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Implementing management 
practices 

VOLGA LAKE 

Volga Lake was placed on the 
impaired water list in 2013 be­
cause of excessive algae blooms 
and turbidity negatively impact­
ing primary contact recreation 
such as canoeing and kayaking or 
other activities that could involve 
considerable risk of water contact 
or ingesting water in quantities 
sufficient to pose a health hazard. 

In April 201S, The Fayette 
SWCD was awarded a $10,S40 
development grant through 
IDALS for Volga Lake. Through 
this funding the SWCD was able 
to conduct a range of assess­
ments such as estimated sheet & 
rill erosion, classic gully erosion, 
stream condition, stakeholder 
surveys for stakeholders working 
and living in the watershed, and 
for lake users. A RASCAL (Rapid 
Assessment of Stream Conditions 
Along Length) conducted on the 
four tributaries that flow to Volga 
Lake with landowner permission, 
a total of 6.69 miles was assessed. 
Of the 6,038.3 ac watershed 4, I % 
is Alfalfa/Hay, 34.1% Com, 19% 
soybeans, 2.2% Farmstead, 12.9 
% grassland, 6.7% pasture, 2.7 % 
roads, IS.7% timber, and 2.5% 
water based on the 201S wind­
shield assessment. Based on the 
assessments conducted it is es­
timated that 8,62S tons of sedi­
ment /year is delivered to the lake 
which equates to around 11 ,210 
lbs of phosphorus delivered. 

The District held a technical 
meeting with the lA DNR Parks, 
Fisheries, Lake Restoration, ISU 
Extension, and Upper Iowa Uni­
versity on March 26, 201S. On 
September 22, 20 IS the District 
held the Volga Lake kickoff Event 
at the lake front which was at­
tended by twenty-one people. On 
November 24th, 20 IS the District 
gave a presentation on Volga Lake 
and the development project to the 
Hawkeye Conservation Club. The 
District had a Volga Lake display at 
the Fayette County Fair and spoke 
to Oelwein FFA on Volga Lake and 
about Karst Topography. 

The District collaborated with 
Rick Klann, Upper Iowa Univer­
sity for water sampling on one site 
for each of the four tributaries that 
flow to Volga Lake and four sites 
on Volga Lake. Turbidity, total 
phosphorus, soluble reactive phos­
phorus, total suspended solids 
were measured at each site. Chlo­
rophyll-a (algae) was analyzed at 
three of the lake sites through the 
State Hygienic laboratory. The 
District partnered with lA DNR 
Lakes Restoration to fund the wa­
ter sampling for 201S. Based on 
the 20 IS water sampling the me­
dian chlorophyll-a TSI value was 
66 (37ug!L). To take Volga Lake off 
of the impaired waters list a me­
dian chlorophyll-a TSI value of 63 
(27ug!L) or less would need to be 
maintained for two impaired wa­
ter listing cycles (7 to 8 years). TSJ 
stands for the Trophic State index 

Blue green algae bloom at Volga Lake 

developed by Carlson (1977) with 
values ranging from 0 to I 00 with 
every increase of I 0 on the scale 
representing a doubling of algal 
biomass. 

The district is currently seeking 
stakeholder input on best manage­
ment practices that would reduce 
sediment and phosphorus loss 
and fit into their operations. There 
is a potential funding opportu­
nity through the Publicly Owned 
Lakes Programs that could allow 
up to 7S% cost share for best man­
agement practices. The pubHcly 

owned lakes program application 
deadline for the District is April I, 
2016. If there is interest and if the 
practices are feasible the District 
hopes to have a total estimated 
amount of funds to request before 
April 1. If there is interest and the 
District is awarded the funds those 
practices would be implemented in 
the fall of2016 and spring of2017. 

UPPER OTTER CREEK 

The Upper Otter Creek WIRB 
Project was completed at the end of 

February, 2016. In 201S, 6.24 acres 
of grassed waterways, 3,892 feet 
of terraces, I grade ~tabilization 
structure and I water & Sediment 
control basin were implemented. A 
total of 133.9 acres of cover crop, I 
grade stabilization structure, 17.86 
acres of grassed waterways, ll4.6 
acres of no till/strip till, 4,362 feet 
of terraces, 3 water & sediment 
control basins were implemented 
over three years. 340 acres of new 
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We_ are proud t(}_support our conserv~tionists! 
. .,~ . . - . . . ' . . 

MORE power gets MORE done 
Get S5,000 off or 0% finanong for 60 months· on a new John Deere 6M or 6R Series 
Tractor 1140- 155 hpj. You'll get big power and big performance with plenty of hydraulic 
capacity, hitch lift capacity and engine power to plow through tough conditions and get 
the job done. Powerful, versatile and legendary dependability. 

Call or come in today. JohnDeere.com/Ag A 

Clermont • 15631 423-5206 
Cresco •!563)547-2152 
Decorah •!563)382-2961 
Dyersville •1563)875-2724 
Elkader •!5631245-2470 

Monticello •1319)465-3515 
New Hampton •1641) 394-3061 
Oelwein •1319)283-4371 
Rowley •!319)938-2222 
Waukon ·1563)568-3463 
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Banner Year for CRP 
2016 will be a banner year for 

CRP implementation in Fayette 
County. CRP contracts and acres 
entered into by Fayette County 
landowners will exceed 3,000 
acres, making the county one of 
the h1ghest in the state. 

These acres will be seeded to 
diverse native grass and prairie 
forb mixes. These seeding mixes 
are designed to provide wildlife 
habitat, soil and water conserva­
tion benefits, and pollinator habi­
tat. '!he implementation of this 
many acres is exciting but will be 
a daunting task because it takes 
speCialized equipment and of 
course. the unique seed itself. So 
how will it get done' 

The Fayette County Conserva 
lion Board in partnership with 
Fayttte County Pheasants Forever 
will contract with landowners 
to purchase the seed at an eco­
nomical price through Pheasants 
Forever seed contracts. Fayette 
County Pheasants Forever, who 
recently rurchased a 12' native 
grass dril to add to their float of 5 
other drills, will contract with the 
landowners to get the seedings 
implemented. 

These partners are excited and 
confident that collectively. with 
the patience of landowners and 
a few stretches of good weather, 
that it can all get done. 

The resurgence of interest in 
CRP, widely recognized as one of 
the most important conservation 
practices in the nation's history, 
will create a )>lethora of soil, wa­
ter, and habitat benefits to Fayette 
County. 

12 'nati1·e grass drill 

Newly constmcted and seeded waterway with installation of a mulch 
blanket for erosion control. 

We Salute the 
Conservation 
Efforts of our 
Area Citizens! 

Plumbing, Heating & Electric 

~ Maynard 
f::"'UfrWv.... 563-637-2496 

wells and pump work. 

.. Be cunous and try new tlungs, those are the encouraging words of Don 
aid Bahe, our Fayette County ConservatiOn A wand \\'Inner of the Year, Donald 
has been involved in no-till management for the last 12 yean. It all began when 
he enrolled in a atural Resource Conservation Senice program in which they 
were paid for three years of mmimum· till or no-till farming, but the)" had to 
continue the practice for 5 years. 

The first year was a disaster. The next year the Bahe familr changed to 
stnp-till farming for three years and then converted back to no-til as lime pro­
gressed. Donald ic; now at 100% no-till farming with the use anhyd~ous. In 
addition to his no till farming, he has also included the pracuce of pl.1nt1ng 
cover crops. His favorite combinallon of cover crop seeds are cereal rye, radish, 
some winter peas, dover, and oa~!). He feels the cover crops feed the organism" 
m the soil whach improve the soal health. It 1s a three to five year proccs" You 
cannot see the outcome overnight, but as time progresses you can see the soal 
health improve. 

Donald feels that _technology a~d new knO\~Iedge has to be incorporated 
mto the farming practices to make 1t work. He as helped by h1s sons. Joe and 
Dan, who are also involved in the farming oper.llion. They enjoy traveling to 
the National No-Till Conferc:-nce~ where they speak with other professional\ 
about no-t11l and cover crop practices ... \\'e observe the practices that others .lt 
the conference have u"'ed and try them on our farm.· said Don. Our neaghbors 
watch us and ask question"' which , ... e are happy to answer. Donald feels It is 
1mponant to get the mformataon to the public so we can protect our top soil. 

His goal for the future is to turn his farming operation ov_er to his children 
and be able to show them the benefib of no- ttl!. He would hke to see a three 
crop rotation, more cover crops and cut down the use of fertilizer. 

He feels it has been an honor to be chosen for this award and wants to 
encourage others not be afraid to try new things. You don't have to start big, 
but start C'n a small parcel of land. Try a cover crop, no-till, strip-tilt or other 
practice that interests you. Be creative and adventurous. If 1t doesn't work, try 
something else. Don't ever gwe up. 

Donald Bahe standing in h1s cover crop field 

SOIL AND WATER 
CONSERVATION MATIERS 

TO ALL OF US. 
We are proud to support the 

Fayette County Soil and Water 
Conservation Department. 

Elgin, Iowa (563) 426-581 1 • (BOO) 328-7371 
wwwjauserenergy.com 

Dillon Law, PC 
Patrick B. Dillon 

Jill Schmitz 

209 E. 1st Street, Sumner 
www.dillonlawpc.com 

563-578-1850 
Agricultural Law, Taxation & Tax Preparation, 
Estate Planning, Real Estate and Bankruptcy 
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Conservation Collaboration 
in Northeast Iowa 

Iowans continue to make continual commitments 
to protecting the soil and water resources of our 
state. It is ev;dent by the strong partnership be­
tween the landowners, farmers, the Soil and Water 
Conservation Districts, the USDA Natural Resourc­
es Conservation Serv;ce, the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship, and many other 
partners locally working together to address soil 

health and water quantity and quality. 
J im Gillespie 

In State Fiscal Year 2015 Iowa set another record with the Iowa 
Financial Incentives Program (Cost Share) with a landowner/farmer 
contribution of$12.8 million, a state investment of$9.8 million with 
the total investment of $22.6 million. To put in perspective what that 
meant in numbers for four conservation practices, it was 515 miles of 
terraces, 1,264 miles of waterways, 96 grade stabilization structures, 
and 471 water and sediment control basins. These conservation prac­
tices are effective, long term practices that trap sediment and phos­
phorus in the fields. This reflects a commitment of landowners and 
farmers making an investment with the state where they are contribut­
ing $1.50 or more for each dollar invested by the state. 

The impacts of the various cost share programs offered locally is 
that it continues to get more conservation practices installed. The 
numerous benefits of these conservation practices are that it reduces 
erosion, soil losses and nutrient runoff. It continues to improve soil 
health and water quantity and quality issues. They reduce storm water 
impacts on public and private property and protect infrastructure. 
These programs help in protecting watersheds above and water quality 
in Iowa's publicly owned lakes. They also help local economies ben­
efiting local communities. 

Your operations are businesses that depend on healthy soils, the 
water on your property is well managed and utilized, the nutrients 
are well managed for crop production, and your livestock operation 
is managed effectively. The challenges that go with these elements of 
your businesses are important to insure that you can operate effec­
tively and profitable. When you evaluate these components of your 
business throughout the year and identify needs and opportunities to 
make improvements, please don't hesitate to stop in the field offices in 
your area to find out how we can help with your soil and water issues. 
These offices have great technical assistance and usually have financial 
assistance programs that can help put scientifically proven conserva­
tion practices on your land to help with improving your soil health, 
water quantity and water quality. Stop in any time and let us help you. 

By: Jennifer Stoffel, 
Associate Professor of Biology, 

Upper Iowa University 
Upper Iowa University (UIU) 

has had a long commitment to 
conservation of Iowa's natura] re­
sources. UIU partners with the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
Serv;ce (NRCS) to host field days 
at local Northeast Iowa farms for 
UIU students to see first-hand how 
conservation practices may be im­
plemented by local farmers. Some 
of the students in attendance were 
inspired to continue their interest 
in soil and water conservation in 
internships or research projects. 

The students have been encour­
aged by UJU to seek out Pathways 
internships with the NRCS or other 
internships with the Soil and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD). 
During these internships students 
are able to integrate collegiate ex­
periences to real world application. 
These experiences allow students 
from urban and rural backgrounds 
have the opportunity to learn more 
about conservation practices that 
can be used on a variety of land­
scapes. Students also learn about 
the complexity of conservation 
management decisions. Students 
in Conservation Management and 
Environmental Science complete 
research in an area of their inter­
est while at UIU. Several students 
have completed research projects 
looking at sQil changes following 
management practice shifts, or 
water quality investigations which 
often occur in collaboration with 
agencies (NRCS, SWCD, Depart­
ment of Natural Resources (DNR), 

We've been lending a hand 
to farmers for decades ... 

. .. yielding strong protection. 

FARMERS MUTUAL 
INSURANCE ASSOCIATION 

A&J Petersburg Agency 
Decorah, Iowa 
563-382-3627 

Butikofer Insurance, LLC 
Elgin, Iowa 

563-425-5306 

Kelly & Miller Insurance 
Fayette, Iowa 
563-425-4569 

Smith Insurance. LLC 
Lamont, Iowa 
563-382-3627 

Steve Brentner 
Rowley, Iowa 
563-938-2262 

FAYETIE, IOWA 
Backbone Insurance Group. Inc. 

Strawbery Point, Iowa 
563-933-2087 

Independence Insurance Services 
Independence, Iowa 

563-334·4991 

Brown-Lane Insurance 
Independence, Iowa 

319-334-2534 

Doug Beier 
Independence, Iowa 

319-334-6066 

Insurance Associates of Lawler Nuss Insurance Agency 
Lawler, Iowa Hawkeye, Iowa 

563-218-5131 563-427-3419 

Smith-O&L Insurance 
Independence, Iowa 

563 Ho\-6066 

Vogel Insurance Agency 
Oelwem, Iowa 
319-283-1836 

Sorg Insurance Agency 
Independence, Iowa 

563-334-7089 

Wegner Insurance 
Sumner, Iowa 
563-578-8076 

Farmers Mutual 
Insurance Association 
135 S. Main. Fayette • 563 425-4176 

FAI{}I/!TUAL 
lnsurance-lorTown and Farm 
APOUCYOFWOIIIIINGTDGEnlfJl 

Iowa County Conservation Board 
(ICCB), and Resource Conserva­
tion and Development (RC&D)) 
or landowners. The science faculty 
at UIU enjoy guiding the students 
in the conservation research while 
the students practice the funda­
mentals of experimental design. 

The partnerships with local or­
ganizations has been cultivated 
by UJU's collaboration in soil and 
water conservation initiatives by 
several faculty at Upper Iowa. Fac­
ulty have assisted with watershed 
monitoring projects, water qual­
ity assessments, and soil research 

projects. In Iowa's transformed 
landscape, conservation initiatives 
often begin with the foundations 
of soil and water. 

As student interests in soil and 
water conservation issues continue 
to grow, we hope to continue to 
seek opportunities for continued 
collaboration. UIU is also com­
mitted to reaching out to the lo­
cal community. In the past several 
years faculty have made trips to 
local school districts to talk about 
soil and soil and water conserva­
tion initiatives. 

Some students in Ecology leam about habitat measurement techniques 
in a forest stand in Volga River Recreation Area. 

BECAUSE IT 
MATTERS. 

That's why we support the 
soil and water conservation 
efforts of our area farmers. 

Postville Farmers 
Co-Op Society 

563-864-7234 
"We want to earn YOUR business!" 
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FAYETTE SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT FOUNDATION 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

JULY 1, 2014- JUNE 30,2015 

CHECKING ACCOUNT 
Beginning Balance 

Receipts 

Supporter's Club 

Total Receipts 

Total Income 

Expenses 
ATV Repairs 
CD! Auction Item 
Donations 

Education 

$11,473.00 

Bus Transportation (3'' Grade Field Day) 
Supplies (3'' Grade Field Day) 
Scholarship 

Houg Property 
Insurance 

Office Supplies 
Personnel 
Post Office (Permit and Mailing) 
Printing (Supporter Club & Annual Report) 

Total Expenses 

Ending Balance as of06/30/15 

$2,063.32 

Farmers Win 

$13,564.32 

$ 11,473.00 

$25,037.32 

$ 881.00 
$ 238.00 

2,520.00 

$ 1,635.00 
$ 929.00 
$ 500.00 

$ 182.00 
$ 417.00 
$ 70.00 
$13,122.00 

$ 734.00 
$ 1,746.00 

$ 22,974.00 

~ 110 N. Jefferson, Fredericksburg 

Coop Toll-Free: 
800-562-8389 

Bremer • Fredericksburg • Frederika • Hawkeye • Ionia • Jackson Junction 
Sumner • Waucoma • Burr Oak • Cresco East • Cresco West 

Decorah • Mabel • Florenceville/Granger • Ridgeway 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
OF STATE FUNDS 

July 1, 2014- June 30, 2015 

IM Budget Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation 
Comntissioner Expenses 

State Cost-Share Beginning Obligation 
Allocations 
Obligated 
Spent 
Recalled 

REAP F/N Grasses Beginning Obligation 
Allocation 

Obligated 
Spent 
Recalled 

REAP Practices Beginning Obligation 
Allocation 

Obligated 
Spent 

Recalled 

Upper Otter Creek WIRB 

Original Allocation 
Revised Allocation 

Obligated 
Spent 
Recalled 
Total Unspent 

Volga Lake 

Allocation 
Obligated 
Total Unspent 

IF YOU BREAK IT ... 

$ 2,000.00 

$ 800.00 
$ 2,800.00 

$ 82,285.47 
$ 44,732.18 

$ 15,163.84 

$ 104,050.35 
$ 7,803.46 

$ 9,780.00 
$ 16,050.00 

$ 4,860.00 
$ 20,680.50 

$ 289.50 

$ 14,010.08 

$ 10,062.58 

$ 3,504.00 
$ 18,918.66 

$ 1,650.00 

$ 100,000.00 
$ 75,076.00 

$ 2,718.36 

$ 61,057.92 
$ 24,924.00 
$ 11,299.72 

$ 10,540.00 

$ 4,196.30 
$ 6,343.70 

WE'LL FIX IT! 
We repair all makes & models of tractors. 

Let us help you keep your valuable machinery in working order! 

Remember to get that tune-up! 

MaRv & ZIP's REPAIR, INc. 
Auto & Tractor Repair 

641-394-3060 
412 W. Milwaukee, New Hampton, lA 
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FA YEITE SOU... & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
FA YEITE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

.roL Y 1, 2014 tbrougb JUNE 30, 2015 

Checking Account 

Beginning Balance 

Receipts 

Contractor Meeting Donation $ 50.00 
Money Market Transfer.;- IM Funds 2,800.00 
Money Market Transfers 2,098.29 

Total Receipts 

TOTAL 

Expenses 

ATV 32.87 
Bank Charge 4.28 
Education 305.18 
1M Corn.atissioner 2,846.80 
Meeting Expense 62.67 
Office Supplies 2,071.59 
Postage 346.09 

-, 

Total Expenses 

Balance 

IM Commissioner Checks not cleared by bank as of 6/30/15 

Ending Balance 6/30/15 

FA YEITE SOU... & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
ANNUAL l<LNANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY 1, 2014 through JUNE 30,2015 

Technical Account 
Beginning Balance 

Receipts 
Farm Bill 13 Funds- CD! 
RC & D Technical Assistance 
SWCD Foundation 
Transfers from Money Market 

Total Receipts 

TOTAL 

Expenses 
Accounting Services 
Health Insurance 
Payroll 
Transfers to Payroll Savings 
Federal Taxes 
IPERS 
State Taxes 
Unemployment 

Total Expenses 

Ending Balance 6130/15 

$ 5,684.40 
18,360.00 
12,000.00 
2,000.00 

150.00 
1,186.96 
6,230.00 

2,459.53 
1,457.63 

368.00 
107 76 

$ 

$ 

$ 

$ 

JULY 1, 2014 through JUNE 30, 2015 

$ 1,513.46 Money Market Savings Account 
Beginning Balance 

Receipts 
Education 1,617.90 
Farm Bill 13 - IDALS 6,168.60 
IM Allocation & Supplemental 2,800.00 
Interest 24.52 

$ 4,948.29 
RC&DGrant 750.00 
Supervisors 2,000.00 
Transfers from Watershed Account 333.00 

$ 6,461.75 Upper Otter Creek WIRBFunds 13,158.85 

$ 5,669.48 

$ 792.27 

+ 671.97 

$ 1,464.24 

6,169.32 

38,044.40 

44,213.72 

11,959.88 

Total Rccei pts 

TOTAL 

Expenses 
IM Transfers to Checking 2,800.00 
Transfers to Checking 2,098.29 
Transfers to Payroll 333.00 
Transfers to Watershed Account 26,863.68 

Total Expenses 

Ending Balance 6130/15 

FAYETTE SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

JULY 1. 2014 through JUNE 30, 2015 

Payroll Savings Account 
Beginning Balance 

Receipts 
Interest $ .74 
Transfers from Technical Account 4,392..92 
Transfers from Watershed Account 8,334.22 

Total Receipts 

TOTAL 

Expenses 
Federal Taxes 7,200.08 
LPERS 4,350.88 
State Taxes 1.032.00 

Unemployment 144.18 

Total Expenses 

Rnding Balance 6/30/15 

s 32,253.84 

$ 14,789.99 

$ 26,852.87 

$ 41,642.86 

$ 32,094.97 

s 9,547.89 

$ .02 

$ 12,727.88 

$ 12.727.90 

$ 12.727.14 

$ .76 
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Protect Groundwater Sources 
of Drinking Water 

By Jason Johnson, Public Affairs Specialist, 
USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service, Des Moines, Iowa 

With about 90 percent of Iowa's public water systems using 
groundwater as a main source, soU and water conservation practices 
play a vital role in protecting drinking water source supplies and re­
ducing drinking water treatment costs. 

Landowner and farm operator decisions can impact water 
quality, safety, treatment costs, and even the need to find alternative 
sources to replace contaminated public and private water supplies. 

USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and your 
local soil and water conservation district can provide assistance on 
how to protect groundwater from fertility and agronomic activities. 
Eric Hurley, nutrient management specialist for NRCS in Iowa, rec­
ommends focusing on three key strategies: 

I. Use nutrient management to avoid exceeding the nitrogen needs 
of the crop and to optimize nitrate use efficiency. 

2. Trap excess nitrogen using cover crops. 
3. Build a resilient nitrogen management system using multiple 

conservation strategies and improve soU health 
Iowa NRCS recommends implementing the following conserva­

tion practices to protect groundwater quality while meeting your 
production Objectives: 

• The 4R Nutrient Management Strategy. By applying the R1ght 
nutrient source at the Right rate at the Right time in the Right place, 
nutrient efficiency will be improved. The crop will get the nutrients it 
needs and it will minimize nutrient losse. to the surface and ground­
water 

• Soil Sampling. Take soU samples annually at least six inches deep. 
For one sample. take 15 to 20 cores representing the sample area. A 
sample represents a maximum 10-acres area, smaller for precision ag. 
Send your samples to an Iowa certified lab, and use the results to help 
you make better nutrient management decisions. 

• Calibrate Equipment. With any equipment used to apply fertil­
izer and manure, calibrate equipment to assure that what you intend 
to apply is actually applied. 

• Cover Crops. Winter hardy cover crops, like cereal rye, scav­
enge nutrients, reduce soU erosion, suppress weeds, provide winter 
grazmg for hvestock, and increase soU organic matter. Winter killed 
cover crops. such as oats, radishes, and turnips provide many of the 
,arne benefits, though the nutrient scavenging and erosion control is 
f'duced. NRCS promotes planting a diverse mix of cover crops for 
multiple benefits. 

• Conservation Crop Rotation. Growing a perennial in the crop 
rotation helps reduce nitrate loss and soil erosion and improves soil 
health. Legume perennials fix nitrogen for future grain crops. ln­
dud\ng small grain~ in your rotation helps reduce nitrogen leaching 
and economica1ly diversifies a farming operation. Livestock produc­
er> can benefit from crop rotations by adding grazing to a rotation. 
Con>ecutive years of alfalfa or clover can provide essential livestock 
forage. 

• Integrated Pest Management. Implement management prac­
tices that linut agricultural pests which adversely a/feet plant growth, 
crop production. human health, pollinators, and wildhfe. 

• Filter Strip. Growing vegetation next to a stream, lake, or other 
water body helps remove sediment, organic matter, and other pollut­
anb from runoff and wastewater. 

For more information about conservation planning to achieve 
your production goals, visit your local NRCS office or go online, 
ww'''.bt.nr ._\t'id_a.gp~· . 

We'l l help you find a place 
to bui ld your home .. . 

Lots from which 
to choose! 
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Timber Sales- Do your Homework! 
By Greg Heidebrink, District Forester, 641,228-6611 

Over the last few months our phone 
has been qUite busy with calls that 
sound somethtng like th1s .. , was just 
offered X numbers of dollars for 50 
trees. Is this a good price?" As much 
as I would like to help you out and an­
swer your question it is a little difficult 
for me to do. The amount you get paid 
per tree or per board foot is going to 
vary dependin$ on spe~ies, quantity 
and quahty. II IS also gomg to depend 
on competition! An example I use a 
lot is tf I was at the sale barn to buy 
cattle and I am the only person in the 
seats that day, I am probably not going 
to stop the sale and tell the auctioneer 
that I am not paying enough for the 
cows. I am going to buy cheap cows 
and go home feeling like I actually won 
one. 

Timber buyers are no different. 
They want to run a successful busi­
ness and to do this t.hey need to spend 
as little for the trees they buy and sell 
them for as much as they can. Here is 
my little b•t of advice for you, "If you 
let them, this is what they are going 
to do!" Do your homework! Get in 
touch with someone who knows what 
they're doing. Don't go this alone. 
There are people out there like me or 
private foresters that you can contact 
for help. So please do so! 

Before we move on to umber sale 
options, we need to ask some ques­
tiom about why you are selling your 
trees? Is it because a timber buyer 
stopped an~ •old vou they would like 
to buy some? Are ,ou looking for 
some income? Are you looking lu im­
prove habitat on your property or are 
you interested in regeneratmg a new 
forest? You should have these ques-

There are a few ways you can sell 

r::~~ tb:s th~t~st"::r;~fiJe~~~c~~ 
is after you have a plan and have talked 
to your forester. 
Grade and yield- Th1s is where a land 
owner and tunber buyer agrees on a 
price per board foot for each species. 
The trees are cut and skidded out to a 
landing. The timber buyer then scales 
the logs for volume and qual1ty and the 
landowner IS paid on the buyers scale. 
Pros- Some of the pros for this method 
are that you can choose who you are 
working with. The timber buyer can 
see the cut logs to look for defects like 
iron in the tree. This system works 
well with small quantattes of logs. 
Cons- The biggest con to this system is 
that there is no competition. You only 
receive one opinion of what the trees 
are worth. The trees are cut before you 
know what they are worth and if you 
don·t like the price at is too late. You 
are placing your tru~t in the timber 
buyer to tell you the quantity and value 
of the logs. All the risk IS on you! 
Logging on shares- With this system, 
the trees are cut, brought to the land 
in$, cut into log lengths and sold to a 
mill. The landowner and the logger 
then spli t the income. Usually this is a 
50%-50% or 60%-40% spht. 
Pros- The pros are fairly similar to 
Grady and yield. You can choose who 
you are working with. The Mill can se.: 
the cut logs 10 look for defects and this 
system works well with small quanti­
ties of logs. 
Cons- The cons are alo;o very similar 
to grade and yield. The trees are cut 

before you know what they are worth 
and you are placing your trust in the 
umber buyer to tell you the quantity 
and value of the logs. Once agam 
much of the risk is on you. 
Lump sum sealed bid- Th1s is the 
method of timber sale I prefer With 
this system the trees are marked and 
scaled by a forester or forestry contrac· 
tor. This mformation is then put tn a 
b1d packet and sent out 10 many d1f 
ferent umber buyers. The timber buy· 
ers then over a period of a few weeks 
look at the trees 10 be sold and g•ve the 
landowner a bid. The b1ds are then 
opt>ned at a specified time and place. If 
the bid is acc~pted the landowner signs 
a contract wtth the h1ghest bidder and 
is p;ud an~vhere from 25% to 100% 
dm"'Tl with the rest due before the logs 
ar~ cut. If you do not like the bids y~u 
reJect them and all your trees are sull 
stJndmg! 
Pros- With this system you have com­
petition! You know what your trees 
are worth before you sell them and you 
are paid before anything is cut. All the 
risk is on the buyer! 
Cons- The biggest con is that you do 
not get to select who you work with. 
You have to take the highest bid or re· 
JeCt all the bids. It may also be difficult 
to get btdders on small sales. This sys 
tern is gomg to take a httle longer, but 
tn the long run 1t will be worth it. 

This is a very quick rundown of 
timber sale options. SeUing limber is 
~mething most people may do once 
in their lifetime. Make sure you have 
someone on your side. Please contact 
your district forester or a consulting 
forester for help! 

tions answered be- ............................. "'.lllll.lllliiii ... IJIII .. P ........ .,IIllll fore you even con-
sider a timber sale. 
The best way to do 
this is with a man­
agement plan. A 
management plan 
is your road map 
to accomplishing 
your goals and im­
proving. the over­
all qual1ty of your 
timber. Before 
you conduct a sale 
please get in touch 
with your district 
forester or a pri­
vate consulting for­
ester and develop 
a plan. This may 
take a while but in 
the long run tl may 
keep you from do­
ing something you 
regret. 

105 N. Pine- West Union (50'x150')- See L1sa! 

0 Lots for sale in Spillville- See Deb! 
MLS# beginning with 20150288-20150293 

402 W. Cherry St., West Union 
Commercial Lot 49'x1 00' 
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Prairie Planting Partners 
The interest and enrollment 

in the CRP program is bringing 
new conservation-minded folks 
into our office for the first time. 
We are pleased to be of service 
and want to assist you in every 
way we can. If your seeding plan 
includes native seeding - prai rie 
mixes, you might have questions 
and concerns on how to create the 
best prairie possible. It is a labor of 
love that restores the diverse flora 
and fauna back onto the landscape. 
These types of vegetation cover 
provide great habitat, food and 
shelter for the wildlife and protects 
our soil and water. 

Before settlemen~, the Iowa 
landscape was 70% covered by 
a prairie plant community com­
posed of taU and short grasses, 
many various types of forbs, and 
a sprinkling of shrubs. Within 80 
years these vast areas of prairie 
landscape were converted to farm ­
land. ln a general way, driven by 
short-term economics and apathy, 
the total destruction of this rich 
natural landscape has not ended. 

My proposal is to form a lo­
cal group of like-minded prairie 
restorers, that would assist one 
another to achieve a successful 
planting. Driven by conviction 
and curiosity we could use the old 
show and teU - success and failure 
- experiences, plus use advisory 
sources including prairie tour to 
teach us. Keep in mind the con­
tract is for 10 years. 

As a sign of encouragement, 
drive thru our corn and bean dom­
inated countryside, and if you are 
observant you might spot a color­
ful quilt bolted onto a barn. There 
are numerous patchwork barn 

quilts and each "--­
is boldly and 
beautifully dis­
played thanks 
to the efforts of 
a few dedicated 
leaders. 

What has 
been proudly 
fas tened to those barns __ ._ ___ _ 

could be rep-
licated by using deeply rooted 
natives woven into a blanket of 
protection on the land. This blan­
ke t on the land has self-mending, 
self-regeneration, and self-color 
changing abilities that create a five­
star bed and breakfast for aU the 
countless numbers of tenants. At 
the same time, this living blanket 
of color governs the purity of your 
drink, clarity of your air, and se­
cures your soil in the proper place! 

If you feel our present "bigger 
is better" society should include 
those natural, wild, and unowned 
things; now is the time to disr.lay 
it. It matters not if you are a and 
baron or a squatter, a patch of prai­
rie will make you proud. 

Richard D. jensen 
Soil and Water Commissioner 

Fayette SWCD Report 

Opportunities in 
Partnerships 

Rozann Dallenbacb 

We hear about the budget 
cuts our government is making 
when it comes to conservation 
practices. Have you ever asked 
yoursell,' What can 1 do to 
promote conservation>" Well, 
now is the time. The theme 
this year for our annual report 
is "Succeeding in Conservation 
through Partnerships~ 

There are many projects in 
progress. Let me mention a few. 
There is the Volga Lake Project, 
the Monarch Butterfly Proj­
ect, Otter Creek Project, Third 
Grade Field Day at the Dick 
Jensen Farm every faU, Thrkey 
River Watershed Project, and 
many other opportunities that 
are asking for you to parlner in. 

You may be asking, now 
what can I do to help? Let me 
invite you to the watershed 
meetings, to be a volunteer at 
the Third Grade Field Day, or 
sow seeds for the Monarch But­
terflies. You are always welcome 
to caU the NRCS Office in West 
Union to get a location and time 
for one of the next project meet­
ings in your area. The opportu­
nities are endless. 

Take some time to give 
conservation a thought. After 
reading the articles in this an­
nual report, pick something 
that interests you and make that 
decision to act. Your volunteer 
hours can make a difference in 
the world of conservation. We 
invite you to be a partner. At­
tend a project meeting in your 
area and see where you can 
help. You will be glad you did! 
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p ARTNERSIDPS WITH 

CoRN GROWERS AssociATION 
John Finley, District 3 Field Manager for the Iowa Corn Growers Or· 

ganization, agrees that we all have the same mission in mind. 
That mission is to protect and conserve soil and water on r-----., 
our land while growing a crop each year. It's like two bands 
marching in an annual town parade; we just need to combine 
the two bands to gain an improved, stronger band. Together 
both groups can work for tmproved stronger conservation 
results m future years. 

The Iowa Corn Growers have in the past and must 
continue thei r conservation efforts plus imr.rove and en­
hance future year practices to move the need e even further 
on the conservation meter. The conservation mission will 
never end and we must all work to do better each year. 

Corn Growers on the local level, practice some John Finley 
form of conservation on the1r land which is where the un-

r.
rovements happen to land and water quality. On the state 

eve!, Iowa Com Growers supports the Iowa A@:riculture Water Alliance which 
promotes public-private partnerships to foster effective urban and rural col ­
laboration for clean water m Iowa. 

Iowa Corn Growers are deeply involved in Iowa Nutrient Reduc 
tion Strategy with individual corn farms working to reduce nutrients in wa­
ter. Farmers are using cover crops, no-till, crop rotation, grass waterways and 
drainage water management as conservation practices on their land. They feel 
the need to continue to work at conservation practices which don't always work 
each crop year. Cover crops in northeast Iowa can have challenging results 
from one crop year to the next, however, they could have the largest effect on 
reducing nutrients in water. Cover crops long term could improve soil health 
more than any other farming practice if fanners continue to experiment for 
different methods resulting in improvements. 

There is not a ·silver bullet" for the best conservation practice but one 
huge step forward would be for every fanner to work at some type of conserva· 
tion practice on their farm for the 2016 crop year. Iowa Com Growers host 
meetings promoting conservation practices for town and rural collaboration. 
They stress the need to reduce nutrients in water and conservation for all an 
dividuals in Fayette County. We have the infonnation and experts to provide 
information for improvements; however, we need interested people to attend 

Fayette County has some great conservation practices happening 
such as cover crops, no-till, crop rotation and grass waterways. Just drive 
around the rural roads to view the great effects of cover crops or visit We t 
Union during a rain to witness their Main Street Project controlling water run 
off. 

The whole state of Iowa still has work to be accomplished in the area 
of conservation. In an instant gratification society, it needs to happen faster. 
however, crops get planted once a year and conservation projects need the cor· 
rect planning to be completed correctly. The United States has many year> of 
improvements ahead to accomplish all the conservation goals. 

Collaboration and working together with public/private and urban. 
rural partners will move the conservation needle to the h<'~ l position m aJI 
parts of Iowa. Partnerships are the only solid solution f<,r ~un:n .. 'Jh J,,wa 
challenge is not just for farmers that farm sin'ce we all strive for qu.lhty drm\..mg 
water. 

soil conservation: 
noun: the preservation of soil against 

deterioration or erosion, and the 
maintenance of the fertilizing 

elements for crop production. 

One-Stop Ag _Banking 

Medicare knowledge that works for you. 
The Blues"' have been helping people with 

Medicare since the program began. I can help 
you review your options and choose a Medicare 
supplement plan that's right for you. Call today! 

Life of Iowa, Inc. 
Gerald L Bauer, LUTCF 

1621 S. Frederick Ave., PO Box 32 
Oelwein, lA 50662 

Gerald L. Bauer 
Toll-free 888-568-2406 

319-283-3696 
AUTHORIZED I .. fnl 

INDEPENDENT Wellmark. •.• ~ 
AGENTS FOR Iowa • • 

ThiS is a SOhCJtation of •nsurance. W ellmark Medicare supplement insurance plans are not affiliated 
wtth any government agency. To be e ligible, you must reside in the service area of the plan 
Wellmar~ Bl~ Cross and Blue Shield o f Iowa is an Independent Lke~ of the Blue Cross and Blue 

• ~~·f~ ~ bfQ-. • • • ...................................... ~\~1.P~ l~ 

When it's time to make improvements 
to your land, see Rick, Kevin or Dean 

for a FREE ag review! 

Kevin Converse 

FIRST 
STATE 

BANK 

Dean Conrad 

1150 W. 1st Street 
Sumner, lA 50674 

563-578-3312 

200 S. Main Street 
Fayette, lA 52142 

563-425-3395 ) FDIC 

www.fsbsumner.com 
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Professor Klann on the left with two students taking water 
samples of the water 

Upper Iowa Students Take an 
Active Role in Conservation 

"Upper Iowa University has provided and can continue to 
prov1de water quality monitoring for the Fayette County Soil and Water 
Conservation Do;trict of Iowa projects. Student interns are valuable 
assistants to conservation personnel and carry out many projects;' states 
Dr. Klann, Professor of Science at Upper Iowa University in Fayette, 
Iowa. 

We are constantly emphasizing to the students how critical 
1t 1s what they make an effort to become more and more involved in 
conservation. In a competitive job market, our graduates need a variety 
of experiences in order to be qualified for a greater variety of careers. 
We regularly schedule external speakers to introduce our students to 
different areas of conservation from the perspective of a professional 
working in the field. We are also investigating approaches to instill a 
strong conservation ethic in our students so that we can produce not 
only well-qualified graduates, but also good caring citizens. 

We recently finished a project looking at the water quality of 
the Volga Lake and its associated tributaries. Volga Lake is li<ted as im­
paired due to excessive phosphorus levels, which promote algae blooms 
and can lead to fish kills as an outcome of low dissolved oxygen levels. 
Samples were collected from all four tributaries and from four sites on 
the lake including near the dam and in each of the three arms. Soluble 
reactive phosphorus, total phosphorus, turbidity and suspended solids 
were measured at all sites and Secchi disk readings were obtained at the 
lake sites. The results identified phosphorus as a continumg problem 
and mdicated that phosphorus input from tributaries continue to exac­
erbate this problem. The high phosphorus levels are promoting dense 
algae blooms that are putting the Volga Lake at risk for fish kills due to 
low dissolved oxygen levels. 

Upper Iowa has had a long history of working with the SQil and 
Water Conservation District of Fayette County. We feel this partner­
ship has been beneficial to both organizations. We are pleased that the 
University can provide value-added services to the resident of Fayette 
County. Our students learn new skills and gain valuable work experi­
ence when they intern with the Soil and Water Conservation District. 
Students can use cooperative projects to fulfill their capstone experi­
ences. We are continually looking into the possibility of working with 
the conservation staff in Fayette to develop an Area Wide Conservation 
Plan. 
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Iowa's Water & Land Legacy {IWLL) 
Iowa•s legacy depends on clean water, 

productive agricultural soils, and thriving wildlife 
habitats so all Iowans can enjoy the splendor of our 
state. The Natural Resources and Outdoor Recreation 
Trust Fund, created by an overwhelming majority of 
Iowa voters in 2010, is a permanent and constitution­
ally protected funding source to ensure these natural 
spaces are preserved for generations to come. Now 
is the time to fund the Trust. Join lowa•s Water and 
Land Legacy coalition today because ibs our respon­
sibility, it>s our time, and it•s our legacy. 

Lake restoration 

Trails 

Local 
conservation 
partnerships 

f 

Iowa Resource 
Enhancement 

and Protection 
(REAP) 

The Trust Fund will provide a much-need­
ed permanent and constitutionally protected funding 
source for conserving and enhancing water quality 
and natural areas in Iowa, including agricultural 
soils, fish and wildlife habitat, parks and trails. A 
sales tax increase approved by the legislature of 3/8 
of a cent will go into this fund It is estimated that 
this sales tax increase will generate over $170 million 
annually. Once funded, JWLL 'viii be distributed as 
follows: 

Natural 

Soil 
conservation 
and water 
protection 

Watershed protection 
Once funded, the Trust Fund guarantees 

that money in the Trust be allocated as shown in the 
pie chart above. As a constitutionally protected fund, 
it prevents money in the fund from being diverted 
for other uses; providing reliable funding for clean 
water and watershed protection, conservation 
practices, and wildlife habitat, which will grow as the 

economy grows. 

Please encourage your local legislators to 
fund this fund! Visit http://www.iowaswaterand­
landlegacy.orglgetinvolved/ to find out how you can 
support this important fund! 

LEADER 

The Iowa Farm Environmental Leader of the Year award for Fayette County was presented earlier this year to 
William and Rozann Dallenbach of Arlington at the Penningroth Center at the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines. 

The Dallenbachs have implemented conservation farming for a number of years and continue to be stewards 
of the land in the Fayette area. 
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Soil conservation lands Tellins Stewardship award 
By CHRIS DEBACK 

cdebad<@lhefayett8COllltyuruon.a>m 

J
eanine and Denms Tellin 
of Maynard were awarded 
"Best Steward of the Land" 
by the Fayette Soil and 

ater Conservation District last 
September. 

of workable ground and 30 feet on 
contour strips. Then they use I 00-
foot wide buffer strips between 
workable land and the two creeks 
that run through the far m to help 
catch what little soil might escape 
during a ram from reaching the 
creek_ 

The Tellins were nominated 
by their daughter Sarah Kendall; 
she felt they fit the award criteria 
for using the land in a sound and 
ethical manner. Reti red for two 
years, the couple had undertaken 
a number of different approaches 
to conservation of their 600-acre 
farm to mitigate soil runoff during 
heavy rain and flooding. The most 
practical approaches were creat­
ing contour strips and buffer filters 
between farm plots and creeks. 
They have about 120 acres in the 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP). 

The contour strips run with 
the slope of a hill rather than up 
and down, creating small darns to 
trap soil when the rain falls. The 
Tellins follow a pattern of using 
120 feet of workable ground and 
30 feet of contour strips, 120 feet 

Dennis Tellin always 
joked that the pond was 

free because he used 
water that rari off the hill 

to fill the basin. However, 
he still needed to buy 

equipment to excavate the 
site. 

Dennis and Jeanine went to 
contour farming after ;eeing first­
hand the effects a heavy rain can 
have on their land. 

"Back in 1999 or 2000, we 
got 9 inches of rain on one Sunday 
afternoon, and it washed so bad 
that we knew something had to 
be done," Dennis Tellin said. "The 
next year we checked into all the 
conservation strips. The next year 
we went to the contour farming." 

Another conservation tech­
nique the Tellins use, which is 
fairly common in northeast Iowa, 
is chisel plowing. It creates gullies 
that work as natural darns and help 
to save the soil. In addition, they 
rotate bean and corn crop, so what 
was beans one year will be corn the 
next and vice versa. 

"It is like having a darn ev­
ery 120 feet is what it amounts to," 
Dennis said about the chisel plow-

The Planter of the Future 
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Jeanine and Dennis Tellin of Maynard stand in a contour strip that helps to mitigate soil runoff during 
a heavy rain or flood . The Tellins recently received the Steward of the Land award from the Fayette 
Soil and Water Conservation District. 

Alerts. Maps. Data. More. 
FioldV>ow' • '>eedS Bt1og ghto that Oriw Doc ons 

FleldV16111f SE.. jSense 
~.-.;;.., ,al~ 'hll~-r~hllld,. 
,.,.._,.~ -~W'I.. ... .,..~lorow,. .. 

:;-:;-...:::::::::_~ . ...._...to un_,_..,u.-aaft.WIO" ~.,..~ 

Clean Rows, from the Cab 

CleanSweep 
ThiUI.-.•Ud..-..~ ........ ~"""'~~,,_.tllltr¥~,.._"""'ca-rv• .-.a- ~-~c:a.lolh._.CIID. 

ing. "It leaves more trash on top, 
which prevents water erosion and 
\vind erosion. 

"Corn following soybeans is 
99 percent of the time better be­
cause beans fix nitrogen and beans 
loosen the ground. You get a pound 
of mtrogen for every bmhel of 
beans, and you break up the disease 
cycle. for the corn and beans. 

"!he two have also created a 
one-acre pond on what used to be 
,Iough land that was never farmed 
and enrolled the I A I acres next tn 
the pond into a pollinator program. 
1he pond is one of Dennis proud 
est accomplishments. He jOked that 
the pond was free because they 
caught water that ran off the hill, 
but he still needed to buy eqUip 
ment to excavate the c;ite. 

These ambitious conserva 
lion efforts are the reason why the 
Fayette Soil and WaterConservahon 
District chose the Tellins for "Best 
Steward of the Land." 

"It speaks well of your efforts, 
it truly does" Jearune saJd. "You 
go by some fields, and you just see 
them washed away. When land 
pnces went up and rental prices 
went up, people were taking thetr 
strips out, and I didn't think that 
was the best thing." 

The Tellins, along with their 
daughter who nominated them, 
received a S20 gift card to Norby's 
Fann Fleet in West Union. 
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!1'11;11!-Ja.a.FQ~Ur.SJ'RY ADVDiORYCOMMI'ITEE 
~lleld Day~ u.l016 

Louis Christen Property 
Tlme Topic/Activity 

9:00am Registration (louie' s House) 18292 0 Ave., Elgin, lA 52141. 

9:30am 

!2:00pm 
1:00pm. 

3:30pm. 

Northeast Iowa Forestry Advisory Comm•nee (NIFAC) 
·Who are we and what do we do. 
-legislat ive update 

Louie' s W~ Shop-
·Bowl making and soooo much morel 

l unch (louie's Cabm) Catered by Edgewood Locker 
West side walking tour-

-Direct Seeding. even age management, thinnmg 
East side walkmg tour-

-Walnut quahty and value, uneven age management, weedmg 
NEIFAC meetmg for those that want to stay 

Please so we can get a head count for the noon meal prepared by the Edgewood 
Loehr There will be a $12 fee to cover the cost of the meal. @Pdalli@wJ.ate.gdu (515-294-1168) 

Instructors 

louis Christen- landowner and Wood shop extraordinaire 
Jim & Jody Kerns- NEIFAC Co presidents 
Todd Jones- log buyer (Jones l ogging) 

Roger Thomas- Retired Iowa legislator 
Gary Bever- Consulting Forester (Bever forestry Services) 
Jesse Randall - Extension forester, Iowa State Umvers1ty 
Paul Tauke - State Forester- Iowa DNR 

Dave Asche- District Forester (Elkader) Iowa DNR 
Jeff Seago- District Forester (Elkader) Iowa DNR 
Jason Walker- District Forester, (Charles City) Iowa DNR 
Greg Heidebnnk - District Forester, (Charles City) Iowa DNR 

Directions- Meet at louis Christen home (18292 DAve., Elgin, lA 52141) From West Union Iowa, take Hwy 56 (blmore 
Rd .) east t o DAve. Turn south and travel ~ mile to louie's home (East side of the road) . Map attached 

Supporting 
our area soil and water 

conservationists! 
Expert Well-Pump and Septic Service & Installation 

Becker Hardware is your 

Hardware, Plumbing, Heating, 
Electncal, Underground Wire 

Locating, Boom Truck, Trencher, 
Backhoe and Installation, 

DESTINATION! 

~GOULDS 
~PUMPS 

NEIFAC Field Day 
Louis Christen Property 

4-19-16 

1 JOO 2 600 ,......,_._ 

9:30am 

Fell 
5.200 

Assistant Vice President Executive Vice President 

1800 

N 
10ADO A 

319-283-4000 www.banknelwcin.com 
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Baumler Implements 
1306 HIGHWAY 150SOUTH 

West Union, lA 52175 
(563) 422-3835 

www.baumlerimP'ements.com 

Assisting the public on a daily basis 
at the Fayette County SWCD Field 
Office are (1-r) Aaron Anderson, 
NRCS distnct conservationist; 
Devin Brincks, NRCS soil 
conservation technician; Lori 
Kohlmeyer, IDALS conservation 
assistant; and Adam Grim, District 
Watershed coordinator. 

March 2016 

Fayette County SWCD Commissioners include (front, 1-r) Paul Hoeger 
of Maynard, and Rozann Dallenbach of Arlington ; (back) Richard 
Jensen of Elgin, Dave Drilling of Waucoma, and Bill Bennett of Elgin. 
Not pictured are Assistant Fayette County SWCD Commissioners 
Rod Marlatt, Eric Boehm, Judy Bennett, Dorothy Jensen, Rhonda 
Drilling and Bill Dallenbach. 

Fayette Co. SWCD staff, commissioners and board members 

Members of the Fayette County SWCD Foundation Board include (fro_nt, 1-r) Paul Hoeger of Maynard, and 
Rozann Dallenbach of Arlington; (back) Leon Deutsch of Wadena, Dtck Jensen of Elgtn, Dave Dnlhng of 
Waucoma, Bill Bennett of Elgin, and Rich Klann of West Union. 

·SUPERIOR SP 
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Soil & Water Conservation District Support Club 
The Fayette SWCD 

Foundation would like to thank all 
the people of Fayette County and 
beyond that have made contribu­
tions to the supporter club for 2015. 
Our programs are made possible by 
your continued support and conser­
vation efforts. 

Supporters 
Howard Adams, Ralph Bacon, 

Kevin Bouska, Inez Brown, Ursula 
Cordes, Kenton Cowles, Robert 
Cowles, D & K Simmentals, Patrick 
Duffy, John Falck, Harvey Fischer, 
PauVJulene Fox, Helen Franzen, 
Diane Granger, Tom Grapes, L. 
Charles Gray, Peter Green, Doris 
Gruetzmacher, Dale Halverson, 
Lavon Henn, Doris Homewood, 
Eugene Hruska, James Hurley, Iva 
Jean Kaune, Steven Kennon, Grace 
Knipper, Raymond Kueker, Susan 
Kuennen-Massman, E. B. Kunkle, 
Duane Langerman, David Leichbnan, 
Herman Lenz, Marilyn Mihall, Merrill 
Nerem, Stanley Ney, Tim Nuss, 
Bruce Pape, Mary Polk, Harold 
Popenhagen, Steve Potratz, Alan 
Rausch, Tim Recker, Joe Schekel, 
Odie Schrader, Robert Scott, Ron 
Seedorf!, Norma Springer, Lester 
Steffens, Nick Teig, Jim Tope, Robert 
Traeger, Donald Treloar, Gerald 
Vagts, Varykino Inc., Renee Voshell, 
Robert Warner, Watercress Run LLC, 
Eleanor Wingert, 

Savers 
Ronald Abbott, John Adams, PauV 

Jennifer Adams, Donald Alcorn, 
Gladys Anderson, Steve Arthur, 
Milton/Liz Ash, Joseph Bahe, Steven 
Baker, Jamce Balk, Bank Iowa, Robert 
Bas!>tltt, Bassett Pheasant Ridge, 
Charles Baumler, Ron Beermann, 
Wayne Bicknese, Jon Biederman, 
Ken Blockhus, Jim Bodensteiner, Ron 
Bodensteiner, Gerald Bam, Bowling 

Hearaty Hudson Farm, Jann Bowlus, 
Harold Bowman, Stanley Boyer, 
Brehme Construction, Brian Gibson 
Financial Service, Wayne Brownell, 
Gary Brownell, Robert Buhr, Veryl 
Burghardt, C & W Farms Inc., Bruce 
Cannon, Thomas Claassen, William 
Clark, CM Bowling Farms, Ron Corbin, 
James Costello, Alan Davis, David 
Derflinger, Stanley Diebel, Kenneth 
Diemer, Leonard Dolezal, Loras 
Drilling, Donald Durscher, Richard 
Egan, Bruce Ehler, ESW Sanders 
Farm, Daniel Fagle, Jeryl Fink, Four 
Strong Ltd., Sheldon Fox, Paul 
Foxwell, Edward Franzen, Charles 
Frieden, Ken Friedly, Gamier Farm, 
Gehrke Farm, Gertrude M Bowling 
Farm, J R Grafenberg, Galen Griffin, 
Norbert Hackman, Ma;X Hamlett, 
Brian Harper, HarTY Henry Electric, 
Heraty Hudson Farm, Heying Firms 
Inc., LatTY Hiemes, John Hoblit, Phyllis 
Holmstrom, Geraldine Hyman, Mark 
lmoehl, Eldon lngamells, David Irvine, 
Kyle Jacobsen, Norman Jones, William 
Kauten, John Kelly, Vema Kerns, 
Diann Kerns, Greg Kilcher, Kingsland 
Family Trust, Eldon Knoploh, DanieV 
Kathryn Kuennen, Leslie Lauer, Jean 
Leech, Janita Loftus, Anita Lundberg, 
Gary Matthias, McCormick Farms, 
Marian Mcintosh, Howard Meaney, 
Kenneth Meyer, Henry Miller, David 
Morgan, Rodney Morse, Donald 
Mueller, David Naffziger, Donald 
Nauholz, NEIA Realty & Appraisal, 
Eugene Nuss, Joseph Ogle, Ron 
O'Kones, Rosemary Oldenburg, 
David Palas, HarTY Pape, Donald 
Pliester, Pork U Pine Haven, Mike 
Puff, D & J Pumping, Randy Petsche 
Construction, Donald Rausch, Karel 
Rawson, Gary Reed, Russell Reeder, 
Aleta Reeder, Sam Ridenour, Roland 
Riensche, Florence Robinson, Daniel 

Roffman, Stephen Rourke, Roy T 
Post Trust, Kathryn Rays, Dean 
Rueber, Daryl Ruff, Willis Ruff, Anna 
Mae Schlatter, Keith Schlatter, Fred 
Schneider, James Schneider, LaWayn 
John Schrader, Darwin Schrage, Jed 
Siebrecht, Eugene Sieck, Charles 
Smith, Kevin Steffens, Geroge 
Steinbronn, Floyd Stensland, Merle 
Stone, Steve Story, Lavern Swenson, 
Szabo Construction, Lyle TeKippe, 
Gayle Tellin, Town & Country Real 
Estate, Ed Traeger, Judy Treloar, 
Konrad Verlsteffen, Kenneth Wagner, 
Joe Ward, Waskow Farm, Joseph 
Wingert, Roger Winter, DameVSusan 
Winter, Susan Wolf, George Woodard, 
Zupke Sand & Gravel 

Stewards 
Shirley Bagenstos, James/Nina 

Beeghly, Dale Calease, Citizens 
Savings Bank, JetTY Cole, Hugh 

Curtis, Lynn Darnell, Doug Egeland 
Tiling, Dummermuth Farm, Easton 
Water Conditioning, Egan Farms, 
Fidelity Bank & Trust, John Frey, 
Michael Friederich, Gary Gibbs, 
Loren Gross, Halstead Brothers, Torn/ 
Karen Hamlett, Jon Harrison, Bert 
Henderson, JDF Farms Inc., Margaret 
Jesperson, Pete Kalb, Lynn Kelck, 
KJ's Ag Services LLC, Alice Koempel, 
Wayne Koester, Gary Lehmann, 
Eldon/Carol Lenth, Kevin Lockard, 
McSweeny Farm, Richard Merkel, J 
Mohlis, Diane Mohs, Millard Nelson, 
Gene Pleggenkuhle, Catherine Reilly, 
Ronald Sanborn, Steven Schmitt, 
Marilyn Seedorf!, Russell Smith, 
Patricia Smith, T J Stecklein, Jonathan 
Steege, Darrell Steggall, Robert 
Swenson, Charles Underwood, Julie 
Woods, Randy Woods 

Water and sediment control basin. 

Sustainers 
RoberVMargaret Addy, Alan/Judy 

Albrecht, Ariach Limited, Bodensteiner 
Implement, Brancanova Limited, 
John/Deb Bruihler, Randy Helgerson, 
Paul Hoeger, Lone Pine LLC, Robert 
McMillan, McMillan Brothers, Nutri 
Hose Inc., Albert Pagel, Dan Rosburg, 
Hans Siemers, Viafield, Voncast 
Limited 

Benefactors 
William/Judy Bennett, BarTY Boyer, 

Tim Burrack, DarTYI Cannon, Dave 
Drilling, Hurdal Inc., Collin Jensen, 
Richard Jensen, Robert Kalb, Kemdt 
Brothers Savings Bank, Shiloh Farms, 
Warren T ratter 

Be where you 
need to be ON oR ... wE'VE GoTvou covERED. 

c 

and we'll take care of getting 
you your medications ... 

with our 
Free Delivery & Mailing 
and $3 prescriptions! 

We dig deeper ... 
H E A P E R! 

Talk to us about your soil consenation plans! 

See us for all your 

TILING· TERRACING· PONDS· WATERWAYS 
DOUG EGELAND TILING 
1761 Sand Road, Ossian • 563-532-9369 

4 7 Years Experience - L/CA Member 

OF~ 
ROAD 

11720 210th St., West Ultioo, lA 52175 
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Fayette County 2015 Windbreak Award Winner 
Dan and Sue Winter are the 2015 Windbreak Award Winner for Fayette County. 

Dan and Sue began planting their windbreak on the west side of their acreage in 1998 and 
added on to the north and south side in 1999 when they finished building their home. 

The Winters planted 94 Arborvitae along the road and to the north of their acer­
age, but the strong south winds killed some of their trees and they were forced to replant 
many of them. "It was very discouraging to see these trees die': said Dan, "but I had plant­
ed 25 extra by the creek just in case we needed to replant. We have used most of them." 
In 1999, they planted 55 Black Hills Spruce which surrounds the rest of their home. 

The Arborvitae trees were purchased from the Fayette County Commissioners 
when they held their tree sales. The 55 Black Hills Spruce were two and three footers 
that were purchased from the Fort Atkinson Tree Nursery. They were awarded some cost 
share for this project. 

The Winters are very proud of their trees, and would not change a thing when it 
comes to their windbreak. If they were to give advice to someone who was starting a 
wind break, they would tell them to start as soon as you can. It takes a long time after 
planting the trees that you get an established windbreak. They suggest that you don't 
plant where a strong south hot wind can hit your trees if you can help it. Dan suggests 
that you plant extra trees in other places so you can replace the ones that do not survive. 

Dan and Sue made this a family project. When their children were small they would 
take their wagon and buckets of water to water each tree all summer long. It gave them a 
sense of being a part of this big project. It was a very important job. 

Now the trees pretty much take care of themselves. Each year small unwanted trees 
have to be cut around and beneath their windbreak, but this is all the care that they re­
quire. They had a dog that kept the deer away from the trees when they were small, but 
since they are full grown, they no longer have to worry about the deer eating them. They 
are happy to see more wildlife living in their windbreak. They occasionally see pheasants 
and rabbits running about them. 

ln the future Dan and Sue plan to plant more trees. This time they will select 
oaks, walnuts, and other specialty trees to plant along their creek bottom. They will need 
to put in a fence to keep the deer away this time. 

Afield trip to Becky's Fen in Fayette County Iowa led by Dr. Jennifer Stoffel, Scott Figdore 
and UIU alum Derrick Klimesh (then a Wetland's Biologist). 

Dr. fermifer Stoffel talks with UIU students about soil characteristics for wetland delin­
eation at Becky's Fen. 

Upper Iowa soil and water conservatiotl class learn about soil horizot~s from 
Bob Vobora retired NRCS soil scientist at Dick /enset~'s Farm. 

Your Complete Service Center COMPLETE TRAILER 
SALES & SERVICE 

• Tires: auto, 11. truck, 
farm & commercial 

• Alignment 
• Hitches 
• Struts & Shocks 
• Brakes & Exhaust 
• Transmission 
• Fuel injection 
• Trailer Hookups & 

KELLY. TIRES 

'»DUNLOP 

'fare$ tone 

We also sell and install B&W 
Hitches, Rough Country 

Suspension & Snow Dogg Plows 

Avalolf Tire 10-201h St. SE 
Oelwein, lA 

(Next to K-Mart) 
(319) 283-4040 & CIJrVi~ aenftlr ,,~. 
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Kaylee Koch 
Fayette ounty oil And Water 

on crvation cholarship Winner 

103 E. Main, Ossian • 563-532-9165 
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Soil&Wa 
Conservatior1 

protect your land & inve~tmcnts ... 

Adequate Insurance. 
SEE YOUR NEAREST AGENT: 
Michael Insurance Agency 
(563) 422·6081 
michaelinsurance@qwestoffice.net 

A&J Petersburg Agency 
(563) 382·3627 
agency@ajpetersburg.com 
mlcnaellnsurance(Qiqwestomce.net 

Don Anderson Agency 
(563) 883-8012 
donanderson@hanmonytel.net 

Bieber Insurance 
( 563) 568-3435 
biebinre@qwesloffice.net 

Hintz-Ziegler-Miller Agency 
(563) 283-1555 
lyle@hzml.com 

Leslie White Agency 
{563) 423-5913 
msure@acegroup.cc 

Kelly & Miller Agency 
(563) 425-4569 
etlym llenns@1owa elecoM ~e 

~0 

Bushman Insurance 
(563) 562-9207 
agency@bushmanmsurance.com 

CIA Insurance Agency 
(563) 547-2382 
e~amfo@ciains.biz 

Kerndt Brothers Agency 
(563) 538-4207 
kbia@kerndtbrothers.com 

Hometown Insurance 
(800) 424-4929 
lhlinsur@ne1tel.net 

DECORAH OFFICE: 
Jim Clari<e, Steve Hildebrand, 

Dave Nienhaus, 
Charity Kuboushe 

Apnl Hamilton 

3 
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Summary of Conservation Accomplishments 

Conservation Systems Plans(no) 

Planned Applied 

188 107 

Conservation System Acres (ac) 

Planned Applied 

9,968 9,518 

Performance Summary-Field Measures 

Conservation Plans Written (ac) 

Cropland w1th conservation applied to improve so1l quality (ac) 
Cropland w1th conservation applied to improve soil health and sustainab1lity (ac) 

Cropland w1th an applied Soil Health Mangament System (SHMS) (ac) 

9,968 ac 
7,503 ac 

3.006 ac 
1,295 ac 

8,846 ac land w1th conservation applied to improve water quality (ac} 

Graz1ng land w1th a conservanon applied to protect and improve the resource base (ac) 316 ac 

lOS ac 
437 ac 

Grazing land w1th a conservation system apphed to ach1eve a sustainable forage-animal balance (ac) 
Non-Feder.1lland w1th conservatiOn appl•ed to 1mprove fish and wildlife hab1tat qual.ty (ac) 

Con>ervanon applied on land being actively managed for w1ldl•fe habitat (ac) 7 ac 
1,392 ac 

9,471 ac 

Fore~t land w•th conservation applied to protect and Improve vegetanve condition (ac) 
Conservanon Applied to improve Env•ronmental Quality (ac) 

Summary Conservation Practices 

Access Control {472) 
Brush Management (314) 

Comprehensive Nutrient Mgt Plans (102) 
Conservation Cover (327) 

Conservation Crop Rotation (328) 

Construct Wetland (656) 
Contour Buffer Strips (332) 

Contour Farming (330) 

Cover Crop (340) 

Cnncal Area Plannng (342) 

Farmstead Energy Improvement (374) 
Fence (382) 

F1eld Border (386) 

Fi lter Strip (393) 

Forage and B1omass Plannng {512) 
Forest Management Plan Written (106) 

Forest Stand Improvement {666) 

Grade Stabilization Structures (410) 

Grassed Waterway (412) 
Heavy Use Protection (561) 

Uvestock Pipeline (516) 

Nutrient Management (590) 

Prescribed Grazing (528) 
Residue Management, No-nil (329) 
Residue M anagement, Reduced-Till (345) 
Riparian Forest Buffer (391) 
Seasona l High Tunnel System 

Streambank Protecnon (580) 

Subsurface Dram (606) 
Terrace (600) 

Tree/Stu\lb Establishment (61 2) 

Tree/Shrub Site Preparanon (490) 

Underground Outlet (620) 
Wast e Separation Facility (632) 

Waste Storage Facility (313) 
Water and Sediment Control Basin (638) 

Wetland Restoration (657) 

Programs 

Conservohon Rese_rve Proqrom 

Program El ig1bihty Determinanons (no) 

Status Reviews Performed (no) 
Plans Developed for Emergency Grazing (no) 

Plans Modified to Include Emergency Hay1ng (no) 

Emmonme.!JlO~ Qua/1ty lncent]ve Program (EQII!)_ 

Number of Contracts (no) 

Dollars Obligated 

(On.J~anqn_.S:tew~rd¥)JP.f.!sHllil(!!_{_CJfl 
Number ol Contracts (no ) 

Do lla rs Obligated 

Acres Enrolled 

Planned 

687 ac 

18ac 

3 no 
919ac 

3,084 ac 
23 ac 

89 ac 

1,64Sac 

1,72lac 

235 ac 
16 no 

2,595ft 
32 ac 
28Sac 

354 ac 

6no 
280ac 
I no 
1,815 ft 
1425 ac 

186ac 
2,543 ac 
922 ac 
20ac 
2,180 sq ft 
1,67Sac 

37,839 ft 
47,816 ft 

61 ac 
131 ac 

16,318 ft 
I no 
I no 
2 no 
95 ac 

556 no 
291 no 

3 no 
3 no 

23 no 

$530, 565 

8 no 
$171, 356 
3,774 ac 

Applied 

30 ac 
9ac 

53 ac 

3,070 ac 

23 ac 
101 ac 

1,341 ac 

1,589ac 
41 ac 

I no 
850ft 
155 ac 

144 ac 

2 no 
153 ac 

3 no 
58 ac 

150 ac 

220ac 
1.484 ac 
1,699 ac 

24,097 ft 
16,738ft 
31 ac 
87 ac 

16,318ft 

3 no 

Major Projects for the DNR 
We all are involved in projects to help conserva 

tion in many ways. The DNR has projects on the ground 
at this time including Iowa Habitat . Ac~ess Program 
{IHAP}. This project encourages habitat Improvement 
as well as pubhc walk-in hunting. The D NR IS always 
looking for ways t~ promote natural habttat. 

The DNR Pnvate Lands partners Wlth the Sot! and 
Water Conservation Districts to provide wildlife habttat 
technical assistance to its employees and partners. Peri ­
odiC meetings and workshops are held to mform land­
owners about wildlife habttat tssues and the cost share 
programs avatlable to ass ist them. Clean water projects 
are facing us now and in the near fu tu re. PartnershipS 
all over the state will be formed to promote clean water 
programs. 

One of the latest projects (or the DNR Private 
Land!\ program involves gi_~ng advice and providing 
cost share to improve_condtttons for the Monar<h But 
tertlies and other pollinators. \Ve w11l be hcanng more 

about this in the near future. 
The DNR hopes to continue ns partnership with 

SWCDs in many counties and encourage Iowa Pr~duc­
ers to make sound land management decisions m the 
improvement of wildlife ha~itat and clean . water. The 
public can also help by looking for ways to 1m prove sod 
health. They need to develop a conservation plan for 
their entire property ~d then unplement practices that 
work toward sustainab1l1ty. 

Hunting and Conservation Camps are also spon­
sored by the DNR throughout the summer for boys 
and g1rls who age from 12 - 16. It IS never too early to 
teach good conservatiOn and huntmg practices. They 
also have programs for adults such as Ma_ster Gar~eners 
which encourage programs on conservation pract1ces. 

Greg Schmitt 

Department of Natural Resources 

March 2016 

Profitability and Conservation 
By William Bennett 

Learning to earn, earning to live, living to serve is part of the FFA motto that r 
learned back in 1952 when I took agriculture in school and joined the FFA. After 
64 years, 1 have learned a little and have more to learn, because when you can"t 
learn any more you must be dead. 

We all know that when soil washes or blows away you have lost your best and 
most productive soil along wit.h inputs, such as fertilizer, herbicides, insecticides 
and even the seed you have put into it. Another thing I have learned is that every 
time you disturb the '>oil you lose nutrients, and you have used fuel and cause 
more wear on your equipment, all which cost you money. Another fact is that the 
longer you can have somethil1g growing in your soil the better your soil health is. 
The more organic matter in the soil the better water soaks m and the better the 
soil stays in place. Conservation practices help us do all these things. An addi 
tionallesson learned is that when you have healthier soil. your can plant shorter 
season corn and have as good a yield and have less drying CO\tS which means 
more return for less cost or more profit. 

With no- till/strip-till you need to invest in fe, -.·er pteces of equipment, need 
less storage area for machmes, and in the case of no till need less horse power, all 
cost savers and profit builders. Another benefit is the fewer trips over the field the 
less compaction, which the cover crops also help prevent. \Vith both no-till and 
strip· till you disturb less soil , end up losing fewer nutrients, and bring up fewer 
weed seed~ so less herbicides are needed. 

Cover crops which are planted late summer or early fall and maybe one or 
many different plants, such as oats, rye, wheat, radishes, pe~s, rape, cl?vers and 
others help build organic matter, 1mprove soil tilth and builds organ1c matter. 
Some of the cover crop plants also reduce insect problems, sav_ing on insecticides. 

Our young renter told me that he cou1d tell the difference m power needed to 
pull his equipment on our farm over land that he rented from others that had not 
been no tilled and have cover crops and other conservation practice that means 
more profit for renter and landlord. 

These are reasons that our contract with our renter require conservation prac­
tices and can be more profitable while protecting one of our most valuable re­
source the soil for us and future generations. It takes time for us to learn, but we 
must Jearn even more. 

Partnership with 
Upper Iowa Student 

This year's Fayette County Natural Resource Conservation Service mtern 
is Alisha Vanderwoude from Michigan. She is currently attending Upper Iowa 

University and will be graduating in 2017. Alisha IS dou 
ble majoring in Environmental Science and Conservation 
Management. She was raised on a farm in Michigan where 
she cared for her horses and other anunals. She is from a 
family who loves camping. outdoor sports and htking 

AJjsha is very excited to be ,,·orkinf a .. an imern w1th 
NRCS. She feels she will be very helpfu as .. he is prepared 
to help in the offir..e with needed paperwork and the out 
door programs. She is ready to learn about conservation 
projects and she is excited to begin learning about a1J the 
different programs. She did not realize how ~uch work 
went into each program and the paper work 1t takes to 
complete each prOJect. 

Alisha Vanderwoude When she was young she loved science and math. She 
has always wanted to find ways to fit them together. In 

conservation she can see techniques that \\ill combine the two and produce suc­
cessful resu1ts. 

Conservation is important to her because she loves to be outside and enjoys 
nature. She does not like to see people misuse the land and our natural resources. 
She hopes to find a conservation position in Iowa after graduation. 
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MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 
Continued on Page 3 

CRP was contracted during the 
Upper Otter Creek Watershed 
From all of the practices imple­
mented the total amount of sedi­
ment kept out of the creek totaled 
1,854 tons of sediment/year. The 
goal of the project was to achieve 
3,900 tons of sediment/year from 
entering the creek. Once the new 
CRP is implemented in the Up­
per Otter Creek watershed a to­
tal of 2,221 tons of sediment/ 
year will be kept out of the creek. 
The Watershed Improvement 
Review Board (WJRB) contrib­
uted $65,075.78; IFIP/REAP 
contributed $8 1,042.19; USDA/ 
NRCS contributed $28.26l.l7; 
The l'ayette SWCD contributed 
$72,740.89 (a portion includes 
Iowa Flood Center funds); Land­
owner> contributed $68,847.30. 
The total spent on the project 
was $315,967.33. Decreasing the 
amount of sediment that enters 
the creek is important because 
currently there is no documented 
natural reproduction of trout in 
Otter Creek. Large amounts of 
sedim ·nt in cold water streams 
can mcrease the water tempera 
ture and make it inhabitable for 
trout. Sedimentation also de­
creases reproductive success by 
burying their eggs, and it nega­
tively impact benthic invertebrate 
populations that trout utilize as a 
part of their diet. . 

Fayette SWCD Report 

Kickoff meeting at Volga Lake, Volga River Rec Area 

Adam Grim 
Fayette County SWCD 
Watershed coordinator 

Adam Grim Volga Lake/Otter 
Creek Project Coordinator, Luther 
College 2013 graduate majoring 
in Environmental Studies. I enjoy 
fishing, kayaking and gardening. 
Employed by Fayette SWCD for 
two years. Continue to provide 
technical financial and educational 
assistance for natural resource 
conservation to our land users to 
ecologicallf enl11nce, promote and 
perpetuate conl:iervalton of nt~r 
landscape within the community. 
Improve water quality in the county 
and create a greater awareness of 
watersheds and natural resource 
concerns in our area. 

WEST UN~ON TRUCK 
& TRI~LER REPI~R 
• 8\l Cllt&GlS 1\81 

· a.u. '"'!~~t Btfl\B LADQf ·lllllS 
· 01 TRUCK 1i 
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2016 ARC I PLC Annual Contract 
Enrollment 

Producers are encouraged to stop by the FSA office to complete 
their 2016 ARC/PLC contract enrollment, sign their 2016 Adjusted Gross 
Income Certification, and inform FSA staff of any other major changes in 
their farming operation. 

Producers can help eliminate office congestion and long wait time during 
acreage reporting by completing enrollment for 2016 ARC/PLC during the 
winter months when the office is less busy. If triggered by commodity prices 
or revenue, ARC/PLC payments for the 2016 cropJear will be paid after Oc­
tober I , 2017. Since ARC/PLC payments are base on Market Year Average 
(MYA) commodity prices and actual county average yields, payment scan­
not be calculated until nearly a year after harvest for most crops. 

This is a reminder that ARC I PLC contract enrollment is an annual task 
and must be completed to be eligible for any earned payment. Failure to sign 
an annual contract will leave you with no safety net for any year a contract 
is not signed. Please don't put it off. Come into our warm office and get out 
of the cold while you have more time to complete this task. We thank you in 
advance! 

REPORT YOUR FARM CHANGES 
If you have recently sold/purchase~ land, are in the process of changing 

your current farm ownership to an Enuty or Trust, or are currently dealing 
with an Estate, you MUST notify your local FSA Office so your farm records 
can be updated. It is very important that your farm records reflect accurate 
information to retain full eligibility for aU FSA programs. This is especially 
apparent in Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) contracts. Your court­
house records need to match your FSA farm records. 

CRPVPDATES 
The Fayette County FSA office is in the process of mailing out Mid-Con­

tract Management (MCM) and establishment cost-share packets to all CRP 
participants who are scheduled for 2016 activities. With spring right around 
the corner it is critical you start the planning process early. 

CRP Mid-Contract Mana~ement Remindns 
Mid-Contract Management (MCM) is a requirement for CRP. Produc­

ers, who are participating in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are 
reminded to complete required MC. 1 activities as defined in your conser­
vation plan Spring burning ha> become a popular MCM choice, but 
planning an alternative MCM activity is a must in case Mother Nature does 
not allow you to burn, or a contractor cannot get the job completed. Exten­
sions are discouraged and will not be addressed until all planning options 
have been exhausted. 

Please make the necessary arrangements to get your practice complet­
ed BEFORE May 15 or AFTER August I Absolutely no MCM activities are 
to be completed during the primary nesting season. 

Once your MCM practice has been completed please contact FSA as soon 
as possible to finalize certification paperwork and turn in biUs so cost-share 
payments can be calculated and paid. 

Failure to perform P-lanned mana~ement activities accordin& to a 
conservation plan may lead to the termination of your CRP contract 
and the refund of aU payments received to date 

1815 State Hwy. 9 E. 
Decorah, lA 

563-382-3619 or 
800-319-3619 

....... 



Page4 Fayette SWCD Report March 201s·· 

Northeast Iowa RC&D Receives $165k 
Monarch Butterfly Conservation Funding 

Fayette County Pheasants Forever Tops 
$1.5 million in Habitat Expenditures 

The Northeast Iowa RC&D 
(Resource Conservation & 
Development) received fund ­
ing from the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation 
through the 20 IS Monarch 
Butterfly Conservation Fund of 
$165,000. 

This fund was established 
to ensure the conservation of 

the Monarch Butterfly due to the dramatic decline in Monarch 
populations over the past decade. Recent surveys of Monarchs 
show the population has fallen to as low as 10% of their 20-year 
average. Multiple threats are known to impact Monarch survival 
and experts agree that a decline in milkweed and nectar plants in 
the Midwest has reduced the capacity of the population to recover 
to sustainable levels. 

This funded project will bring together the Northeast Iowa 
RC&D, nine Northeast Iowa county Conservation Boards (includ­
ing Fayette County), and the Iowa Living Roadway Trust Fund to 
purchase land for establishment of a "Monarch Friendly" native 
seed supply that will be used to enhance and/or create Monarch 
habitat on thousands of acres of public land in county parks and 
roadsides. 

The Fayette County Conservation Board and Fayette County 
Pheasants Forever will be working \vith the Northeast Iowa RC&D 
to utilize these funds to purchase a native prairie, enhance already 
existing public lands with milkweed and other Monarch critical 
flora, and work with private CRP aqes to increase the available 
habitat and seed bank availability. These areas will not only provide 
critical habitat expansion, but \vill also be used to harvest seed to 
enhance additional acres. 

Fayette County Pheasants For­
ever has eclipsed a new milestone 
of habitat expenditures. The Fay­
ette County Chapter was founded 
in 1985. Since its inception, the 
organization has expended over 
$1.5 million for the establishment 
of wildlife habitat and public land 
acquisition. 

At the recent Pheasants Forever 
State Convention, Fayette County 
Pheasants Forever was recog­
nized for exceeding $1.5 million 
in habitat expenditure dollars. 
The chapter also finished and was 
named an Outstanding Chapter of 
the Year. Out of over 800 chapters, 
Fayette County regularly ranks in 
the top l 0 chapters nationwide. 

The Pheasants Forever orga­
nizational model is unique to 
all other conservation organiza­
tions. AU of the funds raised by 
the chapter, with the exception 
of memberships. is retained by 
the chapter to be used for habitat 
projects in that county. 

The fundraising event for Fay­
ette County and aU PF Chapters 
is an annual banquet. This year's 
banquet is March 19th, 2016. The 
banquet is held at Echo Valley 
Banquet and Reception Center 
in West Union, Iowa. Attendees 
will be treated to a prime rib 
or chicken dinner, followed by 
raffles, games, and auctions. These 
auctions and raffles feature guns, 
prints, furniture, and a vast array 
of wildlife related items. 

Occasionally someone \vill 

Fayette County Pheasants Forever Board Members accepting award 
for $1.5 Million in Habitat Expenditures at the 2016 Statewide Pheas­
ants Forever Convention on January 30th, 2016. Pictured Left to 
Right: Brett Whitcher, Rod Marlatt, George Schaefers 

comment that they don't attend 
or support Pheasants Forever be­
cause they don't hunt pheasants. It 
is important to note that many of 
our supForters don't hunt pheas­
ants. AI wildlife species benefit 
locally from the habitat created by 
the program. In fact, deer, turkey, 
and multitudes of non-game 
species often reap the benefits 
before P.heasants. We are known 
as the ' Habitat Organization:' The 
focus is on wildlife and soil and 
water conservation; all of which 
is improved as a result of these 
efforts. We urge all conserva­
tion-minded folks to support the 

efforts of your Fayette County 
Pheasant Forever Chapter. 

For more information. visit 
"Fayette County Pheasants For­
ever" on Facebook. 

Farm Insurance 
can be tough to 
plow through ... 

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT 
OUR LOCAL CONSERVATIONISTS! 

Before you start planing this year, 

it's a good idea to review your farm insurance coverage 

to ensure your farming operation is properly covered. 

Let our knowledgeable, friendly staff help you find 
coverage to fit your individual protection needs! 

FA!tliJlTUAL Kelly &. Miller Insurance 
lnsurance-forTownandFarm 144 S. Main , Fayette· 563-425-4569 
A POLICY OF WORKING TOGETHER. Lisa Kelly • Lyle Miller 

Make NAPA your first stop 
when looking for parts! 

Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m. · 5 p.m.; Sar., 8 a.m.- noon 

Quality parts, filters, 
accessories, tools & supplies 

for cars, trucks , farm 
equipment, imports and MORE! 

NAPA 
., 

AI/JO PIUlJS 
563-422-3896 

112 E Elm St.. West Union, lA 

lenders today to 
see how they can 

help you grow 
.,. ... ~>c>· ... er! 

t6fjCitizens Savings Bank 
101 Church St., Spillville • 563-562-3674 ® 

104 4th St. NW, Fort Atkinson • 563-534-7211 

109 N. Main St., Protivin • 563-569-8779 
u.a t JtJI\. 

1a I u 

Conservation 
affects us all ... 
and we are proud to salute those 

who join us in the cause! 

Visit our website to see how you 
can conserve energy at /rome! 

/ 
AUAMAKE~ •CLAYTON 
(l(CTOIC COO,,.ATOV( . www.acrec.com 

'out Toud~tonr fnrrty' Cooprnt~ ~ 

FDIC 
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This three day event is held each 

year in September at the Richard 
Jensen farm outside of West Union. 
In 2015, there were 534 kids and 27 
teachers from 13 schools that attend­
ed. 

The Fayette SWCD would like to 
thank all the volunteers that make 
this a successful educational event 
every year. 

Mike Siepker, Decorah Fish Hatchery, 
gives students an opportunity to learn 
about fish. 

Jon Steege, Volunteer, informs students of different 
wildlife species and their habitats. 

Richard Jensen, Com missioner, uses tires to demon­
-~trate how soil erosion happens 

William Bennett, Commis­
sioner, poiuts out parts of a tree 
and talks about the value of our 
woodlands. 

• New & Used Motors 
• V-Belts 
• Wiring 
• Power Tools 
• Starters 
• Alternators 

r.,_.,.,. 
Electric Motor - Repairing and Rewinding 

"On-the-Farm" SeNice! 

We work on all brands of corn dryers. 

Coverage & Service 
You Can Count On 

Farming is your livelihood and no one understands that better than Farm Bureau. Our companies were 
origtnally founded more than 75 years ago to serve the needs of farmers. Today you can continue to rely on us 
to be your one-stop resource for protecting what matters most your operation. famtly and future. 

Nanc::y Franzen 
POb492 
WestiXIO' 
(!163) 422-5299 

Francts Olson 
600ttwy18WSte 1 
West-
(563) 422-5299 

Call today to see how we make insurance simple. 

... FARM BUREAU 

··-· FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Bob Fassbinder of Fassbinder Apiairies, Elgin, teaches students about honeybees 
and their importance to nature. 

Eric 
Boehm, 
Assistant 
Commis­
sioner, dis­
cusses soil 
types and 
soil proper­
ties to 
third grade 
students. 

Norby's Farm Fleet has a great selection 
of ADS/ Hancor products to complete 

your drainage needs ... 
and to help you support the conservation of 

soil and water in Fayette County! 

\. '.. ' 

.,1 .... 

.. ········· 

Nor6 • Ffe~'? 
Your Hometown II Place to Shop 

219 N. Oak St., West Union, lA • 563-422-5343 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:30-6 p.m.; Sat 7:30-5 p.m.; Sun. 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Check out our website for more ways to save: www.norbysfarmfleet.com 



Page4 

Nor+J.. 2015 Update on the 
Water Quality lnit=ative 

The Water Quality Initiative was established during the 2013 legis­
lative session to assist the implementation of the Nutrient Reduction 
Strategy which provides a road map to achieve a 45% reduction in ni­

trogen and phosphorus losses to our waters 
using an integrated approach of point (cities 
and industries) and non-point sources (farms 
and residential areas). lbe initiative seeks to 
harness the collective ability of both private 
and public resources and organizations to de­
liver a clear and consistent message to stake­
holders to reduce nutrient loss and improve 
water quality. 

In 2015, 1,800 farmers committed $3.5 
million in cost share funds to install nutrient 
reduction practices in each of Iowa's 99 coun­
ties. The practices that were eligible for this 
funding are cover crops, no-till or strip till, or 
using a nitrification inhibitor when applying 

Matt Lechtenbe~g fall fertilizer. Participants include 980 farm-
Water quality coord•nator ers using a practice for the first time and more 

than 830 past users that are trying cover crops 
again and are receiving a reduced-rate of cost share. 

In addition to statewide cost share, L6 targ~ted Water Qualil}' Initia­
tive demonstration watershed projects have. been funded !0 help-imple-

:es~~t:nd !~~~ ,------------------, 
quality practices. 
The state has pro­
vided $7.4 million 
in funding to sup­
port these projects 

and has leveraged IP.!IIIiiiii~~~Sif~~~~: an additional 
$11.7 million in 
additional fund­
ing from partners 
ana landowners. 
More than 95 or-
ganizations are 
participating in 
these projects. 

In 2015, Four 
additional dem­
onstration proj­
ects focused on ...,.....,.....,...,. 

~~~~~!a~~ de~ Will Myers- Water quality project coordinator 

livery of water quality practices beyond an individual watershed have 
also received funding. These projects will receive $3.06 million in fund­
ing through the Iowa water quality initiative over the next three years 
and be matched by $2.59 million in funding from other sources. These 
projects include projects that will focus on expanding the use of cover 
crops, edge of field practices such as bioreactors and saturated buffers, 
and usage of water quality wetlands. A second round of funding for 
these projects will be awarded in early 2016. 

Nine Urban Conservation Water Quality Initiative Demonstration 
Projects have also been funded. The state has awarded $655,194 in 
funding and partners and landowners participating in the projects will 
provide $2.43 million to support urban conservation efforts. A second 
round of funding for Urban Conservation Projects will also be awarded 
in early 2016. 

For FY2016, $9.6 million was appropriated by the legislature to sup­
port the Water Quality Initiative. This appropriation will allow the Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship to continue to pro­
vide cost share, expand programs and work in targeted watersheds to 
achieve measurable water quality improvements. 

More information about the Water Quality Initiative can be found at 
www.CleanWate~. 

Fayette SWCD Report 

IMPROVE ACCESS to the TURKEY RIVER 

Would you like to see an improved water 
access: gentle slope, stable landing, riverbank 

stabilization, improved signage? 

Improve Clayton County canoe Lendlngs 

Acoeaslt46, Access 1138, Aocesa11132, Access 112, Access liS 

communltyaceschallenge.com 

COMMUNITY 
ACES 

MIIQIIIIIIIIM 

March 2016 

Social Media Voting Opens March 8-Aprill- Clayton County Water Access Improvements on the 
Turkey River 

Clayton County Conservation Water Access Improvement project has been accepted by the Isle of Capri 

Community Aces Challenge. The project seeks funding for 5 water access improvement projects along 

the Turkey River Water Trail. The public can vote for the project daily from March 8 through Apnll 
communityaceschallenge.com. Our community hils proven in the past that social media voting can be 

beneficial to Conservation trail projects. We were awarded $10,000 by the Wellmark Foundation 

Community Kickstart grant for land trail additions in our county parks in December through a similar 

social media voting. Help us receive $25,000 which will go a long way to improving Water Trail a~sses 

"The Clayton County Conservation Board is an honored recipient of the Isle of Capri Community Aces 

Challenge. We maintain the state designated Turkey River Water Trail portions crossing Clayton County 

and joining the Mississippi. Over 30,000 residents and visitors of Oayton County utilize the Water Trail 

annually. Unique Driftless area features along the trail heightens one's awareness and appreciation of 

our natural resources. Significant use of the water trail and fluctuations in the river degraded several 

water trail accesses. The Board will be making improvement; to five water trail accesses over the next 

two years. Concrete boat landings, bank stabilization and streambed improvements, parking areas, 

restroom access, shelter houses, fish habitat, native plantings and signage utilizing the National Gnd 

system will be assessed to maximize improvements along the Turkey River Water Trail at access n46 

(Friedens Park), n38 (Turkey River Park), n32 (Motor Mill), n12 (Osterdock) and ns (Millville)." 

Responsible farming 
is in our hands ... ~ 

... practicing soil and water 
conservation today will greatly 
benefit our future ~enerations. 

PIONEER. 
A DuPONT COMPANY 

enc1rca· 
The Endra~ Yield Stand & 
Nitrogen Managment Services 
allow you to manage acres 1n a 
whole new way, giving growers 
Information to help them limit 
losses & secure more prof1t from 
each acre! 

Schroeder Feed & Seed 
563-427-5310 • Hawkeye, lA 
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Green Tomorrow" 

Certified Wind and PV site 
assessor. sales, installation and 
service of on and off grid wind, 
and PV and SDHW systems 

TIMMERMAN'S 
TALENTSLLC 
Clean Power Today for a Green Tomorrow 

5381 Beagle Lane, Platteville, WI 53818 • (608) 642-2262 
www.tlmmermanstalents.com 

ProudiJ suaaoninu 
soli ani water 

conservation in 
nlrlhiiStlowal 

• 
I 

• 

aa-ume • crushed RICl • 111 ... 

BRUENING RICK 
PRODUCT 

M1 •tiTH.UY ST.. llCIUI.IDWA • 312-2113 

Our team of employees is specialized 
to meet the needs of our custome"' 

and provide expert advice on products, 
Se<Voce and trends throughout out 

Agronomy, Energy, 
Feed & Grain Divisions 

ooee 
www. viafield.com 
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Wt havt what you nttd: 

~ ~~av~~~n':::~ b~~~~~e~ o~~~:s~ 
fo~'!J:.ot•r waterers and designed a premium line of automatic 

waterers, the EcoFount series. The EcoFount I and 

~::iijpji;~111!lt3!!!~a!FJ EcoFount 2 are the newest, most energy 
f"' efficient, electric standard heated line 

of Ritchie automatic waterers. The flip 
top cover destgn will allow for easy 

cleanmg and maintenance and the fully 
insulated casing will provide excellent 

protection against the coldest winters. 

GeoComfort Compass Series ... 
~~~~. 
Compass Series heating and cooling 
systems' Industry leading design 
comb1nes the highest quality features 
w1th an appliance grade cabinet. That 
combination provides an expenence like 
no other, helping you make your home the 
most it can be. 

GAGE & GAGE 
Plumbing & Heating 

(563) 422-5691 OR 800-246-5691 
- ------6-'-'09 Hwy. 150 SOUTH • WEST UNION 

SWCDReport March 2016 

Helping You ... 
• With your ag banking needs 
• Conserve your most valuable a et 

~ ----· PIONe 

KJ's Ag Services 
Kerry Jacobsen 

Ph. (563) 422-7733 Clermont, lA 

Soil Conservation is a combination of 
practices used to protect the soil from 
degradation. First and foremost, soil 

conservation involves treating 
the soil as a living ecosystem. 

This means returning organic matter 
to the soil on a continual basis. 

At Crop Production Services, we are conunitted 
to being the leading provider of agricultural 

inputs in each of our rnarkets. 

We are dedicated to helping our 
customers achieve maximum success. 

When you meet and work with a member 
ofthe Crop Production Services team, 

we are confident you will see our 
strengths first-hand and 

"Profit from our experience." 

Crop 
Production 

Services 
~ 

I...Dvefand 
Oi.rStrength 
ts our People 

t., W at Union • 563-422·61 8 


