123 Years Of Service
To Ida County

Ida County

IDA GROVE, IOWA 51445
THURSDAY, MARCH 23, 1995
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v Ilda County Soil and Water Conservation District Commissioners. anniversary banquet, beginning at 6:30 p.m, in the Skate Palace at L A
b who are leading the way in bringing good conservation practices. Ida Grove, 1o recognize the district's 50 years. Dale Cochran, o
» to the county are, from left, Rodney Jensen of Ida Grove, « lowa Secretary of Agriculture, will be the guest speaker at the <
» man Robert Croxell of Holstein, Alan Van Houten of event. The banguet will feature a steak and pork dinner grilled by Q
» Creek, Lloyd Rickers of Kiron and Everett Stll of Cushing. They Ida County Cattlemen’s Association and the Ida County Pork ,j
e share a moment in front of Moorehead-Pioneer Park Lake. This FProducers. The soil and water conservation district became a re- P9
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‘Timeline Toward Progress

1933: The U.S. Soil
Erosion Service was estab-
lished.

1934-42: Thiny-eight’

CCOC camps were were as-
signed to the Soil Conserva-
ton Service (SCS) in lowa
o assist in erosion control
and drainage problems.

1935: The U,S. govem-
ment replaced the Soil Ero-
sion Service with the Soil
Conservation Service.

1937: President Franklin
D. Roosevelt wrote to state
govemors encouraging state
passage of standard soil dis-
trict laws. Secretary of Agni-
culture Heary Wallace fol-
lows with standardized rec-
ommendaiton to be passed
by state legislatures

The first district formed in
the US. was the Brown
Creek district in North Car.
olina

1940: The first county
wide district 1o be formed in
Towa was the Montgomery
County Soil Conservation
District

1941 Extension
personnel prompted  soil
conservation by using four

farms o demonstrate con-
touning, crop rotating and
liming

1944 Extension
personne! sponsored a terrace
stration on the Gus

deme
3 acher farm, Corwin

9

Educational mectings

were held thr wut the
ounty to promote the for
mation of a conservaiton
district

1945: On Jan. 13, a

von was held and
fistrict formation was ap
4. Heary Dall of Battle
Edward Penion of Ida

and J.B. Scout of
lecied as the

winty ele

ta County

The first throe. ¢0-

operalor agreements approved
were Ray Bresnahan, HH
Boughton and James
Stephan,

Work was completed on
the development of the Ida
County watersheds, which
utilized the Liule Sioux
Flood Plain Programs. Pe-
rion was the first watershed
10 be given priority. There
were nine landowners in-
vovled.

1947: Kirkholm watcr-
shed approved.

Robert Smith of Maple
Township, and Carl Huth
and Marvin Volkert, both of
Douglas Township, received
area awards co-sponsored by
the Sioux City Chamber of
Commerce and the Sioux
City Journal-Tribune.

On Aug. 1, the SCS
moved into the basement of
the post office.

1948: Kirkholm water-
shed work was approved and
started

1950: A terracing
demonstration was held on
the Albent Bird farm, Corwin
4. One mile of lermaces were
built with 120 persons at-
tending

1952: The district pro-
moted conservation with a
fair booth

1955: Ten years after
organizing, 364 landowners
had signed cooperator agree-
ments

A temmace building contest
was in Cherokee County. It
was co-sponsored by the dis-
trict and local implement
dealers. Three hundred and
fiflty persons were in auten-
e

1957: The commission-
crs sponsored conservation
bus tours lor area clergy and
Farm Bureau ladies

T ommissioners
ponsored Mrs. Bodholdis

nd Myrtle Brandt 10 a
teachers conservation camp
{ Spring Brooke State Park

1958: 1da County was
featured in the Soil and Wa-
e Magaanc.

Ida County Soil & Water
Conservation District

For 50 Golden
Years
Of Conservation

Godbersen-Smith

Construction Co., Inc.

Hwy. 59 & 175 Ida Grove 712-354-3388

1959: The Ida County
district was named an arca
winner in the Sioux City
awards program.

1960: Pleasant Valley
watershed prionty approved.

A parallel terrace demon
stration was on the Bemard
Collins farm, Garfield 27

1966: Quad Valley
watershed was approved for
construction prionty

An carthen dam was built
at Moorchead Park with SCS
technical assistance.

1968: On April 30, the
commissionners co-spon
sored a minimum tllage
demonstration on the George
Hoffman farm. There also
was a harvest demonstration
on the Hoffman farm later
that year, Logan 12

In July, a farmer-busi
nessman tour was sponsored
Four busloads toured conser-
vation practices in Ida
County,

1970: The district cele-
brated its 25th anniversary

1971;: The State Soil
Conservation Commitice
toured conservation pracuices
in Ida County.

The number of commis
sioncrs increased from three
1o five. They also were
elected during the November
general elecuon,

The state legislature
passed the lowa Conservancy
Law

1972: The SCS office
moved from the post office
to the basement of the Main
Street building, and is co-lo-

cated with the Farmer's
Home Administration
(FmHA)

The comissioners estab
lished the Ida County soil
loss limits to comply with
the lowa Conservancy Law

Ida County clergy were
given air tours of the county

1979: The district con.
tributes $9,500 1o the Con.
servation Board for the
planting of trees in (he
Crawford Creek Recreational
Arca.

1980: The lowa 2000

conservationist for lowa.

The “First Acre” cere-
mony kicked-off the begin-
ning of the soil survey map.
ping.

; 1985: The commission-
ers, along  with the

program was first discussed, ~ conservation board, pur-

: The Ida County
Board of Supervisors ap-
proved an allocation of
$5.000 for the building of
woraes.

The Crawford Creek
Recreational Arca was ded;.
cated. >

The lowa-ull
was approved by lhemm‘dhig
for the Galva-Schaller wager.
shed.

The SCS office co-locates
at the current location with
the FmHA and the Agricyl.
twral Stabilization and Con.
servation Service (AS(‘S),

1982: On May 4, the

district  co-sponsored A

conservation tillage demon-
stration on  the Oeo,u
Hoffman farm, Logan 32,

A high residue cultivator
demonstration was on June
8

The district purchased
books on conservation for
arca libranes.

1983: The district, along
with the asscssor's
convinced the county (o be-
gin with the comprehensive

soil survey process.

The commissioners
hosted a Soil Stewardship
breakfast for areac g

On Sept. 8, the
sponsored a no-till wour of
three local farms

The district promoted the
lowa 200 program, which
would include all farmg fn
1da County i

1984: The commission:
ers hosted a luncheon and
tour of farms and waicrsheds

for J. Michacl Nethery, state

chased a tree planter available
1o all land owners.

The district sponsored air
tours for arca clergy 1o pro-
mote soll stewardship,

The 1985 Food Security
Act was passed by the US
Congress, which began
many changes in "voluntary
conservation,”

1986: The first Crop
Reserve Program (CRP)
contracts were approved by
the SCS

1987: The Ida County
Soil Conservation District
hecame the Ida County Soil
and Water Conservation
District

1988: The district spon-
sored the “Final Acre® cere-
mony, which marked the
completion of the soil sur-
vey mapping

i

Grant-Hayes:

19913 A no-till sceder,
available to area y
was jointly purchased by the
district and Pheasants For-
over.

1992: Robent Croxell
received the Region | Out-
standing Commissioner
Award.

The district co-sponsored
a no-ull soybean planting
demonstration on the Alan
Bennet farm.

1993: Evereu Still re-
ceived the Region | Out-
standing Commissioner
Award.

1994: A no-till bean
planting demonstration on
the Glenn Goodenow farm
was co-sponsared by the dis-
trict

The SCS became the
Natural Resources
Conservation  Service
(NRCS) as a part of USDA
reofganization,

1995: The Ida County
district celebrates its S0th
anniversary with a banquet.
Dale Cochran is a featured

A Special Project

Grant-Hayes Special Pro-

Ject refers (o an arca which
was up in 1967 by the
Jda € ty Soil Conserva-
tiogOistnct, the Ida County
Agricultore  Stabilization
Conscrvation  Service
R(ASCS n nierested
B
Bhndon

T a is u 3,605-acre
Lributary dr ng into the
Soldier Ri Grant and
Hayes | h

The volved were
Richard [rvin Bumann

lint R sck, Roger Cor-

Dredging Duties

summer of
dredging the

In the
was busy
was
side
now

of Hwy, 59 &

located

175

1960
to be used at the old fairgrounds, former

Godbersen-Smith
operators of the dredging rig

Godbersen-Smith Constr
Odebolt Creek ne

GOMACO «
personnel

where

Grove

ucti@®o. of Ida

Id B!l field. The fill

m the south

{uarter
dustries are

Identify the

Fo.r All .Your

Digging

Needs,
We’ll Be There.

Congratulations,

lda!

RO
G

206 W. Rallroad St
Holstein

Office: (712) 368-2612
FAX: (712) 3684814

Lukins
Construction
L' , Fred Lukins
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A\ Jwe I)’AINL'
n Tradition Of
Thelr Resources

om|

ric, Ray Hargens, Chris-
tensen Brothers, Eugene
Gosch, Erwin Schug, Her
shel Sheer, Floyd Konrady,
Russell Wood, Roy Stewart
Gunnar Johnson and Ray
Bumann Sr,

During 1967 and 1968,
the farmers completed over
cight miles of terraces, five
concrete grade stabilization
structures and extensive wa
terway work. The waterways
involved over 120,000 cubic
yards of eanthwork, 12,708
feet of five-inch ule, 22,194
feet of six-inch tile, 11,675
feet of eight-inch tile and
3,550 feet of 10-inch tile

The project was financed
by the farmers involved and
with cost-share assistance
through the Agriculture
Conservition Progrim. The
county ASCS Committee
first approved the project and
then sent it to the state
CS C ¢ for their

CCC Boys

These Civilian Conservation Corps boys laid out
contours on the Harry Heilman farm in Battle
Township of Ida County in the 1930's. The late
Mr. Heilman and the late Ross Baumann were
pioneers in Ida County's conservation movement.
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt started the
cce,

Outdoor Classroom

Ruth Morrice speaks to Ida Grove students dur-
ing an outdoor classroom at Moorehead-Pioneer
Park. Stan Henderson, principal, joins the stu-
dents during the annual outdoor classroom at
Moorehead -Pioneer Park

nmentally Friendly
d To the Crops D

B & A Fertilizer Co.

Robert Bowen
613 Fairlane 712-364-2672 Ida Grove
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f Hats Off To A Half Century
Of Soil Conservation... st
For Ida And For Buffalo!

s

> Buflalo™

e Proudly Serving Agriculture for 50 Years! )

The ”SI)WI ”. Shifter Guidance System
can take the stress out of farming!

" '

* Requires no

* Includes one

-

fixed coulter
* Designed for cor

* |deal for vegetable and truck farming

ventional cultivators

horizontal

y Installed hydraulic

LOREN SCHUETT

cylinder

=y
N SALES
- 402 Lamp Kastner Dr, Holstein 7
"~ Fleischer Manufacturing, Inc laa\J
Box 848 mbus. Nebraska ¢ 48 (4 was =
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Neil Stockfleth ...

New District Conservationist
Has Tie With County Pioneer

Not only is Ida County

celebrating the SOth anniver-
ary of its Soil and Water

Conservation District this
month, but Neil Stockfleth
15 nearing the completion of
his first year as the District
Conservationist.

I'm happy 10 be a part of
the S0th celebration, There's
been a lot of work done, and
I think the conservation ethic
in Ida County is strong,” the
d-year-old conservation
leader sud.

When Stockfleth became
the District Conservationist
in April 1994, in some ways
he was continuing a family
tradition, His great uncle
Hilbert Stockfleth, was a pi
oneer in Ida County soil
conservation. As carly as the
1940's, Hilbert was using

rop rotation and contouring,
and also had constructed
terraces and two dams
his farm

t was the Swockfleth farm

Gasrfield Township which

1s one of the four demon
trational soil conservation
ns, set up in coopera
he Soil Conservation

in 1941, Although

fidn't know his at

he knows the

grea

conservatic
e for 1da (
y way if the land is

y’s always been
minded,™ Ne

jad always

Ida's District Conscrva
tionist grew up on a farm
west of Schleswig and
graduated from Schleswig
High School in 1978. He is
the son of Vernon and Mar-
ion Stockfleth, who reside in

Schleswig
Stockfleth attended
est Missourl Stat
University in Maryvil
g /82 with a
He and his wile, F
parents of (w
Nathan and Krist

' We've made a lot of progress

We're celebrating that,

but we've not yet met our goal.’

ant Bloff

< 4
Service underw

change last fall a
the Natural Resources Con
servation Service (NRCS)
but the
farmers achicve good conser
vation remains, Stockfleth
said

“Ida County has a lot of
very conservation-conscious
farmers. | hike the
ing done here, For the size of
it ur r fou

mission of helping

work be

W

-- Neil Stockfleth

unty
NRCS also is endorsing
the potential for a rural water

system. “A good safe water

supply is very important, It's
been shown that water in
this county and others is
high in nitrate and high in
bacteria,” Stockfleth noted.
If there's boen any disap-
pointment for Neil in his
first year in Ida County, he
aid it is in the shortfall of
funding from the federal
. nment. Ther mor
work needed on projects, b

Congratulations, Ida, On 50 Years
0f Conserving Qur Soill

IT PAYSTO

PRACTICE CONSERVATION

THE EQUIPMENT

J

WE HAVE

TO DO THE
RIGHT JOB
FOR YOU.

SPECIALIZING IN
ALL FORMS OF
FARM TERRACING

GIVE US A CALL FOR ANY CONSERVATION OR DIRT MOVING JOB

RUSER DIRT MOVING

ROBERT RUSER

IDA GROVE

KRAMBECK CONSTRUCTION

ELDEN (SONNY) KRAMBECK, JR

MICHAELSEN CONSTRUCTION

SCOTT MICHAELSEN

IDA GROVE

GALVA

(712) 364-2485

(712) 282-4713

(712) 364-3202

aware of their stewardship
responsibilitics.”

In looking at changes fof
the next 50 years, Stockfleth
said treatment of the land
will become more specilic
for specific soils, thanks 10
more advanced technolog)
The soil survey, for instancé
will be able 1o offer more
specific informaton, he
noted

This Friday night, pioneet
conservationist  Hilbert
Stockfleth's great nephew
will be atiending the golden
anniversary banquet of the
Ida County Soil and Watet
Conservation District. Bt
the younger Stockfleth said
he will give credit where
credit is due -- the district
commissioners, the soil
conservation staff and always
the farmers, farmers just like
his great uncle

“It's a special event for
people who've worked in Ids
County,” the conservation
leader said of the 50th year
celebration

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Meet The Staff That
Serves lda County

Staffing the offic
Ida County Soil and Wa
Conservation District &
celebration of the diswrict
50th year approaches are
cight employecs.

for the

ARLIS
State Secretary, and husband,

John, farm southwest
Sch wig. They have f
dren: Travis, 25, of |
Neb.; Brandee Sch .;
{ Omaha, Neb; Gingl
7, at home
was employed by
W Departme
tur 4 Land
in March
BARB KNUDSEN]
e vat ic. o
' am

BAHNSEN 2

The Statr

Working In the Natural
Service (NRCS) 1o help
Efam run smoothly are,

fd“l(lﬂcli. district conservationist;
Conservationist; and Randy Sohm, conserva-

JERRY SINDT, Soil
Q_‘miﬂ’valmmsx‘ has been
th the NRCS since 1987,

He and his family live on
Sindt Family Century
¥um in Battle Township
newr Holstein, His family
inclydes his wife, Kathy; a
Anthony, 21, of Spirit
Lake, and daughters, Kim
berly, 17; and Paige, 13, at

son

RANDY SOHM
Conservation Technician
¢, Sasie, live nont

of Mapleton, T v
children; Becky, 22, of
lowa City; Kathi and Knist

20, of Sioux City; Frank
15, and Molly, 12

me
Sohm was employed by
the Jowa Department of

Agnculture and Land Sicws
ardship in January of 1974

\da County Proneer Record
ida Grove, la. March 22, 1995

Resources Conservation
the conservation pro-
front from left, Neil
Jerry Sindt,

tion technician; back row, Carol
Carl Lee, state conservation technician;
Winterhof, soil conservation aide;
Knudsen, soil conservation aide.

3

Thomson, soil
conservation aide; Arlis Bahnsen, state secretary;
Ron
and Barb

Ida Conservationists,
On Half A Century
Of Saving The Soil!

Rod’'s
Fertilizer
& Sales, Inc.

Aide, and husband, Temry.
live north of Arthur, They
have three children: daughters
Morgan, 12; Meghan, 11;
and a son, Judd, 9. They
farm and have a cow-calf op-
cration.

Thomson was employed
by the Natural Resources
Conservation  Service
(NRCS), then known as the
Soil Conservation Service,
in Sepiember of 1990

RON WINTERHOF
Soil Conservation Aide, and - « Fertilizer
wile, Jan, life north of Ida + Chemicals
Grove. They have one
daughter, Christine Wan * Lime
schel of Arthur, and one GALVA » Custom Application
granddaughter and onc grand- 117 N. Main *» Seed
; # Truckin,

Winterhof was employed 712-282-4668 9

NRCS in April o 712-282-4665

Way To Go,

ia 1 ransferred to the NRCS
¢ 2k g 1979
S ater
d" NEIIL STOCK
FLETH, District
Conservationist, and wifc
ARL LEE, Si 3
B l: Beih, live in Sergeant Bluff
with Nawgllh) ey have two children
. Cotial sq Johan 1 Kristen, 5
NRCS) v e ockfleth has been em
( i o ed by the Natural Re
ast { bellt ~ A ation Service
St Josil" ince 1987. |
P ‘m” work 1 the Sioux City
2 A n field offices be
N Ting 10 Ida Grove
eng
( F celp ¥ =
b ' el CAROL J. THOM-
and ( SON Conservation
=

7
Conser

Youn S«

Grain, Feed, Seed,

& Mixing - Bulk Feed
Dellvery

The Futdre Of Our
Land Is Everyone’s
Fulure!

The Past¥0 Yeana!

Fertilizer, Grinding Ma e' Mix

, Tda
ats, For

e Effonts

Jook upon the 1ind as 3 than destroy them. And it's pever
{ resoutces. But it's mot! On w late to sart doing something about it
ral s »

time t6 realize that w o Y\ 1t = ake away from the lind. we can e
what we put into it place. How? By curbing the wasteful use
{ our eocrgy sources. Kex
V€ o cres s wih can i ot to peop. - Wevahuaior owr mevia. And
tly wtiline naure’s resources, rather than  working togsther. 1o preserve 3
drain them . _ . presetve our countrysides and ving covironment. Lets seart now

[Wu da Gounty Soil & Wator

Comonvarisw District On Your 50 Years!

IDA COUNTY  #=
wenes STATE BANK

Ida Grove - Arthur - Galva - Fort Dodge - Denison - Odebol! - Kiron
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(Golden Memories...

(Editor's Note: Don
Kauffman of Ida Grove,
who served as Ida
County District Con-
servationist from 1968
to 1993, comments on
significant occurrences
of the past 50 years.)

The Little Sioux Flood
Prevention Law was passed
by Congress in 1946, almost
coincidental to the district's
formation in 1945, The first
products of that law were
first evident in Ida County as
Kirkholm and Perion water-
sheds east of Ida Grove in
1949,

Godbersen-Smith Con
struction Co. was the con
tractor, Major funding during
the first 25 years of the pro-
gram was (or erosion control
structures, cither carthen

Lou Collins: A Secretary Re

ms or cof structures

car y's, emphasis

n funding shifted from

buildin, which wer

(Editor's Note: Lou

Collins, a long-time

employee at the Soil

Conservation Service

hares her memories

I'he Ida Grove resident

worked as 8 secretary

in the office from 1966
to 1990,

In stter part of

r 1966, my friend

" acobsen, told m:

tA {ting

and

A mot in

Pr job. St

ally isn't busy,

joes knitting and reads mag
azines, (Who wouldn't want
2 job like that?)

I necded a full-time job so
I did apply and did get the

job. I w intcrviewed by
Arnle », Marvin
k ary Brueck
Alice g married
W and
W k rf
}
t ' I by my
Ona |
PE A’ bl
]
the fil
i with my
1 som

Don Kauffman

becoming harder to justily
cconomically) to land treat-
ment in the form of terraces
Funding for terraces from
then on gradually increased,
affording Ida County farmers

larger.

Within a few ycars almost
all terraces built were “push
ups” or grassed backslope
design. By building them
from the lower sidc, a fater,
more ble terrace was

" P
10 apply land reatment with
government assistance.

During the first 25 ycars
of the district movement, a
mix of crop rotations, con
ouring and a few terraces
was the normal conservation
plan. As rotations gradually
reverted 1o only corn and
soybeans, greater emphasis
was placed on f(erraces (o
ach adequale treatment.

As lerraces  gained
emphasis, they underwent
significant changes in de
sign. Broadbase lerraces were
common prior (0 the 70's
These terraces had been de
signed for two- or four-row
cquipment, weren't parallel
and became a problem to
farm as equipment became

cquipment I can remember
Don Goodenow and Dutch

Kraft were the technicians

Dutch w

is born and raused
the Maplelon arca, as | was.

y was always pulling
n me, In the
¢ I'd get a predty
purple thistle
put & bumble
bee in my desk drawer once
It was kind of funny when |
ned the drawer and

amm
bouquet of
flowers. He

he

y D

[ ¢ the
{fice about that time

and b
was very allergic 1o bees
S0, Duich felt real bad, and |

think caught a little heck. |
was wld Dutch tried to get a
turtle once, but there was 100
much traffic on the highway,
50 gave up. God only knows
where I would have found it
Bumett liked to dictate his

in the cor
t like 1 was sitt

it, so you could unders
EVERYTHING
bject. He
W he was very
In the sun

had

was a nice bos:
nsiderate

hall

who replix

and Don Ka
ed Bumett, and |

v

hen was trans

ferred 10 the Anthon Field
Office, Ona Le

down the hall. Her meeting
r00m Was W

created. This was the domi
nant design for 15 years until
they became prohibitively
expensive to build, Fortu
nately, someone conceived
the idea of narrow base ter
races, a design utilizing the
push up principle, sull suit
able for large farm equip-
ment, but much cheaper to
build, Because they cost less
than half the cost of grassed
backslope terraces, many
more miles were able to be
built with the available funds
and equipment

Methods of tillage also
have made drastic changes
during the 50 years of con
1da

servation practice in
County. At the start, straig
row gradually gave way 1o

contour rows. And

was basically "clean* Gene
erous wllage before and ﬂh
the crop was planted left the
ground cssentially void of

crop residue, >

Gradually, however, con.
servationists learned that
crop residucs could be '.-’
beneficial in \'()mwi“ﬁ!‘
sion. The end result "‘m
we know today a8 !
I'm sure the ""‘m
planting this year's crop {a
last year's undisturbed b
farthest (m“u-

wias the

minds of our distric}

founders, and only illustrates
the point that ‘we ¢
constantly
It will be inl

hat changes occur in
ycars|

servation move.
ment was based on the yol-
untary adoption of conservy.
tion practices with encouss
agement and assistance of the

change

' The commissioners do a good job

selling conservation with their

programs to the youth.'

-- Lou Collins

FHA office was located in
Denison,

When Ona Lee was on
vacauon, | would register the
18-year-olds for her. In fact, |
registered both my
She'd give me the key 10 her

sons

Ona Lee's k
told me not ««
10 anyone

work
can't remember of any state
funds we had for conserva
i - ¢

me
0 hired
clerk

of pe

undergoing

When | first started |

" Throughout my tenure, I have received great satisfaction

from working with people who believed it was their

responsibility to be good stewards and take care

of their land for future generations.

== Don Kauffman

federal and stale govern-
ments. It operated that way
for 40 years, with only a fair
amount of conservation ap-
plied. A significant number
of farmers had chosen not 1o
apply consErvation measures
or had applied only a wken
amount.«

As the population became
more environmentally aware
of soil and water degradation,
they randed more be done
10 correct the problem. As a
result, Congress passed the
Food Sccurity Act of 1985,
The law mandated full appli-

there was only one T didn't
care for. | knew he tned o
get me fired, but the state
B office shot him down. They
said my work was good
comy and on time. It

unul after I retred in
st I found out why,
something | wasn't even
fware of. I feel the commis
i are dedicated people.
Whey not salanied and
nly receive mileage and
al expenses, paid for by
state of lowa
The commissioners do
¢ local funds now. The
nicnance fund is monics
(ved from maintcnance
its from farmers who
2 walcrshed structure on
farm or might have
draining from their
the main structure
an initial payment
en a yearly payment
years. This money re
¢
¢

=F

n only be used for
€ repair, efC. in a
1 area. The district
Lain these struc
The district
for years, and that
the general
ney could be
r the commis
like office
2 federal of stue
and conserva
s like the an
joor classrooms
program, far
prizes, etc, The
s do & good job
crvation with
to the youth
1 office was on
t in & new

uilt for the SCS

ffices. It was

q k out of win
‘ow By I had an clec
ic Lypewriter and a

(! pier machine

a copy of the
of the district meet
uired 10 be sent

cation of d con-

servation practices in order (o
;m cligible for various
assistance programs.
Because of the hwl'“ partici-
pation and reliance on the
various programs, most
farmers chose o comply
with the new law. As a re-
sult, an amazing amount of
conservation work has been
completed in the past 10
years. At this point, most
Ida County farmers are in
comphiance with law, It's
amazing what a liule
“encouragement” will do!

tion from working with
people who believed it was
their responsibility to be
good stewards and ke care
of their land for future
generations. Many applied
conservation practices at
considerable time and ex-
pense long before it was
mandated by law. From this
group emerged a special
group of individuals who
stepped forward and provided
leadership and direction to
the conservation movement.

Don Kauffman

These people scrved as
commissioners of the district
and spent many hours of
service to their community.
The only pay they reccived
was the sclf-satisfaction they
got from knowing they were
doing their part 1o preserve
our natural resources. | thank
these people for their un-
selfish and untiring efforts,
and consider it a great privi-
lege to have been able to
work with them

members

10 the present commission-
ers, as well as the past
commissioners, state office,
area office and then in the
“minute” book. It took for-
ever (0 get the copies ready,
as we could only type about
three copies at a tme using
carbon paper. With this used
“fancy” copier it probably
took a half hour 0 make 18
copies. The commissioners
had bought me a calculator
from their general funds

What more could I ask for?

Dutch was still up 10 his

old tricks. He was the eldest
in the office and then me, so

I felt like the “mom” of the

family. We had received Lit-
te Sioux funds by now, for
terracing (federal funds), so

the increased

each
year. The state also had funds
for conservation work, s0
paperwork — paperwork! At
umes, Duich’s tricks were
the only fun.

Lots of trainees had come
and gone. I think most of
them are still with the SCS
I thunk they all received good
training from our office -~
even from Dutch, who was a
good technician,

Our second move or third
office is the present one on
Taylor Street. It was there
that Dutch was forced (o re-
tire due w0 health problems.
A few months later he passed
away. Dutch had a habit of
singing a litle song almost
every morming. If he didn't,
you knew something was
wrong. As he entered the of -
fice he'd sing, “Good morm-
ing 10 you, good moming to
you. We're all in our places
with sun shiny faces.” As
much as he bugged me, |
kind of missed his linle
song

In this office, the paper-
work really increased. We
received a lot more Lintde
Sioux funds. The commis

sioners bought the first
computer in our office, along
with a printer. Later, the
federal government bought
more computers for the fel-
lows. About six months be-
fore I got a computer, the
state had bought me a type-
writer with correction tape
and a memory. It ook 20
years (o get one with correc-
tion tape. | was so happy
with it that | never cared
much about the computer
Unless you've worked for
the federal government, you
have no idea the amount of
thoy demand. The
state of lowa isn't 100 far
behind. At one time we were
our own post office. Instead
of using *franked” mail, we'd
have to order in advance,
three months of stamps
Only the Air Force and the
SCS had to do that. Finally
after & year or two, we got a
postage meter. Lots of
changes!

Lou Collins

I retired in January 1990
because my bushand had re-
ured in July 1989. We
wanted 1w travel, and |
wanted (0 do the things |
missed out on for 28
When I walked out m’m
4, 1990, I never looked back.
1 never missed my work. The
people, yes — but not my
work. Gaess it was time.

Technician

Clarence "Dutch™ Kraft is on the job site as a

soll conservation technician. The late Mr
times in

is mentioned many

Kraft

Lou Collin's

"golden memories” contained in this edition
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Golden Memories

The Past District !

David Brueck

(Editor's Note: David
Brueck of Ida Grove
served as an Ida County

Soil and Water
Conservation District
commissioner in 1952,

Since that time, he has
served in many places
of the world.)

The Ida County Soil and
Water Conservation District
was organized at a ume when
concerns were increasing
about soil erosion in Ida
County. When Ida County
was settled during the latter
part of the last century,
farmers were breaking up
prainie sod which had built
up organic matier from grass
growing for hundreds of
years. After plowing, this
soil remained like a sponge,
absorbing rain as it fell even
from intense storms. Farm
ers rotated crops so that com
was not often planted where
com had been planted in the
previous year on some fields,
and with a rotation including
oats, hay and pasture some
Organic matter was replen
ished before the next com
CIOp, in SOMe Cases.

However, tillage with
horses was difficult, and a
common practice during this
carly period was (o rake the
comstalks from the previous
year's comn into windrows
and burn them in the spring
50 the light disks and plows
of that penod could beuer ull
the soil for planting. This
destroyed the organic matier
that could be added back 10
the soil, and over the years it
became hard and less ab
sorbent. When hard rains fell
crosion increased, and more
soil began 1o be washed into
streams as ditches formed in
the ficlds. With
com planiers a “good” fanmer
was onc who could plant
straight rows over the hill
aid

i most ficlds wer

out in rectar W

practice a di

between each two rows, and
hard rains had a natural soil
erosion course every 40
inches across the ficld on
hilly land.

Com was planted three
sceds to a hill so that

straight rows could be cult
vated for weed control in one

David Brueck

direcuion, then cultivated
next ume across the ficlds
90 degrees from the previous
direction, This allowed ero
sion (o take place in different
diroctions during the growing
direction proba

length of slope cach way

By the 1930's, the Locss
(wind blown) soil in Ida
County had lost much of its
organic matier and ab
absorb raing. In 1930 and
1931 [ can remember swim
ming and fishing in the
Maple River and being ablc
10 sco bottom in clear, clean
water betwoen rains. Later in
that dggade the wales i kivens
began w continually stay
murky, and rarely one could

sce the bottom. Peoy W

ferulity, The two methods of
replenishing soil fertility
were  livestock  manure
application and rotating with
legume crops for nitrogen.
Some people were
becoming more concerned
about soil losses, and with
the cormn now being com-
monly cultivated with trac
tors instead of horses, comn
was dnlled instead of planted
three to a hill 5o it could no
longer be cross cultivated. In
1940 as employce of my
brother, Henry Brueck, a de
vice was purchased that was
atached behind cach of the
wheels of the cultivating
tractor which scraped the dirt
ino a

mall pile between

cach row, such that a small

dam was built about every
ix feet, It was fairly suc
ssful but slowed down the

cultivating 53 and sub-

operation
period contour

Foll the intensive
farming requircd during
World War 11, there was €x-
n over the
and
for

tensive (o

amount of il erosion,

ume
| and Water

District was
e Sioux Wa
wrned

and progressed mpidly. It was

tributarics flowing into the
Little Sioux River, and the
first one that I was aware of
was completed about 1947
south of Mapleton called the
Nepper Watershed Project
These projects consisted of 3
scries of dams with drop i
lets on land of the farmers,
feeding water into the Linke
Sioux tributaries. These
farmers were required 1o €5
tablish soil ‘conservation
practices, including contour
farming and termaces.

Henry Brucck became i
terested in progress being
made in soil conscrvalion
and quit farming in 1946 10
purchase (wo war surpius
bulldozers for building s0il
conscrvation structures fof
farmers. Soon after the Nepr
per Watershed was con
structed near Mapleton, bids
were asked for the Kirkholm
Walershed, northeast of 143
Grove, north of Hwy. 175
and west of county pavement
M25.

Kenneth Bumett was the
soil conservation technician
for Ida County at that time
and was instrumental in
moving these projects ahead

Henry Brueck was the carth |

moving contractor on Lhe
Kirkholm Watershed, and
Harold Godbersen was the
oncrele structures contra

tor. A shon ume later Henry
Brucck also built the Clark
Watershed in  Cherokee
County, east of Quimby
The dams and structures for
all of these projects can be

' The weath of a nation and the welfare

. was
of its people is closely related to fts soir *  profitabie.

recognivodthat, . whole
deainage ascas ntcded 1o be
engineered for best rosults in

stopping soil losses

Congrats, Ida County!

SM“—E .

GIOW Th(, Sgﬁb “308
. On ,‘o\.\‘
GRAY’S AIR TERRACE SEEDING
WILLIAM GRAY BOB GRAY
CORRECTIONVILLE 712-384 2370 MOVILLE 712-8733450

S

Cushing, Iowa

We Appreciate The Efforts Of

Ida’s Soil & Water
Conservation District

Gary Goodburn
Dirt Construction

712-384-2399

(WERE "PUSHING" TO SAVE OUR SOIL! |

-- David Brueck
it

scen at these locations
40 plus years after they were
built

During the years immedi+
tely following World Wag

i gave annual awards
s and soil
I recall

Misery

ar gin

v Ma

Soil (
h 1949

Creck u

L.
::"H.l laid out contour
84 90 temmace interval of

Vot hﬂsﬂ. in a six-
g fotation, Since phos-
phate levels are critical to
AMfalfa yields ang
County Farm Burean had »
#17able supply X 0200,
, left from the
PIEVIOUS year that ek

George

(Editor's Note:
George N. Hartley of
Battle Creek served as

Hartley

gentle enough to be farmed.
Henry's machine was de-
signed 0 perform the task.

Ida County Soil and Since the entire staff of the
Water Conservation Ida County Soil Conserva-
District C issi tion District consisted of &
from 1977 through district conscrvationist,

Kenneth Bumety, and a clerk

1982. Then he became
an f 1

Spreading with an E-Z
Flow spreader which could
Mﬁl:‘llﬁ‘uz,“l“ ication
Wwas appointed
&f’n Conservation District
: :::(u” 1 fill out the
’h’] Dall, my un-
cle and a charter cur\:mu-
“i00¢t, who had died in July
of that year.

Moch was accomplished
in Just a few years following
World War 11 10 stem the
yeans of il erosion and fer-
tility loss on Ida County
solls. The excellent yiclds
now realized s the result of
many peaple in Ida County
that led 1o the soil protection
now in place.

One of the problems is
that much of the gain from
£00d soil stewardship is long
tem, and when farmers are
cconomically pressed they
sometimes have o eliminate
soil conservation practices if
those practices postpone cash
returns. Such short term
farm planning became
prevalent during the 1970's
when government farm pro
grams encouraged intensive

sioner
through

and
1986.)

served

By George Hartley

My first exposure o soil
conservation was when |
worked briefly for Brueck
Construction Co. after I had
rewurned from Army service
in World War 1. Henary
Brueck, the owner, had
formed the company for the
purpose of doing earth mov-
ing for farmers in the con-
struction of small dams, wa-
terways, etc., which repre-
sented farmers’ carlicst at
lempts at soil conservation.

Henry, in conjunction
with Harold Godbersen, had
been the successful bidder on
the first watershed projects
authorized by the Little
Sioux Flood Control law
passed by Congress in 1946,
the Kirkholm and Perion
watersheds located northeast
of Ida Grove. Henry's interest
in soil conservation con-
vinced him that there was a
need for terraces on the hilly
farms of Ida County, and he
became one of the first con-

com and soybean production  Uractors 1o own a machine
while livesiock production  designed primarily for con-
becomi 1 less ing terraces, a small
Allis Chalmers clevator

grader powered by a four-

Working in foreign coun-  cylinder gas engine. It was
trics where farming had been  pulled by a two-cylinder
carried on for centuries made  John Decre diesel tractor that
mouch MOTE aware of the  was used for other purposes

of soil in Henry's comstruction

Gon in our young country.  work.

As we arrived in Shanghal,
China, in 1945 and

up the Yangzie River, the
waler amving from inland
China was a muddy “soup™
of soil and water. Occasion-
ally, as a human body came
Noating by, I thought of the
of maintaining
4 that could feed

Y

g the 1970°s while
king with FMC Intcrna-
he Northem Trust
on Agricultural Devele
nt, | developed plan-
m is in Iran to in
¢ animal protein for

mption becausc
; were develop-
1 discase of the brain
| from a lack of animal
n in the diet. The feed

ssary for milk

xuction had 0
from soil that had been
¢ the years,

o a nation
of its people
ited 10 its soil
nty Soil Con-
J ict has been

ortant part of that re-
ver 50 years

Battle Creek

*» Ciba Seeds

365-4666 883-2205
883-2481
* Anhydrous Amm@2 * Pel-Lime
* Dry Fertilif§f Blends
* Liquid Flizers

*k Grain Bins

The Soil Conservation
Service (SCS) at that time
was Uying 1o promote terrace
construction on hilly farm-
land 10 control sheet and
gully erosion, which were
responsible for annual soil
losses in the thousands of
tons on western lowa fanns

The hroad base emmace was
the design in use by SCS
during the carly days of ter-
race construction, and con-
sisted of a level ridge laid out
on the contour with slopes
on cither side of the ridge
that were o be

typist, Gladys Thomhill, it
was left to the farmer or
contractor 1o help the district
conservationist lay out the
lerraces. Henry, on occasion,
assigned me 1o the job of

George Hartley

Ida County Poneer Record
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ommissioners

assisting Mr. Burnett in
staking out some of the first
terraces built in Ida County.
Terraces on the Lou Sales
farm south of Battle Creck
and the Hugh McGuire farm
in the Holstein vicinity were
some of the early ones built
by Henry's machine.

Henry was quite proud of
the terraces that Orion Patti-
son, the operator of his ma-
chine, could build, so he
welcomed the invitation to
take part in a terrace building
demonstration held at the
Pilot Rock Plowing Match,
which was an annual lato
summer event held south of
Cherokee.

However, as wrracing be-
CAME 3 MOIT COMMON Prac-
lice, contractors soon leamed
that the bulldozer was by far
the most efficient machine
for building terraces, and it
quickly became the imple-
ment of choice and has re-
mained so ever since.

About 1950 a watershed
project was proposed for the
East Aldnch Creek northwest
of Battle Creek, but unlike
carlier Little Sioux projects
that had been approved, it
was required that a certain
number of miles of terraces
had 1o be built within the
project boundaries before
construction of stabilization

PAST COMMISSIONERS -
Continued On Page 8
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Conservationists,
1945-1995!

We’rgWorking For You!
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712-364-2779
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Golden Memories ...

o

‘I enjoy

g home and

than when I left there.”

g that what I have done is only better today

The Past Commissioners - -

structures could go forward
Earl Mickelsen, the local
banker, owned a farm within
the boundaries of the pro-
posed watershed project and
was one of the biggest sup-
porters of the project, bul he
found it very difficult to find
cnough farmers to sign up
for the necessary miles of
Lerraces,

He himsell became an
enthusiastic _participant in
termee construcuion, and did a
thorough job of 1erracing his
cligible land. This helped the
cause enough, and eventually
enough miles were signed up
s0 that the project was ap-
proved for construction
Henry Brueck and Harold
Godbersen were again the
successful bidders. Fisher-
men in the area have enjoyed
fishing the ponds on the W
P. Hansen and Joc Stapleton
farms, which were pan of the
project

As my family owned a
farm which had a smaller
number of acres in tho East
Aldnich, we became a partic
ipant in the temrace program.
Since the project was the
first of its kind to require
terraces and the SCS wanted
the program to succeed, they
agreed o pay for 75 percent
of the cost of terrace con
sction and agreed to apply
) Ibs. of dry fertilizer on
the arcas disturbed by the
terrace construction. The al-

more to their liking. The
climination of some of the

them much easier to farm,
especially with the wider
equipment that was now in
use on most farms.

I became the owner-
operator of my family's farm
soon after the grass back
slopes on the scene,
and after having a mile or 0
constructed on my farm my
cxperience with them con-
vinced me that they were far
superior 1o the old broad base
termaces which had been built
carlier, and 1 proceeded to re-
place the originals with
push-ups as fast as I could. |
set a goal of protecting every
hillside on my farm with
terraces and am happy to say
that | cventually accom-
plished my goal. I consider a
terraco program (0 be one of
the best investments that a
farmer can make on his land,
and have never regretied the
considerable sum of money |
have spent on them.

In 1978 | was asked to
serve as a commissioner for
the Ida County Soil Conser-
vation District, and 1 was
glad 1o accept the challenges
presented as a district com-
missioner in promoting soil
conservation on the farms of
Ida County. I found my fel-
Jow commissioners 10 be a

I consider a terrace program to be

one of the best investments

that a farmer can make on his land ..."

-- George N. Hartley

lowance for cost share for
termace construction in Lite
Sioux projects became a

feature in all fu-
ture Litde Sioux projects,
bui the provision for fertl-
izer was discontinued.

The broad base termce did
not meet with widespread
approval among farmers
They proved to be hard 1o
farm with thewr sharp bends,
steep slopes and narrow
spacing betwoen lerraces
Furthermore, farming oo the
contour with Com rows run
ning in different directions
around the hillsides punctu
ated by unsightly terrace
ridges was a concept that
many farmers of that day
found hard 1o accept,
particularly since they had
grown up during an era when
farmers were judged by how
straight they could plant
their corn rows, regardiess of
whether they were on level
fields or steep hillsides.

Sometime in the latc
1950's or early 60's the soil
conservation eagincers made
a radical change in lerrace
design o what was called the
grass backslope or push-up
terrace. Although the push
up terraces cost several more
times than the carlier design,
farmers found them 0 be

great group 1o work with and
fully dedicated 10 helping the
district in any way that they
could to carry out this mis-
sion,

One of our tasks was 0
try to get a favorable vote by
the conference board on a
modern soil survey for Ida
County. The district had
sought to have a survey
conducted for several years
but without success, and we
were very pleased that this
time the survey had received
a favorable vote and that
someday every farmer would
have available o him a soil
map of his farm that would
prove valuable in his farm
operation.

Another worthwhile pro
ject of the district was the
approval of the expenditure
of funds accumulated through
tree sales, etc., for planting
trees and shrubs at the
Crawford Creek Park located
south of Battle Creek. | have
held a number of public ser
vice jobs during my lifctime,
but | consider my years as a
commissioner 1o be some of
the most fullilling ones,

Since | have retired as »
commissioner, great progress
has been made toward
achieving one of the long
term goals of SCS of redix

ing soil losses to five tons
or less annually per acre per
year. The 1985 farm law sct
up a timetable for imple-
menting an approved plan
that would accomplish that
goal, and compliance with
this provision was made a
requirement for participation
in all future federal farm

programs

The 1985 farm bill has no
doubt gone a long way (o-
ward making the SCS goal &
reality on almost every Ida
County farm, but one should
not overlook the contribu-
tion of the businesscs,
schools and volunteers of Ida
County in sponsoring
cducational programs and
other events promoting soil

Continued From P*s

conscrvation. It was the co.
operation of these

what could be done by soil
conscrvation. It must have

plus the hard work and dedj.  got in my blood.

cation of the personnel of the Next, | transferred 1o a
SCS, particularly on the Jo.  concreic crew where we dug
cal level,  distrigg

commissioners, col

and last but not least Iit
farmers who have made this
success story possible,

As a resull of progress jn
the baule 1o control soif
crosion, 1da County farmg
are no longer susuhh‘
huge annual soil losses :
were 50 common when the
district was formed 50 yearg
ago. 1 hope that in some
small way | have played a
part in this oulllwdh'
achicvement

Robert Mitchell

(Editor’s Note:
Robert Mitchell, for-
merly of Arthur and
now of Tucson, Ariz.,
was an Ida County Soil
and Water Conservation
Distr assistant
commissioner from
1967 to 1971 and a
commissioner in 1972
He shares some of his
golden memories.)

First of all, you must r¢
alize why and how it all
started. The years 1934 10
1940 we had the drought.
then the Great Depression
We were all broke and bun
gry. Instcad of handouts,
food stamps or grants (o go
to school, we had WPA and
CCC. It gave us a chance o
work.

I had just finished my
freshman year in school, and
couldn't find a job for the
summer. (Three previous
years [ had a job on a farm
for $12.50 a moath — 5 a.m
‘til § pan, with onc Sunday
off a month. This was fine at
first, but two of those threc
years when it came time 0
20 back to school, the boss
would ke me home and
say, Il sec you when 1 sell
my hogs! Guess he hasn't
sold his hogs yet; conse
quently, I'm short $12.501)

The spring of 37 I'm 16
years old, and school’s out
An old farmer stopped me on
the street and asked if anyone
wanied 1o make hay, [ said, |
know | would. He said he
lived one mile west and two
miles south of town, on the
right side of the road down
the field. Come out the next
moming

So ecach mormng for a
week | ran out there, made
hay all day and man home
cach night. When the haying
was done, he said, '
you'rs a devil of a wor
but 1 don't have any moncy;
we do have several cherry
trees, so if you'd like you
can have all the cherries you
want 1o pick.”

The next day | picked
cherries until dark. The
farmer hauled me home, in
an old pickup loaded with
many milk buckets and

boxes of cherries, Mother
canned chemies and made jel-
lies and pics

Then | heard a 17-year-old
could join CCC camp and
get $30 a month, board,
room and clothing. I'hitche
hiked 10 Denison, signed up
and was accepied. On luly\
11th, my birthday, I hitched,
mostly hiked, to Moorhead

Robert Mitchell

and was issued clothing
shoes, bedding and assigned a
bunk

My first job om the crew
was tree planting. Since tree
planting was in the -[ww
and it's now Jaly, it
called wee cultivating. | was
introduced (0 a short handied
spade, and we crawled acros
the side hill, taking two
rows each, cutting we
mulching across the
The foreman was plea
with me, and offered &
make mec an assistant
at 56 a month ruse in pay,
or a commendation and
transfer 10 another
chose the survey crew, w
we made, exacily to
cight feet square, 10
deep farm models. One, as
was when put in the pro.
gram, and the second one
when completed.

‘We had some kind of cel
chration at the end, with a
camival — a threo-day affar. |
got 1o help explain the thing

to the public, § about

e

out, built forms, tied sicel
and poured cement. We made
nsers, flumes and drop in-
Jets. While we were bucket-
g out mud and wheeling
cement, T watched the fellas
on the caterpillars moving
dirt. 1 liked what 1 saw, so
asked and was given a chance
(o skin cat (drive the
caterpillars), Soon | was as-
sistant leader, and teaching
other boys 10 operate them,
We built the roads in Moor-
head State Park, canth fills,
watcrways and temaces.

I went 1o classes some
evenings and on weekends,
While some went to dances,
skating, shows or just out 1o
drink, I got my high school
equivalency

Then came the big blow!
They passed a law stating we
could only stay two years,
Ih;} would put me out of
CCC camp in July, 100 late
1o get @ decent job, so 1 left
March 1 and got a job on a
farm in Sac City, Next at
Priches Produce, and married.
Then | was off on an excur-
sion with Uncle Sam for
theee and a half years in the

South Pacific (1942-1945),

In 1946, 1 staried farming.
Using the knowledge and
skill 1 lcarmed from the CCC
camps. I began building tez-
races on the hillsides, I took
a ot of razzing from others
about making hills and
dilches (what others called
my terraces) all over the
farm. The end results of my
erracing overshadowed the
Ltcasing I took. | was the first
1 the area 1o try this. Efelt ]
ok one of the poorest pro-
ucing farms in the county
turned it into one of the

itor's Note: Mar-
olkert of Douglas
ip served as Ida
Soill and Water

and Ken Borchers,

commissioncrs
Bennett and Robert
and treasurer Abel

COMMISSIONErs in
all structures in every
cach spring to find
structures needed re

Mayne viewed the
joux flood prevention
at 1da Grove in April
also the Pleasant Val
Crawford Creek wa-

--Robert Mitchell

1 personally did not work  since it's nnmy'u«yhlhe won't take much 1o plow
'iﬁmemhnpmcs. nlehunwac like to go. them out.” But I said, "Not
but feel they were an im-  SCS here & nmnly con- until after I die will that
provement and do fit better  cemed with happen. I surc hope 1 can
in our modern farming and  shrubs and trees that will stick o that”
machinery size. ~ stand the hot and dry of the  There was an old staying -

Some of the biggest mis-  desert, plus keeping them . there will never be more
takes in carly years of soil disease-free. Also mixing |and made. 1 guess that's.
m.;uunm: cement and dirt (o stabilize @ right, but no onc cyer wd/
(1) Contouring and strip wash or creek bank when it how much we could improwé

-~ Instcad of paying rains. In Arizona, when we  what we now have. ,'

a farmer for doing this, we
should have penalized him
for not doing it (Many did
this every third year and got
paid every third year); (2)
Terracing -- We needed (o
spend more time teaching the
farmers how to farm and
maintain the terraces (o re-
Lain its capacity.

When we had our 25th

in
tion, I recall the speaker
saying *1 have been there,
and 1 have seen it happen.”
He told of South American
farmers who could have his
farm paid for, but couldn’t
afford to plant of harvest his
crops. Most had 1o take jobs
off the farm o eat (mostly
government jobs). As he
broke for a stretch period, the
lady 1 was sitting beside
asked what | thought of the
talk 5o far. I wid ber that it
sounded like that may be
where we were headed here in
another 25 years. She gave
me a big pat on the back and
said, “You're the first person
I have heard say thar. The
speaker is my husband, and
that's his conclusion,”

1 enjoyed working with
Ken Bumgit, Henry Brueck,
Harlan Dausel, Don Goode-
now; Duich and Don Kaulff-
man. Don Kauffman was al
ways a pleasure to work
with, naturally. Before SCS
be taught school at Dow
City, and his wife, Wanda,
was from Dow City. That's
where | grew up,

Lou Collins was excep
tionally good in the office
By the way, she stopped in

get a half inch of rain, we
have flood waters running
down the street a foot deep,

Not long ago one, man
could produce enough 8 feed

4 four people, How many can

mdlunmhumreudnm onc man feed y? One
can look at this

man had 1o wok five to

wasteland with its rocks, cight hours a daf to feed his

?;v%duu great. :I‘: need (Amily md Ol

Harold o build a i )bbmlccdliﬁl

big roto tiller © pulverize all
that junk and mix it in the
ground about three or four
feet deep, dig a shallow well
1o irrigate and be in busi-

ness.

1 had other dreams, too,
that never got to first base,
Such as | tried w0 promoie
the idea of planting hedges as
wind breaks on the top of
cach wrrace (honeysuckle,
Russian Olive or malti-floral
rosc.) The was 1o
keep snow i the ficlds in-

same family with onc hour
of work

Whoe manufactured the
phragt “cconomically unfca-
sible?” When we were in a
position to qualify an arca as
a water shed, the project
would call for risers or con-
crete flumes. The modem
specs called for 10- to 12
inch-concrete with half-inch
or greater steel reinforcement
rods when what we built in
CCC camp were mostly
four-inch 1o six-inch cement

stcad of farm yards, building  with 1/4- 10 3/8-inch rein-
sites, road side ditches and  forcing rods. At best | know
wowns. That would help with  they were in good shape 30

dust or dirt blowing in the
figlds. 1 really thought the
idea would go when we in-
troduced the idea of wildlife
refuges, since the public
liked to hunt pheasants, but
it died.

I enjoy coming home and
secing that what I have done
is only better today than
when 1 left there. Oh, 1
would rather see the strips of
different crops, but I under-
stand that all farming has
changed so drastically that

years later. You might check
cast of town at the old
Kirkholm and Floyd Lind-
berg farms.

1 also enjoyed working on
the Clean Water Act for sev-
eral years on first the county
level and then the district and
on W the state level.

1 would still like 10 see
soil conservation promote
the idea of putting hedges on

the old way wouldn't work  planting milo. every 40 w 60
oday rows? It could be planted and

When | left Towa, a very  harvested at the same time as
energetic young man wanied  com and beans. The stubble

to rent my farm (a boy I had
in 4-H). I told him that his

Tucson onc day after her re-  big machinery vmlmlwoﬂ: lul’ﬂlﬂy
tirement and Pats illness. wnyl.uml.d m
have spent some time at  row terraces. His

tersheds,
During my term, 1 worked
with Ken Burmnent and Don

Marvin Volkert

*Oh, | have big plovn; it vent dust erosion.

"..we once fixed up a dam for $40,

in place of $5,000."

-- Marvin Volkert

Kauffman, district conserva-
tionists, and Don Goodenow
and Loren Eckboff and
Clarence Kraft, technicians.

We leaned on Henry
Brueck a lot for repair of
structures. He was a contrac-
tor. He knew more aboat dint
than most people. We were
trying 1o save all the money
we could. You get one of
those 100-year frequencics
and that could cost. We
would go out and walk all
the watcrsheds. One year |
walked with a broken collar-
bane.

Because of Henry's
knowledge, we once fixed up
a dam for $40, in place of
$5,000

In 1945 Ken (Bamett) and
1 put up one of the first ter-
races on my farm with a
plow. That was terrible. My
father, John Volkert, was
very active in conservation
work. We built most all of
our own terraces. Now there
arc 18 miles of terraces on
my farm in Douglas Town-
ship, Section 19, and also in
Sections 18 and 16.

I retired from farming, and
in: 1973 1 staned Volkert |
Enterprises, Inc. [ sell
chemicals and soed.

1 think farming on the
contour offers the best ero-
sion control

%'s A4 Privilege To Be
A Pant Of Tda's Sedl

Congratulations,
IDA, On Your

Golden
Anniversary!
Taphorn
Seeding

Custom Seeding Terraces

We're

Hwy 175 Box 9¢

To Be Partners In
Good Conservation.

Congrats,
For 50 Yearns
Of Success!

Proud

Ia.

Bresnahan Well
Dnlllng & chau

Batt

Volkert

¢ Agri-Center
* Merschman Seeds
¢ Lynks Seeds
e Short Line
Farm Equipment

Congrats, Ida!
Marvin Volkert

e éﬁﬂmv S

Congratulations,
Ida County Soil & Water
Conservation District

On Your Golden Year!
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50 Years Of Commlssw

Leading the way in Ida
County's Sml ~and Water
Conscrvation t for the
past 50 years have been its
commissioners, beginning
with those of 1946,

1946: Henry Dall,

chairman, Baule Creck; Ed-
win C. Perion, Ida Grove;
and J.B, Scout,
Henry Dall
chairman, Bawe Creek; Ed-
win C. Perion, 1da Grove;
and Ross E. Baumann,
Cushing.

1948: Henry Dall,
chairman, Baule Creck; Ed
win C. Perion, Ida vac

1949: Ross E. Bau-
mann, chairman, Cushing;
Henry Dall, Battle Creek;
HL. EIk, Galva; and Ray
Bresnahan, wreasurer, Ida
Grove.

1950: Ross E. Ba

chry Dall, Batde Creck;
HL. Elk, Galva; and Ray
Bresnahan, treasurer, Ida
Grove.

1951: Ross E. Bau-
mann, chairman, Cushing;
Henry Dall, Batte Creek;
H.L. Elk, Galva; and Ray
Bresnahan, treasurer, Ida
Grove.

1952: Ross Baumann,
chairman, Cushing; Henry
Dall, Battle Creek; H.L. Elk,
Galva; David Brucck, Battle
Creck; and Ray Bresnahan,
treasurer, Ida Grove,

1953: HL. Elk, chair
man, Galva; W.F. Burow,
Battle Creek; Wm, Rossow,
Battle Creek; and Ray Bres-
nahan, treasurer, Ida Grove.

1954: HL. Elk, chair
man, Galva; W.F. Burow,
Battle Creck; Wm. Rossow,
Battle Creek: and hy Bres

W.F. Burow
chairman, Battle Creek; Wm
Rossow, Battle Creek; CC
Challman, Galva; and Ray

Bresnahan, weasurer, Ida
Grove
1956: W.F. Burow,

chairman, Batle Creek; Wm
Rossow, Battle Creck; C.C
Challman, Galva; Ray Bres
nahan, treasurer, Ida Grove;
and Amold Pulensen, secre
tary, Holstein

1957: C.C. Challman,
chairman, Galva; Wm
Rossow, Baule Creek: W F
Buorow, Battle Creek; Ray
Bresnahan, treasurer, 1da
Grove; and Amold Putensen
secretary, Holstein

1958: C.C. Challman
chairman, Galva; Wm
Rossow, Battle Creek; W ¥

Burow, Battle Creek; Ray
Bresnahan, treasurer, 1da
Grove; and Amold Putensen,
secretary, Holstein,

1959: Chester Chall-
man, chairman, Galva; W.F.
Burow, Battle Creek; Wm.
Rossow, Baule Creck; Ray
Bresnahan, treasurer, l1da
Grove; and Amold Pulensen,
secretary, Holstein,

1960: Wm. Rossow,
chairman, Baule Creek;
W.F. Burow, Battle Creck;
Henry Brueck, Battle Creek;
Ray Bresnahan, treasurer, Ida
Grove; and Amold Putensen,
secretary, Holstein,

1961: Wm. Rossow,
chairman, Battle Creck;
W.F. Burow, Bautle Creek;
Henry Brueck, Battle Creek;
Amold Putensen, secretary,
Holstein; and Ray Bresna-
han, treasurer, Ida Grove.

1962: Wm. Rossow,
chairman, Bawle Creek;
W.F. Burow, Battle Croek;
Henry Brueck, Battle Creek;
Amold Putensen, secretary,
Holstein; and Abel Peters,
treasurer, Ida Grove.

1963: Amold Putensen,
chairman, Holstein; Henry
Brueck, Battle Creck; W.F
Burows, Battle Creek: and
Abel Peters, treasurer, 1da
Grove

1964

Amold Putensen,

The Original Commissioners

Ed C. Perion

Since
1949,

We've Been Push in
For Good
Soil Conservation

Year

Congratulat:ons Ida
, On Your 50th
Savlng The Soil!

SOIL CONSERVATION WORK  SAND & GRAVEL

Marion Flewelling
Const. Co., Inc.

Terraces - Waterways - Tree Clearing
Phone 712-447-6104

Washta

Yield & Profit Boosters.

Henry Dall
chairman, Holstein; Henry
Brueck, Bawlo Creck; W.F.
Burow, Baule Creek; and
Abel Peters, treasurer, Ida
Gr

1965: Henry Brueck
hairman, Baule Creek
A | Holstein,
M Volkert, Washta; and
Abel Peters, treasurer, lda

1966: Henry Brueck
hairman, Battle Creck
Amold Putensen, Holstein
Marvin Volken, Washta; and
Abel Peters, treasarer, Ida
Grov

1967: Amold Putensen,
hairman, Holstein; Marvin
Volkert, Washta; Harlen
Dausel, Batde Creek; Robert
M hell, assistant commis
i 1, Arthur; Wayne B
iett, assistant commissioner

Henry Brueck, assi
tant Y loner, Bau)
Creek; and Abel Peters, trea

1, Ida Groy

1968: Amold Putc
hairman, Holstein; Marvin
Volkert, Washia; Harlen
Dauscl, Batle Creek; Robent
Mi ant com

Save time, fuel and equlpmem cost‘

M.,L\rrur‘\...ynt )-OP UAN

YOUr crop with

Service from the ground up

Congratulations, Ida Counly Soil & Water
Conservation District, On 50 Years
Of Saving Our Most Valuable Resources!

Berne (oopercﬁve
Association

Ida Grove & Kiron

1-712-364.3021 or 1-800-552-4041

sioner, Arthur; Wayne Ben-
nett, assistant Commissoner,
Galva; Henry Brueck, assis
ant commissioner, Bate
Creek; and Abel Peters, trea:
surer, Ida Grove,

1969: Marvin Volkert,
chairman, Washta; Kenneth
Borchers, Holstein; Harlen
Dausel, Baule Creek; Robert
Mitchell, assistant commis-
sioner, Arthur; Wayne Ben-
netl, assistant commissiones.
Galva; Henry Brucck, assis-
tant commissioner, Batle
Creck; and Abel Peters, trea-
surer, Ida Grove.

1970: Harlen Dausel,
chairman, Baule Creek:
Kenneth Borchers, Holstein:
Marvin Volkert, Washia
Wayne Benentt, assistant
commissioner, Galva.
Robert Mitchell, assistant
commissioner, Arthur;
Henry Brueck, assistant
commissioner, Battle Creek:
and Abel Peters, treasuref,
Ida Grove.

1971: Kenncth Borchers,

chairman, Holstein; Harlen * R
Dauscl, Battle Creek; Robert  000dénow, Batle Creek; T A I h t
Bumann, Baule Creek; Robert Croxell, Holstein; errace ccomp 'S men S
Robert Mitchell, assistani Norbert !Immm, Galva:
commissioner, Arthur; LcROY Doge, 1da Grove: 1946 57024 feet 1970 158400 Teet
Wayne Bennett, assistant George Hartley, assistant 1947 A0 feet 1971 237007 feet
commissioner, Galva; Heary & , Battle Creek: 1948 SI216fcet 1972 186384 feet
Brueck, assistant commis; 3ndiEarl Evans, assistant 1949 31680 feet  1973-74 204290 feet
sioner, Battle Creck; and commissioner, Correc- 1950 700 feet 1975 88012 foet
Abel Peters, treasurer, Ids  toville, 1951 31680 fect 1976 114048 fect
Grove. 1984: Mason Goode- 1952 37857 feet 1977 152064 fect
1972: Wayne Bennett, %0W,chairman, Baule Creek: 1953 17502 feet 1978 165360 fect
chairman, Galva; Kenneth Rober Croxell, Holstein: 1954 364320 feet 1979
Borchers, Holstein; Robert LcROy Dose, fda Grove: 1955 228677 feet 1980
Bumann, Battle Creek; ROGEr Schmidt, Holstein: 1956 2330 feet 1981
Robert Mitchell, Arthur, Notbert Bumann, Galva: 1957 269280 feet 1982
Harlen Dausel, Batle Creek; Geofge Hartley, assistant 1958 195360 feet 1983
J. Henry Brueck, assistanl ¢omMissioner, Baule Creck; | 1959 23230 fect 1984
commissioner, Battle Creek: and Earl Evans, assistant 1960 110880 fect 1985 147840 feet
and Abel Peters, treasurer, COMMissioner, Correc- 1961 21760 fect 1986 111486 feet
1da Grove tonville, 1962 283 fect 1987 475200 fcet
1973: Robert Bumann, 19855 Robert Croxell, 1963 198528 fcct 1988 660000 feet
chairman, Batle Creek; chaimman, Holswcin; LeRoy 1964 187968 [cet 1989 606672 feet
Kenneth Borchers, Holsicin, Dose, Ida Grove: Roger 1965 285120 feet 1990 787776 foct
Ramon Johnson, Holstein; Schmidi, Holstein; Wm 1966 205920 feet 1991 797250 feet
Richard Ortner, Hotstewn;, and Ullrich,  Arthur;  Mason 1967 253440 fect 1992 719207 feet
Harlen Dausel, Battle Creck.  (100denow, Battle Creek; 1968 242880 fect 1993 826615 feet
1974: Robert Bumann, O€orge Hartley, assistant 1969 65765 foct 1994 753805 feet
chairman, Battle Creck; Ra- COMMissioner, Battle Creek; TOTAL 12,444,683 feet
mon Johnson, Holstein; 20d Elvie Dreeszen, assistant J
Kenneth Borchers, Holsicin, <Ommissioner, Cushing.
Harlen Dausel, Batle Creck; Anu: Robert Croxell, Roht.lhowve-.m:l: x
va: Tg Roger 1da Grove;
oemy e, Casisant [ Schmdi, Holstein, LeRoy  Lioyd Ricker, Kieon Congratulations,
commissiones, Baule Creek § T5e, @ Coves Wiltam - 1992: Everet sl | [dg County Soil & Water
assistant rich ur; ason  chairman, ing; Lloy » - -
2:,:,',..::::," Holsteis; | Goodenow, Batle Creek; Rickers, Kiron; Robert Conservation District!
Richard Hagemeicr, assisl Georg lartley, assistant Croxell, Holstein, Wilbur
commissioner, Ida Grove: | commissioner, Battle Creck;  Roblk, Ida Grove; and Alan Tt T - -
R e oo Cug. 1993 Lloyd Rike Conservation
comm of, ] y ickers, » 3
1975: Rmxcf::nn L 1987 Robert Croxell, chairman, Kiron; Alan Van l A M“s'
chairman, Holstcin; Harlen fiehairman, Holstein; Mason Houten, Banle Creek; Robert S
Dausel, Batle Creek; John $Gooden w Bawle Creck; Croxell, Holsicin; Evercu 1 x
Higgins, Galva; Leonard ;’ Ullrich, Ariiie ‘Ev'ﬂ'“ Sull, Cushing; g Rodaey
Emst, Ida Grove; Burdelie SOV € 0L0E (lnd ilbur o, i G v.nnomm Let us show you a
Knudsen, ids (",‘M'(’:::;’. 1988: Robert Croxell, chairman, Baule Creck; b tt t th
&v";;n Rso'h[\ L:.;. Llrrovc. gboirman, Holstein; Bill Rodney Jeasen, Ida Grove, e er Way O e
Beay Waller, Holstein; and () 1ich. Arthur; “Everett  Robert Croxell, Holstein; f this land
R Tisgemeicr, 1aa 801 Coming. Mason Liod Riken. Xieon, mi | fUtUre of this land ..
Gibin 0--.;-"‘ v, Bartle Creek; and vz!;u .u |, Cushing,
1976: Burdellc Knudsca, \Wilbu Rotlk. Ida Grve. 1235t RoesipiCrosel, * Terraces  + Waterways
chairman, Ida Grove; Leonard B 1989 Robert Croxell, ¢hairman, Holstein; Alan Building Sit oE t
Emst. Ids Grove: John Higogiesairt tein; Wilbur  Van Houten, Baule Creck: * builaing Sites xcavator
gins, Galva: Ramon JohnaWBobIX, 1da Grove; Marellc  Rodncy Jeasen, Ida Grove,
son. Holstein: and Harlegiiipud 1a Girove; Everetr  Lloyd Rickers, Kiron; and
. ek Still, Cushing: and Dan Everett Sull, Cushing
son, 0y e, Arthur
Bursh o 1990 Wilbur Rohlk, ' i
la Grove 'h Ida Grove; Dan ¥ Natural processes can D r' co“s'r“¢' on
Lester Vohs, Galva; Georgs Arthur; Robert take 500 years to form
Hartley, Batle Creek; andBozell, Holstein; Marelle one inch of top soll CUSHING 712-384-2700
Harlen Dausel, Battle Creeke pdsen, 1da Grove; Everett
1978: George Hanley, "8l Cushing: and George
chairman, Battle Creck; Burs Harilcy, ter ary district
delle Knudsen, Ida Groveslilerctary/treasurer, Battle =
Ramon Johnson, Holsteing ek J C t C & S ce
Lester Vohs, Galva; Harlen ‘IVVI verett  Still, ons " o. ew'
Dausel, Battle Creek; and 1 n Cushing; Robert
Henry Brueck, assistant &x»u Holstein; Wilbur

, Ida Grove;

Geotge Hartley, Raqle

C’*ﬁ J.
Henry nm'g:‘

Gm

"'.l Lester Vohs
‘h-..c Galva; Burdelle,
R.-non

\‘ohl,.
Schmidt, Holste
mnm'a..

ida County Pioneer Record
Ids Grove, la. March 23, 1965

Terraces Galore

These terraces were recognized as award winners in August 1987. They
were the work of the Miller Brothers in Section 17 of Corwin Township,
By that time they had completed 21,880 feet of grassed backslope ferraces
and 5,400 feet of grassed waterways,
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Ida County Soil Survey

Wayne Dankert
Led The Way

(Editor's Note:
Wayne Dankert of Ida
Grove, now retired,
served as the party
leader for the Ida
County Soil Survey
He shares his
thoughts,)

Ida County soils were
classified and mapped by
Soil Conservation Service
soil ¢ tists from October
1984 w0 July 1988. Office
checking and joining soil
maps was completed during
the summer of 1988

While we were mapping
the soils in Ida County we
also made numerous detailed
soil profile descriptions and
collected samples of soil  their wpsoils than was rec
profiles for laboratory analy 0f 4 in Monona soils in
sis. As a result of these ac-  other pl The increased
tivities we expanded what is  clay Wt of the Monona
known about the s of Ida soils in Ida County makes
them more likely to form
clods if they are tilled when
they are
Monona

Wayne Dankert

County

For example
that the Mo
County have mor

wet than are the
souls in

central

Woodbury or Monona coun
ties.

We also classified and
mapped 1,105 acres of a
“new” soil, Arthur Silty
Clay Loam. Arthur soils arc
not as productive in dry years
as are the Marshall soils they
are adjacent to because they
have sandy material below a
depth of about 20 to 40
inches

We met many interesung
and friendly people during
the soil survey of Ida
County. We hope the resi
dents of Ida County will be
able to use the soil survey
for many years. The new
published Soil Survey is ex
pected in about two years.

The following soil scien
tists helped me classify and
map the soils of Ida County
at various times during the
vey: Craig Busskohl
Dale Ceolla, David Reeve
Max Sherwood and Jeff Tal
ky

Nice Going,
Ida County

The Final Acre

Wayne Dankert, left,
with probe In hand
prepares to map the fi
nal acre of Ida County

Crawford Creek Recreation Area:
Journey From Dream To Reality

Ida County's Crawforq
Creek Lake and
area, located three and g half
miles south of Baule Creek
was only 8 dream when
landowners, farm ™
and Soil Conservation Ser.
vice personnel had the firs
organizational meetingy in
March of 1965,

Today, Crawford Creek
Park, with all '“Mynd
history, is a reality M“ﬂ"l
enjoyment and pleasure (o gl
who travel through its gages.
The only one of its kind jn
the Little Sioux Watershed
Flood Prevention Projecy
arca, Crawford Creek Park
provides its visitors camp.
ing, boating, fishing and
swimming

In March of 1965 local
landowners, farmers, SCS
personnel and other interested
parties were invited (o many
informational meetings,
Discussions dealt with the
financial cost of the project,
cost sharing opportunities,
land treatment needs of the
surrounding arca, along with
objectives and rewards of the
project

For the next soven 10 ning
years much planning and
preparation  took place,
Twelve drop inlet detention
structures, three drop inlet
full flow structures and four
inlets on culverts, along
with the main lake structure,
were planned

In January of 1974 final
spproval was given o the
watcrshed lake and recreation
arca. The total cost of the
lake was figured at
$833.240. The whole water-
shed project involved $5
landowners and 8,300 acres.
The lake and recreation area

was e on four land
w i included 247
s

struction of the
structures above the dam wag
started in July of 1975, In

crawford Creek Ground Breaking

In the summer heat of July 1976, Ida countians
gathered for a ground breaking at Crawford Creek
Recreation Area, three miles south of Battle
Créck. The ceremonles marked the beginning of

the' largest structure In the park project. Partici-
pating in the ground-breaking ceremonies were,
Godbersen,
Odgaard,

from left,
Emmett

Burdelle Knudsen, H. W
Sahl, Elvin Leonard, Tom

sitc. A tcam of ar-
pent several
hing for pre-his-
buffalo bones. Work
1o resume after evi-
dence concluded this was a

was abl

By the fall of 1976 the
ske project was completed.
wk several more years for
colre recrealion arca o
mpleted. In 1981 the
wk was officially dedicated
oday onc is ablc to en

tions in

the spring of 1976 construc- ' pyall the benefits that this

ton work on the lake itself

started. In August of 1976
construction had to stop due

to the finding of an archacc

t has created: wildlife, .. Soil - makes up  the
ping, swimming, boal- oulermost layer of our
picnicking, fishing and  plant

beauty of natur

~

Ernest Schmidt, Vernette Worth, George Witters,
George Leonard, K. W. Gray and Jim Lipton
(standing in center). Sponsors of the $1.3 mil-
lion Crawford Creek project are the Ida County
Soil Conservation District, the Ida County Con-
servation Board and the Ida County Board of Su-
pervisors. The 6)-acre lake which the dam im-
pounds is enclosed in a 252-acre park, developed
by the Ida County Conservation Board.

3

Crawford Creek Recreation Area

Ida County's Crawford Creek Recreation Area Is one of the prime destina-
the county for outdoor enthusiasts

* 4 soil during a special
Conservationists! | G et
o dariag’ the  windy Moorehead-Plonser Park
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Nearly

stopping flooding and mass
crosion on 4,500 square
miles of land in the Little

Facing A Formidable Task
In The Little Sioux Valley

S0 years ago,

Sioux River Watershed arca
in Northwest lowa seemed a
formidable task

Yet, neatly two-thirds of

that gigantic job has been
accomplished. Conservation
treatment has been completed
in 87 of 127 potential sub-

watersheds, and work is be-
ing planned on all remaining
subwatersheds.

The conservation concepl

\

Battle

Hwy 175
Three Miiles West Of

And We’re Proud To

Be A Part Of The

Soil Saving Team!

Our Dozers And Motor Graders
Are Ready For:

v Terracing

(Seeding Available)

v/ Building Sites

v General Eathmoving

Creek

Bockelman Dozer
Service

Dan
Bockelman
712-365-4976

Watershed Progress

MAP Name of Acre Total No. No. of Date of Date of

b ) t\.y’r.-m‘..l Within Structures Ponds Ul,'HHr.l‘hr:tt v-m.pnv‘u:n

*““n
| 1 sradgrdon J
We’re Proud ¥ Son screnits have
Ida County’s - = .
Soil = =™ ;
Conservation 7,/ ¥ e ake et
Efforts! o

in te Litle Sioux Flood
Prevention Projec: has
grown fom stopping flood-
ing 40d erosion (o include
woul COMMmunity benefits
such a8 recreation and water
supplies, The plans arc being
carelully reviewed 16 ensure
that the project continues 10
be one of total environmen-
wl improvemen.

Early historians called the
pieturesque Little Sioux
River Valley 5 promised
laod. The fertile area with
genly rolling peairie soils in
the Uppermost one-third and
the ’:Vﬂ l_ﬂ“t.ld! at the lower
reaches with steep slopes in
tetween abounded in food for
the Sioux Indians and carly
sctilers,

One county bistorian pre-
dicted only 3 small portion
of the deep soil would ever
wash, Yet, 80 years later
about one-fourth of the land
in the county had lost half
its original topsoil, The
other hand in the county had
lost one-fourth of its topsoil
Huge gullies, 20 to 50 feet
decp and 100 to 200 feet
wide, were common. The
locss soil that washed from
the land moved downward to
§log  vital bottomland
drainage diiches, causing an

aqually serious and expensive
problem. A century of care-
Jess agricultural development
had taken its toll

Local people began 1o or-
ginize o fight the problem
i the 1940%, Soil Conser
vauon Districts were formed
in cach of the counties in the
Little Sioux River Watershed
© bring atiention Lo crosion
problems on a local basis
Each district, in turn, was
thenl represented on the Little
Sioux Works Commitice for
syerall planning

The Works Committee
ws responsible for seiung
p policies of cooperation
wiih the federal government

flood prevention work;
listing help of private or-

yairations and public sgens

jiex, sccuning legal aid; and
[ 3 p prioritics for as
#istan » subwatcrshed
o [ larmers. Individual
di responsible for
work local farmers
o rvation mea
ur ain legal land
1ig permits from
lan install and
ma 1 measures.
| € ittle Sioux
Flc n Project
v ration. The
Sol on Service
e al assistance
o { provided
fun n of Nood
ey o
I aindscape of
the Valley con
tras with s
ippearance
in L Water
spass miniature
lake n formed
o s d prevent
exce More
¥ he most
proc ayer. It
has I unts of
orge (living
and ganisms),
mioe utrients.

As We Celebrate Our

20th Year Of Business,

We Congratulate
Ida’s Soil & Water
Conservation District
On Their

50t h Anniversary
A Ny,

CONSTRUCTION

Hwys. 39 & 175 Odebolt Slve King, Owner
72

712) 668-2300 Homa 88hos $
FAX (712) 668801

than 9,280 miles of terraces
lace the countryside, protect-
ing uplands from crosion. In
addition, 457 “full flow”
structures have been built
Of a towal of 1,151 com-
pleted stabilizing structures,
196 were built to help stabi-
lize roads and eliminate
costly bridge replacement and
repair. More than 16 miles
of floodways have becn
built, along with more than
615 acres of structural wa-
terways.

The 498 lakes and
numerous farm ponds pro-
vide fishing, swimming and
habitat for wildlife, in addi-
tion to doing their erosion
control job, All the conser-
vation practices have helped
1o improve land values in the
arca. The concept of multiple
uses of land and water is be-
ing included in plans for the
future.

Fourteen subwatersheds
arc in the construction phase
A planning priority has been
given for the 24 remaining
subwatersheds, and they are
currently being planned
With current projections, all
structures could be built by
2016 and all land treatment
accomplished by 2041

All projects are reviewed
for their impact on the envi-
ronment. The completed
subwatersheds have proven
their beneficial effects on the
environment frequently dur-
ing heavy rains, The struc
tures have had no significant
damage while holding back
runoff from hard rains 10
curb flooding. A Program
Environmental Impact
Statement was prepared for
the Liule Sioux Flood Pre-
vention Project in 1976,

Eight Soil Conservation
Districts are principally con.
cerned with executing the
program, They arc O'Brien,
Plymouth, Cherokee, Bucna
Vista, Woodbury, Ida, Sac
and Monona. Four other
SCD'suwith s limited in-
volvement are Osceola,
Dickinson, Clay and Palo
Alio. Very small portions of
Crawford and Harrison
SCD's are included in the
Little Sioux Project area.

With the Litle Sioux
Flood Prevention Project,
the people throughout the
Little Sioux River Valley are
helping to maintain the soil
resource base and ensuring
generations o come that
they will have a better place
10 live

Va Courty Pionser Record
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Conservation Trio

Gathering to prepare for a conservation-related
event are, from left, the late Roland Jensen,
George Hoffman Jr. and George Grouell. Hoff-
man hosted the Quad State Minimum Tillage
Field Day in 1968 and Jowa Corn Stalk Day in
1973, It was common for the events to draw over
5,000 people to the Hoffman farm, located

northwest of Ida Grove in Logan Township.

Corn Picking Days

David Brueck shows off his corn picker he was
using in the fall of 1950,

Ida , We're |
Looking Forward
To Another
Half Century
Of Conservation!

Contractor

GRELL
CONTRACTORS, INC.

DAVID GRELL
Hwy. 59 North  Box 384 Holstein
Shop: 712-368-2272 or 712-368-2657
\ J

IDA COUNTY SOIL & WATER
CONSERVATION DISTRICT
FOR S0 GOLDEN YEARS!

We're p/oased To Be Your
Partners 1

nl mpr;wfng Our World
With Our . .

| TREES FOREVER PROGRAM

MIDWEST MIDWEST
POWER ﬁ GAS

The Service Poople
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A Daughter Remembers ...

Kenneth Burnett Serves
For Quarter Of Century

Any golden anniversary
celebration of Ida County's
Soil and Water Conscrvation
District would be incomplete
without remembering one
man who gave 25 ycars of
his life to the district.

Kenneth Bumneu scrved as
1da County's Work Unit
Conservationist from 1946
until his retirement in 1971

His daughter, Anne Bur-
nett Wyma, has lived in New
York City for many years,
where she has been employed
with a financial services
company. She is now head-

in London. She said
she remembers some espe-
cially good times with her
father when she was just in
second grade.

“I got W go out into the
ficlds with him when he was
first laying oul terraces,”

And she remembers ac
companying him to some
meetings when he would
carry a large paper chart to
illustrate his points. Wyma

said her father taught his
daughter well "how ex-
tremely important it is that
this land be saved.” The
lessons in saving the topsoil
“certainly impressed me,”
Wyma added.

The longtime resident of
New York City said she
grew up in Jowa detasseling
com and spending much ume
outdoors, "I grew wp in A
place where I leamed to drive
a tractor when | was 14."

Wyma said her start in
Jowa has infloenced her en
tire life. "I have a very
healthy appreciation for what
it is that makes a lifestyle
which puts an emphasis on
the soil. I think that's a very
solid way to grow up.”

Her father’s life also be
gan in lowa, in the city of
Ames, where his father was a
plant breeder at lowa State
College Agronomy Depart
ment. After graduating from
Ames High School in 1926
Kenneth continued his stud

ies and received a bachelor's
degree in chemistry and his
master's degree in plant
physiology and agronomy.

In 1935, he worked as a
echnical supervisor with the
Civilian Conservation Corp

a federal program which
hired workers at $1 a day to
help communities build ter-
races, control gullies, stabi-
lize creck and river banks and
plant shrubs and trees for
wildlife habitat and erosion
control. He worked in several
southern and castern lowa
communitics under the pro
gram until entering World
War 11 in 1942

As soil conscrvationist
for the Ida County arca, Mr.
Bumelt's major responsibili-
tics were 10 develop conser
vation methods and educate
farmers on how (o carry out
thasc methods

Mr. Bumneut also devel
oped methods so contractors
would change gullies into
prassed walcrways.

I have a very healthy appreciation for what it is

that makes a lifestyle which puts an emphasis

on the soil. I think that's a very solid way to grow up.'

enjoyment

Il:u environ

important to eve
It1s, after all, our source
of both income and

At your local coopera
tive, we can help you
profitably grow crops
while protecting the
environment. [t re

-- Anne Burnett Wyma

Tyone

"Some of thoge pojects
we put in A il . orking
and others haye had ¢ b rc-
placed becauise they w cren't
£ood cnough,® My pumeit
recalled 0 Interview
in the mid- 19801 prior 10
his death in 1992

The soil congeryation
Irm!culaowhm_,m.n
the proper constryc(ion of
terraces. The fig craces
were hm!( by plowing, but
conscrvationists develc ped
sysiem for building (hem
with bulldozers iy latc
1950's. Using bulldoze. « w s
cheaper and easier i the 1005
run, Mr. Burmeu sajg,

“That's when fercing
took off in the couniy
when we (made) land casicr
to farm,” Mr, Bumeit 3.
Water would drain fp ;2
than off a field, which /e
10 increase yields,

Although terracing ha

The Award

Throughout the years
farmers, fafm
managers and operators hve
been recognized for the i« f
forts in saving the soil.

These awands have been
presented for windbreaks
wildlife practices, conscrva
ton prac tces of ontribiuon
10 conservation in al

Awards have beey pre
sented by the Siou
Journal, Des Moines
ter, the 1zaak Walon ]
the district, the area
State of lowa.

Names and
awards have
throughout the 50 yearShe
those who have contrily
to the saving and proted
of nature’s precious gift
been rewarded for thedl
forts.

The following is a I
those people who
history records

McGuire
1951: David B
Elvin Leonard and
Volken
1952: Emil Sch
Elvie Dre n, Ed P
and Justin Hayward
1953: Marvin V¢
Harlan Friedrichse
win Schug
1954 East
Crock Watershed
Ben

Henry Endry
Burtor
Bryce

remained the most popular,
contour strip cropping was
vsed some also,

“There's not much of that
around, and there never was
much,” Mr. Bumett said in
noting that contour strip
cropping is stll being prac-
ticed and is still very effec-
tive in controlling erosion.

In 1948 the Litle Sioux
Flood Control Project took
off, a federal program that
consisted of installing dams
on small watersheds. Farm.
ers had to cooperate by doing
15 much as they could to
ontrol crosion, such as
wdding terraces (o their furms

No-till farming also was
introduced, Mr, Burnent sald
that method of farming “has
been very effective in Jeaving
+ cover of trash on the
ground and keeping soil from
washing away, plus Browing
1 CrOp over it Lo protect it It

Smith, Howard Parker and
Ray Hargens
1969: Merle Greenwald,

Helen  Andresen, Tom
Conover, Hazel Weilch and
George Drecszen, Elvie

Dreeszen and Leon Neubaver
1970: Joe Grell, Rudy

and Ross Jensen, William

Davis and Tom Schmidt.

1971: Louie Kerr, Verle
Law and J. Henry Brueck

1972: Walter Hoppe and
Catl Huth,

1973-74: Frank Huth,
Delbert Shever, Robert
Hoppe and Elvie Dreeszen
and sons.

1979: Wilbur Rohlk,
Leon Neubaver, Amold Grell
and Lyle Tictsort

1980: Pat McGuire
Roland Jensen, Murl and
Keith Brown, LeRoy Dose

m Rent and  Rex

illiams

1981: Wm. Volkeris
Glenn Millices, Carl Ul

&?cm'l quite produce the crop
yield terracing will, but it's
much more eflcctive in con-
trolling erosion.”

When he was a college
student, the average corn
yicld was 30 bushels per
acre. Because of many con-
servation clfonts, that average
doubled. When it was dis-
covered that liquid nitrogen
could increase yields, the
state average jumped o 90
bushels, Burneu recalled.
Until liquid nitrogen was
discovered (o be effective,
manure had to be plowed
down into a field.

Mr. Bumelt's death came
Oct. 2, 1992, when he was
83 years old

‘When Ida conservationists
gather 1o recall a half century
of effort to save the soil, the
name of Kenneth Burnett is
likely w0 be spoken fre-
quently

The Burnett Era

Did you realize there was such a waterfall in Ida
County? Kenneth Burnett, a tall man himself, is
dwarfed by the size of the waterfall and the ditch
that has been eroded by the water. The scene was
captured on the Bruce Goodenow farm southeast
of Battle Creek and appeared in the June 2, 1960,
edition of the Ida County Pioneer Record. Mr.
Burnett, who died in 1992, served as Ida County
Work Unit Conservationist from 1946 to 1971.

Winners Of Ida

shafers, Donald Miller and
Robert Grells

1985: George Hartleys,
Ramon Johnsons and Dean
Ruser.

1986: Walier Johnson,

Everett
Thomson.

Still and R.D.

Contour Planting

Cultivating of corn
planted on the confour
was progressing on the
Phillip Sykes farm
south of Ida Grove in
June 1961, According
to the story appearing
in the Ida County Pio-
neer Record at that
time, "contour farming
permits a tractor to
pull & uniform load at
steady speeds, allowing
more work per gallon
of fuel”

1989: James Wemers

1990: Orlan Ehlers

1991: Richard Drews,
Alan Van Houten and Con-
ley Woltcrman.

1992: Merlin Rabes and
Phyllis Bush
1993: Bill Wallace and

Arlo Dean Radke.

1994: Roger Hansens,
Edna Ditter, Walter Ham-
merstrom Estate, Ray Eller-
bushs, Alan Sichrecht, David
Jensen, Barbara Martin,
Beverly Jensen, Sandra
Thorborg, Edith Kerr Estate
and Wendell Rolfs,

“Soil Conservation”
s A Phrase To Preach

AND PRACTICE .. . .

Conservation Work
Clearing
General Earth Moving

Dozers - Rubber Tire Scraper
and Motor Grader

We’re Proud of Ida’s 50-Year Display
b Of Good Conservation!

Congratulations!

Wallace

Construction Co.

Contact: LARRY WALLACE 712-365-4428 or 365-2569 BATTLE CREEK




