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Increase Farm Profits wllh Manure Management 

After harvest and prior to spring 
planling many livestock producers 
turn their attention to spreading ma­
nure on open crop ground. These 
same producers often do not take 
manure nutrient credits due to the 
uncertainty of application rate and 
availability of nutrients. 

There are three things farmers can 
do to become more confident in tak­
ing nutrient credits for next years 
crop: 

lion and nutrient cred1ts, we can re­
duce off farm imputs and increase net 
profits. 

The average spreading rate for cali· 
brated manure spreaders in northeast 
Iowa is 20 tons per acre. This is equwa­
lent to a 100 pound nitrogen credit for 
dairy feedlot manure. Although these 
are signifltant credits, many farmers 
are reluctant to take even half of the 
credit available. Farmers should gain 
some confidence in knowing that the 
table values for solid manure already 
account for at least a 50 percent nitro­
gen loss. A feedlot sample of dairy 
manure contains 50 percent nitrogen 
loss. A feedlot sample of dairy manure 
contains 15 pounds nitrogen per ton. 

Outstanding Conservation 
Farmer Recognized 

Kathryn Hinsenbrock was rec­
ognized as an outstanding con­
servation farmer for 1993 by the 
Fayette Soil and Water Conser· 
vations District. The purpose of 
the award is to recognize individu­
als for their outstanding progress 
In applying a soil conservation 
plan on land they own or operate. 
Duane Mork has been the opera­
tor on this tract for the past sev­
eral years. The award is based 
on conservation work on a 257 
acre farm in Dover Township 
North of West Union. Com, Oats, 
and Hay are rotated on the ma­
jonty of highly erod1ble land. A 
Conservation tillage system, leav· 
ing 30% residue cover after plant­
ing, protects 208 acres of aop­
land. 187.6 acres of contour strip 
cropping and contouring are used 

The grassed waterway at the Kattvyn Hinsenbrock farm North of West Union is properly ma•nta1ned. The 
0~:~~~~~~~as on Hlnsenbrock's 

waterway has an adequate width which helps it convey runoff during heavy rainstorms. (SWCD file photo) farm have been treated with 
3380 

Determine the nutrient value oJ the 
manure. If manure is handled as a liq­
uid; a lab nutr~nt value of their ma­
nure. If manure is handled as a liq­
uid; a lab nutrient analysis is recom­
mended. Producers handling barnlot 
an other solid manure can use table Farmers are asked to take on~ a five Soil Compaction Considerations fl . of the outlet terraces. These 

from this type of compaction that ~~~~aecse~n~~d~~:rt~rn~n~~~~~ values. 
Determine the applicalion rate. This 

inlormation is obtained by calibrating 
your spreader and can be as easy as 
the following: Fi rst determine the 
number of tons of gallons in an aver­

~~~~~ ~:~~~eT~o~~hti~~so~~~~~c ~~~~ by Dan Burkhart damage was probably caused by 

and will not volatilize. If manure is in- Co. Extension Education Director !::~ th~~ =:~i=~c·r!~at=; 
corporated by tillage immediately al- shallow, 6to 8 inches below the sur-

those with courser textured sub· transport surface water safely off 
soils. Deep tillage can be used to the fields to reduce gully erosion. 
remedy some to these problems Low cost practices such as 3.3 
if the right conditions exist. The acres of grassed waterways, 
subsoil needs to be dry enough to 2700 ft. of field borders, and 2.8 
obtain soil fracturing without acres of critical area planting add 
smearing from the tillage tool at to the Hlnsenbrock conservation 

fer appli~tion, farmers can take twice Soil management considerations face. Even though shallow, It can 
the cred1tthe tabl~ r~commends. for many soils in Iowa will be a chat. have a dramatic effect on crop 

age load. Next 
count the number of loads applied to 
a field of a known size. Divide the to­
tal toos or gallons applied by the acres 
covered to determine the tons or gal· 
tons applied per acre. 

Keep the manure application or 
spread pattern uniform throughout 
lh<fiefd. 

After manure is applied, the appli· 
cation rate (in tons per acre or 1,000 
gallons per acre) can be multiplied by 
fhe nutrient content of the manure. By 
keeping records on manure applica· 

Table values _for 1tqu1d manure do not lenge for 1994. Many fields were growth. However, even without fur· 
account for mtrogen loss if broadcast damaged in the fall of 1992 by har.lher tillage, assuming a normal win­
on I?P· Manure broadcast on top and vest equipment operating on wet ter with good freezing and thaw­
not mc~r~rated can lose 30-50 per- soils. In addition, in most parts of Iowa ing, most of this effect will be elimi­
~nt ~fits mt~oge~ value through vola· the 1993 crop was planted under nated. Some shallow tillage may 
tdazahon. Th1s ~hll !~aves 5~70 per- adverse, wet soil conditions. Many help remove the problem, but the 
cent of the. apphed n~trogen m the ~r- soils also have had manure applied natural forces of overwintering 
ganlc portton ~f the1r manure WhiCh under compacted conditions. may be the dominant effect. Shal­
should be credited. Soils stayed wet almost all summer, low tillage in the fall on soils with 

the depth of tillage. program. 
Soils should be tilled only to the In addition, 5 acres of trees 

depth to which •soil smearing· by have been planted on the farm. 
the implement does not occur. ltisKathryn'sphilosophythatwe 
Shallow tillage may be done on are God's stewards and caretak­
these soils if they remain wet be- ers of their land, She believes it 
low desired tillage depth. The is the farmers duty to take better 
deep damage to the soils will I care of the land than they would 
have to be recovered w1th tillage if it were theirs. 

and lost much of their structure near low erosion potential may improve 
For more information on manure fer- the surface. These •puddled• soils the puddles surface condition of 

tilizalion and spreader calibration con- are dense and compacted as a re- many poorly drained soils. late. Natural causes such as wet- The Fayette Soil and Water Con· 
ting and drying, root growth and servation district salutes Mrs. 
decay, and perhaps burrowing of Hinsenbrock for her fine conser­
worms and other animals will pro- vation efforts. The example she 
vide drainage and aeration to the provides promotes the steward­
impacted depth of soil. ship of our soil and water re-

tact the Northeast iowa Demonstration suit of this structural breakdown. Deep compaction problems may 
Project office. Phone: 864·3999. Tillage to break up these compacted predominate in fields where ruts 

soil zones is often the first option that were left after either harvesting 
comes to mind. However, tillage last year's crop or perhaps from 
needs to be done under proper con· manure hauling on areas last 

-------------------- ditions to be beneficial. Don't auto. spnng and summer. When axel 
Soils that were recently con- sources. 

verted to no-till may have experi-
Changing the Face ol America 

by Jeffrey Vonk, State Conservationist, USDA Soil Conservation Service 

n the jOb is completed as en­
visioned, it will be somelhmg 
done in five years that cooldn't 
be done in the Last 50. lester 
Brown called it one of three 
major environmental accom­
pfishments wor1dwide. It's 
serving as a model for other 
countries . 

It's a story not yet complete, 
but the recent progress In soil 
and water conservation In Iowa 
and the United States is 
promising. 

This recent progress is fueled 
by the conservation provisions 
of the 1985 and 1990 farm bills. 
One, called the Conservation 
Reserve Program, has helped 
farmers temporarily retire 
millions of acres of the most erodible cropland in exchange for participating 
in federal farm programs. A majority of fanners have sup!Xlrted this concept 
in recent farm polls, and about a third of the conservation work called for is 
complete. 

You can see results by driving across the state. Almost two m1llion acres 
of steep Iowa hillside are now in grass as part of the Conservation Reserve. 

There are also soil-saving strips of grass on the edges of fields, along 
dfainageways, and on contours across hillsides. The increase in these field 
borders, grass waterways and contour buffer strips is readily apparent to 
conservationists who have advocated them over the years. In addition to 
saving soil, these grass strips are helping clean up surface waters and give 
cover to many types of wildlife. 

Wildlife specialists have documented the highest pheasant numbers in 
Iowa in 1991 since 1970, for instance. They credit the increase to the new 
Qfass habitat provided by farmers as part of the conservation programs. 

Each Iowa producer with highly erodible land is being asked to follow a 
conservation plan developed late in the 1980's. The plan outlines conserva· 
lion systems for each field, and lists completiOn dated between now and 
Dec. 31, 1994. 

Thousands of acres of contour fann1ng, millions of acres of crop residue 
management, thousands of mites of terraces, thousands of acres of grassed 
waterways, and many other conservation practices are called for in the plans. 

Without question, these pracbces help the fanner. But they also benefrt 
society in general. Financial benefits are often long.tenn for the farmer, while 
up-front costs can be a sigmficant part o~ an annual farming budget. 

Knowing there are costs Involved in caring for the land, soil conservatiOn· 
tsts have developed a deep appreciation for conseNatlon farmers. They are 
changing the face of America, lltcrally, and they deserve a friendly pat on 
the back from Ume to tmle. A conservation farmer is everyone's friend. 

--A thank you note 

We, the Fayene Soil and Water Conservation District Commis­
sioners would like to say "Thank You• to our assistant commis­
sioners for all the1r work this past year and to all the state and 
federal staff for there fine work thiS year. last but not least, we 
would like to say ~ank you• to all the others we worked w:th this 
year. It takes the team work you all have grven to have a WJnn1ng 
year and -you· made It happen. "Thank you. • 

matically assume that any tillage is loads exceed 10 tons, soil defer-
enced some consolidation at the better than none. ~ mations below 1 0 to 12 inches 
surface during the year. especlaJiy pI ant If soil compaction symptoms such from the surface can be detected 

as diagonal track patterns are show- especially in moist soil conditions. 
ing in fields, poor growth of end rows, SOlis with fine textured subsoils 
and uneven growth patterns m ths ,_ghar clay content} are more 
row are evident next summer the susceptible to long term damage 

in poorly drained soils. If this soil 
shows signs of slow drying and 
poor air transfer thit.> ~II, SOfiiU.f 

refativefy shallow, non inverting till· 
age may be considered. It takes a 
period of time for the biota of the 
soil to respond to the surface resi­

Trees, 
Extend 
CRP 1994 TREE 

ORDER FORM 
NAME: 
ADDRE:s::=-s:--------...2:>1(/. 

CITY, STATE, ZIP:-------­
TELEPHONE:---=---------
As done in the past, the Fayette County Soil and Water Conser­

vation District is once again sponsoring a tree seedling and 
transplant sale. The trees are hardy, bare root seedlings with 
healthy root systems from Cascade Forestry Service, Inc. Prices 
shown are per bundle of 25, except the nut tree package. 

The sale is open to anyone interested in planting trees. There 
are no guidelines as to who can purchase the trees and where the 
trees are to be planted. 

All orders must be received in our offiCe by February 25, 1994. 
We Will notify you in mid· April as to When your order can be picked 
up. Trees must be paid for when ordered. We do encourage early 
ordering, as we do sell out of the more popular spec1es. 
Species Cost Number To tal 

American Arborvitae 
(12·18") 

~ Ia..l1.tlW • l&l1 

American Arborvitae 
(18-24") 
Black Hills Spruce 
(12·18") 
Black Walnut (2-3') 
Blue Spruce (12-18") 
Honey suckle 
(Arnold's Red) (18·24" 
- aphid resistant) 

Lilac (2·3') 
North£.m Red Oak 
Norway Spruce 
(18-24") 

Scotch P1ne (18-24•) 
Suga1 Maple (2-3') 
Whit1: P1ne (12-18•) 
While Spruce (12· 18•) 

$40.00 X 

$50.00 X 

$25.00 )( ~ )( 
$30.00 X 

$25.00 X 

$35.00 X 

$30.00 X 

$30.00 )( 

$30.00 X 
$30.00 X 
$55.00 X 
$25.00 X 
$25.00 )( 

d~e and to ~ild P_OJ>Uiations ~at by Gary Beyer, District Fort5ter 
Will aSSISt m creating Charles City 
•macropores• or large openings in 
the surface soil. Since a large What is going to happen to CRP? 
number of acres in Iowa have Willi he government extend the pro­
been converted to no-till in the gram,orwillmillionofacrcsgoback 
past two years, these problems into crop produce ion within I he ~ext 

a~e common . ~ tillage system ~at ~:c~~a;~h~a~~rn ~~~~~e~~;:~~ 
wdlfracture.th lssurfacelayer~lth· Reserve Program is highly erodible 
out destroy1ng the surface residue and may require expensive erosion 
cover may prove to be beneficial. control measures to mccl SCS farm 

Soil management problems in plan requirements. 
Iowa are difficult after a prolonged No one know what the future of 
wet period such as we have ex- CRP is. But there is one way to guar­
perienced. However, remedial antee an additional five years ofCRP 
measures will probably not solve payments. For lam.lthat ~as enrolled 
the problem unless proper condi- under a grass ~ntract pr~o.r to 1991, 
lions exist for those measure to you can rece1ve an add111onal ~ve 

wor~. NaturaJ pr.ocesses ~ch as ~~ ~e~~~~~e;~~:;~';:~~r~ 
wen1~g and dry1~g,. free~1ng and mrne hardwood tree planling, but up 
thaw•ng, and SOli b1olog1cal sys- to 50% conifers are allowed to help 
terns will tend to bring damaged train the hardwoods to grow straight. 
soils back to normal if the prac- Average costs of tree planting are 
!ices that created the Ofiginal prob- $~50-$400 per acre for establishment. 
!ems are discontinued. F1~e years of weed control are re-

• quucd at an average cost of $6().$70 Implementing peracre. ThcCRPprograonwillcost· 
share 50% of the first year's costs not 

conservation to exceed $210 per •.cr.e, min"; the 
cost-share thai was ongmally pa1d to 

plans ~~~~'!::1:: a~r~~b~~~; ~~~~~~~ 
By l.aVonne Koch, Soil Conservation year of weed control. 
Technician Planting uees on highly erodible 

Get those conservation plans imple- portions of your field, may ease the 
mentcd now, don't wait till fall . 1994 restrictions for framing on 1he rc­
is a critical yet because all conserva- maindcr of tJ1e field, By planting the 
lion practices must be implemented steep areas, the field will no longer 
on your conservation plan by Doc. 31, be classified as highly erodible and 
' 1994 mandated by 1985 Food and requirements for meeting SCS ero­
Sf:curily Act. sion guidelines will he more lenient. 
The wet conditions in 1993, w11l not Often, the steeper area are not profit. 

delay the deadline on your conserva- able to fann anyway. The land that 
lion plan except for construction was reluming no profi1 from fam1-
practices. ing could provide erosion control., 

Special Native In order to receive any government wildlife habitat, and an investment 
Nul-Tree Package: $40.00 X bencfits,yourconservationplanmust thai can return 6-8% over a 60-80 

3 Butternut , 2-3• be implemented. period. The increase in value of the 

3 Amerlcan Hazelnut, 6_12• The SCS field office is working trees is not taxed until the trees arc 

3 ~lack Walnut, 6_12• hardtocompleteafieldfollow-upon harvested. Area 2 acres or more in 

2 N h p • all tracts that have highly erodible size will qualify for the Forcst 1cservc 
ort ern. ecan, 6-12 land. During our visits, we will go Law.After the CRPcontract expires, 

Tl1~se Amencan nut trees offer shade, delicioUS nuls, and valuable veneer over the needs of crop rotation, rcsi- the land will be exempt from prop­
~IS They. also help to ~n~~ce Wildhle habllal. The bees have atolal value due, waterways or critical area seed- erty taxes. 
of $52.80 if pUJchased IndiVidually We olfef the package !Of' $40 00. lings, and field borders. We will also You can get started now. Contact a 

offer some options to improve lhe forestertolookatyourfannandwrite 
landandsaveyoursoilfromerosion. a plant for planting trees. You can 
We are willing to work with you then apply for the CRP extension at 
through a field follow-up to getlo lheASCSoflkc.Piannowsothatyou 
know your operation, h~lp you un- havetirret~propcrlyprcparelhcsite, 
derstand your conservation plan and Older scedhngs an line up a contrac­
updale the conservation plan. tor to do the work... Plan now to surt 

Total of Above. 

Add 5% Sales Tax. ............ .. 
TOTAL AMOUNT DuE ........ . 

t>tease make checks payable to Favette SWCD (Soil & Water Con­
servation D1stnct) and return With~~~ order to 612 H1ghway 150 
South 111 , West Umon, lA 52175-1 508. Thank you for your order! Don't wail till tomorrow lo gel an a legacy that your ch11dren can enjoy L-------------------.J appointment. and profit from. 
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Why field 
borders? 
by L.oVonno Koch, 
soil technlclan 

A field border is a st rip for pe· 
rennial vegetation (grass) estab· 
lished next to cropland on the out­
side of a field. The field border pro­
vil.les a turning area for farm equip· 
ment, prevents rill and gully ero­
sion, and prevents tows up and 
down the hill. 

To clarify where a field border is 
required; I) where the field is con­
toured and we have give credit for 
contouring, 2) where the field is 
farmed across the slope and we have 
given credit and the field border 
wou ld erode at a greater level than 
planned for the rest of the field, 3) 
where concentrated now erosion is 
a problem in afie ld edge condition. 

Even now with 0 percent set aside, 
we still require a minimum of six­
teen feet wide. But the field border 
must be wide enough to allow you 
to run your farm equipment on with­
out end rows of crops along the side 
of the field border. We st ill encour­
age you to leave the recommended 
ASCS guidelines of thirty three or 
sixty six feet wide. 

When c.cotablishing field borders 
follow these guideli n~: I) Prepare 
a firm seedbed, 2) apply lime and 
ferti l izer before seeding, 3) seed the 
area with appropr iate and good 
seed, 4) usc oats as a nurse crop at a 
rate of I to I 112 bushels per acre 
during the spring ani.! mow the oats 
before they head our or harvest for 
grain, 5) drill across the slope not 
up and down the hill if possible to 
help control eroston, and 6) seed the 
field borl.lcr during spring seeding 
period of March J to May 15 or 
during late summer seedmg of Au­
gust I to September 15. 

It is very important to maintain the 
field border afler it is established. 
C.uidelines on maintaining the field 
border are: J) mow to control weed 
or shrubs from developing, 2) main­
tain the necessary nutrient level by 
topdressing with ferti l izer, 3) reseel.l 
as necessary to maintain desired 
plant <;pccies, 4) on adjacent slop­
ing~mpland, till ~il on the contour, 1 
at nght angles to the field border. 
This prevents water from forming 
gullies along the field border, and 1 

5) shut off farm chemical sprayers 
whrn lurrung on a field border. 

Field borders lbat are required 

I 

SWCD employees 
The Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation Dlstrlel employet.t are front row left to right, LaVonne 
Koch, soU conservation technician, Lori Kohlmeyer, state secretary, and Julie McCready, WAE. Back row 
left to right, Jerry Muff, district soil conservationist, and Alan Crowe, state soil con.coervat ion technician. 
(Photo by Dennis Schrum) 

must be implemenlcd by Dec. 31, The 1994 Fayette County Soil and Water Coruuvatlon District are front row left to right, Richard J en~~;en, 
1994, mandated by the 1985 Food William Bennett, and Dawn DeVore. Back row ldtto right, Paui Nuss, Llrr y Reiling, and Carl Nus. (Photo 
and Security Act. by Dennis Scbrum) 

Winning year for Fayette Soil and Water 
by William Bennett, Chair, Fayette SWCO 

The way the weather was tn 1993, that may seem ltke an tncor­
rect statement, but in many ways it was a winning year. We had 
great cooperatiOn from most of the farmers of Fayette County in 
the tmplementatton of their conservation plans. Nearly all are right 
on schedule w1th their plans and most of the others are working to 
be on schedule. Even with the weather of '93, these farmers are 
making a dtfference In the world. Not only are they productng the 
best and most plentiful food supply in the world, but they're also 
working to 1mprove our most basic resources, our soil and water. 1 

use the term •our" because in many ways the soil and water does 
belong to everyone •• w1thout them none of us would extst 

Another way that 1993 was a winning year was that wtth the 
cooperation of the Fayette County ASCS, we were able to put out 
a newsletter to our cooperators 1n Fayette County. Hopefully this 
was of value to each of them, helping them become aware of such 
things as USDA rules and programs, as well as who the soil and 
water d1stnct commissioners are and what they do. We are hoping 
to tmprove on these newsletters as time goes by and we team 

District Activities 
July 1992- June 1993 

July-- So1t and Water Resource Conservation Plan was recorded. 
August •• IM Budget and Spending Plan was developed. Fayette 

SWCD received $38,389.00 for cost-share proJects. Forest Bonjour 
was nomtnated for Woodland Owner of the Year and Dan Burkhart 
was nom1nated for the lzaak Walton Windbreak Award. Eugene 
Franzen was selected as the Fayette SWCD Outstanding Con­
servation Farmer. Contractor policy on practice checkout was 
approved by the Fayette SWCD. 

September -· Conservation Education Field Day was held at the 
Richard Jensen farm for North Fayette third graders. Fall Regtonal 
meeting for SWCD Commissioners was held near Elkader. Mark 
Nelson was nominated for Woodland Owner of the Year 

November •. R1chard Jensen and Paul Nuss were re-elected for 
s1x-year terms to the Fayette SWCD Board . The 46th Annual Con­
ference for SWCD Commtssioners was held in Des Moines. 

December •• Fayette SWCD's first newsletter was pubhshed. 
Fayette SWCD policy on channel tile was adopted. Soil and Wa­
ter Resource Conservation Plan and Annual Work Plan were re· 
viewed. 

January -· Election of Officers meeting was held. 
February •. IASWCDC and NACO dues were paid. Information 

on the IASWCDC Auxiliary Scholarship Awards was sent to schools 
within Fayette County. 

how to better produce them. 
1993 was a winning year in that we were able to have the third 

graders from three school systems (North Fayette, Turkey Valley 
and Valley) at our conservatton field day for ih1rd graders. The 
Fayette County Cattlemen'sAssooation cooked burgers for those 
that attended. We have high hopes that 1994 will be the year that 
every third grader living in Fayette County and many from adjotn· 
ing counties will attend this annual event. We are looking forward 
to the continued cooperation of Fayette County farm groups and 
other organizations in the educatton of our young people. I know 
of nothing that is more tmportant than teaching our young people 
about our world, the place where we all live 

Other winnings on 1993, were that we had a state wtnner in the 
conservation poster contest. A state w1nner in the tree farmer of 
the year contest. To top th1ngs off, we had the outstanding el­
ementary conservatiOn teacher of the year for the state of Iowa. 

Even though the crop yields were not w1nners, 1993 was a wtn· 
mng year for all the people of Fayette County. W1th the •coopera­
tion• of all the fine people of the county, •and the weather man,• I 
look forward to 1994 as a year when each of us will go on to 
achieve even more than 1993. One of the ways that you can help 
in this, is for you to become more involved in the actiVIties of the 
Fayette Soil and Water Conservabon District. If you call or stop at 
the office, we will try our best to help get you involved tn making 
this a better place for each of us to work and live 

Stanley is 
new 
technician 

Tuesday, February 15, 199+-The Daily Register, Oelwein, lowa-3A 

IRA 
It's Still A 

Good Idea! 
II you quality, an IRA can 
give you important ta.: ad­
vantages today and b•,l<1 
11 ••. -1s lor ret11ement let's 
talk a;x,ut an IRA. One ol the 

nM J O'LOUGHLIN, FtC 
231 South frederldl 
o.l-rn, lA 50662 

(319) 283-2541 
lnclependence Offlce 

(319) 334-208.3 

1J"""1""1~~ 
MOO[RN WOODM[N 

OF AM[RICA 
A~~ 
M()IIOt(lf!Ot;I• I Ot:ollt.o\I'OO,_ 

liFE • ANNUITIES •IRA'S 
FRATERNAL PROGRAMS 

In the best Amencan tradi· 
lion of ne•ghbarly coopera· 
han, your FarMutuol belongs 
lo you ond the other members 
11 seNes. II provides benefits 
and protection you won't find 
anywhere else . 

let us tell you about it . 

We Make It Work For YOU 

CALL 

1319-283-55781 

For Complete Home & 
Commercial 

LANDSCAPING 
SERVICE 

LET AN EXPERT PLAN & PLANT 
•Windbreak material 
Place Your Order Now . 

•Lorge Variety and Size! 

ol shade & fruit trees and 
shrubs suited for our area. 

March •• Shelley Dolf was nominated for the IASWCDC Auxil­
iary Scholarship Award. Spnng Regonal meeting for SWCD Com­
missioners was held tn Cedar Falls. Bill Stanley uansrcrrcd rrom we 

Bremer County Soil ConscrvatiOO 
off~eein Aprill 993. He has worked 
ror ~CS fcx- II years prior to uans· 
remng 10 the West Unioo office. 

HOURS: Oelwein 
He wil l be seeing a larger varietY 

or conservation practices and is look· 
ing rorwan:t to the challenges en:· 
nted by the more varied topographY· 

M -F 9-5, 
Sat. 9-3. Landscaping 

Closed Sur.day Greonhouse - Garden Canter 
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1993 llwas ayea• 
most of us in 

• farming were 
glad to see go. We'd like to forget 
the cool spring, delayed planting, 
and es pecially the record rainfall 
and devastating floods. We'd like to 
forget the plunge in corn yields 
from the record 147 bushels an acre 
average in 1992 to 

For instance, there was a lot of 
talk through the summer that no­
till and other heavy residue fields 
didn't look good_ We heard that 
1993 wasn't a good year for first­
time no-tillers. And, you would 
expect a cool, wet spring to be 
tougher on crops in fields with 
heavy residues because soils would 

machinery costs and 
other reduced inputs 
associated wi th crop 
residue management 
made the difference 

Effect of tillage on profitability 
Corn 
Till fields 
no11a 144 
ndgeiJII 58 
mulchl1ll 38 
plow 13 
rtducetlll87 
Averages 
340tields 

The mushrooming use 
of residues also made an 
environmental differ­
ence in Iowa in 1993. 
Despite rainfalls that 
were more than 1.6 Soybeans 

.----averages•---~ 

lert pest 
32772450 
32891520 
33482531 
29283485 
32092496 

32562352 

oper tota;t 
469-4 27 t49 
5534 27605 
5343 27654 
6904 31846 
5507 27584 

yld estlbu prtt 
1103 257 2071 
1128 254 2295 
t082 266 t021 
1104 294 ·2590 
1064 274 624 

5202 275.74 1095 2.63 t443 

just 85 in 1993, 
and a disappoint­
in~ 31 bushels per 
acre soybean aver­
age in 1993 

"Fields with heavy residues 
outperformed those with little 
or no residues in 1993" 

times the rainfall in !!'~m 11~~~s 
1984, the 24 million ndget.ll 35 
acres of severe soi l era- mulch 111 52 
sion in 1993 compares to ~~~~e 

1111 3
; 

more than 4 rmlhon Aver~ges 
acres of seve re erosion in 2451ielcls 
1984. 

1•rt .... 
15662839 
14821783 
15282080 
t4321614 

averages .... total ,, . callbu prfl 
4548 226 40 443 527 6147 
4907 211126 "' !)28 !llltl 
5446 22253 424 548 5330 
5996 23700 <21 597 3676 

We're relieved 
1993 is behind us, 
hut that does n't mean we can't 
learn from it. The MAX probrram 
can help us do that. 

I like to call the MAX a bottom­
lme program. In 1993, maybe more 
than in the two preview~ years, 
that's what it proved to be . 

J1m Graham, towa's state MAX 
coord1nator, ra1ses 850 acres of corn 
and soybeans in Fayette County 

Jim Graham 

take longe r to warm up and dry out 
But the 1993 MAX results-the 

records from 585 fields in 70 coun­
ties acros.Jfowa-tell us not~ 
judge the bottom hne by lookmg at 
fields in June . The records showed 
that neither yields nor profits were 
cut by farming with heavy res id ues. 
In fact, just the opposite was true. 

The bottom line from the Iowa 
MAX in 1993 was that fields with 
heavy crop residues economically 
outperformed those with li llie or no 
residue. Net profits were highest on 
ridge till and no-till fi elds, followed 
by mulch till, reduced till and then 
plowed fields . (Note: A few zone-till 
or strip-till fields entered had favor­
able results, but because of the low 
number of entries, these fields were 
combined with no-till fields .) 

As was the case in 1992, average 
yields were fairly constant despite 
type of tillage system. The cost Sa\·· 

ings rrom fewer trips , lower 

While 1993 might not 
have been a good year for first time 
no-tillers, the !\tAX shows fields 
that were no-tilled for the first time 
in 1992 or· 1993 fa red better eco­
nomically than most. Newly no­
tilled corn fields were outpaced only 
by ridge till fields, and new no-till 
soybean fields produced the highest 
profits of nny system. 

I saw n lot of tillage lost fall. But 
what I sec in the MAX resu lts leads 
me to believe there's no need for all 
that tillage. 

I thank the farmers who con­
tnbuted their records to the MAX in 
a yNtr with such poor crops. Others 
who played a part in compiling 
1\tAX information include national 
sponsors Successful Farming maga­
zme, the Conservation Technology 
Information Center, and Ciba. 

Those helping with planning and 
distribution at the state level 

14822160 5992 23374 "' 570 4398 

15.312400 5032 225.72 '" 539 5616 

include the Iowa Association of Soil 
and Water Conservation District 
Commissioners, the USDA Soil 
Conservation Service, the Iowa 
Corn Growers Association, the Iowa 
Soybean Associntion, Iowa Farm 
Bureau, Iowa State University 
Extension, the Iowa De pnrtment of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship, 
Division of Soi l Conservat ion, and 
agri-businesses. 

Thi s ycnr'~ rf'port offers side by 
s ide fi e ld com pa risons , A com pa ri · 
son of profits of systems ror two 
years, and results rrom controlled 
tillage demonstration fields. 

We invite you to look closely at 
the results of the third year of the 
MAX (Farming for Maximum 
Efficiency) and compa re these rarm­
e rs' records to your own. 

~Jrm(jrDiiam 
'/Dytrt Caunty 'fanntr ami 
lou'll ~~Coorilnat(lr 

1993 may be the year many farmers 
have to do some careful comparisons 
of production costs and profits. The 
graphs on this page show average 
yields and selling prices for the last 
10 years. 

The 10 year co mparisons show that 
1993 yields were not that much 
different from 1983, 1984 or 1988. 
They show prices fluctuat.e too. 110 

Market price 
per bushel 
10 year average 

corn beans 

1989 2.29 5.62 

1990 2.21 5.63 

1991 2.30 5.51 

Two years of MAX data 

The MAX data for 1992 and 1993 
is a lso shown here to let you a nalyze 
tillage systems yield and profi t. 

-comparing 1992 and 1993 
Corn 

r--1992-----, 
lOIII "' "' syslem fields yield prolil 

nohll 182 1714 4936 

ndget1ll 74 1689 47.16 

mulch ttl! 48 1607 4.74 

reduce till 138 1716 3548 

plow 1787 36.96 

Soybeans 
r--1992-----, 
IOiill "' "' system llelds yield pro111 

nohll 149 506 3548 

ndgehll 53 497 40.78 

mulcht1ll 118 504 3176 

reduce lilt 39 518 39.02 

plow 12 47.0 7.81 

U.stor•ool ;yttld data prot'ldrJ h.~· Mt•f' 
Duffy, ISU Extcn ~wn 

r--1993-----, r-92 & 93--, 
total "' .. , total .. , "' fields yield pro lit fields yield pro!ll 

144 1103 20 71 326 1409 3504 

58 1128 2295 132 1409 3506 

38 1082 10.16 86 1345 745 

87 1064 624 225 1390 2086 

13 1104 -2590 21 1445 5.53 

r--1993-----, r-92&93-, 
Iota I "' "' Iota I "' "' fields yield profit fields yield prom 

117 443 6160 266 47.5 4854 

35 425 5817 88 461 4948 

52 424 5330 170 464 

35 427 4397 74 47.3 41 .50 

421 3676 18 44G 2229 

80 

40 

10 

8] 85 87 89 91 93 

Soybean yields 
45 

35 

15 

15 

10 

93 

------~~· ~ 
__.---j__ 

1984 2.51 5.67 1992 2.00 5.40 
1985 2.02 4.99 1993 2.38* s.zo• 
1986 1.41 4.73 • 1993 market -year lo 

1987 1.89 5.97 date 

1988 2.45 7.33 
Note: market year 
from 1011 to 9130. 

The 92 MAX Banquet held 111 the Townhouse in Februory wo., abo a sue· 
cess. Jim Graham and Tom Hayes were winners with the highest net rciUrn 
per acre. Jim Graham utilize~ the ridge-till sy!.tcm and Tom II ayes nC)-tiiJed 
his 92 MAX field . 

New plots planned tn 1994 include •manure plots companng 
fa11-versus-wtnter-versus-spring manure applications wtth treat­
ments of 0,50. and 100 pounds of nttrogen added. •corn will be 
plan!ed tnto CPR land using vanous herbicide programs, nitrogen 
rates and planttng methods •seven chemtcal companies each 
fea1uring new herbtclde programs that clatm to reduce herbicide 
persistence and toxictty in the environment Will be set up side-by­
side tn a Wtnneshtek county plot east of Castalia on U.S. Htghway 
52 

Jtm Graham, the ~tote-wide and Fayette County MAX coordinate( gives a 
pre.,entation 10 the Fayette County panicipants make the effort to deter-
mine their net-return!. in crop production, tbey are all winne~. J.D. Bricker, CIBA-rep. has been an ongoing supporter of the MAX pro­

gram 

Louis Christen Is FayeHe Co. Woodland Owner of the Year 

Chnsten farms north of Wadena and owns 58 acres of wood­
land , punmg a great amount of effort into lmprovtng and protecting 
11 

Those efforts tnclude ttmber stand tmprovement. fencing for live­
stock exclusion , tree planllng tnclud1ng water planting 15 acres to 
walnut and oak . 

Gary Beyer, d tstrict forester wtth DNA says he is very tmpressed 
With Christen's devotion and accomplishments Beyer noted in 1991 
"Louis hosted one of the best ever forestry field days in Fayette 
County Seventy-five people attended a day-long session to vtew 
the work that he accompltshed 

CONSERVATION 
• CREAIT-.s PROFIT DOUAR.S e 

Demonstration Plots Aid Understanding of New Practices 

By Kevm Kuhn , Northeast Iowa Demonstration SCS coordtnator 
Fteld demonstratiOn of new and refined farm-management 

practtces is a maJOr actiVIty of the Northeast Iowa Demonstration 
Project, a USDA water quality pro1~ serving 460 fctrms tn a 
150,000 acre area of four northeast Iowa counttes. The demonstra­
tiOn proJect office 1s located 1n Postv11fe and serves farms 1n 
Bloomfield and the east half of M: . ~~ary Townshtp tn Wtnneshiek 
County. Field demonstrations in 199Jiflduded manure, nrtrogen, 
tillage, planllng and weed control 

Manure Management. Multi-year sWine and datry manure plots on 
contmuous com showed an advantage to moderate manure­
applicatiOn rate. All of the N,. P and K requirements for corn produc­
tion can be met wtth an annual apphcaoon of 3 ,500 gallons of liqutd 
swtne fimshing manure 

Datry manure spread at a 20-ton ra1e, wtth an addttJOnal 25 
pounds per acre of mtrogen, topPE!d Ot.ll com ytelds tn the datry 
manure plot, indtcatlng the Signlfacant value of dairy manure tn 
continuous com prodUCtion 

Nttrogen Management There was no com yteld-advantage from 
plots receMng 0 to 150 pounds of nrtrOQen on com follOWing a fair 
stand of a lfalfa . 1993 yu~td resu1ts.,..erecons1stent wrth plots from 
preVIOus years tndiCatlng no com Y1etd-fe5ponse to nrtrogen 
fol low1ng alfa lfa Com ytelds and Profitability peaked at the 90-
pound n1trogen fero lrzatx>n rate on com-following-soybeans The soc 

nrtrogen-rate treatments ranged from 0 to 150 pounds. followtng 
soybeans yieldmg 40 bushels per acre tn 1992 

Cont1nuous-com y1elds from two plots receivmg 12 nrtrogen rates 
and preplant versus Stdedress application treatments, mdtcated an 
economic advantage from 120 pounds of nttrogen per acre. how­
ever slightly higher y1elds were noted at the1r 150 and 180 pound 
nitrogen-application rate 1n the five-year plot. 

Alfalfa Management. Yields from 1992 summer-seeded alfalfa 
were greater on plots receiving manure_ Nttrogen tn the manure is 
not as effectiVely utilized in this alfatfa management program as 
oompared to corn productton, however, po1nt-source water oontami­
natton is reduced and the labor supply used more effictently when 
summer manure accumulatiOn is spread on fields It also reduces 
the probability of nutrients being ram-leached from stacker manure 

Tillage and Planting. Tillage and planttng plots were atfected by 
weather and liming No-till corn planttng tnto sod gave pos1t1ve y1eld 
response in 1993 rf timing o1 the bum-down herbiCide program was 
well managed. No signtficant difference tn yt~d or profitability was 
noted 10 no-till ver&.s conventx>naJ-plantmg compansons of com or 
soybeans follOWing e1ther com or soybean crops 

A more complete and detatled repon of pfot results IS avallable 
from the Northeast Iowa DemonstratJOn PrOJect. PO. Box 417, 
Postv~le , A 52t62 or call us at864·3999 
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~l?~~~~la'~"~eek watershed: 5 years progress I 
Cotien-allon Tccbnlclan 

What began as just an Idea a few 
years ago, has now become a re­
ality today. During the 1980's, the 
Iowa Department of Natural Re­
sources conducted a st udy of sev­
eral watersheds in northeast Iowa 
in an effort to determine causes of 
stream deterioration and ident 1fy 
water~heds that warranted special 
attcntton. Thctr findings showed 
that scdtment from erosion of ag­
nculturalland, coupled with live­
stock wa.!..te ~n-off, have the high­
est negattvc tmpact on the water 
quality of cold water trout streams. 
Furthcr~ore, the top 25 trout 
Mrcams m northca"'t Iowa were 
identified and Glovers Creek was 
ranked number eight 

From that point forwards, many 
organizations, people, long hours, 
and dollars have been invested in 
protecting this walershed. The 
SCS, ASCS, Iowa Department of 
Agriculture ami Land Steward· 
ship, University of Iowa, Iowa 
State University Ex tension Ser­
vice, Fayelle County Extensinn 
Service, Fayette Cou nty Conser­
vation Board, Fayette County Soil 
and Water Conservation District, 
and most importanlly, the land­
owners and operators in the wa­
tershed ha\'c all contributed to the 

suc..:c~c; of thi~ project. Of the 
24 landuwncr':> in the water-.hed, 
20 have participated in this 
prOJeCt 

A-:. uf today, approximately 
65,00U feet ( 12.3 miles} of ter­
race-:. have lleen cono,trueted in 
the watershed Without a doubt, 
these terrace !Jy.,tems have 
greatly reduced the amount of 
sediment entering Glovers 
Creek 

l'wo large animal wa<,te ..,tnr­
agc faciliticc; have bene built 
lllese structures not only reduce 
the amount of feed old runoff 
that cuuhl enter the stream, hut 
iilsu allnw'> for a timely appli 
cation uf fertilizer In the fie! de; 
lluee ClKlpcratms in the watcr­
..,hed have wwked with the ISU 
on farm services team to de­
velop and utilite nutrient man­
agement plane; All too often, a 
prvducer is pur'-·basing and ap­
plying more N, Jl, and K than is 
actually needetl. Anuuient man­
agement plan can save the 
farmer money, and at the same 
lime help prevent nutrient run­
oft lrtllll cuntaminating Glover.., 
Creek 

fhe Univcrc;ity of Iowa is al­
hlCilted $23,000 per year from 
the State Water Protection Fund, 
to be u ... ed fur water quality !.tud­
ies. For the pa<,t four years, wa­
ter samples have been cullectcd 
from different locations along 
the creek. These samples arc 
analy.ted to determine the 
amounts uf potentinlly harmful 
chemicals contained in the wa­
ter. Also, a graduate student at 
U ol I wrute hi., thesis paper 
about the relatinnship between 
water quality and the types and 
numhcrs of aquatic inverte­
brates present in the wnter.,hed 
It j<, our hope that this infmma­
tion can show an improvement 
in the water quality of Glo\ crs 
Creek. Find1ng..<, oft he <;tudy will 
be published later this year. 

During the four and one-ball 
years I haH been project coor­
dinator for the Glovers Creek 
watershed project, I have wit· 
nessed a tremendous effort by 
many individuals in protecting 
this beautiful trout stream. To all 
of you ··thanks so very much! 

June 30, 1994 is the end of 
Iowa's fi<;ea) year. It al"'-l milrks 
the end of financing by the 

state's Water Protection Fund 
After thi!. date, no more cost 
share money can be a11ocatcd 
for thi~ pmject. llowc,·er, there 
is current!)' about S26,000 of 
unallocated money remaining in 
the budget. If anyone in this 
water..hcd wants to take advan­
tage of the special cost share 
programs available, please no­
'ify me. 

GJo,ers C~k, a cold water trout strtum Ca'>t or West Union. 

Cost share incentive available 
in Glovers Creek watershed 

The Glovers C reek Watershed 
Project has recently been approved 
for a "new" costshare program 
available to landowners and opera­
tors in the Glovers Creek water 
shed. The states' water protection 
fund has allocated $25,000 to­
wards the implementation of an 
integrated crop management pro­
gram. I.C.M. encompasses many 
agricultural concepts which are 
sometimes overlooked but none 
the Jess important in achieving a 
financially successful farming op­
eration. 

'I"" is program utilizes a crop con-

sultan! who analyzes producer in­
puts such as nutrient, herbicide, 
pesticide, etc. as well as applica­
tions in relation to realistic field 
goals. Soil tests are an integral part 
of the process in determining what 
is and isn't needed. Field scouting 
during critical stages of the grow­
ing sea.'>~' n will l'!e performed to 
evaluate crop cstabli~ hmenl , nUiri­
ent conditions, weed and •nscct 
populations, disease problem<; and 
growth stages. Technical assis­
tance is provided in calibrating 
sprayer equipment. 

A crop consultant's objec tive is 

Pictured aN the 1993 award "'inner11 of tbe fa)elle Count) Soi l and Com.enution Dhtri ct,leO to rill,hl, 
Duane Mork. farm of the yeur, Kathr}n Hinse nbrock, ouiSiandinj.: :,oil con'\en at ion farm, Loui., and 
Cbervl C hri.sten. uoodland o"' nc>r of t he Veur. Not JliCiurt'd are Robert und JoAnn ShutTer, ou t -, t :mdln~ 

const'nation farm O"'ner·Operator-

MAX contest 
Winners of the 1993 Fayette County MAX Contest are Ray Forsyth, corn on beans, net profit pre acre $51.47, 
and 126.9 bushels pt'r acre, Sin-e Goldenstein, corn on corn, net profit pre atre $48.69, 112.4 bushds per acre, 
and soybeans, $149.91 net profi t pre acre, 57.6 bushels pre acre, fourth in the stale, and Rill Malvern, corn on 
sod, net profit per acre $88.01, 122.6 bushels pre acre. {Photo by Dennis Schrum) 

to provide a constant monitoring 
and infonnation service to the pro­
ducer designed to increase the cf. 
ficiencyoftheopcration. With in­
creased efficiency, net profits is 
al!i>o increased 

Our budget will allow us to en­
roll 2,000 acres in the ICM pro­
gram. There are cu rrently 1.364 
acres involved, so if you wish to 

become a part of our ICM prOJCCt, 
contact the Soil Conservation Ser­
vice. 

A Fayeue Co. Outstanding Conservation farm for 1993 in the O"'ncr­
Tenant Dh•lslon was the Katht)n Hinsenbrock farm ucst ofWe<it Union. 
The operator is Duane Muit. Conservation practice!> include co ntour 
strip~ (shown), tile outlet terraces, grn!>~ed u-ateNll)'ll, one ~r.Jde ~ti1bi­
lizntion structure conservation tillage und rarm~tead windbreak. 

Counlcu.r strip cropping b shown in this photo on tbe Kathryn Hinsenbrock farm north or 
West Umon. Ro"' crops alternate uith hay .'>trips uhich reduce soil trosion :,igniflcant l) and 
filler tbe runoff. Monty Kuhn "on the outo;tanding "'indbreak a" a rd. 

CONSERVATION 
• CREATES PROFIT DOLIAHS• 

) ""S r • ~ 

Certificate of achievement 
\\ inoerln the o~ner-OperatorDi,bioa,tbe Robert and Jo.'\nn ShafTer 
rarm. Conse n atlon practices include tontour :, tripcropping, tile outld 
terraces, consenation tillage, g111sstd "atel"\oloa)'s, ont' manure storage 
structure, and proper "aste utitizlltiOil. 

The Jz.aak \"fallon WlndbrtakA"IIlrd \"flnncr lor h)etle Co. in 19?') 
"'a~ Mont) Kuhn and family, ~bown on thelracn:dgeeo.~.st of\\htlmlln. 
Tbh "'·ell-m.aolcured 9-row wildlife wlodbreak an:a ha~ a '-drlet) of 
shrub and tru species. 

Muu MaboM"y won nrst prize In the 1~3 Soil Conservation Poster 
ContesL Tbe award was preKnted to Mabo .. ey at the 1994 Fa)etle 
County SoU and Water Con.wrntion District annual meeting in West 
UnJon. (Pboto by Dennis Schrum) 
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Fayette County 

Soil and Water Conservation District 

F INANCIAL STATEMENT 
July 1, 1992 to June 30, 1993 
~ 

1i92·1e93 Allocation $2,500.00 
Supplemental 10000 
Total AllocatiOn 2,600 00 
CorTKTIISSioner Expenses . 1,015 43 
Office Supplies and Elcpenses 

1,298 OJ 
J:letume<l to State $ 286.54 

111M BUQGfi CO$T-SHABF 

~ 
1992-tKJ Alloealion S38,389.00 
Supplemental 32,002 00 
Total AJiocatiOI'I 70.391 oo 
Spent t9,n809 
Obligated 33,819 60 
Unobligated Balance $16.793 31 
1991-1S92 Allocation $38,456.00 
Spent 28.654 88 
Returned To State 5 26 
Obligated 6 494 83 
Unobligated S3.301 .03 
1990-1991 Allocation $56,534.00 
SupplememaJ 
TotaJAJiocatton 

Spent 
Returne<lloState 
Obligate<! 
Unobhgate<l 

93.337.50 
1,026.31 

502 50 
$ 1.96654 

REAP PRACTICES· 1923 
1993 Allocation $5,220 00 
Spent 3.573 28 
Unobligated $1 ,646 .74 
REAp fOAESTRYfNADVE 
G RASSES- 1993 
1993 Allocation. 
Spenl 
unobligated 
GLOVERS CREEK WA!ER$HEQ • 

mr. 
1993 Allocation 
Spenl 
Returned to State 
Unobligated 519.249 93 
GLOVER$ CREEK WATER 0\JAL!IT 
EVALUATION pLAN ru Of Jl 

1993 Allocation $22,VSO.OO 
$22.950.00 

Deb Desscl, Judy Bennett and Dawn DeVore {not pictured) are assistant 
commissioners of lhc Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District. 
{Photo by The Union) 

~ 

Gully erosion north of Arli ngton on the Sam Ridenour farm is now con­
trolled by grude sta hlliz.ntion !olructure. 

Contractors laying pl asti c pipe used as principa l sp llh\oay on the 
Ridenour rumt . 

After con~t ruction, a gu lly Is controlled by grade stabilization struc­
ture. Water Impoundment ~ ill control the erosion ond pro' Ide r«re­
atlon. Photos by LuVonne Koch, SCf. 

This is a view of a field on the Marl< Rhea farm near Sumner. Rhea 
has been no-till farming on his600acres since 1984. 

Rhea no-till farming 
since 1984 
by William Stanley, Soil Conservation Technician 

Mark Rhea farms approximately 600 acres in the Sumner area. 
The land is both in Fayette and Bremer County. Mark firs t became 
Interested in no-till after attendtng no-till meetings, watching SCS 
videos and receiving plenty of encouragement from his dad, Gene 
Rhea. 

He began no-tilling only com into soybeans with a corn-corn­
soybean rotatton. He later changed his rotation to corn and soy­
bean and then changed to complete no-till in 1987. 

Mark sees the pnmary benefits of no-till farming to be: 
Soil and water conservation to control sheet erosion and matn-

tain productivity of the soil; ' 
Econom1cs by cutting fuel cost approximately 25 to 50 percent 

ond less mach1nery cost, 

~~~~;;~~~~~~~~~;;~g~8t~~;:~; ~~8hrs8~uipment was 
to put good row cleaners on his planter, and a good chaff spreader 
on h1s combine. 

Fertilization program 
Mark soil tests every three to four years and adJusts his mainte­

nance plan accordingly. 
His present maintenance plan is: 
Corn: 150 lb. nitrogen side dress anhydrous ammonia, 150 lb. 

18-46-0 starter, 200 lb. 0-6-60 spread on bean stubble spring or 
fall. 

Herbicide program 
Extrazine and 2,4-D bumdowncovering the whole field after plant­

mg the corn; 1 pint of Buctril Broadcast June 1·15, field check and 
spot spray for any specific problem. 

He very rarely spot sprays for cutworms. 

Soybeans 
Bum down the whole field with Round-up and 2,4-D prior to ptant­

tng soybeans; Postemergenceof Pursuit; field check and spot spray 
for any additional problems. 

1993 Yields 
Planli!!S Harvest Moisture 

Corn Date Dole Yield Te~ 
Well d1amed lam1 5-11-93 1~15-93 111 25 
Wetldratnedtarm 5·10·93 1~1·93 112 25 
Poortydra~oedfarm 5·1~93 11.J.93 105 1i.5 

Soybeans 
Wetldramedtarm 5·22·93 1~1~93 45 
Poorfydratnedfarm 6·12·93 1~22-93 28 

Considering the reduced yields we had this year because of the 
cool and wet weather, Mark's Yields are very respectable. 

1 have been on Mark's farm many times and am impressed wtth 
his no-t1ll management. He ts an excellent example of a success­
ful no-1111 farmer. 

Ecosystem planning 
by Richard Sims, Area Conservationist, West Union 

1 recently attended a satellite rneet1ng wrth Assistant Secretary 
Jim Lyons. He is assistant to the Secretary of Agriculture. He set 
five goals for USDA - Soil Conservat1on Service and the USDA 
Forestry Service in 1995. They are empowering employees, reor­
ganizatiOn, eco system planntng and management, America's 
waters, and partnerships. 

I would like to concentrate my thoughtS on the eco system plan­
ning For the last n1ne years we have been concentrating on h1ghly 
erodible fields and conservation compliance plans Compliance 
plans wdl always be a workload for the Sotl Conservatron Service 
but not to the extent of the last n1ne years Eco system plann1ng 
will allow SCS to do whole farm PlannmQ agatn. We Will be able to 
look at all the resources, (cropland pasture, forest, wildlife, and 
recreatiOn) , and provide envtronrn~tatly sound asststance to our 
customers. One ttem that will be empnasrzed tn Northeast Iowa i3 
to tmprove water qualrty. Thts Will be accomplished through part­
nershtps wtth SWCO's, other Private non-profit groups, and State 
agenctes 

------------~-------~ --- -

For Your 
Agricultural 
Loan Needs. 

Friendly experienced lend1ng staff with farm 
backgrounds. 104 yrs. combined bank expen­
ence. 

Dedicated to the famtly farm With progre~sive­
ness in mind. 

Flexible loan terms relating to size and tnterest 
rates. Prompt loan decisions. 

Involvement of staff with local agricultural 
organizations. 

Strong desire to provtde any Ag lending or other 
financial services our customers may requ1re. 
Open tl/6:00 p.m. every Friday and after hours 
by appointment. 

Oelwein State 
Bank 

25 N. Frederick, Oe/v.tetn.lowa 283-3361 
Offices In Arlington and Aurora 

Subsidiary of Iowa Notional Bankshores Corp. 

I 
CONSERVATION PlANTER: 

HEAVY-DUlY FOR 
HEAVY-DUlY FlELDS 

• John Deere 7200 Planters ... 
built tough for reduced 
tillage conditions. 

• 7x7-in. mainframes. New row 
cl~aners, frame and unit­
mounted counters, plenlifuJ 
under frame clearance. 

• MaxEmerge~ 2 planter 
vacuum meter 

TY 
IMPLEMENT CO., 

INC. 
Highway ISO 5 ., Oelwein, Ia. 283.4371 

1·800.498.4371 
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Mark Moser has been no-till ­
ing at least part of his crop s ince 
ilc ~.uted farming in 1986. In 
1994 he will be 100 percent no­
till. How did he decide on that 
path? Here is his s to ry : 

My contact with no-till began 
while attending college at Iowa 

State Univers ity in Ames, lnwa in 
the late '70s. 111ere were several 
•No Tillers McctingsR held a t Iowa 
State during that time. My major 
was Ag Bus iness and I was aware 
of most of the ag- rcl a ted meetings 
that occurred. ' l11c no-ti ll meetings 
had a ve ry low auendance in those 
days compared to today. Most of 
the ag studenLo; thought it was like 
a cull·- all talk of ea rthworm and 
such. 

ll was not the in thing -· after all 
agriculture wa.-. in its Rhay day• 
then :md farm ing wi th big expen· 
sive machinery aud working the 
gruund many times hi nmke a •gar­
den-likeR seed bed was the norm. 
Many of those that were trying no­
till were having terrible problems 
with weed contro l, hand ling of 
residue, tox icity and other cha l­
lenges. Lillie did we know at the 
time they would be the pioneers for 
some huge changes tha t wou ld 
take place ove r the nex t two de­
cades. 

In 1980, I graduated from Iowa 
State University and accepted a job 
managing the Farm Prog ress 
Show. 'l11is was the nation's pre­
mier outdoor farm show fo r com­
panics to show off their new prod­
ucts and services. One addition we 
made to the show was an in-fie ld 
demonstration for no-till planters 
and other no-till equipment. The 
no-till field demonstrations did not 
get many visitors at first. The 
plowing dernort<;trations probably 
drew the largest crowds, as people 
loved to sec the ground tumcd over 
and wutch the big tracturs at work. 
However, by 1984, with the urg­
ing of the Soil Conscrvatron Ser­
vice and uthcrs,thc no-ti ll demon­
s trations begun In attract more at· 
tention. I had been given a first­
hand opportunity to learn more 
about no-till and how it would 
work 

The '93 Fayette County conservation tiiiN.sociation provided a meeting last winter featuring Raw!<>On zone-till and 
fertilizer management in conservation tillage systems. Over 80 fanners auended -ManyAg reps set up stations at the 
Fayette County Faitgrounds Stephens building 

When I started fa rming in 1986, 
it wa:. on a part-time or hobby ba­
sis. My full-time job was in the 
Amana Colonies as the Executive 
Director of the 1988 World Ag 
Expo, an international even which 
as being build around, of all things, 
the World Plowing Ma tches. 

·n1e plowing matches a rc a big 
attr action in themselves in other 
cou ntries. It was the fee ling of the 
steering commi ttee of the World 
Ag Expo that a wide vuriety of 
agricultural exhibits, displays and 
un ique events wou ld add to the 
appeal of the plowing matches and 
act as a nice compliment to the in­
ternational appeal of the matches. 

I worked for the 1988 World Ag 
Expu from 1986-88 in preparation 
for the coloc;sal event. Again, there 
was an area for demonstrating no­
ti ll equipment, but by now there 
was more interest in no-tilling and 
the plow had lost a lot of its popu­
laritv with farms. Conservation 

tillage was catching on, but even 
by 1988 there were still less than 
one percent of the fanners using 
no-till to any extent. 

My experience with the 1988 
World Ag Expo ga "c me additional 
exposure to no-tilling. I was begin· 
ning to sec more and more im· 
provements in the practice of no· 
tilling in both chemicals and equip­
ment. I was also int rigued hy the 
great cost savings and lower break· 
even costs, as well as the reduc· 
tion in soil loss. 

Fwm 1986-1988, while I was 
sti ll working on the 1988 WorldAg 
Expu, my farming operation was 
made up of a 120-acre farm which 
I rented ncar my family's home 
fanniug operation around the West 
Unil'll area. I no-tilled about 20· 
40 8(. res each year in order to make 
compario;ons with ground I ti lled. 
At that time, a major facwr in my 
decision was because the ASCS 
was paying $10 per acre for up to 

40 acres to encourage f;umers to 
tt)' no-till. 

I was hiring my planting done 

alkl saw this a~ a way to pay for 
the planting as well as get a look at 
nO-trll. E;1ch year we did a vauety 
of yiehJ tests in the fall and I saw 
no significant difference between 
the conventional and no-till meth­
ods.llowevcr, all of my no- till ing 
was planting corn into soybea n 
ground. 

After the 1988 World Ag Expo 
in November of 1988, I dccidel.lto 
move back to the West Union area 
and farm, along with some planned 
off farm employment. I spent the 
l"!e"<tthrcc mouths researching both 
no-till and ridge-till I gathered in­
formation un many side-hy-sicle 
comparisons that had been clone by 
Se\"eral universities, the closest 
experiment to our farm being at the 
ISU Na..<;hua ncscarch Center about 
50 mi le., west of uur farm.1l1c re­
sults all reflected little or no dif· 

Conservation is important to 
Fayette County 

ference between no-t ill or ridge-till 
and conventional till o n corn 
planted on bean ground or beans 
planted or drilled on corn ground 
There was, however, some signifi­
cant loss showingtup on com no­
tilled or corn ground as compare\~ 
to conventional tillage in the same 
rotation. After aski ng, I was given 
several explanations for this in­
cluding toxicity from the previous 
residue, compaction of the soil , to 
a variety of other possibilities. I 
knew several good farmers that 
were moving toward no-till or 
ridge- till, but finally Rchickened 
outR and went the safe route into a 
conventional tillage system. 

To this day. I wish I courd have 
made the decision to go directly 
into rHill when beginning to fann. 
I ended up having to sell many 
pieces of conventional equipment, 
adapt some of my equipment to no­
till and purchase other no -till 
equipment over the next three 
years. 

My decision to make the move 
towards a completely no-till opera­
tion occurred in 1990 after learn­
ing of .several friends who were 
very good farmers and we re mak­
ing the no-ti ll system work to their 
advantage. I figured if they could 
do it, so cou ld I. 

My equipment line consists of a 

John Deere 4230 tractor, two small 
tractors fur hauling, chores and to 
run auger;, a White 5100 planter 
with trash whippers and Ye ltcr 
deep placement dry fertilizer piDCC­
mcnt, half interest in a 750 John 
Deere no-t ill drill . n four-wheele r 
with a pull-type 100-gallon sprayer 
for spot spraying and a Gleaner L 
comhi ne along with a variety o f 
other equipment. 

My operation is about 500 acres 
(l(Crtlp gu10nd with a <.:om-soybean 
rotation . ldohavca little bit of com 
on com each year, but to this poin t 
I have no-tilled only a little corn 
on corn. I am !<>till leery of corn on 
corn, although others seem to fee l 
more comfortable with it. I also 
know of some that a rc no-tilling 
with surface munurc application, 
butt his is a bit more tricky. 

No-till is not for everyone. Dot it 
is a very good alternative for some. 
With the soils and slopes on the 
farms I operate, my crop rotation 
and the time and cxpcn~e savings 
since I work off-farm 10 months 
out of the year a!. an ag loan of­
ficer at the local bank, no-till has 
worked well for me. And believe 
it or not, I am thinking there is more 
carth wonn activity and a bette r tex­
ture to the soil. On ly time will te ll 
if no-till survive~ aruJ grows in the 
fu ture . 

1500 West Airline Hwy. Waterloo 

We Buy and Sell Steel 
• StHI o<opper •llovnd Tub109 ·~I• Iron 

IUY :;j~~;:~•nes. Etc Sell :~.s~ lle<tongulor 
Tubtov 

WEISSMAN IRON & METAL INC. 
1-100-475·7541 

Crop residue-disappearing Act of 94 
by Jerry Muff, SCS 

for many years I have appreci­
ared lire effectiveness of crop resi­
due in reducing soil erosion in this 
area. Working with farmers to re­
duct: tillage, leaving more crop resi­
due for the soils protection has al­
ways been considered a priority. I 
have also been paying close allen­
lion to former views and have been 
tracking conservation tillage 
progress over the years. 

It will be a safe bet that the 
amount of crop residue rcrnaifling 
on the soils surface in the Spring 
of 94 wi ll be much Jess than nor­
mal for a variety of reasons: - re­
duced c10p yield in less residue pro­
duced. -increased use of crop resi­
due for livestock feed and bedd ing, 
including baling and cutting corn 
for si lage. -increased tillage com­
pl .. ti!d this past fall . 

It is not hard to accept the fact 
that we'll have less residue next 
yeaf due to the poor growing con­
dilions we had in "93. We also can 
understand an increased usc of stalk 
for livestock producers who have 
found themselves short of forage on 
hand, especially alfalfa hay, and 

e~d;~c\7~;;~, ~e~~~~~~~:fa t~t 

lh•j'~1!nal 
; ank Member 

FO<C 

Oelwe in 283·2524 
Oran 638-6521 
Westgate 578-3286 

However there is one troubling 
aspect of lhis situation; that after 
!wo years of UJ~prcccdcurctJ grow!h 

row. ) wonder if we sb0u ld coin this 
as the great "Ti llage Rush of 93". 
Much of this tillage occurred after 
stalks were baled and removed. I 
know that the ground was hard. 
Many farmers expressed their con­
cern. One call ed in on a mobi le 
phone from his combine saying that 
his combine wasn't leaving ANY 
tracks in the field . Our SCS tech ni­
cians said they had a hard time 
pushing flags in the ground whi le 
they were staking conservation 
practices. I am convinced that the 
compaction is real but that it is very 
shallow and that a normal freeze­
thaw cycle will take care of it. The 
only encouraging thing we can 
glean from all this is that at least 
fa ll tillage isn't being done because 
of farmer concern of the heavy resi­
due. 

Many producers fanning highly 
e rodible land (HEL) arc wondering 
what the consequences of having 
les..-. than their required amount of 
residue stated in their conservation 

Maynard Membe< Hazleton 
637-2289 FDIC 636-2431 

Petsche Construction 
Earth Contractor 

All Types of Dirt Work . 
Exc•v•tlng-Gradlng·Movlng 

Phone 4 2 2-5-466 

412 South Vln• W• st Union 

We have a responsibility 
to keep the land thriving, 

and to preserve it for the future. 

Let's wort together ... 
TODAY! 

compliance plan . This is a good 
question. SCS, the Fayette SWCO r---­
Comnuss•oners, Faycue Co. 
sion, and the Fayclle Co. ASCS 
office have all signed a !cller to tbt 
SCS State Conservationist request· 
ing a variance which, if approved, 
would make allowance for reduced 
residue. This variance has not been 
approved at this time, therefore of­
ficially there is no allowance in ef­

Pheasants 
Forever 

fec t. 
I would like to encourage all pro­

ducers to consider the point that till­
age has hccn the cause or compac· 
tion rather than the solution to it. 
Ou r experienced ridge-tillers and 
no-tillers have maintained that af. 
tcr several years of nottill ing,their 
soi l's tilth improves markedly, 

:ff.ca~~:~ ~~~i~~~~~~~~~~x~~~): 
therefore wa ter infiltration in­
creases and soil erosion is also re­
duced. Incidentally, according to 
ou r MAX results we've found that 
less tillage has resulted in a substan· 
tial increase in net return we've 
found that less tillage has resulted 
in a substantial increase in net re· 
turn pe r acre on the average for the 
past tow years. Please refer to Jim 
Graham's article RA Look at MAX 
in 1993" in th i-. publication. 

Whirlpool Microwave Hood 
Combtnation 
Model MH7100XYB 

• Mtcrocomputer Touch Cootrol~ 
• Auto-Set • 750 wans 
• Vented or Non-Vented J 

• Hood features 2-Speed Touch Control 
Whirlpool lle<tric Ronge Whirlpool No·frosl Refrigerator 
Model RF396PXXB ~~ Model ID22DQ 
• CieanTop111 wtlh SPILLGUARO"" Wh • ThiOugh-lhe-Ooor Ice and Wal.er Ois.penser with 
• Sell-Cleaning Oven if} 0} Crushed Ice Feature • AdJUStable Slrde-out 
• Black Glass Oven Door with WindOW HOM( -.~!> SPILLGUARD"" Glass Shelves • AdJUSiable BuUon 

• Full-Widlh Storage Ora'M!r Quality }'OU • :~~~~:~::~~~:!~~~~:Is and 

can count on ..• loday. Hum1dity Controls 

• 14 8 cu h F10zen Food 
Slo1ageCapacity 

• Key Ejecllid Lock 
• No-liogcrp1int Textured Steel 

andCatmoel 
• 518 Poond Slorage Capaco~ 

M&W APPLIANCE, INC. ~ 
534 W. CHARLES, OELWEIN PHONE 283-4661 

"WE SERVICE WHAT WE.SELL:" __ 



SA-The Daily Register, Oelwein, Iowa-Tuesday, February 15, 1994 

---~~~~~~Soil Conservation Annual Report~~~~~~ 

Award 
Winner 

Deb Desscll (lcrt) Is presented the NACD.ZENCA Ag l' roducts 
Awa rd by Bernie Bolton for her outstanding achievement 11 1 Nonh 
Fayette Elementary School for her contribution to lnil hJiing the 
Fayelte County Co nservation Field Day. This was )U<esentcd to 
Dessell at the IASWCDC Annual Coorerence In Ames, Ia. Dessell 
was a lso uppolnted US.!oil. tant commissioner- to the Fa)elle SWCI>. 

The J99J Conservation Education Field Uuy was heltJ utthc Hil'h · 
a rd Jense n farm. Jt was ll1e second yea r a cunservutiun educu tiun 
neld day was held for third graders. Tbis year again included North 
Fayelte Sehoul a nd expanded to Valley at El~in and 1Urkey Vulley 
at j ackson Junclion, Approxim ately 200 s tudents allended . Shuwn 
by the banner, provided by Bill and Judy Bennf.! lt , 111'T cu mml'i­
<ii ionus a od SCS sta rr. 

Five slaliuns "'ere pl aced on various parts oft he farm lu s how lhf.! 
students soil, how erosion occurs, soil conservation practices, a J.Und 
and life wilhin il, a nd wildlife. Richard J ense n is shown dcmon­
straUoo a soil erosion mod~.!l . 

Farm Drainage doesn't cost 
.. .IT PAYS! 

- - -.;~0·.:.-:_?[!;;:::£/:!.~'t:-. - ~ .c:- ~---;.. ... ~ 
·" ~- ---- '-·--- •A >-< I ., ~-::; 

Whatever the crop ... wherever the field, 

~ offers quality tubing & pipe 

for effective and profitable drainage. 

Benefils of Agricultural Drainage 

V" lncreased crop yields 
V"·lmproved land use and effi ciency 
V Better spr ing and fall traffi cabillty 
V" Reduction In soil erosion 
V" Deeper/heartier root development 
V Longer growing seasons 
V" Improved plant quality 

We carry a complete line at Hancor fittings for all 
diameters of tubing and pipe. Whatever your dramage 
application, there is a Hancor product to make your 
system more efficient 

9 

~J!..~f?.JI.~ Whf.!itt 
City Park Road, Oelwein, lA. 

D1m Burkhart, Fayette County E,tenslon Ed ucnllon Oi n.•d or i"l une of 
the coon lies p rim ary leaders lo residue management. He l"l shown di­
n.-ctln~-: at the MAX banquet. 

CONSERVATION ACCOMJJLISIIM ENTS 
199JF1scal Year 

Conservation District Cooperators 

Individuals and Groups Assisted 

Follow-up on IIEL Plans # 

Individuals and Groups Applymg Practices 

Resource Management System Planned Ac 

Tracts/No Highly Erodible Land 

Tractsllligbly Erodible Land #, Ac 

Farms wilh Approved Conservatioo 
Compliance Plan #, Ac 

Tracts with an Approved Conservation 
Compliance Plan #, Ac 

Waste Management Syslem # 

Conservation Tillage Ac, 

Contour Fanning Ac 

Grassed Waterway Ac 

Contour Slripcropping Ac 

Terraces Ft 

Water and Sediment Control Dam••• 

Cropland Acres Treated 

Woodland Acres Treated 

Wildlife Land Acres Treated 

Conservation Reserve Program 12tb Sign-Up 

lfilMllEB. AMQJllii 

56 

895 

474 

301 

114 

31 

103 

48 

25 

21 

1,157 

1.599 

9,800 

25,569 

9.453 

4,940 

1,459 

44.186 

15,629 

994 

210 

I, I' _ __, 
r 

Practice Farm 
Conservation 

The Fayette County Soil Conservation 
missioners are proud of the District's 
plishments. 

This work could not be possible without 
work and cooperation of our Earthwork 
Construction and Drainage Tiling Contracto 
listed below. 

DON RAUSCH 
&SONS 

Terraces, Wat e rways , and All t ypes 
of earth m oving 

Fort Atkinson 634 ·7356 

LESLIE R. 
LAUER&SONS 
Excavating-BuUdozing-Taling-Tm cking • 
Terraces-Watenvays-Ag Lime Spreading 

ELDORADO 422-5430 

If we don 't plan for it today, 
there won 't be anything to plan 
for tomorrow. 

WE BELIEVE IN PRACTICING 
SOIL CONSERVATION 

BEATRICE CHEESE INC • 
• .,,.,.,,. ....... " '- Oualrty Dairy Products· 

237-5311 

IS EVERYONE'S ~OBI II 
ThaVale.L..,Coopef~WOIAdlktiOIIMthlloppon~nlytoOOI'gfallllilltlhe - -·-- ----...... ·---& - 'fVElLOONE 

j, ' ·•ve 
{ 

iliiNE 
70 S ERIE S T 

\ ~ I , , 
I ~ 1-r t 

New Ford 70 Series GENESIS tractors are 
des•gned for the way you want to work 
designed to give you more performance, comfort 
and confidence 

• Breakthrough power ... new GENESIS 
engines produce up to 50% PTO torque nse 

• Ultima te comfort ... new cab, Sidewinder' 
movable console, aqustable seat and stee•mg 
wheel 

• Powersh ifl eff iciency ... cnange speeds, 
d•rect•ons w1th your fingert1ps one lever does 
II all 

• Unmatched performance .. . new SuperSteer"" 
FWD axle offers U-turn maneuverability . 
MegaFiow·· hydraulics offer 55-gpm capacity 

• Simple service ... nothing could be easier 
See the new 145- to 2 to-PT0-hp GENESIS trac­

tors. And start working the way you want to work 

:Ji-
BAUMLER 

IMPLEMENT 
Hwy 150 S. West Union 

Ph. 422-3835 

l 0(''" 1,1\_ Ot(or'Jr 

1. ~ ~t.: } , I ~ J. 

'r T 

PRACTICE 
FARM 

CONSERVATION 

Land Improvement Contractor & Tiling 
Wadena 633-6121 Elgin 426-5353 

MEYERHOFF 
TILING & WELDING 

DRAINAGE CONTRACTOR 
READLYN 279-3673 


