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Conservation Incentives

1985 Farm Bill threatens loss of eligibility for programs for misuse of highly erodible lands

R R e R S A T,

Non-compliance will deny farmers benefits
of some U.S. Department of Agriculture

By BRAD HICKS

Times Editor

VINTON The food Security Act of
1985, better known as the 1985 Farm Bill.
contains strong incentives for soil con-
servation planning and implementation
Non-compliance will deny farmers
benefits of some U.S. Departmeént of
Agriculture farm programs, according to
Jim Brown, District Conservationist,
whose offices are here.

Interim rules regulating future cropping
of highly erodible cropland and wetlands
were implemented June 25, Producers who
fail to meet the interim rules will be
ineligible for commodity price support and
other program payments, disaster
payments, crop insurance under Farm
Crop Insurance Act, Farmers Home
Administration loans, farm storage
facility loans, and other farm program
benefits,

farm programs.

T e e . e s |

Future cropping practices on highly
erodible land will fall under either the
conservation compliance or the sodbuster
provisions. Land cropped at least one year
during 1981-85 will be considered under the
conservation compliance provision. Land
not cropped during 1981-85, including long
term hay meadows, pastures, and
woodlands, will be evaluated under the
sodbuster provision. Cropping of recently
converted wetland will be governed by the

swamp buster provisions.

Every county in Iowa has some highly
erodible land or wetlands that will be
affected by this legislation. In Benton
County, Brown estimates nearly **250,000
acres are affected pending the final list of
soil types.”

In Iowa, the Soil Conservation Service
calculations show 8.2 million acres of
existing cropland and 2.7 million acres of
long-term hay, pasture, or woodlands are

classified as erodible, lowa has an ad-
ditional estimated 150,000 acres of
wetlands that also fall under those
provisions.

Brown says each soil type is assigned an
erosion potential based on rainfall, soil
characteristics, and length and steepness
of slope. Each also has a ““tolerable" soil
erosion rate, or T Soil erosion below the T
value is considered negligible.

Sodbuster and conservation policies
designate highly erodible soils as those
with erosion potential eight times its T
value. Most soils in Iowa with greater than
8 percent slope and soils with six percent
slope and slope length of 150 feet or longer,
are included. The Soil Conservation office
has classification lists of all soils in the

INCENTIVES

Continued on page 5

“
Conservation Reserve Program

Benton County has had 30 entries in three sign-up periods, entering 1,443 acres

By BRAD HICKS

Times Editor

VINTON— Thirty landowners in Benton
County have bid into the Conservation

FARM

INSURANCE
THAT KEEPS

YOU COVERED
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[‘lu: B!unkel Plan From
FarMutual Insurance.

This is one insurance policy that
protects your farm personal
property, livestock and machinery
against a wide variety of losses. This
one policy pays you in full for any
insured loss as long as your
insurance is maintained at the
proper value. Let us explain the
available options of this blanket
that covers your farm. See your
FarMutual agents today.

“You know we work for you.”

FAR  UTUAL

Insurance

And Grinnell Mulual Reinsurance Company
Qrinnell, 1A 50112

BENTON MUTUAL
INSURANCE
ASSOCIATION

Keystone

Reserve Program, started early this year,
according to figures from Jim Brown,
District Soil Conservationist.

The program was started to protect the
nation’s natural resource base by
removing highly erodible cropland from
production. Removal will reduce
sedimentation in streams and enhance

O’GRADY

Chemical Corp.

Van Horne

We are pleased to
announce that

DON LENSCH

has joined
John Pickart and Tom Moeller
as part of our
sales team.

He will be happy to
answer any of your
questions and can be
reached at 472-2720
or you can call
the plant in Van Horne
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wildlife habitat. Another goal of the
program is to increase commodity prices
received by farmers curbing production.

There have been three sign-up periods
this year, with the last one netting better
results in Benton County.

In the first two periods, according to
Brown, 600 acres in Benton County (116
acres of it trees), were entered into the
program. In the last sign-up period, which
ended in August, another 843 acres were
put into the program.

The program works this way: annual
rental payments of up to $50,000 per year in
cash or commodities will be made to farm
owners or operators who enter a 10-yeéar
contract to convert highly erodible
cropland to permanent vegetative cover. A
50 percent cost-share payment will also be

the cover.
The designated area will be devoted to a

LYLE SCHULTE ,
Cedar Rapids, lowa
319-396-1954

WE SELL CLAY

made to participants for establishment of -

Lyle Schulte, Munuger-ﬂperu*ur

----------------------------

conserving use during the life of the
contract. Harvesting, grazing, or other
commercial use of forage is not allowed,
Maintenance measures, such as weed
control, will be required. The area may be
managed for wildlife habitat and thinning,
pruning, and other maintenance of tree
plantings may be conducted if Speufled in
the conservation plan.

The minimum area to be signed up must
have at least 10 acres, unless and entire
field, with less than 10 acres, is invelved.

A farmer must have owned the land for
at least three years and may put all or part
of fields in the program.

For other details on the Conservation
Reserve Program and to check on the next
sign-up periods, contact Brown at the Soil
Conservation Office.

A federal limit on the amount of acres
being accepted into the program has been
established.

S & S DRAINAGE

SCHULTE & SEVIG
DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS

Walford, lowa

* Auger Backfiller
% Backhoe Work
* Tiling

* Waterways

GORDON SEVIG
Walford, lowa
319-846-2205

& PLASTIC TILE

..........
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Essay Winner

Laurie Wichman is two-time winner this year

By SHARON ALMQUIST

Times Staff Writer

VAN HORNE — When Laurie Wichman
put pen to paper last spring in her high
school English class, she had no idea that
her thoughts on soil conservation would be
so well-received. :

But Wichman — an 18-year-old college
freshman majoring in pre-pharmacy at
the University of lowa — ended up a two-
time winner with her essay on **Soil and
Water — Our Lifeline. "

The daughter of Marcia Wichman of
rural Van Horne and the late Edward
Wichman, the 198 Benton Community
high school graduate’s essay was one of
approximately 132 entries submitted in the
annual Benton County Seil Conservation
Contest held here this Spring.

Wichman took top honors in the senior
division, while Ryan Karpisek, the son of
Larry and Jean Karpisek of rural Dysart,
placed first in the junior division.

Both received prizes — Wichman's
courtesy of Eden Mutual Insurance of
Vinton, and Karpisek's courtesy of the
District — and both essays were then sent
on to regional competition.

Sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary of the
lowa Association of Soil Conservation
District Commissioners and Grinnell
Mutual Reinsurance Company, Wichman
was named the senior winner in the Region

“It was just one of
those deals where |
turned it in and didn’t
think too much

about it.”

O R SR T |

7 Soil Conservation Contest — which in-
cluded 12 Towa counties — and will be
awarded $40 for her efforts.

Her essay, which was judged on its
“originality, aptness of thought and ac-
curacy of information,”” was then ad-
vanced to the state level where it still
awaits judging.

All of this comes as somewhat of a
surprise to Wichman, who doesn’t claim to
be an expert on soil and water con-
servation.

Last semester, ““everybody in college-
prep English wrote an essay,” Wichman

ESSAY

Continued on page 4

LAURIE WICHMAN '

Break out the brushes.

VINTON—Break out the crayons, paint
and magic markers. It's that time of year
again,

It's time for the 1986 Soil Conservation
Poster Contest,

The poster contest is open to all students
residing in Benton County in grades 3
through 6. Division I is for third and fourth
graders, and Division II is for students in

grades 5 and 6.

Posters may be done in any type of
media — paint, crayon, markers, ink and
S0 on — and can be up to 22" x 28" in size.
Themes may be taken from any area of
soil conservation.

All entries must include the person's
name, address, phone number, name of

GOODSYEAR

down to size...

Vinton, lowa 523

..........

When you need On-The
hurry, just call us. We can cut your downtime

CALL

HANSON TIRE SERVICE
610 W. 4th Street
49 Phone: 472-2406

Farm Tire Serviceina

school, and division number on the back,
and should be turned into the Soil Con-
servation District Office no later than
November 5, 1986. The office address is
1701 Second Avenue, Vinton, IA, 52349, and
is located across from the Benton County
Fairgrounds.

The posters will be judged on originality,
neatness and appropriateness of themes.

| SR

Phone 472-4126

We are proud to do business with
the people in this fine county
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time for soil conservation poster contest

Judging will take place November 14. and
cash prizes will be awarded for each of the
division winners as follows: first place —
$10; second place — $7.50; third place —
$5.

For more information about the contest,
call the Soil Conservation District Office at
472-2161.
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FOR ALL YOUR LIVESTOCK HAULING NEEDS
CALL

KEN ERICKSON

TRUCKING

KEN ERICKSON

Vinton
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Essay

Continued from page 3 about it

said. It was one of those deals where I But that's not to say that she didn't have
turned it in and didn’t think too much any background on the subject.
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SHEFFIELD
BRICK & TILE CO.

The Standard of Quality &
Progress For Over 80 Years S
SHEFFIELD, IOWA 50475 |
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Call us for your corrugated
plastic tubing needs
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CONTACT:
Office Phone 515-892-4354
OR 1-800-392-5610

SHEFFIELD
BRICK & TILE CO.
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Originally from Blairstown, Wichman that,” she said
and her family — including her 17-year-old
brother, Mark — have lived south of Van Besides, it's hard growing up in a rural
Horne for a number of years. Although area such as this and not be aware of
they didn’t farm, “‘we've had problems problems friends and neighbors have with
with our water — our wells and things like their soil and water. she added

“Soil and Water:
Our Lifeline”

.H_‘f Laurie A, Wichman

Soil and water are truly our lifelines. Every ounce of food we consume can be
directly or indirectly traced back to these two resources. Yel Americans seem lo
feel that these two natural resources are inexhaustable and will remain forever
pure. However, in an agricultural area such as lowa where the quality of our soil
and water so greatly affect our livelihoods, we are [eeling the consequences of
careless attitudes. As a member of the rural community, I realize that we must
become better stewards of our lifelines, soil and water, if we and f[ulure
generations are to enjoy lowa's current agricultural status and lifestyle.

Iowa is slowly, but surely,, losing its number one natural resource — its soil.
Half of our topsoil has been washed or blown away. Man needs only 12 yvears to lose,
to waste one inch of topsoil due to careless farming and industrial practices.
Mother Nature needs 250 to 1,000 years to replenish that single inch.

In the face of these alarming figures, one would think that we are taking great
measures to alleviate this situation. Sadly, this is not the case. Only about one-
third of lowa’s cropland is adequately protected from erosion.

Disregarding statistics, I see the evidence of soil erosion year-round. White
winter snow is topped by black topsoil. Hard spring rains produce snaky silt rivers
in fields. Early summer winds cause billowing dust clouds. Fall plowing renews
the vicious cycle. [ believe that we must increase the utilization of contour plowing,
terracing and conservation tillage to break this cycle.

Our water supply is another lifeline that must be carefully preserved. However,
from huge chemical leaks into water supplies like the tragedy at Love Canal to
individual rural well contaminations, this resource has also been abused. lowa
State University's Extension Service states: “Of nearly 10,000 private waler
supplies tested in lowa in 1981, 40 percent showed unsafe bacterial content, and 20
percent (showed unsafe) nitrate (levels)." It is obvious that water quality should
be a concern in Iowa.

I have felt the detriments of modern farming methods on water purity on a
personal level. My family's shallow well is contaminated with coliform bacteria
and nitrates. They are both likely related to animal waste and chemical fertilizer.
We now must distill our water. Many other rural families face problems with
chemical contamination. The use of pesticides and other farm chemicals should
decrease to protect our drinking water.

Soil and water must be guarded closely to ensure their availability to future
generations. Our precious lifelines must be maintained if our children are to enjoy
the lowa way of life.

f
INCORPORATED

INTRODUCTORY OFFER!

10% oFr

Any purchase when presenting this ad!
Offer Expires November 30, 1986
When hydraulic hose
fails in the field,
you can’t afford
to wailt.

Get hydraulic hose
replacements IN MINUTES from @ ales

MIDWEST TUBE TEK, INC.

P.0. Box 840 (319) 472-5591
1800 West D Street 1-800-255-2255
Vinton, lowa 523{9 Ext. Tube
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The Soil Conservation Office

Conservationists help landowners and land users solve resource management problems on local level

By BRAD HICKS

Times Editor

VINTON— The Soil Conservation Office
here is no different than the others located
around the state and around the nation. It
iIs nothing more than people helping
people.

The conservationists help landowners

and land users solve resource
management problems. Typical
assistance includes erosion control

planning, water management planning,
soil interpretation for site development
pPlanning, farm management and home

site evaluations.

Iowa Soil Conservation Districts coin-
cide with boundaries with the exception of
Pottawattamie County, which is divided
into an east and west district. thus forming
the 100 SCDs in 99 counties.

East district is government by five
commissioners, each from a different
township within the district., The com-
missioners are elected in the general
election on a nonpartisan ballot. They
serve for staggered six year terms and
serve without pay.

The Soil Conservation District:

lncenﬁves\

Continued from page 2

county. Potential erodibility does not take
nto account existing crop m anagement or
conservation practices,

Wetlands are soil areas covered with
standing water or saturated most of the
year, and which support water-loving
plants

Conservation compliance and sodbuster
policies require farmers who request
certain USDA farm program benefits, and
who are farming or plan to farm highly
erodible land, to apply locally approved
conservation plans. The provisions will
have no effect on fa rmers who are alrea dy
USIng an approved conservation plan

Conservation compliance includes “a
grace period for those who are not using a
conservation plan. Farmers who are
currently producing agricultural com-
modities on highly erodible land have until
January 1, 199 tg develop and begin to
apply a conservation plan. They have until
Jan. 1, 1995, to have the plan fully in effect.
If a soil survey is unavailable, producers

DEL HANSON'S
CONSIGNMENT

AUCTION
LATE LISTINGS

have until two years after a survey is
made to be subject to the policy,

SCS personnel will help farmers develop
and apply conservation plans and help
local conservation districts review them.

farmers with highly erodible land or
wetlands have several options:

-They can produce agricultural
commodities on the highly erodible land
without using an approved conservation
plan or produce agricultural com modities
on newly converted wetland and lose their
eligibility for USDA programs,

“They can develop and apply con-
servation plans that will reduce excessjve
€rosion on highly erodible cropland, but
not convert existing wetlands, and retain
their eligiblity for covered USDA
programs

-They may apply to enroll their
highly erodible land in the Conservation
Reserve if they meet program criteria

To find out how these policies affect you,
visit the Benton County SCS Office, across
from the Benton County Fairgrounds on
2nd Avenune in Vinton.

®1979 Fiat (Clean)

240" House Trailer

-----------------------------------

*Vermeer PTO Tiling Machine (Like New)

1963 Mercury-Collectors Item

®|H Ground Drive Manure Spreader (Extrg Nice)

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 215t
10:00 A.M.

3 Miles North of Vinton on Hwy. 150
PHONE 472

-2912

---------------

N

—Provides technical assistance in
planning, design, adherence to
Specifications and maintenance of soil
conservation practices

—Provides resource inventory and
evaluation data to local government units
that have resource planning respon-
sibilities.

—Provides up-to-date education

material and programs for classroom use
and through the mass media.
-Administers state cost-share funds
where the state shares the cost of con-
servation practices with the owner.

per acre per year.

TRENCHING

SPECIALIZING IN:

Field Tiling with Laser Equipment
Road Crossing and Backhoe Work

Bruce Erickson, Owner-Operator
Home: 503 W. 13th St.
Vinton, IA 52349

Phone: 319-472-2473
**************

CONSERVATION PAYS ACCORDING
TO FARM MANAGERS OF

IOWA PRO AG CORP.

The Farm Management Co. assumed management of the
Virginia Gay Hospital Farm operated by Gerald Irwin in
1984. All row crops are now planted on the contour and g
system of no tillage was used in 1986 to help control
erosion. Waterways in 60 acres of the farm were drained
in the spring of 1986 to facilitate contouring.

Before the conservation practices were applied the
soil loss was 14 tons Per acre per year. After the
practices were applied soil loss was reduced to 2 tons per
acre per year. Allowable soil loss on this farm is 5 tons

PRACTICE CONSERVATION

—Coordinates soil, water, and related
resource programs within the district and
€ncourages maximum coordination of
conservation programs.

—Helps plan and treat cropland,
pastureland, woodland, and wildlife
habitat in cooperation with other govern-
ment agencies,

—Establishes and administers soil
loss limit regulations on land within the
district and classifies land in the district
on the basis of topography, soil charac-
teristics, and other factors affecting soil
€rosion.

..........

lowa Pro Ag Corp.

415 A Ave. - Vinton - Phone 472-2176
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Sediment Damage

"'Off-Site Costs of Erosion’’ estimates sediment damage at $47 million a year

AMES — Soil erosion on farm fields is
costly because of lowered agricultural
production, but the eroded soil that is
dumped downstream may be even more
costly, an Towa study shows.

The study, called “"Off-Site Costs of
Erosion,” estimates sediment damage in
lowa at more than $47 million a year.

“We're looking at costs of cleaning

sediment out of drainageways and road
ditches, loss of recreation value in our
streams and lakes, extra costs for treating
drinking water costs that we can get
some Kind of estimate on,” according to
Mike Nethery, Soil Conservation Service
stale conservationist.

The SCS heads an interagency team that
began gathering cost data in 1985.

AG-LIME
Don’t be caught with your pH down

*AG-Lime maximizes fertilizer growing power and herbicide
effectiveness

*AG-Lime improves soil structure, promoting more productive
growth

*Application of AG-Lime lasts 3 to 4 years

*Coots Materials Company has the highest testing AG-Lime
in Benton County plus 25 years experience in custom

application
SPECIAL PRICES THIS FALL

AG-LIME IS THE WORD-WE SPREAD IT AROUND
COOTS MATERIALS CO.
JABENS QUARRY COOTS QUARRY
477-8181 Garrison ~ 472-3046 - 3 miles N. of Vinton

GREAT FOR KITCHENS AND BATHS

® Covers In One Coat
@ Scrub Brush Tough

® Spatter
s Resistant
@ Soap and
ol..ﬂ-uﬂurl' Water
LEQI'III-Gloss ' Cleanup
(RexEnamel )

HUNDREDS OF COLORS
AT NO EXTRA COST!

GREAT FOR HALLWAYS —
LIVINGROOMS —BEDROOMS

@ Covers In One
Coat s
@ Washable
@ Spatier Resistant G AL

BATINTOMNE
COLOMNY'S BEST

Latex Flat
Utmw “ Palnw

® Soap and Water
Cleanup

BENDULL & SONS

915 W. 4th St. - Vinton - Phone 472-4282

“We've always known there were down-
stream costs associated with soil erosion,”

Nethery said, ““but this is the first time

we've made a concentrated effort to get
specific damage estimates.”
The Center for Agricultural and Rural

Development (CARD) at lowa State

Umversity gathered cost data from county
engineers, state agencies, city water
trealment officials and others, and is
analyzing and projecting estimates
statewide

Preliminary results estimate the annual
damage at more than $47 million: $22
million to transportation; $10 million to
recreation, fish and wildlife; $1 million to
municipal water supplies; and more than
$13 million to agricultural land because of
sediment buildup and blocked drainage.

“But those estimates tell only part of the
story,” Nethery said. ""They represent
current annual expenses to ease the
problems, not eliminate them. In most
cases, at least twice as much should be
spent to correct the problems.”

Nethery said road culvert cleanout by
counties is done on a priority basis. Only
the most severe cases are addressed.

The $47 million, mostly public funds, is
more than is being spent each year to
control soil erosion in Iowa. Federal, state
and county cost-share funds are about $15
million a year, or a third of the amount
being spent trying to ease sediment
problems.

“Sediment damage affects each of us,”
Nethery said. “*Money is a concern
because it usually takes tax dollars to ease

EXTRA EFFORT.

Three seats open on
Benton County Soil
Conservation Board

By BRAD HICKS

Times Editor

VINTON Three seats on the
Benton County Soil Conservation
District Board of Commissioners
will be up for grabs this November

The terms of two commissioners,
Paul Anderson and Stan Geiken, will
expire January 1, 1987, In addition, a
third vacancy has been created by
the resignation of Dennis Duello

The individual chosen to [ill the
unexpired term will serve wuntil
January 1, 1988, rather than the
regular six-year term.

Individuals elected in the up-
coming general election will join
incumbents Lee Schrader and
Maynord Krug in guiding the overall
soil and water conservation
program in the county

For more information about the
positions and how to file to get on the
November ballot, contact the Benton
County Soil Conservalion Office at
472-2161.

the problems. Bul there are also aesthetic
problems with sediment. We don’t want to
swim in a muddy lake or stream, or even
picnic by one. As our lakes fill with
sediment, we lose the capacity of the lake.
The problems go on and on.”

The study, to be completed later this
year, details the kinds of damage caused
by sediment and estimates dollar amounts
for specific problems.

EXPECT IT FROM BRENTON.

Ag communities like ours are facing some pretty tough economic
problems these days. And there isn’t anyone who can solve

them all.

But a Brenton banker -- your working banker -- may be able to

solve some of yours.

As some of lowa’s most respected ag specialists, Brenton
bankers have the in-depth knowledge of the economic factors

affecting your livelihood.

They have the insights that come from years of experience
serving the needs of rural customers.,

Most important, though,

they’re committed to making the

extra effort it usually takes to deal effectively with the serious
financial concerns confronting you now.

In times like these, you need a banker who's willing to do more
than just listen to problems. You need a working banker who'll

dig in and solve them.

And, that's who'll you find at Brenton.

=t BRENTON BANK & TRUST CO.
RENTON
@ OF VINTON

Phone 472-2373

The working bank.

Mambear F.D.I.C.
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RYAN KARPISEK and his display.

el

BRSBTS S
Tree Farm System

Joining takes less work than you think,says Meigs

VINTON— Joining the lowa Tree Farm
System requires less work than most
woodland producers may think, according
to Bill Meigs, Benton County Extension
Director.

A tree farm is woodland managed by an
owner for the continuous production of
forest products including broadleafed and
evergreen trees.

Tree growing areas provide watershed
protection, better food and habitat for
wildlife and opportunities for outdoor
recreation, according to Paul Wray, lowa
State University extension forester.

Several standards must be met for Tree
Farm qualification. Meigs said any
woodland owner who starts implementing
wise management decisions now can
qualify in a few years.

Private or small public ownership is
required. The land must be managed for
growth and repeated harvest of forest
crops. The land must be completely
protected from grazing and adequately
protected from fire, insects, and disease.

* Overnight delivery on J.D. & Massey Ferguson Parts
% Tractor & Implement Repair

% Starter & Alternator Repair

* Hydraulic Hoses - Made While You Wait

% Sandblasting % Painting * Metal Fabrication

5 MILES SOUTH OF VINTON-PH. 472-3921

By SHARON ALMQUIST

Times Staff Writer

DYSART—Ryan Karpisek probably
knows more about soil conservation than
most kids his age.

But when you've got the Champion
Benton County soil conservation display
and an award of excellence to go with it, as
well as a blue ribbon from the 1986 [owa
State Fair, that's to be expected.

Karpisek, the 13-year-old son of Larry
and Jean Karpisek of rural Dysart, took all
those honors this year with his ‘'Con-
servation Farm."

A member of the Monroe Happy
Hustlers for the last three years, Karpisek
came up with the idea for his soil con-
servation display from a science project
he did in the 6th grade.

After expanding on his original idea, the
Dysart-Geneseo 8th grade student ended
up with several researched reports and a
large model farm depicting the various
types of soil conservation — including strip
cropping, crop rotation, no-till, wind-
breaks, broadbase terraces, grass
backslope terraces and waterways.

“Iworked on it all winter long when I felt
like working on it,”" Karpisek said. But the
last couple of months were especially busy
for him, as he finished typing his papers
and building the farm.

But the 4-H project wasn't the only soil
conservation research he did this year. In
the spring, Karpisek entered the annual
Benton County Soil Conservation Contest

Champion Display

Ryan Karpisek is 1986 blue ribbon winner

“A farmer has to know
what to do to help
keep his soil in place
and how to control
water problems.”

in the junior division, writing on the topic
of **Soil and Water — Our Lifeline."”

He took first place with his essay at the
district level, and second overall in the
Region 7 competition.

Karpisek — who has a twin brother,
Brian, a younger brother Chad, 9, and a
younger sister, Kelli, 6 — has more than a
passing interest in soil conservation.
That's because he's wants to pursue a
career in farming.

As a farmer, “conservation is a big part
of your farming practice,” Karpisek wrote
in his Conservation Farm report. “A
farmer has to know what to do to help keep
his soil in place and how to control water
problems."

“To save soil he needs to know whether
his land needs terraces,” he continued.

DISPLAY

Continued on page 8

The minimum tree farm area is three
acres for evergreens and five acres for
hardwood stands.

Certification follows inspection by a
professional forester assigned by the Jowa
Tree Farm Committee. Intent and per-
formance of the woodlot owner is im-
portant.

Wray said tree farming is not a get-rich-
quick proposition, but income from forest
land can be doubled or tripled by good
forest management under the Tree Farm
corcept.

Forest products capital gains income
rate is only 40 percent of the rate of or-
dinary income. Wray said tree farms
increase the property value, wildlife
populations and protect streams.

Wray said tree farmers can qualify for
the forest reserve law, making forested
land property tax exempt.

More-information about becoming a tree
farmer is available from Extension
Forestry, 251 Bessey Hall lowa State
University, Ames, Iowa 50011,

Policy. Just call us —
vour Independent
IMT Insurance Agency
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Could you survive a
million-dollar lawsuit?

Probably not. If you think it could never happen to you, think
again. Today, suing for damages is almost a way of life.

But an IMT Personal Umbrella Policy protects you from loss, up
to $1 million or more, plus legal costs. IMT's Umbrella picks up
where your regular liability coverage ends. And the cost is low =
far lower than an expensive damage settlement!

Make sure you survive, with an IMT Personal Umbrella

IMT Insurance Company {Mulual) » Des Moines, lowa

THREE RIVERS INSURANCE

AGENTS:
Dave Vermedahl, Deb Christianson
& Denise Schminke, Shellsburg, 436-2215

120 E. 4th St. - Vinton - Ph, 472-4797

Dave Vermedahl Deb Christianson

>
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Continued from page 7

“This helps to control erosion. He learns
that rotating crops belps build up the soil
and helps prevent insects and diseases to
grow in his soil. He also finds that strip-
cropping helps to stop wind and soil
erosion.”’

In addition, ""He finds that windbreaks
are really necessary to help protect far-
mland."”

“When a farmer has water problems he
finds that his waterways may end up in a
creek or pond. He also finds that tiling
helps control water. This is a good practice
in low-lying areas to help from flooding his
crop ground.”

“A farmer needs to study his own soil
and water problems and then set out to
improve his farming operation,”’ Karpisek
wrote. “'In the long run, he will benefit
from these practices.”

SOO00000

Don’t Fight That
LEAKY RADIATOR
REPAIR NOW

QO000000000000000

o

Lets get
it together:

Before the seasonal rush
Radiator Repair - All Sizes

COTTRELL
RADIATOR REPAIR

212 G Ave. - Vinton - Phone 472-3194

No reason to be puzzled about where to go for
professional insurance service. From coverage
to claims, we're in your picture. We're

economical too.

Auto ® Home © Business ® And On The Farm

Dave Hite

Wilson-Hite Insurance
Vinton - 472-2379

Hartz Insurance
Newhall - 223-5261
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Department of Soil Conservation now under DALS

CUSHING, lowa — The recent reorganization of state government places
responsibility for the protection of soil and water resources under the same
authority as the responsibility for agricultural production and promotion, ac-
cording to Elvie Dreeszen, chairperson of the State Soil Conservation Committee
(SSCC).

“The 1986 lowa Code recognizes, as conservation - minded farmers have long
known, that protection of these resources must be a vital part of the entire
agricultural operation,” he said. '

Under the 1986 bill, the Department of Soil Conservation (DSC) became the
division of soil conservation within the new Iowa Department of Agriculture and
Land Stewardship (DALS).

Dreeszen, who farms near Cushing, leads the SSCC in making administrative
rules for the division of soil conservation and advising the division on policy
maftters. The division administers the state cost-share program for soil con-
servation, supports the 100 soil conservation districts, assists the water resource
district boards (formerly the conservancy district boards) in water management
and regulates coal mining in Iowa, among other duties.

“According to the 1986 revision of the Iowa Code,"" Dreeszen said, “it is the
legislature’s policy to integrate the conservation of soil and water resources into
the production of agricultural commodities to ensure the long-term protection of
the soil and water resources of the state of [owa.”

In addition to the division of soil conservation, the new DALS includes a broad
range of agricultural activities, from commodity support sections to the state fair.
brucellosis testing and the Agricultural Development Authority, among other
responsibilities

Dreeszen said this year's reorganization marks a significant development in
lowa soil and water conservation, noting that other major changes occurred in 1939
and 1970.

In 1939 the lowa Legislature passed the Soil Conservation Districts Law and
created the SSCC. [owa was one of the first states in the country to form soil con-
servation districts (SCDs). Today, Iowa’s 100 SCDs are led by 500 locally elected
district soil conservation commissioners.

"By 1970 agriculture and state cost-share programs to support soil con-
servation work were expanding rapidly,”” Dreeszen said. The DSC was formed that
year to administer soil and water conservation programs carried out by the
districts. The SSCC continued its policy-making role.

The governor continues to appoint the SSCC's nine voting members for six-
year terms. Dreeszen said reorganization gained the committee one new voting
member, a farmer-operator of a tree farm. Ex officio SSCC committee members
include the director of the Cooperative Extension Service and the director of the
Department of Natural Resources, or their representatives, Committee advisers
are USDA and lowa County Engineers' Associaltion representatives
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LEASING

LEASE - Kill Bros No. 350 Gravity Box
w/Kewanee 8T Gear 11.00Lx15 Tires
$570°° YEAR
LEASE - Kill Bros No. 375 Gravity Box
w/12T Gear 12.5Lx16 Tires
$799°° YEAR
LEASE - Parker No. 4800 Gravity Box
528 Bu. w/16T Gear 19.Lx16.1 Tires
$1,570 YEAR
LEASE - Kewanee 56 - 8" Auger w/new Tires

$849°° YEAR

ALL LEASES ARE ON A 5-YEAR CONTRACT
W/5-EQUAL PAYMENTS.
THEN YOU OWN THE MACHINE.

DAVIS IMPLEMENT CO.

SALES & LEASING

Ph, 472-470
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Secretary’s Message

By ROBERT H. LOUNSBERRY,
lowa Secretary of Agriculture
Soil and Water Conservation Week, Sept. 14-20, 1986, is a good time to
remind ourselves that Iowa's economic well-being depends directly upon the
protection of its soil and water resources.
lowa's role as food producer for the world depends upon the presence of
that one rich layer of fertile topsoil. Likewise, the health of Towans and the
state’s economic development depend upon a safe and viable water supply
If we continue to lose an estimated 10 tons of topsoil per acre per year
through intensive roweropping or unprotected soils, that layer of topsoil will
quickly disappear — and so will the productivity of our farms. If we continue
to per mit the contamination of underground water supplies, 90 percent of our
drinking water will become unusable
More public awareness and economic support are necessary for Iowa to
develop and maintain long term soil and water conservation programs.
Information and technical help for using soil conservation practices and
systems are available through Iowa’s 100 soil conservation district offices.

The six water resource district boards of the major watershed areas can _

help coordinate solutions to water management problems.

But the task of conserving our soil and water resources now and for the
future belongs to more than farmers. It belongs to all who benefit from
lowa's agricultural bounty and to all who use water. Public support is
needed from a broad range of consumers and taxpayers who understand the
importance of protecting the food and water supply, and are willing to help
pay the price for their protection.

Farmers may be a minority, but the majority depend on them for food,
fiber and maintenance of major land and water resources.

Today, approximately 50 percent of Iowa cropland is farmed with some
kind of protective measure against erosion. With increased public
awareness and support for soil and water conservation, we want to see the
other 50 percent — and all groundwater — protected in time to preserve
lowa’s real wealth, its soil and water.

Protection for
groundwater

AMES — “We tend to forget about
groundwater because it :s hidden below
ground, but it is one of Iowa's most
valuable basic natural resources,” ac-
cording to Tom Glanville, Iowa State
University Extension agricultural
engineer.

— More than 99 percent of the water:

Hook up to the best implement
for reducing soil erosion...

the Krause Chisel Plow Stalk Slicer.

._.r_‘,,.:.--‘

A8 .I |
Rigid Models - 9" to 17, Flex-Wing Models - 17’ to 25’

REDUCE EROSION, COMPACTION
AND FUEL COSTS -

HOOK UP WITH THE TILLAGF INNOVATORS

CHECK WITH US BEFORE YOU BUY <~avs=

ROMMANN TRACTOR CO.

““When In Rome Do As The Romans Do. While In Vinton,
See What The Rommanns Will Do’’
Phone 472-3145 - Vinton, lowa

An auto parts store.
And more.

HARVEST SALE ‘86

used for livestock production and rural GO'NG ON "ow AT V|"70" FARM & A“TO

domestic needs comes from wells.

— Wells supply more than 80 percent of
the water used for irrigation in Iowa.

— More than B0 percent of water
delivered by Iowa’s municipal water
systems comes from the ground.

— Excluding electrical power generator

waler, 70 percent of the water pumped by
industrial water supplies in [owa comes
from the ground.

Glanville said groundwater is Iowa’'s
most widely used water resource because
of its high quality and accessibility.

SA CHAIN & CABLE
stations, which rely heavily on surface % ‘-"ﬂ‘ l“BRICANT

$318

TRACTOR BELT

SEAT
CUSHION DRESSING

Unlike surface runoff that flows directly
into lakes or streams, rainfall must per-

colate through several feet of soil before .I : SAFETY

reaching groundwater table. As water

migrates slowly through tiny soil pores, EMBLEM

contaminants such as silt, algae and
bacteria become trapped in the soil. This

water a high-quality water resource
requiring less treatment than water from
lakes or streams.

Groundwater is co -«derably more

natural filtering process makes ground- 2 $48’

CHOKE -
CI.E:NER " /| STEERING

_, &7 WHEEL
$ .I . : KNOB

accessible, he said. Low-capacity wells

G o e S el gt THESE ARE JUST A SAMPLE OF THE MANY ITEMS ON SALE

business needs can be drilled at most
locations in Iowa.

Higher capacity wells, suitable for VINTON FARM & AUTO

municipal and industrial water demands.
have been successfully constructed
throughout most of Towa except the
southern and western areas where ex-

Frank Van Steenhuyse

(NAPA)
B14 W. 4th St. - Vinton Malci w—

“PEOPLE COME FIRST" Jodsend

reme depth and high mineral content 472-4697 (Home) (472-4638 (Home)

make high capacity wells costly to con-
straet and maintain.
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An aerial view of the Sage property distinctly shows where terraces are being and have been constructed.

The hard workers.

parts must be depend-
able. Ask for BCA
Agricultural Bearings,
and you’ll get quality
and performance that
keeps your equipment

Rely on BCA for the
right Agricultural Bear-
ings with the right
quality. This bearing
line includes precision
products for traétors,

harrows, harvesters, In the field.

balers, trenching equip-

ment and more. For BCA®

this work, replacement Agnqultur al
Bearings

Distributed by:

G & G AUTO PARTS

207 W. 3rd St. - Vinton - Ph. 472-5201

DON'T FORGET - FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE
WE ARE OPEN ON SUNDAYS - NOONTO 4 P.M.

® FEDERAL
MOGUL

R R R RN A R R R NN N R T T L

|||||||||

...............

.....................
11111111111111111111111111111111111111111

TERRA
is ready to
test your soil
and 1s
equipped

to supply
all your

N-P-K

needs.

CONTACT YOUR TERRA REPRESENTATIVE:

Kevin Art

Boddicker

Sages add terraces

Terraces save
water, soil,
and headaches

By FAITH BROV/N

Times Staff Wri er

NEWHALL— ‘'Vhenever it rains or
snows the water ‘s not the only thing that
disappears, alon ; with it goes the topsoil
that farmers use to grow the crops we eat.

Erosion has I sen a problem for farmers
for hundreds of vears. Erosion has
stripped half «( the original 16 inches from
Iowa's slopirg farmland in the last cen-
tury. The retaaining topsoil will be gone in
another hundred years if the present rate
of erosion continues.

Terraci g is just one of the ways used by
modern [armers to combat the erosion
problem.

The primary use of a terrace syetem is
to reduce sheet erosion on cropland fields.
The runoff caught can give a real boost in
dry years and can reduce lowland flooding
in wel years.

Terracing itself comes in three forms:
broad base; grass backslope and narrow
base.

Terraces can be built in a variely of
designs to fit most fields and farming
operations. ;

On unprotected slopes farmers are

TERRACES

McLaughlin

2»Terra

Good things for

Hwy. 218 North - Vinton -

Continued on page 11

T
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Dwight
Tumilty

the land.
Phone 472-2343
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Continved from page 10

losing twice as much soil as the amount of
corn produced each vear

One area farmer, Tim Sage, has used the
narrow-base terracing system to save the
soil on thé land he farms near Newhall.

“We decided to go with the narrow-base
system because it took more land out of
production,’ said Sage. "'The terraces are
12 to 15 wide where the grass backslopes
are only about eight feet wide.” He added
that Lowell Mahr of Vinton had con-
structed the terraces on the land.

“The terraces keep the soil at the top of
the slopes instead of in the valleys,” he
said. “The terraces break the big slopes
into little slopes so the water doesn’t have
far to go before going down one of the
intakes and through the tile.”

The narrow base terracing may be built
on slopes up to 14 percent. With this system
the intake pipes are not out in the cropland
and in the way of the tractors.

Moneywise the narrow-base is the lowest
cost of the three types and takes the least
amount of soil moved during the con-
struction.

According to Sage the narrow-base
terrace cost only a $1 a foot to build. **That
doesn’t include all the tile and things
needed to finish the system.”

In the last few years Sage has put over
14,000 feet of land into narrow-base
terraces. This year 6,000 feet have been
terraced and during the past four years
another 8,300 was terraced.

However, on the negative side of this
type, - the maintenance of narrow-base
terracing is more difficult.

But narrow-base has a safety advantage
other types don't, Neither the steep
foreslope or the backslope are farmed.

All terraces are designed to hold at least
two inches of runoff of rain from the

You

IN ONE WEEKEND
CAN IMPROVE YOUR
OME FOR LIFE!

Professionally insulate your home

with the safest material available- U S

Fiber Insulation - and save money by

doing it yourself. You can rent one of

our machines for clean, efficient in-

stallation. Make your home a
warmer investment.

McDowells

Building Materials
420 2nd Ave.-Vinton-Ph. 472-2363.
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“The terraces keep the
sotl at the top of the
slopes instead of in
the valleys.”

contributing area,

One of the keys to successful terracing of
farmland is the outlets used. The ideal
natural outlet consists of dense sod
protected from overgrazing or other
damage.

On most Towa soils, water caught by the
terrace must drain into a tile outlet or
grassed waterway. The terrace channel is
graded to the lowest point where water is
safely removed.

Of course, on some soils, the soil itself is
the only outlet needed. The terrace is built
with closed ends and a level channel.
Water soaks into the soil fast enough
without harming crops planted in the
terrace storage area.

Where possible, terraces are built
parallel to each other to eliminate point
rows and facilitate farming.

Other types of terracing available to
area farmers are:

Broad base: This type allows farming
over the entire terrace and may be built on
slopes up to eight percent,

This type of construction is the most
expensive and more soil is moved during

average
attic can be upgraded for
as little as $2090*

*Based on R-19 (Five inches of
additional U S Fiber Insulation
per 1200 Squara Feet of attic

Spaca)
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construction. The construction also results
In steeper landslopes.

Grass backslope: This form of terrace
has a steep backslope which isn't farmed
and may be built on slopes up to 18 percent.

The backslope method provides a flatter
area to farm. Because of this, construction
requires less soil than broadbase.

“There are not that many farms around
the county that have terraces," said Sage.
“There are a couple of farms south of
Vinton that have terraces and then some
more in the southern part of the county

The Future Of The Land

CONSERVE SOIL-STOP EROSION!

near Hannen Lake

“That area has been pumped and with
the terraces they can be sure that the
water will not seep back.” he said.

In 1981 when Sage and his father first
looked into the idea of terracing there were
a number of people looking into it. **When
we went up to the ASCS office this year to
work on this terracing project ours was
really the only .major project that the
office was working on. I'm sure there were
a few others, but I don't think those in-
volved as much land.”

i
Bl
FRdiidiarnn

When you have a problem,whether it be soil erosion or soil buildup,
and need consultation contact the Department of Agriculture
representative for your area, he will be happy to assist you. The
longer erosion is left unchecked, the larger the problem becomes
to return soil to productive condition.

PROTECTING THE Farmer’s property...Means of
production and profits...is our job. It’s g job that
Is constantly changing to meet the needs of
progressive agriculture. 116 years of service to
Benton County Farmers.

Hwy. 218 North

AGENTS:

Wilson-Hite Ins., Inc., Vinton
Bill Strong, Vinton

Henry Van Eschen, Vinton
Tom Van Eschen, Vinton

FARMUTUAL

EDEN MUTUAL INS.
ASSOCIATION

Vinton

AFFILIATED WITH GRINNELL MUTUAL REINSURANC

Phone 472-2381

Van Horne Ins. Agency, Van Horne
Park-Drahn Agency, Inc., Belle Plaine
Lutz Ins. Agency, Van Horne

Bankers Ins. Agency, Tama

E CO., Grinnell, lawa
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THIS MAP SHOWS CROPLAND AREAS THAT ARE CURRENTLY ERODING AT CRITICAL RATES OF AT LEAST 10

WIND EROSION
B SHEET & RILL EROSION

B WIND & SHEET/RILL EROSION

Courtesy Soil Conservation Society of America

ACHPRTS IS LITERS

Motor Oil goes the distance in
diesel or gasoline engines. Run with
the protection that has helped
18-wheelers go over 600,000 miles
without engine

overhauls.

( CONOCO)

HOTTEST BRAND GOING

'ANDERSON OIL, INC.

ﬁ
%
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; Conoco Fleet Supreme 15W-40
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704 C Ave. -

Lubncants are the
ifeblood of your
machmery. Conoco
makes every drop
count. Just four multi-
purpose Conoco
lubricants may
be all you need to
protect all your

plant’s equipment. Let

us help you save money,

simplify maintenance
——

and reduce your
mventory of lJubnicants.

CHECK OUR
PRICES

CONOCO MAKES
EVERY DROP COUNT

Vinton - Phone 472- 3384

TONS PER ACRE ANNUALLY

Super premum all season
protection for gas and
diesel car engines. Friction
modified to save gas.

SIZES:

55 Gallon Drum
30 Gallon Drum
5 Gallon Pails
Gallon Jugs

Quarts by the Case
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