Stewardship Week Observed

May 3 To 10

Secretary of Agriculture Ez-
ra Taft Benson made the fol-
lowing statement in behalf of
Soil Stewardship Week, May1

-10.

We depend on soil and wa-
ter for much of the food, cloth-
ing, and raw materials needed
to maintain a strong Nation,
It is fitting, therefore, that all
citizens and organizations join
in the observance of Soil Ste-
wardship Week, sponsored by
the National Association of
Soil Conservation Districts
and vamious national church
organizations, May 3 to 11 in-
clusive.

The eight-day period, open-
ed with Rural Life Sunday on
May 3, the time when farmers
and ranchers, churches, soil
conservation districts, schools,
urban people and many organ-
izations joined in emphasizing
that soil is a God-given re-
source. The observance stress-
es that man is merely the ste-
ward of the soil while he us-
es it and that he must pass it
on in as good or better condi-
tion than he found it.

Soil and water conservation
is an integral part of modern
agriculture, Farmers and
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ranchers in more than 2800

conservation districts
through-out the Nation each
year join with the clergy in
emphasizing the spiritual as
well as the material values of
soil and water. They them-
selves set an example by re
¢cognizing that “the earth is
the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof” and by heeding the
creator’s command “to dress
it and to keep it.”

But because we all depend

so much on thb land for our
high standard of living, non-
farmers too, . place in
such an ¢ I hope
they will joi ur rural
people in ir numbers |
in this recognition the obli-
gations and o unities for
soil stewardshi]

The Hardin jct is as-

disted with o‘bsérvamcfe ac- |
cording to Chairman Dean |
Kelsey of Iowa Falls by fur-
nishing materials to ministers
of the county as an aid in
bringing the stewardship mes-
sage to their congregations.

The theme of Soil Steward-
ship week stressed “The Earth
is the Lord’s and the Fullness
Thereof.”

MAY 3-10, 1@39 |

; \!l f



