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IDA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

ANNUAL REPORT 

July I, 1979toJune 30, 1980 
FINANCIAL REPORT 

I M Budget (State Appropriaterl) 

6£ ni<~ionE>.r!; exp(>n~es, mileage etc 

1) ~~~upphes 

Pr s for conte<;ts 
R d for mt-l·tings 
Qf "('XPl"hS('S 

\I ing e~penses 
To t>:tpt.>nd('d 

ud,wt (State Appropriated) 

SMI<lry 

s mi~t'Uf.te and expt.•nses 
e I.'QUipment and repairs 
l.':tpt>nded 

3M Budget (State Appropriated) 

666.19 
443.00 
300.60 
227.50 

63.00 
160.38 
444.95 

2,305.62 

s 12,051 10 
47 .34 

861.87 
$ 12,960.31 

~0 Allocation 
s oblignt(>d (or con~ervalion practices 
oligatt'd funds 

$ 54,000.00 
$39,355.97 

ll\t Budgt.>t !State Appropriated) 

Statt· \lloc.ltlon 11973·1980) 
med tund:'l to datt.• $6,891.43 
s spent (1 t lh~C>n.·ation Practices to date 

July I 1979toJune30, 1980 

s 14,644 o.l 

359,-130.85 

S337 R95.39 

\\ 1\HHSIIED MAINTENANCE fUND 
fll~>ld m Trust by the District for ~1aintenance 

of Wat(•rshed Structures) 

$1,859.93 
• 632.75 

.July 1, 1919toJune30. 19~0 

m:N!.RAL FUND 

( h on Hand, July 1 l'J19 
f'lpt!l 
m Gem·rnl SovmgH 
OJ Sales 
sales tal ron~~ted 
2M rei.mhur .cmt-nts 
enditUfl'S 
Sales Ta:ot 

~~~::s~ B~::Jwn 1• 

"" raw(,>rd CreE-k \\' S trees) 
~c Equ1pmt·nt & rt.·puirs 

f ce SupphP<~ 
~e L pense 
at ions & ( 'ontt·st prizes 
l.mis~IOnPr9 l'Xpl•nSe 
c OU('S 

ional Dut>s 
door ('lu-.srooms 
stnptiODS 
· Booth ex pen~<· 
tractor~ dinners 
Stt>wardsh1p \latt.•rial 

JUal Rt•port 
}eneral Pa':l<~book Savings 
h on Hand, Jum• 30. 1980 
5 Book Sa\'ings 
1cral Timt> Ccrtificatto 

11,000.00 
7.951.90 

238.57 
1,813.99 

506.47 
4,246.25 
9,500.00 

328.31 
424.52 
316.75 
329.88 
131 .46 
150.00 
150.00 
54.98 
26.50 
45.00 

187.68 
148.22 
172.00 

1.500.00 

580.3·1 
2,492.68 

618 86 
!,iVO.Oo 

724.66 
s0.140.7l 
5,908.12 

505.02 
1.700.00 
8.113.1-1 

s 1,502.65 
21,004 ·16 

s 18.218.02 

·1,289.09 
11 ,946.4R 
2,000.00 

SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT ACTIVIT!ES 
FISCAL YEAR JULY 1, 1979-June30,1980 

CONSERVATION EDUCATION 

ponsor Ida County 6th grade outdoor classroom. 
ponsor Ida County So.il Conservation Art. Contest = !202.50, 
ponsor Ida County So•l Conservation Speech Contest - $50.00 
irst placto> award to S~ve Sick, Ida Grove. 

.,1 ~a-sponsor C~nservat1on Tillage Meeting with Ida County 
xtension Serv1ct> 

5 .. ontribute to and u.ssist with the Northwest Iowa Lutheran 
linisters · Conservation Day at Cherokee. 

6 Host a Soil Stewardship Week breakfast for Ida County 
1inisters. 

7 l>rovide all churches in Ida County with Soil Stewardship 
Ul.terials. 

CONSERVATION AWARDS 

•cted the following individuals for these awards: 
tare Cox Pennanent Agnculture Program - Fanner Award _ 
Pat. McGuire. Roland Jensen and Murl and Keith Brown. 

Vil~life Habitat • LeRoy D~se 
rogress \\'inner · Vern Re1lz 
hort Cou r~e. Award· Rex Williams 
egional Wmner • Iowa Soil Conservation Achievement 
Program - Roland Jensen 

FISCAL YEAR 1979 - 1980 

TOPSOIL - GOING, GOING ....... .. 

100 years ago Today 

SCD OFFICE STAFF 

SOil CO~SER\'ATJON DISTRICTSTAFF--Ftoat L·R: Clarence 
"Uutrh'' Kroft, Soil Conservation Technician; Rasaell Hatz, Soil 
Cumwnutioni'tt; and Lou Collins, District Clerk·Jypir;t. Bock, L·R: 
Dun Kuuffman , Di~otrict Conservationist; and Randall Sohm, Soil 
Con>H·nution Technician. 

SOIL CONSERVATION PRACTICE 
\(TOMPLISHMENTS ·CALENDAR YEAR 1979 

SPw Coorwrators - No. 
Con. t"rvation plans Acres 
Contouring - Acres 
<iraSSf'd \\' at('rway- Acr~s 
Drainag(' Tile- Miles 
f'unn:<tL•ad Windbreaks - Acres 
TL•rtact"s. ~filL'! 

DISTRICT MEETINGS 

19 
1116 

157 
41.2 
14.6 
17.2 
61.6 

. District ~t·p~~sentatives attended two regional meetings: one in 
C h£'roke~ ~~ r\on~mbcr and another in March at I.e Mars. 

11w dtstnct .holds a r.e~lar meeting on the fourth Tuesday of 
:h:n"'~~;~~,.~;~s~~ d1stnct office, and call-special meetings 

POSSIBLE CONSERVATION TILLAGE FUNDS 
FOR IDA COUNTY 

A group of ldn County conservationists wiU know by October 7th 
if they ha~e b~l'n selected to receive cost-sharing funds for using 
c~nsC'r\·atJOn hllage on their farms, according to Don Kauffman 
Dl'>tnct Con•wrvationist at Ida Grove. ' 
. :\ po~io.n of ~al~a Twp. w~s. nomi!lated by the Ida County Soil 

Cn!lM-nutJon D1stnct to part.ICJ~ate m thf' " Iowa. Till" program 
Th1' program, established m 1979, authorizes the low~ 
DPpart.mcnt of Soil Conserva~ion to use up to 10 per cent of its 
~nnual cost-share appropriatiOn for $30.00 per acre, one-time 
1~centm: payments to landowners practicing minimum or mulch 
hll~ftt.>. In retum, landowners agree to maintain at least 50% 
W!o.Jdut• cove~ on the field surface immediately after planting for a 
fivt>-yc.ar penod. Participating landowners must ~lace at least half 
of t.h.etr row crop acres und.er the " Iowa Till" program 1n 
~~~:~~~· all fanning operattons: must be conducted on· the 

Soil co":sl•rvation districts and the Iowa Department of Soil 
Consl'natJOn ha.d previously been r~stricted to COat-sharing only 
on tht> t.·onst~chon of p(>nnanent soil conservation measures like 
terraces, . t.•d1ment control basins and gras!!ed waterways. 
, A~pro~1mately. 1~.'000 acres in seven soil conservation districts 
u nt( red Iowa T11l contracts during the 1980 cropping season . 
More than 11.9 landowners are using more then kOO 000 f th 
$500,000 eva1lahle this year. ' 

0 
e 

.In the ?n•a nominated by the Ida County Soil Conservation 
~Jstnc~. 13 fa~~rs have shown a strong interE-St in participating 
m tht.• l~wa T11l program and stand to collect over $82 000 from 
the ont' lime ~30.00 per acre payment . ' 

Tht.• rt.•aso~~ for a one-time payment, acCOrding to Don 
Kauffman, D•st.nct Conservationist, is to help farmers defray the 
co-.t.. of ronverhng to a conservation tillage system. "Iowa Till" is 
only om: of several programs available to landowners from 
ft>dernl. "~ate and local government. Nearly $H. 7 million is being 
:n't~~~-~.~:~~~:. annually for various form!! of cost-share payments 

SOIL CONSERVATION BOARD .. -F,onl , L·R ' Bu•delle 
Knudsen, vice chairman; Lester Vobs, chairman; and Ramon 
Johnson. Back, L-It ~ Harlen Dau"d and George Hartley. 

WATERSHED DEVELOPIVIENT 

I Secured approval for Planning Priority from Little Sioux Works 
Committee Meeting for Elk Creek, Odebolt Creek and Badger 
Creek Watersheds. 

2 Sponsored information meetings in nine local watersheds. 
3. Crawford Creek Recreation Area - Contract for recreation and 

camping area and equipment. 

WINDBREAK DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 

Sold tr('C and !!hrub! to landowners for windbreak 
e~ta'?li-;hmt·nl A:,;"i"t~d !neal Plant Iowa Program Committee in 
d1slnbutmJ( [r('(! tnt" to aU 6th and 6th gT&der., Also conducted 
mfnnnot1nn !i(>"<:lon Y'lth the c:t udents 

STATE COST-SHARE DISTRIBUTION 

The locaJ district received $54,000.00 cost-share funds for FY 
1980. The commissioners have determined that terraces are first 
priority. As of June 30, 1980, $40,025.97 of that had been 
allocated for terrace construction. 

IDA COUNTY 

SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

CRITICAL NEEDS AREAS 

A • 0-4 T/A 

8 - 5-14 T/A 

C - 15 and over T/A 

Soi 1 losses 1n tons 
per acre per year 

under the present 

rotations and 

managenent. 

IOWA 
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A CONSERVATIONIST I"OREVER··I-Iarlen Oausel, alte r serving 14 yean as a member of 
the Ida County Soil Conser\IBtion Board, likes to think of himself as a conservationist 
forever, despite hho approaching reti rement from the board . 

M termces are behind the 
windbreak. 

Now Dausel would like to 
see the fl'deral government 
st~p up its support of all 
conservation work, at least to 
75 per cent cost. "They 
sub~idize everything else," 
he declares. "I think our 
land is the most important 
natural rt.'source we have. I 
se(' mort.• pt"'ple getting 
interestt•d in Mil conserva­
tion than 14 years ago. 
Tht-y'n• bt"ginning to realite 
thl' thin spot' are getting 
thmner '' Tht" costs for 
fertilizer ulso un• increa.!>:ng, 
Dausel adds 

\lthou~h plenty busy on 
lhl• farm, Dauo;t>l also Cind!i 
time to !.-t'rve hi" community 
He is an elder at the St. Paul 
Lutheran Church at Midway 
and was thP firc;t male 
Sunday School sup<>rinten­
dent en•r to aN"Vl' in the 
church . He hA!t been sl'rving 
a" \ice chairman of tht• Little 
Sioux Watt>rshed, which 
includes Ida and ~evcral 

e other countie~ 

Dennis, in the Air Force in 
Washington; Merle ''Butch'' 
Dausel of Battle Creek; Do~ 
of Battle Creek; and Byron of 
Battle Creek. 

Romon Johnson after 
eight years agrees with 
Dausel that terrace work 
must continue to be the 
priorit)· for the Ida Soil 
Conservation Board. He has 
a couple of miles of terraces 
on his farm and also has 
been using the Buffalo till 
method since 1970 to save 
Lhe MiL "We've really 
pushed terraces, but we 
haven't even scratched the 
surface. I'd like to <;ee aU of 
Ida county terraced." 

Wall'rways are good, 
Johnson say!'!, but he adds, 
'"I feel you have to keep the 
water up on the hilL" He 
also i! concerned with the 
planting of more wind­
break!<- ·'We really need a 
lot of trees." 

soil conservation. Large 
equ ipment is hurting the 
farmers in many ways by 
destroying more of the land, 
he says. 

For the past eight years, 
Johnson ha! sandwiched the 
Soil Conservation Commis­
sion meetings into his week 
every third Tuesday, along 
wilh his commilmenl to the 
Holstein Co-op Elevator 
Board, which he has served 
for 10 years. He has been 

EIGHT YEARS OF SERVICE--Ramon Jobnson of rural Ida 
Grove wiiJ be leaving his post on tbe Ida Soil Conservation 
Board after serving for eight years. An election of new 
commissioners is set for the November general. 

president of the board and 98'<e the soil. 
has been active on the One of the highlights of 
Holstein Methodist Church the Soil Conservation Board 
Board He also was a 4-H mf'Ptings is an annual 
leader with the Logan Hot ml"l'ting with the ministers 
Shots for five years. of the county to show them 

Johnson farms apprOJU· ~hJI good and bad soil 
mately 620 acres, with 3GO in conservation practice! are at 
corn, 125 in beans, 35 in oa~ work in Ida County. "That 
and another 35 in hay. The gOt•§ along with soil steward­
balance is pasture on which stup." Johnson say! 
Johnson keep! a beer cow The retiring commis~ioner 

he~t:~~~s;;:iionist began ,r..: he S:1~ld ~~~~~"~:t~~~ 
fanning m 1954 in Logan Comm1!'-.10n obta1.n more 
Township and has been on federal funds for SOil conser­
his present farm since 1964. vation work The legislation 
Even after retiring from the 
Soil Con!ervation Commis-
~ion, Johnson says he will 

is enacted, but ofLen there 
are no funds with which to 
carry it out, he says. 

The Johnsons are the 
parents of three children; 
Leanne Hammer, R.N.; J oni, 
a compute r programmer; 
and Randy, a junior at Iowa 
Stale University in public 
service agriculture work, 
pr(>paring (or o care~r in 
extension or other agrl·relat­
(•d work 

Trees: Ida's 

limited Resource 
Ida County has a severe 

shortage of trees, says 
Russell J-latz, Soil Conserva­
tionist with the Ida County 
Soil Conservation Service 
iSCS). 

With less than 2,000 
actual acres of woodland in 
the county, he's probably 
right. After coming from an 
area that was predominately 
forest, Hatz has a good basis 
for his assessment. 

Hatz is currently a soil 
conservationist with the SCS 
even though he graduated in 
Forest Management from 
Iowa State University in 
1975 

After gTaduating, Hatz 
joined the Peace Corps as a 
volunteer in Liberia. He 
spent hi! first year as a 
district forester and his 
second Leaching at the 
Liberian Forest Ranger 
Training Institute. 

After completing his 
Peace Corps service, Hatz 
moved to Neah Bay, Wash., 
where he worked for the 
Makah Indian Tribe and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs as a 
forester. 

Although the climate and 
soibrin Ida County don't lend 
themselves to the growing of 
commercial timber, a need 
for increased tree planting 
does exist, according to 
Hatz ... Few farmsteads in 
the county have adequate 
windbreaks, and the few 
woodlots that exist could be 
greatly improved with prop­
er forest management," he 
adds. 

With the demand for fuel 
wood in Iowa rising, it pays 
to look upon your windbreak 

or woodlot as a source of 
income to be managed. 
''Nobody' s going to get rich 
off of a 1.5 acre windbreak, 
but why let what little profit 
that can be realized rot on 
the ground, asks Hatz. 

More than weed seeds can 
be harvested from those odd 
comers in a fann. Although 
the 20 to 40 required to get a 
finished timber product is a 
long time, benefits from 
wooded areas can be realized 
almost immediately. Trees 
not only break the wind and 
anchor the soil, they also 
serve as sources of food and 
shelter for wildlife. 

Several progyams are 
available in Iowa to assist 
people interested in ma.nag­
ing small woodlots. Along 
with Russell Hatz of the SCS, 
Joe Schwartz of the Iowa 
Conservation Commission is 
available Lo assist individu­
als with free advice concern­
ing woodlot management 
and marketing. 

The cost of managing 
timber or improving forest 
land can be reduced through 
services and benefits avail­
able to private woodlot 
owners. These include: (1) 
Stale Forest Nursery of 
lowb, which provides ine~:­
pensive trees for planting 
programs; (2) Forestry In­
centive Program , which is a 
federal cost-sharing program 
for woodland development 
and improvement: (31 Iowa 
Forest Reserve Law limits 
tax evaluation of woodland to 
$14.82 per acre; and (4) 
income from forest land can 
be treated as capital gains 
rather than ordinary income. 

IN THE PIONEER RECORD & Express. 

It's One Wey ro K.Hp the Business Whet• It Belongs -- ., Home. 

The naust>ls have six 
children: Colleen Brown of 
BaUlt~ \r~k Mrs. Doug 
!Laurell Nailor of Carson; 

Helping to organize the 
Lorwm-Logan Watershed 
through the past years has 
bren one of the highlights of 
Joha1son's Soil Conservation 
Commission work, he says 
But he says there is still a 
need for more education on 

continue to farm the way he 
has and do what he can to SOIL IS MONEY M·-· wi!A t:1J'e .. d8f/Uij THE LAND THAT 

I PROVIDES YOUR 
( / LIVELIHOOD 

~oollhholcho-!ltl ef 

pol•nllollnril• pr.do.ldl 

-Iii"'• IJ'r...,ngueps 
lrugohng.,.pio"'"'' 

.... h.lp! ..... , 

ow lond rich oncl 

'•"•'• lllftdlll"'"'"' 
,.....,.~ ...... 

using the proper fertilizer, in the proper amounts, at 
the right time adds greatly to the conditioning of your soil • 
for better profits . 

CO-OP Can Supply Tltls Service 
We have the knowledge and capabilities to offer you 

the best fertilizer serv;ce anywhere 

See us today--

CO•OPINC. 
(NrtciiOIIIJrl/e. Galun. Holsre1n. Ida Grout. Kiron 

Protect Your Farm Profits Now! 
Practice Soil Conservation 
Your land is your investment - protect it and your profits with good Soil 

Conservation practices . Provide good drainage , use contour plowing, rotate 
crops and plant cover crops. In these and other ways, you make sure that 
farm land will be productive - profitable always . 

Keep Your Farm Future Bright I 

Office at Battle Creek Ph. 365-434i 
Ida Grove Ph. 364-3181 
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T 1ree Running for Soil Posts 
!l~Je~l't'candidat 
C or a ~:~cJ: 

'T\'alion 
II when 
nes on 

1 ballot 

('Jwrokl'l.' Countv !rom H)62 
to 1 97~. The· 57-year-old 
farm., 196 acres, a ll in com . 

Il l• nlso hns a £arrow-to­
liQish hog operation. His 
hohhy is collecting antique 
loob, gasoli ne engines and 
c.:urs, 

For more than 25 years, 
D<'g('n has been farming on 
the contou r and thinks 
conservation needs a ll the 
help it can get. 

The candidate is a mem­
ber of the adult education 
board in Holstein, n past 
member of the Holstein 
Library Board and belongs to 
the Ida County Pork Produc­
ers. He also is active in the 
Holstein Kiwanis Club and 
The Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Church. 

The candidate has a 
simple reason for running: 
"I've gotten a lot of benefit 
from the Soil Conservation 
office. I thought maybe it 
was time to give something 
in return 

LeRoy Dose is the second 
candidate running for a Soil 
Conservation post. He raises 
corn and beans on his 
200-ac-re farm in Logan 
Township and includes hay 
and oats in rotation. Dose 
and his wife, Helen, take 
pride in their wildlife habi­
tat, located in the Corwin­
Logan Watershed in the 
northPast comer of their 

fa rm 
In 1978, they officially 

signed an Iowa Wildlife 
Habitat Development Agree­
ment. A wildlife biologist 
from the state has helped the 
Doses with the planti ng of 
trees and shrubs in the area 
for the- past three springs. 
The cundidate now is plan­
ning to build a structu re at 
his furm. 

This past July, Dose was 
awarded the Wildlife Habitat 
honors from the Ida Soil 
Conservation District. In 
1966, Dose received an 
award for general conserva­
tion terrace work. 

He grew up on his present 
farm, his parents having 
moved to the Ida County 
hmd in 1940. In 1965, the 
Doses started building a 
windbreak. which includes 
honeysuckle. spruce and 
Concolor fir. 

The Doses have about 80 
acres of corn. 50 in soybeans 
and 15 in hay. They also 
raise hogs. 

1'he couple has three 
children: Mrs. Carl {Ellen) 
Schable, 25; Larry, 26; and 
Dan, 22. 

The candidate not only 
loves wildlife but also is an 
avid hunter. He says he is 
running for a position on the 
board ''basically because 
I'm interested in conserva­
tion and believe in it.·' 

Roger Schmidt at 51 sar,5 Schmidt also strip crops a 
he would like to be a SOil j)ortion of his farm. 
Conservation Board member The native of Ida County 
because of his strong inter- has been farming at his 
est in conservation of the Rattle Township acres since 
l'ioil. "Soil and water really 1953. Today he farms 400 
are our most important acres, growing mostly corn 
commodities. I feel our Joss and soybeans. He also has a 
in this area has been greater cow-calf herd of 45 cows. 
than in most parts of Iowa.:· !he Schmidts have four 
fie says another reason he IS ch1l~ren: Tony, 23; Sara, 21; 
running for a sent is bec~use Dav1d, 18; and George, 15. 
he would like to see t he L1ttle Schmidt has been a 
Sioux Watershed completed. member of the Ida County 
Time is running out on the REC Board and has been 
project, and federal doll '!"s active on his church board. 
will end in the 1990 s, ROGE R SCHMJD'r 
Schmidt explains. 

On his own farm, he has 
been practicing conservation 
for several years. He has 
about a mile of level terroces 
and diversion terraces, hav­
ing completed the last of the 
terraces last year. He also 
has been practicing mini­
mum tillage for IS years. 

Schmidt has two ponds on 
his land, with two grade or 
diversion terraces at each of 
the ponds. "It keeps a lot of 
water off my lowlands.'' 

Alcohol Fuel 

Seminar Set 

Persons interested in 
learning details of the 
federal government's new 
program for financing al­
cohol fuel projects under the 
Synthetic Fuels Act recently 
signed in law are invited to 
attend a seminar sponsored 
by Congressman Berkley 
Bedell. 

The seminar features top 
officials from ..the Depart­
ment of Energy, Agriculture 
and Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco and Firearms las 
well as pnvat• investment 
firms who have t>xperience in 
structuring alcohol fuel 
deals!. It will be held at 1:30 
p.m., at Western Iowa Tech 
Community College in Siou.x 
City on Saturday, Sept. 17. 

Bedell said the sctnir}a:r 

~~~ho~~~:r pr~d:~t~:ncat tt 
LEROY DOSE 

LEONARD DEGEN 

Eagle Honor ToGodbersen 
Grant Godbersen, 16-year­

old son of Mr. and Mrs. Gary 
Godbersen of Ida Grove, will 
receive the Eagle Scout 
award at 2 p.m. ceremonies 
Sunday, Sept. 28, at the Ida 
~rove High School cafet.or­
lUm. 

Godbersen, who is a high 
school junior, will be honor­
ed along with other Boy 
Scouts receiving skill awards 
and merit badges or ad­
vancement during a court of 
honor. His Eagle Scout 
project was the de-~ign and 
construction of the lighted 
flagpole at the Grant County 
Schoolhouse in Moorehe~ 
Park. 

His Scouting activities 
included Cub Scouts, Webe-

loes, summer and winter 
<'amps, fall jamboree, Klon­
dike Derby, assistant patrol 
leader, patrol leader, scribe 
and paper drives. 

Ray lsom, Scoutmaster, 
will lead off the program, 
followed by Verdean Kruse 
distributing awards. Jerry 
Brownlee will present God­
bersen 's Eagle Trail while 
Fred Krenk Sr. will give the 
charge. Mayor Theo. 

~a~r::~r~~!nfa~fo~h!n~a~: 
Eagle oath while Em~st 
Brenden will give closing 
remarks. The Rev. John 
Latta will give the invocation 
and benediction. 

The ceremonies ar· ~ open 
to the public. 

fnrm or community level and 
will include a review of new 
changes in the law which 
govern alcohol production 
and use. 

~soil Conservation' 
Bedell advised that any. 

one seeking additiOnal in­
formation should contact his 
Sioux City office at (712)233-
3281. 

The preliminary schedule 
for the session includes 
these speakers: Tom Bur­
gum, assistant secretary of 
agriculture for rural devel­
opment; William Holmberg, 
deputy director for market­
ing, office of alcohol fuels, 
department of energy; Ted 
Tarr, .deputy director for 
financing, office of alcohol 
fuels, department of energy; 
Merle Moore, Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire­
arms: Bob Gereg, president, 
Transfirst Corporation; and 
Tom Leonard, representing 
Rauscher, Pierce, Refnes 
Leasing. 

It's a Phrase to Preach 
AND PRACTICE 

We have the Equ1pment to do the Job. 
•• 

HAPPY SOIL 
CONSERVATION 

Larry Wallace, employee for Meter Construction of Battle Creek, operates 

a D· 7F Cat bulldozer while building a terrace_ 

WEEKI eCiearing 

LET US HELP YOU KEEP UP 

• Conservation 
Work 

Dozers - Rubber Tire Scoops 

• General 
Earth 

Dragline Motor Graders 
THE GOOD WORK 

ag Those Fields 

CAl-PlUS liQUID liME This Fall 

Moving 

We're Proud of Ida 
for Her Display of Good Conservation. 

NAILOR FERTILIZER Meier Construction Co. 
Bill Meier 365·4428 DaHle Creek 



'Iowa Soil 2000' Law 

r:.!~~~::::~ Could Make a Difference 

Giologist wit h the Blackh awk unit 
•mm.iss ion, recently retired after 
years. He also was responsible 

nd Greene counties in working 
ildlire habitat areas in Ida. Bob 
ted to succeed Jones. He will 
, ~ity in October. He may be 
)Oll Conservation Service at Ida 
·ctly at 297-7824, Rockwell City. 

"The significancto of 1980 
soil com;ervution legis lation 
most likely will begin to be 
felt in 1990 years, .. accord­
ing to Le::;ter Vohs, chairman 
of the Ida Soil Conservation 
District. 

That is the year landown· 
ers will begin necessary 
work to reach the acceptable 
soil loss gnnl of five tons per 
acre. 1'he meaning of the 
Iowa Soil 2000 is that the 
goal and intent of the Iuw is 
to achieve acceptable soil 
losses on all Iowa land by the 
year 2000. "That's a fantas­
tic goal." says Vohs. 
··we've been working on soil 
conservation for nearly 40 
years, and we're not half 
finished.·· 

Important features of the 
law taking effect Jan. 1, 
1981, are: 

1. Provision for special 
funding lor ''mini-water­
sheds. ·' These areas would 
be at least 500 acres and 
include five landowners. 
Three·fourths of the land in 
the watershed must be 
included in the project. 

2. Require local soil 
cons(>rvation Qistricts to pro-

vide schools assistance in 
providing soil conservation 
education. 

3. Summer construction 
incentive funds, providing 
the local district has not 
spent its allocation on the 
regular program. 

4. Broader powers for soil 
conservation district com. 
missioners to inspect soil 
erosion s ituations and take 
corrective action. 

5. Provide soil conserva. 
tion folders for aU landown. 
ers by Jan. 1, 1985. The 
folders would include soils 
information and other infor-

mstion necessary to make 
conservation decisions. 

6. Provision that within 
fi ve years after preparation 
of the conservation folder, a 
defi nite conservation plan be 
deve loped for applying soil 
conservation practices ne­
cessary Lo reach rive tons per 
acre soil loss. 

7. Require housing or 
other soil-disturbing devel­
opments to have an erosion 
control plan prior to receiv­
ing a building permit. 

These and other provi­
sions combine to make this a 
very important soil conserva­
tion Jaw. Vohs says. 

Edsen Wins Park Bid 
Edsen Electric of Ida 

Grove received the bid for 
the electrical and water 
systems at Crawford Creek 
park after a special meeting 
of the Ida County Conserva­
tion Board last week. The bid 
of $28,180 was accepted, 
even though earlier estimat-

es had put the project at 
$23,200. 

GOOD SOIL 
CONSERVATION. 

Won't you join us 
in tlte searclt? 

little S >ux Watershed Program: 

The only other bid was 
submitted by Henrickson 
Construction of Ida Grove for 
$34,999. 'rhe bid covers 
playground equipment, 
water disbursement system 
and electrical service for 
camping pads. The project is 
expected to be completed 
tttis fall 

The county pays half of 
this cost while the Soil 
Conservation Service will 
pick up the other half. The 
Board's next regular meet­
ing is Thursday, Oct. 9. 

Bresnaltan 
Well Drilling 

A Uniq e Program for Iowa Land 
Leonard Bresnahan 365-4779 Battle Creel< 

some stage of watershed 
development. Only a small 
pnrt--11 per cent--of the 
county is complete, another 
five pE'r cent is near 

I compll•tion and the balance--
35 per CE'nt--is in various 
stages of development. 

Watershed development 
comes in two stages--namely 
land treatment and gully 

1 stabilization. Land treatment 
relers to uny combinations of 
consprvatinn practicPs that 
results in controlling soil 
losS. Permanent pasture is 
ideal treatment, but not 
possible for many. There­
fore, contouring, conserva­
tion tillage, strip cropping 

t 9.nd tcrrnccs arc necessary to 
" keep ~oil losses under 

control on cropland. 
When 75 per cent of the 

art-a ahon• a proposed gully 
control ~tructure has accept­
able soil loss. the structure 
can be installed. These may 
be eithur a "full now" 

1 concrete or pipe structure 

that doesn't hold permanent 
water. or a detention stnJct­
ure--one that does have a 
permanent pond. 

Watershed development, 
according to Kauffman, 
takes time, cooperation be­
tween neighbors and a vital 
concern for food production 
for future gent:.'ralions. In 
addition. som(.> conservation 
is expensh·e. For this reas­
on, the federal govemmt>nt 
provide~ CO"\.·~hurc iucen~ivo 
for terrace con~ruction. 

"With a 1992 deadline, 
things are going to have to 
operate very well to com­
plete the job. "It's worth a 
try." Kaurfman says 

Shop the Clus"ifit·ds 

all Farmers to practice 
Conservation 
Good Financial Backing 

IT PAYS!! 

Credit Ass'n. 
IDA GROVE - PH. 364-3381 

RNIE BELLCOCK • GIL ll.ENZE - REX RINKER 

Ult 
the land 

that Loves, 
You ... 

\ 

Treat the Good Eart6 
With Care and Reverence 

Our very life comes from the land. The food 

we eat .. . the air we breathe .. . ore gifts 

of the good green earth. So ore things that 

replenish the spirit: the sounds and the 

silences ... the vistas ... the sense of space 

and the order of nature. The land is good 

to us. Let's preserve and protect it. 

We Know the value 

of practicing soil conservation-

-How About You-

Godbersen-Smith Const. Co. 
IDA GROVE 


