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Cosby new District Conservationist at West Pott NRCS/SWCD 

Lloda Cosby Is looking forward to learning more about the midwest and its people, and to a closer 
• acquaintance with Area Four NRCS/SWCD personnel. 

by Lou Waite 

While she isn't related to the 
famous comedian, Linda Cosby 
has a sense of humor, which was 
evident lhroughoul the interview. 
Her humor is more subtle, but 
someumes revealed the sharp wit 
which belied her gentle demeanor. 

A native of CoffeeviUe, 
Mississippi, Linda was 
valedictorian of her high school 
graduation class. At that time she 
received recognition for 12 yem 
of perfect anendanre! 

She was awarded a cum laude 
degree in Agricultural Economics 
from Alcorn State University in 
Lorman, MS. Having been a 
ROTC cadet, she went on to serve 
as a Second Lieutenant m the 
Uruted States Army and spent four 
years in Bamberg, Germany. 

During the intenm, she was 
caUed to duty in Saudi Arab1a. 
spending 5 1/2 months serving 
with the anned forces during the 
Persian Gulf conflict. 

She became reflective when 
asked about that experience, and 
finally said, "It wasn't preuy. I 
remember when we first reached 
the desert , 11 was so barren. There 
were no necessities, so we had to 
dig trenches for latnnes. We 
showered wilh water contained in 
bean and corn buckets ·- which 
had been sterilired, of course. 
Later there were portable facilities 
mstalled, but it was still pretty 
bleak." 

Lmda noted lhat her unit 
processed the soldiers coming to 
lhe area, making certain they had 
ID and msurance cards, etc. 

"After the war began, we also 

had to make casualty reports," 
Linda said. "It was sad to see any 
names on the repon, but I was 
always lhankful when there was 
no listing of anyone I knew." 

Following active duty. Linda 
remained a member of the Army 
Reserves. and has attained the rank 
of Captain. 

While seeking employment, 
she made application for the 
position of Soil Conservationist 
at the LeMars NRCS office, and 
was accepted. She served there 
from September 1993 unul June 
1995, then transferred to the 
Sioux City office. On August 3 1 
of this year, she became District 
Conservationist at West 
Pottawattamle NRCS/SWCD m 
Council Bluffs. 

Lmda said she had VISlled 
relatives 10 Council Bluffs m 
1993, so the area was not totally 
strange to her. And having been in 
Iowa for some years. the "culture 
shock" had pretty well been 
absorbed. 

Linda well knows the mean10g 
of that term, however. The year 
she began the first grade 1n 
Coffeeville was the fU'St year the 
schools were mtegrated. At that 
young age, she f~rst became 
acquainted with, and really aware 
of, preJudlce. 

"I couldn't understand it," 
Linda said, with sadness in her 
vo1ce, "and I still don't. I don't see 
why all of us --- black and white ­
• can't JUSt try to get along w1th 
each other." 

She recalled an incident when 

as a small child, she deliberately 
drank from a fountain which was 
labeled "White", instead of the one 
reserved for the "Black" residents. 

• A wh1te man came over to 
me and snarled, 'Can't you 
read?!"', Linda recalled. "and I 
looked up at lum and saJd, 'No!' 
Of course I could read. but he 
must have believed me, for he told 
me to go away and never do that 
again. I can laugh about it now." 
Then with a nash of her attractive 
smile Linda admitted, "I think 
afterward I laughed about it then!" 

Unda also remembered a 
feeling of deja vous when she 
v1sited her home-town as an adult 
"In this b1g Co-op buildmg, there 
had always been separate doors to 
the rest rooms," she mused. "I 
noticed that the same doors were 
suU there. They had been pam ted 
over, but you could still read 
"COLORED ONLY" and 
"WHITE ONLY" underneath. I 
stood there, lhmlong how thmgs 
have changed • Then after a long 
pause. she said, "In some ways 
they have changed, anyway. And 
you learn to live with it when 
they don't.· 

Happily Linda reported that she 
had been very well received m the 
Council Bluffs office. and was 
becommg beuer acquainted with 
the sJafi each day. AI the time of 
the interview. she was looking 
forward to meeung the D1stnct 
CommiSSioners during lheir 
September meetmg. 

Meanwhile, she said she was 
planning to maintain the current 
routine wlule becommg more 

familiar With it. "Why fix it if it 
isn't broken?", she quipped. She 
had been interested m the 
plugging of a well. which she 
observed for the firsr urne. "In 
other areas, we JUSt refer them to 
the public health department ," she 
commented 

For recreation she li.kes to play 
basketball and sofrball. and hopes 
to join local teams to contmue 
those activliJes. After bemg 
prodded she finally admitted she 
had been an accomplished athlete 
10 high school. excelled in track. 
and competed u1 the state meet 
two success1ve years. 

Meanwh1le, she travels to Fon 
Dodge for her Army Reserve 
activities. but hopes to transfer to 
a Des Momcs umt She said she 
IS stnvmg to attain the rank of 
Major. Then with a chuckle, she 
stated. "I plan to retire as a Four 
Star General!" (In th1s writer's 
opmion. that may not be a joke 

Linda's 13-year-old son, 
Simue~ attends Krrn Junior High 
School10 Counc1l Bluffs. Her 
parents still reside m Coffeeville. 
She has one sister and three 
brothers. all still m lhe US 
miluary. In 1991 and 1992. they 
and Lmda were all servmg 
oversea~ at the same time. 

Jeff Z1mpnch Area 
Conservationist commented: 

'I would hke to welcome 
Linda to southwe~l Iowa. I know 
her past e)(pcriences in her 
personal hfe. m the mllll3f) . and 
wuh NRCS will be valuable to 
the conservation effon of West 
Pouawa11am1e SWCD. 

I hope that all conservation 
panners and ag producers 
concerned will also welcome 
Lmda, and take the opponunity to 
work with her m all areas 
mvolved." 

Cindy Jones new SCT at West Pott 
Cindy Jones ~d she has wanted 

to "come home" for a number of 
years. That des1re w11l be fulfilled on 
October 11 , when she joins the West 
Pottawattamie office staff as a Soli 
Conservation Techmc1an (SCI'). 

At her new location, Cindy will 
be responsible for terrace layout and 
design. structure des1gn, surveying. 
and other duues relating to soil 
conservauon. 

A native of Osceola. Cindy 
rece1ved an assocuue degree from 
Southwestern Community College 
in Creston. She formerly served two 
years w1th the NRCS ArneriCorps 
program in Sentinel. Oklahoma, and 
later rece1ved in-service traJnmg as an 

Cindy Jones 

Scr at Clinton. OK. In August, 
1997. she began her duties as an 
SCf at the Warsaw. Indiana NRCS 
field office. 

"I met JeffZ1mpnch at an 
orientatJon/training session for new 
employees in June," Cmdy recalled, 
• and in our conversanon, I 
mentioned that I would I Lice to get 
back to Iowa, since the rest of my 
fam1ly IS still lhere. So when he 
contacted me and said there was an 
openmg 10 Council Bluffs. I didn't 
waste any time in saying I would 
take tt!" 

Cindy saJd her favorite activllles 
are "anything to do w1th the 
outdoors" --- 1e, hilcJng. canoemg, 
f1Sh10g, etc. --· and country western 
dancmg. She IS an av1d reader, and 
serves as "techmcal rude" for her 
fiance. Walter Gathn, who provtdes 
J..araoke mus1c for various events. 
She also said ~he "loves to bowl " 

Cmdy will be closer to her 
parents in Osceola, and she has two 
sisters and a brother there. She also 
has a sister 1n Lam om and two 
brothers m Des Momcs and Creston. 
respectively. 

After thelt mamage. Cindy and 
Walt's family will include her son 
BenJamm 14; and hiS three sons: 
Walter, Jr 15. Jared 13. and Aaron. 
12. "With sons 12. 13. 14 and 15". 
Cindy sa1d w1th a chuckle, "we will 
probably have to concentrate on our 
'copmg w1th teenager skiDs'." 

Lmda Cosby, West 
Ponawattamie District 
Conservationist, srud, "We are 
lookmg forward to worlcing with 
Cmdy". and Tracy Bruun, District 
Secretary, added with a chuckle, 
"ActualJy, we can't wait until she 
gets here. because we are swamped! • 

• 
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Peterson's career spanned 40 years 

Lyle Peterson 

by Julia Gubbels 

On June 30. 1998. Lyle 
Peu~rson's 40-year career wnh 
SCSJNRCS ended. His reLtrement 
was to the date of when he began 
his career. 

ln 1989 he assumed the 
position of Dtstrict Conservauonist 
at the Counctl Bluffs field office 
Wlule workmg there. Lyle had the 
opportumty to associate wtth and 
serve numerous mdtviduals and 
orgaruzauons to promote 
conservatJon. 

A dtnner/recepoon was held 
July 2 at the Fox Run Clubhouse 
m Counctl Bluffs wi th 80 persons 
m attendance. Gathered to honor 
Lyle for hts conservation efforts of 
the past four decades were famtly 

members. friends. co-workers, 
former employees. current and past 
commtsstoncrs and his peers from 
NRCS offices m the area 

Follow10g a dinner. a program 
of skits and numerous stones from 
vanous mdtviduals was presented. 
Lyle was rcctptent of a monetary 
gift. as well as a few of humorous 
variety. 

"Thanks. Lyle. for your 
dedtcallon to conservation over the 
past fony years!" 

Start planning 
for windbreaks 
by Julia Gubbels 

Are you thmking about 
planllng a wmdbreak next spring? 
If so. now is the time to start 
plannmg. You mtght thmk you 
have plenty of time. but due to the 
mcreased demand for trees m recent 
years. avatlabtllty of spectes has 
been hmllcd Plan ahead to have a 
windbreak that you'll enjoy for 
years to come. 

The West Ponawattamte Sotl 
and Water Conservation OtStnct 
has cost-share available for 
farmstead and field wmdbreaks.ln 
order to rccetve cost-share. certain 
guidelines need to be followed. In 
order to be eligible, you must be an 
owner of at least 10 acres 10 
Pouawattarnie County and produce 
an agnculture commodity. If you 
are an eugtble landowllCr, the 
windbreak needs to consist of at 
least three rows in order to receive 

FARMERS & ME II CHANTS 
ES'I: · STATE BANK·ItiS(, 
Offices in Neola and Minden 

Ph. 485·2245 * Ph. 483·2611 

Please call on us in regard to: 
LOANS; 

• Agricultural Operating 
*Equipment, Truck, Auto 
*land, Housing, Home Improvement 
*Personal 

SAVINGS INSTRUMENTS, 
CERTIFICATES OF DEPOSIT, IRA'S 
NO CHARGE CHECKING 

(We still return your cancelled checks) 
SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES 

WE SUPPORT YOUR SOIL 
CONSERVATION EFFORTS 

Team loses two, "Farewell" to a fine technician 
• gatos one, one 

still to come 
In June of this year the 

Counctl Bluffs NRCS office lost 
two valued members of tiS 
conservauon team. 

LOts Crawford accepted a 
computer programmer posibon at 
First Nauonal Bank after serving as 
a Sot I Conservation Techmctan 
Since 1991. 

Two weeks later on June 30, 
Lyle Pet.erson reured after forty 
years with SCS/NRCS. 

In addition, Tracy Bruun, 
DIStrict Secretary began materruty 
leave on May 27, followtng the 
b11th of a daughter to she and her 
husband, Tom. Shelby Taylor 
Bruun JOtned brother Derek, who is 
two. Tracy returned to work on 
Jwy 24. 

The dtstnct would hke to 
apolopze for any inconvemences 
experienced by us cooperators 
dunng thts ume of transtuon, and 
thank them for understanding. 

On August 31. Linda Cosby 
assumed the position of Dtstrict 
ConservauomsL Prior to accepting 
tJus postuon, Linda served as a 
S01l Conservauomst m the Sioux 
Cny NRCS office. The"tearn" 
looks forward to havmg Lmda as 
itS leader. 

To date. a vacancy 
announcement has been posted for 
the Soil Conservauon Techmctan 
posit.ton. Plans are that thts 
posliJOn wtll be filled some ume in 
the future. 

cost-share from the distnct. 
Those wishing addtuonal 

informauon or a windbreak plan for 
a proposed site may call West Pon 
SWCD at 712-328-2489 and ask 
for Julia. 

Oh, beautiful 

by W. Pott Commissioners and 
Staff 

The alarm clock pterces the 
eardrums. Once agam, ltts a 
Monday mommg and the start of 
another work week. Upon arnving 
at the office, the telephone rings 
conunuously for about an hour or 
longer, and the madness has ortly 
begun. Thts was a typtcal start of 
the day for Lois Crawford wlule she 
was a Soil Conservation 
Techntctan. 

During "peak" layout, there 
were few eight-hour-days. Very 
rarely did Lois wear a watch to 
know what time it was. Her day 
ended with desigrung terraces m the 
computer and occasionally 
delivering notes to contractors. 

Lois has left her mark on many 
billstdes tn Pottawanarnte County. 
She especially looked forward to 
terracmg an unterraced htll. Given 
any situation m the field. Lots 
would work with the farmer and 
contractor to see what the best 
option would be for practicality and 
cost. Unhke other conservation 
districtS, West Pott uulizes the 
laser level and has the landowner 
and/or contractor present at the time 
of surveymg. "We're gomg to miss 
her. She'll be hard to replace." 
commented numerous contractors. 

Juha Gubbels commented, 
"Prior to working wtth LoiS, I had 
heard of her technical knowledge 
and great working relations with 
farmers and contractors. When I 
ftrst start.ed, I would go along with 
Lois to learn and help. She made 
the comment that she 'wasn't a 
good teacher of the trade'. Those 
who had the opportumty to work 
wtth her, however, knew that she 
was thorough in explanauon." 

LoiS started with SCS/NRCS 
in 1989 as a temporary dtstnct 
employee m Harlan. Her pnmary 
duues were data entty and other 
computer work. and asstSilng with 
terrace layout and cbeckouL In 
November 1991, she accepted full ­
time employment as a soil 

3218 Second Avenue 
Council Bluffs, lA 51502 

712-328-2389 800-373-0036 

• 
Lois Crawford 

conservation techructan m Council 
Bluffs. As a SCT. her pnmary duty 
swuched to terrace layout and other 
structures. During her tenure at the 
Counctl Bluffs field office, she was 
responsible for construction 
activities in the district, whtch 
included 40 to 50 miles of terraces 
annually. 

In the faU of 1997. Lots 
enrolled at Iowa Western 
Community College (JWCC) for 
computer prograrnmmg classes, and 
contJnued to work full ume. With 
her busy schedule, she was still 
able to maintain her htgh quality of 
work, and also excel m !he 
classroom. In May, 1998, LotS 
graduated from IWCC wtth a degree 
m computer prograrnmmg. In June. 
she accepled the position of 
Programmer/Analyst at First 

1 National Bank m Omaha. 

The commissioners and staff 
hosted an open house for Lois on 
June 18. Those in attendance 
mcludcd family members, 1 
contractors. fanness. dtstnct 
commissioners and NRCS staff 
from offices around the area. 

"We wowd like to thank LoiS 
for her years of dedtcaoon and her 
work promoting soil conservation 
10 the dlStnct." a spokesman for her 1 
peers declared. "It was a pleasW"e 
worktng with her 

"Thank you Lots! Best wishes 
m your new career! • 

CONSTRUCTION 

GERALD L. RING 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
WORK OF ALL KINDS 

HEOLA, lA 51559 

SHOP: 711-485-1247 
HOME: 712·485·2022 
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10 Iowa Loess Hills Scenic B is the first 

by Julia Gubbels 

The Loess Hills scenic byway 
is the first scenic byway m Iowa. 
This byway passes through a 
uruque land formation_ wh1ch IS 

only fifteen miles w1de and about 
200 miles long from near Sioux 
City. Iowa to St Joseph. 
Mlssoun. Although deposits of 

loess, wh1ch are windblown soils, 
are found across the world, nowhere 
but in the Yellow River Valley of 
China and this area are they 
deposited in such depths. 

The Byway enters 
Pottawattarnie County on County 
Road L34, continues south and 
meets ffighway 191, then follows 
ffighway 6 toward Council Bluffs. 

The route goes through the city v1a 
ffighway 192 and intersects 
ffighway 92. The Byway then turns 
east to meet US ffighway 275 
which leads to the south. Included 
in this area is the Hitchcock Loop 
located near Beebeetown. 

Located centrally in the Loess 
Hills, Council Bluffs was called 
Kanesville when me Mormons 

West Pottawattamie SWCD cost-share for CRP seeding 
To promote the upcoming 

Conservation Reserve Program 18th 
sign-up, the West Pottawattarnie 
SWCD will be providing cost-share 
for the sign-up, which begins 
October 16 and ends December 11, 
1998. Cost-share assistance wiU be 
on seed only, and will not include 
fertilizer or machine-hire. 

At this time, the cover practices 
will be the same as the previous 
general sign-up. The cost-share rates 
are divided by the cover practice as 
foUows (aU cost share rates are flat 
rates): 

CP-1 includes permanent 
introduced cool season grasses and 
legumes at a cost -share rate of $15 

Boyer Valley 
Farm & Home 

Center 

"Your one-stop spot 
for all yoyr home 
construction and 

repgjr needs• 

Woodbine, lA 
712-647-2816 

Roger & Pat Melby 

per acre. 
CP-2 is establishment of 

permanent native grasses: 
a) sw1tcbgrnss (soltd stand), 

cost share $25 per acres 
b) big bluestem and lndlan 

grass,cost-share $70 per acre 
c) combination (aU three), cost­

share S90 per acre 
CP-3 and CP3A are pme or 

hardwood tree plantings. at a cost­
share rate of ~250 per acre. 

CP-40 is the establishment of 
permanent wildlife habitat. This 

practice contains mixtures whiCh 
mclude legumes, cool season 
grasses, native grasses, forbs, 
shrubs and trees (dollar amounts 
listed are cost-share rates) 

1) cool season grass. $15 per 
acre 

2) warm season native grasses 
a - switch grass. S25 per acre 
b - big bluestem & Indian 

grass, $70 per acre 
c - aU three, $90 per acre 

3) tree/shrub planting, S250 per 

Keuin Ring 
~~r--n Bulldozing ~~t~ 

~~~?P- 0' Houlin 
Bulldozing • Terracing • Building Si t e 
Grading • Clearing • Rll Kinds of Di rt 

Work • Houllng Ro ck, Sand, Dirt & 
Rspholt 

712-485 - 2431 Neola, lA 

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION 

Terracing 
Conservation Work 

Tree Cleaning 

32527 270th St. 
Neola, Iowa 51559 

712-485-2493, Home 
712-566-2475, Shop 

Dams 
Dirt Work 

Site Grading 

paused there on therr way west In 
the early 1850's the town was 
renamed Council Bluffs in honor of 
the lltle given the region by 
explorers Lewis & Clark. The trail 
pioneers made the city a crossroads 
to the west. Local attractions 
include the Hitchcock Nature Area. 
the History. Squrrrel Cage Jail, the 
General Dodge House, Western 
Historical Trails Center, RailsWest 
Railroad Museum and the Wabash 
Trace Nature Trail Center. 

During the early years, the h11ls 
were mostly prauie. Since then the 
creauon of farms, communities and 
roads have halted the wildfues 

acre. 
Anyone who has questions is 

invited to stop at the NRCS/SWCD 
office or caU 712-328-2489 for 
further information. 

• 

which once swept the hills. 
Woodland plants and trees have 
taken over many of the hills. If 
praine plant life still exists. 11 IS 

usually on the south and west 
slopes. Some prairie plants and 
animals found nowhere else in Iowa 
endure in the Loess Hills. 

Today, debate exiSts as to 
whether the hills should be 
preserved and some returned to thelf 
prairie origins. or if they should be 
developed for agricultural. 
residential and commercial uses. 

Those unfamiliar with the 
Loess Hills Scenic Byway and the 
beautiful scenery are invited to 
spend some time talong m the 
sights. 
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Interpretive • signs point out sites and sights Hills Loess the • 
In 

Canyon Forest overlook, and 
another at the Loess Htlls Wildlife 
Area west of Castana. 

The RC&D committee 
workmg on thiS project COnSISts of 
representatives of Western Iowa 
Tourism and Iowa West 
Foundation. which rece1vcs 
funding from Iowa West Racing 
Assoc1at1on. the non· profi t 
orgamz.atJon wh1ch owns and 
operates Bluffs Run Casino and 
sponsors the licenses for Ameristar 
Casmo Hotel and Harvey's Cas10o 
Hotel. Also members of the 
committee are country 
conservauon board staff personnel. 
Iowa state park staff and the 
Dlfector of Golden H•lls RC&D 
Shirley Frederiksen. ' 

T~is interp_retive panel tells of an " American Treasure", tbe Loess Preparation Canyon State 
H~lls, and mcl~des a. brief hi~tory of bow they were formed, along Park 
w1tb other pertment mformat1on. The 344-acrc Preparauon 

Canyon State Park 1s a remote and 
lovely area Still relatively 
untouched by humans. The park is 
located 10 the umque Loess Hills 
and IS surrounded by dramauc 
ndges on the north, south and 
wesL It prov1des a beauuful 
backdrop for hikers and farmly 
p1cmckers. The park !Jes at the 
very north end of the Loess Hi Us 
P10neer State Forest. now under 
development 

Loess Hills State l'orest 
Iowa's newest state forest 1s 

currently 9.080 acres m ~ILe 
When acquis1uon IS completed. it 
will encompass approximately 
20.000 acres 

Pnonly. the area was a mixture 
of pnvate ownersh1ps. Average 
siz.e of acquiSitions through June. 
1996, was 155 acr(1S and ranged 

Tbe ?ld Preparation townsite is now a hiking and back-pack from 3 to 1,037 acres. 
campmg area, frequented often by the public. Land is purchased on.ly from 

The Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources State Parks 
Bureau and Forestry Bureau has 
been working in conjunction with 
the Golden Hills Resource 
Conservation and Development 
~C&D) staff. The1r joint project 
mvolves the Installation of a series 
of interpretive s1gns along the 
Loess Hills Scemc 'Byway m 
western Iowa 

These mterpreuve s1gns mclude 
some "general tnfonnauon" signs 
concernmg the fonnauon of the 
hills and the native prame wh1ch 
once covered them. There are also 
some "sue spectfic• s1gns wh1ch 
highlight areas of un1que mterest 
or hJStorical events of the past 

The s1gns are des1gned with a 
blue banner and the Loess H1lls 
Scenic Byway logo to 1dcnttfy 
them as part of the byway system. 
They w11l be mstalled 10 various 
county parks, state parks and forest 
overlooks. Eventually, they w111 

Woodbine 

Manufacturing 

(712) 647-2050 

Bus Brown Drive 

Woodbine, Iowa 

be placed elsewhere on public 
lands, to provide information for 
viSitors to the hills. 

At Preparation Canyon State 
Park. three s1gns have been placed. 
One at the entrance to the parlc: is a 
"prame panel"; another is at the 
forest overlook m the park. and the 
thiJ'd Inside the parlc has 
10formation about the former 
Mormon settlement at the site. 

An mterpretive panel has also 
been mstalled on the observation 
platfonn of the Preparation 

willing sellers. Three of the units 
are named for the towns in the 
VICinity: Mondamin. Pisgah and 
L1ttle SioUA. The Preparation 
Canyon uru t was named after a 
small settlement no longer in 
exiStence. 

Preparation Townsite 
In 1853. Charles B. Thompson 

parted from a Monnon wagon tram 
destined for Utah, after rece1ving a 
message from what he termed 'The 
Spmt". He became leader of a 
group of Mormons who traveled 
on to "Kanesv1lle". wh1ch later 

HUS.Z 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 

~=~~ 44214 IDLEWOOD ROAD 
OAKLAND, IOWA 

ALL TYPES OF SOIL 
CONSERVATION WORK 

SITE GRADING 

~::::-.--.Larsen 
- ~ CJ'-""'" 

Lowell (Butch) Husz 
Ph. 712-482-6852 

Tim Husz 
Ph. 712-484-3435 

Construction. LLC 

•Ter races • Waterwavs • Cleannd • 0 

• Bu i ldi n g Sites • Genera l Earthwork 
• 20 yrs Exp erien ce • Refer ences upon request 

•Free Estimates 
401 Mill St., P O B ox 75 Home (712) 769-2360 
Lewis. IA 51544 Mobile (712) 25 4-2360 

~ 
Vand~ls set fir~ to this information board and the brochures it once ~·' 
contamed. J?eahng with such senseless acts is one duty Brent says be 
does not enJoy. 

became Counctl Bluffs. From Warned by a young man, lioO 
there. he and some of the men m Thompson avo1ded the mob by ~ 
hiS party searched the surrounding hidmg m a fnend's attic 10 Onawa. 
countryside. and found the area From there he was successful m Ira, 
called "Monona•. an Indian word leavmg the state. Many of the ~~ 
for "Peaceful Valley". group wCJe dls1Uus1oned (and m 

The group traveled to the Site, broke) after the experience, and n 
and founded the town of decided to leave Preparauon and ~ 
Preparation. They built houses and continue to Utah. ~ 
schools and had the county's fii'St In 1856. the Iowa Supreme bej 
newspaper, owned and pub!Jshed CQilrt dlv1ded the land equally 

1111 by Thompson. among the remaming families. and 
The Mormons soon disco11ered the town of Preparation began to be~ 

they had the richest farmmg valley grow aga10. At one tune, there 185 
m the new temtory. Realizing the were 67 houses. a post office, 
wealth potential, the "Preparatlon skating rirlk and blacksmith shop. 
News" printed thiS message from But by 1900. the town had 
the spirit, wluch Thompson called dw10dled to the pomt that the only 
"Beneemy": thmg left was a stockyards. By 

"I appoint Charles B. 1946. this too was ~one, and 
Thompson chief steward of my Preparation. as such, wa~ no more. 
house to receive, hold, manage and Martba and Walter Perno, 
direct all the treasures of my bouse descendents of one of the ongmal 
to h1m." Believing this, Monnon families. sold 82 acres of 
Thompson's followers turned over their land to the state of Iowa in 
all their deeds and possessions to 1934. and later the ennre Perrin 
him. so that he eventually became homestead became state property. 
very weal thy. He insisted his Those acres of land once con tamed 
followers caU him "Father the town of Preparation, including 
Ephraim", after Ephraim in the the valley the Monnons had settled 
holy scriptures. many years before. 

But the people finally reali:red Today. the area is used for 
the~r error. and demanded the rerum ~g. backpacking and campmg. 
of thelf money and belongings. Little rem3JilS to mdlcate that once 
·Father Ephraim" refused. which a people dreamed of maintaJrung a 
angered his followers so much that place where they could ab1de 111 
they dec1ded to administer their "Preparation for the hfe beyond". 
own JUStice and hang him. Only the dream remams. 

unfu If tiled. 
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Mann 
by Lou Waite 

Wilbur and Leone Mann have 
always been avid suppor1ers of the 
movement to preserve and protect 
the Loess Hills Both arc actively 
involved m the Loess Hills 
Hosp1tal lly Associauon. as well as 
otht r ciVIC and community affrurs 
relating to the cause. 

Wilbur has spent all of his life 
withm s1ght of the h1lls. except for 
three years in the military dunng 
World War II. HJs ancestors came 
from England m 1630. settled 10 
the Cambridge Massachusetts area, 
then worked lhe1r way westward. 
Evidence of th1s is a "Mann 
School" 1n River Falls, Wisconsin, 
and a "Mann Expenmental Farm", 
operated by the University of 
Wiscons10 there. 

family history tied to the Loess Hills 
Page 5 

that office Throughout the years. 
he also served on the Monona 
County Historical Society Board 
and the Rural Electnc Board. of 
wh1ch he is a past-president In 
1987. he and Leone sold the farm 
and bought a beautiful tum-of-the­
century home 10 Moorhead. where 
1 hey still reside 

Rem1mscmg about the Loess 
Hills. Wilbur S3ld. 

When l wa~ very young, the 
hills were covered with prrunes 
gras:,es. and there were very few 
trees. Then carne the 10tlux of red 
cedar. and vanous deciduous trees, 
and now there IS very IJitle praJnc 
showmg. I wonder what could have 
caused it? Climate changes 
perhaps? But it's uncanny how 
those hills were formed. It had to 
be tremendous wmds which blew 
the Silt, left after the glaciers had 
passed, into those huge mounds!" 

With a far-away look , Wilbur 
conunued. "I once rode in a 
Bcechcraft Bonanza (auplane) over 
the hills, and I could see all the 
water pocketed 10 the basin terraces 
wluch have been constructed. That's 
one good th1ng the conservauon 
service has promoted and the 

are, and therr historical value. II the 
people would raise more 
obJections, or practice what they 
preach. it m1ght help. These h11ls 
need to be protected and preserved 
so that future generations w11l have 
the opponunity to enJOY them. 

The Manns have "practiced 
what they preached". not only m 
reference to the hills, but also 10 
their fann10g practices. wuh many 
conservation measures earned out. 

Leone served many years as a 
Licensed Practical Nurse (LPN) at 
Burgess Memorial Hospital 10 

Onawa. S1nce retirement. she has 
become a "leader" in the effort to 
"bring the people of the world to 
the h1Ils". according to her peers. 
Many tours arranged for that 
purpose have been earned out w1th 
positive results , Leone serv10g as 
coordmator, and Wilbur as guide. Wilbur's great gr.mdfather, 

Richard Montgomery Mann, 
bought 80 acres of land in the 
Kanesville (now Council Bluffs) 
area m 1848. Hls mrun crop was 
hay, most of wh1ch he sold to the 
Mormons pass10g through. In 
Winter, when the Missouri River 
was frozen over. he would visit the 
Mormon campsite, and 11 was there 
he met Harriet Taylor, a young 
widow, and "courted" her. In 18.50, 
he joined a Monnon wagon train 
and traveled w1th it to Utah, where 

· · h r b b ·r I farmer's have done. The terraces Wilbur Mann IS shown near t e root entrance to t e eauh u •. he . 
1 

from charaing down 
· · b b h ' th ., L "eep t wa er o-

The Mann siblings are Denms. 
a gwdance counselor m Hillsboro. 
Oregon; Paul, president of the Des 
Moines Education Association and 
teacher of talented and gift.ed (TAG) 
students; Marianne Petersen, a 
TAG teacher in Panora amd 
Kathleen Tabat. involved in 
management of a PhoeniX, Arizona 
hospital The Manns have nine 
grandchildren. 2 step-grandchilden 
and one great grandchild. vJctorUID ome e s ares WI Wl•e eone. those hills as it dld in the past, 

Raising his arm and gestunng 
toward the spacious rooms of his 
beautifully decorated and appointed 
home, Wilbur quipped, I he and Harriet were married in 

1851. 
Later, desiring 10 leave Utah 

with their three children, the Manns 
were forced to travel at night. This 
was to avoid the "Destroying 
Angels", a vigilante group which 
tried to prevent anyone from 
leaving the Mormon establishment. 
Burlhey reached Kanesville, later 
lived in Wisconsin, and in 1867 
came to Monona County, Iowa, to 
a "beautiful valley" later to become 
lalown as "Mann Hollow". The 
valley, located JUSt nonh of the 
Loess Hills Over look, is still 
recognized by that name. 

• According to family history. 
my great grandfather first bved m a 
dugout. • Wilbur said. "He fished in 
the LiUle Sioux River, cut timber 
from the woods and farmed in the 
valley. But he was somewhat 
o<>traciz.ed by the other four or five 
Mann families living in 
WlSCOilSm, because he had become 
a Monnon. It was a hundred years 
before the family descendents healed 
the breach and reunited. In fact. I 
met f1oyd Buck then • who is a 

cousin I didn't even know existed. 
He Jives in Battle Lake, Minnesota. 
We have since combined the 
history of his side of the family 
with the history of ours, making 
the entire story more complete." 

Richard Orrin Mann was 
Wilbur's grandfather. whose wife 
was Manha Oms more Oliver of 
Onawa They bved not far from the 
present day overlook near 
Preparation Canyon State Park. 
The couple had 2 daughters and 6 
sons, one of which was Charles 
Ben Mann, Wilbur's father. 

"When my dad was courting 
Ida Helen Holverson, who would 
later become my mother, he used to 
pick her up in his horse and buggy 
and take her to dances in Soldier", 
Wilbur said. "Then on the way 
home through all the loess hills 
and vales, he would tie the reins to 
the buggy, fall asleep and let the 
horse find the way home!" 

Wilbur sadly related thai he is 
the last surviving ch1ld of Charles 
and Ida Mann. "I was born on 
Thanksgivmg Day, 1919," he S3Jd, 
then added with a smile, "I guess 

that gives away my age, doesn't 
it?" 

Wilbur became pensive when 
he spoke of bis parents. "They were 
very much respected in the 
commuruty," he said, "300 were 
always w1lling to go out of their 
way to help others." 

After auendmg Graceland 
College in Lamoni for one year. 
Wilbur found it necessary to come 
home and help his father with the 
farm10g. Dunng his Navy tenure, 
he served as Telegrapher 2nd Class, 
then returned 10 the farm. 

While in high school, Wilbur 
would p1ck up a ne1ghbor grrl. 
Leone Marie Frederickson, and gJVe 
her a ride to school. They began 
dating in 1940 and were married in 
1941. The couple lived m 
Moorllead, where Wilbur was 
employed at the L.D. Weldon "bee 
business". They later returned to 
farmmg and operated the Mann 
family farm near Moorhead, where 
they remamed until 1985. 

In 1988, Wilbur was elected as 
a Monona County SuperviSOr, and 
served four terms, or 16 years in 

Agri-Land Insurance Agency 
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Ken Taylor 

Willard Fritz 
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2351 HWY 191, P.O. Box 9, Council Bluffs, lA 51502 
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creaung deep gullies. We flew over 
Mann Hollow, and the Belvedere 
Cemetery, over Castana. Turin, 
Mapleton and Blue Lake (at 
Onawa). I had never seen the hills 
from the aJr before. I could see all 
the dog legs which gave shape to 
the h1lls. It was a s1ght I'll never 
forg~L" 

Then WJth more emphasis, 
Wilbur continued, "But I could also 
see some of the desecration of the 
hills .... the feed yards, and 
whole hills hauled away for one 
purpose and another. There's a site 
near Sgt. Bluff. and near M1ssoun 
Valley where this has been done, as 
well as other areas. That's really sad 
... u's really bad, and should not 
be allowed." 

Wilbur said that while some 
means should be taken to p!'O{ect 
the hills, he was "rather opposed" 
to the creauon of a national park. 
"That's being promoted by some 
facuons m Iowa." he said. "but I'm 
not cenain it's the answer. I don't 
really know the answer, unless it is 
to try to make the people around 
here realize how unique these h1lls 

"That's why we have tlus b1g 
house. When the kids all come 
home, we need 11! • 
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Archeological excavation carried out at old Manteno townsite 

An overall view or the recovery excavation carried out at the Manteno townsite in Shelby County. 

by Lou Waite 

The village of Manteno, in 
Grove Township, Shelby County, 
was one of the earliest townsites 
in western Iowa. Settled by Euro­
Arnericans Ill the 1850's. Manteno 
at one time was an Important 
stagecoach stop. connecting trails 
which led to Shelbyville, Demson. 
Kanesville (later renamed Council 
Bluffs) and other communities. 

Manteno at one time extended 
from the suU exJStmg bunal sue. 
now known as the Grove 
Township Cemetery. all the way 
to Mill Creek. The creek, 1n fact , 
was named for the m1ll once 
located on 1ts bank. 

Manteno thnved unuJ some 

time in the early 1900's. but began 
to decline after it was bypassed by 
the railroad builders of the era. 
Eventually it was abandoned and a 
local fanner purchased the land. 
demolishing the buildings which 
remained. 

Meanwhile the prairie sotls, 
thel.f mtegnty destroyed by years 
of fannmg "up and down" the 
hills, conunued to deposit 
colluvium (slope wash) on the 
sue. Everythmg which remamed of 
Manteno was covered by four or 
five feet of dut. 

The only 1nd1catJon that II had 
once existed. other than the 
cemetery. was the convolution of 
the county road. although only the 
"old-timers" of the area would 
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know that Several sharp, nght­
angJe turns wh1ch once took 
travelers past Manteno, remained. 
A number of accidents and 
mishaps involving these turns 
fmally brought about the decis1on 
to eliminate them. Since the new 
road would cross the oldest sector 
of the former Manjeno townsrte, 
however, it was dcc1ded to first 
carry c.::! an archeological 
exploration or "d1g". This was 
necessary Ill order to gain clearonce 
to construct the new road 
alignment. 

The archeological 
i nvestigauons were undenaken by 
personnel from Consulting 
Archeolog1cal Semces (CAS). a 
pnvate flfm from Creston. Iowa. 
With the assiStance of Leah D. 
Rogers, an histone archeologist 
from Mt. Vernon. Iowa. The 
activities were funded by the office 
of the Shelby County Engmeer 
and by the Iowa Department of 
Transponauon {001). 

Accordmg to Jonathan R. 
Sellars, archeologist and pres1dent 
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A. ~ertical pr~file or on~ or the privies (outhouses) at Manteno. 
Yts1ble are whiSky and b1tters bottles, kerosene lamp chimneys and 
corrugated metal rragments which were probably components of 

boards. Photo by courtesy or Consult.ing 
Archeological Services (CAS) 

An iron wheel which was recovered rrom the cellar or the general 
store/commercial building at the Manteno site. 

of CAS, the archeological work 
began m the fall of 1996. "We 
noted the presence of historic 
arufacts m the general VlCmJty of 
the histoncally documented 
location of Manteno." Sellars said. 
"Archeological testing was 
undenaken at the site mthe fall of 
1997. with full-scale data recovery 
operallons commencing m July of 
this year 

"The results identified a total of 
47 features. The major features 
included two CISterns, two wells. a 
large bnck-walled cellar, a small 
stonn or fOOl cellar. four priv1es or 
outhouse p1ts, and the bnck 
foundauons of a stable. In 
addition were several rows of 
postholes related to various 
fencelines and property boundanes. 
two possible mortar mJXmg p1 ts. 
and two ruts of natural depress1ons 
which were filled with refuse 
during the occupatioo of the 

Photo courtesy of CAS 
townsite. 

"One of the wells and all of 
the privy features were filled wtth 
artifacts such as whole bottles. 
kerosene lamp chimneys, dishes, 
shoes, clay pipes and other items 
which were discarded purposefully 
or by accident. The pnvtes also 
contallled dense seed and bone 
depostts that wtU provide good 
mformauon about the subsiStence 
patterns of the fonncr occupants. 
A number of bottles were 
embossed medicine and bitters 
bonle from places m Iowa. Kansas 
and elsewhere 10 the Umted States. 
The ceram1c tablewares were 
primanly manufactured at EngliSh 
potteries. 

"The site has produced a rich 
and varied artifact assemblage that 
will help to tlluminale the htSiory 

Manteno "dig" 
Continued on Page 7 
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Manteno was one of the earliest settlements in western Iowa 
it," Sellars said. "We also 
appreciated the fact that public 
attitude was so positive toward our 
efforts and everyone so supportive. 
It was a truly rewarding expenence 
for all of us. 

"I am grateful also for the 
interest expressed by NRCS 

1 personnel," SeUars emphasized. 
"ProfessiOnal archeologtsts 
working 10 Iowa rely heavily upon 
sotls, geomorphtc and geologtc 
data provided by NRCS personnel 
for all of our investigations. As a 
preliminary step for all 
archeological proJCCts undel1aken 
in Iowa (including the Manteno 
excavations) we visit NRCS 
offices to oblain mformation 
regarding local soils and geology. 
Soils and geologic depos1ts are the 

Metal objects recovered from a probable s table or s imilar natural context for all 
outbuilding. Included are a plow blade, wire ban'!.le to a bucket archeological deposiiS. As such, 
and building architectural components. accurate soils data is a fundamental 

Pboto courtesy of CAS starting point for all 
• '' intetpretations of Iowa's Manteno "dag archeological record.· 

Coetinued from Page 6 Sellars concluded by stating, 

of Manteno and its residents. In 
addition, the structural features 
also represent a good cross-section 
I)( both commercial and res1dential 
structures and will prov1de good 
comparanve data." 

Sellars satd that many of the 
bottles found in the privies were 
whiSkey boules. "Maybe they hid 
their whiskey there or maybe they 
JUSI hid the evidence there," he 
commented whimsically. He noted 
that many clay p1pes were found. 
and numerous fme-tooth combs 
used to rid the hair of lice and nits. 
Powder flasks used to load old 
muzzle-loader nfles were also 
discovered. Many of the artifacts 
were "falfly mtact". Sellars sa1d, 
having been protected by the 
aforementJoned layer of colluvmm 
covering the site. 

"We determmed that the bricks 
used in the local construction were 
made on-sne," Sellars informed, 
"but the limestone in some of the 

foundatiorJS tlad to bave come from 
elsewhere. Tilere are no limestone 
outcrops in northwestern Shelby 
County. The closest were probably 
in Harrison County, so the 
limestone was possibly hauled 
from there by horse and wagon or 
ox-can." 

Sellars commented a bit 
ruefully that only a small ponion 
of the old Manteno towns1te was 
excavated. The rest remams buried 
and wiU hold iJs secrets until, as 
the archeologist sa1d, "Next 
century ·- maybe." 

Once analyzed, most of the 
artifacts from the dig wtll be on 
display at the museum in Harlan. 
Sellars stated, rather than "curated 
then never seen again". as many 
times is the case. A bookJet will 
also be printed w•th informatiOn 
about the Manteno proJect, and 
made available to the public. 

"Everyone worlung on the 
project has been very excited about 

"It would be very difficult and 
sometimes impossible to conduct 
our research without the 
background data provided by Iowa's 
soil scientists. • 
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A closeup or one or the "dig" areas, rrom which various artifacts 
were removed. Other items discovered in pits like tbis included a 
large two-person saw, a copper aod wood crumb tray, metaJ pieces 
of horse harnesses, square nails and spikes, barrel staves, and 
much more. 
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Cropping CRP 
land in 1999 

1 
ddJ Did New extension director plans to "broaden horizons" 

you .know? by Lou wai te 

by Bill Hammitt 

Fall is the time to began the 
1999 cropp10g system on CRP 
land contracts which expire 
October I. 

CRP fields wluch will be 
cropped next year should have 
been mowed 10 August or Early 
September. In late September or 
early October. spray Roundup and 
2 4-D or Ban vel 10 kill all 
vegetation. 

Sml samples can be taken and 
needed fcrtili.L.Cr and Lime applied 
10 the fall. 

If the field IS goang tO 
soybeans. consader using Roundup 
Ready soybeans and get lhe seed 
or&r 10 early. If illS going to 
com, use Roundup Ready or 
Laberty corn for control of 
perennial grasses and weeds not 
tailed 10 the fall. Aga10, 11 as best 
to get that seed order 10 early. 

In the spnng. apply pre-emerge 

~·~~~~-
For those who have been 

wondenng how to identify 
switch grass. here is a helpfut hint: 

SWitchgrass can be 
diStinguashed from other grasses, 
even when plants are young, by 
the while patch of hair where the 
leaf attaches to the stem. The stem 
IS round and usually has a reddish 
tint. 

herbicades 10 Apnl and wall for 
soil conditions 1:> be right before 
no-till planting. Be sure to plant 
deep enough. for there will be a 
lot of humus and organac matter to 
plant through. Use some type of 
banded or seed-box insect 
treatment for corn. and •noculate 
the soybean seed 

It will be amazing to see the 
transfonnation from sod to row 
crop from only one pass watha 
no-uu planter 

The right com can tum 
a battlefie ld into a playground. 

This year. more than 10.000 farmers planted nearly a million acres of 

OEKALB brand Roundup Ready'" corn for the first time. And tf tl keeps fields 

ttl is clean aU season long. chances are it won't be the last To team how well 

Roundup Ready com ts perform1ng tn your area, caU your DEKALB dealer. 

The original Roundup Ready earn. 

NEW OK 512RR 101 RM 

Roundup Ready'" I Excellent Yield 
potenhatl Conststent over a wtde 
range of soil types. management 

pradtces f Very good plant health 

NEW OK 545RR 104 RM 

Roundup Ready'" f Excellent ytetds f 
Good stalk. root quality. test we1ght I 

Adapted to a Wtde range of 
envtronmenl5 management prad1ces 

NEW OK 580RR 108 RM 

Roundup Ready'" f Excellent Yield 
potenhal. drydown I W1dety adapted I 

Very good root. stalk strength. 
loltar dtsease res1stance 

Tim Barry, Dist. Sales Mgr ., Pisgah, 712-456-2559 
Burmeister Farm Store, Harlan, 712-755·3164 
Robert Christensen, Harlan, 712-744-3160 

Farmer's Elevator, Irwin, 712-782·3137 
William M. Hellesen, Kirkman, 712-766-3248 

Eugene Juhl, Irwin, 712-782-3536 
John W. Knudson, Jr., Harlan, 712-744-3630 

Dale Krohn, Avoca, 712-343-2745 
Leinen, Inc., Portsmouth, 712-743-2315 

Benny Puck, Manning, 712·653-3045 
Steve SchnueHgen, Defiance, 712-748-3836 

www~kalbcom 

Mary Clancy began her dulles 
as Shelby County Extension 
Education Director on July 1. She 
was new to the area, but not to the 
job, having served in the same 
pos1110n 10 Calhoun County. 

A native of Pomeroy. Mary 
grew up on the family fann, and at 
a young age teamed about grain 
and livestock production. "We 
raised Charotais cattle," she saul, 
"which I began as a 4-H project 
and at sort of grew from that But 
Clancy Charolais helped pay my 
way through college." 

She received her degree m 
animal science from Iowa State 
Uruversuy. and Later a master's 
degree in 10terdisciplinary graduate 
studies. She became a technicaan 
wath the Carroll County Soal and 
Water Conservation District, then 
later served as ISU Extenston 
Youth and 4-H leader in Warren 
County. "Wath the conservauon 
serv1ce I teamed all about the 
meaning of HEL." Mary said wath 
a chuckle, "and conservation plans, 
practices and so forth. When 
upgraded to a Soil 

Mary Clancy 

ConservaiJOniSt. I worked eveR 
more closely w1th the fanners and 
landowners of the dLstnct I 
became very interested in the 
wetland ISSues. which were of 
concern at that tame. In fact, I stall 
maanla.Ulthe interest, and can 
certamly relate to what is 
happening within USDA and in 
the farm picture today • 

No doubt such past expenence 
IS of benefit m Mary's present 
posiuon. the duties of wh1ch she 
descnbcd as "very d1verse". These 
mclude budget, personnel, public 
relatlons. commuruty program 
plannang. agriculture and natural 
resources concerns. farrulles. youth 
and 4-H. contmwng educauon. 
some business enterprises. and 
more. She IS coordinator for an 
extensaon council. the members of 
whach are elected from throughout 

SHELBY CO 
STATE BANK 

We support cons eru ot ion, end commend our 
former clients for t heir efforts toward 

preseruing not urol resources. 

Offices (ore o code 712); 
Horlon , 755-511 2 Shelby 544-2626 
Elk Horn , 764-5 067 Ponomo, 489-2424 

Ports mouth, 743-27 15 Irwin, 782-31 55 

the county. The office staff 
consists of one full-time and two 
part-time employees, piLlS 2 field 
specialists. All activities are 
overseen by an area d.Jrector, "My 
boss." Mary afftnned. 

While admitting lO the 
necesSity of "weanng many hats" 
she said she enJoys the challenge. 
"Every day is different.." she 
mused, "and I look fo.'W3.1'd to each' 
new experience. I wasn't all that 
familiar wilh Shelby Counly. so l 
am meeting new people and 
leanung about a different part of 
the state. I have found the people 
to be very friendly. and good 
supporters of extension acuvtties. 
The volunteerism is outstanding, 
and I have a wonderful staff which 
has been of tremendous help. • 

Mary laughed when she 
rccaUed that her arrival barely 
preceded the Shelby County Fair, 
always a bLISy time for the offtee 
staff. "I think everyone expected 
me to be overwhelmed, but my 
staff had everything very well 
organized. so that didn't happen. 
Actually, it gave me a chance to 
observe the proceedings and meet 
the people." With an impiSh grin, 
she commented, "Sometimes you 
can learn a lot by SLmply watching 
and listetLing." 

Mary is single, and the "proud 
aunt" of nine nieces and nephews. 
The youngest of four. she has two 
brothers and one SISLer. "scattered 
around the country". Her mother, 
Geraldine (Geri) still lives in 
Pomeroy. 

She said she is looking 
forward to the fuULre, but has not 
been here long enough to design a 
"concrete" agenda. "I would like 10 
expand my horiwns utilizmg 
southwest Iowa programs with 
which I am not fam ilar." she 
emphasized, "and introduce some 
programs with which l lllll famihar 
that have not been used here. It 
should be a learning expenence for 
myself and also the Shelby 
County clientele." 

Then with a bft of the 
eyebrow and another quick grin, 
she added. 

• A good one. I hope!" 

• 
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Roadside beautification project enhances Count 
~------------~~----------~~------, 

by Lou Waite 
NRCS- AIS 

A twelve mtle seclton of 
Htghway 59 in Shelby County has 
been both physically and 
aestheucally unproved. through the 
auspices of the Iowa Department of 
Transportation (DOn 

According to Mark Ma~teUcr, 

Chief landscape Archttect at the 
central DOT office in Ames. the 
prOJCCI is one of many ongomg 
around the state. "We have a budget 
for thts purpose," he said. "and we 
try to make the best uo,e ot 11 lor 
the greatest benefit." 

"The state is dtvlded tnto 6 
reg1ons." Masteller explarned, "and 
the field development engmeers m 
each usually make 
recommendations as to which areas 
need improvement. Somellmes the 
recommendation comes from 
members of our staff. who then 
contact the engineers for their 
tnput." 

Sbown are some of the roadside beautification plantings along a 
twelve mile stretcb or Higbway 59 in Shelby County. The DOT 
selects a different area each year, and plants trees, shrubs, prairie 
grasses and wildnowers to enhance the landscape and also provide 
erosion control. 

There are many areas of 
cons1deration. Masteller pointed 
out, before a destgn tS finahzed for 
each proJect. "Someumes the older 
htghways do not have a wide 
enough roadside area to do the 
necessary plantings," he noted. 
"But for those we can do, there are 
a number of things to ftrst analyze. 
For example, what is the funcnon 
of the rood way? Does snow drifting 
occur'? What IS the d1stance from 
the traffic area or the sight distance 
from each intersection? Are there 
wet areas caused by JX>Or drainage? 
Which areas are more quickly 
thawed by the wmter sun? And 
many more." No-till update 

by Bill Hammitt 

Nc>-till planted com and 
soybeans are having a great year in 
Shelby County. After all the 
heavy rains in May, June and July, 
the nc>-ull fields are gomg to 
reaUy shine at harvest time with 
less erosion and gully mg. The stde 
benefits a.-e better stands, better 
moisture. conservation, easier 
harvesnng and, as a result, higher 
ytelds. 

Most people agree that 
Roundup Ready soybeans in a nc>­
till system are some of the 
cleanest and best-looking fields 
around. A pre-emerge application 

NEIL JENSEN 
CONSTRUCTION, 

INC. 
Neil and Bette 

2804 190/h TRL. Woodbine 
Grading, Road Building, 
Soil Conservation Work 

Earth Moving 
of all Kinds 

712-647-2938 
Also hve new and used 

culverts, bridge stringers, 
piling & plank 

of soybeans herbicides on 
Roundup resistant beans, foUowed 
by a late post-emerge treatment of 
Roundup resulted in a cleanup of 
any weed escapes. This included 
volunteer com and waterhemp. 
Most of these ftelds are nearly 
picture-perfect 

Roundup Ready and Libeny 
com have also worked very well in 
no-till com systems resultmg tn 
some very high yield prospects 
this year. 

Make plans for 1999 by 
starting with a seed program 
matched to the farm's soils and 
weed pressure for a successful no­
till system. 

Ken Helder 
Construction 

All types of 

Once all the infonnation has 
been gathered, a plan is designed 
whtch wdJ best suit the area. For 
example, if drifting is generally 
severe, shrubs specified are of a 
taller varlet y to serve as a snow 
fence. If there are wetland areas, 
plants which thnve under those 
conditions are selected. etc. 

Once the design is finalll.ed. 
1nvtta1tons for bids arc tssued, and 
the successful bidder IS awarded the 
contract. The contractor cames out 

~ L .. !JBJ&J-rf'!} 

JR~~tJll n iing 

conservation work; rr~ .i&.N&. y~tnu- iUJ.."t 
General earth moving. rou[ ~~!lloo.tli:xttt 

29480 Delta Ave . ~ 
McClelland, lA 51548-6110 n~~i.s 

712·487 ·3167 iJH e)ynf~~" Si. 
Your past and future r ('Wfltuf~an~.ul 

business 
is appreciated !Pi. {'1:12.) 5iJ 1~2.3,2J ...... ----...-1 :suA {'!12) 5~ll·U10 

This patch of black-eyed Susan is thriving, and adding a touch of 
golden beauty to the project. 

the specifications of the design. and 
marntams the area for a period of 
two years. 

The roadstde plan11ngs are 
usually native Iowa species. and 
may include trees. shrubs and a 
mtxture of pramc grasses and 
wildflowers. The shrubs. such as 
red twig dogwood, Amencan and 
European cranberry. etc., not only 
are visually attractive. but 
beneficaalto wildlife as well. The 
wtldflower miX ac;certatns that 
some variety wtll be bloommg all 
season. addmg a colorful accent to 
the roadside speclnlm. 

"We try to select sites m each of 

the six regions on an equal basts." 
MasteUer emphasiZed. "Thts helps 
spread the word between contractors 
as well. But as noted. budget 
restricuons somctunes make it 
d1fficult. I thtnk that tn the long 
run. however. each reg1on is 
equally benefited." 

Mark ts a nanve of Atlantic. 
Iowa and recctved his degree tn 
Landscape Archtlecture from Iowa 
State Umverstty. "I came to Ames 
to attend ISU," he Satd wi th a 
chuckle. "and just never left'" 

He and hts w1fe Nancy are the 
parents of two sons. Michael 8 and 
Justin 5. 

Great New Ideas. 
New - New wet muttl-dlsc dutch 
TransmtSSlon ' 1ncreases durability by 
Standard ' cushlon1ng tOfque lo8d1ng 
4-speed surface v.iille d1SS1patlf'IQ heal 

New Engine 
AGCOAihs 
600Seoes 

tvrtlocharged 
loquid cooled 

diesels 
transmiSSion 
()( op4100al 
18-speed 
Powersl'llfl 

New ultra· 
oomfOitable cab 

NcwStyte • 
Lowprole 

sty11ng for . 
Increased T 

'VlSibl!y f 

lntroducmg the ne'' \CCO* \llis 
9700 &-1ies.The 9700::. gi'e 
you a chmcc of two completely 
ne'' modcb. the 12S Pl 0 hp 
9?.3.1 and tht' 1 -t;) P1 0 hp 
97-tS Come :ret a good look 
at 011(' today. 

New elecli'OOIC 
3-polnl hlleh 

Robinson Implement 
Box 257, Irwin, lA 51448-0257 

Ph. 712-782-3171 or 1-800-448-0807 
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Slovak Republic farmers struggle to • survive • 
ID 

• new regime 

The ruins of an ancient cas tle over look this Slovakian village in 
brooding !>Olitude 

Slovak labor~ live in villages such as th is and travel to the 
collective farms to work 

Dunlap 
Farmers Co-op 

Offers a full line of 
products and services 

FEED - FERTIUZER - CHEMICALS 
FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 

CUSTOM APPU CATION & GRINDING 
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 

OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BA'I"I'ERIES - ~ARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORA~E, 

FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 
CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 

GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BA'I"I'ERIES - PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 
DRYING AND HAUUNG 

ON -THE-FARM TIRE REPAIR 
AND MANY OTHER SERVICES 

Elevator(712)643-5342 
Shop (712) 643-5993 

(This is the second in a series 
of art ic les concerning the visits 
or Kelly Summy of Midwest 
Ag. Services. Inc. and Gary 
Thien or Thien Farm 
Management, Inc. to the 
Czech a nd Slovak Republics 
in 1994 and 1995.) 

ExCI!rpts f rom tht Farm 
Management Team Report on 
Slovakia in 1994 

Monday, September 5: 
Lert Brauslava at 9:00a.m. for 

the 6-hour drive to BardeJOV. 
Arrived Hotel Mineral at 3:30 
p.m. We were co meet our hose 
lng. MJian Btros at the hotel, but 
were lace. so he had returned co h1s 
farm collecuve. Arrangements 
were made to meet the next day at 
h iS farm. 

Our drive across northern 
Slovakia gave a broad view of the 
topography and crops raised in the 
country. 11lere were many 
Slmitanues to Iowa agriculture. 
The growing season and climate 
are sumlar. The topography vanes 
from level Danube rivetbottom 
land and rolling upland to the 
Tatas Mountains on the Polish 
border. 

The hotel IS located in the spa 
area known as Bardejov Kupele. 
People from all parts of Slovalaa 
as well as residents of Poland and 
Russia come to Bardejov for 
medical treatment and to drink the 
mineral water. There were several 
motels, restaurants and small 
shops m Bardejov Kupele. The 
hotels and shops are now run by 
private businesses through 
privatization. The collective owns 
and operates its own ski slope 
with sla lift. This was utilized at 
holiday time by the old 
(Communist) regime. 

Tuesday, September 6: (Toured 
Zborov Collective) 

The Zborov Collective 
consists of approximately 3.500 
hectares (ha) or 8,500 acres. 

Approximately 1,200 ha is arable. 
or 3.250 acres. Crops mclude ISO 
ha beans, 300 ha rape, 40 ha 
potatoes and 700 ha in oats, rye. 
wheat and flax. 

The collective has 160 
employees vs 430 prior to the 
revoluuon They have 700 cows 
vs 900 cows and I ,400 head of 
cattle vs 2.500 head m 1989. They 
have a small sheep herd. most of it 
havmg been sold due to poor 
profits. There are a few hogs 
wh1ch are processed at the 
collecuvc slaughterhouse for the 
people's own usc. The PO also has 
its own bakery 

The collecllve had lost money 
in 1992 and 1993. Gross revenues 
and expenses were posted on a 
bulletin board m the hallway 
leading mto the office complex. 
The farm had a small profit m 
1991. 

lng. BtrOS wants to concentrate 
on the d31ry production. The dairy 
operation has noc been profitable. 
The collective received a 
government subsidy of $210,000 
m 1993 to convert their dairy barn 
to a free-slall bam and to inslall a 
32-head millcing parlor. This IS 

state of the art equipment whjch 
has helped reduce their dairy 
laborers by 4 to 5 people. The 
collective has been purchasing 
semen from the US since 1993. 
They are trying to improve the 
genetics o( their dairy herd. The 
primary breed is the Red Spot. 
which is noc known for its milk 
production. 

GenetiCS of the herd have been 
improved since the calves are now 
SO% to 75% Holstein. The calves 
are fed in open-front sheds. This is 
a conversion of the old system of 
total confinement in sc.anchions. 
The bull calves are fed as beef 
caltle and sold at 1300 lbs. 

The miJic production is poor 
beanse of poor feed rations, poor 
genetics and mastitis, which infects 
a third of the herd. The cattle are 
fed m bwldings 10 a confinement 
situation. The collective has 
bWldreds of acres of avallable 

Foxley Grain Company 
Grain ** Feed ** Fertilizer 

Woodbine, lA 
PH. (712) 647-2511 

FAX (712) 647-3020 

1-800-950-0163 

MASTER 
Mix· 
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pasture which is underutilized. 
There IS a lack of fencing and the 
fences which exist are old and in 
poor condition. We learned they 
had tried electric fencing m the 
past, but that the gypsies stole the 
fence. The pasture is presently 
grazed on a lilmted basis 
(supervised by) shepherds with 
dogs. The benefits of rotanonal 
gra.Wlg and paddock grazing 
systems were explained to them 

We detennined that the maJor 
problems at this collecu ve are I) 
excess labor, high labor expense 
(1.3 million sk or $43,000 per 
month) 2) h1gh fuel costs wluch 
are slill rising. 3) theft by gyps1es 
( 1/3 of the residents in Zborov are 
gypsies, most unemployed, a 
social problem. They steal 
potatoes from the fields and the 
black plastic wluch covers the 
silage) 4) poor uuli.zatJon of 
pastures and forages 5) many old, 
obsolete buildings in poor reparr 
6) mastius 10 the dairy herds. 

After inspection, we suggested 
making less trips across the fields, 
thus saVlllg labor and fuel costs. 
They presently plow all of thetr 
arable land. We suggested 
experimenting with different 
tillage systems and planting crops 
in small tests plots to see what 
would work best. 

Wednesday, September 7: 
We VISited wtth a private 

fanner in a small village north of 
Zborov. He was swathing bay by 
hand and placing 11 in bis wooden 
wheelbarrow. He owned ooe miJic 
cow, and his bam was auached U> 
bis home. He is typical of the 
older generation. private fanner 
who has a small garden {l bectare) 
and 1 or 2 milk cows. 

After Lunch at the farm 
collective we met with the 
manager of the mecbanizalioo 
department We mspectcd the 
machinery, stornge and shop area. 
The facilities were filthy. with 
waste oi110 the shop and on the 
ground around the yard. They have 
a real problem with enVU"Onmental 
preservation. They are now trying 
to do a better job of tJus and have 
built a new storage area to handle 
their waste oil. 

There was an abundance of 
equipment, most of which was m 
poor condition and expensive to 
mamtain. Most was Gennan made 
and purchased pnor to 1989. Due 
to lack of cap1tal. no new 
equ1pmen1 has been purchased. and 
th1s 1s becoming a real problem. 
Pans for repatr are difficult to 
obtam. The collective has its o~ n 
parts depanment , but they must 
drive some distance to obtain 
parts. They also work ·nh the 
neighboring collecuves co secure 
parts if none can be found. 

The collecuve has 30 Zecors 
(tractors). 4 comhmes and 
numerous other p1eces 
equ1pment The manager said they 
nccdcd more equ1pmen1. -while we 
felt they had more than was 
necessary co handle the s1ze of 
thetr operation. The eqUtpmenc. 
however was not well maintained 
and was dented and diny. Prior to 
1989 no one was concerned wnh 
maintaining the eqwpment (under 
the old regtme). The workers d1dn'c 

Continued on Page 11 
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Management team observations of the country and its people 
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Continued from Page 10 

own the equipment, so therefore 
had no incentive to lake care of it 
But they now have a new concept 
The tracror drivers are respons1ble 
for !hat piece of equ1pment and 
conrrol (possess1on of) the key. 

There are no machinery 
dealerships in Slovak.ta as we 
know them in the US. The often 
have to travel six hours to 
Bratislava to purchase parts. 

I 
Combmes such as they bought 
from East Gennany for $280.000 
sk ($9,300) five years ago now 
cost 8 miUion sk ($93,000). 

They haven't disposed of any 
excess or used equipment, so their 
mechanization area looks lllce a 
salvage yard with junked 
equipment parked everywhere. 
They never traded in the old 
equipment or tned to sell it on the 
open market. (The rationale behind 
this is) they may need to rob a pan 

' 

off the old machinery some day so 
are afraid to dispose of it 

They had 2 or 3 pocato diggers 
but were only raising 40 ha of 
potatoes. We asked if they 
considered selling the diggers and 
using the capital to purchase other 
machinery nc c :led b their 
operation. They said they didn't 
want to do that because they might 
need the potato diggers "some 
day". We suggested they sell their 
excess potato diggers and cUSIOm 
hire the neighboring coUectives to 
dig their potatoes. They actuaUy 
had enough potato diggers to dig 
all the potatoes in the coontry! 

We were taken to a small 
village to view a church founded in 
1414. 1t was a beautiful. old 
wooden chun:b with painting on 
the wall dating bade to the early 
1600's. N'mety percent of the 
populalioo is Roman Catholic. 
Religion in the country (reJI'CSSied 
during the Communistic regime) 
appears to be flowishing. We saw 
several additions being built onto 
churches and one new church being 
constructed. At church services in 
the viUage. the crow~ often 
overflow out the door. 

We stopped at a cemetery 
whenc Gennan soldiers were bmied 
next 10 Slovak Clttzens. We 
learned that German soldiers were 
buried throughout Bardejov 
County during and after wwn. 
They were exhumed and latd to rest 
in the cemetery in 1990. 

Thursday. September 8: 

After an early breakfast we were 
p1cked up at the hotel by Ing. Jan 
Ilcko. Dcko is chatnnan of the 
Osikov Collective south of 
BardeJOv. ThiS area is less roUmg 
and more productive than the 
Zborov Collecuvc. There are four 
VIllages withm the collective. but 
no homes on the farms. Everyone 
lives m the villages and goes to the 

!be) fann to worlc each day. AU the roads 
~e are paved. We saw no gravel roads 

on any of the farm collecuves we 
VISlled. 

llcko 1s prud a salary of 100,000 
sk ($3.333) per year for managmg 
the collective. He has a five-year 
college degree from the Ag College 
in Nit.ra. He served SIX months in 

·d~\ the Communist army. He IS weU 
educated and a good t.lunker He has 

a management plan which he IS 

trying to carry out, but is facing the 
adversity of trying to please 600 
shareholders who were given land 
through privatization. 

This collective has considerable 
debt llcko fears 11 may have to file 
bankruptcy. He asked several 
questions about bankruptcy in the 
us. 

The collective has 300 head of 
cattle, 150 of wh1ch are milk cows 
They are operating at a loss despite 
selling Grade A millc for 8 sk or 26 
cents per liter. They have difficulty 
collecting payment for the milk, 
with payments currently 6-months 
delinquent We toured the dairy 
facil11y and millcmg parlor, which 
was a tie-stall setup ... clean but 
extreme I y labor mtensJVe. A 
conveyor feeding system was 
utilized with hand labor to feed the 
cow herd. The buildings are old and 
poorly maintained. No capital 
mvestments have been made in the 
last five years. There were several 
women working with the livestock. 
Many of tht! employees are also 
shareholders. Most of the 
shareholders own 2 to 5 hectares of 
land. 

We inspected dletr hog 
opercuioo. Ovetall, we were 
impressed wtth the appearance and 
quality of the hogs. They faaow 40 
Landrace sows twice per year. They 
were buying pretruxed feed or 
protein for their hogs and mixing it 
with wata. They hadn't experienced 
any disease problems at this 
collcctive, but several managers in 
the county had releaed to the "black 
plague" which was lcilling hogs. 

This fanner was very proud or his cow, the only one he owned, which in winter sometimes 
shared his living quarters. 

Octo seated tballabor costs were 
their biggest expense, running 9 
million sk per year, or $300,000. 
Based on 190 employees, this 
would be an average annual salaJy 
of$1,578 per wode:r. 

The collective was tilling the 
ground in pepaaatioo of fall wbeat 
seeding, and jOiepaaing for potato 
harvest All the aop rows ran up 
and down the hill. None were 
planted on the contour. When asked 
if he had considered planting the 

crops on the contour, Dcko said "If 
we did, all the potatoes would wash 
out. • We saw moderate soil erosion 
from recent rains. The typical 
slopes were 9to 14% (B slopes). 

The waist-high com. as in the 
Zborov COllective, was very poor 
quality. Corn is planted in narrow 
rows at a high population and 
chopped as silage. No com is 
harvested for grain. There were a 
few small ears on the com. The 
silage is poor quality with low 
procein content. This is affecting 
milk production and rate of gain. 

We met with the department 
beads of the collective afler lunch 
and discussed the many issues 
pertaining to their agricultural 
production. We discussed p-oduction 
costs and reviewed soil ttsts which 
had been laken recently. The soil 
pH ranged from 4.5 to 6.9. 

FIRST 
BANK 

NATIONAL 
of LOGAN 

Logan, Iowa 

Seruing the oreo since 1888· 
Copl,lal - accounts ouer $3,500,000' 

Member FDIC (712) 644- 2310 

with many fields requiring lime 
applicauon. Lime had not been 
applied for several years because 11 
was so ex.pensive and they lacked 
capital. We discussed the benefits of 
maintaining the soil pH and ferttbty 
levels to maximize gram 
production. They said they 
understood the need. but couldn't 
alford to apply the proper nutrients. 
They do a good job of utilt.zing 
manure for fertilizer, however. 

Friday. September 9: 
We were greeted at 8:00a.m. 

by Vlad1mtr Pedorko, Cha1nnan of 
the Bardejov Collective. the largest 
in the county. It has 4,800 ha or 
11,500 acres, with 2,600 ha arable 
and the rest m forest or pasture. 
There are 2.300 owners through 
privatization. and two who took 
their land out of privatization and 
are farming it themselves. Each 
owner has 30 hectares. The 
collective has 300 employees, 
compared to 1,100 there in 1989 

Slovakia 
Continued on Page 18 

7.5 °/o 
Simple Interest 
--~-~Fi~~~~ing 

Rate• <:Nnoe Monthly -..... 
-..!--Finances Grain Bins 

and Drying Bins. 

Stnce 1966, thousands of 
farm managers have in· 

vested in bins with the SIOUX Simple mterest ftnance 
program Not a lease1 This is a pure low interest loan 
program A SIOUX dealer IS the only place you can 
get this kind of financing See h1m now 

INTEREST SUBJECT TO CHAIIGE MOiffifLY 

WOODBINE FARM SUPPLY 
521 WALKER STREET 

WOODBINE, IOWA 51579 

-
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The Bostwicks confer with Gayland Hall, NRCS Soil 
Conservationist, about some of the conservation practices being 
carried out on land which they fa rm. 

by Lou Waite 

Gerald Bostwick IS a fifth 
genemuon farmer. and his son 
Kevm is followmg family tradition 
as well. They farm 1200 acres. 
owned and leased, using a no-1111 
and mmimum-LLII res1due 
management system to ratSe com 
and soybeans. 

Gerald began farmmg after 
graduauon from h1gh school on 
rented land. ln 1977 he purchased 
his first farm. and has added land 

periodically smce then. Kevin also 
opemtes h1s own 80-acre farm. 

When the Natural Resources 
recommended the continuous CRP 
progmm, Gerald srud he found the 
1dea favomble, both conservation 
wise, and economiCally. Smce the 
land had been 1n CRP and was 
seeded to grass, he noted 11 was 
"easy to conven". He used Roundup 
to "bum~own" stnps m the grass. 
and later planted soybeans in the 
dead res.due. The remammg grassed 
areas now serve as buffer strips. 
field borders and waterways as pan 

JOHN DEERE 
160-HP 8100, 180-HP 8200, 200-HP 
8300, AND 225-HP 8400 TRACTORS 

HIGH·PER 
• High-torque, fuel-effiCient 

John Deere 8 1 L 
Powerrech engmes 

• Can generate as much as a 
10 percent power bulge 

• Mamtam h.tgh-torque 
performance to as low as 

CE POWER 
1 ,000 rpm for easy, 
heavy-load starting 

• Exclus1ve Field Crwsc"' 
oontrol mamtains con­
stant speed for uniform 
socdmg. fertLI.tzmg, and 
seedbed making 

Warner Implement 
Woodbine, 712-647-2702 or 

1-800-369-2703 
Missouri Valley, 712-642-4117 or 

1-800-999-0568 

This view on one or the Bostwick farms shows a grassed field border at the upper right, and the 
darker green of the CRP buffer strips which alternate with strips of golden-leafed soybeans 
throughout the field. 

of the continuous CRP program. 
"I'm very satisfied w1th the 

results." Gerald declared "After the 
heavy rams m June and July of this 
year. I noticed the field hadn't 
washed hke 11 did before. lbose 
contour buffer strips are serving the 
same purpose as terraces, and arc 
easier to mamtain." 

Kevm added, "That's right, they 
don't take as much land out of 
productJon as tenaces, and are a lot 
easier to farm around" 

The Bostw1cks srud they farm 
mostly "bottom land". but have 
done extensiVe terracing to control 
the steeper slopes, using cost-share 
funds from NRCS and FSA. They 
again expressed the opinion that 
using contour buffer sblps in lieu 
of terracing will probably be "the 
way to go" in the future. 

use of no-till, etc., but its still a 
gamble. It goes m cycles," to 
which Kevin nodded in agreement. 

Gerald srud. "You h;Jve good 
years, and you have bad years. but 
you have to stay With it. Rlght 
now it looks like its going to be 
bad for a while, but you have to 
keep trying. The trend is toward 
b1gger farms. b1gger feed-yards. and 
so on, but there arc fewer and fewer 
small farmers each year. Th1s has 
been happening ever since I began 
farm mg." 

Both men said. however, that 11 
is unponantto preserve the land 
and natural resources. "There needs 
to be somethmg left for future 
generatioos," Gerald wd. "and it's 
up to us to do what we can while 
we can." 

Gerald's wife Elaine IS employed 
at Offutt Air Force Base in Omaha. 

Kevin is their only child. With a 
grm. he qwppcd. "They did so well 
w1th me, they didn't bother to try 
again!" 

Gerald and Elame enjoy 

traveling, and he likes to hunt and 
fish when brne allows. They are 
members of Iowa Corn Growers and 
Iowa Soybean Association, and he 
serves as a West Pottawattamie 
county committeeman. They are 
members of the First Lutheran 
Church in Missouri Valley, but 
since moving to Council Bluffs 
attend church there. 

Kevin and Ius wife Brenda live 
in Missouri Valley with the1r 
children Bnenna. Zach and Jarodd. 
all elementary students.1<.evm srud 
what he enJOys most is family 
activlltes, but also likes sports, 
hunung and fishmg. 

Russ Kurth, District 
Conservationist commented. 

"We are happy that tbe 
BostWicks are really pleased with 
their contour buffers. We laid out 
the system so that they have even­
width crop >trips. When we made 
adjustments m the contour line, we ~ 
made the guss strips wider. This 
way, the pomt rows are in CRP as 
grass instead of crop. This greatly 

.. ---------------------.. Improved the fannabillty Of the system. 

Kevin admitted the occupation 
he has chosen is a challenge for 
today's young farmer. His father 
added. "That hasn't changed Many 
things have changed since I began 
farming ..•. b1gger machinery, the 

Specializing in 
Rural Realty 

Swain Realty 
428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741 

leRoy Burbridge, Broker 647-2183 
Arnold Heistand, Associate Broker 647-2414 

Debbie Harris 647 ·2230; Randy Pryor, 647 ·2712 
Jerry Baldwin, 643-5130; Jerome Lowrey 402·393-7426 

Jim Rock 547·2996; Patty Kelley 647-2544 

"Land that has been in CRP, or 
has had crops on it two of the past 
five years. is eligible to enter mto 
the CRP program. Livestock 
producers may glean the cropland 
and CRP for two months during the 
winter if they agree to take a 25% 
reduction m the CRP rental rate for 
the years that livestock glean the 
field 

KRK 
Trucking 

Grain & 
Livestock 

ransportation 

Ph. 712-647-3260 
Woodbine, lA 51579 

"Anything• 
Anywhere• Anytime 

' s 

w 
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Plo~ing to no-till: Benedickt's generation . made the transition 

by Lou Waite 

Millard Benediclct smiled as he 
ldld dial his grandfather Karl, 
1011 in Lesgau Bohemia in 1853, 
nwried Josephine Beoediclct of 
Honan. Bohemia. The couple 
shared the same surname, but there 
IS 110 record of whether or not they 
we~e distantly related. At least 
Jcs:pbine didn't bave to embroider 
new initials on the linen in her 
hope chest! 

But it is known tba1 Karl 
served as a "bandmaster" with the 
Gumao army, probably 
cooscripted to do so. After he 
returned home, times were hard, 
and Karl wanted to leave Bohemia 
and come to America. The 
Bohemian government, however, 
had other ideas. and they would 
not give him permission (visa or 
passport) to leave the country. 

"There was a Jewish man, 
however, who told Karl he could 
get him out of the country," 

I 
Millard saul. "The Jew sold htm 
the steamship tJckets and 
somehow helped sneak tum out! 
He arrived m Neola. Iowa in 1884. 
He found a Job. worked very hard, 
and m two years had saved enough 
money to bring his wife. four 
children and an aunt to America!" 

But that isn't the end of that 
part of the story. Millard pomted 
out. It appears that Josephine gave 
the money Karl had sent to a man 
who said he would buy the 
steamslup tJckets for the family 
"He took the money. all right," 
Millard said ruefully, "but never 
came back wtth the tickets." So 
Karl had to keep on wortcmg hard 
and saving his money. After he 
sent funds the second time, the 
family finally arrived to join him. 

"My grandfather w<ned for a 
Carmer in the Neola area, • Millard 
said, "and he earned extra money 
playing the violin for country 
dances and other events. He also 
became involved with a successfuJ 
cattle-raising business. This 
continued after he bought his own 
farm near Dunlap and moved the 
family there in 1891 

Millard's father, John, was 
born in 1890. He was married to 
Mary Millard m 1910, and they 
became the parents of three 
children. Millard, born in 1911. 
was the eldest, followed by Martin 

WALKER 
SERVICE 

I "Your full­
service 

station" 
Lubrication 

Ignition 
Brakes 

Millard Benedickt and daughter Jackie Oollen share a bit of 
humor wbile perusing a copy of tbe Quad Distr ict Conservation 
News. 

in 1913 and Delores in 1914. 
John Benedtckt contmued as a 

farmer, expanded and improved the 
caule-rrusing, and became known 
for the Hereford breed m which he 
spectalized. He later became 
affil!ated with another breeder, and 
cattle from the "Benedick! & 
Steadman" herds were m great 
demand. (See reproducuon of 
"Bceeder's Day Sale" brochure held 
m 1906 in Dunlap). 

"When I was growing up, we 
would round up the cattle, and 
dnve them to town, herding them 
along on horseback," Millard 
recalled. ~ they were loaded 

onto ratlroad cars and sh1pped to 
Clucago. Usually. my dad and 
others rode along m the caboose, 
to superv1se the sale of the cattle 
That was quite an expenence for 
me, when I got to go along 

"I well remember one year, 
probably 1936, when 11 was so 
cold we almost froze gettJng the 
cattle to the ratlroad yards". 
Millard continued. "When we got 
back to Jowa, the snowdrifts were 
so deep that the tracks were drifted 
shut. We couldn't get home until 
they were cleared!" 

Millard and Norma Shafer 
were married on January 22, 1936. 

·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~· .~:'r.~~:.; .................... ;y; .... ...,.;r. ..................... :t:: 

ConJnJercial 
Federal® Bank 

·~~w~~w~~w-~*********~ww .............................................. -.... ........ ..... 
Serving all of Harrison County 

Woodbine (712) 647-2301 
Pisgah (712) 456-2291 
Persia (712) 456-2425 

FDiG -----

Woodbine Oil Company 

They farmed 10 the Dunlap area 
until moving to the Logan 
vicinity in 1939. Millard 
explained the reason for that 
relocation. 

"One day my mother called 
and told me that I should go sign 
up at Logan," he said with a 
chuckle. "She sa•d government 
loan money was available for 
those who 'had enough machmery 
to farm'. So I applied. and later 
bought the Morris Kennedy 160· 
acre farm in Magnolia townshtp. I 
was one of the flfSt five farmers 
to buy a farm under the Bankhead­
Janes AcL Only 13 farms in 
Harrison County were purchased 
under th1s btU. We all got a 40. 
year loan at 3%. l paid my loan 
off 10 five years!" 

Millard still lives on that 
farm. and wh1le he no longer 
actJvely farms it, he retains a keen 
mterest in the operation. Norma 
passed away m October, 1996. 

Following tradition, Millard 
also raised cattle, and remams an 
aVld supporter of conservauon and 
preservation of natural resources. 
In the past, he served for 25 years 
as an Agricultural Stabil11.ation 
and Conservauon St>rvtce (ASCS) 
County Commumty 
Commllteeman Fifteen of those 
years were spent measuring gram 
bms. land areas. etc .• and ten 10 

various duties carried out from the 
office. 

Daughter Jacqueline "Jaclue" 
Doll en of Pers1a cames out her 
farming hentage Her late 
husband. Duane. served as a 
Harrison Soil and Water 
Conservation D1strict 
Comm•ssioner. Of the1r SlX 

chtldren, only Scott follows 
tradition as a tiller of the sotl. His 
siblings are Jonene Fischer of 
Minden; Lynette Dollen of 
Gilbert, AZ; Paulette Barrier of 

, Atchinson, KS; Danette Lodes of 

Omaha and Steven of Persia. 
Jackie auends SL Patrick's Church 
10 Neola. of wh1ch her great· 
grandfather John was a member 
and where he was baptized. 

Mil lard's daughter Joanne 
Collins and family reside in 
Arkansas. Son John, h1s w1fe Sue 
and their chJldren live near Logan. 
John operates the family farm. as 
weU as his own. He too served 
with ASCS as part-time office 
employee and field assistant: also 
With the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA) as 11 has now been 
renamed. 

Millard Benedtckt is probably 
one of the last of the generation of 
farmers who have seen the 
trans1t1on from the plow to no-
ull: from gully-ridden hillsides to 
slopes terraced for erosion control. 
Only m the West do they sttll nde 
horses to herd cattle, and the stock 
markets of Ch1cago and Omaha are 
ghosts of the major enterprises of 
the pa~t. Interest rates at 3% are a 
p1pedream, and so IS paying off a 
mortgage m only five years~ 

One of a hardwolking, tough 
and hardy breed. M1llard and those 
hke h1m deserve to be h1ghly 
commended. They should be 
commended not only for thetr 
stewardship of the land. bur also 
for estabhshing a tradluon which 
their descendents may follow wtth 
mtegnty and pride. 

ANNUAL 
BRftDfRS' 

SALE 
THURSDAY. 

JUNI: 14. 

1906. 

• < 
~ 
Q -

40 lffRfFORDS t ONSICiNfD IIY 
16 IIRUDfRS. 

See us at 
Dunlap Fertilizer 

Company 
for all your fertilizer, 
chemical and seed 

needs. 

on I 
Tire Repair 

Wrecker Service Top quality fuel 
Fast, efficient seruice 

Your FertiliZer & Chemical Dealer 
365 days a year/ 

·o 
~79 

I I 
Highway 30 
Woodbine 

II Ph. 712-647-9921 
Dwight 8' Marian Mills 

712-647 - 2217, Woodbine, IR 

We appreciate vour business! 

Dunlap Fertilizer 
Highway 37 West 

712·643·5822 Dunlap Iowa 

I 
l I 

. I 
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Saylorville area tour provided by CDI 
Amoog those attelldiDg tile Coosenatioo Districts ollowa llDIIaal mediDg September 2 and 3 iD 
Des Moines was Cass County Commissloaer Grea ZeDmer, left. Otbers from East Pottawattamie 
were Commlssloaers DarreU Stamp aad Marly• Voa Weille. Se<retary Becky Lockwood, 
District CoDServatiooist Grea Malbis aad Commissioner Terry Gleaves. Tbe pboro was snapped 
during a tour or tile Saylorville GOflle and Dam area. 

Heyt1e Custottt Seed Services 
5rue. A ~no. Owner 

26420 SlOth Street 
Walnut, Iowa 51577-4110 

Telephone: (7"2) 784-3454 F8lC (n!) 784-2030 Motile:~ 249-0227 
email; HEYNESEB:lSOnetina.net 

homepage: http:l'www.neti~uestemlindex.html 

SWCD offers 
terrace repair 

cost-share , 

For producers who have too 
few terrace breaks to qualify for 
emergency funding through the 
EnviTOnrneotal Quality Incentive 
Program (EQJP). administered 
through the Farm Service Agency 
(FSA), the East Pouawauamie 
Soil and Water Conservation 
DIStrict has establiShed a 50% 
cost-share program, for this year 
only. 

•••••••••••••••••••••• Per landowner, there must be a 

Midstates Bank, N.A. 

Four Convenient Locations to Serve You 

Citizens National Bank,Avoca 

First National Bank, Missouri Valley 

First National Bank of Mondamin 

Harlan National Bank, Harlan 

Committed to Providing You 
Quality Customer Service. 

mmimum of two breaks, with a 
maximum of 16 breaks. Cost 
share will be 50% of the total cost 
up to the maxunum, at SlOO per 
break. Therefore, a landowner with 
16 terrace breaks to repa1T would 
rece1ve $800 in cost-share. 

Coo tractors will be required to 
des1gnate the number of breaks on 
their bill, and mark the locations 
on an anached aerial photo. 

For funher information, 
contact the Oakland NRCs ortice 
31712-482-6408. 

JIM SCHABEN 
REAL ESTATE 

SELLING BY AUCTION 
& PRIVATE LISTING 

JOHN A. HANSEN, 
ASSOCIATE BROKER 

LOGAN, lA 51546 
712-644-3001 

Ph. 712-482-6408 FAX 712-482-3661 

Envirothon full of surprises 
by Michelle Zimmerman 

The 1998 National Envirothoo 
competition proved to be one full 
of surprises. The first-place team 
was University High School from 
Tucson, Arizona, which was also 
the Rookie Team of the Year. 
Yes, a team representing a slate 
new to the competition won the 
top prize. 

In add1tion to a rook1e team 
winning the top honor, two other 
states broke into the top five 
positions for the first time -· 
Kansas and Virgwa. 

Winners for first through thlfd 
places won Canon National 
E nvirothon Scholarslups 10 the 
amounts of $2,500, $1,500 and 
$1,000 per team member, 
~lively. 

Students placing founh or flfth 
were awarded Canon bioocu.lars. 
and those placing sixth through 
tenth wete given a fl'lt'Aallion. 
Each team received a plaque, 

sponsored by Monsanto. Teams 
winmng in the individual stations 
were also awarded plaques and 
medallions, courtesy of Monsanto 

The Rookie Team of the Year 
NAD Extra Mile Award was 
sponsored by the National 
Association of Conservatioo 
District's Auxiliary. Each team 
rece1ved a cash award ofSlOO. 
plus a plaque. 

Terrill High School represented 
Iowa a1 the event. held m Lansing 
Mich1gan. "II was a real eye­
opener." said Marc BenedicL. coach 
of the team. "We did not realize 
the level of compclition," he 
admit.ted. In spite of the low 
placmg, however, Marc said it was 
a "great experience", and he was 
determined to have a team compete 
again. "I am already planning a 
strategy for the coming year." he 
cmfided. 

The 1999 national competition 
will take place in oorthem 
California. 

Trucking 

Grain & Livestock Transportation 
Ph. 712-647-3260 Woodbine, lA 51579 

Kevin R. Kuhlman 
"Anything - Anywhere - Anytim~" 

750 No-Till Drill 

Thet 
Schn 
Leitz 

The 
sltpp 
bku 

Why Its Popularity Keeps Grow~g @ -
• Seeds mto vutually any 

cond1t10n wuh mim· 
mal soil disturbanCl' 

• New "live• hydraulit1 
let you set opener 
down-pressure m 
seconds. 

• Emptlonal accuracy 
and depth centre!. 

• AdJustable, ronosion­
rrsistant, J-posit1on 
seed/lertlhzer divider 

• 10·, IS·, and 20·1oot 
Widths. Full48·10(h 
clearance. Gram or 
grain/fertilizer Two­
umt lutch available. 

Macedonia Implement Co . 
40459 Pioneer Trail 

Macedonia, lA 
712-486-2441 800-373-3185 

GOOD DEALS ••• AND A GOOD DEAL MORE 
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Pictures speak louder than words 

The excellent example of how erosion can be controlled was constructed in Section 8 of Grove 
Township, Shelby County, and is s imilar to the East Pottawattamie project. 

A drop inlet installed at this site in Section 30 of Wright Twp., East 
Pottawattamie County now controls tbe damage evident in tbis 
picture, taken on tbe day tbe area was being surveyed. 

"Iowa soil 
conservationists have 
long sought ways to 

drive home the point of 
what is happening to the 
land resource, and how it 
has been whittled down 
by erosion to about balf 
of its original fertileness. 

We are losing 230 
bushels of topsoil on 

each acre of unprotected 
sloping land in Iowa 

each year. That's twice as 
much soil loss as the 

average corn production 
on those soils. This loss is 

one inch every twleve 
years. AT that rate, our 

topsoil will be gone in 
100 years." 

From a U.S.D.A. 
Brochure, printed in 

1976 
The survey team at the East Pott site consisted of David 
Schneider, SCT, Ed Marshall, CET and Clair Acker CT. The 
Leitz Instrument ls shown at the left. 

Where do we s tand 
today? 

The onJy d ifference between 
stepping stones and stumbllng 
blocks is lhe way you use lhem. 

@Mosquito 

PHI Valley 
INsuRANce·Ag Supply 
SERVICES Inc. 

Jack Stamp 
Sales rep for 

Pioneer products 

Persia Office: 

712-488-2014 

Shelby Office: 
712-544-2020 

PIONEER. 

Crop Production 
Services 

Fertilizers, Chemicals 
Scouting, Custom Application, 

GPS &. Other Agronomic Services 

712-7 41-5473 or 1-800-578-2902 
317 West Kimball 
Hancock, Iowa 

Clair Acker of East Pott NRCS positions a prtsm rod which 
sends re•dln&<" to the Leitz dectronic measuring unit being 
used to complete the swvey or the Wright Township site. 

RANDY PRYOR 
AU<TIONEER 

Woodbine, Iowa 

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS 
FARM AUCTIONS 
LAND AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS 
MACHINERY AUCTIONS 

Phone # 

(712) 647-2712 

-
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I M AND 3M FUNDS ARE TIIF FrNANCIAL ASSISTANCE FURNISHED BY THE 
DIVISION OF ~OIL CONSERVATION STAlL OF IOWA 

I \ I Bl DG ET 

3M BUDGET 
97-98 

3M BUDGET 
96-97 

3M BUDGET 
95-96 

I· INA 1\/CIAL REPORT 

Allocation, July I , 97- June 30, '98--------------------$ 
Supplemental A llocatJOns-------------------------­
CommJSSJoners I ravel---------------$ 2,523 31 
Office Supplies. bpenses. Dues------ 3 636 02 

Total expended as of 6-30-98------$ 6, 159.33 

2,500 00 
3.659 33 

Allocation 7-0 1-97----------------------------------$ 47,875.00 
Supplemental Allocations- 52, 11 2.50 

Total expended for terraces --$ 28,099 87 
Unobl igated balance on hand 

June 30, 1998-----------$ 7 1,887 63 

Allocat iOn 7-0 1-96------------- ---$ 47,875 00 
Supplemental Allocations- ------- 76,593. 13 

Total expended for terraces-------$ 124,468 13 
Unobligated balance on hand 

June30, 1998 $ .00 

Allocat•on 7-0 1-95------- ---- -- --$47,554.00 
Supplemental A !locations.- - ------- I 20,992 08 

Total expended for terraces---$1 64,552 I I 
Unobligated balance on hand 

January 30, 1998 $ 3,993 97 

REAP PRACT ICES Allocatton 8-01-97 -$ 8,0 15 00 
'98 Total expended for pract1ces $ 7,461 88 

Total recalled by state--- ------ 553 12 
Unobligated balance on hand 

June 30, 1998 $ 0.00 

REAP FORESTRY/ Allocation 8-01-97 $ 1,808 50 
NATIVE GRASSES Total expended for pract1ces----- $ 747.50 

'98 Total recalled by state 1,061 20 
Unobligated balance on hand 

June30 1998-----• ----$ 000 

NO-INTEREST Balance on Hand 1/0 1/98 ------- --$ 29,991.00 
LOAN PROGRAM Total recalled by state - $ 19,991 00 

Terraces Completed----- 10,000 00 

Obligated balance on hand 
June 30, 1998--·----------$ .00 

1 he East Pottawanam•e S01l & Water ConservatiOn D•stnct thanks the DIVISion 
of S01l Conservation and the Iowa Leg1slature for makmg these fu nds available. We 
always attempt to use the money most efTect1vely, and hope you agree we have done so 
agam th1s year 

The D1stnct also has a revo1vmg fund made up of contnbut1ons from those who 
want to ass1st m conservmg our soli These fu nds are used for conservation education 
activities, dues to State and NatiOnal Association of ConservatiOn Distncts and a few 
mc1dental expenses 

POTT A WATT AM IE CO UNTY 
LOCAL OPTIO N SALES TAX FUND 

Balance as of January I . 1998 
1998 Monthly Payments 

Total expended for practices 

Balance as of June 30, 1998 

................... ······ .$ 183,2 17 03 

................................ $ 49,41 2.61 

$ 20.825 51 

$ 2 11 ,804 13 

Ph. 712-482-6408 FAX 712-482-3561 

• 

I n Appreciation 

The East Pou awattaie Soil & Water Conservation 
District wishes to thank the following individuals and 
businesses for the overwhelming response to its request 
for donations. Because of the generosity displayed, the 
district now has additional funds for educational and 
district project use. 

Supporters (Donal ions of $5 to $25) 
Ames · Sherry MaxweU Smay 
Atlantic - Carl Stempl 
Avoca- Anonymous, Jack Bornholdt, Michael & Etleen Dennmg, 

Gerrit & Marie Feekes. Orvte & Alta Fischer, Jan flemmtng, 
Clarence Harder, Kevm & Jodi Jacobsen, Larry & Aldme 
Ltppold, R.W. Meyer, Ed Nthsen, Ken & Mildred Petersen, 
Burl & Lots Scott, Erwin & Martha Sieh. Roger Sievers. 

Carson -Carr Farm Ltd., Beuy Carr. Todd & Juhe Karns, Emma 
Schoerung. Elmer and Dorothy Von Wiehe. 

Council Bluffs- Virgil & Dorothy Anderson, Lakeine Crouse, Gordon 
& Pam Green, Pauline LewiS. Taylor Sisters Farm. 

Davenport - Mary Sulson 
EUiou • Bem1ce C. Smith, Dean Wallace. 
Griswold - James Howell, Donna J. Siama. 
Hancock - E. Ke1th McMartin, Schroder Farms. Inc. 
Macedonta - Bernard Blatny. Stille Farms Corp. 
Minden - Stanley Danker. 
Oakland - Kenneth Bartlett, Dick &1o Ann Kates, Roy Farms Corp .• 

Harold Spencer. 
Shelby - Mary Watkins. 
Silver City - Donald Thompson. 
Treynor · R1elca Vorthmann. 
Walnut - Anonymous. Bob Beckendorf, Lester & Viole! Brehmer. _ 

Kevin Holtz. Larry Kay. Herbert Mertz, Max & Debra 
Petersen. 

Other states - Anonymous, LUlOOln NE, Richard Brandt. Chesterfield 
MO, Douglas Clark, Gretna NE. Crop Producuon Services, 
Fresno CA. Patrick McCarthy, Omaha NE. Lewis Stemer, 
Milford M.A. Bill Timrnennan, PaptUton NE. 

Savers (Donations of $U to $49) 
Atlantic - Ned Embree, William & Mildred Miller. 
Council Bluffs - Gary Guttau, Thien Farm MgmL 
Oakland - Sivers Hlllridge Farm Corp. 
Walnut - Milton Mueller, Gallen & LaVonne Stdebouom. 
Omaha NE - Franz Farms, Inc. 

Stewards (Donations or $50 and up) 
Atlantic - Kenneth Fredrechsen. 
Avoca - Marcella Caughell , Gerald McCarthy, Roy Schultz. 
Carson • Crowder Farms. Inc .. Lowell Forristall, H R Farms, Inc .• 

Pi lling Partnerslup. 
Council Bluffs - Graalfs Farm, Inc .• Mrs. Detlaf Guuau. 
Hancock - Dean Beatty. 
Harlan - Farm SCIVice Cooperative. 
Mmden - Marte Bentley. 
Oakland · Jams Forristall, Hummel Insurance. Husz Construction, 

Qaldand State Bank, Plealc Farms, Inc .. Dewan & Mar)one 
Robinson, Marion & Donna WrighL 

Red Oak - Ralph Jackson. 
Walnul - Anonymous. Oms Rogers. 
Other - Robert & Carole Bane: Keast Enterpnses. Inc.: Wayne L. Carse 

Trust, Orlando FL: Don Casey, Paradise Valley AZ, Michael 
McCarthy. Omaha. NE. 

WHE RE THE WISE ECONO MIZE 

ENJOY EXTENDED EVENING AND WEEKEND 
HOURS FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE 

MISSOURI VALLEY, lA 
8:00A.M. TO 9:00P.M., MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 

8:00A.M. TO 7:00P.M. SUNDAY 
PH. 642-3148 * DEll 642-4487 

WOODBINE, lA 
7:30 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M., MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 

7:30A.M. TO 7 P.M. SUNDAY 
PH. 647-2240 
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Trudy Weaver new adviser to County Committee 

Phil and Trudy Weaver 

by Michelle Zimmerman 
County Resource Planner 

With constant cbange in 
agncuJturalthese days. women are 
generanng the move toward 
managerial decisions. Many 
women manage the family 
busmess whether on their own or 
in a partnership or corporallon. 
Trudy Weaver is one of those 
women! 

Trudy and her husband, Phil, 
are m partnerslup with her father, 
Don Johnk. For the last twenty 
years. Trudy has been actively 
involved with the day-to-day 
dec1s1ons on the fann. Whether is 
has been with the cows and calves. 

hogs, com. soybeans. hay/pasture 
operations - Trudy IS there! 

The Weavers fann 900 acres: 
380 com. 380 soybeans and the 
remairung tn hay and pasture. 

Thetr commerctal crossbred 
herd consists of 320 cows. They 
calve 120 calves in the spring, 
starting February 20, and 200 
calves m the fall , starling August 
20. The Weavers sell their feeder 
calves. 

Trudy's favorite part of fannmg 
IS the cauJe industry. Pnor to 
assisting with the family 
business. she was an ~ffice 
ass1slant for five years. 

Trudy was approached by Tim 
While to see if she would like 10 

T 

Citizens State Bank 
Established in 1881 

301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, lA 51560 

See us for all your banking 
needs! 

Checking - Savings - Certificates - All types of 

-m (712) ~82-a431 FQl_E 
LENDER 

become the ftrSt adviSOr 10 the 
East Pottawauamie County 
Committee. Wtlh three w1dows an 
the neighborhood, Trudy thought 
these women mtght feel more at 
ease and comfortable talking to her 
about government programs 
regarding their farms. 

She began her duues m May. 
Her responstb1hues tnclude 
mcreasing awareness and 
partJcipation of the Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) programs and 
activities and helpmg develop an 
mterest and anccntive for 
manonties considering FSA as a 
career. 

I asked Trudy what she has 
learned by bemg an adv1sor to the 
County Committee. Her reply 
was. "Understandmg the fann 
programs beuer. along w1th the 
agency's v1ewpoints -- NOT just 
lookmg through the eyes of the 
fanner." When asked tf she would 
seek another term. her response 
was yes! 

Trudy and Phil hve south or 
Walnut on SOOth Street Some of 
the conservau.on practices 
trnplementcd by the Weavers and 
Don are terracmg, contoured grass 
bufferstnps. no-till and manimum­
tiJI , along with waterways and 
field border.;. The Weavers work 
Slde·by-SJde every day and they 
also enjoy fiShmg and water­
skung together on vacauon. Every 
year for the last twenty-five years. 
Trudy. Phtl, and the rest or her 
family gather in Canada for a 
reuruon and fiShing. Trudy's only 
hobby is readmg. 

As you can see, Trudy is one 
of those women who takes an 
active role 10 the managertal 
decisions in the fannmg operation. 
She is also very knowledgeable 
regarding agriculture. She wiJJ be 
a great asset to the County 
Committee. 

RON MEEKER 
WELL CO. 

PU*S & WATER SYSTEMS 

*Well Drilling 
*Pump Repair & Service 
*Backhoe & Trenching 

*Septic Systems 
*Plugging Abandoned 

Water Wells 
• Aermotor Pumps & Water 

Systems 

"Service on all 
pumps and wells" 

-712-
Ron 647-2262 
Rick 647-2031 

Woodbine, Iowa 

Save Crop Residues this fall! 

Leaving crop residues alone after harvest \\ill help you: 
• Lemc options open for ne~t 'pring 

lf vou h1ve rc-stduc lO v.·orL v.nh. you t:iU\ dtctdc ho"" nlll~; h t1llllge ,,, d•'l tn lbe spun,~. bul 
)'OU C3n P' II l\ }. fC"'\tdt ) •ll.t h l'OC bun~ 1 

• S ta) m comphanct 
11 Con~r.:atton comphMKf' ,, $UIIIR effo:t Your pi~ hl~l) !\bow.._:. lt~cl of n:!.tdlJC''1tlU ,., 

mamt;un 

• A\Oid erosion like mam farm~ had tbi\ ~ur B lhc rosoon 
In naD} pMl\ or tbt niac ao I OQ;UI~ C'lo~n OC\ r'IO·tJI& fttl~ Ul nJMI ....c-vrrt: c 
v.-.as found on (acid .. "'''h link 1"0 reo ·o,er He3vy rntJues c:a.n ""' wd er~»ton b\ u 
much :u 90'11 

• SaH time, ene~ and monn 
,, a;n t.U.t 1 thlfd d{ the-~~~ tO pl2.111 3 (aeJd thJa Con\cnttonaJ ('C'C'p.l141hOn vtd pJ.m11nt 
.al.c- -1111 can,..,.,..,.,. ltwl) '.>IIOCIS of fuel a.o acre and M A\ d.tu $bow no-ull and 

othefCOh'lot'f"\o.\tiOO UJllr ~' .tcm ~ nlO ~()CI:omJC.ll tlut\ lo\1..-rt:SIJut rarmtnz S)'\1Cm1 

• Produce cleaner water and ht'allhier soil . 
Cr~ ~ad~J.c h ,·J w1J p. rhcl m fl~ ~,, -.cl .u herbte1d~ Herbteu.k runoll can bf cur by 
11 mucb ~ tuJI •m f ).~1 "1"!" 

CHARTING A COURSE 
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD 

[§.) GREEN}PLAN· 
• OttRS~ "C. C 5G738 

Gnd mapptng IS one of modern farmtng·s most Important new 
technologtes. And no one knows how to make tt pay off for your 

• farm1ng operatiOn better than your local FS Crop Spectalist 
Us1ng the FS GREEN PLAN" he'll help you to analyze v1tal crop­
ping data - from sot I sampling to y1eld monatonng - 1n order to 
provide you w1th accurate, S1te-spec1f1c recommendaltons Gtve 
your FS Crop Specialist a call today, and start chart1ng your 
course toward opt1mum y1eld and max1mum profits 

Agriland FS ·Inc. · 
Logan 644-1610 • Avoca 343-6386 • Harlan 755-5141 

Underwood 566-1313 • Grlsw'jid 778-1134 
Malvern 614-8611 • Audubon 563-1675 
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Slovakia 
Continued from Page 11 
under the Communistic regime. 
Crops raised are wheat, barley, oats, 
rye, rape. corn. flax. potatoes and 
peas. 

Pedorko was a soft-spoken, 
mtelligent mdividual and a gracious 
host He has a college degree as an 
economist from the Unaverslly of 
Nitra. 

nus collecuve has 500 head of 
sheep and 2.000 head of hogs wh1ch 
we could not inspect because they 
were suffcnng from the black 
plague. There is an excellent 
demand for pork •n the country, 
with the current market pncc 40 sk 
per kilogram (kg). Bred York g1lts 
were purcha'ied from Canada 
Pedorko saJd they were not happy 
wuh the purchase s10cc they paid a 
lot for the hogs and were lo:.mg 
many of the newborn p1gs. When 
asked 1f a veterinanan had mspccuxl 
the herd. the reply was "yes. but he 
"'as unable to diagnose the d1sea'iC". 

Due to drought condwons. the 
collecttve was gomg to be short of 
forage for thelf caule, and would 
need to buy addluonal feed. They 
have 1,600 head of cattle and 570 
mtlk cows. As typ1cal m other 
areas, the drury operauon was not 
profitable due to poor producuon 
and low market pnces. The 
government does proVIde various 
subsidies for milk and livestock 
producers, however. 

Th1s collective was leasmg 
office space to a large shoe factory 
in Bardejov for shoe storage. At one 
ume they had 30 employees 
working outside the collecuve. 
maintammg the lawns and grounds 
for the Batdejov Kupele. They no 

longer provide this service. 
We met with the department 

heads and LOured the bvestock 
facilities. These have not been 
maintained and (many buildings) 
should be tom down or removed as 
they are no longer be10g util ized. 
There were siJtteen 90-ton silos for 
1.600 head of cattle, and only two 
silos in usc. 

Deprecmtion is a cash expense 
in Slovakia Buildings have an 
accounting value, so destroy10g 
ones not utilized is no simple 
proce..c;s. As with the land. each 
shareholder owns an IOterest in the 
tmprovemcnts and hvestock. Any 
deci.s•ons made rcganhng facwues 
and land must be approved by the 
17-member board of dtrectors and 
2,300 shareholders. Thts makes 
management dec1s1ons very 
cumbersome. 

The machinery was m better 
condtUon than at Zborov. but they 
also had excess equ1pment for the 
acres they were opcraung. Their 
equtpment was also mostly East 
German. and they had a new gram 
drill There were also 40 tractors. 10 
combmes, 5 potato diggers and 25 
cars. Thetr parts department. 
however. was extens1ve and very 
well organued. They too are havmg 
dlfficulues findmg parts for repairs. 

We viewed thetr potato 
processmg faciluy. which was very 
extens1ve. Here again, this faciluy 
could sort and handle all of the 
potato production m the enure 
county. They were at a loss on what 
to do w1Lh the excess equipment and 
facilities. Evidently there is no 
market for 1t 

Next issue: Remainder of the 
report; further comments from 
Thien and Summy. 

THE VOICE OF AGRICULTURE 

IPromoU~mg Agracaahu.re. Providing 
Le~tdersllndJP> OJP>JP>Ortu.!Dlities. lobbying 

to Protect lRunlll interests 

Hudson Co11.11nty !Farm B11.11rea11.11 
115 N. Third Ave., Logan, lA 51546, (712) 644-2701 
llittsQ lPouawttQtamde !Farm B11.11rea11.11 
P.O. Box 390, Oakland, lA 51560, (712) 482-3496 

Westt lPotttcwttttuum5e !Fum Bllllrea11.11 
110 East Broadway, Co. Bluffs, lA 51503, 

(712) 322-0251 
Sll:neDQ,y Co11.1lllllty !Fall'm IB11.11Nil11.11 
1208 Industrial Plcwy., Harlan, lA 51537 

(712) 755-5145 

Mike Ei~ele was guest of honor at a " farewell. but not goodbye' 
party, prior to his leaving for the Sgt. Bluff appomtment. 

Mike Eisele transferred to Sgt. Bluff 
Michael (Mike) E1sele, State 

Technician at Harrison County 
NRCS/SWCD, was rcceruJy 
transferred to the Sgt Bluff field 
office. He began h1s duues at 
Woodbury County NRCS/SWCD 
on August 1A. 

A "farewell" recepbOn was held 
10 hLS honor at the Logan office, 
with NRCS staff and 
commissJOneJ'll present. as well as 
personnel from Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) and Rural 
Development (RD). 

During his nine-year-tenure at 
Logan, Mike was responsible for 
developing conservation 
compliance platts, laying out 
contour strips and terraces lines, 
condocting status revtews and field 
follow-ups. etc. He also assisted 
with surveys for structures, 
conservation tillage, etc. and aided 
farmers 10 determmmg CRP factors 
and values. For a number of years, 
he parttcipated in the Outdoor 
Classroom acuvities for elementary 
students. He was also the resident 

"computer expert", according to 
some of h1s peers. 

Mtke was a graduate of the 
University of Iowa. where he 
received a degree 10 General 
Science. Prior to becommg 
10volved w1th conservation, he was 
a construCtion foreman , operated 
hLS own wholesale business. and 
was employed w1th another 
wholesale fllTil. 

He served as an intenmttent 
Soil Conservationist at the 
Monona County field office 1n 
Onawa prior to coming to Logan. 

Mtke enJOYS photography, 
fishing, hiking and outdoor 
recreation. Hts w1fe. Elaine, is a 
third grade teacher in Onawa. and 
thetr two sons are Rory, a student 
at Iowa State University, and Ryan. 
a senior at West Monona Htgh 
School. 

Mike commented wryly that he 
and Elaine's major "hobby" at the 
present time, is "follow10g the 
boy's activities". 

A message to every Iowa farmer 
Not known are the plans of 

every Iowa farmer for their com 
and soybean fields this fall after 
harvest But there is a concensus 
of opimon among a large group of 
non-tiU supporters that Il LS good 
bus10ess for every farmerto think 
through the reasons for acuons 
taken on the farm. That IS true 
th1s fall or at any ume. 

That mcludes the reasons that 
are usually given for titling in the 
fall It is very difficult to find 
good reasons - economic or 
otherwise - to tiU soybean ground. 
for instance. And studies show 
crop systems that make ~e of 
heavy residues to hold soil (and 
also chemJCals and fertilizer) m 
place are among the most 
profitable as well. 

If thts fall happens to be an 
open one and farmers have the 
opportumty to tiU their land, they 
are asked to take a minute and 
th10k it through. They should be 
certain they are tilling for a good 
reason. There are very good 
reasons for NOT tilling this fall , 

such as keeping options open for 
next spring, and protecting soil 
and water resources. 

Any of the thousands of Iowa 
farmers who are using a sound 
crop residue management system 
would. it is certain, encourage 
others to adopt sunilar practices. 
They would surely recommend, 
"Before considering doing any 
llllage this fall. fi.J"St stop and 
consider soLI conservation and 
economics as part of that 
decision." 

The following sponsors of this 
message agree: 

Dan Bruene, Conservation 
Districts of Iowa; Doug Lindgren 
anJ Roy Bardole, American 
Soybean Association: Larry Kay, 
Iowa Com Growers Association: 
Ed Weiderstein. Iowa Farm Bweau 
Federation: Leroy Brown, Natural 
Resow-ces Conservation Service: 
Jim Gullifonl. Division of Soil 
Conservation, Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship: 
Diane Thompson, State Soil 
Conservation Committee: Wendy 
Wmtersteen, Extension Service. 
Iowa State University. 

New CRP signup 
is announced 
by Russ Kartb 
District Cooservadonist 

The next Conservation Reserve 
Program (CRP) general sign-up 
wiU be held from October 26, 
1998, through December I I , 1998 
at each local USDA Service 
Center. During this seven-week 
period, producers may make offers 
to enter land into CRP for ten 
years. 

The process for the 18th CRP 
sign-up will be similar to the 
16th sign-up. Producers w1ll be 
asked to designate the area to be 
offered. A bid cap will be figured 
for the offered area. based on the 
predom10ate 3 SOils typeS 10 the 
area Producers will need to select 
the cover-type they would like to 
seed. 

USDA wtll conunue to 
evaluate and rank CRP offers, 
using the Environmental Benefit 
Index (EBI), based on the potenual 
environmental benefits to be 
gained from enrolling land mto 
CRP. Tbmgs that landowners 10 

western Iowa need to do to 
tmprove their EBI are 

1) Select steeper fields or 
portions of fields which arc more 
erodible. 

2) Select seeding mixtures 
whlch have high wildltfe benefits. 
Points assigned for seeding 
mixtures range from 10 to 50, 
depending upon what is in the 
mixture. 

3) Planting trees or shrubs on 
offered areas will improve the EBI 
score. 

4) ProdlJCCl'S who LOClude 
annual food plots as part of their 
offer will also have a higher EBI 
score. 

USDA LS authorized to 
maintain enrollment of up to 36.4 
million acres. Approxunately 
30.5 million acres will be enrolled 
in CRP conttacts as of October 1, 
1998. The contracts awarded under 
sign-up I 8 will become effective 
on October l , 1999. Just over 3.5 
million acres currently subject to 
CRP contracts wiU expire on 
September 30, 1999. 

The CRP is designed to 
improve the nation's natural 
resource base. It protects millions 
of acres of Amencan topsoil from 
erosion. It also protects 
groundwater and helps U:Oprove 
theconditionoflakes, rLVers, 
ponds and streams. . . 

CRP is a h1gbly compeuuve 
program, and all interested 
landowners are encomaged to find 
out about the EBI before the 
December 11 cutoff. 

We will be glad to offer any 
advice on stepS which can be 
taken to maximize EBI points and 
mcrease the likelihood that 
producer's land wiU be accepted. 
Stop by the offiCe, or call 712-
644-2210 to set up an 
appomtment. 
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Tbe exterior or tbe bouse on the Spencer farm bas changed very little, although the interior has 
undergone extensive remodeling. The bouse was built by a member of the family for which 
Beebeetown was named. 

by Lou Waite 

If diversity is the secret for 
mruntainmg sustamabil1 ty of the 
American farmer. Ralph Edward 
ill (Ed) and Ruth Spencer are a 
practJcrng example of that theory. 
The Spencers bve on a farm which ts 
a lustorical sJte. and own another 
farm which has been in the family 
for over a hundred years. Tiley 
have an auctioneer service and a 
real estate ftrm, with three family 
members lioensed as real estate 
agents. They also have a cow-calf 
herd. with son Luke as "ramrod" 
of that operation for the mosr 
pan. 

"My grandfather. Ralph Sr. 
was a cattle buyer for Keenan 
CommtSSion Company rn Omaha 
for many years." Ed noted. "He 
bved in Boomer Township. 
Pottawattamie County. and we 
still have people tell us th\:Y 
remember hun. He was well 
known m the area." 

Ed is a third generation farmer, 
and h1s father, Ralph Jr., was also 
a farmer, cattle producer and 
auctioneer. Ed attended Retsch 
Aucuonecnng College at Mason 
City. and then gamed experience 
as a free-Lancer before e:.tabbslung 
hlS own auction serv1ce He 
opened the Spencer AuctJon 
Company office rn Logan in 
1983, and Ius raptd sales-patter 
has become a trademarK around the 
area. 

Ruth grew up on farm near 
Imogene, one of II children of 
Francis and Catherine Hughes. 
She is actively mvolved with real 
estate sales and other phases of the 
family operation 

The Spencers are avid 
conservatiorusts and dedicated to 
the prescrvatJon of natur.U 
resources. While their farmLand is 
now leased to tenant~. they 
mruntam an mterest, and promote 
terracmg. no-ull and/or mmi-uJJ, 
and the providing of wildhfe 
habitat. Large windbreaks on their 
farms protect homesteads and 
feedlots from the wmds, but also 
provide shelter for "little criuers" 
of the wildli fe envirortment. 

A recent Spencer projeCt is the 
establishment of a new housing 
development, "Eagle Ridge 
Acres", located north of Missouri 
Valley. 

Ed and Ruth are avid "history 
buffs", and hve on a farm which 

has a long and interesting hiStory 
1tself The farmhouse, once 
occupied by the Arthur Beebec 
fam1ly, still stands With very few 
external siJ'UCtural changes. 

The book "The Farmer's 
Daughter," wnuen by Lois Beebee 
Chandler, provided the followrng 
informabon (not in context) 

Origmally from England, the 
Beebees established quite a 
dynasty in America. One became 
cc:rfounder of the Wells Fargo 
Express system; another was a 
contractor who helped build the 
Erie Canal. James L. and Frederic 
Fargo Beebee came to Iowa an 
1850 and 1870, respectively, and 
seuled in LaGrange Townshtp at 
the s•te later known as 
Beebeetown. Arthur was descended 
from Fredenc Beebec, and the 
father of Lois Beebee Chandler. 

ln her book, Mrs. Chandler 
tells about loads of apples and 
potatoes stored m a half-basement 
under the house; the pantry which 
held dishes and a "ftreless 
cooker", descrihed as the "ongmal 
slow cooker". She menuoned the 
huge kitchen range, frred w1th coal 
and cobs which were reduced to 
ashes which had to be earned out 
each day. Water bucketed from the 
Cistern was heated m the reservo1r 
of the stove and used for dish­
wash mg. It also was dipped •nto 
buckets and earned to fi II the 
round wooden tub for a Saturday 
mght bath. 

The author described uses of a 
treadle sewmg machine, ICC box 
and crumb tray. She srud whlle 
damask tablecloths and !men 
napkins were "always" used on the 
dming table centered with 
condJment castor and spoon 
holder She told about the 
coal/cob shed. and a laundry shed. 
w1th tiS Woodro1· washmg 
machme operated by a gasoline 
engme. She mentioned the ice 

house, filled with 1ce from the 
Boyer River and packed 10 

sawdust. She recalled that milk 
was poured into gallon-siZed 
crockery bowls so the cream 
would "r.use" to be skimmed. She 
remembered the deLightful taste of 
rich cream, flavored with nutmeg, 
poured over bread pudding. 

The book told of life w1thout 
electricity, running water, central 
heatmg or coohng, refngerators or 
freezers. And of course, no 
bathrooms, as descnbed by the 
writer 

"The last chore of the day was 
one's lnp to the outdoor toilet. No 
one wanted 10 be flfSt, each 
hopmg the seat m1ght possibly be 
left slightly warmed by hts 
predecessor. A grey, woolen shawl 
with troublesome frmge hung 
behmd the pantry door. That 
sltawl went w1th each one to the 
outhouse, and as soon as 1t was 
back., 11 was the next one's tum. 
The winter trips were hasty, but 
m summer muclt louenng was 
done over the btg Montgomery 
Ward catalog that furrushed our 
toilet paper supply. It was very 
scary out tltere 10 the dark, and our 
1magmations went wild, so that 
we were often wakeful and still 
quaking when we finally got to 
bed." 

Mrs. Chandler S3Jd that the 
family's rust tractor was the 
sawed-off locomotive called the 
Avery. It was complete w1th 
smokestack boiler and wlnstle. 
The back wheels were huge, w1de 
lnd of metal w1th lugs. It had a 
roof of sorts and a small "cabm' 
seat area She wrote· 

"Dad looked forward to the 
State Farr 10 see all the 
mnovauons in labor-saving farm 
eqwpment. He bought many, too. 
We were often called upon to lend 
whatever was seasonal, all around 
the neighborhood. Dad could not 

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS 

MIKE WELLMAN 
WALTER WELLMAN 

BOX 39 
NEOLA, lA 51559 

PHONE 
485-2416 
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Beebee Farmhouse 1900 

say no to any request, wh1ch uked 
Mother more than a little. 

"Then came the buildmg of the 
com cnl>. Dad decided a hollow 
tile corncrib would save his crop 
and pay for itself. It was a 
sensauonal structure, and vis1tors 
constantly came by to see it. It 
was ctreular, probably thlrty or 
thirty-five feet m diameter. A 
roofed sort of porte<achere 
projected on the access stde under 
which the wagons would dnve 
upon a set of r.uls. A winch run 
by engme power could ratse them 
and thereby the front end of the 
wagon. W1th t11e tail-gate 
removed, the com would slide mto 
the buckets that moved on an 
endless chain to the center of the 
buildJng, there to be dumped into 
an elevator and luted to the top of 
the cnb. up a shaft m an inside 
similar ule structure. 

"It was a circle ms1de a circle, 
the area between rece1ving the 
tumbling ears from above. The 
top size of eight feet was floored 
and received the shelled corn. The 
system fac ilitated rotating by 
allowmg the gram to be removed 
by wagon loads and sent back up 
the elevator to fall otherwise. Of 
course, wmd and atr blew through 
the hollow tile walls, conunually 
ventilatrng and drying the 
contents. 

"The cnb was a wonder to aU, 
but Mother -- sun WithOut 
clectnctty m the house (no power 

hnes eXJsted to Becbeetown) and 
no water pressure or bathroom. 
resented the expenchture." 

The Spencers still have people 
stoppmg by to photograph or 
learn the h1story of the en b. They 
pLan to replace the shake-shingle 
roof and restore the cupola. 

While space does not permit 
further excerpts from the book., 
the Spencers recommend it as a 
"fascmatJng tnp back in t1me." 

Ed srud the quaner-hne cement 
posts markmg the comers of each 
40-acre segment on the farm are 
still in place. The markers arc a 
foot square and 10-feet tall, and 
inscribed on them are vanous 
prediCtions and/or mformation 
Arthur Beebee felt worthy of 
being recorded. One such me.'l~ge 
reads. 

A.H.B. 
10/11/18 
Dry year 

Kruser LICked 
The Spencer's daughter, 

Hannah, is a real estate agent, 
affi.hated wtth her parent's ftrm. 
Luke, a recent LoMa graduate. is a 
4-H member and shows cattle at 
various livestock events, county 
and state fairs, etc. He hopes to 
follow in the footsteps of his 
great-grandfather, grandfather and 
father, and also expand the cattle 
busmess m lhe ruture. Katie Beth, 
the youngest, IS a freshman at 
LoMa high school. 
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Editorial 
The following article is 
reprinted with permission of 
Wallace's Farmer, wbereio it 
originally a ppeared. 

W here have all 
the waterways 
gone? 
by Fra nk Holdmeyer 

Heavy spring rains turned into 
torrenual summer downpours that 
never seemed to end. 1be l'lllns 
brought flooding which tested 
tillage pracuces. waterways and 
other erosion control measures 
1bey were often found laclung 

Surveys m Iowa and other 
states md1cate tillage has mcrca.sed 
sigmficanlly from a year ago. 
More land 1s more exposed to the 
forces of wllld and water 

No one seems to have the 
answer regardmg the trend tow .ltd 
more tillage Perhaps you can 
enlighten us 

On our summer tr.lvcls. we\ c 
also nouced many Iowa field' 
where gullies have replaced once­
existing waterways. We wonder 
why 

Some fanners tell us they put 
waterways mto row crops for a 
couple ycrus to make that land 
ehg1blc for USDA's Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP). 

The USDA rule 1s 1hat land 
has to be farmed in two of the last 
five years for u to be ehgiblc to 
enter the CRP. An established 
waterway docs not meet that CRP 
elig1bihty rule. 

Some folks argue that current 
CRP provis1ons actually penalize 
fanners with cx~ting waterways. 
"Washmg1on"s" response IS "we 
can't afford to enroll every 
waterway in the nauon m CRP • 

We can understand the 
temptation to try to pick up an 
extr.l few hundred dollars m CRP 
payments by takmg waterways out 
so the land qualifies for CRP. But, 
come on folks. what about good 

stewardship of the soil? Those few 
dollars can't outweigh the benefits 
of sav10g soil. 

Some folks have been 
install ing conservation practices 
such as waterways. filter and 
buffer strips. They should be 
commended. Others, as in our 
example, are takmg out 
conservation structures for maybe 
the wrong reasons. It doesn't take 
many bad apples m any business 
to attract new legiSlation. We may 
not want that. 

The 1985 Farm BiU ushered •n 
conservauon compliance. In many 
cases, waterways have to stay 10 
place and fanners must meet 
conservauon compLiance to 
continue to recc1ve USDA 
benefits. 

The 1996 Farm Bill scaled 
back farm program benefits. The 
subsequcn• upsurge of ttllage and 
disappearance of waterways causes 
us to wonder if conservauon 
compliance has lost •ts teeth? 

But. Uncle Sam is sull 
lookmg over your shoulder. "The 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) does 
random spots checks," sa•d Mike 
Muscl. conservauon compliance 
ilirector at the state FSA offtce in 
des Momes. • A fanner who takes 
waterways out 1s at risk of being 
111 v•olauon of conservauon 
compliance. He risks losing farm 
program benefits " 

Duane Mlller. state resource 
conservauonist for USDA's 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) m Iowa. says 
waterways are sull needed "Some 
farmers have sw1tched to no-tiU 
and th mk that is all they need to 
do. Butth•s year's heavy l'lllns 
wh1ch lut before the crop canopy 
formed, prove many fields need 
permanent structures such as 
waterways to keep excessive 
gullies from occurnng." says 
M11ler. 

If there is waning interest in 
conservauon. that raises tough 
quesuons about what w11l happe:1 
after farm bill payments cxpue in 
2002. If we have a "no payments" 
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Small waterway 
or critical area 
plantings 
by Jim Shar p 
District Conservationist 

This year we have had a lot of 
small gull•es in our fields and will 
need to do some tillage on these 
areas. 

Just doing tillage and filling in 
the small gullies is not the 
answer! We will need to establish 
some root structure in this area or 
it will just wash out again with a 
normal l'llln. 

We arc suggesung on the 
small gullies that a cover crop 
(such as rye) be planted thlS fall, 
or oats early in the spring. Then, 
either mow before heading or 
spray Late and leave undisturbed. 
ThiS will develop some root 
structure. and with no-till you can 
plant nght through the 
temporarily planted gully. 11us IS 
only for small gulhes, not for 
those wh1ch need to be 
permanently seeded. 

If you have any quesuons. stop 
by at the Natural Resources 
Conservation Semce office in 
Harlan, or g1ve us a call at 712-
755-2417 

West Pott SWCDINRCS 

W. Pottawattamie 
cost-sha re policy 
for terrace breaks 

The West Pottawauamie Soil 
and WaJer Conservation District 
will be prov1djng cost-share for 
terrace holes and sloughs. Eligible 
landownerswillbethosewhodo 
not qualify for ECP funds through 
FSA. 

1be cost-share rate is 75% of 
the contractor's bill or the 
estimate, whichever is the lesser 
amount, with a maximum cost­
share of $1,000. The cost estimate 
is based on $75 per hole or 
slough. 

At the time of application, 
eligible Landowners need to fill out 
an mfonnation sheet and cost­
share applicauon, and made the 
locauon where repair lS needed on 
an aerial photo. 

To ensure that all damaged 
areas arc included, it is 
recommended the s•gn·up be made 
after harvest. 

At the time of the s•gn-up. 
Landowners will rece1ve a copy of 
the ae rial photo, wh1ch •s to be 
given to the contractor. Prior to 
the contractor beginning rep31t. a 
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NRCS technician will vtsit the 
site to verify damage. Upon 
completion of repair, a bill and 
proper documentation are to be 
submitted to the district office. At 
thtS time. a technician will inspect 
the repair site to certify 
completion. 

The deadline for submitting an 
application is April I , 1999. 
Repair work must be completed 
by June I , 1999. 

For further informauon 
regarding tlus program, those 
mterested may contact the office 
by calling (712) 328-2489. or 
come to the office personally. 

When it rains, it pours! 
farm program, what mcenuve will 
farmers have to comply w1th soil 
conservauon'? The 1ssue may be 
how stiff to make penalues or 
fines for conservallon violators to 
enuce most farmers to comply. 

We hope your conscience will 
be enough mcenuve. We beLieve 
conservauon compliance or not. 
CRP or not, wat.erways are a must 
in many fields in Iowa - and not 
JUSt the steep slopes. It just makes 
good sense to keep the soil 111 the 
fields where it belongs. We see 
two alternatives ·· neither 
attractive. 

(I) Gull•es that continue to get 
deeper and deeper - wlucb serve no 
use fu I purpose. 

(2) More pressure from the 
outs1ders on Congress to use a 
b•gger suck and no carrot to 
enforce conservation compliance. 

by Julia Gubbels 

This spring and early summer 
prov•ded our area with adequate and 
at times surplus ramfall. With the 
heavy and plentiful rains, ei'OSlon 
was accclerat.ed and evtdcnt 10 
numerous fie lds throughout 
Pouawattanue Coun1y. 

Ril ls! Terrace breaks! Terrace 
sloughs! Gullies! These are just a 
few of the tlungs that I noticed 
while on the road. This fall, many 
farmers will be spending time, 
labor and money to repatt the 
damage caused by Mother Nature. 

Some of you nught be askmg 
why the terraces broke or sloughed 
if they were built as designed. The 
reason for much of the terrace 
damage is not because they are 
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designed or butlt tmproperly, but 
because they were designed to 
handle a two-inch runoff. To 
main tam the storage capacity. 11 is 
suggested the terrace channels be 
cleane<! out on a regular basis. 

If ditches arc a yearly problem. 
consider estabhslung a waterway m 
these areas. Already esW>IIShed 
waterways may need to be reshaped 
to function properly. To avoid 
ditches along the walelways, crop 
rows should be planted 
perpendicularly NOT on the parallel 
(up and down). 

These arc just a few things to 
keep in mind. For funher 
tnformation regarding conservation 
practices or structures, contact the 
SWCD district office. 
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