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Pasture Boom in Sout ern Iowa 
dry we a t h e r m June. 
whtch arc capable or pro· 
duclng s much as 300 
pounds of beef per acre" 

"'Il comparisOn w I t h 
tnlfoU," Harper said. "a 
lot of old bluegra'>s pas­
tures which ue root-bound 
and covered with buck· 
bnuh and shrubs wouldn't 
f«d three r a b b I I s per 
acre." 

He ~a1d that where tre­
foil 1S harvested for hay, 
the tonnaJ;e from two cut· 
tinge; exceeds three cut· 
tlngs or alfalfa. 

He satd blrdsfoot trefotl 
got liS tnlllal boost tn 

some southern Iowa areas 

where cropland was placed 
m the go\-emntent "soli 
bank" for f1ve years and 
seeded down 

"Where these seedings 
were mowed, to control 
weeds farmers got bcautJ 
ful stands," he S;ild "Tre· 
fml crnwdt'd out nil rom 
petition It tnkc'l care of 
l ho,e old c I) c k I c b u r 
patche~ ·· 

(LAY BARNETT, Bloom· 
field I , rmrr and chair· 

man of the Davis Count)' 
Soal Conservation Dtstnct, 
des~ lrefoll ns o v.on· 
derlll · plant. 
·~ere •sn't any other 

legume that will (HO\'td!! 

\ 
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the summer forage that 
trefoil w11l ll provtde\ 
,::ood grazmg from Ma~ 1 
until late October Btu'=" 
grass IS an ideal comp.u~-

ion crop It supports trcfoel 
and trefoil supplies the 
blue~ras~ with nltrol!en.' 

Barnett, a former work 
uml conservatJontst who 
retired a few y<>aJ"!; ago, 
said lespcdczn 1s n good 
legum .. "down here" when 
yn11 don L have MylhlnJ: 
else but "ev('ryonf;! 1., re· 
plilCIO~ 1! Wl'h tTe''Jil 

lie described le,pcdeza 
ao; a dry !Ieason plant that 
doesn't come up until 'urn· 
mer, a nd is done in the fall 
when frost hits it. He said 
trefoil still grow~ a little 
after frost and stock will 
still eat it." 

Barnett hu s 80 ,1cres o( 

TRIO IN TREFOIL-These three little glrll olin bl rd!>hwt trefoil nre (from left) JeaMie Barnett. !1, 
and Andrea Barnett, 7, daughters of the Claybctrn Burnclls or Knoxville, and Valerie Mndlson, 1!, 
daughter or the Donald L. Mndlsons, Des Molnrs.-Sinlt Pholo by Maurice Homer. 

btrdsfoot, I le saed 1t sets 
a good !Ced crop even m 
a d!)' season. He has har­
vested from 60 to 100 
pounds per acre. 

''Some larmers complain 
that at's hard to get a good 
stand," he sa1d, ''bul 1f 
vou seed il with red clover 
nnd make hay out or at the 
folloY.1ng ye:.r you'll ha\'e 
;~lmost J perfect st.Rnd. 

"About 50 per cent o£ 
the s~d won't germinate 
the flr~t year but will 
germinate the second year, 
following rreulng a n d 
thawlns:. That way you 
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More Beef Per Acre Produced on Trefoil 
TREFOIL-

Continued from PaRe One 

get a good hay crop every 
year. 

"A lot of our farmers 
would just as soon have it 
for a hay crop as alfalfa 
because . they get an a w­
fully good yield. Some seed 
it with timothy and red 
clover. Red clover here 
outyields alfalfa." 

Barnett has been grow­
•"6 trefoil for 12 years. 
He sows a meadow mix­
ture of 8 to 10 pounds red 
clover, 5 pounds trefoil, 3 
to 5 pounds timothy, and 
2 bushels of oats per acre. 

JOHN K. MADDY, ag­
ronomist in Iowa for 

the U. S. soil conservation 
service, estimated t h a t 

Iowa now has more than 
150,000 acres seeded to 
birdsfoot trefoil. 

This compares with 75.-
848 acres on 5,800 farms 
reported by a survey in 
1958. 

Maddy said it is "very 
winter hardy and we're 
getting quite a bit of trc· 
foil in the dairy areas of 
northeastern Towa." 

He said trefoil is a sum· 
mer-growing plant , contm­
umg its growth when blue· 
grass becomes cormanl but 
it is not ,,s drought rc­
stst.ant as alfalfa in a dry 
year m the deep loe.c;s so1ls 
of western Iowa. 

Maddy o;aid one farmer 
reported 600 pounds of 
beet per acre from trefoil 
In the 1958 survey but 
that most estimates ranged 

around 300 pounds per 
acre. 

Most farmers follow a 
pract1ce of contmuous 
grazing, Maddy satd, al· 

BARNETT MADDY 

are obuuncd •n "put and 
take" systems m which the 
number of animal IS 

changed to permit most ef­
ficient grazing. 

He said there are I 60 to 

180 days of grazing on a 
trefoil pasture in Iowa 
under average conditions. 

MADDY SAID trefoil 
had been slow to 

catch on in Towa because 
"eed was rather expensive 
at first, compared with the 
price of alfalfa seed, and it 
took several years to learn 
how to seed il and manage 
it. 

"In order lo seed it in 
pem1anent pastures, there's 
quite an e..xpense in reno­
vation, 1f yott figure your 
time, labor. fert1hzcr, etc ," 
Maddy sa1d 'It could run 
though max1mum results 
$25 to $.10 an acre." 

M a d d y recommended 
ptanung 2 or 3 pounds of 
orchnrdgrass and 6 pounds 
of trefoil per acre in seed­
ing down cropland. He ad­
vises sowing trefoil alone 
at a rate of G pounds per 
acre in renovating an old - -~ ........ ------"'!'!!!'!!!11!!!!!!!~==-=;~ bluegrass pasture. One 
bushel of oats per acre 
would provide the nurse 
~"fOp. 

Maddy sa•d that onl~ 
spring seedings nre recom­
mended and they must be 
well-grazed nnd mowed the 
first year. 

Maddy advised starting 
the grazing when the oats 
are 4 to 6 inches high, ex~ 
cept when the fields are 
wet. Mowing is necessary 
to destroy weeds and oth~ 
growth which livestock! 
won't eat. 
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