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-DAVI S COONTY SOIL CONSERVATI ON DI STRIC T 

REPOR T I-?OR 1947 YEAR 

Interest and act ivit y in t he !avis County Soil Conser vation 

I 
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District has continued on a high level fo r the 19Lt.7 year. As co.mmissioners, 

we are pleased with the reception our program has received in the three 

years that we have been operat ing . Soil Conservation is progressing in 

our county, however cropping has remained heavy during the war years and 

we are alarmed whet her the rate of progress is adequate to hold our 

own in soil losses. 

A disasterous season with an excessive wet spring followed by 

a severe drought has i mpressed upon us the need f or changing our ~pe of 

farming. Operat rs who have been carrying on a good soils program came 

through the year with less soil los·s and more satisfactor~r yields than the 

farmers who have failed to adopt improved practices. A.long with other 

agricultural agencies, we have been encouraging t he shi f ting to a for age --

type of' agriculture. An effort has been made to i mpr ess upon our farmers 

the possibility of doubling and in some cases even t ripling their 

production in hay, grass and grains. This area is adapted t o the 

production of hay and grass which associates it closely with livest ock 

production. ·,e have encouraged the producti on of sheep , beef and dairy 

cattle with emphasis on the latter fo! the .average size unit. This type 

of operation lends its.elf to a strong soil conservation program as well 

as offering maximum income to a family size fa.rm. · With our ability to 

produce forage · combined with other f avorable conditions we believe we can 

compete with any ar ea in livestcck and dairy production. 

In an ef fort to change farming methods we have introduced new 

. ~pes of clovers, grasses and grains to this area. Birdsfoot Trefoil, 
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Ladina Clover, and Reeds Canary Grass are some of t :~ newer plants now 

. i .n use. We have encouraged the use of winter cover crops such as Balboa 

Hye, improved varities of wheat and winter vetch. Where it is possible 
I 

we have been getting the seed for the grasses and legumes to put out on 

demonstration plots as well as encouraging the production on a commercial 

basis. 

Our lime quarry furnished an estimated 22,000 tons of agricultt~e 

limestone for Davis County as well as servicing parts of Van Buren, Wapello 

and Jefferson counties. In addition to this, road rock has been made 

ava.i lable to the four counties. Our contract with earth movers was 

renewed for the 1947 year with satisfactory results. 

During the year just closed we ha:v:e sponsered various programs 

instrumental in carrying on improved farm practices. Last fall we held 

a district and 'i:rounty contouring plo"ring match with some 2500 _people 

in attendance. · Considerable time in promoting an experimental farm on 

the Edina type of soil was expended in the year just closed. Although 

we ran into a good many obstacles, it now appears that the program is 

under way and it is anticipated that the c~paign to raise f unds for 

the purchase of the land now under option will be launched in January. 

Arrangements have been made with our ~strict Conservat ionist to hold 

a soil conservation school f'or the county. It is planned that we will 

invite community leaders to attend the 4 - day school of basic soil 

conservation information that can be taken ·back and divulged to all 

parts of the distr ict. 

Associate commissioners were named durir;tg the y-ear to assist 

in carrying out county-wide programs. We found this added personnel to be 
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of assistance in sponsering programs and in getting out information to 

all parts of the county. Agricultural agencies in the district cooperated 

in carrying on a coun~-wide contouring demonstration. Through this measure 

we were able to reach far more people than we would have otherwise been 

able to assist. 

During the year some 1400 acres of intertil~d crops were 

contoured with 4.4 miles of rolling land terraced. TWo hundred acres 

of strip cropping was laid out with 87PO feet of diversion di t ches bui 1 t. 

Five ponds w·ere constructed under the supervision of our services. fifty 

fann plans were completed for the year making a total of 110 for the 

district. Twelve news articles appeared in the local publications with 

14 demonstrations being held in the county. Emphasis is being placed 

on rotat ions based on complete farm plans. Pasture rejuvenation is 

stressed in for mulating unit programs. 

In the few years of our service in soil conserva ti on work we 

have come to · reali~e that the problems before us are gigantic. The 

foremost problem is one of education, arousing the people to a point 

where they are conscious of the need of conserving our most valuable 

national asset soil. Second to the educati onal problem is the one 

of capital. :Many opera tors including owners, tenants and landlcr ds are 

not in a position to pay for lime, fertilizer, seed, fencing and other 

i tem.s basic to starting and carrying out a thorough program. Another 

limiting factor is technical assistance in aiding farmers in their planning 

and carrying out recommended programs. Soil Conservation is a relatively 

new field and the know-how must be forthcoming to supplement interest · 

if our program is to be worthwhile and longlasting. 

Davis County Soil Conservation District has met s ome of the 

problems confronting us in developing a soils ·program. Our lime quarry 
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has solved one of our paramount problems, that of treating acid soils. 

Our dirt movimg contract has assisted in developing drainage projects, 

ponds, water conservation and other dirt work that presented problems. 

Our demonstrations have assisted in developing interest and have been 

helpful in teaching operators to work out their pr oblems on their 

respective farms. N$Ws releases and educational information has been 

instrumental in bringing nsw c~nverts into the Soil Conservation fold. 

Ground work in organizing our experimental farm has developed new 

interest and stimulated thinking in our soil needs. The complete farm 

plan developed in various parts of the county is a~akening neighbors 

to the me rits of soil conservation. 

_ Although we are advancing in the soil conservation field 

the rate of progress at times seems too slow. At the present time we 

a.re developing 50 farm plans a year when it seems altogether possible 

on a voluntary basis to be reaching four times this number or a total 

of 200 a year if technical assistance could be made available. Our 

recommendation for speeding up a Soil Conservation program would be 

a more definite educational program. A program that would not only 

reach our leaders but every farm ~perator in the district. Operators 
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should be confronted and exposed oont~nually with every feasible edoo ational 

measure available, such as demonst ra tions , movies, radio, pamphl ets and 

news releases. After we have taught farm owners the need of soil 

conservation we then need technical assistance. In carrying out a 

sound program., ce.pi tal also enters into the picture. This can be 

alieviated somewhat by continued soil conservation payments and available 

credit on a long time, low rate basis. 
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e want to take this opportunity to commend the work of our 

farm planner, LeLand McCord in the ~.I . training program. For the past 

year he has been working in the capacity of an instructor in the Veterans' 

Training . Co urse and doing an excellent job of instilling Soil Conservation 

in the minds of these young operators. This will, no doubt, be of unto ld 

value to this group of farmers as well as the lli.strict in establishing 

a better Davis Co unty . 

Not only has our lime quarry and earth moving c ontracts been of 

a value in carrying out Soi l Conservation pract ices but has also been a 

source of reven ue to our district. Vlith funds in the treasury , we are able 

to sponser pr ogr8.J.'nS that otherwis e would not be possible. Expens es are 

incurred in carrying on an active program and funds in the treasury has 

been a material asset to our district. 
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RBCEIPTS 

Royalty on Agricul tural limestone, 
'Royalty on road rock 

oyalty on road r ock (1ftJlapello Co . ) 
Earth movi ng contract 

Cash Balance, January 1 , 1947 

DISBmtC.SEMEN TS 

50509. 10 tons @ .06¢ $3030 .54 
9411.90 tons.@ .06¢ 564.71 

17572.40 tons @ o05¢ 87?8 . 82 
317.23 ----4791.10 
336·53 

$5127 o63 

Royalty on agricultural lime, ~ .05¢ 
Bbyal~y on road rock, @ .05¢ 

$2525 .44 
470e&J 
878 .62 
32 .80 
2.25 
5o00 

12.59 

Royalty on road rock , Wapello Co ., ~ .05¢ 
adv. on earth moving contract 
Recording paper s 
Corporation fees 
Mileage and postage 
Bond 
Tes t ing lime 

_Dinners 
Camera 

ca·sh Bal ance , January 1, 1948 
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Fr-ed Melvi~ommissi,..,ner 
' 

2 .• 50 
1.50 

61 .45 
73 ·39 

$4ot6.14 


