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8ty p`irp®9e  tonight  ls  give  you.  some  idea  of  what  the  Ida  Soil  Cong©rveti®n

Dlstrlct hopes  to  do  in  the  next  twenty five years.    We have esttede a goer

start  in  the  past  years.  but  ve  have  a  1®qg imay  t®  g®.     in addition  .  now

challange9 are  appearing all  the  time.

During  the  past  ye&s.a,  inch  emph&9ls  has  been  pl&ctt  ®n wozt#ing vlth  the

1ndlvldvel  1and®imer€  and  operators.    We  Btlll  intend  to do  that,  but  in addl-

€lon,  will  BtreB8  and  promote  the  edvantage8  of  group  and  eomzLlty action.

I  p®1nt  to  the  waterded  programs  th&t  have  been  ¢oxpleted  ln  our dl@trlc¢

th`i8  far  a8  example8!    Klrtcholm and  Perlon  east  of  Ida  Gr®v®.  hast  Aldrlch

north  Of  Battle  Cr®ck.  and  Ple&san€  Valley and  Qradvallegr between  Ida  Grove

and Battle  Creck.    these f lve aEREep=es are    excellent  e"ples  of people  working

together  €o  calve a problem  that  they eouldnl€  solve  indlvldually.

Three  fourths  Of  our dl8trlct  18  prime  ¢erritory for wa¢efghed  project

developments.  yet  legs  than ±  LC¢  of  that  area has  been coxpleted.

Another  area  where  w®  geel  group  action would  p®981bly  Solve  a  re8ouro®

problca  18  1n  the area  Of  voter  enxpply.    Corminity Inter  8ygtem8  have  proven

wortinble  ln  Other  commnltle8,  why nctourB?

the  dls€rlot  feelB  the key  €o  aany  effec€1ve  conservetlon effor€  1®  land

treatznent.    Thl8  8imp|p means   applying  the appropriate  consermatlon practice

t®  the  land  in  order  €o  reduce well  azid  imter  l®8©es  to  an aeceptoble  level,

This  will  "r3r with  the  Slope  of  the  lcad  and  other factors.    Thlg  can be

o&rrled  Our by  the  lndividunl  land  anoner.  cad  no  natter  what  e3Eou.8eg  ve  use.

w©  eamot  pass  off  thl6  ateverdchlp  responglblllty  eo  Bone®ne  else.    A9  powerop

acres  contlque  t®  increase  ln  our County,  the  Beet  for  land  treatment  lncrea3eg

too.    Big  machinery,  1aag©  farms.  and  cheap fertilizer  are  poor  cagcus®8  for not

practicing  soil  8teverdchlp!      Fpon  the  taxpayers  8tandpolnt,  lt  i8  tmch  Cheaper

to  prevent  @1lt  p®11utlon vlth  land  treatnent  than  1€  18  ¢o  dedge  a lake  or

Stream when  lt  begins  t®  8Llt full.
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To give  you an  idea  of what has  been dene  8o far with r6apect  to  land

tr®atmen€.  h®pe  a  few  basic  ffgureB.    A]apraelmately 40-4giv  of  the  &ropland

is  now being  ooaeoured.  yet  ne&rfty all  Of  lt  shennd  be.    Some  5cOO  acr6g

in  the dlstrlct  are  now b®1ng  8trlpep®rmed  art  an  ®stimcad  ao-26.COO  aere8

are  managed  imder  8om® f®pm  of  "1nlmm  tillage.    But  these  tve  prac€1c®8

Could  p8porlde  edeqirat©  1pwnd  tac&tmeri   t®  &bou€  belf  the  Crop  acres  ln  the

district.

About  700 miles  of  t®rraceg  have been built  Bo  far  in  the district.

W8  need  15  tines  tha-t  many|    Thlg  1g  the  practice  that  could  d®  the  most

good  ln aon€rolllng  Boil  and water  lo€Ses.  yet  lt  ig used  the  l©aBt.    One

mile  of  terreees will  hold a hair mllllon gallons  Of rm]ter,  the amount  needtld

to grow 60 bushels  of  com.    The  €errao®S we haild  today are  just &8  medem

and  functional  a8  the  1&te8t  f8.rm  tractor.  yet  too  of ten  they are  judged  on

the  merits  of  the  1950 medelB.

Ano€h®r apes  the dl8trict  hopes  to  place  d®re  ertyasl8  on inrfug  ln the

future  i8  consernetlco  educa€1®n.    A9  fan poprl&tlon  declinee,  1t becomes

even more  lxpemtlve  t®  educ8.tl®n nozh"rsl f olk§  to appreciate and help

o&re  for  our  natural  resourc©3.    qeaoherg wo*kshop©,  coRE©rmtlon  laboratories.

field  tripe,  and  better c®ngervatl®n  eduo€tlon  materials  all  need  to  be ug©d  more

fully  in  our.  dlgtrlct.    W®  intend  to  eontl"e  and  lxprov® upon  tthe  rna.te±i&1s  and

9ervl®ce  for  use  during  Soil  Stevardthlp Week  observed  each  pear  ln  May.    We

®.re  indebted  to  the  mlnlgter8  of  Ida  county who  Spread  the  stemardahip  theme

from  their puDplt8  during that  tine.

OIir  Boll  1s  our baglS  camatdlty--  lt  Berve8  tLs  best  when He  manege  lt

properly.    q®  that  era,  the  dls€rlots  ®bjectlva  18  t®  have  coxpleted  a  Standard

8oll  1n  €he  nex¢  10-12  years.    In addltlon  to  being  the  b®B€  bagl8  for  judging

a  solll8  prodnctivlty and  w®uth,  a  goil  Survey  lnfozrmaSion  ig  the  moat  ato`ura€e

methed rf®p detemlnlzig a fair and  equl€able  rural  proper€y  tea.
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Aa more  recent  goal  ®f  the  conBermtlQn dl©€rl®t  ift  I®ve  19  t®  bring

€1¢1eB art  tormg  lnto  th©±r toundarles.    then  conBeavatl®n dlgtrlcta  w§pe

first  aoncleved,  people  felt  er®eien  wa.8  81"ply a  rtiaeL  prgivl®m.    9oday  we

inow different.    Building  @1teB  are  m®r©  miln©ra,ble  te  ero81on  than  the  Com

field across  Sha fenoe.    Oon8equeutly  rural anfl "thn folks have  similiar

prabla"  and  oancem8,  why  9houldnlt  we w®#k  together  €o  solve  then?

Ag  you Can  8e©.  tw-® have  jtist  began  the  fight--  there  18  mreh  left  to

d®.    qEe  rm€3ald  ''fro hama  a  thin  layer  of  8®il,  a  11t¢1e  rain,  gone  ctEo3-

ph8reL-what  we d® with  lt  18 up  to  un."    "®re hinges  the  pr®sperlty  of

a great  ®®unty,  a  great  State,  and  a  great  netlon.    We  &ek y¢uar help  in  our  €

effort  to  keep  our  8oll  productive and  our  envlFo`nment  livable  .


