FOURTH AMNUAL REPORT
WEST POTTAWATTAMIE COUNTY SOIL COMSERVATION DISTRICY
Ia~8CD-39
Couneil Bluffs, Iowa,

Ve, the Commissioners of the West Pottewattamie County Soil Conservation
Distriet, E, H, Harms, Don Anderson and Wm. C. Strohbehn are hereby submitting
our fourth annual report of the District sctivities and our further plans and

needs, for your review and consideration,

ORGANIZATION

Eleven (11) regular monthly commissioners meetings were held during
the year and ten (10) special meetings with all commissioners present at
every meeting, We feel proud of the faect that since the Mstrict was orgen-
ized in April 194k thet all commissioners have been at every meeting with
100 per cent attendance.

COMMNITY GROUPS - FARNM PLAKNING AXD APPLICATION

Our poliey of working entirely with groups, which was formulated when
the District was first organised has been adhered to with very good results.
With the new groups organized in 1947 we now have a total of 26 farm planning
groups, These groups were organized by the farmers who desired assistance on
their farms with developing and applying seil and moisture conservation farm
plans, Fifteen (15) groups have been plenned to date comprising 206 farms.
Ve feel that with eleven (11) groups comprising 1682 farms that have requested
techniocal assistance from the Soil Conservation Service Technicians to assist
then with farm plans, we are definitely in need of more technieal assistance
from the Soil Conservation Service to assist these farmers with their planning
and application, (See attached chart),



oo

We also hui other groups that will be formed this year that will be
requesting sssistance, in fact, we would like to get enough Soil Conservation
Servioce mssistance in our Distriot so that we could sssist all farmers in
the District with the developing of a soil and moisture farm plen as soon as
poseible as we feel that is the only sound approach to good land use and

other phases of soil sand moisture conservation,

DEMONSTRATIORS

¥ine (9) terrace building demonstrations were held during the year
supervised by the Distrioct Soil Conservation Bervice technieians, Farm trace
tors and plows were used in all these demonstrations, Comstruetion of grasged
waterways and other prectices wes also emphasiged at these demonstretions, The
farmers in our Distriet built 99 miles of terraces in 1947, This mekes & total
of 28l miles of farmer~built terraces in the District to date, We feel ulat
demonstrations of this nature are very worthwhile with the actual showing of
farmers how they ean construct their own terraces and waterwsys., Individuals
and groups of farmers in the District have purchased eighteen (18) terrace
building mechines, meinly dise tillers and whirlwind terracers.

EXFERIMENTAL WORK

Wo, as Commissicners, have requested and received sssistance from the
So0il Conservation Service and Experimental Station with several studies and
experimonts on seedbed preparation, grass and legume seedinge, tillage oper-
ationa, gully control mnd cover crops.

A large number of farmers have accepted the information which was secured
through these experiments and of which are a valuable asset to the Distriet end
farmers, We are espeoially working with the grape growers and fruit growers



"‘

iz the Distriet on the ueing of cover crops in the vineyards and orchards.
Through expsrimental work earried on, we also have a large aoreage of Reed's
Canary Crass in the Digtriet which has proved out very suescessful,

Throuzh work carried on in the District in previous yeers, practically
sll farmers ars now using an sdepted strain éf bromegrass in all their seed-
ings. Uany miles of fence row seedings with brome has been accomplished sinoce
the orgenization of the Mstriet end much roadbank improvement has been done.

WORE WITH SCHOOLS

Bulletins and other information has been furnished to the County Supere
intendent of Schools for use by all rural school teachers in the Distriet in
their schoel ocurriculum and a study course in soil and moisture conservation
‘hes also been furnished to the ssme group which is bedng used in the rural
ashools,

Soms of the high schools inm the county ara also teaching soll and moisture

eongervation in their sehools,

HORTICULTURE

This Distriet is considered ome of the best fruit and grape growing
areas in the country and we are giving the frult growers all the assistenece
available with the developing of soil and moisture conservation plans on their
farms,

We sre also fortunate in having the Western Iowa Hortioulture Experie
mental Farm loested in our Distriet and we are assisting the Superintendent
of this farm with the establishment of conservetion practices on the farm pre~
vious to the planting of fruits,
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4 CONTESTS

Commissioners sponsored the Second Annual Southmest Iowa Contour Plowe
ing Contest which was atiendsd by & large mumber of people in our srea, There
wes twelve contestants that entered the eontest and the winner entered the
State Contest, We also sponsored the Fourth Anmual Ten-Acre Corn Yield Cone
test having twenty contestants, FPrises were furnished by the Couneil Bluffs
Nonpareil, Counei} Bluffs Chamber of Cornmeree and the Farm Bureau. The Council
Bluffs Rotary ciub held a banguet for the contestants at which time the prises
were swarded,

FORLD-HEERALD SOIL COWSERVATION RECOGNITION FROGRAM CONTEST

The West Pottawattanie Soil Congervation Distriet was one of the fowa
winners in the World-lorald Soil Conserwation Rscognitiom Program contest,
winning an eward of #500 for the District of which ws feel greatly honored.

We dofinitely went to eongratulate the CushaWorld-Herald for sponsoring
this sort of a recognition program which will dofinitely essist usz with proe
moting seil and mcisture conservation in our Dstriect,

The Recognition Banquet wes held at Quiek, Iowa, Docember lst. This
banquet was for the purpose of presenting an award to the Distriet and the
farmers representing the Distriet,

The three farmers that represented our Pistriet in this contest were:
E, H, Harms, Owner and Operator; Wm, Strohbehn, Owner snd Paul Brummer, Opere
atory Tillie Fahrenkrog, Owner and Louie Fahrenkrog, Operator,

SOIL CONSERVATION SURVEYS

17,010 secres were mapped in 19L7 making & total of 70,220 acres that
have been mepped to date in the District, This soil mapping oconsists of sime
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plified dotalled soil eonservation surveys. We request thet ihe entire Dise
triet be soil mapped as soon as possible,

ACTIVITIES OF DISTRICT GOVEREING BODY

Ve, as Commigsioners, feel definitely that we have made considersble
progress towards our goal, that is, a s0il and moisture conservation plan
in operation on every ferm in the Mstriet, Ve, as commissioners, have spent
econsiderable amount of our time, besides attending our regular and speeial
commissioners meetings with the promoting of soil end moisture comservation
in our distriot as well as over the Stabe of Iowa, We have been on six (8)
radio broadeasts during the year informing the people of our activitiga and
also attenting state reetings and ddatrict weetings, ¥r,. Strohbohn took the
air tour, which was held last summer, of ITowa snd broaght back veluable ine
formation relative to the importance of soil conservation and erosion counirel
and alsc what is being dome im other Uistriets.

¥re Anderson was olected as a Dirsctor of the Iowa Stete Soil Conserw
vation District Assceimtion and spent a ecusidersble smount of his time in
this new pesition,

We also attended the field day at the Western Iows Experimental Farm
at Castana, Iowa and the field day at the Experimental Farm at Clarinda, Iows,
A good number of other farmers end businessmen slso attended some of these
field days, Other Field lmys and meetings attended Ly one or more of the
Distriet Commissioners: Field lay at Albiaj Pisld Day, Dellmsn fermj; Flood
Contrel Meeting at Kanses City and Sioux City; National Soil Conserwvation
Soclety meoting in Omaha and state meetings, Don Anderson also testified
at the Agricultural Hearing at Kensas City, 2 soil and molsture conservation



.6¢

oxhibit was set up st the Frontier Days Celebration at Couneil Bluffe
which was attended by ome of the Commissioners each day,

Exhibits of soil end moisture conservation activities has also been
maintained throughout the year in the lobhy of the county courthouse, Ve
sponsored a farmer-conservationist training school last winter consisting
of five full days. We selected two leoaders from esch township making a
total of twenty-six (26) fermers that were invited and we were very happy
that of these farmers invited, twenty (20) of them attended all meetings,.

We had an average sttondance of twenty-four (2) at each meeting, We

gave these fermers & rather complete pleture of the soil and moisture con~
amﬁ.en program as we see it and farmers reports which we received followe
ing this training scheol were {avoreble as the farmers felt that theywsre
better fortifivd to go out inte their community and assist other farmers
with doing a better job of conmtrolling erosion, We feel that by this methed
of eonducting training schools for farmers we are getting more and better
farmer-conservationists in the Distriet.

We heve a mumber of contractors doing a fairly good job on erosiom
control in the District and we held a training school last winter for ocon-
tractors which wes attended by fifteen (15) econtractors.

The City of Council Bluffs requested our sssistence with the determining
of the best procedure to control the heavy siltation problem and damage ceused
by the overflow of Indien Creek which runs completely through the City of
Couneil Bluffs ceausing the eity thousands of dollars each year toclean out
and maintain, We recommended te the ecity that the proper place to control
this demage and siltation preblem wes in the upper watershed, By controlling

the ercsion in the upper Indian Ureek "etershed aree which comprises approxe
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imately 5,000 aeres. Ve recommended that this srea be put in the flood con=
trol avea of which the preliminery report has been completed,

Ve have a flood control Section of the United States Department of
Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service located in Council Bluffs to work in
the Districts cooperating with the Army Engineers snd the farmers involved in
the sgriculturel levee along the Hissouri River,

ADDITIONAL HELP -« FROM SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

We, as commissiocners, feel that during the year 1947, we have made
as much progress as was possible with the limited smount of technical assis~
tence available, Our biggest problem at the present time is that we do not
have enough fearm plenners to keep up with tlﬁ requests, I technical assis~
tance were made available we think that 90 per cent of the eropland in the
District would be covered with farm plens, on & strictly voluntary basis
w&tﬁin the next five years,
We appreciate very much the help snd l'uppoft we have received from
the Soil Conservation Service, State Soil Conservetion Committes and
the Distriet Congervationist, Ve wish especially to commend R, ¢, Bullard,
our former District Technician, now with the Flood eontrol Mvision for the
fine work he has done in our Distriet from the time it was orgenized until
the tine he was trensferred from our District, We feel that his work has
been a greet help in getting our Distriet started in the right direction
toward our gosl -» a soll conservetion plan in operation on every farm in the
Distriet. We wish him luck and success in his new job,
We also wish to express our sppreciation to the other governmental
sgencies; The Extension Service, A.A.A, for their support and ecooperation
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and to the County Doard of Supervisors for supplying office space for the
Distriet office.

We eppreciate the fine publicity we have received in the Couneil Bluffs
Honpareil and other papers in the Distriet,

We wish to thank our eity friends: The Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis
and Rotary Clubs for their interest and suuport during the year,

Ve wish to thank our farmer cooperators for their support and we hope

1948 will see even more progress on the road to soil conservation,

Signed; Ee He
"é‘zﬂ Tarme , Mm, Tistriot
Governing Body

Dates _ Jenuary 5th » 15k8,




TOTAL ACCOMPLISBMENTS IN THE DISTRICT - 1947

PRACTICE
Contour Intertilled ofops
Grassed Yaterways
Terraces
Diversions
Brome~-legume
Reed's Canary Grass
Southern Brome Hervested
Open Diteh Established
Soil Saving Dams
Permanent Etructures
Interest or Group Heetings
Plamning with Group Yeetings
Perm Plans ¥Fritten
Requests for Farm FPlens on File and ape

proved by "striet Commissioners on
December 31lst, 1947,

Goals for 1918

Ve would like to get at lemst 200 new farm plans developed and applied
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Aere
iile
Mile
Kile
Aere
here
Lbe
Mile
No.
Ko
Fo.
Ko,
Yo,

Koo

TOTAL

L8 000

1.5

6,000

2,000

198

TOTAL
T0 DATE

1%

16,000

210

and could de so very easily if we hed enough Soil Conservetion Service Techni-

cians aveilable,



