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people to cnjoy. These areas

also provide additional economic

Support to our community
expenditufes for items

4

opportunity for their youth to Specialist with the Clean Water

gain hands-on learning in the y,?:jcecq_

natural world. ‘The Clean Water Alliance
"The future of our water does cannot do it alone, The

not need 1o be bleak. Although mechanisms are in place and

we have already done an need your support. All those

incredible amount of damage 1o who énjoy the lakes are invited -

our lakes, we must realize that - and needed — to participate in

10 lose or further pollute what Clean Water Alliance activitics.

remains would be an even Only with personal help and

tragedy,” said Roger financial contributions will the

cGinnis, Environmental 1 2

Towa Great make even
VT, 30 T

Clean Water Project environmantal speclaist Roger McGinnis and many wetlands in the lakes region. (Photo by Dava Schwarz)
project cooridinator Karmin Blunt test water samples from one of the .

more beautiful memories for
generations (0 come.

The Clean Water Alliance
meets on a quarterly basis to
discuss projects and concerns in
the lakes region. For more
information about the Alliance
or what you can do (o help, you
can contact Karmin Blunt at

336-0774 or Roger McGinnis at
3362604,

pollution

Incorporated in Feb, 1963, the  ge
Esst Okoboji Lakes Improvedment
Corp. (EQLIC) has dedicated sy

olf 1o the pres
g East Okobo)

As sialed In 1
purposes of the
promote ¢

8800 ;
| of pll

the cootrol ution

control

W g the city of Spirit Lake to

upgde the city storm sewer

s§a and the sanitary district to

com ete the sanitary sewer along

clast shore of East Okoboji
The EO.L.LC, has also
rted water quality monitoring
ntributions to the Hickok
in the carly 1970's and by
wing college scholarships for
it water quality monitors

enrded in the Environmental

s Program at Jowa Lakes
unity College.

cr activities that the
I.C. has worked on include

h
W

the dghway 71 project, the rural

agrroject for East Okoboji Lake

U of O supp zh'ts CWA cause

_ The University of Okoboji cither government or "“for-profit’
Foundation, it's mission and it's  enterpriscs. Out second form of
contribution (o the Clean Water  Support is the encrgy of our
Alliance are outlined in the membership. We arc an “activist’
following. organization which makes things
‘We are a non-profit happen. We area catalyst for
whose mission is to  worthy ventures in the region.
encourage (and ) Our s lI;(’:ncmlly d?recled.
ing the Iowa Great Lakes but not limited 1o, environmental,
a place oliveand  cultural, recreational, cducational,
work. We support believers or life-saving needs.
It which improve the Our support specifically for the
uality of life in our Lakes Clean Water Alliance projects has
n. included grants fotaling
: takes two approximately §25,000 to the
directions: grants awarded for  Okoboji Protective Association,
jects in the lowa Great Lakes Ducks Unlimited and Dickinson
g:dm which are not fulfilled by ~ County Pheasants Forever o

Okoboji Protective Assn.

The Okoboji Protective

P‘"“"’"‘"F‘-‘ﬂm';go'“‘e‘l’ Association (OPA) was founded in
drainage an lution 1905 “to plan, coordinate, and
into the lakes, The foundation's B for the

administer a program
protection and preservation of the

has gone beyond the monelary waters of West Okoboji Lake."”
grants igh the cfforts and The OPA's activities are wide
encrgy expended by our members. and varied. It monitors water
You can be sure that our suppart quality and has participated in the
in this area will grow as the acquisition of wetlands. It has
Foundation grows. % litigated and it has lobbicd local,
. Ifyou would like additional state and federal governments on
information on the Foundation; issues that affect the environmental
it's resources of time, talent, quality of the Towa Great Lakes. A
encrgy, and grant money or if you recent example, is ils active
would like (o tap into it's dreams support for the Iowa Lakeside
and dreamers, please give V. Laboratory. It encourages
Gerry Giddings a call at 332- ¢ with rules, 1

NI and ordinances that promote

residhts, the lake shore alteration
ordignce, the Adopt-A-Highway
prog m., and most recently,
projds associated wiih the Clean
Watd Alliance for the Iowa Great
Lakd As a member of the Clean
Wald Alliance, the EO.LIC, will
contjic to support and sponsor
cs which will lead 1o the
resd ation and cnhancement of
ihe rural resources of the Towa
reaf akes Region.
°F more information
ncd ing the East Okoboji Lakes
ement Corp,, feel free 1o
Gary Phillips at 362-7364
Jahn at 336-4270.

Tif>ugh its partnership with the
public and ~ private
af-ations of the Clean Water
iaf ¢, EPA hopes 10 minimize
dluuction of wetlands caused
yvining and filling. The
g value of the wetlands,
advith improved residential,
st pal and agricultural
:ment of nutrients and
temlnls, can help improve water
;u;“ \hroughout the Towa Great
- tional information about
participation in the clean
>roject for the Jowa Great
xeqhay be obtained by writing
an Lakes Program or the
afls Protection Section, EPA
7, 726 Minnesota Ave,,

City, KS 66101,
inforttion is also available by
tinl Region 7's toll free
qmental Action Line at 1-
21-0425

oyl

waterfowl are
Ducks Unlimite
breeding, staging and wintering
rounds of
tates and Mexico. In addition to
habitat restoration and waterfowl
propagation, Ducks Unlimited
projects benefits numerous other
forms of wild and domestic life as
well. Stabilized wetlands are for
hundreds of species of wildlife and
also provide ample water for the
needs of livestock. During dry
years, wetland serve as oases 1o

DU protects area wetlands

Ducks Unlimited was founded in
1937 1o help restore and enhance

farmers and municipalities who
depend on fresh water resources.

critically needed waterfowl breeding And when floods threaten, many of
habitat in Canada, where nearly 7 the projects serve as reservoirs to
percent of North American  control destructive runoff.

roduced. today,

Ducks Unlimited multiple
is at work in the

benefit projects help maintain the
necessary balance between the
demanding needs of man and the
basic needs of wildlife. Iowa Ducks
Unlimited spent in excess of
$300,000 on agquisitions and
development of state wetlands
during 1990. Cooperation with
other private conser ation groups,
the statc DNR, und County
Conscrvation Boards has never been
better. The awareness of the
wetland problems compounded by

anada, the United

environmental quality. It sceks t©
promote awarencss of potentidl
hazards to the quality of our lakes.
Recently, it has emphasized the
threat of Eurasian Water Milfoil. It
will soon be focusing on the ust
and application of fertilizers,
pesticides and herbicides in the
Okoboji watershed

As part of its activitics, the
OPA actively participates in the
Clean Water Alliance and the Inter-
Lake Proteclive Association.

The OPA publishes a quarterly
newsletter for its members. Annual
ducs are $25. Call Barb Mendenhall
332-2900, OPA Secretary, for
membership information.

the drought of the past five years
has galvanized the conservation
community into a plan of action.
Ducks Unlimited has also played a
significant role in conservation
locally. Ducks Unlimited, in
conjunction with the Okoboji
Protective Association and other
members of the Clean Water
Alliance, was instrumental in
spearhcading the Okoboji Wetland
Restoration Complex which is
comprised of four tracts of land
totalling 265 acrcs in the Okoboji
watershed located between Center
Lake and West Okoboji. Locally,
questions regarding Ducks
Unlimited can be dirccted to Dr.
John B. Synhorst at 712-262-7350.

whose mission
cconomic,

and administration,

Training
administration, In

The Northwest Iowa Planning
and Development Commission is a
regional governmental organization
is to provide
environmental,
community development services
for the nine county arca. These
counties include Lyon, Sioux,
Osceola, O'Brien, Dickinson, Clay,
Buena Vista, Emmet and Palo
Alto. The agency's full-ime staff
assists the member counties and
municipalities in such arcas as
community planning and zoning,
federal and state grant preparation
economic
development activities, general
government administration, and Job  the
Partnership
\.‘“k'k'l.
NWIPDC staff functions as
extension of member governments'

and

Act

NIPDC helps Alliance

stalls, providing the specialized
administrative  services and
technical assistance it would
not be financially feasible for each
governmental entity to provide on
ils own.

Contributions to the Iowa Great
Lakes 1o date include the current
development, with assistance from
lowa Lakes Community College,
Estherville, of a Water Quality
Monitoring Study for the lowa
Great lakes Watershed. This study
will be completed in the Spring of
92. Future cfforts would be 1o
assist the C.W.A, with any service
assistance that we could provide at

time of need. For more
information please
the  Kourousis at 712-2
an N.W.LP.D.C., 800 Grand !
Box 4143, Spencer, 1A 51301,
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816 Lake Street
Spirit Lake « 336-3608

LOKoBOJI
o BOATS

OKOBOJI, 1A
332-2144

<

g

E=NORTHWEST =
N—CE0ERAL
& SAVINGS BAHK

FDIC Insured
Milford » 338-2411
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iowa Great Lakes Watershed

Soll
Okebop Lakas i  Cor
rove A :
Intor-Lake Protectve Asen. "

lowa Dept. of Natural Resources

lowa State University Extension Service 4
Jackson County Soil and Water Conservation District
Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources
National Fish and Wildlife Foundation
Northwest lowa Planning and Development Commission
Okoboji Protective Assn.
its Forever, Inc.
Spirit Lake Protective Assn.
University of Okoboji Foundation
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T Organizations on this
It the vision from the
\eeting the Soil District
k for input and support
l8"3lll|a i ;on.

ly a plcasure for me to
{Jair tha neetings of the Clean
nee, The enthusiasm of

£ MY s of these organizati
18 the kind sthers catch, ot

Heritage woiks to

Protect wate

The Tows Natural Heej
Foundstion is Iowa's largest :{r
profit, privately supporied
rganization. dedicated” 1y by
proiection and enhancement of
{owa's raural resources.

The Foundation's visign 5
hamony with the natura] world,
esseatial 10 our quality of ife and
Sustainable ecanomy, [n
partnership with government,
individuals, busintsses and
organizations, the Foundation
iniligtes idess and actions that
secure lowa's natural heritage "For
Those Who Fallow.”

The Foundation has 0
prowect and enhance over 24000
acres of woodlands, welnds,
prairies and other nitvnl,
recreational and cullural resource
landsin Jowa. These places provide
heabitat for wildife, relief for the
eye, and rencwal for the soul.

“The Towa Natural Heritage
Foundation has focused a reat 8l
of atiention o8 mﬁz;ﬁ
Lakes, We hase wor
over 1700 ses of welads s
grassiands in Dickinson County,
produced a Clean Waise Allsnce
brochure with graat mowey [rom
the EPA.&“lm“wM
e e e Foldaions
coortiniorfor Ckan Wkt o
on & full-ime bass.

, land

Kamint promotes the Clean
Waier Proj:t on a statewide and
Iocal basig s well as coordinates
lundraisin§ -ampaigns and public
educationg proj s. The Towa

alral Hiitage foundation will
conlinue 19 /ork closely with other
Allisnce fnembers ~ on land
conservatily projects as well as
implemen| various educational
programs friroughout Dickinson
County in }292,

“The 1d:s region is important
&5 recreal nal, natural, visual and
conomic §set 1o lowa. Because of
ihis impojince there is both a
commiime} that we have to future
geacration and an opportunity
loday 10 bd wvolved in working for
\he securif and enhancement of
this asset] said Gerry Schnepf,
Executivf Director of the
Foundatiod

"The opbrtunily for lowans and
Jocal peol 1o be a part of this
wluton istne we should value, It
is4 legacy | our democracy,” added
Schoepf. 4 clping with the Clean
Waler Alli} ce is a positive way to
be & part dthe solution, We hope
you wil] accept both the
opportunityand the responsibility,”

For moj information about the
lowa Natd | Heritage Foundation
o the Cled Water Project, please
conlact Kanin Blunt at 336-0774.

ASCS programs
benefit everyone

e 1930, USDA'S
smcﬁurlahl Suabilization and
“ vice: has i

A

Lrﬁo&d Lhe wise 156 cfhmﬂ o
“HV‘\!‘ water 12 P]ﬂf-fﬂ( !Pma”
farmers {hrough €08

ustify c08t 50
Zssistance by

L
govermmetls gl
fmm:dulfl) prolt
individus
help &1l 0

ing
maintanifs S
agricaliur®: 1L

subilizagn and Conservation
Service pal cipates in the goals and
objective} of the alliance by
ymvndmg various conservation
programg One of the most
Luccessful onservation programs,
\ho Consejation Rescrve Program
is §ong term conservation
signed 1o Lake eligible
it of production and
to trees or other
vegelative cover,
servation program, the
Conservation Pro;
ost shan;lprognm that
s o ving soil, water and
ot oblems on agricultural
ogram also emphasizes
letion of lasting
1 an(:hcnvimglmcnml
usolve these problems in
el et and improve the
producing capacity.
tional information or
contact the Dickinson
'S Office, P.O. Box H,
Towa 51360.

The Towa Great Lakes Clean
Water Project was proposed by the
issi of the Dick
County and Water
Conservation District. The project
is funded through the district and by
the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation
Service, the Towa Department of
Natural Resources through a grant
from the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, and the
Division of Soil Conservation,
lowa Department of Agriculture and

Land Stewardship.

areas of grasses Will slow running
waler as it drains from farmland and
lawns. A portion of sediment,
organic matter, and nutrients are
captured by the sod filter strip
belore entering streams, wetlands or
"our" lakes.

2. the establishment of trees and
rasslands on the most crodible
and on critical drainage arcas
within the watershed.

3. the seeding of critical slopes--
these arcas produce a major portion

1. additional soil and water
conservation planning

2. more information on nutrient
and pesticide management, and
animal waste management (o avoid
unnecessary  or - excessive
applications. Reductions in
will receive parti

attention.
3. landowner assistance for

wetland restoration and protection

of critical slopes.

"on-site” visits

s around the lakes will

The goal of this project is the
and of

T
water quality in the lakes region,
and the protection of that quality
for the long-term. The strategy of
this non-point source pollution
project is 1o stop poll before

of sediment and chemical run-off, 4. through
4. the ion and p i
of in “eritical” drainage

arcas--these wetlands are
particularly good water filters. They
intercept soil run-off and trap
phosphorous, nitrogen and other
i before they enter

they enter "our” lakes.

Landscape restoration and
protection within the 64,000 acres
of the lowa Great Lakes watershed
will be one of the keys to long-
term water quality protection. This
land: ion and i

consist of:
1. seeding of filter strips--these

P

c
“our” lakes. These natural filters
will be protected by a conservation
easement.

Information and educational
assistance for landowners i the
walershed will play a critical role
on the protection of water quality
of "our" lakes. These clforts
include:

learn how they can better manage
their property o protect water
quality,

The economic, environmental,
and recreational viability of the
Towa Great Lakes region revolves
around water quality. It is the

ponsibility of all”land: s
within the Towa Great Lakes
Watershed to protect the water
quality of "our" lakes. This Clean
Water Project will assist these
landowners in protecting "our”

es.

A lake watershed consists of the lake and all of the surrounding
land which drains toward the lake. Any area of land within the
watershed - no matter how far away it is from the lake - may

water and

to that lake.

DNR protects, enhances and
restores environmental areas

Iowa Department of Natural
Resources has as its mission_the
protection, ecnhancement and
restoration of our state's many
natural resources. With DNR's
large holdings of lands and waters
around the Iowa Great Lakes, and
its interest in providing quality
outdoor recreation, the agency is an
important participant in the Clean
Water Alliance.

Within DNR's Fish and Wildlife
Division, many programs exist
which dircctly relate to natural
resources in the Lakes Region,
especially regarding water. Land
acquisition and proper land
treatment may be the most
important functions served by DNR
in assuring improved water quality
for the area’s lakes. Of nearly equal
importance is the agency's program
1o restore wetlands on private
property, thereby contributing
much lo filtering out sediments and
other pollutants before they reach
our major lakes. While the money
used for such private wetland
enhancements is aimed primarily at
improving waterfowl and wildlife
habitat, ancillary benefits to water
quality are a dircct result.

DNR's Environmental
Protection Division also fills an
important role by monitoring and
policing surface runoff,
g d , and other p i
sources of  water-borne
contaminants that might otherwise
rcach our famous lakes. This
division also oversees permitting of
construction or development in
wetlands, along with the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, o
assure important wetlands are not
compromised in their function of
water quality protection.

lIowa DNR plans to continue its
land acquisition program in selected
locations around the Iowa Great
Lakes. It will also continue
offering assistance to landowners
wishing to restore wetlands or

[ickinson County

Io0wA

Soil and Water
Conservation
istrict

Jnction Hwy. 9 & 71 * Spirit Lake

ELECTRIC
AND POWER

COMPANY
An IE INDUSTRIES

Company

Berkiey.

HWY. 9 & 71 « SPIRIT LAKE

Dickinson
County
Pheasants
Forever

Dickinson Cour ty

cs’auéngi Bank FDIE

MILFORD - 338-2781
OKOBOJI « 332-7717

CONFERENCE CENTERS

R
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Education is an important goal of all Clean Water Alliance members.
The annual Outdoor Classroom program, shown above, is an
example of educational programs In the lakes area.

otherwise cnhance wildlife habitat,
all of which contribute to clean
water, on private lands,

Anyone interested in the
agency's goals, programs or

assistance may contact the Fish and
Wildlife Division Regional Office,
at the Spirit Lake Fish Hatchery,
RR Box 7722, Spirit Lake, Iowa
51360. Telephone 712-336-1840,

Soil conservation
leaders - think SCS

Providing leadership in the
conservation and wise use of land
and water is a critical part of the
mission of the Soil Conscrvation
Service. That is why our
involvement in the Clean Water
Alliance has been very natural and
has resulted in some very positive
results.

The Soil Conservation (SCS) is
an aj y of the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. The local field
office is located in Spirit Lake and
serves all of Dickinson County
°S responsible  for
soil and water
ocal

e S is
carrying out
conservation prc
level, This in
technical consui

fes providing
the public
nd waler

on 1ssues of soil erosion
quality.
For

48 years the SCS has

vation minded
in solving soil erc
problems and preventing sedim
from silting ar
Dickinson County

streams,
As a result of membership in
the Clean Water Alliance, the SCS
has focused more of its efforts in
the Towa Great lakes Watershed.
More time has been spent in
assisting and cducating landowners
in the watershed on proper water
quality activitics. Funds have been
provided for water quality
improving practices such as crosion
control structures and wetland
restorauons
T SCS

also assists the
unty Soil and Water
District with their
Gr es Clean Water
cct” by providing office space,
a vehicle, technical
assistancc/training, and day to day
supervision

For additional information or
assistance from the Soil
¥ ation S , contact Leo
n, Dist ervationist at
336-2604

t
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