
Contracts will be let ia 
early August f~J the first 
work on Big Wyacondah 
Watershed, the S 1-mhUoq 
development that will streldt 
over about eight 
F edera l funds 

ubout $800,000 will 
s~ruction and cngin g 
structures that will "walk" wa­
ter off the land, stop gullie~ and 
C' osion, and pres~::rve pro-
ductivity. · . 

'L'b.e differenc~ ilet 'laen ffie 
fe:der al allocation and $1-mil­
lion is local c~ntribulions in the 
fvrm of casemen ts, land rights, 

• 
be from 

a!so m 

aPd indivtdually-appllad land 
treatment practices. 

Verle Arnold, V{Ork unit con­
servationist \~ith the local Soil 
Conservatidi,. .iSer\'ice tJ$trlct, 
said s~en · ~t~bilizatioll·. strt\c­
hu·es (earthen dams which con-
trol water run-off and back \lP 
ppols of 4-6 acres) and a struc4'1 
tural waterw:ly a re th e Btg 

" :Wyaconda h projectii on tap fol1 
this year. The ftrst J,;ear c~t,.J. 
including engineeniug, is csli­
ma\ed at $80,000. 

llef41tre fede\'al mon'yJJOeS 
jnto a project, if must '!how 

"1hat benefits outstrip costs. 
For Big "Wy~conda}l, there 
will be an estimated $1.60 

,;-e.t,urned in . beQefits for 
every Sl spent. Benefit s in­
volve savings in road and 
bridge maintenance, s tabil-

The eight-year cons~ruc­
tion program includes two 
flood water retarding struc­
tures, 57 g~ a de stabilization 
structures, 3.9 miles of 
stream channel improve­
ment on LiUle Wyacondah . 
and 9 acres of structural 
waterways. 

The ej.ghl projects thi~ ~)~r 
·• nre confined to the Little W~·a­

<.undah area of the water;;hed. 
Following authorization last 

fnll a mo\'e was made to estab-
and 
to 8,000 
ized. 

, . 
7 ,ooo 1~ a co~llt)l;-wiM. lev,y whtch 
lfoi'- "' w.qul<i permif~f>'ll\b 4 ,uartcr­

m!H each y~ar to pay tor water­
Wyacon<.lah in\'olves shed maintenance. The board of The Big 

~ 

izing guUies, removing 
flood threa'ts. and enabling 
land onc!B virtu~"tl'ft dis­
carded be!llf'~ of flooding 

, ,fa b~ turnNC from poor pas-
• ftl.re and tt&K'J'iftl crop pro· 

duction. 

Two other t\'a ershed prQ­
posa~· have been launched 
through the same prQcedure that 
r esulted 111 approval of Bi'g Wya­
condah ....,... but it's a long r oacl 
authorization. • 

Applications · hav~ been ~en\ 
1CJ the State. Soil .Conservat.l® 
Curmnittee for North Wyacon­
dah and Carter Oreek water­
~heds and the committee is ex­
pected to make its deciswn m 
July on whether' to accept or re­
ject either. one or' tloth applica ­
tious. 

Assuming both appltcations 

I 

I 

supervisor s agreed to this levy 

:1" • 

.J~ ' . are accepie<i, the next step 
,,,ould be ~\rentual appro\'al +for 
~ormulatin~ w ork plar~s. The 

• .state co\nm..ttce selects ~r01ects 
f.pr ~~~nnin,~on the basis Of 11cal 
it ~t an~ the land tr&Q ent 
larmers h_a,~e alrea{ly ap Ue on 
an indiVft1ual bast~' 

Onctl ~lans 
form"fated and reviewe Sy 
local people, the big stfl -tli 
relllched-sending pla~ tO 
Washington, D. C. for col\-
gressional authorizatiort. 
~provai on that ~evel 
would bring an appi6)pria 
1. f~· . ~ 10n ~ . construcilon. 
Arnold smd it is ~ifficult to 

estimate how long {~ might pe 
before author~z~}tn migJ}t . be 
g1Yen t he c!}te? 1\'~ Nortlti.\vya­
oondnh pro)CClS. 11 all gtes well, 
action on Carter Cre:;k invol-

and 
this spring .. When o~ner water .. 
9neds are :(llthorize~ and con· ' lost .in a pa 
stn\oted, 1\inds for tbetr mai~- 'However, J.!o.w:o;;trldic1\!cd tf.·a ~ 
tcnatl'ce will ~orne ftom this'"'"'''l .• a,nd owners in Big Wyaconcflh 
same source, but millage canno! 
exc~ed one-!outth mill. • li are going to . have to step up 

participation in land trcatmijnt 
The 'soil Conservation D istrict, practices. The overall cl vel_ p-

h d n'\ent hin ges on measures appli~d 
in coooeratibn with waters e l 
office\~ h ave also been contact- larm-by-faW. I n this fir.st. tw 
ing lati· and liert holders to l:lb- project::; ~ h1lve been cunhn~ 0 

farms where land trcatxbe 1L tain si(natures giving easements, 
lund tights, aqd in some.( in- practices arc virtually •'C9ll1-

stances applying for water stor- plcted. ~· 
age pertnit~. ~' "Fanu;ers plannl,J.lg "t~ch .,l_ir~c-

Arnold said cooperation ticcs a~~·qacing:.1\hd contQqxmg 
has been gbod and the only sh~kl make ~)pJic·ltio~ fo~. 
difficulties in obtaining c<t!tt-sharmg soon alter J.t Y ,1. 
easements and agreements Al nqld srri,cl. The J\~culttt.ral 
has n<''t been wilh individ- Stabtlizahon ~m.d.'i Cunscn·atwn 
uals, but with lien holders S~·rvice, with an ollice m. Bh~om-
such as federal land banks f1cld, handles these apphcatwns. 


