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GRASSED WATERWAY

Grassed waterway practice is an eligible practice for
State Cost Share and IFIP (lowa Financial Incentive
Program for Soil Erosion Control). Soil and Water
Conservation District commissioners set local priorities
for the use of these funds, and field office staff is avail-
able for conservation plan-
ning and practice design.
Practices installed are
subject to maintenance
agreements to assure their
long-term, successful
performance. Funds are
matched by landowners,
spent locally to hire private
construction contractors,
and reinvested into the
economies of local commu-
nities. In addition to soil conservation and water quality
protection, local jobs and businesses benefit from
these financial incentives.

A grassed waterway and vegetated filter consist of a
natural or constructed vegetated channel that is
shaped or graded and vegetated to carry surface
water at a non-erosive velocity to a stable outlet that,
in turn, spreads the flow of water before the water
enters the vegetated filter.

Grassed waterways convey runoff from terraces, diver-
sions, or other water concentrations without causing
soil erosion or flooding. Vegetation in the waterway
protects the soil from erosion caused by concentrated
flows while carrying water down slope. The stable
outlet is designed to slow and spread the flow of water
before it enters a vegetated filter. Depending upon the
selection of vegetation and management practices,

grassed waterways can offer diversity and cover for
wildlife.

A grassed waterway and vegetated filter are used in
areas where added water conveyance capacity and
vegetative protection are needed to control soil
erosion resulting from concentrated runoff. Such
areas commonly include draws and other
low-lying areas or outlets for other conserva-
tion practices (e.g., diversions and terraces).
The minimum capacity of a waterway
conveys the peak runoff expected from a
storm of 10-year frequency, 24-hour
duration. In some areas, a combination of
high peak runoff and steep slopes may
cause water velocities that preclude the use
of a grassed waterway.

The grassed waterway and vegetated filter
can enhance wildlife objectives, depending on the
vegetative species used and management practiced.
Consider using native or adapted vegetative species
that can provide food and cover for important wild-
life. Delay mowing of the waterway and filter area
until after the nesting season. Prescribed burning, or
other disturbance practice, may be appropriate to
enhance wildlife values, but burning must be con-
ducted to avoid critical nesting seasons or to reduce
winter cover.

Other practices eligible for State Cost Share / IFIP
are: Terraces, Grade Stabilization Structures, Water
and Sediment Control Basins, Pasture and Hayland
Planting, Filter Strips, Field Borders, Windbreaks
and Riparian Forest Buffers.

For more information about a Grassed Waterway
and other practices, Please call the Dickinson
County NRCS Field Office at 712-336-3782, Ext. 3.
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Tillage System Field Operation No. of Field Trips
Strip Tillage Strip preparation with application of fertilizer, Plant 2
No Tillage Apply N; Plant; Apply P and K with the planter; (maybe fall
broadcast P & K) 3
Ridge Tillage Apply N; Plant; Cultivate (apply liquid N); Cultivate to prepare
ridge; (maybe fall broadcast P & K) 3-5
One-pass Tillage Knife-in N; Broadcast P and K; Field cultivate; Plant 4
Conventional Tillage Broadcast P and K; Chisel plow; Knife in N; Field cultivate;
Plant 5

Courtesy of: Midwest Plan Service, Publisher, Gyles Randall & Peter Hill, Authors
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NRCS Staff: IDALS-DSC Staff: District Staff:
Carroll Oskvig, District Conservationist Maxine Butler, State Secretary Steve Anderson, Clean Water Alliance
Tim Moran, Soil Conservation Technician Coordinator

Betty Romero, Soil Conservation Technician

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a
part of an individual's income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




