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INTRODucTmoN

The  Ida  County  Soil  Conservation  District  submits  the  following  report
of  activities  for  the  calendar  year  of  1951.    The  first  step  to  build  up
Soil  Conservation  practices  in  the  District  includes  interest  among  farmers
in  Soil  Conservation.     Several  methods  i¢jere  used  to  deirelop  this  interest,
which will  be  listed  later.

A  definite  pl€h  for  Soil  Conservaition  is  the  second  step  in  the  work
of  the  Conservation  Service,  which  is  followed  closely  throughout  the  year.

Accomplishments  of  the  Soil  Cdnseiv&tion  Se.rvice  in  the  District  are
enumerated  in  detail  as  to  participants,  acres  uhder  plans,  acres  contoured,
terraces  built,  grassed  waterways  constrticted,  etc.

The  problems  of  the  District  ire  also  listed,  for,by  recognizing  our
problems  we  may  overcome  them  by  a  more  efficient  appro9.ch  and  careful
pla-in8 .

Credit  is  also  given  to  cooperating  and  assisting  agencies,  firms  and
individuals.who  Contributed  much  to  the ,work  accomplished  by  the  Soil  Con-
servation  Service  G.nd  the  Ida  County  Soil  Conser.vation  District.

The  following  direct  assistance  was  given  the  District  in  1951:

From  the  U.S.  Departmer.'.t  of  Agriculture,  Soil  Conservation  Services

Soil  Conservationist  GS-7  -  12  mort.ths  service
soil  Conservationist  GS-5  -  11  months  service
Conservation  Aid           GS-4  -  12  .months  service
Transportation,  office  space  and  supplies  for  the  a`oove.
(U.  S.  Post  Office  Department  furnished  office  space.)

The  Ida  County  Farm  Bureau,  Extension  Service,  and  the  Iowa  State
Extension  Service  cooperating  with  the  U.S.  Department  of Agriculture:

Assistance  of  the  County  Extension  Director  in  arranging  meetings,
laying  contour  guide  lines  on  farms  of  prospective  cooperators,
and  acting  as  secretary  for  the  District  Commissioners.

From  the  Ida  County  Production  and  Marketing  Administration:

Assistance  in  laying  out  contou`r  guide  lines
Much  favorable  newspaper  publicity.

From  the  State  Soil  Conservation  Committee:

S1794.26  for  Clerical  and  Technical  assistance
205.27  for.  miscellaneous  e=pense

Assistance  in  coordinating  our  activities  with  those  of  other  Districts.



DEVELOPING   INTEREST   IN   SOIL  CONSERVATION

Special  effort  has  been  made,  during  the  past  year,  to  connect  Soil
Conservation  with  all  good  farming. practices.    This  has   Led  to  a  wider  ac-
ceptance  of  those  things  this  Distiict  is  fostering.    i,.`There  possible,  the
Ida  County  Extension  Director  haLs  eonduabed  demonstration.is  on  farms  that
were  practicing  good  Soil  Conservation.    First  Knowledge  of  Soil  Conservation
by  many  people  has  been  gained  in  this  manrier,

A  gradual  change  to  the  group  action  approach  frofi  the  iridividual  ap-
proach  has  taken  place  this  year  in  this  District.    The  complete  change-
over  will  be  accomplished  by   1953.     District  manpower  v`.rill  `i`,.e  conserved  and
better  application  ®.f  Soil  Conservation  practices  will  be  the  result  of  this
change-over.

Since  the  District was  establi.shed  in  19$6,  an  annual  Birthday  Party
has  been  held.     Ir`.1951,   this  was  expanded  to  include  a  4  day  Land  Use  Train-
ing  School.     One  of  these  sessions  was  used  also  as  a  District  Annual  h'ieet-
ing.    The   school  v.Jas  highly  succe:sful  and  will  be  continued  and  expanded
in  1952.    The  outstanding  parts  of  the  school  were  Ed  Dyas'  talk  on  The  Use
of  Forages  and  George  Harmons'   session  on  Balanced  Farming.

Two  tours  were  conducted  by  the  District  during  the   summer.     Bc;th  of
these  were  over  the  two  watersheds  where  flood  cont;rol  structures  had  been
installed  and  good  Soil  Conservation  practices  were  in  use.    These 'tours
were  a  part  of  Iowa  State  Teachers  College   summer'  Conservation  Camp.

Advantage  has  been  taken  of  various  projects  of  other  organizations  to
advance  the  cause  of  Soil  Conservation,  in  aLddition  to  the  activities  of  the
Soil  Conservation  District  that  have  been  initi8.ted  and  conducted  by  the
District.

The  Veterans  Training  Program  is  the  first  of  these.    The  instructors
of  these  grol``ps  are  all  interested  in  Soil  Conservation  and  helped  to  create
interest  among  these  young  farmers  and  contributed  much  to  the  activities
of  and  interest  in  soil  conservation  in  the  District.    During  the  year,
veterans  in  the  training  program  have  been  given  priority  in  order.  that  they
could  have  v,iell  established  conservation  programs  on  their  farms.

The  Sioux  City  Program  of  Permanent  Agri;ulture  is  a  second,   sponsered
by  the  Sioux  City  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Sioux  City  Journal-Tribune  Pub-

lishing  Corxpany,  who  present  awards  for  variou`s  phases  of  a  soil  improvement
program.    Awards  were  given  to  David  T3rueck,   Battle  Creek;  Elvin  Leonard,
Holstein  an.d  Marvin  Volkert,  i,I-lrashta  for  the  best  Soil  Conservation  and  Soil
Use  programs  in  operation  in  the  District.     Leonard  also  won  the  '`Short
Course  Award"  of  Missouri  River  Division  of  the  Mississippi  VaEley  Associa-
tion  for  outstanding  an-round  conservation  in  Northwest  Iowa.

The  Ida  County  Agricultural  Improvement  Council  has  been  replaced  by
the  Ida  County  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committee,   set  up  under  Secretary
of  Agriculture's  Memorandum #1278.     The  District  is  represented  on  this  com-
mittee  by  the  Wo.rk  .Unit  Conservationist.    This  cormittee  is  primarily  con-
cerned  with  routine  matters.    Under  the  same  memorandum  the  Ida  County  Ag-
ricultural Resources  Cormittee  is  instituted  this  year.    The  District  is
represented  here  by  all  three  of  its  ©ornmissioners.    The  committee  €oncerns
itself .Thiith  local  land  a.onservation  policy.



One  of  the  principal  assist€'tnts  in  the  District  program  has  been  the
Ida  County  PMA.     The  rate  of  general  acceptance  of  practices  have  been
greatly  increased  bc\.r  pa:,rments  for.  conservation  practices  applied.    Many
contour  lines  have  been  l9.id  out  by  the   local  PRA  cop,imittee.     Individuals
interested  in  the  District  program  have  been  referred  to  the  District.

One  of  the  best  means  of  reaching.  the  public,  pertaining  to  Soil  Con-
servation,  are  the  newspaper  stories.    A  noteworthy  contribution  has  been
made  in  this  field  by  the  newspapers  in  this  District.

The  Little  Sioux  Flood  Control  activity  in  the  District  has  made  it
possible  for  us  to  reach  edditional  farmers.    The  €`ully  problem  is  still
first  in  many  of  their  minds.    Priority  of  defense  spending  has  slowed  this
activity  to  the  extent  that  farm  operators  are  now waiting  on  the  program.

EDUCATI ch.IAL  AC,TIV|T IES

The  Ida  County  Farm  Bureau  and  County  Extension  Service  gave  their
fullest  cooperation  and  participation  in  the  County  Agricultu:ral  Developmerfe
Council  Program which  dealt  with  problems  concerning   soil  conservation.

They  also  gave  their  fullest  cooperation`to  any  progr©.in  sponsored  by  the
District.     Soil  Conservation  as  written  in  th.e  e.ducation  program  of  work
for  the  period  of  October   I,   1950  to  September   30,   1951  received..major  em-
phasis  among  the  problems  facing  rural  people  in  the  Co`unty  Extension  E.d-
ucational  Program.

As  secretary  of  the  Ida  County  Soil  Conservat,ion  District,  the  C6unty
Extension  Director  attended  the  regular  monthly  meeting.s  of  the  District
Commissioners,   aLssisted  ir).  carr}ring  out  the  program  as  planned  and  assisted
with  events  sponsored  ty  the  District.

With  the  assistance  of  the  county  extension  educationa.1  program  develop-
ment  a.ommittee,  the  extension  land  use  committee,   the  District  CormissiQners
and  members  of  the  agricultural  agencies  ±h  the  county  the  first  annual  Land
Use  Leaders  Training  School  w8.s  held.

Subjects  discussed  at  the  I.our-day   school  held  on  the  I.our  Thursdays
in  F`ebruary  included  good   land  use,   soils  and  soil  managerient,  crop  rotations,
contouring,  terracing,   strip  cropping,  gully  control  and  grassed  waterways,
soil  testing  and  fertilizers,  balanced  f8rmiri.g,  production  and  utilization
of  foraf:es   and  grass  and   legume   silage,   seed  testing,.use  of   recommended
varieties  of  crops,  principles  of'  farm  management,   legume  and  grass  seed
production,  ma'king  the  farm  business  prof`itable,  planning 'the  pioduction
program  of  the  fe.rm  according  to  the  I.arm  resour.ces,  v.That's  ahead   fcJr  farmers
in  public  affairs  and  the  resporlsibilities  and  program  of.  agricultural  ag-
encies,

Twelve  farriers  from  each  township  were  selected  on  the  basis  of  com-
mnnity  leadership,  ir`rillingness  to  cooperate  and  activity  in  farminf:  to
attend  the  school.   .An  invitation  announcinr   the  school,  relating;  the  topics
to  be  discussed  and  purpose  of  event  w9.a  sent  to  these  farmers  with  an  eri-
closed  enrollment  blank  for  t,hem  to  return  if  t.hey  desired  to  attend.    As
a  result  90  farmers  sent  t,hem  back  indicatiri.g  they  wished  to  a.ttend.

`a



Farmers  reached  by  one   sessiort.  -   ilo;   two  days   sessions  -  85;   three
sessions  -67   a.nd  all  four   sessions  -45  v7ere  the  attendaz]ce  resiilts.     The
85  farmers  who  attended  at  least  two  sessions  have  received  the   subject
matter   information  and  re£'erence fat  and  have  received.  credit.  for  completing
the  course.

The  objective  of  the  training  school  is  to  provide  12  rural  leaders
in  each  tmwnship  each  year  with  the  Co-mplete  and   latest  information  on  g`ood
land  use,   soil  mama,w`.ement  and   crop  production  and  utili.zation.     Tt}o  many
fail  to  realize  the  im_portance  of  conservin"   our  natura,i  resources.    The
land .use  leaders  training  school  is  bein,~  held  to  get  information  to  rural
people  in  the  most  ef.feci;ive  and  quickest  way;   to  fret  people  to  adopt  gen-
erally  the  recommendations  to  com`bat  I.he  problem.

Statem.eri.ts  made  by  farmers  attendir.,r  the  school  were:     excellent  as  a
refres`r^er  course;   should  be  continued   a.s   9   pa..rt  of.  the   educa.tional  prog.ram,
best  event  ever  held   in  t'ne  educa.tional  pr.ogr.am.

The  Extension  Director  gave   assistar}.ce   to  the  District  Commi`ssiori.ers  .
in  planri.ing  for  the  Soil  Conser.vation  District  Annual  short  cou.rse  by  pub-
1icizihg  the  event  in  the  c.ounty  newspapers  a.nd  over   the  radio.     I=ie   served
as  master   of  Ceremonies   for   the  days   progr€.ri`.     The   event  was  held   in  con-
nectictn  with  the   second   session. of  the   land  use   lee.ders  training`.  school.

The  County  Exteri_sion  Director  was  an.  active  member  of  the  County  Ag-
ricultural  I.'?obilization  Committee  and  the  County  Agricultural  P.esources
Council.

I

Twelve  Contour   layout  and   soil  sampling  training   schools  iriJer.e  held  ih
April  wit`n  70   I.arn}ers   attending}

Coneernin`p`   soil  conservation  week,   the  extension  director   sent  a  letter-
concerning   the   OTL;.servance  with  a  copy   6f  Governor  i.J-`.;.in.   Beardsleys   proclama-
tion  .requesting  that  i.t  be-posted.    A  letter  was  also  sent  to  all  of  the
ministers   in  the  county  with  the  Gover.nors  proclamation  and  information  on
soil  conservation  and  requestin®.  their  cooperation.

During   1951,   127   soil   samples   from  48  farms  .i.\7ere   sent  to   the   soil
+,estin€`.   Ial`oratory   at   Ioinra  State   College.     Approxima`cely   65   samples  ih.rere
tested  for  lime  in  the  count.y  extension  office.



Because  of  wet  weather  and  retardation  of  farm  operations,  it  was  im-
possible  to  hold  a  fall  field  day  or  a  th7ilight  tour  as  had  been  planned.

pl.Am ING  FOR   solL  cO}iTSREVATION

Ad  of  December  31,   1951  this  District  had  220  active  farm  conserva-
tion  plans.     This  does  not  include  .plans  cancelled  because  of  change  of
ownership.

The  content  of  a  plan  is  as  follow.is:

i.    A  farm  soil  inventory  map  (sometimes  ca.lied   soil  conservation
survey),   showing  extent  and  seriousness  of  erosion.

2.    A  land  use  map  showing  how  the.  farm  land  will  be  used  and  the
location  of  special  soil.  sEtving,  practices.

3.     A  Cropping  plan  showin`q:  how  to  plant  the  crops  to  change  from
square  fields  to  contour  fi.elds.

4.    A  plan  of  6onservation  operations  which  includes  detailed  instruc-
tions  for  the  8`pplication  of  practices  agreed  upon.

5.  .  Recommendations  of.  practices  not  agreed  upon,   1`ut  deemed  deisrable
by  the  farm  planner.

Besides  the  two  sub-watersheds  in  the  Little  Sioux  Flood  Control
Project  completed  in  1950,   the  District  has  Casements  far  construction  on
a  third.    There  are  four  other  sub-watersheds  being  developed  for  Flood
Con.trol  assistance  at  this  time.    The  inter-n9`tional  situation  at  present
would  indicate  that  flood  control  activities  v,iill  be  curtailed  for  at  least
the  next  yea.r.

ApfJirliJG   SOIL  cOI\TSREVATIchT   pRACTlcEs

In  1951  the  District  was  instrumental  in  establishing  major  soil  saving
prac,tices  in  the  folloviTing  amounts:

Contour  Farming

Terracing

Contour  Field   Boundaries

Adequate  cropping   systems  planned

7204  acres

6  miles

10,685   rods

5859  acres



The  Ida  Cour.ty  PT`-L4.  reports  the   following  establishment  of  conservation
practices  in  this  Distric,t.    This  is  based  upon  total  practices  reported
and  not   just  those   upon  Thrhich  payments  were  in.ade:

::.         PRACTICE

Standard  terraces

Contour  plow  and  plant

Contour  plant  only

Contour   plant  roll,.J  crop

Seedin`r,  v`Taterways

Lime   spre9.d

Fertilizer  spread

Green  I.'Tanure   crops

Grassed  headlands  establish.ed

Above  normal  seeding

UNIT                          1951

A.?i le                                      5

Acre                     11705

Acre                     10   641

£qBe.\   '                  Z2   346

Sq.   Yd.           674166

Ton                           1580

Ton                                   9S`3

Acre                     45   291

Lin.  Rod          lf  051

A.Ore                          I   581

PRo3LEi.;ruts

1950

10

8877

8511

17   388

919   375

3.  548

995

33   567

24   719

17   077

i.     The   practice   of.  8.d.,ju.sting  crop  production  b:;I  ch8.r`.girl.g   acreage   has
not  been  very  successfu.1  and  may  be  bett\'.r   ace,or`plished  by  more  use   of
fertilizer  and  greater  care  in  general  operations.     Of  course  &n  iricrease  of
grass  to  reduce  grain  crops   is   alway.s  advisable  wherc.  less  graj.n  is  needed.

2..     The   shortage   of   manpower   for   educa+,ional   j`.-,urposes.

5.     The  cl.iff.icl`.Ity  of  maintainin`.g:   long-time   land   use   and   soil  conserva-
tj.on  plans  where  thereis  a  rapid  turnover   of  oTJ\7ners  and   operators.

4.     A,.'[any  fa.rmers   overlook  the  need  of  a  good  rotation,   the   seeding  of
legumes,   the  replenishing  of  humus  in  the  soil  to  assist  contouring   and
terracing  Practices   in  folloi.,t7ing   a  good`   soil  management  program.     However,
this  pro`blem,  v7hile   still  evid.ent  is  gradually  becoming  less  of  an  obstacle
in  the  establishing  of  a  sound  soil  program  on  the  cooperating  farms  of  the
District.

5.     The   lack  of  fijnds  availat.1e   in  the  Ida  County   Board  of  Supervisors
for  roads.     This  problem  becomes  critical  v,,there  the  Little  Sioux  Flood  Con-
trol  Program  calls  for  a  large  number  of.  structures  on  public  roads.

6.    The  indiscriminate  straightening  of  watercourses  is  producing  many
problems.    Gullie.s  especiaLlly  on  major   streams  and  their  irmLediate   latterals.

'

7.     Costs  per  acre  benefitted  in  Lfettle  Sioux  Flood  Control  are  very
high.     The   success   of  the  program will  depend   on  finding  ways   of.  ace?.mplish-
ing  the  ol.Jjects  with  less  cost.



ACKNO[..'itunDGEn!ENT

Space  will  not  permit  the  naming  of  all  individuals  and  groups  t®
which  this  District  is  indebted  for  assistance  and  cooperation.    Many  farm
operators  have  carried  on  Soil  Conservation  practices  without  our  knowledge.
However,   it  is  desirous  to  name  the  follow.+J.ing  organizations  and  persons,   and
to  express  appreciat,ion  for  all  assistance  rendered.

Sioux  City  Chamber   of  Commerce
Ida  County  Farm  Bureau

United  States  Soil  Conservation  Service
Iowa  State  Soil  Conservation  Committee

Ida  County  Production  and  ararketing  Administration
Iowa  Agricultural  Experiment  Station
Iowa  Agricultural  Extension  Service

Ida  County  Superintendent  of  Schools
Production  aind  Mcirket.ing  Administration

Sioux  City  Journal  Tribune
Battle  Creek  Times
Galva  Tribune
Holstein  Advance
Pioneer-Record   (Ida  Grove)

Arthur  Trust  8.nd  Savings  .Bank
First  Trust  and  Saving,s   Bank   (Galva)
Ho.lstein  State   Bank
Ida  County  State   Bank  (Ida  Grove)

First  State  Bank   (13attle  Creek)



1951   OPERATING   COSTS

IDA   couprTy   SOIL  coi\TSERVATIchT   DlsTRlcT

Expenses  Paid  by  Soil  Conservation  S..ervioe

Personnel
F.egularly  Assigned   (3  persons)
Specialist,  Agronon?.ist  &.  E`ngineer
Other,   Soil  Scieri.tist  &  Administration

Slo   532
1850
5500

Other  Cbsts
Automobile  Expens`e   (12,942  mi.   @  .07)'Telephone   (estimated)

Equipment  &  Supplies   (Estiriated)
TOTAL  COST      SOIL  CO}`?SERVATIch?    SERVICE

Expenses  Paid  by  Iowa  State  Soil  ConservatiorT.  Committee
Personnel   (Clerical  &.  Technical)
Commissioners  Expenses  &   Off'ice  Expense

TOTAL  COST      STATE   CO}j"ITIEE

Gratuities  given  District  Without  Payment
Commissioners   Time   (45  day  @ $9.00)
Rent,  Heat,   Light   (U.S.   Post  Office)

12   mo.   ©  .d$75
Ginro   TOTAL  OPERAT IItmG

1794
203

$17   013

1997

1287

$20   297
I.,..  `



moGRESs   agiv`..IT`£ARy
IDA  cOuNTy  SOIL  consmvATIOw  DlsTRlcT

ESTABLISusD  -  FEE.   19,   1945
Work  Unit  Office  Opened  -.Mar.   13,  `1946

In   1951                   TO  Date
Sub-Vv'atershed  Groups  Organized

Soil  Conservation  Surveys   (at>re§)

Farm  Conservation  Plans  Completed   (Ito)
(Acres)

Acres  Contouring  Laid  Out

Miles  Terraces  Built

Acres  Definite  Crop  Rotation  Planned

Educational  Meetings  Held   (NO
(Attend

News  Articles

•Demonstrations   (Flo).
(Attend)

Radio  Talks

Birthday  Party   (NO)
(Attend)

115

9.181                       71,329

58                              220
6046                      37 , 895

48

5859                       27,125

loo
3167

149

58
337

5

6
1150

Le~7iLd+Fa"J
Boss   RAu]`IAmT,   crIAIR]`,,`AN   .
Ida  County  Soil  Conservi`i:i-Qn
District


