OGRESS 2000

A LOOK AT THE PAST 12 YEARS ;'N ALBIA AND MONROE COUNTY

THE ALBIA UmON-REpuﬂiICAN, MArcH 30, 2000

By DAVE PAXTON
Editor and Publisher

Fifteen years ago the men and
women engaged in farming in Mon-
roe County were locked in a finan-
cial ensis unmatched in the history
of United States agriculture.

Beginning in the late 70's farm-
¢rs began buying up overpriced land
with high interest loans based on a
sptke in commodity prices that
would not last. The crush came
when prices crashed and interest
rates soared pear 20 percent, causing
not only a crisis on the farm but a
crisis in rural banking

Hundreds of farmers went out of
business across the state, Dozens of
banks were closed.

The incredible stress of those
bleak years caused untold family
problems, Divorce, suicide and
spousal abuse were discussed in the
same breath with bankrupicy, liqui-
dation and four dreaded letters --
FDIC.

The farm disaster (it was more
than a crisis) of the 1980's lefi
immeasurable scars on the land.
Families were changed forever, But
farming survived in Monroe
County,

And there were two things that
played key roles locally (in addition
to lowered interest rates and im-
proved commodity prices). One had
to do with federal farm policy. The
other had to do with off-farm in-

How Iowa State University
Extension has developed

Extension was invented by the Amencan people to meet a vital ed-
ucational need-the need to provide an educational base for making rural
life profitable, healthful and attractve

1912 — First County Agent hired in Clinton County

1914 -- Smith-Lever Act created a partnership between the USDA
and state Extension

*The federal government contributed to funding of the extension
service

1917 - Each county had one county director and 40 counties had
home econamists :

* Funding was primarily from local private organizations

1920 -- Federal government cut back funding for extension and
many county agents and home economists were pending cutbacks
when lowa Farm Bureau was formed. 110,000 memberships were
received which helped pay 1o keep local extension staff. Clothing
classes and nutrition classes were very popular with rural women as
well as home accounting and home butchenng demonstrations. Boys
and girls clubs (later known as 4-H) had 14,733 youth participants in
the state of lowa.

1933 - Agricultural Adjustment Act was passed by the federal
government in response (o the depression. Corn was §13 per bushel
and pork was $0.03 a pound. Through this act Extension agents
helped educate the farmers as to the purposes and provision of the
legislation, explained corn-hog contracts, and organized and trained
other farmers.

1934 -- The first of two major droughts struck lowa. Extension
staff responded with sced and feed conservation meetings. Despite the
financial hardship the number of home economists in lowa grew from
12 10 47. Services such as cooking, ant and music appreciauon, and
nutntion, were all free,

1940 -- Boys and Girls clubs became known as 4-H. Starting in
1941 with the onset of WWII extension programs became focused on
increasing food production and preservation of food. Despite the
“depression, i the 30s many farms became mechanized and by 1943
almost 100 percent of lowa farms used hybrid seed corn. The crops
that were planted changed. Farms hecame bigger, less oats (for feeding
horses) and more commercial crops were raised as mechanization grew
Farm labor shortages became a problem and extension agents helped
locate additional workers including German and Japanese prisoners
1953 -- Farms once again expenenced economic down turns with
a slump in exports, surpluses, lower farm prices, and higher farm
costs, Al the same time the Secretary of Agnculture ordered Extenston
and Farm Bureau to sever ties. At that time the County Agricultural
Extension law was passed which created the county councils to assist
with the administration in every county.

1960s - In the field Extension officials phased out districts and
implemented an area plan, in central administration ISU officials
created the office of Dean of Extension. The agents also began to reach
oul to urban clients with programs such as the Expanded Nutrition
program. Extension increased involvement in the aréa of economic
development. By the ¢nd of the decade boys and girls clubs were
participating in joint programs and projects.

1970s and 1980s -—Early in the 70s emphasis was on greater
and greater production due to depleted grain supplies, Technology
became increasingly important to agriculiure which sull was
Extensions main role in lowa. Extension programming changed, as
environmental issues became more and more important especially
when discussing pesucides. Home economists changed their program-
ming moving away from the recipe approach and moved more towards
an 1ssues approach. And as resources became limited one on one
seryices were reduced and programming was done in a group setung.
toll free numbers for questions relating to home and family became
available. Extension started to work more closely with low-income
families in the areas of nutrition and home repairs. 4-H program
focused more on development of personal growth and leadership and
less on specific projects. By the carly 80s the glory days had faded and
the farm sector experienced economic downturn. In 1984 Extension
implemented programs 1o assist farm families with financial analysis
and counseling in addition to community resource committees to help
families deal with stress. At this same time the lowa Rural concern
hotline was established and between Feb, 1985 and May 1986, 15,544
calls were taken in the state of lowa. The federal government was
cuting resources, laxing the state resources more, More and more
split positions became common. Where there used to be a full time
agnicultunst who served as the county director, a home economist, and
4 4-H and youth worker many counties shared all 3 with another
county, In the past decades the county director was always a male and

in the late 80s some were female

1990 -- Because of continued budgel cuts a major reorganization
happened in 1992, Field specialists were moved (o county offices,
every county hired a full time county director to manage
administration and programming, area offices moved onto community
college campuses, partnering with other agencies and organizations
became common fo cooperate and avord duplication in services 4-H
has broadened the commitment 1o youth serving any youth that wants
o parucipate.

2000 and beyond -- Extension has and continues to be more
flexible in how it serves its clientele and what kind of programmung it
offers, Extension will continue to collaborate with other agencies and
organizations in addition to drawing outside resources for
programming.

come.
CRP -- Conservation Reserve
Program -- literally rescued the

marginal land and farm operations
on the brink of shutting down. The
Conservation Reserve Program, ini-
tally a 10-year program where
farmers received anywhere from $60
to $120 per acre for putting previ-
ously cultivated land into grasses,
began in 1985 under the 1985 Farm
Bill.

Monroe County farmers had up
to 50,000 acres of land in CRP in
the early days of the program,
Farmers nearing retirement wers
able to stabilize their operations and
draw important new income.
Marginal land, once used for crops
in an attempt to pay off farm notes,
was now dled, protected from ero-
sion and farmers were guaranteed
mcome for 10 years.

CRP now consists of around
23,500 acres in Monroe County

Even though CRP was largely
an economic and environmental
success, many argued the program
prevented young farmers from enter-
ing the business in the late 1980's
and early 1990°s. Beginning farmers
typically rented or bought the kind
of marginal land now placed in the
CRP program and without land to
start their cow herds, they simply
sat on the sidelines because the cost
of other ground to buy or rent was
too high.

Industry returns

There is great irony in the fact
that the very defimtion of huge cor-
porate agriculture was a key factor
in keeping many Monroe County
family farmers on their land.

When Cargill arrived on the
scenc at Eddyville in 1986, Monroe
County cattlemen were some of the
first o be hired on. The four days

gomes to coltle mumbers

on. three days off, three days on,
four days off, 12-hour work day
schedle was ideal for farmers inter-
ested in maintaining their cattle
herds and supplementing their fam-
ily income

On the heals of Cargill came
Ajinomoto, Heartland Lysine and
then plants began to come to Albia
As industrial jobs returned, farmers
and their wives found an economic
life-line.

But that has also changed the
face of Monroe County farming.
There are very few farmers in Mon-
roe County who do not work at off-
farm jobs. And, if they don't, their
wives do. It is a modern fact of
farming life in Monroe County.

That fact, however, has kept
farmers on the land and has encour-
aged young farmers to pursue their
dream.

Other major changes

Some things CRP and industrial
jobs could not prevent. The swine
industry in Monroe County, never
extremely strong, 1s almost non-ex-
istent, Except for a couple of
medium-sized confinement opera-
tions, and a few independent farmers
with small facilities, farmers are
not raising hogs. Vertical integra-
tion, domination of the industry by
corporate farms and a complete col-
lapse of the hog market around
1997 laid to rest most of the swine
industry in Monroe County

Fortunately, the cattle industry,
particularly the cow-calf herds pre-
sent in south central lowa, have ex-
perienced relatively profitable
times

But statistics do not lie when it
1 In 1987
there were 2.8 million head of cattle
marketed in Iowa. In 1999 there
wis almost a million less, 1.9 mil-

FORMER AMERICAN FARM Bureau President Dean
Kleckner presents the Monroe County Ag Hall of Fame award
to Vaughn and Patrica Faber.

Vaughn and Patncia Faber of ru
ral Blakesburg were named to the
2000 Monroe County Ag Hall of
Fame at an Ag Day celebration held
Thursday in Albia.

The Fabers were inducted along
with Paul and Beuy Stocker as farm
tamilies and Don and Angelin
Baker as Agri Business leaders
Kevin and Wendy Dyson were
named 2000 Outstanding Young
Farmers.

The Fabers were mamied in 1947
following Vaughn's return from
miulitary service in the South Pa
cific during WWIL

Raised on a southeast Monro¢
County farm, Vaughn remembers
herding cows and driving caule ©
pastures on horseback and workint
livestock in the 1930's and 40's
He also remembers the first new
tractor his dad ever bought in 194/

Vaughn attended school in Ap
panoose, Monroe and Wapelld
counties and Patricia grew up i
Newton

Following their mamage, the!
bought their first farm in the fall

1947, The Fabers have raised
swine, cattle, chickens and operated
& dairy over the years along with
their row crop operation.

Truck driving has served as the
supplemental income for the farm
operation and Vaughn has driven o
truck since the late 40's. He worked
on wheat, millet and milo haravests
in Kansas, Nebraska, North and
South Dakota and Montana and
trucked from coast 1o coast from
1973-1993, much of the time for
Hy-Vee. He still hauls steel in the
midwest.

The Fabers joined the Farm Bu-
reau shortly after starting their
farming operation and were active
in the young Farm Bureau couples
Eroup,

The Fabers were both 4-H lead-
€rs and were involved with the
Monroe county Fair, sharing hours
0f enjoyment with their 10 chil-
drén. Vaughn served on the first

FABER
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lion. It was esumated that Towa
farmers had 5.3 million head of cat-
tle on their farms in 1985, As of
Jan. 1, 2000, the estimate is 3.7
millon

But the major losses, according
to the latest statistics, have nol
been in beef cow herds. In 1985
lowa farmers had 1.2 million head
of cows. On Jan. 1, 2000 there was
an estumated 1.025 million. The
major losses have come from the
feedlot. Towa cattle are being sent
out of state for finishing

There are still three or four ma-
jor dairy farms in the county and a
number of farmers raise sheep.
Purebred breeders of sheep and cattle
have found excellent niche markets
over the years, providing lambs and
calves for the show ring and breed-
ing stock for other farmers.

Large scale corporate farming, in
either the chicken or swine indus-
try, has not gained a foothold in
Monroe County

Cattle type has changed.

Fifteen years ago the grand
champion steer at the Monroe
County Fair was likely a lanky ex-
otic breed with a light-colored hide,
still unfinished at 1,100 pounds

The kind of cattle, even purebred
breeders, are producing has experi-
enced amazing change, fueled by
meat packer demand for black hides
and uniform carcasses.

It used to be one of the pleasures
of driving the countryside to see the
multi-colored herds and name the
breeds by color and size - white-
coated Charolais, the tan colors of
Simmental, the speckles of Maine-
Anjou

Breeds are still imponant, but
you've got to be a near expert to
point out one brecd from another in
a commercial cow-calf operation

Change is constant as farmers meet new demands

Fifteen years from 1980’s disaster, farmers still face an uncertain future

Everything is going black. Sim-
mental, Chi, Main-Anjou are all
being bred to black, much to the
chagrine of traditional Hereford, Red
Angus and Shorthorn breeders

As ndiculous as it may seem
(since the hair off a cattle hide is ei-
ther removed or dyed anyway) pack-
ers are demanding a uniform product
off the farm, including hair color.
The reason, according to marketing
experts, isn’t so much the color but
what packers believe is” typically
under the black hides of cattle --
lean, well-marbled meat with uni-
form cuts and acceptable levels of
tendemness

Monroe County Extension Di-
rector Sue Delaney thinks pressure
from packers and consumers will
continue to drive how cattle are
bred. The one problem she sees is
the fact that many older farmers
may be either unable or unwilling
to make the kind of genetic changes
in their herds to remain profitable.

Who owns the land?

Most of the farm land in the
northern half of Monroe County
still rests in the hands of families
who have farmed here for genera-
tions. But in other areas, farms are
not being purchased by farmers.
The timbered hills south of High-

way 34 are being bought up by in-
vestors from all over the country,
looking for hunting and fishing op-
portunitics or tax write-offs.
According to a 1999 land survey
conducted by the Towa Department
of Agriculture, only 29 percent of
the land purchased in south central
lowa was purchased by existing
farmers. That compares to a state-
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00 Ag Hall of Fame

FORMER AMERICAN FARM Bureau President Dean
Kleckner presents the Monroe County A Hall of Fame award to
Betty and Paul Stocker.

Paul and Betly Stocker have
been life-long residents of Monroe
County. Paul was raised on the
farm and Betty spent her early years
growing up in the mining camp of
Lockman, one of a family of 12
children. Both graduated form Albia
High School,

The couple was marned n 1946
and have raised five children, Cathie
15 a doctor of clinical psychology in
Washington, D.C.; Michael is an
engineer al John Deere and lives in
rural Alba; Beckie s a medical
technician with a degree in blood
banking and lives in Kansas; Mark
works for Pac-l.case and 15 attend-
ing L‘uilup{: in Des Moines; and
Lesa works for GM in Minnesota
and hives in Eden Praine. The
Stockers have five grandchildren

Both Paul and Betty have been
active in Monroe County life. Betty
served a Girl Scout Leader, judged
4-H projects and served on the Ex
tenston Council, She has been a
member of the Activity Center
board (now Ragtime Industries),
plays the organ for Eastern Star in
Albia and Eddyville as well as for
the First Christian Church, the

Monroe Care Center and Oakwood
Estates

She has also taught Sunday .
School and Bible School for her
church.

Betty has worked pan-time at the
Monroe County Recorder's office
since 1949 and was deputy recorder
for six months

Paul has been an active Mason
for many years, serving as Past
Master of the Astor Lodge
AM/FM. He 15 Past High Priest of
the Royal Arch Masons and a
member ol the commandry. He is a
representative of the Scottish Rite
of the Valley of Davenport and 1s a
member of the 32-degree club of
Ottumwa

Paul has also served as trusiee,
elder, deacon, chawman of the board
and property chairman at First
Christian Church and has served as
sexton ol the Selection Cemetery

since the 1960°s. He has also served
as Township Trustee.

The Stockers have been very ac-

STOCKER
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Manure application season

FORMER AMERICAN FARM Bureau President Dean
Kleckner presents Wendy and Kevin Dyson their award

Dysons named 2000
top young farmers

Kevin and Wendy (Gray) Dyson
each grew up on their parent's
tarms, participating in 4-H and
FFA and graduating from Albia
Community High School.

Both have degrees and successful
jobs. Kevin has a degree in com-
puter mantenance and 1s a control
engineer at Cargill. Wendy is a ra-
diology technician for Integra
Health Clinic in Knoxville

STOCKERS
Con. from pg. 1

tive in Monroe County Pi!illlL;.
serving in leadership positions in
the Democratic Party for years
Betty is currently central committee
secretary

The Stocker farm operation cen-
tered around a 280-acre diversified
crop and hivestock operation that
started in 1952. Paul retired from
John Deere in Ottumwa after 32
years of service, farming during that
enhre ume.

The Stockers bought their farm

from Paul's relatives making it a
Century Farm. They raised cattle,
hogs, alfalfa, hay, corn and SOy -

beans and were early subscribers to

conservation tillage methods

The Stockers are proud of two
lacts. First, the farm helped send all
five of their children to college
And, secondly, grandson Matthew
IS starting his own farming opera-
ton on their farm.

In their spare time Betty enjoys
knitting and crochetng and Paul
likes to hunt, garden and take in the
activities of his grandchildren.

But even before they were mar-
ried in 1994, the couple had in-
vested 1n a 150-acre farm to begin
their famung career.

The farm couple raise corn and
soybeans and have a cow/calf opera-
tion as well as raising hogs.

The Dysons have two children,
Mary Kathryn. four, and Tyler
Gene, nine months.

GM planting
intention measured

I'he National Corn Growers As-
sociation conducted a poll of 175
farmers in 23 states who attended
the Commaodity Classic annual con-
terence in Orlando, FL. Results of
the poll, released the week of March
6, 2000, indicate farmers plan to re-
duce planting of genetically modi-
fied (GM) corn in 2000 compared to
last year says Ralph Mayer lowa
State University Extension Farm
Management Specialist. About 20
percent of the farmers who said they
grew GM comn last year won't do so
thus year

Twenty-scven percent of the
farmers said they intend to reduce
their plantings of GM corn while
the remaining 5 percent said they
plan to maintain or increase their
planting of GM corn in 2000,

Reasons given for reducing in-
tended planting of GM com were
uncertainty about the marketability
of GM cormn and the high GM seed

cosls

DON AND ANGELA Baker received the Angri-Business
Award from Dean Kleckner

Bakers honored
for serving
farmers through

agri-business

Don and Angelina Baker retired
last year after operating their Baker
Feed and Grain for over 25 years
The company was sold in 1999 10
Quality Ag Services.

During those years the Bakers
not only supphed feed, grain, seed
and fertilizer services to farmers,
bul took an active part in the com-
munity, working with the FFA

FABERS
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ever Monroe County Extension
Council

Vaughn also holds memberships
in the American Legion, Rathbun
Rural Water Association, has been
a township trustee for over 30

years, was @ member of the Monfoe | : -
(. their 250-acre farming operation in

County Fawrboard and served as a
township school board member, He
was also on the onginal planning
commitiee for Chariton Valley
RC&D and the Rathbun Area Solid
Waste Agency

He is also a member of the
Midwest and Iowa Tractor Rodeo
Assoclauon.

The Fabers have 10 children, 26
grandchildren and seven great-grand-
children

Parts:
uFilters
sBelts
=*Hydraulic Hoses

Goff & Nash

has everything you need

Machine Shop

sBrake drum & rotor turning
sSurface fly wheels
sValve jobs

scomplete engine overhaul

— MACHINE
={ SHOP

i

(T

12 North A St. » 932-7229
Frank Tharp, owner

Mon.-Fri.
8-5:30
Saturday
8-4

Voo

EMPLOYEE OWNED

Hy-Vee salutes Monroe
County farmers
Hy-Vee Food Stores relies on
the farming industry to supply
us with the best products for
our customers. That’'s why we
think Monroe County farmers

are among the best.

chaprer, helping at the fair, serving
on the Extension Council and hold-
ing membership in the lowa Feed
and Grain Council, lowa Cattle-
men’s Association, lowa Pork Pro-
ducers, lowa Soybean Association,
lowa Corn Growers Association and
the Albia Area Chamber of Com-
MCICe.,

Don and Angelina were married
in 1959 and raised six children
They are active in St Mary's
Catholic Church where Don has
served on the Parish Council and
Angelina serves on the Alter and
Rosary Society. Don is a fourth de-
gree member of the Knights of
Columbus

One of the reason the Bakers
were able 10 serve their farm cus-
tomers so well is the fact they oo
are larmers. In 1965 they started

Troy Township and over the years
raised both hogs and cartle on their
farm

DES MOINES - Spring has ar-
rived in many parts of lowa and for
manure applicators that means the
busy season.

Many applicators spent the past
winter attending training sessions
across the state learning how 1o de-
termine the correct amount manure
to apply per acre, about axle weight
limitations, and what to do if a
spill happens.

“These sessions have helped pro-
ducers and manure applicators apply
manure al rate that benefits the en-
vironment and saves the landowner
money on ferulizer,” said Wayne
Gieselman, coordinator for the
DNR's animal feeding program

Commercial and confinement

site. manure applicators were re-
quired to be certified beginning last
year. The certification may already
be paying dividends.

"The number of manure related
fish kills dropped from 31 in 1998
to five last year. That is a dramatic
change,” he said. "It will be hard 10
duplicate such dramatic numbers
this year, but I think with the con-
g@inuing applicator training, these
numbers will continue to get bet-
ter.”

All manure applicator certifica-
tion sessions are through for the
year, so anyone who needs the certi-
fication must go to the county ex-
tension office and watch the video.

Apache Portable Creep Feeder
& Self Feeder

——

(hp_-.ll

Tl e (A

100% all steel - heavy angle iron frame - 12 gauge feed trough
and floor - 2,000 Ib. screw jack - agitator - high speed bearings

- 4 leveling jacks - rain gutter -

high grade non-leaded paint -

weather tight, all wire-welded construction.
Totally portable - fold-up creep panels - fill door opens with pan-
els folded up - minimal inside slope (chopped hay will feed

down).

Use to creep feed calves, pasture-feed yearlings, or as a self-
feeder for fat cattle (sheep attachments available).
The fine workmanship is covered by our excellent warranty,
Seven different models available.

Advantages to creep feeding:
*Extra gain of approximately 100 Ibs. per calf.
*Cows in better condition at end of year
Which means More $8's In Your Pocket!

Our thanks to our many
satisfied customers!

Let us continue to serve your needs.

B & B Equipment

RAt. 5, Box 269 + Albia, la.
Dean and Julie Bettis, 932-2031

We’re an Ag Bank

v Operating livestock & equipment loans available

PEOPLES |

STATE BANK

Albia » 932-7887
Member FDIC

Come graw with us

v'Low real estate interest rates

B it i e e T i T TR
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China dead
would increase
beef experts

WASHINGTON, DC. -- US.
cattle producers are pnmed to sig-
nificantly increase beef export mar-
kets if Congress votes to make ef-
fective the trade deal recently nego-
tiated with China, the National Cat-
tlemen's Beef Association (NCBA)
sind today.

"It not ULS, producers, who will
sell their beel to the 1.2 billion
consumers in China?" said Wythe
Willey at & news conference here.

' Ag Hall of Fame
honors those who
served well

The Monroe County Farm Bureau founded the Ag Hall of Fame
in 1984 to honor members of the agricultural community who
devoted their lives to their farms, families and communities

Since the first four were named 1n 1984, John Spencer, Claude
Rogers, M, Leo Beary and Tom Dougherty, a total of 25 individuals
and six couples have been inducted,

In addition, the Farm Bureau began presenting an Agri-Business
Award in 1995 as well as an Outstanding Young Farmer Award

Monroe County Ag Hall of Fame

Willey is NCBA vice ﬂr““*d":’" and 1984 -- John Spencer, Tom Dougherty, M. Leo Beary,
a cattle producer from Cedar Rapids, Claude Rogers i
lowa, 1985 - Albert Etcher, Walter Gardner
China s negotiating trade deals 1986 -- Tobe Reed. Francis Hamilton
with many other countries that pro- 1987 -- Allen Wilkin, Herb Bettis
. duce beef. We can't allow Amencan 1988 -- George Kasper, Carl Van Zante
' beef producers to be shut out of the 1989 -- Lennart Larson, Lawrence Amoss
Chinese markel and be left behind," 1990 -- Stanley Bay. Wilbert Hoover
! Willey said. For the trade deal 1o 1991 -- Duane Wilson, Lioyd Ammons
take cffect, Congress must help 1992 — Ralph Goode, Estil Gay
, take down market barriers by ap- 1993 -~ Stee Kurimski, Lloyd Clark
. proving permanent trade relations 1994 — DeVayne and Wanda Johnson; Robert and Beuy

| (PNTR) with China McGinns; Ollie Kaldenberg (posthumous )

.l "A vote against PNTR 1s a vote 1995 - John and Lois Knowles: James N. and Charlene Wilson
| *._'3"'"5?[ cattle producers,” Willey 1996 — Kenneth and Bernice Bettis; Earl  and Blanche Rowley;
said. "Increased exports are vital to Earl Albertson and Melvin VandePol (posthumous)
the long-term viability of the cattle 1997 — Frank and Dortha Chelar; Dick and Theresa Brown

business.” 1998 - Art and Laurine Townsend: Charles and Rosemary Scoi
| Under the trade agreement, beef 1999 -- Albert and Joyce Tangie; Everett and Ruth Ella Gardner
I- exports to China are expected 1o 2000 -- Paul and Betty Stocker; Vaughn and Patricia Faber
| grow [rom the current 23,400 mel- Agri-Business Awards
. ric tons 1o more than 70,000 metric 1995 -- Dr. Dean Stocker
' tons by 2005. The trade deal would 1996 — Bill and Norma Henderson

1997 -
1998 -
1999 __

| lower tanifs on beel from 45 per-
cent (o 12 percent over five years
Ihe agreement also would allow the

Donald and Barbara Betts
Gary and Conmie Belzer
Dr. Howard Lindaman

U.S. beel industry 1o deal directly 2000 -- Don and Angelina Baker.
’ with Chinese businesses instead of Outstanding Young Farmer
going through government middle- 1995 -- Scott Etcher
1_ men 1996 - Jim Beaumont
LLS! cattle producers also called 1997 -- Tim Kaldenberg
on the Chinese government to take 1998 - Stacy DeTar.
steps to lay the foundation for in- 1999 -- Brian Hindman,

creased LS. beel trade so that ac
non by the U.S. Congress will see
an immediate impact. China already
has recognized US. meal inspec-
uon as equal Lo its own so that any
USDA-approved plant is eligible 1o
scll beel to China. Chinese officials
now must pul the proper rules in
place 5o that U.S. beefl export cer
tficates can be accepted in their
country

2000 -- Kevin Dyson

New Alliance FS

Contact a crop specialist in you area.

RE 5, Abia Moravia

NOBA has-boen warkisi: for Phone 932-7243 Phone 724-3233
,years (o gain greater access [-!.:: for- or 932-3255 or 1-800-627-3233
scign markets. Ten years ago, the Jerry VanFolen Jon Boland

LS, beel industry gained access 1o
another Asian market, Japan. Since
that time, Japan has grown to be
come the top ULS. beefl export mar
ket, buying more than $1.7 billion
worth of U.S, beel in 1999

CHANGES

Crop Specialist Crop Specialist

CF_SJ THE NATURAL RESOURCE

PEOPLE * PRODUCTS * SERVICE * SOLUTIONS

cont.from PE- 1

wide average ol 64 percent. Sixty
percent of the land sold in south
central lowa in 1999 was purchased
by Investors

The good news 15 that four per-
ceni of land sold went (0 new farm
ers, a gher percentage than any
place in the state

The change has not made the
land less available 1o farmers inter-
ested in renting pasture and crop
ground, but it has changed the pop-
ulation of many parts of the county
as old farm houses and farmsteads
are taken down

Aging flarmers
Two other trends have not

Don’t Lose The Farm!

Your farm has been in your family \
for years — don’t let a major acci-

dent end your farming operation,

Even if you have a standard
farm Insurance policy,a large
lawsuit could force you to pay
thousands of doliars when your
liability insurance runs out.,

Our farm umbrelia policy is
an inexpensive way fo pro- |
tect yourself, It provides liability

changed since 1985. The average 2
coverage after other policies stop. .

age of farmers 15 nsing. And the
average size of farms 1s growing

In 1987 the average age of an
lowa farmer was 47.6 years of age
In 1997 the average age had nsen to
D

The average size of an lowa farm

See us today for more details!
jumped four acres from 1998 to

JOHNSON INSURANCE
g JISc .
1999 from 340 acres to 344 acres.

Albia Motor takes Pride

ghiohid
in Saluting Our Area Farmers!

GRINNELL [\ UTUAL

REINSURANC I e C 0 M
www.gmirc,.com

206 15t Ave. E,,
Oskaloosa « 673-8441
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State sets GMO recommendations

lowa Secretary of Agriculture
Patty Judge today announced rec-
ommendations for Iowa farmers as
they as they begin to make produc-
bon and marketing decisions for the
2000 planting season. The recom-
mendations are a result of the
(GMO) conference sponsored in
Ames, last month by the Towa De-
partment of Agriculture, the lowa
Corn Growers Association, and
lowa State University Extension
Recommendations from the confer-
ence are as follows;

I All major grain handlers are
dcceping GMO's. However, some
wet milling facilities are only ac-
“Epling vanetes that are approved
lor Europe. Check with your local
wel milling facility. At present this
does not include Roundup-Ready
cormn

Z. Farmers should talk with theit
local elevators regarding acceplance

EeRPErlodododleReRddeeioaa

Hours
7am.-10 p.m.
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Thanks to Monroe
County farmers, Jim
Van Klavern & Charlie
Sinnott, owners of
Albia Super Valu, can
offer you the finest

cuts of meat from |
Southern Iowa’s best |
producers.

and needs for segregation

3. Opportunities exist for non
GMO production that could result
in premiums of 10-15 cents a
bushel. Several river terminals
along the Mississippi are offering
these premiums as well as certain
country locations. It 15 advised
however, that producers should se-
cure their market before planting
and to secure their premium in writ-
ing.

4. There could be problems with
seed availability levels, af there is
an overwhelming demand for non-
GMO seed. However, if demand
stays al its current level, seed com-
panies have indicated that there will
be no problems of availability for
GMO or non-GMO seed. If at all
possible the double booking of seed
is discouraged. In any case, talk 1o
your seed dealer

5. Farmers should not sign any-

Albia Super Valu

The Little Store With The Big Deals has brought competition back to Albia

FCabia
f Super
I Value

L
We Offer:

Fresh meats, cut to order » Freshest produce in town
A complete grocery line « Video rentals ¢ Lottery

"
L4
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HAY RINGS

Extra Heavy,
Best Buys!

Most For Your Money!

137%|

jeddeReReRldddloir ool

thing that makes claims that they
can't totally venfy Producers
hould consult legal counsel before
signing any binding contracts re
garding GMO's .

“As we near the 2000 planting
season 1t is important that lowa
farmers have the information they
need to make production and mar
keting decisions, I am encouraging

all producers to talk with their local
seed dealers and elevators in this el
fort,” advised Secretary of Judge
She concluded, “I recommend that
producers weigh their marketing
opportumties carefully this planting
season, The lowa Department of
Agniculture and I stand ready to as
s1st lowa producers in their produc-
ion decision as the 2000 planting

season nears,”

Little Smokies

16 oz. pkg. Limit 1
Coupon good March 30-Aprilé, 2000

s B e s s i )

~
-4

121 N. Clinton
932-5801

e
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HORSE HAY FEEDER

Designed for total horse protection|

Heavy enough for bulls!

Med. Weight PRIEFERT 12’
54* CORRAL PANELS

Heavy Weight

CO

W LIFTER

- 5105

1220 lor concrete reinforce
ment,
Grade #40, Bandable

WITH CLIPS!

6' T Red Brand $1.99
6 1/2 T Red Brand 52.43

FEED BUNKS

Starting at

il

each

#1 Used
Railroad Ties

HEX HAY
FEEDER

*135"

FARM GATES

Heavy 2" Gate

1 3/4 Medium Gate

Jack, Mike and Roger invite you to stop in and see their selection of F-Series Pickups, the #1
selling truck for 23 years in a row. Pictured here is a 2000 Ford F-150 Super Cab Sport, 4
wheel drive.

ALBIA MOTOR COMPANY, INC.

Serving Southern lowa Since 1950
114 N. Clinton, Albia
Phone 932-5416

|| MercuRy]

wrisansip g 00

.80
...48.90
46.00
40,95

Seed Oats - Grass Seed

McCorkle Hardware

Columbia, lowa - Your Complete Farm Store
Open: Monday thru Saturday 7:30 to 5:30 - Phone 943-2315
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State fair
seeks to
Ilowan nominees

DES MOINES -- The scarch has
begun to find lmu-. finest who ra-
diate the true meaning of being an
lowan, Your help is needed to lo-
cate and nominate community lead-
ers, volunteers and extraordinary cit-
1zens to become lowans of the Day
during the first ten days of the 2000
lowa State Fair, August 10-22.

The lowa State Fair Blue Rib-
bon Foundation s encouraging
lowans to nominate friends, family
members, neighbors and co-workers
who have made a significant contri-
bution to therr communities. While
serving their community through
continued volunteerism, award win-
ners must have demonstrated their

]
true Towa spirit—-integrity, depend C l t' 80 ac. SE of Melrose - 68.4 CRP acres wiincome through 2003, $80,000
uhlhl}r, sense ol COMMmunty and a Oa ] lon O Se ec Op teac ers ;T: f-lL L‘u’{:;lrﬁibll Clean pasture, bam Jurg S£55.000
ohe W e AL e - 'dac. N of Moravia - exco3ITMITelAa2 500
ong ethic nominecs 63 ac. SE of Centerville - active spring ;Jaslure hunting cabin, $69,500

must currently reside i lowa

While explonng the Fairgrounds
in a complimentary golf cart and
being recognized on the Bill Riley
Stage, each of the stars will shine
over the Towa State Fair for a day
The winners will also receive $200

cash, VIP parking, gate admission Utah their curniculum,” Thompson sad 7925, or visiting the program web- $14.900

= siag \ > ) " ) ' "W - : ul'C - : . : ; .

Grandstand vekets, hotel accommo- hdlhl} n I hf‘ill![’l.‘d]l‘h IAAC hile ”“‘-" ire there, we I”n“" S1lE alt = East Madison, Centerville - Fertilizer storage mixing bldg. & office
d;“l”n\ at lt“: i}l"‘\ P‘]‘-"Infh }'ﬁLIITI-.!lI, Lh.”:1 l“‘nl-:.unLnL.i] Il]l_lﬂ}' lhq.“ Ihﬂ IhLm 1o eénter our contest ]hl‘ h”l_\ I W OW W -JgCIﬂ}hr{H}Hl ”rgj} .“. SHSID{}Q = =

and a one-year subscription to
lowan Magazine

"This award was created to thank
exceptional lowans for making our
state such a great place to live,
said John Putney, executive director
of the lowa State Fair Blue Ribbon
Foundation. “"We hope that their ac-
comphishments influence others to
get involved in their own commu-
nities.”

The lowan of the Day program,
created in 1997, 1s sponsored by the
lowa State Fair Blue Ribbon Foun

dation and Cookies Food Products
The Blue Ribbon Foundation is a
non-profit 501(c)3 organization.
Since its inception in 1993, the
Foundation had generated more than
$47 million for renovations and
improvements (o the lowa State
Fairgrounds.

Iowan of the Day nomination
forms are available at your local li-
brary or by calling the Blue Ribbon
Foundation at 1-800-450-3732, The
deadline for nominations is July 1,

2000

B&B Equipment
sells cattle

- -

feeding equipment

B&B Equipment is a home-
owned business that sells cattle-
feeding equipment, mainly creep
feeders to boost weight gain in
calves, and hay wagons to feed
silage, ground hay and bales of hay
with less waste

Dean and Julic Betuis operate the
business at their home two miles
north of Albia on Highway 137

The Apache brand feeders have
also been modified for deer, elk,
llamas and longhorn cattle. B&B
also handles dumpsters and roll-off
containers which are sold to garbage
collectors, businesses and schools

In 1989, Dean saw the Apache
feeder displayed at the lowa State
Fair and had to order a semi-load of
feeders from Nebraska to become a
dealer. Over the next nine years, he
sold over 31 million in wholesale
equipment

Julie recently 1traveled 1o
Nashville, Tenn. to receive a Cen-
tury Club Award while Dean set up
feeders at the lowa Beef Expo

The feeders are displayed along
Highway 5. A new product, a
portable steel building made in
Greenfield, Iowa, used for cattle
shelters, garages, horse barns, elc.,
has been added to the B&B Equip-
ment line

e
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Hawkeye
Farm Management
- and Real Estate

612 ac. edge of Marysville - Good crop, CRP, timber, bins, hunt, $420,000
g:gsagnglw of Unionville, MO - crop, pasture, 2 bams, old housa,

225 ac. N ol Melrose - Exc. crop, b 4
$229,000 or RSP good investment,

220 ac. SW of Seymour - CRP. timber, deerflurk
$143 000 urkey, split off 60 ac.,

236 ac. NE of Unionville - Tmmt:-en*l- fences, site to build
$1,000/ac. ' ' 1!

239 ac. SE of Centerville - 3 bdr, home, crop, pastur
$148,339 P, pasture, deer & turkey,

175 ac, E ol Moravia - CRP, {j PEHDING water line to site to build,
$135.625 5 S

160 ac. NE of Promise
$92.000 City - Pasture, some timber, creek, good lencas,

IOWA AR

MULTIPLE

THE NEW ADDITION to Coltrain Implement

DES MOINES The
Agnculture Awareness Coalition 1s
sending one lucky lowa teacher 1o a
national educators conference Na-
tional Ag in the Classroom Confer-
in Salt Lake City,

lowa

ence June 14-17

coahiton will be offering 1ts second
annual “full-ride” scholarship for
the conference. The winner will be
an lowa teacher selected from those
entering the contest at the IAAC's
web at
http:/fwww.agaware iastate.edu. En-

51te

Roemerman
Feed & Grain

Roemerman Feed and Grain of
Blakesburg bought out Goode Seed
and Feed in 1992

The company maintains elevator
facilities in Albia and Blakesburg
In addition to grain storage, the
company sells a full line of hve-
stock feed and farm supplies

Carl Kendall 1s the Albia man-
ager

try deadline 1s Fnday, Apnl 28
“We're hoping that Towa teachers
of all subject areas and grade levels
will visit our web site 10 see high
quality strategies for infusing in-

formation aboul agriculture nto

IAAC will cover expenses for
travel, lodging, food and registra-
tion--a package valued at up 1o
$1.600. Last year's winner was
Travis Benner, a 4th and 5th grade
science teacher at Blue Grass Ele-
mentary in Scott County

The National Ag in the Class-
room conference offers four days of
speakers, workshops, exhibits, and
make-and-take sessions on food,
fiber and the environment. Confer-
ence participants take home a
wealth of knowledge, hands-on-ac-
tivities and resources lo pass on (o
youth in their communities

Ag In the Classroom 1S a na-
tional program funded by private

o’ BB

KAMERICK DOZING, INC.

Melrose, lowa
Ed, Dave and Jusfin Kamerick,
Owners/Operators
All types of conservation work
Terracing, ponds, basins, fimber, cat
disking, excavating and landscaping.

Excellent work at moderate rate!

515-726-3246

HERE'S
TO A
“SPRING” S

Suitable for £

:E‘%

"r % Iﬂ

a) %]

v 4'-!—|

“Planting and Pauing’*

We Haul Rock for DRIVEWAYS - BARNYARDS -
ETC. - SMALL DOZER and TRACK HOE WORK

PEED CONSTRUCTION C0O.. INC.

17th Ave W

- Albia

DI DPEL NI A

*Trucking

P.O. Box 24

5, Albia

Other services includes:
*Daily grain buying
«Custom Feed Grind & Mix
eLivestock &
Fencing Supplies
*Seed Sales

Quality Ag Service

Offering professional custom application of fertilizer,
limestone and chemicals with state-of-the-art equip-
ment.

* 932-5120 or 1-888-495-8200

160 ac. SE of Corydon - Crop land with hunting, $96,000
155 ac. SW ol Seymour - CRP, 7 aliﬁ}ﬁﬁa build, $110,000

158 ac. N of Lineville - Hunt, garage, bam, com crib, 90,9 WRP, MAKE
OFFER

138 ac, N of Albia - combination, hunting, bordered by DNR land,
$110,400

96 ac. Lucas County - 6 bdr, home, oulbuildings, crop, pasture, $155,000
B0 ac. N of Plano - Excellent cr P $97.000

52 ac. N of Lake Rathbun - CRP, site 1o build, $52 000
13.5 ac. W ol Moravia - View of L 2,300 per ac
29.5 ac. near Lk Rathbun - 34 crop ac., pond, exc. fences, hwy, $46,800

17 ac, SE of Melrose - Home w/ h"lWr garage, timber/wildiife,

$56,000

1 ac. N of lconium - 22'24" garage, site 1o build, near lake, MAKE OFFER
1 a. S of Albia - place o build, close to creek and deear crossing, £6.500
7 lots @ Lake Rathbun - Pond, electric, rural water & phone available,

and public funds, active n all 50
states 1o bnng agniculture 1o Amer-
ica’s students. Information on the
program is available by contacting
Dorothy Jackson, AITC N ational
Program leader, phone (202) 720-

link to the national and other state
AITC web sites 1s also available
from the ITAAC's web site,

The IAAC web site offers a host
of creative curmncular ideas, a nch ar-
ray of hinks to JAAC member web
sites, as well as quality agriculture
and environmental education sites
around the world. Ideas can be in-
tegrated into subjects such as math
social studies, science, nutnition,
and history. Many of the activitics
are focused on grades K through 6

[he IAAC 15 a nonprofit organi-
zation comprised of lowa commod-
ity groups, educational agencies,
and other groups interested in agri-
cultural education.

903 W Lee St., Seymour - 3 bdr. ho [[EiEIenattached, shed, dog ken-
nel, $24,900

120 South A St,, Albia - 4, 660 sq ft. commercial office bldg, $100,000/offer
N William 5t., Moravia - Commercial bldg., auto body shop, 9.800 sq fi.,
$58,000

LIST WITH THE AG SPECIALIST!
We sold 54 ag/residential properties in 1999.
Buyers are active.

We need ag/residential listings now!
Alan E. Ammons 515-932-7796 Bus
Kenny Martin 515-724-3400 Res
Elvona Hopkins 515-452-6689 Res
Carolyn Luse 515-724-3722 Res

Lock in your investment with
Dura-Shield™ Metal Roofing & Siding

Consider the
Benefits From
using Dura-Shield™

*Full Hard High Tensil Strength
*Galvalume Coating
*4-Step
*Custom Cutting
*Twenty-Five Year Warranty
*Color Coordinated

Iim & Accessories

Falvey Lumber

123 S. Clinton, Albia « 932-2150
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| Ottumwa Motor Sports

LI@JEFEI[E]]

Has the right all-terrain vehicle for you!
Ask Dave or Eric to show you
the different models to choose from..

R R R PR PR

Whether Honda® or
Kawasaki®, Ottumwa
Motor Sports can get
you set up with the
right ATV to make spring
~ chores and calving
easier for you!

RRREFERERR R R R R ER R R R R ERR R

Ottumwa Motor Sports
also has many other
recreational vehicles

to choose from ...
Come in and see
our great selection!

PR R e e R R
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SN—

HOURS:
Monday thru Friday, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.;
Saturday, 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.

684-8700 or 1-800-684-5727 » 433 W. Main St., Ottumwa

< HONDA
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ment dealerships went out of busi-
ness in the 1980's, Albia retained
three of its four dealerships. Those
three remain a strong and vital parr G .B.
of the agricultural and business
community

started in 1956 by Bill and Norma
Henderson, offering sales and ser-
vice of John Deere farm equipment,
John Deere lawn and garden prod-

FARM PROGRESS 2000

Three strong players in farm
equipment business in Albia

While hundreds of farm e quip- ucts and Goodyear Tires.

which employs eight people
Equipment Co. was
established as Blezer Ford in 1969
by Gary and Connie Blezer and
changed to G.B. Equipment in
1977. The company moved 1o is
present location on Highway 34 E.
in 1987

The Belzer's son, Paul. joined
the company following his gradua-
ton trom Iowa State University

G.B. sells and services ['nu-i and

Henderson Implement was

The Henderson's son. Roy, is
now part-owner in the business

Farm Jobs

B In lowa, 22 .9 percent of those employed work on
farms and in farm-related jobs, broken down as follows

10% -

8%

Ag Inputs

Ag Processing
Marketing
Ag Wholesale
/Retail

Ag Production

or/ We at Gardner Crop Insurance ™

DS e AR

Q

salute all the area farmers
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Thank you
| _ to all my
J\L) |s\ee || customers
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Tim Gardner, 1326 350th Ave. Albia, la.
N 932-3087 or 515-777-1205
[

¢18” Burly
e Insul Pac
e16” Plain Toe

Family Sho &
Sporting Goods

0 am. - S p.m. Monday - Friday
9 am. - 12 p.m. Saturday

together to
build a
better

Beef Industry

lowa Cattlemen’s Association
Monroe County Cattlemen
and Cattlewomen

“Beef, it's what
you want”
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lowa Ag Exports, 1998
. by product

Average age of
an lowa farmer:
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New Holland equipment.

Richard Coltrain started his fam
equipment business with his father
in 1964 selling Ford and New Hol-

- Feed Grains

& Products

&

5 years old I
\

land equipment. He built the first
part of his current facility in 1971
on Highway S §

The company has added two addi
tions to the business since that
time. Coltrain now sells and ser-
vices AGCO-Allis and Massey (s
tors. and New Holland forage
equipment along with other brands

[ | Meat
— & Animals

Soybeans
& Products

JUUACE .S Dapartment of Agrictliure

owi Facts. 1908 ‘
KA |:-;,r,-||.J||I o 1 —J l

of farm equipment =t

SOURCE U 5 Dapartmant ol Agnoulture, lowa Facts
INA Graphics

Blakesburg Oil Co.
& Best Oil Co.
of Albia

Sinclair
Oil Jobber

Mobil Oil Mo bil

products distributor roducts

All your on-farm needs

Albia 932-5057
Blakesburg Office 515-938-2211
Station 515-938-2315

- Preserve Our Soil -
Ui
Ay

SCIESZINSKI CONSTRUCTIO

Ed M. and Mike Scieszinski
932-2432

See us for:
*Ponds *Terraces «Clearing
*Building Sites » Brush Disking /

Farmers Cooperative Association

of Chariton and Melrose
We carry a full line of
agriculture products:
*Anhydrous Ammonia
*Land O’Lakes Seed & Feed
Liquid and Dry Fertilizer
*Chemicals

} Here's to
i the

We do custom application
farmers

and fall tillage, also!

Farmers Cooperative
Association

Melrose » Chariton * Humeston
Phone 726-3210

We have what you

need for Spring!

*Garden Seed
*Lawn Fertilizer
*Mowers *Garden Tools
"(arden Chemicals

Castings' #
nanoware i« HHANK

and Gift Shop

South Side of Albia Square
Phone 932-5380

Roemerman Feed & Grain
- New Dog Food Prices -

Hi Pro, 50 Ibs.
New Price, $1 0.25

10 or more, °9.75

Happy Hound, 50 Ibs.

*9.25
10 or more, s8.75

50¢ discount for each bag over 10.

Reg. $14.75

Y -k
430 ACRES LOCATED IN BLUFF
CREEK TUWNSHIP with 130+~ acres n
r'.-.fl cops and AE - cres in the CRP
#l ol hog buddings and cattle laeding
belup. Excellent row crop lease for 2000

300 ACRES SOUTH OF MELROSE witr
avar 360 g il W Crog P

2 J60 &t I Ly

*Bird Seed *Seed Corn «Lawn Mix
*Fencing Materials sLawn Fertilizer
eLawn & Garden Lime *Crystalyx

Crystalyx is the
only feed in 250
Ib. barrells.

16 ACRES ML ON HWY. 5 Posilde
.'-'|-|'1Ir'_] s, Closa o wown  MNal

e —

HUNTER'S PARADISE, RURAL LOVILIA. TO pores west of Levila Comes with ol
wilhout gun club rghts. Mosthy  tdmbad

Fast, Friendly Service

Albia
932-5138

Advantage Real Estate [R

Phone 932.7129 u@
25 S. Clinton - Albia, Towa a

Centerville
856-5305

Nancy Casady, Owner . . . 932-2099 Blakesbur

Greg Morehead, Broker . 932-5141 -H. 938 25"9 .—..
Tom Adler . . 932-5595 B - i
Dean Lathrop 932-2654 HUBBAR 1-800-747-8811 HUBBARD
Homer Renwick, GRI. 932-7722
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FARM PROGRESS 2000

ISU Extension Calendar for 2000 Quallty

.»\pr;l 2000

Apnl 4

Apnil 4
Apnl 5.
April 10

4-H Indoor Dog meeung
Trinity United Methodist Church

A4-H Committee meeting, Extension Office

NEST meeting - Helping Hand

. PQA III certification training (for all non

certified swine project members)

Apnl 11 ., Master Navigator Class - Extension Office
April 12... .. Fishing Club Day Trip - Red Rock Lake
April 12 ... o ...Career Trek for 9th and 10th graders in Ames
April 12...... .. NEST meeting - Helping Hand
Apnl 13 ... Clover Club - Grant School
Apnl 13 ... e M aster Navigator Class - Extension Office
April 14 .............. . Application due for Monroe County 4-H scholarship
AR L s Ladies Night Out - Trinity United Methodist Church
April 18............ Master Navigator Class - Extension Office
Annlilsa T . NEST meeting - Helping Hand
April 20.... . Master legalnr Class - Extension Office
April 22 .State Fair weigh in for Derby pigs
Oskaloosa and Chariton
April 24 .. ..Growing Hu|'u: Dinner - Trimty United Methodist Church
Apnl25..... ..Outdoor Dog project meeting
Apnl 25.._.. M.mi.r N-u.lg ator Class - Extension Offfice
Apnl 26 .... . NEST meeting - Helping Hand
April 27 ... ‘Master Nmngumr Class - Extension Office
Apnl 27 .. ...Extension council meeting
May 2000
May 1....... Financial Aid applications due for summer camps
May2......... Youth and 4-H commitiee meeling
L T T PP I A T (SRR A cr e Outdoor dog workshop
May 2.... _ M.m::l Navigator Class - Extension Office
MY 3 e : .. NEST meeting - Helping Hand
May4.......... Master Navigator class - Extension Office
May5........... .Sheep and breeding beef weigh in from
6-8 p.m. at the fairgrounds
i N SR SR | . .. Qutdoor dog workshop
By A0, o . NEST meeting - Helping Hand
May 11... cvevir. Clover Club - Grant School
May 13 Pnlju.t Fair at Trinity United Methodist Church
May 14 .. Fishing Club - fishing 1-3 p.m.
May 15 ... l m.*-.lml\ {ammal] ID sheets due at Extension Office
(No late ones will be accepted)
e e o T T G LR A et FL T L Peer LT s sy Leaders training
ARV 167 vretil s r AR .. Outdoor dog workshop
IVERYE TSN 0% o akevs (ainshnsyd i niaas RS ANR I NE&:T meeting - Helping Hand
May 23 AT Pt e e Outdoor dog workshop
DR LR o o et e SRS e _NEST meeling - Helping Hand
May 25 ..Extension Council meeting -
Extension Office
May 29. ...Office closed for Memonal Day
L SN YTy T P P F Y LT ST T T T .. Outdoor dog workshop
VAN e e e A L3 NEST meeling - Helping Hand
June 2000
L . Wood refinishing workshop at John Botts
June 6 ...Horse committee sponsored clinic
[ e : .. Outdoor dog workshop
Jone 6. e .. 4-H committee mccung Extension office
June 7.... .. NEST meeting - Helping Hand
) O e o P Sy P iy T Outdoor dog workshop
June 14 NEST meeting - Helping Hand
: Iuﬁé'ii} PPy o ORI - - Horse committee sponsored clinic
Tyl b N N Outdoor dog workshop
VT4 Ry o i T .. NEST meeting - Helping Hand
TN T eveenitvernsanasasiasianans s KRChaRnaineiastrsfiyeerss Outdoor dog workshop
o R R R S A S S e NEST meeting - Helping Hand
T 2 L L T e Extension council meeting - Extension
July
o I e R L Deadline to register livestock for the lowa State Fair
71 LR e T e - e T Deadline to register for clothing event and
communications project
July 11. . Dog obedience practice and graduation
July 18.. Clmhmg events at Tnmi} United Methodist Church, 1-6 p.m.
July 028 i ecitsg Monroe County 4-H and FFA Fair

August

August 10-20.........

. lowa State Fair

Seedlings available

DES MOINES - State Forest
Nursery supplics of trees and shrubs
are in good supply heading into the
spring planting season

“There is a great opportunity
this spring to plant trees and shrubs
for wildlife habitat, water quality
and soil erosion protection on your
property or acreage,” said Mike
Brandrup, DNR state forester. "The
DNR's State Forest Nursery in
Ames still has a good supply of se-
lected tree and shrub seedlings that
are adapted to lowa conditions and
are available tor conservation plant-
ings."

Good supplies remain of Norway
spruce, white spruce and scotch
pine, great for Christmas tree or
wildlife habitat plantngs, for $20
per hundred seedlings. Seedlings are
six to 18 inches in height. The
state nursery also has a good inven-
tory of hybrid poplar, silver maple,
white ash and willow for reforesta-
tion and stream bank stabilization
projects. Deciduous shrub seedlings
of gray and redosier dogwood are
available for wildlife habitat. De-
ciduous tree and shrub seedhings sell
for $35-40 per hundred seedlings

"Seedlings purchased from the
State Nursery must be purchased in
lots of 100 seedlings with a mini-
mum of a 500 tree seedling order
for purposes of wildlife habitat, re-
farestation, Christmas trees, soil
crosion control and water quality
buffers,” said Brandrup. "For folks
with small arcas to plant, consider
trying the “songbird” or "wildlife”
packets of trees and shrubs.”

The "Songbird" packet 15 perfect
for portions of land where birds and
small mammals need cover and 1t
contains three willows, six
ninebark, six gray dogwood and five
white spruce and sells for $20. The
"Wildlife" packet sells for $65 and
1s perfect for that half-acre thal
landowners may wish to plant with
50 scotch pine, 50 white spruce, 50

gray dogwood and SO ninebark."
Tree and shrub orders can be
made Monday through Friday, 7
am. to 4 pm. by calling the State
Forest Nursery at 1-800-865-2477

ALBIA UNION-REPUBLICAN

Ag Service expands Baker business

Quality Ag Service actually be.-
gan in 1996 but 15 now a year old
al its present location after Joe Sip-
clair and Todd Ryan purchased
Baker Feed and Grain in 1999

“We have one goal in mind"
sand Sinclair, “To help our custmers
maximize their income, Our cus-
tomers’ profitabilty dnives our deg-
s10n making process e

Quality Ag vses lield sprayers 1o
inject chemicals into the spray wa-
ter “on-the-go™ to vary the rate ac-
cording to weed pressure. Their cus-
tom combine 15 linked to the
Global Positioning Satellite Sys-

tem to help wWentify yield problems -, b Ml
The company also features the = ASM U gl S e il e
company also features the Lol 2 Sl S PRy o /= o SRS e

only roller feed mill which prevenls
shattering the corn kernel. Rolled
corn 1s more uniform, has less dust
and provides more nutrition for
hvestock, said Sinclair

The elevator is open seven days

a week during harvest season stock,

Quality Ag expansion is
now under construction.

“AL Quality Ag we can provide
every item that our customers need
to raise profitable crops and live
said Sinclair.

Change in land value

|
Tear ValueA index Annual Change
— _— 'M =100 5 =
1995 51,781 1 $-20 1.1%
1998 1,801 453 =36 1.9
1997 1,837 46 155 8.2
1906 | .6&2 425 7 156
1995 1,454 168 99 7.3
1994 1,356 143 &1 6.4
1991 1,275 322 25 i
1992 1,249 V15 30 25
1991 1.219 107 5 0
1990 1,214 306 13 7
1989 1,135 287 &S §
1988 1,054 203 179 20
1987 BTS 110 3. ] 11
1986 787 198 -161 17
1985 QdR pE] A0 A0
1984 1,357 142 334 -20
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revent Grass Tetany
ith Kent Hi Mag 12%
Lick Tubs

ONLY :47.50
with this ad

Limit 4 per ad
PO, Box 245, Albia + 932-5120 or 1-888-495-8200

P
W

| will be conducting auctions on this site.

ment auction.

Shepard-Auction Service

Farm - Household - Real Estate - Auctions
We have rented ground north of Albia on Highway 5 and

If you have been thinking of having an auction give us a call. We
can hold it at your place or at our lot, or combine with a consign-

Our first consignment auction will be:

Sunday, April 30 at 1 p.m.

Featuring: Hay equipment, tractors, lawn mowers, brush cut-
ters and elc. Consign early sa we can advertise for you.

Call 932-5981

Southern lowa’s
Truck Center

{ B cocxmmer

Promise City, Ila.
515-874-5402

Centerville, la.
515-856-2175

We have available:
T-Posts
Fencing
Carhartt & Key Clothing

LaCrosse Boots

Unionville, Mo.
660-947-2483

Full Lumber & Building Supply Store

Duea Motor Salutes
Monroe County Farmers

CHEVY TRUCKS
Vo Y

MOTOR CO.
117 S. Main St., Albia

Phone 932-5172

=

The best warranty

when

do you need farm and ranch insurance from Farm Bureau?

when your stock rises before dawn,

You work hard to make your operation a success. And, with so mych at stake. you
can’t afford to cut comers with your insurance coverage. Find oui how the disinclive

features of our farm and ranch insurance can help you protect your livelthood

Just say when ...

r-
o 3
FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES

Insurance + Invesimenis

www./bfs.com

whenever you're ready,™

119 E. Washington, Albia
515-932-7873

Secunnes producs snd rervics offersd trough: EgurTrasd Markenng Services, LLC, 3400 Lin i Dy IE!M!‘.LW' |-BE-Z47.4) T
In |J||_;\1-‘ Farm Boerren Mutual [rssrame Co mipany, Wesl D Mosimes, LA * I UT, Livah Farm Burcan lnsurance O '.;-..: . Sandil uT* # Im SO Souuth [}-Il HE
Farm Buscaa \1||: _|:I[|;,:;;|,rl oepany, Hunan, 510 « In A7 Westers Agneubnirl byeerssce € ompany, Paemin. AL « fs s *ﬂ:ﬂ,iuﬂ-"--—f-iu Mutual

lrnasrenor Commpany. L Craces. WM

Dorothy Spurgin, Career Agent

O FBL 1299 262

in the industry

New Holland makes it night and they're willing to back it
up in writing. Only New Holland box spreaders come with
Bonded Protection

m [f the steel sides rust, you'll get new ones — FREE
m |f the heavy plastic floor boards warp, shrink or wear out,

you'll get new ones — FREE .
\%

® This guarantee is good for 12 years... even to
NEWHOUAN

second owners.

Take a close look at one today

Coltrain Implement

Hwy. 5 South, Albia, lowa
| Phone 932-2745

e
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Teachers honored
by Judge, Vilsack
during Ag week

B lowa's total ag exports peaked at
$4.5 billion in 1996, then began a
decline due to an economic
downturn in the Far East. In 1998,
lowa's ag exports were $3.5 billion.

S

lowa Ag Exports
in billions of dollars

$3.?

-

‘90 '91

‘92 '93 '94 '95 '96 '97 '98

Number of Farms and Average Farm Size

o ..'."' . iy T o I 1L e T %00
120 o Yz _?_s '-"”.aa;t.bm;: o5 -._-!F?',;MB‘ ?L 100
1 CE B rPMEAE e

cd 5B BB

70 ‘B0 w0 3 T4 05 ™ w7 08 e

R ¢ of Farma (000) === Average Size (Acres)

ACRES HARVESTED PRINCIPAL CROPS OF U.S

fowa Percenlof US
1995 24,727,000 19%
i998 +4 558,000 1.9%
1997 24,467,000 7%
| at, 27,982,000 17%
19595 23,072,000 17%
o5 13 BE7 000 T8%
193 22 001,00 TAS
1992 23,716,000 1.7%
19491 23 356,000 T1.7%
159490 23,276 000 T5%
1945 25,040 000 1.6%
1980 25,617,000 T5%
1975 24,334 000 T5%
1970 20, 687,000 1.3%
1965 20 4599 D00 1.0r%
» [ L ]
Thinking of Building?
e
F ] I . A\

m Yy o

America’'s #1 uula.r
-

Home Builder
;1'*’
Amencaly

Howell Insurance & Realty Inc.

Call to see our model home
S. 18 & E. Cottage » Centerville, lowa 52544
OFFICE: (515)437-4700 = 1-800-747-6067
http:/iwww.coldwellbanker.com
Bette Howell, Dealer 856-3307; Jim Sherrard 856-5649
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E-! Albia “ Across from

STOP & SHOP Hy-Vee
Phone 932-2000 Open 24 Hours
A Day

TEXACO

Albia Stop & Shop
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Salutes and says Thanks to our area
farmers and agri-business related patrons!

Albia Stop & Shop
Open 24 Hours a Day
Hwy. 34 West across from Hy-Vee

=Gas *Diesel *Beer *Pop
«Groceries *Milk * Bread
*Fish Bait at Albia - 24 Hours

2R

FREE POPCORN WITH PURCHASE
Albia
515-932-2000
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Production, use of renewable
fuels must become priority

By AARON PUTZE
lowa Farm Bureay

With motorists paying more than $1.50 a gallon for gasoline and
prices not expected to ease until fall, one would think the time was
nght for increasing the nation's production and consumption of re-
newable fuels. Yet, even during these times of high energy prices
and low supplies, ethanol and biodiesel struggle to claim market
shares from the large and powerful petr leum industry

Simply put, utilizing domestic €nergy sources has been more of a
goal than a priority. In the meantime, America's dependence on for-
eign energy has grown

Today, the United States imports nearly 50 percent of its energy,
more than any nme in history. That number is expected 1o grow to
60 percent by 2010 Last year, the Organization of the Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC) decided to cut oil production by 2.1
million barrels a day. Today, we're reminded of just how precarious
our nation”s fuel supply remains, And while they've agreed 1o in-
crease production in the coming Weeks, we shouldn't wait for the
next energy price crisis to get senous about utilizing domestc fuel
sources

After all, using ethanol and biodiesel fuels made from corn, soy-
beans and other grains makes cconomic and environmental sense
Motorists displace one barrel of imported oil for every 23.8 gallons
of ethanol used. This ethanol use 1s responsible for more than
55.000 Amenican jobs. And from 1996 1o 2002, ethanol use will
add $51 billion to the U.S. economy.

Just ns ethanol production is good for comn growers, biodiesel is
good for soybean producers. A study conducted by the Food and
Agricultural Research Institute predicted a sustained market for 70
million gallons of biodiesel annually could return up to $225 mil-
lion 1o soybean farmers in the form ol higher prices for soybeans

Using renewable energy sources also has environmental benefits
For example, ethanol reduces hamitul carbon monoxide emissions
by 30 percent. And according to the lowa Corn Promotion Board,
ethanol 1s an efficient use of energy resources, resulting in a 25 per-
cenl nel gain In encrgy

While the United States may never be |00 percent energy inde-
pendent, it 1s reasonable to increase the use of fuels that are made
from domestic sources. The economic and environmental benefits
will be well worth the effont

Hawkeye Farm Management

Alan Ammons has managed
Hawkeve Farm Management and
Real Estate in Albia since 1989,
providing farmland and rural resi-
dence sales, agncultural consulung,
farm munagement and residential
real estate sales

Two full-time brokers, two full-

tume sales people and an office
manager arc on staff at Hawkeye
*We're doing more commercial
real estate than before,” said Am-
mons. “We also plan to become
more active in Albia residential

siles,"”

Expand Your Territory St 2
Sportsman 500 2 e et
sPowearful Polaris 500 4 stroke, liquid-cooled engine e BN
*Exclusive, indepandent long-travel (8.5 in.) rear susponsion with stabilizing anti-
roll bar
*Tight-turning MacPharsen strut long-travel (6.77) front suspension
sinfelligant On-Demand true 4 whaal dive with onfofl thumb switch g
sAutomatic transmission with Engine Bragng System
sindusiry-leading 11" of ground clearance
R/ Peformance 1113 E. Main SL, Ottumwa, la. 52501
& Polaris {515) 684-8400

Prdss ATV may rod Se rdider by anyors under 18 ard 8l ncery sl take & wilely coune For ey i raneng inkcrmaton.
nid your Sealer or Call Folva ot |80 -3 lr"r"lhlh'wmht‘;ﬂ!'l P pour Ealely ahearyy wea & Falmel Fpe DT
lcion, proleciiee COTUng and reved camy paasngert. ©1FFE Polm Saied e

We Salute the farmers of the
Monroe County area for their
hard work and dedication

Vitko Sinclair

113 Benton Ave. St.. Albia ¢ Phone 932-3257

NEW John Deere Rotary MoCo's

GUT GLEANLY
WITHOUT PLUGGING

Fly through tough, weedy fields - with less streaking, and
virtually no plugging - thanks to the new John Deere-built
rotary cutterbar, High-streng™, gray-iron modules are
sealed and bolted together, SUToUnded by protective steel
plating, and lubed with up to five times as much oil as
some competitors use. Nobody Does Hay Better
new MoCo at our store, today!

HENDERSON
IMPLEMENT

Jet. of Hwy. 5 North & Hwy. 137, Albia

- 932-7142 __
/A

S A

JOHN DEERE

NOBODY DOES HAY BETTER

DES MOINES, IA--Governor
Tom Vilsack and Secretary of Ag
Paity Judge recogmzed two lowa
teachers for their outstanding efforts
at infusing agnculture into their
classrooms at an lowa Ag Day re-
ception held March 20 in honor ol
National Ag Week

The awards, sponsored by the
lowa Agriculture Awareness Coali-
tiorn, were presented to Peggy Hen-
son, Kindergarten teacher, Lamoni
Elementary, Lamoni, and Jan Price,
Kindergarten teacher at Garheld El-
ementary, Clarinda. The selected
teachers will each receive $200
from the IAAC to acquire materials
and activities that increase their stu-
dents’ understanding of agriculture

Henson incorporates information
about agriculture into all areas of
her curriculum and teaches students
how agniculture and life go hand in
hand. Her students explore different
kinds of farms, crops, seeds,

equipment, transportation, animals
and safety

Price involves community
members and parents as she shares
producer to consumer concepts with
her 21 students, Thematic ag edu-
cation units spark her students in-
terest and participation, Field trips
and commodity educational mateni-
als are included in her cumculum.

The Ag Day reception was spon-
sored by the lowa Chapter, National
Ag Marketing Association. This is
the seventh year the IAAC has rec-
ognized teachers who integrate agri-
cultural concepts into their curmicu-
lum,

The TAAC 15 an alliance of pub-
lic and private organizations and in-
dividuals working to increase agn-
cultural literacy among lowa's
school children grades K-12. For
more information, contacl the
IAAC at (515) 225-2323.

Adams Auto Body

.

Hwy. 137 N. Albia
Phone 932-2515

NA JOB WE

from your local

Larry Dustin, Manager

8 ST by .""I'."_.i-i"':::] il

{ et vlen S

overhead lines.

SAFETY IS AS
SAFETY DOES!
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M ake electrical safety a top prionity for you and your
family. It's easy to do and costs very litdle or nothing
at all, To get started, here are some tips

B All outdoor outlets on the home must be wired
to a ground fault interupter (GFI) outlet.

B Before you dig into the ground, you must call

“ONE CALL” (1-800-292-8989).

B Teach the kids never to climb utility poles,
fences around substations, or trees near

B Never nail or staple signs to utility poles.

There's lots more you can do for "free" or next to
no cost, Contact us for more suggestions to make
electrical safety part of your everyday routine.

Chariton Valley Electric
Cooperative, Inc.

Hwy. § So., Albla + Box 486
Phone 932-7126 -

, Inc.

Hwy. 34 West
Albla, lowa
Phone: 932-51




FARM PROGRESS 2000

ALBIA UNION-REPUBLICAN

Russell Sales Company
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moves cattle to market

If CD. and Maurice Curran
could talk today, the two brothers
who built the Russell Sale Co
probably wouldn’t think the busi-
ness they established on Highway
34 between Albia and Chanton in
1945 has changed much at all.

On any given Monday, farmers
and cattle buyers sit in the bleacher
seating above the sales ring and re-
spond to the auctionecer, buying
cows and bull for slaughter, picking
up bed cows for their own herd,
calves for their feed lots or a good
cow-calf pair in a dispersion sale.

The one thing that has not
changed in 55 years of doing busi-
ness 1s moving cattle off southern
[owa pastures into feedlots and
packing houses across the Midwest

But other changes inside the
sales facility might cause onginal
Curran brothers to wonder

A bib-overalled farmer reaches
for one of several telephones in the
seating area and talks for a minute
or two. A cattle buyer 1s on another
sale barn phone, has his cell phone
ring and is talking on both phones
al the same Ome

Another man in the audience sits
at a laptop computer. Everyone in
the sale arena looks at the digial
scales which provide immediate
weight information to buyers

It is old-fashioned cattle market-
ing existing in the 21st century and
the Russell Sale Co. 1s making it
work

The business has always been
managed by the Curran family, one
side living around Russell and
Chariton and the other side from
around Melrose

Last year the company manage-
ment reorganized with R.D. and
Danny Curran taking a more active
role in family farming enterprises
and Judge and Jim becoming semor
officers. Judge lives just outside
Melrose and Jim lives in Chariton.
Judge is the son of founding part-
ner, C.D. and Jim 1s the son of the
ulhu founding pariner, Maurce

Judge's wife, Maurcen, 1s the

company's office manager and Dan-

OVERALL |
- COVERAGE.

(omplete protecnon for home
outbuddings, mochinery, kvestod
ond lighiliry starrs with o formy/ionch
packoge hom Amencan ful'ruh' E’.u.| I.;du,-

Jeanene Calhoun BB
201 S. Man
§32-5588

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE

]
AUTO HOME BUSINESS MEALTH LIFE
hrercon Fordy Morual Imusonce [omogmy |
Modnan, W1 51783

ny's wife, Jean, works in the office

The company has weathered the
hard umes of the 80's and while
farming 1n general 1s 1n the maddle
of another downturn, cattle are do-
ing good

“Cattle are the only commodity
making any money right now, " said
Judge Curran as he prepared for a
dispersal sale of a retinng farmer
“Most of the guys around here have
kept their cow herds, partly because
bankers know that cattle are where
they need to be to make a profit.”

Although cow and calf numbers
are still good in south central lowa,
there 1s considerable competition
between sale compames. Russell
used to go head to head with the
Albia Sales Company, which
closed in the late 1980°s. Today
there are sale companies at Hume
ston, Lamoni, Bloomfield, Center
ville and Oskaloosa that compete
for business on many of the same
farms.

In a highly competitive envi-
ronment with constant changes in

Larry Wilkin
515-932-5730

Judge and Jim Curran work the ring.

technology, packer and consumer
demands, the Russell Sales Co, and
the Curran family has 55 years of

service o larmers to rely on

Plus Other Insurance Needs

Dean

Tomlin, Ageni

Hometown Agents, Inc.

120 No. 12th Street
Centerville, lowa 52544

Office 437-1647 « Home 724-9865

WILKIN

Livestock Buying

& Trucking

Bonded Order Buyer

Rt. 5 Box 277
Albia, lowa 52531
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Producers shduld watch
storage rules closely

lowa producers planning to build
or upgrade grain storage facilities in
2000 are cautioned that certain ac-
tions could jeopardize their eligibil-
ity for an upcoming Farm Storage
Facility Loan Program, according
to Bob Soukup. State Executive
Director ol USDA’s Farm Service
Agency in Des Moines, lowa

A proposed rule detailing how
the program will be implemented
will be published in the Federal
Register for public comment very
SO0Nn "Although a
similar program was available in
the past, this proposal 1s for a new
program with terms and conditions
that ditfer from the previous pro-
gram

Producers who take any of the
following actions before the rule is
published in the Federal Register
would not be eligible for a loan

* purchasing, execuling purchase
contracts, or ordering storage struc-
tures, drying equipment or handling
equipment

stated H::IJLU[‘

Quality Ag
Service

Road Dust Control

For Rural Homeowners
Call 932-5120

P.O. Box 245, Albia, la. 52531

* accepting delivery of purchased
equipment

* beginning sile preparation,
foundation construction, or struc-
ture constracuion

“Producers, who take any of the
previous hsted actions afier the
proposed rule is published, but be-
fore the program is implemented
and an application for a loan can be
accepled and approved, may not be
cligible to participate.” Soukup
said, “There is no guarantee produc
ers will be ehigible for a loan if any
of these actions are
soon.

Details about eligible types of
storage structures and components
ar¢ not hinal along with other key
provisions of the program. Inter
ested producers should watch for
more information on thas program
and ensure thal no equipment 1s
purchased or ordered, ar no con-
struction 15 started before the Farm
Storage Facility Loan Program is
implemented

inken 100

Pedrick & Thorne
Ace Hardware

Hardware for

farm, home, construction

Albia 515-932-2750
ttumwa 515-682-4567 Keosauqua 319—293-34?;4)

7

Highway 34 W
ALBIA,

Built for you

For a tractor that matches your needs perfectly, choose
a TN tractor from New Holland. It's packed with big
tractor features that save you time and make you money:

= New 3-cylinder engines deliver lugging power that
will send you looking for bigger jobs to tackle

® Clutchless power shuttle option lets you shift from
forward to reverse with only the touch of a finger

® Faster cycle times thanks to the highest
pump flow in the business

Stop by and pick out a tractor that's built
for you. A New Holland TN tractor.

%

B. EQUIPMENT CO.

Phone 932-7838

IOWA 52531
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'S Wc|y of Life

Farming is more than a business, it's
a way of life. In this community, we'd
ike to be more than a financial insti-
tution. As your bank, we fry fo work
with you, to know your sifuation and |
’ro serve your individual needs. From
personolly tailored
advice, we do what we can fo be
of service, to iend a financial hand
to get Involved.

loans to expert

See our agricultural loan department officers
for friendly, homefown financial services. |

First lowa State Bank —

Albia-Eddyville
Phone 932-2144

ﬁ
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