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It's all about the soil! 
FSWCD conservation award winners Howard Farm, Patricia Smith 

By CHRIS DEBACK 
alebadc@lhefayettecoontyunion.ccm 

Soil health is an important 
component to the success of any 
farm. 

Without at least fair soil, 
health crops won't grow effectively 
and yields will suffer, which ulti­
mately leads to a decrease in rev­
enue. 

EveryJear, the Fayette Coun­
ty Soil an Water Conservation 
District recognizes a farmer in 
Fayette County who has worked 
hard to preserve the pristine na­
ture of his or her crop ground The 
2018 Conservation District win­
ners were Howard Farms Compa­
ny, owned and operated by Roger 
and Mark Howard, and the Patri­
cia Smith Family Trust They were 
presented the award in July. 

"We are honored that we were 
even considered, because we have 
tried really hard over the years to 
do a lot of different things," said 
Mark and Roger Howard "We 
spent a lot of money changing 
practices, equipment, and other 
stuff, but we also know that we 
have a lot of neighbors and a lot 
of other people within the county 
that work every year to do the best 
they can to incorporate different 
technology and conservation prac­
tices." 

For six generations, the How­
ard family has farmed in Fayette 
County, always working at least 
one field within a two-mile radius 
of Roger's home off Highway 56 
in rural Elgin. While growing up, 
Roger helped his father around the 
family farm before taking on his 
own operation in 1959. By 1967, 
Roger and his wife, Doris, had 
lived on quite a few farms before 
purchasing their current home­
stead and two adjoining farms 
along with it that year. 

Much like Roger, Mark al­
ways enjoyed helping his father on 
the farm. The 1981 Valley gradu­
ate attended Iowa State University, 
where he earned a two-year degree 
in farm operations. After college, 
he lived in Omaha for three years 
while his wife, Brenda, was a nurse 

in the Air Force. In 1987, the How­
ards moved to rural Elgin so Mark 
could start farming full-time with 
his father. 

While it isn't always easy to 
work hand-in-hand with family, 
the Howards have maintained a 
very healthy relationship over the 
years, always bouncing ideas off 
each other on how the operation 
can be improved Today, the How­
ards farm 2,500 acres of land that 
they either rent or own in Fayette 
and Clayton counties. 

The Howards have employed 
different conservation practices 
throughout their farming careers, 
including contour farming. con­
tour buffer strips, cover crops, and 
no-tilling. 

"Some of the conservation 
entails changing management and 
practices and how you do things," 
Mark noted. "Some of it entails 
a fair amount of investment in 
equipment and technology." 

For the last seven years. the 
Howards have been strip-tilling 
some of their fields. Instead of till­
ing the entire field, the Howards 
make one pass with the strip-till­
ing attachment that tills an eight­
inch wide-zone per row, while also 
laying down fertilizer inside the 
strip. A month later, the Howards 
will then plant directly into the 
eight-inch-wide zone. 

"This doesn't break up the 
whole soil structure of each row, 
but rather !'ust a small strip in each 
row for p anting;' Mark said. "It 
allows for the soil structure to re­
main intact, which can help with 
erosion and runoff. It was a signifi­
cant investment, as we had to buy 
a strip-tilling machine and then 
a tractor large enough to pull the 
machine. We also had to upgrade 
our GPS system to make it more 
accurate, because the planter has 
to follow the eight-inch-wide line 
the tillage machine makes. You 
want that planter to plant right 
along that eight-inch zone. so it 
has to be pretty accurate." 

Another practice the How­
ards recently began to implement 
is cover crops. They'll plant 400 
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Provide technical , financial, and educational assistance for 

natural resource conservation to our landusers to ecologically 
enhance, promote and perpetuate conservation of our landscape 

within the community. 

Howard Farms, owned and operated by (1-r) Roger and Mark Howard of rural Elgin, and the Patricia Smith 
Fam1ly Trust were selected as the 2018 Conservation District Award winner for the Fayette County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. Roger and Mark Howard have employed a number of different soil conservation 
practices on the fields they own or rent over the years, including cover crops, no-till, contour buffer strips, and 
strip-tilling, among others. Patricia Smith has terraces and sendiment ponds on her land, which the Howards 
rent. (Chris DeBack photo) 

acres of cereal rye on soybean 
fields after this year's harvest at a 
cost of approximately $25 to $30 
an acre. The cereal rye will grow 
throughout the winter, and then 
they'll use a spray to kill it off be­
fore planting directly into the crop. 
This is a tactic the two have used 
on Patricia Smith's property, which 
they rent. 

"[The cereal rye) roots go re­
ally deep and captures nitrogen," 
Roger said. "We are early into it, 
but we are seeing good soil health 
because it maintains living roots 
for microbes in the soil, which 
helps release more nutrients. The 
rye itself will capture phosphorus, 
potassium, and nitrogen to hold 
for the next year, so there is less 
leaching of those products into the 
water system. Then we see soil ero­
sion benefits, as you have to hold 
that soil into the winter months 
and early spring.• 
"I don't know if we have been do­
ing it long enough to see an in­
crease in bllshels;' Mark added. 
"The few fields we have put it on, 
we have had good yields there, but 
I don't know if I can point my fin­
ger and say it is because of that. We 
haven't seen a reduction in yield." 

The Howards also partici-

pated in the Otter Creek Flood Re­
duction Project with the creation 
of a sediment pond that is used to 
hold back water during high-flow 
periods after heavy rain. 

The Howards always strive to 
maintain good working relation­
ships with their landlords through 
being great stewards of the land 
they rent. Using good soil health 
practices is just one way they work 
on developing those relationships. 

Over the years, the Patricia Smith 
Family Trust has also employed a 
number of conservation practices 
on its property, including using 
terraces and building sediment 
ponds. 

Any farmer will rdl ruu lhar 
topsoil is a precious commodity. 
which is why the Howards' and 
Patricia Smith's conservation ef­
forts make them the perfect selec­
tions for this year's award. 

Every year, the Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District 
recognizes a farmer in Fayette County who has worked hard to preserve 
the soil health of his or her crop ground. The 2016 Conservation District 
winners were Howard Farms and the Patricia Smith Family Trust. The 
group received their award at the 2016 Fayette County Farm Bureau 
Annual Meeting in August. In attendance for the award ceremony were 
(1-r) Brenda Howard, Roger Howard , Patricia Smith, Mark Howard, and 
Doris Howard. (submitted photo) 

Blake Electnc, Inc. specializes in providing high quality turnkey 
residential~ commercial, and industrial solar electric systems. 
Our goal 1s to offer a single source for the design, installation 
and Sf!rvice of solar electric projects resulting m a more 
satisfymg customer experience. 

SUt• •nd F«<era/ T.u- Cr«<its ARII•bl• 
,_. litiwe ~aDd pi Of • .... 

• liuw call ..~oM 'IDtMyl 

www.BiakeEiectriclnc-com • 563-568-3686 • 563-864-3720 
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New Soil & Water Commissioners 

Fayette County Soil and Water District Commissioners a re: (front, l· r) Rod Marlatt, Elgin ; Mark Howard, Elgin, 
Nick Benson, Elg1n ; (standing) Gene Pleggenkuhle, Don Bahe, Stanley; and nm Bru ihler, Hawkeye. 

NRCS staff 

The Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) office staff includes (front, l· r) Aaron Anderson, 
NRCS d1stnct conservationist; Lori Kohlmeyer, IDALS conservation ass1stant; Halley Williams, NRCS s011 
conservat1omst; Alhe Rath, PF Fanm Bill Biolog1st. 
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April! , 2019 

Dear Soil & Water Enthusiast: 

The Fayette SWCD Foundation volunteers their time and 
service, and asks for your support in promoting soil and water 
conservation in Fayette County. Your donated dollars are used for: 
education field day for third grade students, high school scholar· 
ships, conservation awards, providing technical assistance wi th 
part-time district employees, supporting the Northeast Iowa (RC 
& D) Resource Conservation & Development, and public meel· 
ings fo r dispensing information and the discussion of issues. 

The Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District (SWCD) 
Foundation encourages you to join the local conservation effort by 
becoming a supporter for 2019. In these times of great economic 
pressure on our natural resources, it is critical that we combine 
our efforts to protect, conserve, and enhance our environmental 
resources. 

Please complete the donor information below and include it 
in the envelope provided. Any support is greatly appreciated! 

Make checks payable to: Fayette SWCD Foundation 

Thank you for your help and interest in soil and water con­
servatiOn efforts. 

Sincere Thanks, 

Fayette SWC D Foundation Board 
Don Bahe, Nick Benson, Tim Bruihler 
Mark Howard, and Gene Pleggenkuhle 

Name: 

Address: 

Amount Enclosed: 

P~brandflOoi.dsaleprcw.J.dt~qectiOitekltmS;m~ol~lfh:harep;WtOihllbelr"Qrd~ooarnercs 
..... ,.Tradema!Uandseno'CtlmarkSofDowAQroSclefus,OuPortorP!onew.andtheuattJIOlled~(ll!heif~ O'MV.n C2019M.190-120o' 
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Jensen and Hoeger retire from FCSWCD 
By CHRIS DEBACK 

cdebacl<@lhefayeHecounlyumon.com 

Fayette County's soil health, 
water quality, and conservation in 
general have always been Important 
to Paul Hoeger of Maynard and Dick 
Jensen of Elgin. 

With a combined 43 years of 
experience as commissioners on 
the Fayette County Soil and Water 
Conservation District {FCSWCD) 
board, the two men have decided to 
hand over the light for conservation 
to the next generation. 

On Monday, Dec. 17, FCSWCD 
presented the two men with plaques 
as a small token of appreciation for 
all they had done during their time 
as Soil and Water commissioners. It 
was a heartfelt end for the two men 
who had dedicated their time to con­
servation in Fayette County. Each 
man took a moment to speak about 
his experience on the board and give 
words of encouragement to the three 
new board members - Mark How­
ard and Nick Benson of Elgin and 

Gene Pleggenkuhle of Hawkeye -
JOining FCSWCD on Jan. I. A third 
board member, Leon Deutsch of 
Wadena, retired over the summer. 

Dick jensen 
Conservation has certainly 

changed since Dick Jensen was first 
elected as a commissioner to the FC­
SWCD in 1986. 

"When I got on the board, the 
idea was that you judged a farmer 
on how little residue was !eli on the 
ground;' he recalled. "The farmers 
didn't want the land to show any res­
idue from the previous year's crop. It 
is the opposite today, and we realize 
that residue on the ground is most 
beneficial for the health of the soil." 
Jensen has always had a special con­
nection with his land since he started 
farming in 1960. It's that connection 
that led him to run for the FCSWCD 
board. 

"For some reason J have always 
had a spiritual and emotional con­
nection to the land;' Jensen recalled. 
" It just seemed like I realized I had 
a relationship with the health of the 

The 2018 Faye«e County Soil and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners were {front, 1-r) Paul Hoeger and D1ck Jensen; {back) 
Tim Bruihler, Leon Deutsch, and Don Bahe. {Chris DeBack photo) 

land. I continue to believe that we 
can be helpmg if the rest of the en­
vironment is sick. I didn't need to be 
trained as it was an 1nstinct." 

For 32 years, Jensen has been 
a strong advocate of various con­
servation practices and has enjoyed 
helping farmers realize their ethical 
responsibility to the earth. 

"The opportunity to influence 
others to realize that not only do 
they have an ethical obligation to the 
land but an economic obHgation. as 
weU, has been great," he noted. "We 
have continued to do things cheaper, 
but not at the expense of the envi­
ronment." 

At 80 years old, Jensen real­
izes it's time for the next genera­
tion to start pushing the conserva­
tion advocacy train. What he'll miss 
most about being a commissioner 
is working with other like-minded 
commissioners and office staff at the 
FCSWCD office. 

"I don't like the word 'retire;" 
he closed. "Imagine how lucky I 
have been. I live within four miles of 
where I was born. I call that a bless­
ing. I was able to do what I wanted 
to do, the way I wanted to do it as 
long as I wanted to do it. I have been 
so fortunate that I can get up in the 
morning and be excited about the 
day. I have never had to punch the 
clock, yet I get up at 6 a.m. and go. 
You can't get much better than that." 

While he may not be directly 
involved in the FCSWCD, you can 
be sure that he will continue to be 
one of the stronger advocates for 

conservation. 
Paul Hoeger 

Paul Hoeger of Maynard first 
ran for a commissioner's spot on FC­
SWCD in 2006 with a little encour­
agement from Jensen. 

"1 was always interested in do­
ing as much conservation as I could 
and, at the time, I felt [becoming a 

With 43 years of combined experience as commissioners on the Faye«e 
County Soil and Water Conservation District board, Paul Hoeger {left) of 
Maynard and Dick Jensen of Elgin are retiring. The two men were hon­
ored for their dedication to conservation with a plaque and coffee mug on 
Monday, Dec. 17, at Gus and Tony's Town House Cafe in West Union. 
{Chris DeBack photo) 

commissioner J was something I 
could do," Hoeger said. "Soil is the 
future, and soil is where we get our 
food. If you don't take care of that, 
you don't have anything:• 

For 11 years, the corn and 
soybean farmer enjoyed working 
on conservation issues within the 
county. However, his favorite thing 
about being a board member was 
helping with Jensen's Third-Grade 
Field Day held every year for third 
graders from schools located in Fay­
ette County. 

"Thats my proudest accom­
plishment," he said. 

The Maynard man retired from 
farming this year, and with involve­
ment in Fayette County Emergency 
Management Services. he felt it was 
time to step away from the FC­
SWCD Board. However, he'll still 
have a small hand in conservation as 
Maynard's representative on the Thr-

key River Watershed Management 
Authority {TRWMA). 

"I think TRWMA is the future 
of managing watersheds, especially 
when it comes to getting money and 
having all the communities and con­
servation boards [within the water­
shed] come together to be aware of 
what needs to be done to maintain 
the watershed and improve it," he ex­
plained. 

While it may be time to retire, 
it doesn't mean he won't miss the co· 
maraderie the board provided. 

"I will ntiss people like Lori 
[Kohlmeyer] and Aaron [Ander<on] 
and all the other commissioners 
and staff member> at rcswco;· he 
closed_ .. Like Dick (Jen~""nJ ~ .. u.J in 
his speech, it's about worltmy, Wtth 
people who have the ... amc mind~ct 
you do. They all work hard m the 
office. However. it is tlme for a new 
generation to start." 

Helping You ... 
• With your Ag Banking needs 

Thank: You, 
Roger and Mark Howard, 
for being good stewards of 
oil and water resources in 

Fayette County. 

Congratulations, 
on being named the 
2018 FCSW District 

Conservation Farmers 

00 

of the Year. 

Local Ownership - Local Decisions 
www.banl;lsua.com • (563)4Z2-3883 • NMLS #195257 

PREMIER AG SYSTEMS 
provides superior building construction, 
expert remodeling services, wide access 

to parts and customer service. 
We are dedicated to meeting the needs 
of swine, dairy and poultry producers. 

Premier Ag Systems, LLC 

...a:Z.$ 
PREMIER 
AG SYSTEMS 

• 
105 Johnson St. NE 
Elkader, lA 52043 
563·245-9000 

1002 Grand Ave . 
Alden, lA 50006 
515-859-3204 

www.premieragsystems.com 

c 
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2018 Fayette SWCD Foundation Supporter Club 
The Fayette SWCD Foundation 

would like to thank all the people 
of Fayette County and beyond who 
have made contributions for 2018. 
Our programs are made possible 
with your generous support and 
conservation effort. 

Adams, Paul & Jennifer; Addy, 
Margaret; Albrecht, Alan & Judy; An­
derson FLP, Gladys; Ataich Limited; 
Arthur, Steve; Ash, Lane & Liz; Bacon 
Concrete & Excavating; Bagenstos, 
Shtrley; Bahe, Dan; Bahe, Joe & Lisa; 
Baker, Steve & Mary Ann; Balk, Jan­
ice, Barrel Drive In; Bassett, Robert 
& Bonnie; Bayness, Jenry; Beeghly, 
James & Nina; Beermann, Ronald; 
Beermann, Roger & Anne; Blockhus, 
Kenneth; Blong, Glenn; Bodensteiner, 
Ron; Boess, Paul, Dorothy & Tenry; 
Born, Barbara; Bowlus, Jann; Boyer, 
Barbara; Boyer, Banry & Gilda; Bran­
canova Limited; Brownell, Gary & 
Janice; Brownell, Inc.; Bruihler, John 
& Debra; Burghardt, Veryl; C & G Ven­
tures LLC; C & W Farms; Calease, 
Dale & Ellen; Cannon, Clarence; Can­
non, Cory; Cannon, Bruce & Shenry; 
Cannon's Greenhouse 

Citizens Savtngs Bank-Hawkeye; 
Claassen, Tom: Cole, Jenry; Commu­
nity Bank of Oelwetn; Conrad, Rich­
ard & Kim; Corbtn, Ronald; Costello, 
Mary; Cowles, Robert; Cowles, Ken­
ton; Cunmngham, John; Curtis, Hugh; 
D & J Pumptng; Dallenbach, William 
& Rozann; Davis, Doug; Davts, Alan; 
Dedor, Virginia ; Derflinger, David 
& Tern; Detinator Enterprises LLC; 
Deutsch, Leon; Diebel, Stanley; Duffy, 
Pat & Lisa; Duncklee, Jerry & Joyce; 

Durscher, Don; Eason's Water Con­
ditiong; Egan, Richard; Elgin State 
Bank; Essig, Dean & Connie; Fagle, 
Dan & Melissa; Fedeler, Barbara; Fi­
delity Bank & Trust; Fink, Rollin; Fran­
zen, Edward; Franzen, Keith; Fremont 
Ridge LC; Frieden, Donna; Friedly, 
Kenneth; Gableman Farms; Garetson, 
Kenneth & Audrey; Grafenberg, John 
& Jan; Granger, Diane; Gray, Chuck 
& Mary; Grennan, Pat & Karla; Griffin, 
Velda; 

Gross, Loren; Gruetzmacher, Doris; 
Haas, Beverly; Hackett, Ron & Julie; 
Hackman, Norbert; Hagehe, Barbara; 
Halstead, Helen; Halstead Brothers; 
Hamlett, Tom & Karen; Hamson, Jon; 
Hayes, Tom & Diann; Hehr, Erhart; 
Heick, Lois; Helgerson, Randy; Hen­
derson, Bert & Zelpha; Henry, Hanry; 
Heyer, Tex; Heying Firms, Inc.; Hod­
son, Don & Kathryn; Hoeger, Judy; 
Hoeger, Paul & Phyllis; Hoey, Mary; 
Holmstrom, Phyllis, Howard, Mark 
& Brenda; Hruska, Betty; Hurd, Rita; 
lmoehl, Kevin; Ingels, Susan; Irvine, 
Dave; Jacobson, Kyle; James, Ray­
mond; Janssen, Glenn & Laura; JDF 
Farms, Inc.; Jellings, Marilyn; Jen­
sen, Craig; Jensen, Richard & Doro­
thy; Jensen, Collin; John, Schrader; 
Jones, Norman; Jones & Skar, Kath­
ryn & Sherwin: Kalb, Pete & Jeannie; 
Kalb, Robert; Kamaus, Don, 

Kandel, Frank & Linda; Kaune, Iva 
Jean; Kauten, William; Kauten, Ralph; 
Kelly, John; Kennon, Steve & Carol; 
Kerns, Vema; Kerns Dairy Farms; 
Kilcher, Greg & Marcia; Kittelson, 
Richard; Kleppe, Gary; Knoploh, El­
don; Koempel, Alice, Koester, Ronald, 
Kraus, Martha; Kuennen, Dan; Kuen-

nen, Margaret; Kuennen-Massman, 
Susan; Langerman, Edie; Lansing, 
Keith; Lauer & Sons, Leslie; LeDoux, 
Mark & Julie; Leahy, Don & Marsha; 
Lein, Donna; Lenz, Herman; Lever­
ington, Janet; Lockard, Kevin & Julie; 
Loftus, Juanita; Lone Pine LLC; Lun­
dberg, Anita; Matt, Art; Matt, Art; Mat­
thias, Gary; Maurer, Dwight & Kathy; 
Maynard Savings Bank; Mayo Knock 
LLC; McEiree, Matt & Janell; Mcin­
tosh, Marian; McMillan Bros; McMillan 
Bros.; McSweeney, Robert & Patricia; 
Merkel, Richard; Meskel, Tom; 

Mihall, Marilyn; Miller, Henry 
& Barb; Munns-Berthel, Luann; 
Naffziger,David; Nauholz, Don & 
Shirley; NE lA Appraisal & Real Es­
tate; Nelson, Mark; Nelson, Millard 
& LaVonne; Nerem, Merrill; Ney, 
Stanley; Nielsen, Caryl; Norwegian 
Mutual Ins. Assn.; Nuss, Gene & 
Jane; Nutrien Ag Solutions; Ogle, 
Joe & Sharil; O'Kones, Ron & Barb; 
Oldfather, Joyce; O'Loughltn, Ann; 
Oltrogge, Dennis & Judy; Pagel, 
Albert; Peterson, Darwin; Pleqgen­
kuhle, Gene & Janice, Pleggenkuhle, 
David; Pleggenkuhle, CM; Pliester, 
Don; Porter, William; Post, Roy; Puff, 
Mike; Reed, Gary & Penny; Reeder, 
Russell; Reeder, Dtana; Ridthalgh, 
James; Riensche, Roland; Ries, Rob­
ert; Robinson, Florence; Rocke, Doug; 
Roffman, Daniel; Rosburg , Dan; Roys, 
Robert & Kathryn; Rueber, Dean & 
Kay; Ruff, Daryl & Jackie; Schaefers, 
George; Scheffel, Rich & Linnae; 
Schlatter, Anna Mae; Schlatter, Allan 
& Ruth; Schlattter, Keith; Schlum­
bohm, Alma; Schmitt, Steve & Connie; 
Schneider, Charles & Sue; Schnei-

der, Jim & Colleen; Schneider, Fred; 
Schrage, Darwin; Schuchmann, Kent; 
Schutte, Dave & Karen; Scott, Rob­
ert; Seedorff, Marilyn; Seedorff, Ron; 
Shiloh Farms, Ltd.; Shilo Farms, Ltd.; 
Siebrecht, Jed & Lori; Sieck, William; 
Sieck, Eugene; Siemers, Hans; Smith, 
Patricia L. ; Smith, Russell & Roberta; 
Smith, Charles & Judy; Soppe, Leroy 
& Marcia; Springer, Norma; Starmont 
Holsteins; Stecklein, T J & Christi; 
Steege, Stephanie; Steffens, Lester; 
Steffens, Kevin; Steffens, Lester. Steg­
gall , Darrel & Therese; Steinbronn, 
George; Stone, Elva; Stone, E & S 
Jean; Story, Steve & Donna; Strong, 

Sara; Szabo Construction; TeKippe, 
Lyle; Tetlin, Dennis & Jeanine; Tope, 
Randy; Torkelson Motors Inc.; Town & 
Country Real Estate; Traeger, Edgar; 
Treloar, Judy; Treloar, Mary; Trotter, 
Rick & Joyce; Varykino Inc.; Voncast 
Limited; Wadian, Jerome; Walvatne, 
Dennis; Ware, Kathleen; West Union 
Dental Assoc.; West Union Vet Clinic; 
Wickham, Shana; Wingert, Joe; Wing­
ert, Eleanor; Winter, Roger; Winter, 
Dan & Susan; Wolf, Susan; Wolfen­
berger, David & Mitsue; Wood, Joe; 
Woods, Julie; Woods Trst, Don; Zu­
brod, Barb 

Pheasants Forever habitat report 
by Rod Marlatt 

The Fayette County Pheasants Forever Chapter has been creating, re­
storing, and preserving wildlife habitat for over 34 years. 

Your Fayette County Chapter documented over $216,760 in hab­
itat expenditures in 2018, good enough for fourth most in the nation. 
In addition to acquisitions, woody cover, and food plots, the Chapter 
created 1,762 acres of nesting cover. This total was also the fourth 
most in the nation. 

At the 2019 State Pheasants Forever and Quail Forever Conven­
tion held in january, your chapter was honored as the Outstandmg 
Chapter and presented the Conservation Excellence Award. This 
award was in celebration of total local habitat expenditures of over 
$3 million dollars since the chapter's inception in t 985. This total is 
the highest ever recorded in the history of Pheasants Forever in Iowa. 

These accomplishments could not occur without the support of 
our members and partners, including the Fayette County Conserva­
tion Board, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Natural Resource 
Conservation Service, Farm Service Agency, and the Iowa Natural 
Heritage Foundation. 

The Pheasants Forever model is unique to aU other conserva­
tion organizations in that aU the funds raised, with the exception of 
memberships, are retained by the chapter to be used for projects in 
Fayette County. 

Leslie Lauer & Sons, Inc. Wherever you roam in 

FA VETTE COUNTY ... 
remember, we're the only 

'tride & true' DRIVE-IN around! 
We're are well-known for our 

Hi-Boys/Onion Rings/Cheese Curds/Breasted Chicken 
Malts, Shakes & so much more! 

THANKS 
for your 

conscr\'ation efforts! 

Conservation 
affects us all. .. 
and we are proud to salute those 

who join us in the cause! 

Visit our website to see how you 
can conserve energy at home! 

/ 

Barrel Drive In 
"(.itl'ar ( wh\lde \(/lite \/1/t('/Yfl()" 

Highway 1.50 N ., West Union 
Ph . (563) 422-5197 

AUAMAK~E •CLAYTON 
ElECTOOC COO .. OATIVE www,acrec.coffi 

Your Touchstone Energy" {;oop4:rl tl\-t ~ 

Excavating & Grading West Union, lA (563) 422-5430 

"Proudly serving NE Iowa for 70 years!" .. 

We've been lending a hand to farmers for decades ... 
... yielding strong protection 
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New faces in Iowa forestry 
Greg Heidebrink, DNR Forester 

As many of you are aware, there have been a lot of changes to the 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Forestry Bureau in the 
last year and a ha1f. To start with, there is no longer a Forestry Bureau. 
The district foresters have been moved to the Wildlife Bureau and the 
state forest staff have been moved to the Parks Bureau. Needless to say 
this has been a little trying and confusing but we are working our way 
through these changes. One good thing to come out of this change is that 
we have had the opportunity to hire some new faces. Last summer we 
hired Rachel Boucher and Sean Kenan as Forestry Specialists in District 
2. It has been a real treat for us to be able to work Rachel and Sean. They 
bring new energy, new ideas and most importantly for me, advanced 
technology skills! Yes, I am now officially the "old guy" in the district! 

I have asked Rachel and Sean to introduce themselves to you. If you 
happen to see them out in the field, at the USDA office or at a field day 
please introduce yourself and welcome them aboard! 

Greetings. My name is Rachel Boucher. I have been blessed with 
the opportunity to join DNR's Forestry staff as a Forestry Specialist, via 
a partnership with the organization Wildlife Management Institute and 
NRCS grant funding. My passion for nature started as a child, where I'd 
spend hours upon hours exploring the woods behind my home in south­
ern Illinois. It thrills me to say that I get to spend my adult life doing the 
same thing- although these days, I cali it "wori<. 

I started my college career at Southern Illinois University- Car­
bondale, and while there I became smitten by the rolling hills, towering 
bluffs, and diverse forests of the region. Through some trial and error, 
I discovered that the natural sciences "e where I wanted my career to 
head, and I completed a Bachelor of Science in Forestry in 2015. Then 
through some serendipitous events, the following semester I ended up 
right back at SIUC's Forestry Department, where I served as a research 
assistant and teaching assistant while working on my Master's thesis. I 
defended my thesi> in June 2018, and in August 2018 was awarded a Mas­
ter of Science in Human Dimensions of Natural Resource Management. 
The faculty and staff at SIU Department of Forestry were instrumental 
in my academic achievements and I am grateful for every minute of my 
time spent there. 

In July 2018, I made the move from southern Illinois to Cresco, Iowa 
with my husband, Michael, and our dog, Jack, in tow. My job as a forestry 
specialist is to help our District Foresters provide technical assistance to 
private forest landowners across 12 counties in north central and north­
east Iowa. The majority of this involves inspecting tree plantings, making 
management recommendations, and writing management plans for for­
est landowners. We work in conjunction with NRCS in the administra­
tion of programs like EQIP and CSP. I have also enjoyed helping with var­
ious field days and planting projects, and I am looking forward to hosting 
a couple events of my own this coming spring. While life in northeast 
Iowa has been an adjustment, so far this job has been just the right mix of 

Rachel Boucher 

being fun, challenging, and rewarding. I hope to be a positive influence 
on the relationships between people and nature and to contribute to the 
overall betterment of Iowa's forests. Many thanks to those within DNR 
and at Wildlife Management Institute for making this position a reality 
and for granting me the opportunity to put my education to good use. 
It's been a great experience working with the folks oflowa thus far, and I 
look forward to the challenges that lie ahead. 

Hello, 
My name is Sean Kenan. In june 2018, I was given the great oppor­

tunity to join the Iowa DNR Foresters as a Forestry Specialist through a 
partnership with the Wildlife Management Institute. I recently graduated 
from Iowa State University with a bachelor's degree in Animal Ecology 
and a minor in Forestry. While going through college, I spent my sum­
mers gaining a great amount of experience working as a Land Steward­
ship intern with the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation and as a seasonal 
Fisheries Technician with the Iowa DNR. 

I grew up in a farming family in Greene County, Iowa where I 
learned to Jove working outside and the feeling of accomplishment af­
ter a day of hard work. My desire to be in nature started at an early age 
through my time spent hunting and fishing, which consumes a majority 
of my free time to this day. Because of my love for working outdoors and 
my appreciation for wildlife and wildlife habitat, I always knew I wanted 
to be in a career working with our natural resources. I feel very fortunate 
to have had my career aspirations become a reality. My :.easonal work go­
ing through college opened my eyes to the beauty of Northeast Iowa and 
I quickly feU in love with the area, so my current location near Fayette 
seems to be the perfect fit. 

As a Forestry Specialist, I work closely with the 
Iowa DNR District Foresters and NRCS staff to provide 
technical assistance to landowners who want to carry 
out proper forest management on their properties in 
North Central and Northeast Iowa. This is done by as­
sisting with CRP planning and maintenance, writing 
forest stewardship and project plans, and assisting land­
owners with any other forest health related questions 
they may have to reach their management goals. Public 
outreach is another important part of this position so I 
will also assist with field days. workshops, tree planting 
events, and youth education days. 

In the few short months I have been here, I have 
had the opportunity to meet and work with some great 
DNR and NRCS staff and several awesome landowners. 
I continue to expand my knowledge of forest manage· 
ment every single day, thanks to the talented team I 
work with. Any time I get to spend working with con­
servation minded folks who are passionate about man­
aging our natural resources is time I truly treasure. It's a 
very rewarding feeling to help landowners achieve their 
land management goal,. I look forward to working with 
many more people and seeing where this position takes 
me! 
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Boehm named 
FCSWCD 
scholarship 
recipient 

Allison Boehm of Wadena 
was the recipient of the Class of 
2018 Fayette County Soil and Water 
Conservation 
D i s t r i c I 
Scholarship that 
was awarded last 
spring by the 
Conservation 
Districts of Iowa. 

A 2018 
graduate of North 
Fayette Valley High 
School, Boehm is Alison Boehm 
currently attending her freshman 
year at Iowa State University where 
she is majoring in Environmental 
Science. 

The scholarship is open to 
students from Iowa schools who 
plan on pursuing programs of study 
in any field of conservation or agri­
culture. 

"Soil and water conservation 
is essential because all life. includ­
ing crops and animals, depend on 
healthy soil and water," Boehm 
stated in her application essay. 
"Without healthy soil, food would 
not grow and prosper and animals 
would not have a source of food." 

The daughter of Eric and 
Cindy Boehm, Allison was very ac­
tive during her time in high school. 
She was a two-year letter winner in 
basketball, softball and Volleyball. 
During her time at NFV. Boehm 
was also a member of the North 
Fayette Valley chorus and Student 
council as well as a member of the 
National Honor Society. 

In addition to he-r high .. 1.:hnol 
achlevements, Boehm has bt:en 
a member of the ~ayctte County 
Pheasants Forever, as well a!<> vol· 
unteered her time to the Wadena 
Public Library. 

"My main goals after college 
is to find a career in conservation 
and work with landowners in their 
methods of farming and conserva 
tion processes," Boehm stated on 
the application. 

"Working on our family acre­
age has played the biggest role in 
my decision to work in conserva­
tion," she continued . .. We have im 
plemented different conservatjon 
prnctices and have seen the great 
difference that they have on the 
health of the land:' 

Fayette County SWCD is cur­
rently considering the applicants 
for the class of2018, who submitted 
their applications in mid-February. 
Members look forward to selecting 
a scholarship winner for this year, 
as well as for future years in an ei­
fort to encourage soil and water 
conservation in future generations. 

Supporting 
local 
FARMERS ... 

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL CONSERVATIONI 

one 
TRUCKLOAD 

lenders today to 
see how they can 

help you grow 
er! 

tlfj Citizens Savings Bank 
11 ' 

owned 

101 Church St., Spillville • 563-562-3674 

104 4th St. NW, Fort Atkinson • 563-534-7211 

109 N. Main St., Protivin • 563-569-8779 } FDIC 
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Access Control (472) (ac) bo• 1.118 

BnJsh Management (314) (ac) 7 

Brush management for Improved structure and compos•t•on (E314133Z) (ac) 37 

Conservallon Cover (327) (ac) 1.954 2.379 
ConservatiOn CO'w'er to provide food habitat for pollinators :tnd benPfrcial mc;.ects 

1 (E327136Z1) (ac) 

ConservatJon Crop Rotation (328) (ac} 1.849 1.795 

Contour Farmmg (330) (ac) 791 714 

Cover Crop (340) (ac} 4,132 4,213 

Cover crop to m1nlmae soil compactiOn (E340107Z) (ac) 5 

Cover uop to reduce water erosion {E340101Z) (ac) 122 

Crttk:al Area Planting (342) (ac) 863 165 

Crop tree management for mast production (E666132Z1) (ac} 172 

Early Successional Habitat Development/Management (647) (ac} 597 

E.stabbsh Monarch butterfly habitat (E327136Z2) (ac) 7 

FARMSTEAD ENERGY IMPROVEMENT (374) (no) 7 1 

Fence (382) (ft) 26,738 35,401 

FUter Stnp (393) (ac) 295 35 

Fnb<eak (394) (ft) 1,524 31,318 

Forage and Biomass Planting (512) (ac) 88 95 

Forest Stand Improvement (666) (ac) n 25 

Forest Stand Improvement to rehabilitate degraded hardwood stands (E666133X) 
1 

(ac) 

Gn~de StabihzabOn Structure (410) (no) 4 6 

Grassed WateiWay (412) (ac) 211 33 

Harvest of crops (hay or small grains) using measures that allow desired species to 
flush or escape (E511137Z1) (ac) 

347 

Heavy Use Area Protection (561) (sq ft) 1,200 800 

Hedgerow Planting (422) (ft) 1,593 

Heroaceous W,ed Treatment (315) (ac) 679 1,135 

Improving nutnent uptake efficiency and reducing risk of nutrient losses to surface 
690 water (E590118Z) (ac) 

Integrated Pest Management (I PM) (595) (ac) 11 

lighllng System Improvement (670) (no) 50 13 

livestock Pipeline (516) (ft) 11.888 1.668 

Mulching (484) (ac) 1 1 

No till to reduce water erosion (E329101Z) (ac) 25 

Prescnbed Burning (338) (ac) 74 49 
PTesc;:nbed Grazing (528) (ac:) , .. 103 

Reduce fOfest stand density to improve a degraded p{ant community {E666132Z2) 
(ac) 28 

Reduce ozone prect~rsor em1ssions related to pesticides by ullllzing IPM PA. \-1S 
690 technklues (E595129Z) {ac) 

Residue and Tillage Management, No-Till (329) (ac) 224 181 

Residue and Tlllage Management, Reduced lill (345) (ac) 1,58<> 1,506 

Ripanan Forest Buffer (391) {ac) 29 

Stream Cross1ng (578) (no) 1 

Stripcropplng (585) (ac) 166 166 

Subsurface Drain (606) (ft) 547 547 

Sw1tch fuel source for pump motor(s) (E374144Z2) (no) 1 

Terrace((i()())(ft) 8.038 6,818 

Tre~Shrub Estabhshment (612) (ac) 60 29 

Tree/shrub planting for wildlife cover (E612137Z) (ac) 17 

Tree/shrub planting for Wildlife food (E612136Z) (ac) 1 

Tree/Shrub S•te Preparation (490) (ac) 13 4 

Underground Outlet (620) (ft) 2,308 1.186 

Upland Wildlife Habitat Management (645) (ac) 348 267 

Water and Sed1ment Control Basin (638) (no) 1 10 

Watenng Fadhty (614) (no) 11 2 

Wetland Restoraoon (657) (ac) 62 

Wlndbreak/Shelterbelt Establishment (380) (ft) 380 380 

soil conservation: 
rr r 

noun: the preservation of soil 
against deterioration or erosion; 

the maintenance of the fertilizing 
elements for crop production. 

I -Planned Applied 
274 219 

-
Planned Applied 
10,326 10,621 

:lii'!!!~U;.a.:.J I:l!C llllllti.o.l 
0.10- Conservation plans written (Ac.) 9,646 

0.20- Watershed or area-wide conservation plans developed 
(No.) 

0.30- Stewardship plans written (Ac.) 623 

1.10 - Cropland w1th conservation applied to Improve soU quality 
9,412 

(Ac.) 
1.11 - Cropland with conservation applied to improve SOli health 

1,674 
and sustainability (Ac.) 
1.13- Cropland w1th an applied Soil Health Management 

714 
Sys1em (SHMS) (Ac.) 
2.10- Land with conservation applied to improve water quality 

10,515 
(Ac.) 
3.11 -Grazing land with conservation applied to protect and 
Improve the resource base (Ac.) 

516 

3.12 - Grazing land w1th a conservation system applied to 
64 

achieve a sustainable forage-animal balance (Ac.) 
3 21- Non-Federal land w1th conservation apphed to improve 

2,772 
hsh and wildhfe habitat quahty (Ac.) 
3.23- Conservation applied on land being actively managed for 

224 
w1ldhfe habitat (Ac.) 
3.40- Forest land with conservation applied to protect and 

7 
improve vegetative condition (Ac.) 

6.90- ConservatiOn Applied to improve Environmental Quahty 
(Ac.) 

10,621 

~ 

Cor')_servallon Reserve P.f.QQ_ram 

Program Eligibility Determinations (no) 265 

Status Rev1ews Performed (no) 174 

Plans Developed for new contracts (no) 24 

Plans Developed for expiring contracts (no) 142 

Environmental Quailtv lncent1ve Prqgram 

Number of Contracts (no) 22 

Dollars Obligated $361,114 

Conservalion Stewardship Prooram 

Number of Contracts (no) 13 

Dollars Obligated $586,682 

@llt 1'im1i :· . 
No-1111 (ac) 74 

Cover Crops (ac) 3,645 

Dollars Obligated $58,168 

IIi IJlllr~~,~~i!:!:q~ 

Cover Crops (ac) 808 

Dollars Obligated $20,183 

Your Complete Service Center 
• Tires: auto.,lt. truck. ·Brakes & Exhaust 
farm & Commercial ·Transmission service 

• Alignment ·Fuel injection cleaning 

COMPLETE TRAILER 
SALES & SERVICE 

Enclosed, Car. Flatbed, 

• Hitches • Trailer Hookups & More 
• Struts & Shocks 

r•rest'one 
KELLY.TIRES 

Stock, Utility & More! 

We also sell and install B&W 
Hitches, Rough Country 

Suspension & Snow Dogg Plows 

1 0-20th St. SE 
Oelwein, lA 

(Next to K-Mart) 
(319) 283-4040 
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FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY 1, 2017 through JUNE 30, 2018 JULY I, 2017 through JUNE 30,2018 

Checking Account Mone~ Market Account 

Beginning Balance $ 1,603.22 
Beginning Balance s 2,165.83 

Receipts 

Receipts Farm Bill 13B -IDALS s 1,219.21 

Money Market Transfers $ 9,104.67 IM Allocauon & Supplemental 2,750.00 

SWCD Foundation 4,508.00 Interest 7.94 

Technical Account 2,986.59 
PF Btologist IDALS 6,900.00 
SWCD Foundation 500.00 

Total Receipts s 11,377.15 
Total Receipts $ 16,599.26 

TOTAL s 13,542.98 

TOTAL $ 18,202.48 

Expenses 
Transfers to Checking $ 9,104.67 

Expenses 
IM Commissioner 2,573.55 
1M Office 485.33 
Office Supplies 536.65 Total Expenses $ 9,104.67 

PF Agreement 9,400.00 
Postage 58.00 
SWCD Foundation 2,986.59 Ending Balan<e 6/30/18 $ 4,438.31 

Total Expenses $ 16,040. 12 

Ending Balance 6/30/18 $ 2,162-36 

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

JULY 1, 2017 through JUNE 30,2018 

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

JULY I, 2017 through JUNE 30,2018 Technical Account 
Beginning Balance $ 1,520.72 

Receipts 
Farm Bill 13 - CDI $ 50.40 

Pal:roll Savings Account Fann Bill 138- CDI 1,367.71 

Beginning Balance s 2.77 Farm Bill 14 - CD! 2,599.87 
Supervisors 2,000.00 

Receipts 
SWCD Foundation 3,500.00 

Interest $ .15 Transfer from Payroll Savmgs 776.59 

Transfer from Technical Account 860.00 Total Receipts $ I 0,294.57 

Total Receipts $ 860.15 TOTAL $ 11,815.29 

TOTAL $ 862.92 

Expenses 
Accounting Services s 75.00 

Expenses Payroll 355.00 

Federal Taxes $ 75.98 SWCD Foundation 5,031.17 

State Taxes 2.43 Transfer to Payroll Savmgs 860.00 

Unemployment Taxes 5.00 
Transfer to Technical Account 776.59 

Total Expenses $ 860.00 
Total Expenses s 6,321.17 

Ending Balance 6/30/18 s 5,494.12 
Ending Balance 6/30118 s 2.92 
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ACCOUNT BAlANCE 

Be&lnnlng 8al1nce 

RECEIPTS: 
Transfer from CD #42000 
Tr.tnsfer from Sawings 
Refund of part tlme help payments 
Repayment from NRCS advance 
Refund from the Union on costs 
Void check #2176 for prln~ns costs 
Trees 
Supporters Club 
Ded Dessel Ml!morlal 
Aerial Spraylns 
Biannual Report Refund 
Proceeds From Robert Margroff Estate 
Scrapper Rental proceeds 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 

TOTAL CASH AVAilABLE 

TOTAL EXPENSES: 
COl Dues 
National Assoc of Conservation Olstrkts 
Retirement Sponsorship 
Bank Charses & Lesal Fees 
Purchase of New RlV ( Ranger) 
Friends of Wapsl Valley FFA 
loan to SWCO fivene County 
SWCO Technical Account Support 
Aerial Spraying 
Rc&O Donations 
Memorial 
Auction Item for Annual Meeting 
Trees 
Frelsht 
Hous Farm Land Taxes 
HOUIJ Field Day 

tea.al Feas for Hous Property 
Field Day E•pense.s Buses 
Field Day Expenses Food 
Olflco Supplies 
Appreciation Dinner 
Ranger/Repairs 
Water Monitoring Expenses 
Field Sisnase 
Olllce Help 
AdamGrlmm 
Pheasants Forever Donation 
Pheasant Forever Blolostst Support 
Soli and Water Conservation Scholarship 
Buildlna Repairs 
Foundation Insurance 
Prlntln& of Support Leners 
Postaae for Suppon Letters 
Web site development 
Annual Report 
USPS Mailing Permit 
Income Taxes for Foundation I Sales Tax 

TOTAL EXPENSES: 

Period End ina balance per Bank Statement 

FAYETTE COUNlY 
SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOUNDATION 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

July 2016/ 
June 2017 

12,269 

15,010 

S1,344 
100 

66,454 

78,713 

$ 8SO 
$ 775 
$ 1,726 
s 24 
s 10,887 

s 2,500 

s 2,045 
$ 111 

188 

740 

so 
10,175 

500 

500 
3SO 
650 
S39 

1,967 

12S 
265 

1,773 

36,740 

41,983 

July 2017/ 

1l!ll!..ill! 

$ 
s 
$ 

$ 

41,983 

2,986 
2,045 

S20 
125 

8,768 
220 

75 

14,739 

56,722 

400 
60 

S,S08 

2,700 

192 

SS2 

6S 

500 
s,ooo 

500 

570 
2,225 
1,719 

796 

225 

21,012 

3S,710 

Turkey River Watershed 
Management Authority 

By: Rod Marlatt, Chairman TRWMA 
So what is the Turl<ey River Watershed Management Aulhonty? 
Due to the histone flooding of 2008, the Iowa Legtslalure created the ability for 

entities to enter into offiaal governmental bodies to try to find ways to reduce flooding 
on a whole watershed basis. The Turl<ey River Watershed Management Aulhonty, 
TRWMA, established in 2012, was one of the first to form in the Slate of Iowa. While 
the name uses the word Authority, tllruly has no official authority. A WMA stmply en­
courages all entities to look at the watershed as a partnership of towns, agricultural 
and elected officials to come together to collectively enhance the watershed and 
increase its overall resiliency. These efforts will not only help reduce flooding, but 
will naturally trough defined practices improve water quality. 

The Turl<ey River is a massive Watershed. It contains 1 ,080,000 acres span­
ning across parts of 8 counties in Northeast Iowa. In Fayette County alone, the wa­
tershed drains 69.11% of the county (323,281 acres) and constitutes 29.84% of the 
overall watershed. The Turl<ey River is somewhat unique to other Iowa Watersheds 
Its source begins to our North and West in Howard and Chickasaw Counties. These 
counties are tn the Iowa Geologic surface on flat steep. These sleep hills and valleys 
speed the water up exponentially. Thus, when flooding occurs, the Turl<ey not only 
challenges us with extraordinary water quantities, it does so at a high rate of speed. 
These conditions cause massive damage to our soils, landscapes and of course the 
communities that lie along the liver. 

We are fortunate that almost all of the legal partners within the watershed 
are active members. Incredibly, the Aulhonty has 35 active member entities These 
include twenty-three communities, five counties, and seven Soil and Water Con­
servation Districts. We are also fortunate to have our Northeast Iowa Resource 
Conservation and Development staff hold it together with guidance and impeccable 
administration. 

The vision of the TRWMA is lhallhe Turl<ey River Watershed will be a high 
functioning hydrologic system that has increased resiliency in the face of chang­
ing precipitation patterns. Increased landscape resiliency will be achieved through 
the efforts of many partners worl<ing independently and collectively to increase the 
capacity of the watershed to slow and hold water for longer periods of time dur­
ing heavy precipitation events, and consistently tncrease groundwater infiltration 
throughout the watershed to reduce drought dunng extended penods of rainfall. 

Specific details of the Resiliency Plan are contained in our official Watershed 
Resiliency Plan, a 20 year Strategic Plan to increase the hydrologic function and 
resiliency of tlhe T url<ey River Watershed. 

Much has been accomplished since tlhe inception of the TRWMA. Pilot proJ­
ects on Otter Creek between West Union and Elgin, Iowa have been modeled by tlhe 
University of Iowa Flood Center This modeling has shown a nearly 5% reduction 
in peak flow attls moutlh at Elgin, Iowa. Multiple communities Wltlhin the watershed 
have implemented resiliency projects such as permeable pavers, rain gardens, and 
wetlands. Or agricultural producers, tlhrough tlhe leadership and guidance of our Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts have championed cover crops, EQUIP projects, 
easements, and most notable soil healtlh as likely the most promising plan for tlhe 
resiliency and quality of a watershed. 

I would encourage you to geltnvolved wttlh the WMA through whoever repre­
sents you and advocate for its goals. We know how to reduce flooding and subse­
quently improve water qualtly, we stmply just need to do 11. 

Mid-Contract Management activities coming Up 
{by Jesse Wegner, FSA) 

Mid-Contract Management (MCM) is a requirement for CRP. All producers with 
scheduled MCM practices in 2019 have received a cost-share packet with a high­
lighted map from the Fayette County FSA office. Some packets affecting new and 
re-enrolled CRP contracts will have an FSA-578 acreage certification that will need 
to be returned to the Fayette Countv FSA office. Producers, who are participating in 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are reminded to complete reqUired MCM 
aclivtties as defined in your conservation plan. 

There are two windows of opportunity to complete your MCM activity, please 
make the necessary arrangements to get your practice mmpleled BEFORE May 15 
or AFTER August 1. Absolutely no MCM activities are to be completed during the 
primary nesting season. 

NOTE: Spring burning has become a popular MCM choice, but having a 
"Plan B" lined up for an alternative MCM activity is necessary in case Mother 
Nature does not allow you to burn, or a contractor cannot get the job complet­
ed. Extensions are discouraged and will not be addressed until all planning 
options have been exhausted. Failure to perform planned MCM activities may 
lead to PENALITlES and/or the termination of your CRP contract and the re­
fund of all payments received to date. 

Once your MCM practice has been completed please contact FSA as soon as 
possible to finalize certification paperworl< and lum tn bills, so cost-share payments 
can be calculated and patd. If you have any questions about your upcomtng MCM 
acttvtty please contact tlhe Fayette County FSA at 563-422-5770 Ext 2 or NRCS at 
563-422-3868 Ext. 3 

WE PROUDLY SUPPORT OUR AREA CONSERVATIONIST! 
• New & Used Motors 
• V-Belts 

Make NAPA your first stop 
when looking for parts! 

• Wiring 
• Power Tools 
• Starters 
• Alternators 
• Generators 

Electnc Motor- Repatring and Rewinding 
"On-the-Farm" Service! 

We work on all brands of corn dryers. 

Electric Motor Shop 
12637 Hwy. 18 • Postville. lA -

563-864-7 35 1 After-hours emergency: 563-SM-30 12 

We make CUSTOM 
Hydraulic Hoses! 

4NAPA~ 

AIIJ'O PARTS 

Quality parts, filters, accessories, 
tools & supplies for cars, trucks, farm 

equipment, imports AND MORE! 

563-422-3896 
112 E. Elm St., West Union, lA 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.- 5 p.m., Sat, 8 a.m. -10 a.m. 
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From the Iowa Secretary 
of Agriculture 

As I travel the state I see Io­
wans both on the farm and in town 
who take being good stewards of 
the land very seriously. Iowans in 
commun ities across the state care 
deeply about protecting our state's 
natural resources. They want to 
leave the land better for their chil­
dren and grandchildren. 

I'm proud of the work of our 
team at the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
and the many partners across the 
state committed to soil conserva­
tion and improving water quality. 

For example, just in the last 
year we saw: 

• 2,800 farmers signed up 
to invest an estimated $9 million 
in funding to match $5 million 
in state cost share funds to adopt 
cover crops. no-till or strip till , or 
use a nitrification inhibitor when 
applying fall fertilizer 

• 760,000 acres of cover crops 
in Iowa in 2017, an increase of 22 
percent from the year before 

• $420 million in funding for 
programs with a water quality ben­
efit, a $32 million increase from 
the prior year 

• 64 demonstration projects 
located across the state to help 
implement and demonstrate water 
quality practices 

We are seeing improvements 
within the small watersheds that 
have been a focus of our efforts 
and now moving beyond demon­
stration projects to focus on imple­
mentation efforts within larger tar­
geted watersheds. 

We are also looking at new 
ways to expand adoption of proven 
practices such as cover crops. Last 
year we began a three-year dem-

onstration r---------, 
project 
that pro­
vides 
crop in­
s ur a n ce 
premium 
reduction 
for farm­
ers who 
use cover 
crops. 
We are 
pleased by L-..L...--'.._....:.....:_.:.....J 

the initial 
response and are working toward 
continued expansion of cover 
crops across in the state. 

Thanks to the hard work 
of the Legislature and Governor 
Reynolds, we are fortunate to 
now have long-term water quality 
funding in place. The legislation 
that was passed and signed into 
law commits more than $280 mil­
lion to water quality efforts in Jowa 
over the next 12 years 

The Department will receive 
$2 million this year, $4 million 
next year and then $15 million an­
nually through this legislation. We 
are targeting this new funding to­
wards conservation infrastructure 
practices such as wetlands, satu­
rated buffers and bioreactors 

We are on the right path but 
have more work to do. I look for­
ward to continuing to work with 
our incredible farmers and hun­
dreds of partners throughout Iowa 
to make even more significant wa­
ter quality improvements in our 
state. 

--Mike Naig, Iowa 
Secretary of Agriculture 
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The Perspective of Time 
By Tim Wagner, Outreach Coordinator 

lzaak Walton League 

Since growing up on my par­
ents' farm in the 60s and 70s, I've 
seen tremendous transformations 
in agriculture. 

I so well recall that moment 
when Dad drove in the yard with 
his new john Deere 4020, replac­
ing that old IH 400, and as a young 
lad thinking, "Boy, weve hit the 
big time now!" A couple years 
later, Dad really stepped up when 
he purchased a cab for that 4020. 
"You mean we can go out in the 
field all day and not get beat up by 
the wind and the cold?" I asked. 
Life was good. 
Countless times I went back and 
forth across Dad's fields in the Fall, 
pulling a 4-bottom plow, burying 
the corn and soybean residue with 
rich, black Iowa soil, and enjoying 
the scene as hundreds of seagulls 
followed me aU day feasting on 
earthworms. Pulling out of the 
field at the end of the day, I expe­
rienced a warm feeling of pride to 
see how much of that SO-acre field 
I was able to turn over in just eight 
hours. Little did we know then that 
we were doing exactly the opposite 
of what Mother Nature intended. 
Working today as agricultural out­
reach coordinator for the lzaak 
Walton League of America, I can't 
help but think a lot about those 
days and continually be amazed 
at the changes we have witnessed 
over the years: Some good, some 
not so good. Increased soil losses, 
increased flooding, much higher 
nitrates and other pollutants in 
our rivers and lakes, loss of wildlife 
habitat ... these are all ag-related 
challenges r am working to help 
address. 

In spite of these challenges, 

I find it very 
fortuitous to be 
with one of this 
nation's legacy 
co nservation 
o rganizations 
at this time and 
place and have 
the opportunity 
to help shape fu­
ture agriculture 
policy. Why do 
I say that? In a 
word: revolu­
tion. 
Specifically, I'm 
talking about 
the soil health 
and regenera­
tive agriculture 
movement. It's a 
solution as big 
as the problems 

we seek to solve, and it's is sweep­
ing across the country. Search the 
term "soil health symposium" and 
one quickly gets a sense at the 
breadth of which the soil health 
movement is exploding. Soil con­
ferences are occurring all over the 
world. Close to home, there are 
many weeks, particularly in winter, 
when I could easily find a meeting 
or conference on the topic within a 
couple hours' drive. 

Like most revolutions, it's not 
coming from policy makers in the 
state capitol or Washington DC. 
Rather, it's literally growing from 
the ground up. It's being led by 
farmers who have seen firsthand 
the true costs of large scale mono­
culture, industrial agriculture, and 
have figured out that their very 
survival depends on developing 
new techniques with which to 
farm. Farmers are challenging the 
paradigm of focusing on "yield" 
rather than profit. These farmers 
have figured out that "just because 
my dad farmed this way doesn't 
mean that it was the absolute right 
way." Because they have observed 
precious soil washing down into 
the ditch, into the creek and the 
Mississippi River, then on down 
to the Gulf of Mexico, they fig­
ured out that being a good farmer 
means taking care of the land and 
soil for that next generation. It also 
means keeping more of their hard­
earned money vs giving it all away 
to the myriad of industrial players 
that spend millions hawking their 
wares at an annual !lathering ironi­
cally called the ' Farm Progress 
Show." 

These farmers seek to build 
rich soil that hosts a multitude of 
living organisms, functioning as 
Mother Nature designed, grow­
ing plants both effectively and ef­
ficiently, without lots of extra syn­
thetic ingredients. 

I have had the opportunity 
to learn about and meet some of 
these "revolutionary" farmers like 
North Dakota's Gabe Brown, Rus­
sell Hedrick of North Carolina, 
Seth Watkins from Taylor County, 
Iowa, and of course NE Iowa's own 
Loren Steinlage. I find it fascinat­
ing to listen to these folks talk 
about their love of the land, to hear 
them discuss their experiments, 
failures, and their successes. The 
observable passion from fa rm­
ers like these is what's driving this 
revolution. 

What is the lzaak Walton 
League's role? As described in the 
IW LA pledge to be "Defenders 
of Soil, Air, Woods, Waters, and 

Wildlife;· we not only embrace this 
movement, we see our job as one 
to help nourish and grow it. My 
work involves presenting to Izaak 
Walton League chapters and other 
groups with short talks and slide 
shows on the benefits of soil health 
practices and policy changes that 
encourage it. Our outreach efforts 
include partnering with groups 
like the Fayette County SWCD to 
help put on workshops, like we did 
in September at Upper Iowa Uni­
versity. 

During legislative season, 
League staff and members work 
hard in advancing language in 
state policies that promote soil 
health and protect our soils and 
waters while also safeguarding 
public health. At the federal level, 
the 2018 Farm Bill included or 
maintained provisions that came 
about due to collaborative efforts 
with the League and many other 
conservation groups. Those provi­
sions are designed to help farmers. 
improve the health of their soil and 
be better stewards of the land. The 
Izaak Walton League also utilizes 
numerous media platforms to in 
form and foster more discu.';;~;ions. 
"Soil Matters" i.s our n.Hiorhll hint' 
site where anyone can read .1buut 
some of our ag-related activitie~. 
happenings in pobcy at both the 
state and federal levels, and op 
portunities for our members and 
the public to get engaged. Thi; can 
be found at bttps·l/www 1wla.orl:<' 
<::QP4iervation/soils-agtjcultu~. 

Never has there been such 
an exciting time as now to work 
within the realm of agriculture 
and the weUbein~ of what we used 
to just call "dirt. In reality, more 
and more farmers are coming to 
understand that healthy soil is the 
very foundation of everything we 
as humans require from this plan­
et. If we treat it n~ht, it will treat 
us right. That's real farm progress" 
from farmers who know. 

Tim Wagner works as acricul­
ture outreach coordinator Jor the 
lzaak Walton League in Iowa and 
Jlliinois. He lives in Decorah with 
his wife Shawna. He welcomes your 
thoughts at twagner<wiw/a.org. 

Tile drainage is an Dependable Tiling Repairs 
exceptional agricultural 
practice that extracts 
excess water from soil. 
reducing soil moisture 
levels to allow optimal 

crop growth. E & D Repair 
provides top-quality soli tiling 

that will help your crops 
flourish like never before. 

• W ATER LEAKAGE REPAIR 

• W ATER DAMAGE REPAIR 
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• TILING REPAIR 

Quality Tiling Services 
• FIELD TILLING 
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PLANT THE SEED TO PROTECT YOUR FUTURE . 

N auholz Insurance Agency, Inc. 
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West Main Plaza • Hwy. 93 West 
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Northeast Iowa RC&D Working in Fayette County 
By Ross Evilsizer, RC & D 

Northeast Iowa RC&D is working 
in Fayette County on a number of excit­
mg proJects. 

Multi-Croppmg: Many corn and 
soybean producers are struggling today 
because of volatile commodity mar­
kets, weed pressure, production costs, 
and pressure to reduce natural resource 
degradation, particularly nutrient and 
soil loss and soil degradation. Multi­
cropping Is a r~generative management 
system of agnculture that build soil 
health and diversifies opportunities for 
producers. Relay cropping, double crop­
ping, poly croprmg, and inter-cropping 
are all forms o multi-cropping. RC&D 
has formed a Multi-Cropping Collab­
orative umting producers and partners 
to tmplem~nt multi-cropping systems, 
share learmng and data with each other, 
inform all aspects of the project, and 
share and expand project learning with 
other Iowa producers. Producers are im­
plementing multi-cropping systems on 
their farms to track soil health benefits 
and economic data of multi-cropping 
versus a conventional system. Other 
partners involved mclude NRCS, Risk 
Management Agency, Luther College 
and other public and private partners 
working together to minimize the risk 
for adoption of, and maximize the ben· 
efits for producers implementing multi· 
cropping systems. This project will dem· 
onstrate and evaluate the potential of 
multi ·cropping systems as an effective 
and economical method for improving 
water qu~lty and soLI health in Iowa. The 
goal of this proJect lS to increase aware­
ness and knowledge of multi-cropping 
systems wllh producers, the agriculture 
industry, and conservation profession· 
als. To follow along with the project, 
follow @multiiowa on Twiner and Face­
book. 

The City of Postville and Northeast 
Iowa RC&D have teamed up to develop 
the Reg1onal Urban Stormwater Dem· 
onstration Site m Postville where several 

~~:"t!o:~~~~o~~~~~~ b~~~ 
~t~~~~~~:aJoL~b~ ~~~~!';~~rra~~~ 
onst.ration Site mclude, ram gardens, 
bioswale.s, butterfly garden, community 

orch~d and a rain harvest system. Com­
muruty members and school classes 
from around the region will be invited to 
visit the demonstration site where they 
will engage m hands·on learnmg about 
the effects stormwater runoff has on wa­
ter quality and flooding m urban and 
rural landscapes. Teachers who bring 
their students to the Stormwater Dem­
onstration Site, will be encouraged to 
participate in the .. Watershed Guardian" 
program which is a funding opportunity 
that will enable students to install a con· 
servation practice m thetr own commu­
nity. Awards of up to $500, and awards 
up to $5,000 are available to schools who 
visit the Reg1onal Urban Stormwater 
Demonstration Site and take part in the 
Watershed Guard•an Program. The Wa­
tershed Guardian Program provides the 
opportunity to not only educate com· 
munity leaders, but also ~commu· 
nity leaders. It proVIdes the platform to 
educate, empower and inspire students 
to address environmental issues facing 
rural towns in Northeast Iowa and strat· 
egies that can be incorporated ind1vidu· 
ally or communally. lf interested email 
Tori at tori@northeastiowarcd.org. 

Northeast Iowa RC&D is also as­
sisting communities in the area with 
applications to implement stormwater 
best management practices that help 
infiltrate runoff and improve water qual­
ity in urban areas. RC&D has assisted 
Monona, Postville, Winthrop, Waukon, 
Fayene, and most recently, West Umon. 
in applying to the State Revolving Loan 
Fund Clean Water Sponsored Projects 
Program. This program is designated 
for communities applying for loans to 
complete wastewater projects. Commu· 
nities that apply are eligible for portion 
of the interest generated by the loan to 
be returned to the community to invest 
in stonnwater infrastructure. To date, 
RC&D has helped communities ap­
ply and receive $3 million in sponsored 
project funds for urban stormwater im· 
provements. These efforts by Northeast 
Iowa communities help improve water 
quality, reduce flooding, and bridge ~e 
gap between rural and urban water as· 
sues. 
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USDA obligates more than $63 million in 
conservation funding to Iowa farmers 

In fiscal year 2018, USDAS Natural Resources 
Conservation Service (NRCS) obligated more than 
$63 million to Iowa farmers and landowners for con­
servation practices that will treat natural resource 
concerns on more than 450,000 acres. 

Iowa NRCS financial assistance programs in­
clude the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP), the Conservation Stewardship Program 
(CSP) and the Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program (RCPP). 

Record-Setting Year for EQIP 
Through EQIP, NRCS obligated a record $30 

million through 1,414 contracts, treating 154,191 
acres. Nearly one-third of Iowa's EQIP funding went 
to grassland-based practices such as watering facili­
ties, fence, and pipeline to support livestock grazing 

systems. 
Kurt Simon, State Conservationist for NRCS in 

Iowa, says his staff obligated 36 percent more EQIP 
funds than the prior five-year average. "Management 
practices that Improve soil health and water quality, 
such as cover crops and no-till, are very popular in 
Iowa," he said. "There is also a lot of interest in our 
EQIP funding for organic agriculture, monarch but­
terflies and other pollinators, and on-farm energy im­
provement:' 

In july, NRCS announced special EQIP fund­
ing to support livestock grazing systems in drought­
stricken areas of> utheast Iowa. Through the special 
funding, livestock producers signed 362 EQIP con­
tracts totaling more than $3.6 millton that will treat 
natural resource concerns on about 38,800 pasture 
acres. 

Simon said the funding came at a crucial time 
for southern Iowa livestock producers. "Ponds were 
drying up and grazing conditions were worsening af­
ter consecutive J.ears of low rainfall in that part of the 
state," he said. We felt if we could provide extra as­
sistance for water well access and rotational grazing, 
it would help to improve forages and natural resource 
issues." 

RCPP 
In fiscal year 2018, Iowa NRCS obligated nearly 

$5 million through RCPP to treat natural resource 
concerns on 33,000 cropland acres. NRCS provided 
assistance to producers through RCPP partnership 
agreements and 235 contracts. There are currently 10 
RCPP projects in Iowa. 

The Midwest Ag Water Quality Project, led by 
the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stew­
ardship, is currently Iowa's largest RCPP project cov­
ering five major watersheds. Through this project, 
NRCS obligated $3.4 million to Iowa farmers through 
153 contracts treating about 28,000 cropland acres. 
Water quality practices such as bioreactors, saturated 
buffers, cover crops, wetlands and no-till are popular 
practices funded through this project. 

Along with water quality projects, Iowa's RCPP 
projects are helping to improve monarch butterfly 
habitat, soil health, and forages for livestock grazing. 

CSP 
Iowa continues to be one of the nation's leaders 

in CSP contracts. Iowa NRCS obligated about $28.5 
million through new and renewed CSP contracts dur­
ing the past year. In fiscal year 2018,439 Iowa farmers 
signed new five-year CSP contracts helping to treat 
233,522 acres. Another 59 farmers renewed their CSP 
contracts for five years, which will treat about 30,000 
acres. 

"CSP is an excellent program for many of our 
conservation-minded Iowa farmers:· said Simon. 
"CSP rewards these farmers for their historically solid 
conservation work and encourages them to take ad­
ditional •teps to improve conditions on the land." 

Integrated pest management, nutrient manage­
ment and cover crops were the most popular practices 
Iowa farmers adopted through CSP, followed by con­
servation cover, no-till and conservation crop rota­
tions. "It is no coincidence that producers with stew­
ardship program contracts are adopting practices that 
protect water quality and improve soil health," said 
Simon. "These are farmers who care about their land 
and those living and farming downstream." 

Cover Crops Most Popular Practice 
Across the state, cover crops were the most 

popular practice contracted by Iowa farmers in 2018 
through NRCS financial assistance programs, with 
314,822 acres scheduled to be planted through con­
tracts that run up to five years. 

For individual county results, check out our 
Far_rn Bill_.f~!}fram Maps. Iowa NRCS program infor­
mation is avai able at www.ia.nrcs.usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity employer. pro­
vider and lender. 

Iowa's #1 
Destination Garden ·center 

·10 minutes from West Union 
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Maynard Savings Bank is proud of its 
long partnership with area landowners 
and their ongoing conservation efforts! 

~ 

~ Maynard Savings Bank 
_ Since 

1895 
_ Maynard: 563-637-2289 • Hazleton: 319-636-2431 

~ ~ Visit us at www.maynardsavingsbank.com f.!r. 

DeLaval 
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VMS Robotic Units 

Dairy industry continues to 

advance and we are here to 

work with you. 
___,~__J 

United-Suckow Dairy Supply, LLC 
563-422-5355 r.: Delaval 563-864-7 417 

210 N. lndustrial Parkway, West Union Hwys. 18 & 52 5., Postville 

Dillon Law, PC 
Patrick B. Dillon 

Jill Dillon 

Offices in Sumner and Volga City 
www.dillonlawpc.com 

563-578-1850 
, Agricultural Law, Taxation & Tax Preparation, 
; Estate Planning,- Real Estate and Bankr·uptcy 

West Union, lA 
Decorah, lA m Randy Koehn 
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PORTABlE BUilDINGS Prairie du Chien, WI 
Dubuque, lA 

563•422• 7631 facebook.com/RGKWestUnion 

rgkportablebuildings@gmail.com www.rgkportablebuildings.com 
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Conservation work is still being done 
When I was a kid growing 

up on the farm I remember mom 
and dad used to take us kids for 
an evening drive around the coun­
tryside. At the time I never really 
understood the purpose, but I en­
joyed them none the less. My dad 
was in his own little world, arm out 
the window, commenting once in a 
while how great Jim's beans looked 
or what a great stand of corn Roy 
had. Mom even seemed to get a 
little peace and quiet during these 
drives as my brothers and I were 
mesmerized by the cool breeze 
and the orange glow of the sunset 
in the horizon. On one of these 
excursions I remember asking my 
dad what those grass lines in the 
field were. "Those are terraces" he 
replied without hesitation. At the 
time, his explanation of why they 
were out there didn't make much 
sense to a I 0-year old, but he was 
my dad and he knew everything. 

Now that I'm older and work 
in the conservation 
field I've seen lots of 
new technologies 
that make farm­
ing and livestock 
production much 
more efficient and 
productive. Tech­
nology and re­
search has led to 
the development 
of new practices 
such as bioreactors, 
saturated buffers 
and nitrogen miti-
gating wetlands, 
but technology 
and research has 
also confirmed that 
many of the practices that farm-

ers and landowners were building 
back in the early forties are still ef­
fective today. 

The Iowa Department of Ag­
riculture and Land Stewardship 
has partnered with farmers and 
landowners for more than four 
decades to support the adoption 
of proven conservation practices. 
Recently, the Department part­
nered with Iowa State University, 
Iowa Department of Natural Re­
sources, Iowa Nutrient Research 
and Demonstration Council, Iowa 
Nutrient Research Center, and the 
National Laboratory for Agricul­
ture and the Environment to com­
plete a statewide effort to identify 
and map six types of common con­
servation practices. The study is 
the most comprehensive inventory 
of conservation practices in the 
nation. An analysis of the results 
shows the value of this public and 
private investment in conservation 
would be 6.2 billion in today's dol-

lars. Addi­
tional anal­
ysis work is 
underway 
to quantify 
the water 
quality im­
pacts these 
practices 
are having 
in terms 
of reduced 
sediment 
and phos­
phorus 
loads to Io­
wa's lakes, 
nvers and 
streams. 

The initial nwnber of practic-

VInce Sitzman 

es identified throughout the state 
by the mapping project include: 

• 114,400 pond dams 
• 327,900 acres of grassed wa­

terways 
• 506,100 terraces stretching 

88,874 miles 
• 246,100 water and sediment 

basins stretching 12,555 miles 
• 557,700 acres of contour 

buffer strips 
• 109,800 acres of strip crop­

ping 
These numbers reflect a tre­

mendous amount of conservation 
work that has been completed on 
Iowa's productive farm ground. 
Today, as I'm driving down the 
highway with my kids, I'm always 
quick to point out the cover crops 
and conservation practices I see in 
the countryside, particularly the 
newly constructed ones. I'm not 
sure it I do it to educate my kids 
about agriculture and conserva­
tion or if it's more for my gratifi­
cation knowing that conservation 
work is still being done. I suppose 
it's a little of both. 

Cereal rye cover crop growing in Fayette County, Iowa. 
Photo by Aaron Anderson. 

Cover Crops 
Practice Description: 

Cover crops are planted in addition to a cash crop in order to gain 
environmental and economic benefits. In Iowa, cover crops are usually 
seeded into standing corn or soybeans, or after those cash crops are har­
vested. 

In a typical corn-soybean rotation, there are only living roots in the 
ground four to five months out of the year. Fall and spring rains often ar­
rive in Iowa when there are no living roots on agricultural fields, leading 
to nitrate-nitrogen being washed away. Cover crops provide living roots 
during this time of year. These roots absorb nitrate-nitrogen and prevent 
it from being lost. 

According to Iowa's Nutrient Reduction Strategy, cereal rye and oat 
cover crops, when included in a corn-soybean rotation, have the poten­
tial to reduce nitrate-nitrogen loss by 31% and 28%, respectively. A cereal 
rye cover crop has the potential to decrease phosphorus loss by 29% ac­
cording to the same report. 

Practice benefits: • Decrease soil erosion • Increase soil microbial 
acitivty (soil health) • Decrease nutrient runoff and leaching • Increase 
soil carbon • Suppress weeds • Improve soil structure (increased infiltra­
tion, decreased compaction, increased water holding capacity) • Man­
age soil moisture • Provide habitat for beneficial insects, poUinators, and 
wildlife • Provide forage for farm animals • Break disease cycles 

LisaBahe 
Ag Loan Officer 

JimKullmer 
President 

Stop in and talk with Lisa or Jim! 
We're here for all of Your Ag Needs! 

Your Community, Your Bank 

Community Bank of Oelwe· 
319-283-4000 

www.bankoelwein.co 
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Managing prairie and native CRP with prescribed fire 
Allie Rath " d uil t b ful Thi all · u!d · c1 d r th@ h 

1 1 
the mid-west. One of the best ways conuerous trees, an b · dup of o e success . s usu y starts Cles you co m u e 10r grasses: 

ara P easan s orever.org to manage a native seeding or rem- vegetative material (thatch) from Wlth creating a firebreak and male- Timothy, Red Top, Perermial Rye 
Prescribed fire is a great tool nant prairie is to make sure those years of growth. and death/senes- mg a wntten plan for how the burn Grass, and for le~es: Alfalfa, 

we can utilize to manage native native plants survive and prosper. cence. A prescnbed fire can help will be conducted. Ladino Clover, Wh1te Clover, Red 
prairies and Conservation Reserve A couple of big threats to our prai- Wlth all three of ~ese threats. . Prepanng_ you~ . firebreak Clover, Alsike Clover, or Partridge 
Program (CRP) areas. Our native ries and natives are the encroach- An appropnately-timed fire pnor to burnmg mimmiZes the Pea. 
grasses and wildflowers evolved ment of introduced cool-season will invigorate prairie species and potential for esc~pe when the burn . If you were unable to estab­
with fire as the Native Americans species (like smooth bromegrass), help suppress introduced cool-sea- IS executed. TyPICallr, the firebreak hsh a green firebreak ~hen the site 
and storms set patches ablaze in the encroachment of deciduous or son grasses and woody vegetation. should be 20 to 30 Wlde around was seeded,! would still h1ghly en­

The preferred time would be in late the peruneter. The fall before you courage mowing a 20' to 30' fire­
spring, usually late April through intend to burn you should mow break as soon as possible if you're 
May 14. The formal nesting season the break two to three times start- scheduled to burn for your CRP 
is May IS - August 1 and carmot mg after the I st of August. Mow- plan this year. The best option is 
be disturbed during this time. You ing multiple times allows the fire- if you would have mowed at least 
will want to see your introduced break to be mowed short, the dead once before this winter. However, 
cool:seasons (i.e. smooth brome) material to deteriorate~ and ~reen- the next best thing could be gettin~ 
starting to come up, about 6" up to occur more qUickly m the the firebreak mowed as soon as its 
high, to trigger your time to burn. spring. If needed, the firebreak can dry enough to do so. Depending 
Burning at this stage will help set als~ be m~wed once or twice in the on when this transpires, you may 
back the brome (because its grow- spr~~ pnor to burnmg. For an be able to do one or two mowings 
ing point is out of the ground and additional safety l'recaution, you this winter/spring. If you're not 
vulnerable) and stimulate your can d1sk or till a strip alongside the able to get it mowed until a month 
native warm-season grasses and area. to be burned exposing black or less before you go to burn you 
wildflowers. This would also be soil m the firebreak. You may need may need to do some raking of the 
the time where some of your en- !O reseed the disked area, depend- cut thatch. You will want to rake 
croaching trees may be leafing out mg on what comes back up. th1s away from the burn unit, as 
and could be hurt by the fire. Establishing a green firebreak raking it into the burn unit will 

Example of a quality firebreak that has been mowed for two seasons prior to 
conducting their prescribed bum 

This photo illustrates back burning off of a mowed firebreak. The fire was 
started in the SE corner and is moving NW against the wind blowing out of 
that direction. 

While prescribed burning is planted to introduced legumes and ~nly help the fire smolder, after 
one of our greatest tools for wild- non-aggressive mtroduced grasses ht, m one area and create a "baby­
life and prairie management you is encouraged . when establishing sitting". nightmare and a spot fire 
need to be very careful and diligent a native prame planting. Spe- precaution. The cleaner you can 

get this firebreak the safer your fire 
will be. 

Native grasses and flowers growing and blooming following a dormant spring 
bum. 

Fire is an important tool used 
to maintain and invigorate native 
prairie. But a burn plan of where, 
what, how, when, and why should 
be put together a month or more 
before you plan to burn. A pre­
scribed fire should always be start­
ed on the downwind side (i.e. with 
a NW wind, the ignition pomt 
would be the SE corner) and at the 
top of a slope (fire travels quickly 
uphill). Allowmg the lire to back-

PRESCRIBED FIRE 
Cont. on Page IS 
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PRESCRIBED FIRE ConL from Page 14 

burn into the wind and downhill 
will allow for a slower and more 
controlled burn. In fact, allowing a 
site to mostly back-burn will pro­
vide a hotter and more complete 
burn that will more effectively sup­
press the introduced cool-seasons 

and woody vegetation. You should 
always avoid blowing smoke over 
a main road, into a town, and to­
wards a neighbor with breathing 
issues or livestock facility. Keep 
these in mind while preparing 
for a prescribed fire: inform your 

neighbors that you are burning. 
make sure you have plenty of help, 
water, wear clothes made of natu­
ral fibers, leather boots and gloves, 
and have the necessary tools to 
complete the burn. Always con­
tact the county dispatch to let 

Supporting 
our area soil and water 

conservationists! 
Expert Well-Pump and Septic Service & Installation 

Becker Hardware is your 
Hardware, Plumbing, 
Heating, Electrical, 

Underground Wire Locating, 
Boom Truck, Trencher, 

Backhoe and Installation, 
DESTINATION! 

UfTR/flt( IIIAFIII. 

,. •o•nt PVMP s•arlt: 

them know you're intending to 
start a controlled burn and where 
the location will be. Additionally, 
it is recommended to call dispatch 
back when the burn is completed 
to let them know it is done. NRCS 
has a Prescribed Burning job sheet 
that helps take you tlirough all 
these important factors. Please 
stop by your local NRCS office to 
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grab a copy! 
For more information, please 

contact Allie Rath, Farm Bill Wild­
life Biologist with Pheasants For­
ever at (319) 330-60 I 5 or arath@ 
~orev%frJL_or contact 
your local Natu 1\esources Con­
servation Service (NRCS) office 
for assistance. 

www .beckerh ardwareinc.com ~ "-rc. platessuppon h•bkrt..wa-• ... 111".,."'· U.,., COI.tllty lftd nat• ~rb.wftdllle .-... oft,pedelconc:.,n, aftd 
,_.., rn...,um .. eac~Hdto.ut•IM'Ik\treYtft~te~to~"£AP· r~-.llnfor-tloftvbtt: _ _.....9.,. 

u n'nS<d Inswllers 101 W. Main St., Ossian • 563-532-9120 
all of Northeast Iowa for over 133 

'MIJ[ff)[ff) Df[l 
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The adjustable gang Identifier shows location on 
infinite number of settings between s• and 15• that 
can easily be set while on the move- no need to stop 
when field conditions rhange or when you want 
to change angles. The gangs can be comfortably 

'----"-='----'---~ changed from the cab hydraulically. 

PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA 

• Cold & Hot Pressure Washers 
• Cabinet Parts Washers 
• Steam Cleaners 
• Recycle Systems 
• Detergents 
• Parts & Accessories www.midwestcleaningalkota.com 

Midwest Alkota/PowerJet 
Doug & Jan Kiel - Owners 

18297 Lincoln Rd. Fayette • 563-425-3219 
3.5 mi. South of West Union on Hwy. 150 
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At-a-Glance 
Iowa NRCS ·October 2018 
State Conservat10n1st Kurt S1mon 
'>15-2R4-6655j Kurt S1mon@USDA gov 

FY18 Total Program "·CEP $10.S M 
Accomplishments ~ 1,617 AC 23..amen~s 

CSP $28.6 M* ~OOOAC 499 c:on1n1c11 

_._ ... __ ........,..,FY211a_ 
CSP-Conservatlon s-ardship l'rc9am 
e FY18 Renewal 

$2.9M 

M __ _,._ .... ._... ..... ._ ... __ _ 
Ongoing Program Workload 
Active Contracts, Easements & Acres 
• CSP • BliP 

1JfTM....,. 
317.$l38CNS 

EQIP-Envlronmental Quality lncenttvoa Progrom 
~by Sub-Accounts 

~:~~b $29.8 M 85,500 AC 858 contracts 

Total 
Organic $426,300 2,500AC 

:I:,,,' ' 1 f 1 j l, //,( 1'1/ ( 

NWQt 

MR81 

On Fann 
Energy 

I 

$885,000 1,600AC 

$411,700 2,500AC 

$2.22 M 7,300 AC 

~~unnol $258,000 29AC 

21 contrac:ta 

17 contracts 

97 contracts 

29 contrac:ta 

Specializing in: 
·New Homes 
• Remodels 
·Geothermal 
• Replacements N~ ;)' ME HAN CAL 
• Installation 

and Service 

PI DIBI\G • llf.\TI\G ' Fl ECTRIC\1 19034 Fleet Rd .. 
Elgin. lA 

www.neiamechanical.com 

FY18 RCPP- Resource Conservation Partnership Program 

~~~~~':: $157,100 

Middle Cedar 
S86,000 Paltnerohlp 1'11lject 

Fox River 
$176,000 Water Quality Project 

370AC 16 contracts 

420AC 3oontracts 

455AC 7oontracts 

RCCPProjocts 
Soloctod In FY18 

DnftlessAteeHablrallorlhe 
Wild and Raro. Pheu 2 
NRCS Funds $750,000 

Smlfll§eJd Gro Su1tUMble 
G,..,S'f'l'lyC/uuns 
NRCS Funds· $602,5410 

lmovatfvo ConseMIUon 
Ag $260,000 1,060AC 18 oontrocts 

Midwest Ag Water 
Quality 1'11lject $3 4 M 27,900AC 153oontracts 

FY181owa Partne,.ln Conserwotlon Projects _...cs_c_,.,..,.,.._.""""'..,_ ~,_...__._...,_~ 

..,._.,ea-._nFYt&~lnll .. bolOOd ""'-­

.,~--...cs-._ .... ...__ -.:cor.,...._ ...... _llott_~ ... - ..... top... Fl<jocl .. ____ , ...... ~ ... 

.....,__cntnfra- ---hhC:.W.Oook-($!11l112) _....,._._ ...... _'-­
___ ., __ 
Fl<jocl .. _rnd __ ., __ 
-b-(S/13.1>37) 

""""vt7I>Qif>r.M_.,._,.,..._ 

--~­
__,__ _ .. _ .. _..,_rnd __ """"' 
....-,;,,..,._,($460.tml 

0 

-0..0 ... ___ 
-. ..... c:a.roy _ .. _ ... -.......-u ....... - .... 
-Oook-l$l0S.500) ___ ,_'­___ ., __ _ .. __ ., __ ..,_ 
_.......-u .. ___ I,I7511J1111 

-Natural 
Resources 
Conservation 
Service 

GPS Grade Control Tiling 

PROUDLY OnMsite Concrete Crushing 

SALUTING 
ALL OUR 
FAYETTE COUNTY 
SOIL & WATER 
CONSERVATIONISTS 

Site Preparation 

Septic Systems 

Waterlines 

Demolition 

Waterways 

Excavation 

Drainage 
Your work has .not gone wuzoticed! Keep it up! 

LICENSED & BONDED WITH OVER 21 YEARS EXJPERJEl'~CE 
1417 Whitetail Ave., Sumner, lA 50674 

Paul 319-269-0952 • Sam 319-231-4831 
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Another record IJear 
for conservation 

For the second consecutive 
year, Iowa farmers and landown­
ers substantially stepped up their 
commitment to conservation 
through Farm Bill programs. In 
fiscal year 2018, USDA's Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) obligated more than $63 
milljon to Iowa farmers and land­
owners, a 35 percent increase from 
FY 2017. 

Last year, Iowa farmers re­
ceived $46.4 milljon in USDA 
assistance to implement conser­
vation 'practices on their land 
through Farm Bill programs ad­
ministered by NRCS. This was a 20 
percent, or $10 m@on, increase. 

These financial investments 

Kurt Simon 
IowaNRCS 

State Consrevationist 

help support ag commuruty economies because more dollars are spent at 
local coops, paid to contractors and invested in fencing. trees and seed. 
But more importantly it also reflects the growing investment in private 
lands conservation by Iowa's farmers and landowners. 

More than 450,000 acres, an area the size of Webster County, will 
be treated by Iowa landowners and farmers through FY 2018 Farm Bill 
contracts. To put this in perspective, these area is equal to all the cropland 
acres in Connecticut, Massachusetts and New Hampshlre combined. 

JEEP. FREEDOM DAYS SPRING 
Record-Setting Year for EQIP 

Through EQIP, NRCS obligated a record $30 m@on through 1,414 
contracts. Nearly one-third of Iowa's EQ1P funding went to grassland­
based practices such as watering facilities, fence, and pipeline to sup­
port livestock grazing systems. In July, NRCS announced special EQIP 
funding to support livestock grazing systems in drought-stricken areas of 
southeast Iowa. Through the special funding, livestock producers signed 
362 EQIP contracts totaling more than $3.6 million that will treat natural 
resource concerns on about 38,800 pasture acres. 

SALES EVENT 

This funding came at a crucial time for southern Iowa livestock pro­
ducers. Ponds were drying up and grazing conditions were worsening 
after consecutive years of! ow rainfall in that part of the state. We felt if we 
could provide extra assistance for water well access and rotational graz­
ing, it would help to improve forages and natural resource issues. 

Expanding Conservation Assistance 
According to the 2017 Ag Census, there are about 88,000 farmers 

in this state. That i.s about 300 farmers for each NRCS field office staff 
person. Even with 100 field offices acro:;.s the state, and our team of dedi­
cated conservation professionaJs, we know we can't fuJly support conser­
vation efforts with NRCS staff alone. To help bridge this gap, Iowa NRCS 
annually invests in the Iowa Partners for Conservation (!PC) Awards 
to encourage collaboration in addressing some of Iowa's most pressing 
natural resource concerns. NRCS identifies potential projects for lever­
aging NRCS and partner resources to build conservation technical ca­
pacity to develop and unplement effective project outcomes. 1bis year 
up to $5 million will be awarded to conservation partners through !PC. 
Projects may be farm based, multicounty. small watershed, or Statewide 
in scope. Collaborative projects that provide on-the ground support for 
Iowa NRCS Field Offices are highly encouraged. 

ANew Farm Bill 
After many months of hard work, Congress passed a new Farm Bill 

whiCh was signed by President Trump on December 20, 2018, Accord in~ 
to USDA Secretary Sonny Purdue, this Farm Bill is "more evolutionar) 
rather than revolutionary:· It bolsters farm safety net programs, protects 
federal crop insurance, and maintains strong rural development and re­
search initiatives. 

As \vith all new Farm Bills, there will be much more info in the 
weeks and months to come as rules are developed and programs are 
rolled out We look forward to working together \vith Iowa farmers and 
conservation partners as we strive towards another record breaking year 
in 20 19. 

Please consider us for your next project. Quotes and conversations are 
--~~~-------d 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF MANY THINGS WE DO: 
• Repair underground broken water/sewer lines 
• Storm sewer pipe repair/install 
• Snow removal 
• Small carpentry work 
• Concrete & asphalt removal 
• Any kind of dirt work 
• Concrete/11mestone & asphalt crushing at your site 
• Demolition of any size structure 
or building including silos 

·Cleaning & grubbing of trees/woods 
• Concrete flat work, patch repair of asphalt 

We have dump trucks, dozers of all sizes, 
backhoes of all sizes and an experience 
supermtendent and crew to perform just 

about anything you can think of. 



Page 18 Fayette SWCD Report April2019 

Cover crops in seed corn production a perfect fit 
By Shannon Moeller, 
Project Coordinator 

shannon.moellerl6@g:mail.com 

Cover crop use among Iowa's 
seed corn growers has increased 
drastically in the past few years. 
This is largely due to a Water 
Quality Initiative (WQI) grant 
through the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Steward­
ship (IDALS), which provides 
education and cost-share funds 
exclusively to seed corn growers 
through the Iowa Seed Corn Cov­
er Crops Initiative. The Iowa Seed 
Corn Cover Crops Initiative is ad­
ministered by the Iowa Seed Asso­
ciation and the Agribusiness Asso­
ciation of Iowa, with support from 
the Iowa Farm Bureau, Iowa Corn 
Growers Association, the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS), IDALS, and several seed 
corn production companies. 

Seed corn production acres 
are a great location for cover crops. 
These fields are more vulner­
able after harvtst than commercial 
corn acres, for a variety of reasons. 
Removing the tassels from 80% of 
a field's plants during the month 
of July leaves less stalk and leaf 
residue at harvest. Add to that, ev­
ery 5" row of seed corn is mowed 
down in July after detasseling, and 
the way seed corn is picked-which 
includes husks and cobs-leaves 
very little residue on the soil after 
harvest These fields are left with 
little to protect them from wind 
and rain erosion, and that's where 
cover crops can come into play. 

The Iowa Seed Corn Cover 
Crops Initiative kicked off with 
a bang in the summer of 2016, 
with over 175 interested seed corn 
growers across more than 25 coun­
ties. For more than half of these 

growers, it was their first-time us­
ing cover crops in their farming 
operation. Interest in cover crops 
continued to grow in 2017-2018. 
In 2018, the Iowa Seed Corn Cover 
Crops Initiative had/articipation 
from nearly 200 see corn grow­
ers in 28 counties across Iowa. An 
estimated 35% of Iowa's total seed 
corn acres had cover crops in 2018, 
despite the challenging fall condi­
tions. 

The bulk of the project's fund­
ing provides cost-share exclusively 
for seed corn growers to use cover 
crops in their seed corn rotation. 
Any grower for participating com­
panies is eligible to enroll up to 
100% of their seed corn acres into 
this cost-share project. 2019 cost­
share rates are based on winter­
hardiness of the selected cover 
crops: $10/ac for winterkill cover 
crops, and $15/ac for winter hardy 
cover crops- with first-time cover 
crop users receiving an additional 
$5/ac incentive. 

Seed corn companies includ­
ing AgReliant Genetics, Bayer, 
Beck's Hybrids, Corteva, Cornelius 
Seed, Gro Alliance, Remington 
Seeds, and Syngenta see the ben­
efits of cover crops and promote 
this practice with their seed corn 
growers. Many of these compa­
nies now have over 50% cover crop 
use in their seed corn production 
fields, compared to 5-10% cover 
crop usage across the state before 
this program was established. 
Another part of the grant is dedi­
cated towards educational resourc­
es for seed corn growers and farm­
ers, as well as agribusiness retailers. 
ln 2018, the project partnered on 
or led 7 field days across the state­
reaching nearly 300 total event at­
tendees. So far in 2019, we've had 

a cover crops workshop in Ankeny 
(on the coldest night of the year in 
January), as well as what turned 
out to be a I 00% indoor field day 
near Beaman on March 5 (it was 
still too cold to go outside!). 

Fayette County seed corn 
growers jumped on board with this 
project from the very beginning. 
In 2016, almost 2,000 seed corn 
acres had cover crops. In 2017, in­
terest grew to almost 3,000 acres, 
and that held steady through 2018 
as well. Almost every seed corn 
grower in Fayette County has cov­
er crops on their seed corn fields, 
as well as many of their commer­
cial corn & soybean acres as well. 
The Iowa Seed Corn Cover Crops 
Initiative has been extended and 
funded through December 2021. 
For more information, please visit 
htt:vs:llwww sustainableseedcorn. 
QJg/, and follow us n Twitter @[o­
waSeedWQI. 

Winter whea~ planted 15• spacing, /all2017. Fayette County (above) 

Because seed com is picked earlier 
than commercial crops, tillage rad­

ishes can often grow to a great size in 
the fal~ helping relieve compaction 
from summer seed corn operations 

(Fayette County, 2016) (right) 

Cattle and Soil Conservation 
Fayette County is home to approximately 

30,000 cattle, and each one makes an impact on the 
soil health in the county. 

Cattle manure is rich in nutrients, minerals 
and organic matter, rejuvenating the soil and help­
ing protect water quality. Manure from cattle barns 
or feedlots is applied to row-crop and hay fields, to 
return nutrients to the ground used to raise the cattle 
fetd. ln grazed pastures, cattle deposit the manure 
naturally. Compared to synthetic fertilizers, cattle 
manure reduces phosphorus loss by 46%. 

Around half of the cattle in the area graze pe­
rennial pastures. Pasture ground is ideal for hillsides, 
because the year-round forage holds soil in place and 
reduces erosion. The root systems created by the for­
ages can decrease soil compaction and increase soil 
biodiversity, all while providing habitat for many 
species of wildlife. 

Increasing in popularity, cover crops and cattle 
go hand-in-hand, benefitting soil health and water 

quality. Planting cover crops in corn or soybean 
fields has many of the benefits of perennial pasture, 
increasing soil health and water quality. They are 
planted in the fall and return in the spring. These 
crops act as a living mulch and provide several ben­
efits, one of which is reducing soil erosion. The live 
crop slows down the flow of water and keeps soil 
from wearing away. 

Adding cattle to the combination makes cover 
crops even more valuable. Cattle are able to graze the 
cover crops, giving them value to the farmer as a feed 
source, in addition to the conservation benefits. 

Cattle producers, like other farmers, are incred­
ibly interested in improving soil health. The Iowa 
Cattlemen's Association offers continuing education 
for cattle producers, highlights outstanding conser­
vationists, and encourages Iowa's cattle producers to 
invest in new ways to improve conservation and the 
cattle industry. 

Soil Conservation is a combination of 
practices used to protect the soil from 
degradation. First and foremost, soil 

conservation involves treating 
the soil as a living ecosystem. 

This means returning organic matter 
to the soil on a continual basis. 

At Nutrien, we are committed to being the 
leading provider of agricultural inputs in each of 
our markets. 

Whatever practice you are looking at doing on 
your farm, we can help. This includes implement­
ing cover crops, variable rate fertilizer, nitrogen 
stabilizers, manure management, and many oth­
ers. 

Let Nutrien provide our local expertise and 
commitment for soil and water conservation so 
we can help you be sustainable for years to come! 

,/utrien 
Ag SolutionsN 
~ 

Loveland 
Our Strength 
is our People. 

nutrienagsolutions.com 
105 Armour St., West Union • 563-422-6168 
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Soli health Is the contln~ capactty of a soli to 
function as a vttal, llvlng ec:osystem that sustains 
plants. animals, and humans. Only hvmg thlrlgs can 
have "health; so viewing sod as a living. breathing 
ecosystem reflects a shift In the way we v1ew and 
maNge our nation"s sods. Sod Isn't an Inert groWing 
IM'dtum. but rather Is the home of bllhons of 
bacteria, fungi. and other organisms that t~her 
crene an intriute symbiotic e-cosystem. This 
e-cosystem un be mat\aged to support plants and 
.animals, by cycling nu1rlfl\ts, absorbing. draining and 
reta1ning rainwater and snowmett for u~ during dry 
periods,. filtering and buffenng water to remove 
potential pollutants, and providing habitat for the 
SOil btologleal population to flourish and diversify to 
ktoep the ecosystem funct•onlng welt 

KEY SOIL HEALTH 
MANAGEMENT PRINCIPLES 
Thes.e pr•nc•pln are represt"nted In the wcular 
d1agram to the nght to emphasize their relatiOnship 
as a continuum where each complements the others 
and also depends on the others 

1 M1mm•ze d•szurbance 
2. Maxifl'.tte soil cover 

) Ma•1m1Ze Nod•wnlly 

4 Ma••mllepr~eofllvingroots 

PROTECTING THE SOIL HABITAT 
The first two principles, shown on the' ngtn side of 
the dl<lgram above focus on protectiOn of the soil 
habitat minimize d1sturbance and maximize soil 
(OYef. Practices that use these prindpfes ma1n~in or 
Increase stable soil aggregates and soli organk 
m.1tter (SOM), and protect the surface of the soil tha t 
Is most susceptible to the d@grading forces of wind 
and water. MaximiZing so11 cover also buffers aga1nst 
temper.ature fluctuations that stress plants and soil 
organisms, reduces eva!XJratiOf"l rates. and Increases 
the amount of water entering the soil profile from 

We Salute the Conservation Efforts 
of our Area Citizens! • 

~ 

6 GRINNELL 
U U , L 

iorL'" 

REWARDING YOU 
AT EVERY TURN. 
Receive perks starting the day you get 
coverage and earn more down the road 
Our Mile Marker Auto Loyalty Program 
Includes accident forgivness. deductible 
waivers. discounts. and more. 
Trust in Tomorrow Contact us today. 

Woodard Insurance 
SERVICE COMPANY 

www.woodard-insurance.com 

114 S. Vine Street, West Union • 563-422-3831 

Muru 

SOMiS highest at the- soil surface- and Is 
cntol for stabiliZing soil ~regales. 

Ma•ntaining SOM ~ps support bdd•t!OMI 
SOil f1Jnctlons lnduchng water mfiltration. 
drainage and storage, nutrient-holdmg 
capacity and relea~. and habitat for so•l 
biota 

FEEDING THE SOIL 
ORGANISMS 

INHABITING SOIL 
1M SKond two prlnc•piM, shown on the leh 
side of the c•rcular dtagram, focus on fHding 
soil organisms. MaxlmWng the diVersity of 
food (~ergy and carbon Inputs) aMI 
aboveground blodrverslty Increases the 
diversity of soli animals and microorganisms. 
Diversity not only refers to food sourcH, but 
also aboveground diversifiCation of plants 
and animals, and microbial d~Wrsiflca tlon 

underground. Oiverslflcatlon stimulates a 
host of addttiOnM ~flu including 
breaking d1s.ea.H: cydM. provkhng habitat for 
pollinators. and stimulating plant growth. 

Maxlmlzmg the presence of liv1ng roots In 
the soil can be accomplished through 
eliminating fallow, diverse crop rotation, 
Inclusion of cover crops. and/or through 
dedicated grasslands (native or pas'ure) 
MiXIng up whkh plants are grown during 
the ~ar or over the course of mult1pfe yeaB 
may help to break d•~ase/pest cycles. 

When these two pnnciptes are property 
applied as part of a soli health maMgement 
system, soils can maintain or even Increase 
SOM content as well as enhance nu1nent 
cycling 

www.nrcs.usda.gov 

HEALTHY, FUNCTIONING 
SOILS ARE ABLE TO: 

Cycle nutrients effectiVely 

Store carbon and nutrients in soU 
organlcmaner 

Provide good aeration to promote 
root growth 

improve farm and ranch res1Uency 
and profrtabihty 

lmproveyieldstabllity 

~uce runoff and erosk»n 

improve water st~ and plant 
available water whtle protectirlg 
waterqualtty 

Be resilient to drought. heavy 
rainfall ev.:nts. and te-mperature 

SoU Hutth Management S,ste:ns 
Prirtdp6es can be gMM"ally used In 
all producdon systems to achieve 
this. However, the spedflc practkes 
choHn to lmP,iament the prindplu 
murt be adapted to each 
producdon syrtem. dimate, 
ec:osystem. and soil to effKtlvely 
build and maintain hu lthy, 
functlon\"9 soU. 
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.... Natural Resources Conservation SeNice 

We dig deeper ... 
c HE A .P E R! 
Talk to us about your soil consenration plans! 

See us for all your 

TILING· TERRACING ··PONDS· WATERWAYS 
DOUG EGELAND TILING 
1761 Sand Road, Ossian • 563-532-9369 

44 Years Experience - LICA Member 

Proudly supporting YOUR Conservation efforts! 
Come visit Dustin today to discuss our wide variety 

of agricultural loans from operating expenses to 
purchasing livestock, equipment, or real estate. 
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DIRECTOR'S THOUGHTS 
by Susan Kozak 

Hello again! This almost year of 'acting' Di­
rector has moved qune quickly. I have enjoyed 
getting to know all the fOALS employees and 
partners that I don't usually interact with in my 
typlcal Mines and Minerals world. It has been a 
busy year of project expansion and !love getting 
out in the field to see new ideas implemented on 
the ground. I want to thank all our staff for their 
hard work and commitment to our conservation 
ethic. 

There have been some big announcements 
this year, including the new funding for water 
quality. The Iowa legislature committed more 
than $280 million for water quality efforts in Iowa 
over the next 12 years. Funding to fOALS will 
ramp up over the next two years, reaching $15 
million annually through 2029. With more than 
250 partners already involved, this dedicated, 
long-term funding will help attract even more 
partners and outside funding. The Division has 
been preparing for this new funding by putting 
some strategic staff in place. We have a new 
edge of field coordinator and 3 new watershed 
implementation coordinators ready to expand 
water quality efforts - primarily targeting the 
North Raccoon, Middle Cedar and South Skunk 
watersheds. 

We also have some exciting changes revolv­
ing around our Field Representatives and deliv­
ery of services to field offices. The better part of 

this year was spent 
evaluating how to 
update the posi­
tion, including going 
through a LEAN pro­
cess improvement 
event which included 
many partners for in­
put. As a result, we 
have hired one new 
Field Representative 
and rearranged the 
response areas. Additionally, fOALS is in the 
process of hiring 2 financial reviewers to allevi­
ate some of the respcnsibilities that had been 
expected of the Field Representatives. 

As I write this, I find myself reflecting on the 
year and how challenging it has felt. Earlier this 
year, I attended a FarmHER event. One of the 
takeaways from the conference that has stuck in 
my head is to 'force yourself out of your com­
fort zone'. While that isn't always easy, I think 
great things come from the challenge. With the 
water quality initiative expanding dramatically in 
the next few years, we all need to be open to 
new ways of doing business. Myself, I will look 
forward to the challenge and am excited to tackle 
it with all our great partners. 

Finding Ways to Make 
Crop Rotations Work 

by Jason Johnson, Public Affnirs Specinlist, 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Servia, Des Moines 

For the past several years the USDA-Natu- Liebman agrees that the lack of steady, read-
ral Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has ily available markets for any crops besides corn 
promoted the adoption of soil health improving or soybeans impedes the adoption of extended 
conservation activities. These principles include rotations ... , also think the decline of mixed crop­
keeping the soil covered, minimizing soil distur- livestock farming and a perceived lack of support 
bance, growing plants throughout the year, diver- of alternative crops by agricuJtural retailers are 
sifying with extended crop rotations, and incor- factors," he said. 
porating livestock in the cropping system. Finding Markets 

Adding a third or more crop to a rotation Groups like Practical Farmers of Iowa 
to increase plant diversity has been the most dif- (PFI) are working with farmers and ag busi-
ficult principle for most Iowa farmers to adopt. nesses to improve the small grain supply cham. 
There are many reasons for this, not least of Alisha Bower, strategic initiatives manager with 
which is finding markets for small grains or other PFI, says many current fanners remember their 
potential crops. grandparents growing small grains, but they 

For decades Iowa farmers included alfalfa, have never grown them themselves. ·we do our 
oats, wheat, and other small grains in t)leir corn best to help farmers 'relearn' the skills needed to 
and soybean rotation. By groWing a variety of manage a small grain crop, .. she said. 
plant species, past generations more sustainably Bower says PFI offers specia.lized small 
managed their soils. grains conferences, monthly 'learning' confer-

Extended crop rotations help increase nu- ence calls, and videos featuring advice from other 
trient cycling, better manage weeds, disease and fanners. "We also offer cost-share to help defray 
msects, reduce erosion, improve infiltration, and some of the risks as farmers go through the first 
allow more biological activity in the soil. years of honing management and establishing 

Can extended crop rotations make a come- their market," she said. 
back? PFI received a Sl million Conservation In-

An ongoing cropping system research novation Grant (CIG) from NRCS, beginning m 
study by Iowa State University indicates that, 2019, to help revive feed and seed markets for 

with the right management, 3- and 4-year growing small grains in Corn Belt states ... We will 
rotations can be just as profitable as traditional work with animal protein compames to conduct 

corn-soybean rotations. small grains feeding trials and feasibility studies 
Led by Dr. Matt Liebman, a professor in in their supply chain," said Bower, ·as a proof of 

Iowa State University's Agronomy Department, concept and a method of collecting economic 
the study compares a 2-year corn/soybean rota- outcomes to include small grains in animal rota­
tion, a 3-year corn/soybean/oat + red clover ro- tions." 
tation, and a 4-year corn/soybean/oat + alfalfa/ Bower says small grains for cover crop seed 
alfalfa rotation. is another market opportunity for growers want-
Eight years of findings indicate that diversifying ing to extend their rotations ... We can help con­
the crop system and integrating livestock consis- nect farmers who want to start these businesses 
tently boost productivity, profitability and envi- with resources on how to do it within the con­
ronmental health. fines of seed laws; she said. ·And, we can help 

ISU research points to the following impor- them connect with other farmers seeking cover 
tant observations: crop seed and seeding services." 

• Equivalent profits. Annual net returns Finding a market for small grains continues 
did not differ statistically among the cropping to be a primary barrier for farmers, say~ Bower. 
systems. Numerically, the 4-year rotation re- "We engage in a number of projects to help devel 
turned $413/acre, the 3-year rotation returned op markets for these crops, <;he <;,11d. "" \Vr l·ollr d 
$409/acre, and the 2-year rotation returned $384/ production data from farmtC5 who parU(:1pa1t• in 
acre. the cost-share program." 

• Beneryields. Corn yields improved 3 per- She mentioned the Fie1dpnnt Calculator, 
cent in a 3-year rotation and 4 percent in a 4-year Cool Farm Tool and the NRCS Resource Stew· 
rotation compared to a standard com-soybean ardship Evaluation Tool (RSET) as tools to help 
rotation. Soybean yields improved 13 percent in document the environmental impacts of extend­
a 3-year rotation and about 17 percent in a 4-year ed rotation systems. "These are valuable tools 
rotation. for companies who have made commitments to 

• Improved soil health. Soals in extended reduce the footprints of their supply chams," she 
rotations tested higher for organtc matter and said. 
microbial biomass and provide crops higher Bower says PFI is seemg htgh demand for 
amounts of usable nitrogen. their cost-share program. They are offering $25 

• Reduced erosion potential. In a 4-year per acre on up to 100 acres for diversifying a 
rotation, estimated sheet and riJl erosion fell corn-soybean rotation wnh a rear of small grains 
about 35 percent compared to the corn-soybean and a summer cover crop. With low market 
rotation. ln a 3-year rotation, sheet and rill ero- prices on com and soybeans, farmers are eager 
sion feU about 21 percent compared to a corn- for alternatives; she says. "' Farmers are looking 
soybean rotation. at lower input crops, like hay and small grams, 

• Reduced herbicide and N fertilizer use. to lower their production expenses m this ught 
The 3- and 4-year rotations used 88J'ercent and farm economy. 
92J'ercent Jess nitrogen fenilizer an 96 percent NRCS can also provide planning and fin an­
an 97 percent less herbicide. Corn and soybeans cia) assistance (or conservation crop rotations. In 
in the 3- and 4-year rotations received band ap- fiscal year 2019, NRCS is offering payment rates 
plications of P?St-emergenc~ herbicides and m- of $9 to $11 per acre for up to three consecu­
terrow culuvauon. Conventional weed manage- t1ve years to extend the crop rotation With small 
ment practices are compatible '_VIth extended grams. 
rotations tf careful anention 1s patd to potential For more infonnation on extended crop rota­
problems with herbicide carryover. tions, visit NRCS at your local USDA Service 

• Reduced disease susceptibility. The 3- Center. 
and 4-year rotations exhibited reductions in the 
incidence and severity of soybean sudden death 

syndro~m~e~·~------------------~:::-----------------------~--~ 
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' Stop in and see our meat display- We custom-cut to your needs! 

Custom Processing & Retail: 
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Chops • Smoked Sausage • Bacon 

Nick Wilgenbusch 

835 220'h Street W. 
Winthrop, lA 

GIVE tiS A CALL- WE CAN DOh! 

319-935-3886 
www. winthroplocker.com 
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Overcoming the Obstacles 
of Conservation 

by Tim Bruihler 
Fayette SWC D C ommissioner 

Growing up on a small fa rm in Southeast 
Minnesota, no-till farming wasn't only a means 
of conserving OUI soil, it was means of survival 
and a way of life. It was all I knew. My dad was 
a fi rst-generation farmer, working for the Postal 
Service up until I was a JUnior in high school 
to make ends meet. Dad would leave before 
we got up in the morning and would get home 
around 4pm. His evenings and weekends were 
spent managing his honeybee business or build­
ing his farming operation. At the time, farming 
was only a hobby. Any extra money was spent 
on land payments rather than equipment. We 
didn't own any tillage equipment, and there 
wasn't time for it. My firs t memories in elemen­
tary school were of a 6-row John Deere 7000 
planter pulled by an Oliver 1800 open-station 
tractor and a I Oft John Deere 750 drill pulled by 
a John Deere 4240 for soybeans. That drill is the 
on1y piece of equipment we've ever purchased 
new, and we still use it today. When other kids 
were enJoying sports and video games, my time 
was spent running (literally) behind the marker 
arm on the corn planter as I wasn't allowed to 
ride on the open-station tractor. The purchase 
of the 4240 was a big deal as it meant I could 
ride in the cab. Because Dad was working a 
full-time job, all his free time was spent on the 
farm, so this is where my nights and weekends 
were spent too - if I wanted any time with Dad. 
Growing up. I saw farming as a way of life and 
no-tilling was all I knew. 

After graduatmg from high school, I at­
tended Iowa State University where I received a 
degree in Agronomy. Since my Dad had recent­
Ir retired from the Postal Service and the farm 
was hardy large enough to support my parents 
at the time, I knew it was going to be a while 
hefore I could fulfill my dream of returnmg to 
the farm full time. After graduating from ISU, 
l rc<eived my CCA (certified crop advisor) , and 
was a crop con'iultant for Servi-Tech. During 
my time as d consultant. I ~pent a lot of time in 
~eed corn fteld" - the ultimatum for poor soil 
health and conservation. I knew it was only a 
matter of time before I would be able to return 
to the farm and seeing these practices in seed 
field~ and other conventional farming systems 
gave me motivation to continue my father's leg­
acy of soil conservation which I had grown up 
knowmg. 
As a Fayette County SWCD Commissioner, I 
have tried to identify the hurdles of conserva­
tion. If we learn how to overcome these three 
obstacles, we have a greater chance of being suc­
cessful: being stuck in tradition, being afraid of 
failure, and overcoming our pride. 

Creating our own traditions 
Oftent imes, a big reason why farmers don't 

switch to a true conservation system is because 
they are stuck in old traditions and old hab1ts. 
As my wife and I come from different back­
grounds, when we got married, we had to learn 
to create our own traditions. My family always 
had an apple pie-malting day in the winter, 
sweet corn freezing in the summer, and peach 
canning in the fall. These are things that were 
a part of my childhood and will never be for-

gotten. Some have 
followed, while we 
have also created 
some of our own 
traditions. Farm­
ing can be looked 
at in a similar way. 
I'll admit, it's easy 
for me to say this 
as I grew up know­
ing a conservation 
system. That be­
ing said, I've seen 
plenty of evidence 
that it can be prof-
itable while promoting soil health. Even though 
we're still following the original traditions that 
my dad created years ago, we're always learning, 
and our operation is forever changing and cre­
ating new traditions as can be seen by the added 
cover crops in our operation in recent years. We 
need to look at our operation and decide why 
we're doing what we're doing. lf the answer is 
Simply "because it's the way I grew up," lb time 
to consider creating our own traditions. 

Fearing failure 
Another big obstacle is being afraid to fail. 

Big change isn't always easy. There can, and will, 
be failures. Often our biggest learning experi­
ences are from our failures, not our successes. 
Those who are most successful in this industry, 
have taken risks along the way. Success doesn't 
come overnight or by taking the easy road. We 
need to start looking at failures as learning 
experiences rather than catastrophes. It's not 
about how hard you fall , but about how fast you 
get back up. By trial and error, you will eventu­
ally develop a ystem that works for your opera­
tion. 

Overcom ing pride 
A big reason why farmers are reluctant to 

eliminate tillage is pride, whether or not they 
are willing to admit it is another story. A Bibli­
cal adage is that "Pride comes before the fall." To 
be succes~ful at anything in life, not just farm­
ing, we have to be willing to humble ourselves 
and swallow our pride. We farm for a profit, not 
to have the best-looking fields whether or not 
we're willing to admit it. If you're only interest­
ed in having the healthiest looking corn from 
planting through harvest or raising the biggest 
yields, no-hll probably isn't for you. If you're in­
terested in operating more acres with less equip­
ment, les.; labor, and less inputs while returning 
more profit, having a conservation system in 
place CAN work for you. 

It's crucial that we learn to overcome these 
three obstacles in order to be successful. If we 
continue on the path that we are currently on, 
we will have nothing more than the neighbor 
across the fence. We need to be innovative and 
experiment with our own ideas. ln a world 
where politics, regulations, and societal chang­
es are having more and more of an impact on 
farmi ng practices, it is time to get ahead of the 
game. Conservation is the way of the future, so 
what better time to start than now? 

~ROMAN 
~NGINEERING, RC. 
CIVIl . f~G I" rRINC. & I .\'0 \L RVrYII\:(i 

Celebrating 60+ Years of Providing 
Land Surveying Services to Northeast Iowa 

• Need a boundary line marked? 
· Needafencelinestaked? FREE ESTIMATES 
• Thinking about dividing your land? 

~ 

Soil &Water 
Conservation 

protects your land & investments .. . 

Adequate Insurance. 
SEE YOUR NEAREST AGENT: 
Michael Insurance Agency 
(563) 422-6081 
michaelinsurance@qwestoffice.net 

A&J Petersburg Agency 
(563) 382-3627 
agency@ajpetersburg.com 

Don Anderson Agency 
(563) 883-8012 
donanderson@harmonytel.net 

Bieber Insurance 
(563) 883-8012 
biebinre@qwestoffice.net 

Hintz-Ziegler-Mill Agency 
(563) 283-1555 
lyle@hzml.com 

Leslie White Agency 
(563) 423-5913 
insure@acegroup.cc 

Kelly & Miller Agency 
(563) 425-4569 
kellymillerins@iowatelecom.net 

Bushman Insurance 
(563) 562-9207 
ossian@cioia.com 

CIA Insurance Agency 
(563) 547-2382 
ciainfo@ciains.biz 

Kerndt Brothers Agency 
(563) 538-4207 
kbia@kerndtbrothers.com 

Hometown Insurance 
(800) 424-4929 
heather@cioia.com 

Cray Insurance Agency 
(563) 565-2535 
jtcray@gmai!.com 

NORWEGIAN MUTUAL 
INSURANCE ASSOC. 

2333 Millennium Rood- DECORAH- 563-382-9(1J5 
www.norwegianmutua!ins.com 
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501 C NSERVATION COS SHARE 

HOW COST SHARE WORKS 

0 Iowa Department of Agriculture 
& Land Stewardship (IDALS) 
receives appropriation 
fromltleleiJSiature 

''"~.- l•ndhnno.KTON -~ 
<h...,•!yol1r<'t!tlt...,.oo.J1<1 

'YJI"of~pr-=tl(wo 

h«<...tl..tbeao;hl\lid nu. 
Ullplii'Uihefun<ltlll•COWity 

O Funft are distributed lo laws's 100 Soli & Water COnservatiOn Dlstnct:s (SWCDsl 
based on land use, sod erocllb•hty ancllanOolo.oet demancl 

WHAT'S A SoU IUid Water CoDHrvatloa Dl8trtct? 
SOIIII'Idffac.r~DtstnctsworkWitflramen•rdiiROaMI rslopmmotetofl ard 
'lfiWCO.,,..-aUonWOftlntbelrcountyHdflet~'dlnlnlstr'~andnadOII.t~ltoflstNitl0'1 
pmgams. F.adiSWCDISiedbyft\oelocall)'llecttd C~onll'l.. 

Stataat•tf.nmostleld<JI'Iic:ulntlude:: 

TECHNlCIANS: __ ....._.... ____ _.,.,.."'-"._. 
............ ..,.._.....,._~ 
CONSERVATION ASSISTANTS; _...., __ ..._..........,. ....... __ ,. 
_....,..,..._ _______ \11&,. ........ __ 

0 Farmers and landowners apply for cost share by ... ,sltm& the1r local SWCOs 

Aw!lc:ltlonsare~led}'talrOI.Wid 

Cost shte can be used torbotlltnnullm~IUicementprtc:tk:ennd pennanent 
conservatlolllniTaS~NC:WreprKUces. 

THE IMPACT OF COST SHARE 

0 Iowa's conservation cost share has partnered with farmers and landowners for more 
than four decades to support the adophon or proo.oen conservatton pract~. A statewode effort 
to Identify and map slll types of common conservation pract1ees has been recently completed and 
PfO\'Ides the most comprehensl\1'6 ln\l'&ntory of conservatloo pracuces 1n the natton, mcludong.: 

114,000 I POND DAMS 
325,000 ACRES OF GRASSED WATERWAYS 

460 million fEET OF TERRACES 

240,000 WATER AND SEDIMENT CONTROL BASINS 

These exJStonl practJces 'WOUld requ1re 
an estimated $6.2 billion lO bu ld today! 

O !u;'l:::~:: ==-~~e.:a~·atioo &oM tO¥oard protecting the water quality of 
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NattJraiResoun:estobec:omeadt:SI(naledlake 
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0 It's good for Iowa's economy.Mo eygetsrei~IN ln lowa·slocalec:onom~eS benetittngloc:ac 
corn 1n11oeoo. 

Fayette SWCD Report 

COST SHARE IN 2018 

State ~!'!but~n~.......... $7.3 million 

Iowa farmer rontribution . . . . $9.1 million 

Total investment ......... ... h'Jtffil!!l 
1,2461owa farmersusedcostshareto install 
conservation practices. 

Cooservation practices 
included ... 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF PARTNERSHIPS 
Our technicians and conservation assistants are a part of the 100 Soil & Water Conservation Districts 

(SWCOs), which me housed within federal USDA-Natural Resources Conservation tNRCS) Service Centers . 

They use federal equipment and other resources. Therefore, the partnership between IDALS, SWCDs end 
NRCS is critical. 

Other partners working together include the Conservation Districts of Iowa (COl ), USDA Farm Services 

Agency (FSA), USDA Rural Development. StmeSoil Conservation and Water Quality Committee (SSCWQC J, 
ISU Cooperative Extension Service. county conservnrion bonrds, county bomd of supe" l'lsors. drnlnngo 
districts. levee districts <tnd other locnl groups. 

FARMERS 
Iowa's Greatest Natural Resource 

WE HAVE RENTALS! 
• Brush Mower • Tellehandler 
• Cargo Trailer • Yard Broom 
• Mini Excavator • Jack Hammer 

• Floor Sanders 
• Hand Power Tools 

and much more! 

"lOur Lawu-.\fo•dug 
Specialist" 

Adam Schaufenbuel 
Elkader 

(563) 245~2522 

Isaac Brehmer Erik Helgerson 
Monona Monona 

(563) 539~2015 (563) 539~2015 , 
~ 

Freedom Bank 
YOUR Commuruty. YOUR Ftnuc~. YOUR STYLE. 

www.myfreedomaccount.com 

Gayge Samuelson 
Postville 

(563) 864-7441 
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Committed to land and water stewardship 
by Jennifer Stoffel, Associate Professor of Biology, Upper Iowa Univeristy 

I grew up on a family farm 
in Farette County. Due to be­
mg a tailender in the family," my 
role on the farm was a b1t differ­
ent than some of my older siblings 
(thanks!). But, as the youngest, 
I was able to explore the "wilds" 
with my dog, Ted, while not try­
mg to disrupt the adults. My mind 
blossomed with a billion questions 
about the patterns I was seeing in 
our crop fields, creeks, timbers and 
prairies. My questions only in­
creased as I grew older and spent 
more time interacting with the 
land and nature. 

systems and the above- and below- hold and retam water. At the cur- r-----------,rr------7!..:~~-,...-""!"".,..11::::-o 
ground interactions from the tops 

Eventually I went off to col­
lege and then graduate school at 
the University of Wisconsin-Mad­
ison. I discovered that my child­
hood curiosity had evolved into a 
strong area of interest. I earned a 
MS and Ph.D. in forestry with a 
minor in soils. During graduate 
school, l studied with a lab where 
the focus was on ecosystem ecol­
ogy as it related to carbon seques­
tration. Ecosystem ecology is the 
science of understanding how liv­
mg things and nonliving thmgs 
interact in a natural system; con­
nections and interactions of every 
part of the system are critical. l was 
fortunate to have worked and stud­
ied in many different ecosystems. I 
was especially grateful to the peo­
ple "'ho joined me in exploring the 
new scientific frontier of soil eco-

of trees to the base of groundwater, rent rate of soil degradation, our 
which is called the critical zone. topsoil could vanish in less than 60 

1 have been back in Iowa help- years. This is most problematic be­
ing to instill 3 sense of steward- cause we now have the most fertile 
ship to ecosystems 10 Upper Iowa soil in history due to centuries of 
University (UIU) students and my soil formation integrating organic 
own three children for over a de- matter in our ground. While this 
cade. A sense of responsibility to information has been featured in 
land and water resources and com- the news (See http://world.time. 
mitment to teach the principles com/2012112/14/what-if-the­
of stewardship drives me to con- worlds-soil-runs-out/ and h!!p£LL 
tinue learning and communicating WWW scientificamerican com/arti­
with others. Fortunately, 1 can see c1e.LQnl~60-years-o(-farming-left­
that the collective efforts of UJU's ~) it 
equally passionate faculty have is not reaching dinner table con­
helped create a legacy of students versations, daily news or social 
and alumni who are com mined to media posts. If this continues, our 
land and water stewardship . current and future generations will 

Iowa's original native eco- face large challenges even though 
systems was primarily prairie I'm striving to arm a whole gen­
with the far north eastern por- eration of college students to effect 
tion of the state consisting of de- communication with other and a 

d c S E positive change . 
ci uous .orest. ince uropean In order to maintain their 
settlement, Iowa is now covered 
in 85% agroecosystems. Our na- productive capacity and ecosystem 
tive prairie soils are some of the services such as plant growth (for 
most fertile in the world due to crops or t. •live vegetation), soil 
the native prairie ecosystem that structure, water holding capacity, 
dominates the state. just like hu- and water filtration we need to teed 
man health, the health of the soil our soils and promote a thriving 
system can change for the posi- soil biological community. Prairie 
tive or negative. Soil degradation grasses were excellent habitats for 
occurs when soil health becomes promoting the development of soil 
degraded and the productive ca- organic carbon, which helped soil 
pacity is diminished, 50 too is the microorganisms thrive in the root­
soils ability to purify water and ing zone called the rhizosphere. 

However, because rhizosphere is 
shallower in crop fields than in 
native grasses, and the roots an­
nually turn over in many agricul­
tural crops and vary by season, we 
are not feeding the soil biological 
community in the same way. So, 
we need to think about managing 
our agricultural soils a bit differ­
ently. 

Upper Iowa Un11•ersity (IJIU) alumn~ current students, and faculty attending 
the Iowa \~ater Conference March 12-13, 2019 in Ames mcluded (1-r) Caleb 
Warm "09, UIU conservation management and Lake Geode Watershed co­
ordmaror: Jennifer Stoffel, UIU faculty member; Dalton Nelson, current UIU 
consen·ation management major, with an earth systems science minor; Daniel 
Isabel "19, UJU conservation management; Hunter Shjka '18, UIU conservation 
management. with an earth systems science minor, and Tukey River Hradwa· 
ters Project coordmator; Matthew Meulemans '17. UJU conservation manage­
ment and environmental science, University of Iowa graduate student; Samuel 
Franzen '17. UIU conservation managemen~ Yellow River Headwaters Project 
~oordinator. Not pictured is Kate Giannini 'o6, UTU conservation managemen~ 
lo.vu Water<hed Approach Communications Special is~ Iowa Flood Center, Uni­
versity of Iowa. 

Soil microorganisms rely 
on plants and organic matter to 
help with their natural processes. 
When plants die the soil microor­
ganisms help to produce organic 
matter. Through these conver-

Upper Iowa University conservation management, environmental science and 
agricultural business students are pictured on a Soil and Water Consen•ation 
field trip led by UJU associate professor of biology Dr. Jennifer Stoffel in fall 
2018. The field rnp was hosted by the Natural Resources Conservation Service, 
NRCS in West Union (Aaron Anderson and Neil Schaffer) at Dick Jensen's rural 
Elgin farm. The water column on the right shows soil aggregates rupturing in a 
process knowns as slaking. The soil aggregates on the left are more stable under 
the pressure of water due to the higher amounts of organic matter. 

sions, soil microorganisms help 
produce nutrients for plants. Soil 
microorganisms also feed on ma­
terials excreted through plant 
roots, called plant root exudates. 
Our scientific knowledge about 
plant exudate~ continues to grow, 
and we are realizing these exudates 
can help promote certain soil or­
ganisms and even deter others. 

Humans have a tremendous 
capacity to effect change, to all 
systems, in any biome. However, 
along with that ability to effect 
change comes the responsibility to 
understand and mitigate negative 
change. A commitment is needed 
by all of us to continue learning 
about soil health and investigating 
what "older" habits we might need 
to bring back into our lands and 
where to apply new innovations 
moving forward. Please consider 
trying one new soil conservation 
practice this year on small plots 
of your land, even if this is just in 
your small urban backyard. 

The .oil is the literal founda­
tion of our society and the glue 
for holding together the outreach-

Recent UfU graduate Derek Grube '19, 
NRCS soil conservationist. explains to 
landowner Richard jensen about the 
research he was doing in collabora­
tion with Dr. Jennifer Stoffel on soli 
surface CO, movement. Studying soil 
carbon storage and the movement oj 
CO, gas out of the soil is one of the 
ways to begm assessmg s01l health. 

Dr. Jennifer Stoffel and UfU field science student volunteers collaborated with 
alum Justin Nie '14 of Top Notch Forestry to remove willow from a wet prairie 
on UJU property in Septembu 2018. 

ing sectors. However, soil can get 
tired or degraded. It needs help in 
sustaining its health and to come 
back to its former vigor and life­
sustaming capacity. It is time to 
give back to the soil and in return 
it \vill help grow food and store 
and infiltrate water. 1be time to 
start learning and sharing your 
success and failures in soil health 
with your neighbors is now! Re­
member, most great things in your 
life likely started out by being a bit 
terrifying, but in hindsight wasn't 
that what made them the most re­
warding. 

If your machmery is damaged beyond reasonable repair due to a 
covered claim, we'll help pay to replace it, Plus, our Replacement 
Cost coverage for farm machinery is good on equ1pment up 
to eight years old, which is more than many other companies 
provide 

It's your future. Let's protect 1t. 

Nancy Franzen 
600 Hwy 18 W Ste 1 
West Union 
(563) 422-5299 
(563) 419-2921 Cell 
nancyfranzen.fbfsagents.com 

FAYETTE COUNTYS' 
NEW Power Products 

AL TOZ - Precision Mowers 
ECHO: Chain Saws & Blowers 
BOB-CAT: Mowers 
RYAN: Turf Renovation 

Equipment 
EI:IIIIT ~ HONDA~ 

-HIGI Nts- ENGINES~ 

~WEST UNION- '""'"""·'""'·""''' ~POWER PR<?£H£1~ 563.422.1473 
HOURS: l:l a.m. - 5 p .m . westunionpowerproducts.com 
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West Union 
Senior Health Fair 

For seniors and their caregivers 
9to 11 a.m. 
Thursday, April18, 2019 
Fayette County Dance Pavilion, West Union 
Learn more about local services, products, resources and important health topics 
for seniors. Enjoy free health screenings, refreshments and a chance to win prizes. 

Feature presentation 
"Senior Depression" 
1 0:30 a.m., Katie Sieck, MSW 
Senior Life Solutions 

IOWA 

GUNDERSEN 
PALMER LUTHERAN 

HOSPITAL AND CLINICS 

Understanding the True 
Value of Your Farmland 
Your farm is part of your livelihood, which is why we do 
everything in our power to protect and preserve your legacy. 

Our Farmland Professionals are knowledgeable and 
experienced in a wide variety of farming and conservation 
practices to help protect and preserve your farmland 
investment for future generations. 

Caring for You and Your Farm~ 

6314 Chancellor Drive, Cedar Falls, IA 50613 

319-234-1949 www.Hertz.ag 

Thank you to our 2019 Sponsors: 

A+ Land Improvement 

AgVenture Seed 

Bahe Seed 

Bank 1st -West Union 

Becks Hybrid - Josh Soppe 

Bodensteiner Imp. 

CGB Clayton 

Community Bank of 

Oelwein 

Dave Derflinger- Farm 

Bureau Financial Services 

Edward Jones - Curt 

Solsma 

Farm Credit Services 

~.iovvacorn.org 

Farmers Savings bank 

Kruger Seed - Tom Judisch 

Fidelity Bank, Oelwein 

Flint Hills Resources 

Maynard Savings Bank 

Kingdon Seed - Scott 

Albrecht 

Midwest Alkota Powerjet 

Innovative Ag Services 

Mark Ney - Monsanto 

Fayette County Pioneer 

Dealers 

RFSW & CO. CPA 

Three Rivers FS 

R.S. Precision Services 

SilverEdge Cooperative 

Smith INsurance 

Simmons, Perrine, Moyer, 

Bergman PLC. 

Vi afield 

Bayer Crop.Josh 

Geistkemper 

Wyffels Hybrids 
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UJe SaMe CJ~ 4 P~ 
Wapsie Valley Creamery is proud of our partnership 

with our Ag Producers as we begin our second century 
of operations- Serving the Dairy Industry since 1906. 

Manufacturing Cheddar, Colby, 
Monterey Jack, and Marble 
Cheeses in addition to Dried 
Whey Products for use in baby 
formula , cheese spreads, chip 
dips, and reprocessed cheeses. 

We are a fourth generation 
tamily·ownea company. 
Mark Nielsen, President 
Ryan Nielsen, Vice President 

563-427-5384 • walvatneelectricinc@live.com ~ Like us on 

210 W. Main Street. Hawkeye, lA 52147 ., Face book 

OUR WORKHORSES 
IN AND OUT OF THE DIRT 
WE'VE GOT ALL OF YOUR FAVORITES IN ONE PLACE 

Auto croup 

- ,..., 
I ~Wtc& oC Dfo=) 

.. ' ~~'ll'!i .Jeep a 
~~ ---

v·afield 
0090 

Our team of employees is 
specialized to meet the needs of 

our customers and provide expert 
advice on products, service and 

trends throughout our 

Agronomy, Energy, 
Feed & Grain 

Divisions. www. viafield.com 
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Dick Jensen demonstrates so1l proper­
ties with students at SWCD third grade 
field day 

Halley Williams, NRCS so1l 
conservationist, discusses soil 
health demonstrations with third 
graders. 

SWCOthird 
gra,cte field 

day 

MAXIMIZE vour YIElDS With 
Federal Hvbrids Seed!: 

leading genetics, leading 
technologies, leading YIELDS! 

We have the corn hybrids, 
soybeans & alfalfas for your 

farm ... for your fields. 

earn your ou,,.,.,,, 
Nick Benson's Cell: I Kermit White's Cell: 
319-415-2312 563-379-7569 

402 Clermont Street, Elgin, Iowa • www.FederaiHybrids.com 

KEN'S ELECTRIC INC. 

rG EO TtH E: R MAL " H EAT I ~_11 C 0 0 L I @) 
24 hour Service 

319-283-4221 

2018 Ford F-150 XL T 
Super Cab 4WD 
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The Planter of the Future 

vSet Select 
l.J5ee: SWiclerd Oulll EUt 
SeodT-

lhe Bell .,._er Tec:tvnogv 

RowbyRowCc::rtra. 
nstentH)bid&Mlc::hng 

SpeedTube 

........,..__, 

...ort..!!TIIIIr'lliQefor --­flctlled Bell Gets Seed 
from Meter to FtmMt 
YM\NoAiioochat 

_____ .....,,_.. IOHZP-----
..._..bn..,.... 

T omorrowJs Planter) Today 
+ 

DIMnbt:ella..u..-..httoodllngc,.~JndCWI,...,"'-VV~on)411d. GII~pcpJalion~wllt 
..ortr...ICII:diUdorotonlarwiVWbr~VWIMtiDibf'olca.Jnd)OJ"\40CCa__.ol,.la.ftwor91~tore~to.e. 

vDrive· 
lrdel)erden!AowControloM!h. 
T""~ 

Noc::t'llt1&C'.atlle~ 

Ccn'tllneaAanl:erDrNe 

·-""""" 

DeltaForce· __ ........... 
----c......- Jomo..w- IONZP ~---­......,..trn-.,..,..... 

Where in IOWA do you find the biggest selection of 

Alerts. Maps. Data. More. 
~ 

r~~ISeedSense 
Thepeftlgol"'*""-rds..tSiow~ .. ~)IOUt--'10,0...~ n..~ .... tn .. ...,dOrool"' .. 
~"kM)IOUinJwllllt-.IN~II.-d<*l .... l."'.-.a..-.1nhi"'1nlliltiNow)IOUiilrowWitlll't~ 
I'IWI\~If"d~~.~NICirru:t'lmn ..... .,IEIOerd•rT"O"*:Ir. l'toW'Nthi~O..O)IOU 
1-.db ... _rd .... UU.. 

Clean Rows) from the Cab 

CleanSweep 

1~ '· ~· . 
ff<._~ ' 1 1~ 
~ / ; • 

\ ·~·',.. " ' 
"'\· 

The...,..II:Ud......-c~'Nitl~row~~"'-totleq~NCJworowdllr*'QII 
..... .-.:;I~<Mh:UI ... QIIII!rQCl.tolhlrll:tC:rCib 
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