
environment.”)

When asked what oceupation

| he plans to follow, Justin said

with conviction that he wants Lo
be a farmer He has two brothers,
Clinton and Ryan, and two
sisters, Brittany and Kaitlyn.

Justin and Michelle
impressed us as being
intelligent, literate, outgoing,
personable, and obviously well
brought-up. Stewardship, in the
hands of children like these, is a
hope lor the future.

The United States Department aof
Agriculture [(USDA) prohibits
discrimination in its programs on the
basis of race, color, national origin, sesx,
religion, age, disability, political belicfs
and marital or familial status, [Not all
prohibited bases apply to all the
programs)
i
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"Barry's Bloomers" survwe some serious setbacks

by Lou Whaite

elecled the
when

Kellie Barry s
name for her business
her [irsl enierprise was
designing and making flower
arrangements. She used both
fresh blooms, and silk posies
in floral requirements for
weddings, anniversaries, elc.
Bult later she sald felt
uncomfortable, because she
didn’t want to compete with
the excellent florist in
Woodbine.” So she decided to
diversify

1 have my grandmother
Helen Brown's cookbook”, she
said, "filled with recipes she
used over 100 years ago. Many
of these were for Jams, |ellies
and preserves. So | decided o
use the recipes, and see Il there
was a market for these things
today."

Kellle knew that marketing
was very important for a
venture of this kind, She also
knew setting up marketing
procedures, to compete in this
age of advanced technology,
would be expensive. In 1996,
she consulted Sharon Sullivan,
Director of the Harrison
County Development
Assoclation. Sharon suggested
Kellie apply for a grant from
the Golden Hills Resource
Conservation and
Development agency, which
she did.

"Marty Braster was the RC&D
coordinator at that time,” Kellie
recalled, “and he was extremely
helpful -- very knowledgeable
and efficienl. My application
was approved, and | received a
'marketing’ grantl. The money

recelved allowed me Lo gain
access (o the Internet, and
develop a web page for the
business. | was able to
purchase computer hardware
which allows me to print my
own brochures, labels, etc. |
could never have done all this
without the grant, and I really
appreciate It.”

S0 everything was going well!
Kellle and her husband Roger,
an accountant, moved into a
downtown office, which they
shared. She prepared the
Jellles, jams, preserves, elc., in
her well-equipped kitchen,
packaged or bottled them,
applied her own labels, and
displayed them for sale. (The
deliclous fragrances from her
kitchen often wafted Into
Roger's half of the office,
perhaps lightening the mood of
those walting to pick up their
tax returns.)

“T use locally-grown fruit
whenever possible,” Kellie said,
“or shipped-in varieties In
season. Right now, rhubarb is
ready. and soon it will be
strawberries and raspberries.
Later in the summer, I'll pick
elderberries, which are found
along country roads or -- with
their permission -- In farmer’s
fields.”

Excess fruits and juices are
frozen. so that a supply of
product is available all year.
“This time of year, | usually do a
‘batch’ per day,” Kellie said.
Com cob jelly, made from her
grandmother's recipe, Is
packaged with a com-cob
replica of a tractor atop the
jelly jar. "I don't c'h.anp:- a thing
in those recipes,” Kellie

FARMERS & MERCHANTS

EST.- STATE BANK- 1886

Offices in Neola and Minden

Ph. 485-2245 * Ph. 483-2611
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jellies, candles, etc.

declared. "Actually, they are
more adaptable than you think.
They had pectin back in those
days, which was made from
apples. " {It should be noted
that Kellie's business |s state
licensed and Inspected
annually.)

Cireumstances for the
Barry’'s took an abrupt tum for
the worse on May 5, 1997,
however. A lighted cigarette
thrown from the window of an
apartment upstairs ignited the
awning on the office bullding,
Although the blaze was
extinguished by the local fire
department, the residue from
the chemical used
contaminated the food
products, and they had to be
thrown away.

‘It was devastating.” Kellie
sald, "but that wasn't the worsL
A little over a month later, on
June 10, there was the terrible
fire which destroyed three
buildings next to us. (Note: An

electrical short-circuil was
blamed for the fire, which was
battled for hours by ten fire
departments before being

brought under control.) Roger's
computer and office equipment
were saved, but what little
product I had got back together
was lost again. Smoke and
water damage to the building
made It non-repairable, so it
had to come down.”

Roger operated his business
from a rented mobile home
while the demolition process
was taking place. Barry's
Bloomers, however, was
"homeless”. Bul loday, a stately
new bullding stands on the site
of the old, having been
completed in December, 1997.
Appropriately, a Phoenix bird
is engraved into the fascia near
the entrance. Kellie and Roger
once again share the spacious
and attractively enhanced
interior of their new structure.
On the second level are two
apartments, which are
presently occupied.

Kellie has added a new
product, which she again
makes hersell. The air Is now
perfumed by the frangrance of
hundreds of candles, of all
sizes and scents, Many of them

Specializing in

“Rural Realty

Swam Realty

428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741

Leroy Burbridge, Broker, 647-2183
Arnold Heistand , Associate Broker, 647-2414
Jerry Baldwin, 643-5130; Roger Barry, 647-2323;
Patty Kelley, 647-2544; Randy Pryor, 647-2712
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are unique in design, such as a
replica of an ear of "lowa" corn,
complete with removable green
"husks”. A popular item is
"Sweetness and Light”; a
package containing a small jar
of strawberry jam, and a
strawberry-scented candle,
which will fit into the jar when
empty. Kellle has originated
numerous clever ideas such as
this, and declares she is
"having a ball” doing it

We cannot tell Kellie and
Roger’'s story without
mentioning "Hillary”, who has
no connection to the White
House.

Actually. Hillary was adopted
into the family, and since has
developed a personna unique
unto herself. When she sees
Kellie driving up the lane to
their country home, she always
rnuns to meet her, with a loud,
vocal welcome. She provides
excellent "watchdog” service,
giving forth with the same
vociferous vocalizations
whenever she sees or hears
something out of the ordinary.

Hillary loves to play tag, but
Kellie wams that she
sometlimes "gets carried away
Since she is double-|ointed,

See Barry . . . Page 15
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Two new faces around the office

Konda Slagle, State Secretary, has been missed around

the office while on maternity leave. She brought new
son, Cameron, to a recent commissioner's meeting, and

he immediately became the top agenda item.

Warren Wohlers, interrupted from his data entry at the

computer, smiles for the camera.

A new face around the
Harrison office is thatl of
Warren Wohlers, of Missouri
Valley. He Is serving the Soil
and Water Conservation
District as a Soil Conservation
Aide, on a part-time basis.

Warren Is a graduale of
Missouri Valley High School.
He attended lowa Western
Community College, where he
received certification as a tool
& die machinist. and in welding
and hydraulics

He helps his father, Everette,
with farming, and his mother,
Karen, with her hog operation.
Karen also raises, breaks and
trains horses, and Warren Is
“chiel assistant” for this
enterprise.

In his "spare time", which Is
limited, Warren likes to ride his
Appaloosa, Little Boy, who was
obviously named before he
grew to be 14-hands tall. He
and Little Boy like to take part
in trail rides, when possible.
Other family members
sometimes ride along on one of
the 6 horses the Wohlers own.

Warren was an active 4-H
participant when younger, and
a "Whiz Kid" club member until
after graduation from high
school. He was involved in
various projects, and belonged
lo the "Harrison Hoof-beats ", a
4-H horse club.

He said his plans for the
future are undecided at the
present, but he hopes to find an
occupation which lets him
enjoy nature and the outdoors.

Huss Kurth, District
Conservationist, remarked:

“The funds for Warren's
position became avallable as
part of the cooperative
agreement between the
Harrison County Board of
Supervisors (to do PL 566
walershed structure Inspection
and malntenance) and the
Boyer Valley Chapter of

Pheasants Forever, to promote

Ph. 712-644-2210 - FAX 712-644-3247
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Continued from Page 14

she can kick in any direction,
and thal is her favorite trick if
one is unwary. A natural
comedian, she Is becoming
well-known around the
neighborhood, and passers-by
have been known to wave at
her, and yell, "Hi. Hillary!” They
also can hear her serenade,
provided for whatever
occasion, from miles away.

If you haven't guessed by
now, Hillary Is a donkey, but
don't tell her so. She thinks she
Is people!

The Barry's have one
daughter. August. who is a
freshman at Woodbine High
School. Melissa, Roger's
daughter from a former
marriage, is a freshman at the
University of Northern
Missouri. Marysville.

The [amily is busy with
school and community affairs,
but long business hours allow
for little leisure time. They are
members of the Methodist
Church in Woodbine.

As for the future, Kellle said.
"Righ! now, | am allempting to
recover the business accounts
lost due to the lires. | want to
pet back to where | was then,
before | make too many [uture
plans.” Then with her
attractive, gamin smile, she
added. "You know nothing is
certain these days.” (Did we
hear Roger add that old saying,
"except you-know-what and
laxes?’)

Oh, and by the way, Kellie
would like to have a horse, but
she swears she won't name It
"Billt”

the conservation buffer
Initiative Through the latter,
the district hopes to increase

the number of fillter strips
along streams and ponds.

"Warren has sent letters to
landowners along Keg Creek
and the three major drainage
areas which drain into DeSoto
Bend. He will be making a
follow-up contact with each of
these landowners later in the
year.
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Boltons honored for their achievements

Bernile and Norma Bolton

The family of Bernard and
Norma Bolton and their livetock
enterprise, Bern-A-Dale
Shorthorns, was honored at this
year's lowa Beel Exposition, as
lowa Seedstock Producers of
the Year. Each year, various
stale breed organizations
submit nominations to the lowa
Breeds Councill, and from these,
one is selected (o receive the
award.

The prestigious award was
presented by Secretary of
Agriculture Patly Judge In a

ceremony held on February 15
at the lowa State Fairgrounds. A
portrait of the Boltons was hung
in the cattle barn office, along
with those of past recipienis.

"Bernle” began ralsing
shorthormns In 1953 as a 4-H
project, and has expanded the
herd at intervals throughout the
years. Al one time, the herd
included 125 purebred cows,
but this vear there are less than
100, Bern-A-Dale is very much a
family operation, Beginning
with Bernie's father, the

operation Involves four
generations, since now the
grandchildren are part of the
work force. Everyone assists
with feeding. Al procedures,
advertising, showing cattle at
sales and falrs, etc.

The family has had
numerous leadership roles with
4-H and Shorthorn
Assoclations during the past
years, actively promoling the
breed. That tradition is being
carried out by the daughters
and granddaughters. Bernie
and Norma have each held state
and national offices with the
Shorthorn Assoclation.

The promotions which they
have managed and hosled have
resulted In sales to producers In
26 states and several Canadian
provinces. They have shown and
sold cattle at the National
Western Stock Show In Denver;
the Southwestern Beef
Exposition in Ft. Worth; the
lowa, Nebraska, Illinois and
Wisconsin State Fairs, and the
lowa, Nebraska, Kansas, South
Dakota, Ohlo, Tennessee,
Kentucky, Alabama and North
Dakota Beef Expos. They were
Junior sponsors when lowa
hosted the Junior Nationals in
Des Moines in 19294; At presentl
they are assisting with the
organizing of the Junior
Nationals for the year 2000, to
be held in Kansas City. The
event will be in conjunction with
Missouri, Arkansas and
Nebraska.

Educational grant winners

by Michelle Zimmerman
County Resource Planner

The East Pottawattamie
Soil and Waler District
Commissioners have
established an environmental
education grant. with
emphasis on soll and water
conservation and
environmental education. The
first Ume the grant was
avallable, seven grant
applications were returned to
the SWCD office.

The Educational Grant
winners and their projects
were:

Tara Green and Brooke
Ausdemore - Installing a
goose nest from DNR, building
ten wood duck nests, 10
birdhouses and 5 bat houses
for the Walnut Commuinity
Wetlands.

Walnut 1st and 8th grade
students - Planting a native
boundary between /
residential areas and the
Walnut Wetlands. /

Riverside North
Elementary Outdoor
Classroom - Enhancing the
appearance of the Walnut
school frontage wit cross-

curriculum integration of hiuh\ =
school blology, junlor high N\

and 4th grades science
classes, agriculture and
construction classes.
Carroll Olsen, ISU
Extension - Armstrong
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Will the real Sioux Bin
please stand up?
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certainly. . /t has for years and years.

Some Sioux bins have been in service for almost 40
years. Sioux bins are designed and buill to last...and
last. . .and last.

And, not only do Sioux bins stand up for years, but they
prctect your grain 100. Put your grain in a Sioux bin. It's like
putting It «n a bank vault. When it's well managed, it's pro-
lecteg and it's safe.

Look at every part of a Sioux bin. From the heavy, 10
gauge door frame to the rolled roof edge, every part of

v every Sioux bin is built for
lasting strength and absolute

= grain protection,
Take a look, and you'll see

Sioux bins are built to protect
i your grain for years...and

e I 'Eﬂ years. . .and years

6.9 % simple interest,
subject to change weekly

Woodbine Farm Supply
921 Walker Street
Woodbine, IA 51579

Kevin Ring Ja

Bulldozing
ABS |

: & Hauling (>~
Bulldozing * Terracing * Building Site
Grading * Clearing * All Kinds of Dirt

Work * Hauling Rock, Sand, Dirt &
Asphalt

712-485-2431 Neola, IA

S r—— T £
KINZE 2600 Planters

er” lor today's blg planting capacity &

" |
E:in:::':ﬁuui planting challenges!

Row 8 Row W
1211 ::'\'HEH. W: 16 Row N sizes!

L
planting 10 ransport In seconds! ¥
fertilizer w/single of double disc OpENED,
at 5" 10 19° aarow rows
wirame & row-unil
"'fn:"f:énm management

Liquid or d
or Interplant wi

-prec)-lon placement

spec —_—
mid. atachments tor i o
reauirements! E F_’E o

(] | ——
e ALl

o= ﬂ-;-'__!. 5 -

See your Kinze dealer loday! o

™ -

Sorensen Equipment
Box 446, Harlan, 1A 51537

ﬁ
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Research Farm, Forage
Management Course for
Southwest lowa farmers.
Weslside Feeders 4-H Club
- Touring the USDA Soll Tilth

Laboratory and the Agronomy
and Horticulture plots.

Armstrong Research Farm
- Constructing a glass-walled
soll-viewing pit on the farm.

The grant is funded
through donations received
from the public. It is avatlable
to all school districts, county
4-H clubs, the Armstrong
Research Farm or any other
organization with education
as a focus. For more
information, those Interested
may call 712-482-6408.
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