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MAY BINGHAM

ALICE
Born
JUNE 23, 1921
Black Hawk County, Iowa

Died
AUGUST 22, 1993
Waverly, Iowa

Services Held At
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Shell Rock, Iowa
August 25, 1993 - 1:30 P.M.

Clergy Officiating
PASTOR MILO E. MORRIS
PASTOR NATHAN N. FRAZEE

Organist
MARY JEAN BROWN

Soloist
BERNICE KIMBALL

Rebekah Service
AUGUST 24, 1993 - 7:30 P.M.
Conducted B
ANCHOR REBEKAH LODGE #46
New Hartford, Iowa

Final Resting Place
FAIRBANK CEMETERY
Fairbank, Iowa
Casket Bearers
GARY W. LEE KENNETH RAY NELSON
K.C. MOFFITT CASEY RECHKEMMER
TOM MOFFITT BRUCE J. TOENJES

Immediately following the church service,
relatives and friends are invited to remain
at the church for fellowship with the family.

Alice May Bingham, 72, of Shell
Iowa, died early Sunday_mprnlq?, Augus
1993, at the Waverly Municipal Hospital
she had been a patient for the past ten

Alice Rechkemmer was born on Jun
1921, at her maternal grandparents ho
Black Hawk County, lowa, She daughter ol
W. and Elizabeth <(Finch) Rechkemmer.
attended school in ?alrbank, qraduatlng
the Fairbank High School in 1939. Or

5 she “was united in marria
Lawrence A, Biq?ham at her.grandfarents
They 1lived and farmed six miles sou
Shell Rock for 26 years and fol.
Lawrence's death in 1965, Alice moved b:
Fairbank. She worked for Royal Industr:
Waterloo until ggor health forced
retirement. In 1978, she moved to tr
Horizons Senior H0951ng in Shell Rock
she lived until moving fo the Shell Roc}
Center two and a half years ago.

Alice was a long time member_  of
Methodist Church and the Dorcas Circ
Shell Rock, a 52 year member of the Wes!
Stitch and Chatter Club, _ year memt
the Anchor Rebekah Lodge #46 in New Har
Past Wprtny Matron of the Order of E:
Star in Waverly and member of the
Shrine, a_member of the American |
Auxillary_in Shell Rock and a member c
Fairbank” Tourist Club.

Alice is_ survived by her childre
their families; Pat and Darrell You
Shell Rock, Jane and Don Oberembt of |
Nebraska, John Bingham of Shell Rock,
Bingham of Plainfiéld and Linda Bingh
Stodt. She is also survived by her
and sister-in-law, Roy '"Peach' and Si
Rechkemmer and her sister-in-law, A
Rechkemmer, all of Fairbank, and seven
children and four great grandchildren.
was preceded in death %y. her parents
husband, one son, Mike Bingham, and t
brothers, John Rechkemmer in 1963, ‘and
Rechkemmer in infancy.



- EASTERN STAR OFFICERS - The following members of the Order of
-Easter Star were recently installed. In front from the left; Darlys Hirsch, Al-
cie Bingham, Paul Harms, and Vern Oberheu. Second row; Karel Jones,

Ethel Morrill, Susan Darrah, Zona Darrah, Don Davis, and Joan Hiliman.
Third row; Doris Cuvelier, Dottie Heering, Evelyn Tudor, Connie Droste,
M.O. Brye, and Henry Brandt. Fourth row; Martin Heering, Katherine
Kollenkark, Lavon Woodring, Elaine Stevens, Jean Perkins, and Donna
Kay Oberheu. : 20



Louise Bingham, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H.
Bingham, Shell Rock, and Dar-
irell Robert Young, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Jesse Young, Shell
Rock, were married Saturday,
June 8, at 8 p.m. in the Finch-
ford Community church, with
Rev. Charles Seemans officiat-
ing at the double ring cere-
mony. Miss Glenda Masters,
New Hartford, was the organist.

The bride was attired in a
white satin and lace gown with
satin panels down the front and
long bridal point sleeves. Her

Mr. and Mrs.’ Darrell Robert Young

‘Married At Finchford Church

SHELL ROCK-—Miss Patricia

veil was white illusion with a
crown of cabbage roses. Her
bouquet was -white roses.

Attending as maid of honor
was Carol Dillenger, Shell
Rock, who wore a blue satin
sheath with overskirt and el-
bow Ilength white gloves and
white shoes. She carried a
white basket with blue and
white carnations.

Serving as best man was Ter-
ry Savage, Shell Rock, and as
ushers, John Bingham and
Richard Young, brothers of the

ibride and bridegroom.

The bride’s mother attended
the wedding wearing a royal
blue dress with white accesso-
ries and the bridegrcom’s moth-
er chose a powder blue dress
with beige iaccessories and both
had white carnation corsages.

The bride is a graduate of
Waverly-Shell Rock high school
and the bridegroom, also a
graduate of Waverly-Shell Rock
high scheol, is employed at
Stopplemoor’s Super Service.

A reception for 125 guests was
held in the church parlers im-

|mediately following the cere-

mony.
After a wedding trip to Pine

Lake the couple are now nak-

Bl WX

'2"}". r Y «

 friends may call after noon Tuesday; a

“memorial fund has been established for

 the Jowa Kidney Foundation.

- and two sisters, Mrs. Darrell Young of
_Shell Rock and Mrs. Lou Kepler of
‘Omaha, Neb.; IOOF service will be at-
o wmeedxzaday at Kaiser-Corson
 Funeral Home in Waverly, where

PAGE C2 WATERLOO-CEDAR FALLS COURIER THURSDAY, MAY 30, 1996
SHELL ROCK — John H. Bingham, 49, of Shell Rock, died Mon-

day, May 27, at University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics,
Towa City, from complications of a stroke; survivors
include his wife, Sue; two daughters, Dr. Elizabeth “Lib-
by” Bingham of Urbandale and Elaina “Laney” Toenjes
of Shell Rock; two grandchildren; two sisters, Pat Young
of Shell Rock and Jane Don Oberembt of Omaha, Neb.;
three stepchildren, Michele, Jenny and Mark Friedman;
and his first wife, Linda Bingham of Stout; he was pre-
ceded in death by his parents; and a brother, Michael;
services will be 10:30 a.m. Friday at United Methodist
Church, with burial in Riverside Cemetery, both in Shell
Rock; friends may call until 8 p.m. today at Kaiser-Cor-
son Funeral Home, Shell Rock, and an hour before ser-

John Bingham

vices Friday at the church, where there will be a 10:30 a.m. Odd Fellow service
immediately preceding the funeral; memorials may be directed to the Ameri-
can Heart Association, the Kidney Foundation, the American Red Cross or
Waverly-Shell Rock Area United Way; Mr. Bingham worked for the Carnation
Co., then for Koehring Co., and for the past 17 years had been employed by
Rada Manufacturing, all in Waverly; he also was a former EMT with the Shell

Rock Ambulance.






Smithsonian Institution photo by Harold Dorwin

___Black Inventors

A model of Banneker at his desk. Benjamin
Banneker lived from 1731-1806.

Benjamin Banneker taught
himself math and astronomy. He
was one of the first African-
Americans to use his skills in the
struggle to prove that blacks could
achieve as well as whites. For
several years, he wrote an
almanac, or yearly book, about
special events and the position of
the stars.

Elijah McCoy
invented a machine
that made it pos-
| sible to =
lubricate,
or oil, a
train
engine
while it
was in
motion. He was born in
Canada and later came

Elijah McCoy
(1843-1929)

to this country. He
became a mechanical

engineer. He patented Aﬁ%‘?}s"f
more than 50 inventions. invention.

What is a patent? A
patent is a special piece
of paper given by the U.S.
government. It gives an
inventor the right to his invention
for a period of time. No one can
copy the invention during this
time. Most blacks were not allowed
to patent their inventions until
after the Civil War.

Lewis H.
Latimer was an
inventor and
illustrator who
worked for
Alexander Graham
Bell and Thomas
Edison. He was
hired to make
patent drawings,
but also made several inventions
that improved the light bulb.

Lewis H. Latimer
(1848-1928)

Jan Matzeliger
worked in a shoe
factory in Lynn,
Mass. He invented
a way to smooth
and mold the top
of a shoe to fit the
shape of the human § 2
foot and attach it JanMatzeliger
to the sole. This (1852-1889)
process is called “lasting.” He died
at the age of 38, before he could
enjoy the profits of his invention.

photos courtesy Smithsonian Instituti

Anacostia Museum

George Washington Carver (right) with a
student. Carver worked at Tuskegee
Institute (now Tuskegee University) in
Alabama. Carver lived from 1861-1943.

George Washington Carver was
born a slave in Missouri, but rose
to become a world-famous scientist.
He devoted his life to research in
agriculture. He studied ways to
make the soil richer and to improve
crop production. He is especially
known for his work with peanuts.
Carver invented nearly 300
products made from this plant.

from The Mini Page by Betty Debnam © 1990 Universal Press Syndicate

Granville
Woods improved
the way trains
kept in touch
with stations as
they traveled
along the tracks.
He also made
designs for air

Granville Woods

(1856-1910) brakes and
electric-powered subway trains.
Madame
C. J. Walker

came up with
the idea that
would make
her a very
rich woman
while working
as a washer- il :
Madame C. J. Walker
oman She ML
formula for straightening and
grooming hair. She became our
country’s first self-made woman
millionaire.

Garrett Morgan
was a business-
man in Cleveland,
Ohio. He designed
and patented a
safety hood that
workers used to
protect them
from poisonous
Garrett Morgan  83aS. :

(1875-1963 He proved how
useful it could be when
there was a tunnel
explosion in 1916.
Wearing his
safety hood,
he went in
and saved
several lives. |

He also got |
a patent for
the
automatic
traffic signal

The safety
hood

in 1923. It was the best
one on the market at
that {ime.

The traffic
signal
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By BETTY DEBNAM

The Know-how of African-Americans

Early Black Inventors

The Mini Page celebrates Black
History Month with a story about
black inventors.

Black inventors had to work very
hard to get credit for their
inventions. Many never received
any credit at all.

Here are a few of the ways early
black inventors have added so much
to American “know-how.”

Slave inventors

When African slaves came to
America, they brought many skills
and know-how in:
® farming
® making items from iron
® designing and making cloth
® medicine
® fishing

from The Mini Page by Betty Debnam © 1990 Universal Press Syndica

photos courtesy Smithsonian Institution, Anacostia Museum

This plant was named for an African-
American slave named Quassi, who used it
to make a cure for fever.

Some African-Americans used
herbs and other plants to cure
illnesses and help heal injuries.
Sometimes slaves were freed when
the remedies they made worked.

The Mini Page thanks The Anacostia
Museum, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, D.C., for help with this issue.
Its exhibit, “The Real McCoy, African
American Invention and Innovation, 1619-
1930,” will continue through May 1990.

In medicine

Inoculations

In 1721, a smallpox epidemic
swept through Boston, killing half
of its people.

A slave named Onesimus
(O-nes-e-mus) suggested to his

owner, Cotton Mather, what could

be done to stop the spread of this
disease.

He suggested collecting smallpox
“juice” from an infected person
and putting it on the cut of a
healthy one. The “juice” would
work its way into the
bloodstream. The healthy person
might get a little sick, but he or
she would never get the disease.

Cotton Mather, a respected
citizen, was unable to convince
doctors to try this treatment
because it was suggested by a
slave. '

It was not until years later that
doctors began using the idea first
suggested by Onesimus.

In agriculture

_ Slaves working in the rice fields o
South Carolina created special
baskets to help them do their work.
When they tossed the rice into the
air, the wind blew the chaff, or
hulls, away. The heavier rice grains
fell back into the
basket.

In music
The modern-
day banjo can be
traced back to a

stringed
instrument made
in Africa.

Africans have
invented several
instruments,
including the
xylophone.

The banjo at the
right was probably
the work of African
craftsmen.




Bk

AMERICANS

ONE DAY MY SON CAME HOME WITH A
report card containing a D-minus in physics.
He offered this explanation: Black people don’t
do well in science.

When I calmed down, I reminded him that
black scientists and inventors have been serv-
ing this nation for generations. For example,
George Washington Carver saved the soil of the
land that had enslaved him by teaching farmers
to rotate their cotton crops with peanuts. Elijah
McCoy invented a lubricating cup to oil trains
in motion. And Garrett Morgan developed a gas
mask that saved thousands in World War I. My
son got the message. On the next report card he
had an A-plus.

I grew up, as he did, ignorant of the range of
contributions by black Americans. Oh, Icheered
Jesse Owens, Joe Louis and Jackie Robinson,
and I listened to Nat “King” Cole and Louis
Armstrong. There is nothing wrong with run-
ning fast and having rhythm—unless that is the
only perception of the black contribution.

When I read my schoolbooks or went to the
movies, I didn’t find the black soldiers, cow-
boys, explorers, entrepreneurs and scholars—
the black American heroes and heroines.

Black History Month is an annual reminder
of what has been missing from our movie and
TV screens and from the pages of our textbooks.
Celebrating Black History Month can help us
all wipe away ignorance and arrogance until the
time comes when all history is one.

How much do you know

lee mOSt ()f about the black Americans

who made history? Try this
quiz. How many can you

us, [ grewup  name?(Notall are pictured.)

1. She was bought for a tri-

< fle, but she became a nation-
lgﬂorant Of al treasure. Her owners soon

discovered that the little Afri-

the range ()f can girl was a prodigy who

would study Milton and copy
his style. George Washing-

contributions  tonreadherpoetry. Ona vis-

itto England, she was invit-

ed to the court of George III
made bY blaCk and given acopy of Milgton’s

Paradise Lost by London’s

Amencan men Lord Mayor? She was?

2. At Bunker Hill, John Pit-
cairn, the British command-

and womeil... er, shouted: “Surrender, you

rebels! The day is ours!” A
black soldier fired his musket. Pitcairn fell dead.
Impressed by his marksmanship, his comrades
raised a reward for their hero and presented him
to General Washington. He was?

3. An unlettered man of uncommon genius, he
manufactured one of the first clocks made in
America, charted the movement of the stars,

Culver Pictures

Bettmann An:lnve

Jan Matzeliger

__Frederic Lewis
APWide World

Culver Pictures
Culver Pictures

APIWide World

Historical Pictures Service, Inc.

Culver Pictures

Historical Pi lure_sSen’ice. Inc.

Matthew Henson
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vising the truce agreement between the Arabs and Jews
in Palestine after the assassination of the Swedish nego-
tiator Count Folke Bernadotte. He was?

18. His father died of neglect in a Georgia hospital as
doctors argued over his race. He was so light-skinned
himself, he could have vanished into white America.
Instead he championed the black cause. While inves-
tigating lynchings in Arkansas, he was told by a train
conductor, “Mister, you’re leaving town just as the
funis about to start. They’re after a yaller nigger down
here passing as white.” Who was this NAACP leader?
19. Washington, D.C., produced two great black com-
posers. James Bland left nearly 700 compositions, in-
cluding “Oh, Dem Golden Slippers” and “Carry Me Back
to Old Virginny.” The other composer opened the ears
of the world to jazz, using his orchestra like a paint-
er’s palette. He wrote hundreds of scores, concert com-
positions and “jazz Masses.” More ideas were borrowed
from him than any other jazz musician. He was?
20. Dr. Daniel Hale Williams—without wonder drugs,
blood transfusions or X-ray machines—performed
open-heart surgery in 1893. Dr. Charles Drew pioneered
processes for storing blood plasma, thus saving thou-

sands of lives in World War II. And one scientist grad-
uated at the head of his class at DePauw University,
earned his Ph.D. at the University of Vienna, discovered
an inexpensive way to relieve inflammatory arthritis
with cortisone and conducted research on the mass
production of sex hormones and drugs to treat glauco-
ma. He was?

21. He strode across public life like a colossus, chal-
lenging Presidents for 50 years, from Wilson to
Kennedy. Franklin D. Roosevelt and Harry Truman
responded to his demands to integrate war industries
and the armed forces. When he led the March on
Washington in 1963, JFK agreed to join his cause for
jobs and justice. Some say the working man, black or
white, had no greater friend than this humble organiz-
er of sleeping-car porters. He was?

Answers: 1. Phillis Wheatley. 2. Peter Salem. 3. Benjamin
Banneker. 4. James P. Beckwourth. 5. Sojourner Truth. 6. Ira
Aldridge. 7. Patrick & James Healy. 8. Bill Pickett. 9. Ida B.
Wells-Barnett. 10. Lewis Latimer. 11. Marshall “Major” Taylor.
12. Matthew Henson. 13. Madame C.J. Walker. 14. Bert Williams.
15. Alain Locke. 16. Dorie Miller. 17. Ralph Bunche. 18. Walter
White. 19. Duke Ellington. 20. Percy Julian. 21. A. Philip Randolph.
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* can recount them today.

‘get back. Well the man

“shot him.”

dreams

Troubles awaited blacks who came

to Waterloo in the early 1900s

“ By GWENNE CULPEPPER
~Courier Staff Writer

" Fred L. Roberts came to Waterloo on the
run.
His life was in danger, and the only way

_to preserve it was to flee his native

Okalona, Miss. The year was 1914, and
he’d done the unthinkable, the unspeakable.
- Fred L. Roberts killed a white man.

- His daughter, Marion Butler, remembers
well the stories about her father’s past, and

Roberts had been in a tavern one night,
when a white man said he’d been around
later that night to “see” one of Roberts’ sis-
ters.

“In those times, you know, white men
just took the black women they wanted,”
says Butler. “Dad told him he’d better not
come, or he wouldn’t

came anyway — I don’t
know if he took it seri-
ously or not — and Dad

Roberts immediately
left Okalona for Okla-
homa. Not long after, he
heard of work on the
railroad in Waterloo,
and came here.

" He was one of thou-
sands of blacks migrat-
ing to the area in the
early part of the century.
Many came from Bux-
ton and Albia when the
mines there closed. Oth-
ers, from rural Missis-

Cedar River. ;

Butler, born in 1925, can still remember
the sting of seeing signs on downtown
stores and businesses stating “Colored
Patronage Not Solicited.” ;

She remembers having to sit in the bal-
cony to see movies, and not eating out
because the restaurants that did serve blacks
required them to either enter through back
doors for service, or dine in the basement.

Cliff Smith, who came to Waterloo as a

~ 7-year-old in 1911, remembers seeing his

sister eating in such a restaurant.

“I walked in and I slapped her,” he says.
“I told her I didn’t mind doing that (eating
in the basement) in the South, but I'd be
damned if 1 did in Iowa. But there they all
were, having more fun than a bunch of mice
at a picnic.

3 “I slapped her.”

Butler can still
remember the day
singer Marion Anderson
came to Waterloo to
perform. Because she
was black, Anderson
could not stay in any of
the hotels. Instead, she
stayed with a local fam-
ily.

“My father resented
those kinds of things.
He really resented them,
so we never went to the
movies,” says Butler.
“And he told us he
never wanted to hear of
us going into the restau-
rants, because it made

sippi (near Durant) and : e _ i
S(]:l’;\e( Southeastern HISTORY MONTH himsomad.”
states, were strike For entertainment and

breakers for the Illinois
Central Railroad.

For a community that essentially had no
blacks, this influx caused some problems.

Although Southern blacks thought of
Northern states as a haven of sorts, where
all men were free to be men, they found out
differently. Waterloo, up through the mid-
1960s, was divided first by a formal color
line, and then by an informal one. Black
people were expected to stay in their places,
and away from movie houses, recreational
facilities, restaurants and some stores.

In the mid-1920s, the city government
even debated the possibility of denying
blacks the privilege of swimming in the

Courier Graphic/Susan Kennedy

social purposes, blacks
were limited to a single
playground, and their respective churches.
Newspaper articles from the period sug-
gest blacks made efforts to obtain equal
opportunities, but were rebuffed time and
time again by the leadership of the town.
“I resented it then, and I resent it now —
anything that looks like that,” says Batler.
Still, the black community flourished in
those early days. ;
Two churches (Antioch Baptist and

" Payne AME) were founded, as were several

social and community service organiza-
tions. Among them were the Waterloo Bux-
ton Club; a Masonic lodge; the Improved

Benevolent Order of Elks of the World,
Melrose Temple No. 277; and the Austin-
Tolliver American Legion Post.

There was a second influx of blacks into
the community during the latter 1940s, after
World War II. These people came, primari-
ly, as workers for the railroad.

Miilie Saffold remembers — with no
fondness whatsoever — that particular time.

" “There weren’t a lot of places for black

folks to go around here. We kept to our-
selves mostly.”

Saffold came to Waterloo in the late ‘40s

' with her husband and baby daughter. Saf-

fold’s husband had found work at John
Deere as a molder, making $8 a day.

B_y that time, there were a few black pro-
fessionals, and about 12 blacks had graduat-
ed from Iowa State Teachers College. For
the most part, though, things hadn’t
changed much.

“It was segregated then, just like in the
South.” Saffold recalls. “We mostly stayed
on our side of town. We didn’t mix with
E white folks.” b e -l T
| A declaration of restrictions dated:

" July 1, 1946, and filed in Waterloo
_* states, “No lot shall be sold to, rent=
" ed o, leased by, or occupied by any:

person other than of the Caucasian

 Face. e T N S
“. Such declarations had been made
illegal by the Supreme Court years
. before, but many real estate agents’
.“were able to get away with such’
. covenants anyway. ;i .: .. Lo
:*y«:There were still shops, restau-"
~ rants, and various sections of town
" where blacks did not tread, Saffold
- doesn’t recall a formal color line ot
;2 any expressed threats, but says;

~*You just didn’t go some places.
< You just didn’t. They didn’t want -
2. youin there, and you knew it.”" .. .,
% Once again,” though, blacks
.embraced their own, deciding if
; they couldn’t join groups already.
«-set up, they’d form new ones. The
period between 1940 and 1960 saw
the organization of the Waterloo
. Women’s Civic Club, the Ad Loy -
* Ho Club, and Knights of Pythias,
Furgerson Lodge No, 5. /:2:7 7.7
<+ The period also saw Marion But:
' “ler become the very first black sec-
" retary in Waterloo. At the time, the
- early 1950s, Butler was working at
“*McGregor’s Furniture Store. Half
“her day was spent as‘an elevator -
- operator, and the other half in the
v office, w-irs Bt wrinl s urn L
- It was, she remembers, a very bi
“They told me they didn’t know
how it would work out, that white
<.people weren’t used to seeing a
i plack person in the office, Well;
+colored person.” We said “colored’
" then, because black, that was a
“fighting word.” ~-rwdsad - B0TF
She looks back on the early day:
of Waterloo with some disdain,
. mixed with a little bit of pride. ;<&
(. “It’s like the cigarette ad, you
. know. You've come a long way,
- Baby,” she says. “But you’ve still
gotalongwaytogo.” - .1 - i -

&
i \
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Wisconsin ol |
: ; a8
Minnesota (¢ f
Waterloo
lowa
The primary reason for the initial influx of blacks to this communi-
ty was a simple one: jobs were available on the lllinois Central
Railroad here. These photographs, from the collection of Marion
Butler, were taken between 1919 and 1921, and show some of
the first black rail workers in Waterloo. : 3
S | & |Awabama|

Courier Map

The first influx of blacks to Waterloo took place.
between 1915 and 1920. Many of these people
worked on the railroad in Mississippi, near Durant.
When workers in lowa went on strike, the railroad
recruited and transported a number of Southern
workers to break the strike. This map details the
route taken from Mississippi to lowa. :

g

Members of Old Antioch Baptist Church around 1915.










Senior Interview
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By: Nora Davis \o\g
October 22, 1963, marked a
happy event for Carl and
Karen Blake. Eighteen years
ago they were blessed with a
baby boy they named Carl.
The classes Carl chose to

- R

METRO DEATHS

CEDAR FALLS — Rollie Thomas Blake, 67, of Los Angeles and
formerly of Cedar Falls, died Tuesday, April 10, at Palmdale Memorial Hospi-
tal, Palmdale, Calif., of a heart attack.

He was bom July 16, 1923, in Grant City, Mo. He married Kathleen Harris,
and they were later divorced. He married Verna Blake. She died in 1987. He
married Maggie Contraras in 1988.

Mr. Blake was a landscaper and auctioneer and was a U.S. Army veteran
serving in the Korean War.

Survivors include his wife; seven sons, Carl of Clarinda, Truman and
August, both of Anchorage, Alaska, Buzz of Waterloo, Rollie of Bedford, Terry
of Los Angeles and Rick of Flora, Ill.; five daughters, Kay Weedman of Dike,
Esther Desjardins of Virginia, Pamela Stringer and Debbie Blake, both of Los
Angeles, and Sherry Shepherd of Cedar Falls; 40 grandchildren; and a sister,
Anna Blake of Grant City.

Services will be 7 p.m. Sunday at Chapel of the Valley, East Palmdale. There
will also be graveside services at 10 a.m. Monday at Eternal Valley Memorial

Park, Newhall, Calif. Friends may call from 3 to 7 p.m. Sunday.
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Blake participates
in Odd Fellows

youth pilgrimage

Rod Blake, son of Mr. and Mrs
Buzz Blake of 1552 Longfellov&;
Ave., participat-
ed in June in the |
annual Odd Fel- |
lows United

ol

David Blake : Gl

‘NEW HARTFORD—Word has been *
received of the death of David Blake,
9, son of August and Joan Perkins
Blake of Anchorage, Alaska,  for-
merly of New Hartford. He died
Wednesday in Anchorage in car-ped-
estrian accident; services will be
Tuesday at the Bragaw Chapel in
Anchorage; the Witzleben Funeral
Home of Anchorage is in charge:
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CEDAR FALLS — Rollie Thomas Blake, 67, of Los Angeles and
formerly of Cedar Falls, died Tuesday, April 10, at Palmdale Memorial Hospi-
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David Blake i 53
'NEW HARTFORD—Word has been *
received of the death of David Blake,

By: Nora Davis \Cy

October 22, 1963, marked a
happy event for Carl
Karen Blake. Eighteen years
ago they were blessed with a
baby boy they named Carl.

The classes Carl chose to
finish out his years at New
Hartford High School are p.e.,
projects, short stories, speech,
and current affairs.

Carl has been busy with
these extra activities through- |
out his high school years: band
1, 2, 3; chorus 1; basketball 1,
2, 3, 4; football 3; and drama 1. |

In his freetime Carl ehjoys
spending time with Elise and |
shooting pool. Some of Carl’s
favorites are Movie: ‘‘Raiders
of the Lost Ark’’; Color: Blue;
Food: pizza; Song: ‘‘Come Sail
Away’’.

His pet peeve is people who
don’t come to class. His most

memorable moment is yet to
I

and |

youth pilgrimage
Rod Blake, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Buzz Blake of 1552 Longfellow

9, son of August and Joan Perkins
Blake of Anchorage, Alaska, for-
merly of New Hartford. He died
Wednesday in Anchorage in car-ped-

‘- come, but his most embarass-

Ave., participat-
ed in June in the
annual Odd Fel-
lows United
Nations  Pil-
grimage for
Youth in New
York City.

Blake, a stu-
dent at Northern
University High
School, was
selected by the
Happy Thought

Rebekah Lodge No. 256 of Cedar

Falls.

estrian accident; services will be
Tuesday at the Bragaw Chapel in
Anchorage; the Witzleben Funeral
Home of Anchorage is in charge;
survivors include paternal grand- °
parents, . Harold and Kathy '
Kothenbeutel of Gravity, formerly of
Maw Hartford.,, /% 00 i

Rod Blake

At the United Nations in New f

York, students will be brie
problems existing betwee;
nations, and represent;
nations will be interviewed
| The pilgrimage was hel
 weeks. ;

ing moment happened when

his car stalled on University
Avenue.

Carl’s advice to underclass-
men is to study hard and get
good grades in high school.
Carl plans to go to U.N.I. The
person who has influenced
Carl the most is his father.

Good luck in the future!!
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NEW HAMPTON — Rollie Dale Blake, 47, of New Market, formerly of
New Hartford, died Thursday, July 6, near Canon City, Colo., during a whitewater
rafting tour; survivors include two sons, Justin of Clarinda
and Brandon of Orsago, Italy; two grandchildren; his par-
ents, Harold and Kathleen Kothenbeutel of Bedford; five
brothers, Carl Blake of New Market, Truman Blake of
Wasilla, Alaska, Buzz Blake of Cedar Falls, Augie Blake of
Homer, Alaska, and Jim Kothenbeutel of Sault Ste. Marie,
Mich.; and five sisters, Kay Weedman and Vicky Emery,
both of Cedar Falls, Esther Desjardins of Las Vegas, Pam
Garbes of Mapleton, Minn., and Cindy Dralle of Oelwein;
he was preceded in death by his maternal grandparents,
Carl and Angie Harris; services will be 10 a.m. Tuesday at
Hillside Missionary Church, with burial in the Clarinda
Cemetery, both in Clarinda; friends may call from 7 to 9
p-m. Monday at Eickemeyer Funeral Chapel, Clarinda; Mr. Blake served in the
U.S. Air Force from 1971 to 1983, and was currently employed at NSK Corp.,
Clarinda. ‘

Rollie
Blake




Eclipse, Wed., July 12, 2000

ROLLIE D. BLAKE

Rollie Dale Blake, age 47,
of New Market, Iowa,
formerly of New Hartford,
Iowa, died Thursday, July 6,
2000 near Canon City,
Colorado, during a
whitewater rafting tour.

He was born September 25,
1952 in Waterloo, Iowa, the
-son of Harold and Kathleen
Kothenbeutel. He married
Cyndi Wilson of Cedar Falls
and was later divorced.

Mr. Blake graduated from
New Hartford High School in
1971. He served in thé U.S.
Air Force from 1971 to 1983.
He was employed at NSK
Corporation in Clarinda,
Iowa, from 1983 until his
death. His family and friends
know him as reliable,
communicates well with
others, knowledgeable,
excellent worker,
dependable, able to adjust
and handle a variety of
situations,  organized, a
leader and respected by his
fellow team workers.

He is survived by his two
sons, Justin Blake and his
wife Denise of Clarinda,
lowa, and Brandon Blake
and his wife Vivianna of
Orsago, Italy; grandchildren
Dakota and Haley Blake;
parents Harold and Kathleen
Kothenbeutel of Bedford, IA;
five brothers, Carl Blake of
New' Market, IA, Truman
Blake of Wasilla, Alaska,
Buzz Blake of Cedar Falls,
IA, Augie Blake of Homer,
Alaska, Jim Kothenbeutel of
Sault Ste Marie, MI; five
sisters, Kay Weedman of
Cedar falls, IA, Esther
Desjardins of Las Vegas,
NA, Pam Garbes of
Mapleton, MN, Vicky Emery
of Cedar Falls, IA and Cindy
Dralle of Oelwein, IA; and
his loving companion Candis
Fast of New Market, IA.

Mr. Blake was preceded in
death by his maternal
~ grandparents, Carl and

, Angie Harris. !
Funeral services were held
> Tuesday, July 11, 2000 at
1 10:00 am. at the Hillside
s Missionary Church,
; Clarinda, with burial at
Clarinda Cemetery.
Eickemeyer Funeral Chapel
was in charge of
arrangements.
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The final upgrade — these fish aren’t screen savers

DENVER (AP) Twelve years ago, Carl
Blake was sitting around with his buddies on
the campus of the University of Northern
lowa, contemplating the fate of his too-slow
Macintosh 128 computer.

On a dare, he transformed his technologi-
cal dinosaur into a MacAquarium — an
acrylic tank for fish, housed in a Macintosh
shell.

““We call it ‘The Final Upgrade,” says the

36-year-old, who has turned resurrecting
dust-gathering computers into a family busi-
ness.

His company “gives these shells another
10to0 15 years of shelf life,” Blake said,

“instead of taking up space in the landfill.”

MacAquarium Inc. began in 1993 with a
Web site — macaquarium.com. Initially,
Blake snagged about 200 hits a month and
filled one or two orders from his garage.

Today, the company can receive more than
83,000 online hits a week and has shipped
more than 500 computer shell fish tanks in
the past seven months.

Do-it-yourself kits and ready-made deluxe
models have made their way to Austria, Aus-
tralia, Canada, Norway, Iceland, Japan,
Mexico, Switzerland and Taiwan. One com-
pany has ordered 300 of the aquariums to
give as gifts to investors. And a London firm
wants to feature the MacAquariums in its
five boardrooms.

The aquariums begin as outdated comput-
ers at the Blake family’s Denver residence.
Blake buys computers from across the world
for $10. .

The transformation from Mac " into
MacAquarium happens in a 16-by-24-foot
customized workshop that sits behind the
Blake home. The operation is basic — a no-
frills production line consisting of Blake, his
wife, Tammy, and occasionally his brother.

The workshop’s walls are neatlv lined with

five to 20 MacAquariums leaving the work-
shop every week.

Most of the units that reach Blake’s work-
shop show signs of wear-and-tear, covered
in stickers, markings and insignias. Those
“imperfections” are what customers want,
Blake said. The scratches and dents lend a
history to the units, giving them individual
personalities.

“The allure of this is it’s an authentic shell
with all its knicks and dings,” Blake said.

Customers will sometimes request shells
with specific characteristics.

One person asked for a computer with a
“No Smoking” sign stuck to it. Some ask
that the original labels and identification
plates of the previous owner not be removed.

Other, more Mac-savvy techies have asked
that their MacAquariums be housed in shells
that carry the signatures of the original Mac-
intosh development team, including Apple’s
CEO Steve Jobs.

John Black, an Apple computer salesman
in Irvine, Calif., bought a deluxe version
MacAquarium within the past two months
for his 5-year-old daughter, Marisa.

“She loves it,” Black said, adding that he
likes the uniqueness and easy maintenance
of the tank.

“There”s nothing like it out there, he said,
and Marisa’s grandmother also plans to buy
herself a MacAquarium.

One person thought the ﬂoatmg goldfish
were part of a screen saver before realizing
the fish were real, Black said.

In addition to designing new tanks for six
other Macintosh models, Blake is transform-
ing 215 iMac units into aquariums.

Blake found a batch of iMacs — in translu-
cent tangerine, blueberry and cherry — that
were missing some key components. The
parts to repair the computers are not for sale,

on Dlalra thanaht tnienians thaaa lata aceeal



assembled do-it-yourself kits ready to be
© sent out. Blake’s custom-made, silicon-

sealed acrylic tanks sit alongside shells that

have been scrubbed clean by Tammy.
Gutting the shell is the hardest part, Blake
said, and can take anywhere from 15 min-
utes to an hour. !
Seasoned at the operation, Blake can gut
the innards of a Macintosh machine in less
. than seven minutes — from cracking open
the shell to sanding down all the rough edges.

Blake uses the Macintosh 128, 512, Mac
Plus, Mac SE, Mac SE30, Mac Classic and
Mac Classic II to make his aquariums.

After a full day’s work as a network sys-
tems administrator at Hobson Mould Works
Inc. in Shell Rock, Blake comes home to
saw, sand, clean and package the aquariums

0
()

from 5 p.m. to midnight or 1 a.m.
“We’ll usually put the kids to bed, then
come back out here,” Tammy said. By the

end of the night, Blake will have prepared

. somewhere between 30 to 40 shells.

Despite the long hours, creating the

et G S B ' ; ~ AP PHOTO
Carl Blake and his wife transform old Macintosh computers into MacAquariums in
a 1G-by-24-foot customized workshop that sits behind the Blake home in Denver.

MacAquariums is a pleasure, Blake said, and
gives him and Tammy something to do
together.

To keep pace with their booming business,
Tammy quit her full-time, retail sales job
two months ago. Orders are filled daily, with

- umswouldbemun.

You'll pay a pretty penny for the
iMacAquarium, fishing about $300.out of
your pocket for the deluxe version.”

Even though Black has one MacAquarium

* in his California home, he still plans to order

a limited edition iMac tank. ,

The company also offers a MacTerrarium,
complete with hinged lid and special air
vents. The MacTerrarium can house every-
thing from plants to tarantulas and is ideal
for college students who may not be able to
have fish in their rooms, Blake said.

He also has been working on the ultimate
hamster house, by vertically connecting sev-

- eral Macintoshes with tubing. The computer

shell is the perfect size for a hamster wheel,
Blake said.
MacHamster, perhaps?




