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TREFOIL—
Continued from Page One

" get a good hay crop every
year.
“A lot of our farmers
would just as soon have it
for a hay crop as alfalfa
because they get an aw-
fully good yield, Some seed
it with timothy and red
clover. Red clover here
outyields alfalfa.”

Barnett has been grow-
awsg trefoil for 12 years.
He sows a meadow mix-
ture of 8 to 10 pounds red

clover, 5 pounds trefoil, 3
to 5 pounds timothy, and
2 bushels of oats per acre.

JOHN K. MADDY, ag-
ronomist in Iowa for

the U, S. soil conservation
service, estimated that
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lowa now has more than
150,000 acres seeded to
birdsfoot trefoil.

This compares with 75,-
848 acres on 5800 farms
reported by a survey in
1958,

Maddy said it is *‘very
winter hardy and we're
getting quite a bit of tre-
foil in the dairy areas of
northeastern Towa."

He said trefoil is a sum-
mer-growing plant, contin-
uing its growth when blue-
grass becomes dormant but
it is not as drought re-
sistant as alfalfa in a dry

year in the deep loess soils
of western Iowa.

Maddy said one farmer
reported 600 pounds of
beef per acre from trefoil

in the 1958 survey but
that most estimates ranged
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around 300 pounds per
acre.

Most farmers follow a
practice of continuous
grazing, Maddy said, al-
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are obtained :n “put and
take" systems in which the
number of animals is
changed to permit most ef-
ficient grazing,
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‘More Beef Per Acre Produced on Trefoll

180 days of grazing on a
trefoil pasture in Jowa
under average conditions.

MADDY SAID trefoil

had been slow to
catch on in Towa because
seed was rather expensive
at first, compared with the
price of alfalfa seed, and it
took several years to learn
how to seed it and manage
it,

“In order to seed it in
permanent pastures, there's
quite an expense in reno-
vation, if you figure your
time, labor; fertilizer, ete.,"”
Maddy said. "It could run
though maximum results
$25 to $30 an acre. 4

Maddy rec
planting 2 or 3 pmds of
orchardgrass and 6 pounds

of trefoil per acre ,imlwd-
ing down

vises sowing trduil
at a rate of 6 Poufiﬂ!i*
acre in renovating mq
bluegrass pasture. _
bushel of oats per acre
would orovide the nurse
crop. v
Maddy said that
spring seedings
mended and thaygm st be
well-grazed and mowed the
first year, % - el
Maddy advised starting
the grazing whap‘-?ajp

wet. Mowing is cessary
to dmtroywm ind othe
erowth which livestock
won't eat.
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