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The Kossuth County Soil Conserwation District was organized in 1947 but did not
obtain technical assistence fram the Soil Conservation Servies until 198, Howe
ever, soms regular activities were carried on and interest was maintained among
farmers in the countye The comissioners met with warious orpanizations to keep
the people informed of the anticipated assistance in genservation farm planming,

f
In Jamuery 1918, J¢ Co Skow attended the short course for district governing
bodies at Ames, Iowa, sponsored by the State Soll Conservation Committee, the
Missigsippi Kilq Assoointion, and Iowa State Collage.

In April, Ison He Iaird, farm plamner with the Soll Conservation Service, was
assigned to assist the distriet, and an office was opened in the Post Office
Building in Algona. Action was then started throughout the county in the form
of farmer group intereost meetings, where farmers were informed of assistance
they conld expect to receive through a cooperative agroement with the distriet.

In June, George Hagge, who had been ehairman of the board of commissioners,
felt it neceseary to resign, and Henry Weber was appointed to f£ill the wmecancy
until the next eleotion to be held in the Spring of LIS,

On the evening of November 21, the district sponsored & Harvest Home Sundey
worship servies, following the theme "Souls and Soils" Use of the Algonn High
School Auditorium was donated for this meeting, and approximtely 500 persons
attended, Lester Clapp, extension soll conservationist, was the principal
spoaker, and three ministers and a priest representing various denominations

in the county also participated in the proprams Assisting in arrangements for
this county-wide meoting were the County Dankers Associatien, schools and chure
ches, the lixtension “ervice, and f0il Conserwation Service.

Proceding this special service, the Kossuth caunﬁv Interchurch Council circulated
- material to all churches in the county, requesting their cooperation by includ=-
ing sone plmse of soil comserwation in thelr moming worskip services, and en-

couraging attendance at the evening meeting in Algona. Representatives of the
County Bankers Associatlon met with distriet persomel fo formulate material %o

pﬁ“mﬁmrﬂgg a;ﬁ.:mmtln!n gmkuﬂthc Harvest
Home in _ partiou ounty Superintendont “ghools arranged
todmmlmm;mhmm-emw, both for use in the cur-

rieulun and to publicize the meeting.

Fellowing are individual reports of activities in the district conducted through
the past months YWy cooperating individuals and agencies:



Soil Conserwmtion Service

Ilson He Iaird, the Soll Conservation Jervice farm plamer assigned to the dise
trict, reports as follows coneerning progress in the district during 15,8:

Interest Noekings

Farmer Groups

Hoe Farmers Attending
Harvest lome Sunday Service
¥oe Attending

Talks to Civie Groups

Kiwanis, Iions, Rotary Clubs and L
Junior Chamber of Commerce

-

Farm Bureau Meetinge

Township Farm Bureau meetings and 8
Li=E ¢lub "

mnutlau for Assistance

Received and Approved by Commissioners 68
( Tavolving 16,099 mores)

—  Conservation Paym Plaming Activities
Flarning Groupe Organized 7
Group 1 - 15 members, 2 plaming
meetings
Group 2 = 11 members, 1 planning

meeting
Groupe 3 to 7 imclusive = 1 interest
mesting each

Conservation Plans Completed 8
) Acres Plammed - 1806
Field ¥stablishment
' Asres Contoured
Tile Surveys = feet
BFVRLAGHE Vil Vay i
Acres Mapped 12,040

More and more visitors are coming to the office to inquire about possibilities
for securing assistance fram the distriet in establishing conservation plans
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mm.luthdrhm. In many cases, these individuals go out into their
comumitios and organise conservation planning groups, while others postpone

Foesuth County Extension Service
A+ Lo Bromm, County Extension Director

The Kessuth County Extension Service assumed infitial responeibility in organis-
ing the Kossuth County Soil Conservation Distriets After it was arganiged and
before & county office was established, Extension persomel helped keep it
active and functioning in & minor waye The county extension director has and
is serving in the cmpacity of seoretary to the commissioners,

Pollowing establishment of the district in the spring of 1947, work was started

immediately on developing & plan of work and executing the necessary memorandums
of agreemente A regular monthly meeting date was established and, on the whole,
it as been pretty well followed.

During the winter of 1947 the distriot was still without teoknical help, so it
wag decided to get undarway on & survey of the condition of the open

ditehes of the county. The idea was that an activity would be pwu-lfﬂ the
district to help mmintain interest and at the same time provide useful and
worthwhile informmtione While the swrvey is not yet complete, the following
things might well be considered as worthwhile accomplishmentss

1s It was discovered that Kossuth County did not have on file a county map
indicating the losation of anywhere nearly all the open drainage ditches,

24 mwmmw,nnemmm-m-muwoqm
ect and Mmﬂumﬁle of the soll eonserwtion distriet program.
of 15, farmers sttended the five meetings. In addition, 131 of
mmmmmrmmmmwmmmuumum
conditionss This all previded a good means of disseminating soil conserva~
tion and diteh maintenance infarmation.

3¢ In walking the ditehes and mepping conditiens, valuable information was
obtained regarding efficiency of the ditohes and infarmation of a nature

at had not othorwise been realized, It was discovered that time and

re alone had not-caused all the troubles Man-made dams had been built

gane of the ditohes for orocssings; ditches had been used for dumping
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grounds, including dead livestock and sacks of weed seed screened out by
combines, etee All in all, the diteh survey motivity proved gquite educa=
tionale

The ixtension Service wul sontinue to cooperate with the Kossuth County Seil
Conservation District in carrying out their program of work, becsuse Extension
is equally interested in developing a better soil conzervwation program for
Kessuth County. By nature, soll cemserwation is and will oontinue to be pretty
mich of an educational program.

Kossuth County Schools
As To Imuritgen, County Supt. of Schools

Fiftywthree rural and thirteen independent schools were c antactoed concerning
the special observance an Harvest Home Sunday, sponsored by the Kossuth County
Soll Conserwmtion Districts Farentelotters were miled to the families repre=-
sented in the county schools extending a speoisl invitation 4o attend the obser=
vance. The schools were also asked to make special amouncement of the program
in their school programs and to wrpe atiendance,

Sugpestions wore made several weeks in advance for & special study of =oll cone
servation in the seience period of the school program, and literature from the
Soil Conservation Service was furnished. Material of specinl benefit included
flat plotures of various types of comserwtion practices, with a hrief explanae
tion. These photographs helped the pupils understand the reason for this

tant program. The parents were contmoted through the pupils in regard to
eonservation practices in use upon their om lands.

Interesting projects developing fram this observance may be possible for future
county fair exhibits and for lecal school exhibits at the close of the year,

Hossuth
Ralph ¥iller, President
Iown State Bank, Algona, Iowa

Rulq lmnluhrmhﬁndﬁchm'ltmcm,h
hnnd tanmthg for the purpose of mking plans and preparations
the Observanse Tervice = Souls and 9¢il = held in Algona on November 21,
mmutnuamd enthusiasn shown by those ir attendance at that

preparation meeting wae inepiringe

Yo one is more aware of the value of soll conserwation than the banker. Our
woalth and well being stem from the solls Hesre in Xossuth County, where our
soll is level and of exsellent gquality and fertility, we do not have the
serious erosion problems which confrent the people of many other and less fore
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tumate localities, but we camnot affard to neglect our soil and the mmintenance
of its fertility.

The work of Mr, Skow, Mr, Weber, and M. Droessler, Kossuth County Soil Conser=
vation District Comissioners, and ¥r, lajrd, Scil Conservation Service technis
olan, i commendable; and everyone of them inspires confidence of others in
thelr worke The interest of people generally of ouwr community in the work of
the Comniesion and in the preservation of soil fertility was demonstrated
foreibly by the fine attendance of over 500 people in the first amnual meeting
ealled by the committees

You ean be assured, I am certain, of the wholehearted support of the Kossuth
County tanking fraternity in your good works

Tumerous civie and service organisations have called upon the distriet for ine
formation regarding the relatiomship of seil conservation to public welfare.
Intorest has incremsed throughout the county, until the work load is developing
inte a near overload in the nine monthes Just paste

The commissioners have received splendid cooperation from the schools, shurches,
and banks in the county, from local newspapers, the Extension Service, the
Production and Marketing Admivistration, the Seil Concerwution Service, and
mny others, in bringing to the people the need for conserving the sell in

this hizhly productive arsas

The camnissioners are sonfident that with insreasing interest in soll conserve-
tion and the cooperation from other agencies and organizations, the Kossuth
County Soll Conservation District can look forward to an ever=inereasing program
of conserwation of seil and other matural resourges, z0 that future generations
will have a steble foundation on which te build for permement agriculture threugh
a demcorntic way of lifes

(5) Je Co Skow

* .
Board of G.mﬂ.u iners
Kossuth County Soil Conserwation District
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