
more beautiful memories for 
generations 10 come. 

The Clean w .... A11iancc 
mcc:ts on a quarterly basis to 
discuss projccas and concerns in 
lhe lakes region. For more 
information about lhc Alliance 
or whal you can do 10 help, you 
can conlaCtKannin Blunt at 
336-0774 or Roger McGinnis a1 
336-2,604, 

Okoboji Protective Assn. 
The Okoboji Protec ti~e 

Association (OPA) was founded m 
1905 "to plan, coordinate, and 
administer a program for the 

~~~~~rnw~~ o~~s::;;ia~e~r the 
The OPA's activities arc wide 

and varied . It monitors water 
quality. and has participated in the 
a.cq UISit iOn of wetlands. It haS 
litigated and 11 has lobbacd loca l, 
state and federal govemmenlS on 
issues that afrect the cnvironmcnt.a1 
quality of the Iowa Great Lakes~ A 
recen t example, is ats acuve 
support for the Iowa Lakes1dc 
Laboratory . It encourages 
compliance with rules, regulations, 
and ordinances that promOlc 

environmental quality. It seeks .to 
promote awareness of potentutl 
hazards to the quality of our lakeS. 
Recently, it has cmphasi1ed the 
threat of Eurasian Water Milfoil. It 
will soon be focusing on the use 
and application of feni li Lers, 
pesticides and herbicides in the 
01-;oboji waten;hcd 

As part of its activities, the 
OPA acU\'ely po.rlicipates in the 
Clean Water Alliance and the Inter­
Lake Protective Association. 

The OPA publishes a quarterly 
newsletter for ilS members. Annual 
dues arc S25. Call Barb Mendenhall 
332-2900, OPA Secretary, for 
membership information. 

DU protects area wetlands 
NIPDC helps Alliance 

Ducks Un!imiLCd was founded in 
1937 lO help restore and enhance 

~=rn"~da~!~~~~~~i~~ 
percent of North American 

~~::u~',i~~c:Ji~~c:~~k ~~~~ 
breeding, staging and wintering 
grounds of Canada, the United 
Suates and Mex1co. In addlllon to 
habilat restoration and waterfowl 
propagation, Ducks Unlimited 
proJects benefits numerous other 
forms of wild and domestic life as 
well. SLabilized wetlands are for 
hundreds of species of wildlife and 
also provide ample water for lhe 
needs of livestock . During dry 
years, wetland serve as oases to 

farmers and municipalities who 
depend on fresh water resources. 
And when floods lhrcatcn, many of 
lhc projects serve as reservoirs to 
conli'OI dcslructive runorr. 

Ducks Unlimited multiple 
benefit projects help maintain lhc 
necessary balance between the 
demanding needs of man and the 
basic needs of wildlife. Iowa Ducks 
Unlimited spent in excess of 
5300,000 on acqui sitions and 
development ol state wetlands 
during 1990. Cooperation with 
olhcr private conscnation groups, 

~~~on ~':ds ~~d nc~~~~ 
beuer. The awareness of the 
wetland problems compounded by 

lhe drought or the past five years 
has galvanized the conservation 
community into a plan or action. 
Ducks Unlimited has also played a 
significant role in conservation 
locally. Ducks Unlimited, in 
conjunction with the Okoboji 
Protective Association and other 
members of the Clean Water 
Alliance, was instrumental in 
spearheading the Okoboji WctJand 
Restoration Complex which is 
comprised of four traClS of ian~ 
totallmg 265 acres m the OkoboJI 
watershed located between Center 
Luke and West Okoboji. Locally, 
questions regard ing Ducks 
Unlimited can be directed to Dr. 
John B. Synhorst at712-262-7350. 
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The Northwest Iowa Planning 
and Development Commission is a 
regionaJ governmental organiLation 
whose mission is to provide 
economic, env ironmental, and 
community development services 
for the nine county area. These 
counties include Lyon, Sioux, 
Osceola, O'Brien, Dickinson, Clay, 
Buena Vista, Emmet and Palo 
Alto. The agency's full-lime staff 
assists the member counties and 
municipalities in such areas as 
community planning and zoning, 
federal and state grnnt preparation 
and administration, economic 
development activities, genera l 
government administration, and Job 
Training Partnership Act 
administration. In effect. the 
NWIPDC staff functions as an 
extension or member go,·cmmcnlS' 

stafls, provid1ng the speciali:tcd 
administrative serv i ce~ and 
technical assistance that it would 
not be financially feas ible for each 
governmental entity to provide on 
ilS Own. 

Contributions to the Iowa Great 
Lakes to date include the current 
development, with assistance from 
Iowa Lakes Community College, 
Est herv1 lle, of a Water Quality 
Momtoring Study for the Iowa 
Great lakes Watershed. This study 
wall be completed m the Spring of 
92. Future efforts would be to ­
assist the C.W.A. with any service. 
assastancc that we could provide at 
the time of need. For more 
informat.ion please contact Ted 
Kourous1s at 712-262-7225, or at 
N.W.J,P.D.C., 800 Grand Ave 
Box4143,Spcnccr,IA51301. ., 
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816Lake St reet OKOBOJI, lA Lake Park • 832-3658 
Splnt lake • 336-3608 332-2144 Spirit Lake • 336-1034 

LAKE PARK ~DUCKS DICKINSON ~au MARINE 
MUNICIPAL COUNTY MUTUAL gnc. 
UTILITIES UNLIMITm Spirit Lake • 336-1224 Servicing All Makes & Models 

Lake Park • 832·3667 
Milford • 338-2654 Jus! norlh of !he bridge, Okoboji, lA 

Lake Park • 832-321 o Open Year "Round" 11 
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CLEAN WATER ALLIANCE 

The Clean W•te~ Afll•nce Ia compoaecf of .. following groups and agencies: 
Agricunural Stabilization and ConMrvatiOn SII'Vk:e 
06cklnaon County Soil and Water Conservation DIStrict 
Dlcklnaon County Board of SupervlSors 
g::~~U:i~ft~;onservatlon, Iowa Dept. or AWfculture and Land stewardship 

East OkoboJI Lakes Improvement Corp. 
lnter·lake Protective Assn. 
Iowa Dept. of Natural Resources 
Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation 
Iowa State University Extension Service 
Jackson County Soil and Water Conservation Dlltrict 
Minnesota Dept. of Natural Resources 
National Ash and Wildlife Foundation 
Northwest Iowa Planning and Development Commission 
Okoboji Protective Assn. 
Pheasants Forever, Inc. 
Spirit Lake Protectrve Assn. 
University of Okoboji Foundation 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Soil ConservaHon Service 

Clean watershed is vital to 
Iowa Great Lakes survival 
The Iowa Greou Lakes Clean 

Water .Project wllS proposed by the 
comm1ss1oncrs of the Dickinson 
County Soil and Watc' 
~onservation District. The project 
IS funded through the district and oy 
the U.S.D.A. Soil Conservation 
Service, the Iowa Depanmem of 
NaturaJ Resources through a gram 
from the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the 
Division of Soil Conservation, 
Iowa Depanment of Agriculture and 
Land Stewardship. 

im~:e~~~t0!n~h~n~~~;~~~t~~ 
water quality in the lakes region, 
and the protection of that quality 
for the long-term. The strategy of 
this non-point source pollution 
project is to stop pollutants before 
they enter "our" Jakes. 

Landscape resto ration and 
protcct.ion within the 64,000 acres 
of Lhe Iowa Great Lakes watershed 
will be one of_thc keys .to lon~­
tenn water quahty protectiOn. T_h1s 
land~pc. restorntJon and protccuon 
COnSISt Of: 

1. seeding of filler strips--these 

areas of _grasses will slow running 
water as 11 drains from farmland and 
lawns_. A portion or sediment, 
orgamc matter, and nutrients are 
captured by the sod filler strip 
before cntcrmg sucams, wetlands or 
"our" lakes. 

2. the establishment of trees and 
grasslands on the most erodible 
la_nd on cnt1cal dramagc areas 
wnhin the watershed 

3. the seeding of critical slopes·· 
these areas produce a major portion 
of se(hment and chemicul run-off. 

4. the restoration and protection 
of wetlands in "critical" drainage 
arcaS·· these wetlands arc 
particularly g<,XX) water Ciltcrs. They 
mterccpt s01l _run-off and trap 
phosphorous, mtrogen and other 
contammants before they enter 
Mour" lakes. These natural filters 
will be protected by a conservation 
cascmcnL 

Information and educationa l 
assistance for landowners in the 
watershed will play a critical role 
on the protection or water quality 
of "our" lakes. These effo rts 
1ncludc: 

I. additiona l soil and water 
conservmio~ plannin~ 

2. more mformat1on on nutrient 
and pesticide management, and 
animaJ waste management to avoid 
unnecessary or excessive 
app lica ti ons. Reductions in 
phosphorous will receive particular 
attention. 

3. landowner assistance for 
wetland restoration and protection 
or critical slopes. 

4. through "on-site" visits 
landowners around the lakes will 
learn how Lhey can better manage 
thc1r property to protect water 
quality. 

The economic, environmental, 
and recreational viability of the 
Iowa Great Lakes region revolves 
around water quality. It is the 
responsibility of all landowners 
within the Iowa Great Lakes 
Watershed to protect the water 
quality of "our" lakes. This Clean 
Water Project will assist these 
landowners in protecting "our• 
lakes. 
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Iowa Great Lakes Watershed 

A lake watershed consists of tho lake and all of tho surrounding 
land which dra•ns toward tho lako. Any area of land within the 
water.shed ·no matter how far away 11 is from tho lake • may 
contnbute water and associated pollutants to that lake. 

DNR protects, enhances and 
restores environmental areas 

ijckinson County 
Soil and Water 
Conservation 

District 
Hwy. 9 & 71 • Spirit Lake 

Forever 

10-dduclcs.w;u 
lhe 

~tLniiJ'p!t~rs for W"tldbfe" 

~&~ ~il!ffJe0R~~~f.'b. 
3601h Stre<t. THonl.I,IA 50480. 

More specific to the Iowa 
Great Lakes projcct,lbc Service 
contributed an lniCI·OovernmcDt· 
Personnel Act assigliDCnt ror 
eight months tO assiSt wnh 

:::~~28.~~ards 
acquisition or a eritical tract of 
land at Center Lake. 

or~1v~:;==~= 
by Iowa DNR and IOWI Prairie 
Pothole Wetland E.aamenLS are 
the two projects thaLbave been 
approved 10 date 10 die walciShcd. 

The Service believes that the 
Clean Water AUianCOQn 

=~:r~~~=~ 
Great l..ak.es and make a 
significant contribudon 10 the 
goals and objectives of the Nonh 
American Waterfowl Management 
Plan. Both efforu require the 
same techniques, polling back 
some of Lhc original wa1Ct storage 
capacity and m.lkin& signiflCaOt 
Improvements in laAd qse 
pr.w;:tices. 

For more information contact 
Jerry Schotzko. U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Fodera! 
Building, One Federal Wuy, Fort 
Snelling, MN 55111, or phone 
612-725·3313. 

Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources has as its mission the 
protection, enhancement and 
restoration of our state's many 
natural resources. With DNR's 
large holdings of lands and waters 
around the Iowa Great Lakes, and 
its interest in providing quality 
outdoor recrcatio:n. the agency is an 
important panic1pant in the Clean 
Watc.r AUiance. 

Within DNR's Fish and Wildlife 
Division, many programs exist 
which directly relate to natural 
resou ~ces in the. Lakes Region, 
espec1ali.Y rcgardmg water. Land 
acquisition and proper land 
treatment may be the most 
1mponant functions served by DNR 
10 assuring improved water quality 
for the area's lakes. Of nearly equal 
1mportance is the agency's program 
to restore wetlands on private 
property, thereby contributing 
much to fihcnng out sediments and 
other pollutants before Lhey reach 

~~~dm~~: ~~~· ~~r~~:~~t~~~a 
cnhan~ments is aimed primarily at 
1mprovmg waterfowl and wildlife 
habitat, ancillary benefits to water 
quaJity area direct rcsulL 

DNR's Environmenta l 
Protection Division also fills an 
im~nant role by monitoring and 
policing surf3cc runoff, 
groundwater, and other potential 
sources of water-borne 
contaminants that might otherwise 
reach our famous lakes. This 
division also oversees pennitling of 
construction or development in 
wetlands, along with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, to 
assure important wetlands arc not 
compromised in their function of 
water quality protection. 

Iowa J?NR plans to C'?nlinuc its 
land acquiSitiOn program 10 selected 
locations around the Iowa Great 
Lakes. It will also continue 
offering assist.:mce to landowners 
wishing to restore wetlands or 

iU= 
IOWA 

ELECTRIC 
AND POWER 

COMPANY 

Berklell 
An IE INDUSTRIES 

Company 

:bi.c.kwon County 
SarJi.ng~ !Bank ~ 

MILFORD· 338-2781 
OKOBOJI• 332-7717 

., 
HWY. 9 & 71 • SPIRIT LAKE 

Education is an important goal of all Cloan Water Alliance members. 
The annual Outdoor Classroom program, shown above, Is an 
example of educational programs In the lakes area. 

otherwise enhance wildlife habitm, 
all of which contribute to clean 
water, on private lands. 

Anyone interested in the 
agency's goals, programs or 

a.s.:.istancc m~y. cont.acuhe Fish and 
W1ldl1fe I?I_VISIOn Re~1onal Office, 
at the Sp1nt Lake F1sh Hatchery, 
RR Box 7722, Spirit Lake, Iowa 
51360. Tclephonc712-336-1840. 

Soil conservation 
leaders - think SCS 

Providing leadership in tne 
conscrvauon and wise use of land 
and water is a cntical part of the 
mission or the Soli Conservation 
Service. T~at is why our 
Involvement m the Clean Water 
Alliance has been very natur.ll and 
has resulted in some \'Cry positive 
results. 

The S01l Consen•ation (SCS) is 
an agency of Lhe U.S. Dcplrtment 
of Agriculture. The local field 
office is located in Spim Lake and 
serves all of Dickinson County. 
The _ SCS is rcspo_nsible for 
carrymg out federal soli and water 
conscn-ation programs at the local 
leveL This includes pro\·iding 
tcc~mcal consu_IWt1on to the public 
on ISsues of s01l cros10n and water 
quality. 

For 48 years the SCS has 
assisted conservation minded 
md1vidu:!.ls in solving soil erosion 
pr.:>blems and preventing sediment 

g~c~ins5~~tin~ou~~~ l:k0e11ut~~~ 

~t.rcams. 

As a result of membership in 
the Clean Water Alliance, the SCS 
has focused more or its efforts in 
the Iowa Great lakes Watershed. 
Mo:re_ time has b.een spent in 
as.MsUng and cducntmg landowners 
in th!! watershed on proper water 
quality activities. Funds have been 
prov ided for water quality 
Improving practices such as erosion 
control struc tures and wetland 
rcstorauons. 

The SCS also nssis ts the 
l>~ekmson County Soi l and Water 
Conservation District with their 
'Iowa Great lakes Clean Water 

;rojcc~ :~ i~f;:ding ~~~c~ ~~~c:j 
JS.SI~t.a~cc/trainmg, and day to day 
SUf)Cf\"ISIOn. 

For additiona l Information or 
assistance from th e Soil 
Con.-.crvation Service, cont.aet Leo 
Presion, District Co~rvollion ist at 
712- JJ6-:>604. 
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