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Farm

Geiken pleased with no till plots

planters

He is so pleased with the results of the
experimént that he will repeat the
experiment on a larger scale next year,
though he will not convert his entire

BY ANTHONY HOPP
Times Staff Wriler

Stan Geiken is no newcomer to soil
conservation. He's been practicing it
for 10 years by contour farming. Bul
now he is trying something else lo
further keep his soil from sliding away
from his fences.

On two plots of the 550 acres he farm-

s, Geiken is testing out the no-tillage
method of farming.

No tillage means that he does nol disc
or plow at all, but plants seed in the
field the way he finds it in the spring

"It doesn't expose [reshly tilled earth
in the spring,’’ Geiken explained.

Geiken says that he was skeptical of
the method at first, but now he is
pleased with the results
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“Weed control was why 1 was
skeptical,”” Geiken said. *'"Many of the
best chemicals available for weed
control are dependent on water to work.
This was an exceptionally dry year, no
rain, but my weed control in those plots
was still good. I'm really pleasantly
surprised."’

Geiken went on to say that if this
method of farming worked well when
conditions are bad, then they should
work when they are good

He did admit, however, that this vear
the government allowed a heavier
weight of chemical than they have
before, which might have made the
difference in Geiken's field.

Geiken used two plots totaling 20-25
acres in his experiment in different
areas of his field and used different
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This row of corn on the Stan Geiken farm shows that his
weed control is excellent even though it is a no-ill plot.
Corn residue can be seen on the ground .

farmland over to no-till—at least not
next year One day he hopes to use all
no-till, however

*“I plan to do more whether it comes
out good or bad this year,”” Geiken said
“IET get it planted so it grows and the
weed control and the vield are the
same, | plan to step up year by year
until the whole farm is no till."

Geiken, a soil commissioner, well
understands the need for soil con-
servation

“The next generation has to have
something to eat,”" he said. "I think we
can grow the same amount of food with
no soil loss "'

Geiken said that in the ten years that
he has been farming, contouring the
land and using minimum tillage, he
stayed at or above the limits that

nature can replenish the soil

According to Geiken, nalure can
replenish about 8 tons of soil per acre
PEer year in Benton County, Most of the
larms in this area, he said, lose 12-15
tons per year

“There is no valid reason not to trv it
(no tillage),"" Geiken said. '"There is no
justification for doing it the old way just
because it has been good to you. Trying
I8 the only way you learn anything,"

Geiken claimed that erosion would be
cut in half if everyone would contour
farm, and that it would be cut in half
again \f they would all use no tillage.

“When [ came here 10 years ago
there were a lot of farmers plowing
straight up and down the fields. Far-
mers have made a long stride to change
since then,” Geiken said

“Soil erosion is not the farmer's
problem,'” Geiken continued, “‘It's
society’s problem. We all eat produce
from the soil. When that resource is
damaged we all suffer "

Farmers already
‘thinking spring’

BY PAUL ANDERSON
Chairman, Benton County Seil Con-
servation District

lowa farmers are *‘thinking spring.”
Yes, even in September, before the fall
harvest, they're planning ahead for
next year

That's especially true for no-till and
many conservation tillage farmers at
harvest time, they make the decision to
leave residues untouched over the
winter,

That makes a lot of sense. For one
thing, the corn or bean residue gives
protection to the soil over the winter
against wind and water erosion. For
another, it saves in several ways,
especially on soybean ground. There's
no evidence that fall tillage of soybean
ground increases yields, Fall discing or
plowing of soybean ground increases
:.rmsion. and wastes time, effort and
uel

Another point. Leaving residues
untouched in the fall leaves options
wide open for reduced tillage systems
in the spring. You have all winter to
read and talk about no-till, till plant,
disc, chisel and other reduced tillage
syslems,

The Benton County Soil Conservation
district Commissioners believe less
tillage is the key to protecling cropland
in the county against erosion. Sept. 13-
19 is Soil Conservation Week in lowa,
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If your plans include tiling, terracing, ditch work or
other conservation practices talk with the people at the
Vinton PCA office.

PCA has a term loan that can enable you to do the work
this fall and pay for the work over a period of up to seven

Stop by today to talk with Pat, John or
. Dan on how PCA can assist you with your
conservation and other farming needs
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and as county farmers think about soil
conservation, we hope they will also
“think spring’’ and consider minimum
tillage or no-till farming.

This is Darrell Kaestner's newly contoured field. He has
planted corn and beans, with a strip of alfalfa between

Ray concerned
about erosion

By GOVERNOR ROBERT D. RAY

| continue to share the concern of our
lowans about soil erosion. We continue
to lose millions of tons of valuable
topsoil each year. One soil-saving
technique of getting increased attention
holds considerable promise.

Conservation tillage—a method of
tarming that leaves crop residues on
surface after planting—can
significantly reduce soil losses to wind
and water erosion. Soil conservation
experts tell us that, when combined
with necessary permanent practices,
this type of tillage is one of the most
effective means available for protec-
ting our soil.

More than half of lowa’s row-cropped
farm lands are prepared for planting in
such a fashion without the use of a
moldboard plow. Two-thirds of our
farmers, about 85,000, have tried some
form of reduced tillage.

These figures indicate what in-
dividual landowners and farm
operators can do on their own initiative
to combat soil erosion losses. Reduced

tillage not only saves soil, but energy as
well.

lowa landowners and farmers have
always recognized the need to protect
our precious soil and water resources,
Only in recent years has technology
allowed more extensive use of crop
residue. Nearly all of the state's 22
million row-crop acres could benefit
from some form of conservation tillage
used in combination with other needed
permanent conservation measures,

A smaller but growing number of
farmers are taking the process one step

—

them Lo help stop erosion even more.

Kaestner begins contour farm

BY ANTHONY BOPP
Times Staff Writer

TIMESNEWS — Darrell Kaestner
got tired of watching his soil wash down
the ditch, so he did something about it,

Last year Kaesitner began contour
farming some of his land and was
pleased enough with the results that he
has contoured more this year.

Kaestner said he can already see the
difference.

“The water doesn't run down the hills
as fast as it used to,"" he claims, "It
saves on dirt and on water.”

Kaestner said he got motivated to
begin contour plowing after watching
his soil drain away. "I got tired of
watching the dirt go down the ¢reek,"
he said.

Kaestner redesigned his farming
methods last year with a portion of his
ground, taking out some fences in order

HAROLD CARR
PHONE 476-7583
DYSART, IOWA

DRAINAGE
ONTRACTOR

Tile Drainage-Back Filling
With Track Type Machine

further by switching to no-till—planting

their crop directly in the residue of the

previous year's crop with no other

preparation of the seedbed. No-till !
acres increased from 74,910 in 1979 to

111,636 in 1980. The number of farmers

using no-till almost doubled from 801 to

1,459,

The strength of our agricultural
economy always has depended on the
innovative and resourceful lowa far-
mer. Just 10 years ago, less than one
out of six farmers had ever attempted
to utilize reduced tillage systems. We
owe a debt of thanks to researchers,
implement manufacturers, equipment
dealers, soil conservation officials, and
especially to farmers themselves.
Without their willingness to accept
change, try new methods, and work
together, the significant strides made
through greater utilization of reduced
tillage systems would not have been
possible.

We must continue to look at measures
like conservation tillage as an alternate
means of conserving our soil and water
resources. The goals we have
established for our “lowa Soil 2000
Program' call for significantly
reducing soil losses in the next 20 years

Join me and lowa's 100 soil con-
servation districts in saluting our
conservation farmers during Soil and
Water Conservation Week, Sept. 13-19,
1981. We all need to work together to
insure that our state's precious natural
resources are adequately protected.
With your help, lIowa will continue to
lead the nation in innovative
achievements for soil conservation and
natural resource management.
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to be able to follow the contour of the

land. This year he has planted corn on
the highest ground in the contoured
field, put a strip of alfalfa beside it and
finished the lower ground with
soybeans.

Next year Keastner says he will move
the alfalfa strip up or n the field.

Kaestner said he can already see the
difference it has made.

“You can see the difference after a
hard rain,’’ he said. "It (the rain water)
doesn’t come rushing down the rows
now.

“It's easy to farm straight up and
down hills,”" Kaestner continued. *“'But
you have to save some soil for the next
generation. '

He admits, though, that contour
farming isn't the easiest way lo farm.

“It is more work. It doesn’'t make it
as nice to turn around in."’

Kaestner, however, has a trick for f
getting around much of that difficulty I
He has three 60 [oot walerways built
into his field that he says make it
somewhat easier to turn around in.

Kaestner said that he hasn’t seen a
great deal of difference in yields yet. |
“In the short run you won't see much of i
a change. but in the long run it will
benefit and you will be able to tell more
difference than if you had just been
farming straight over the years."”

Kaestner said that there are years
when you don't have to worry too much
about losing soil.. .but watch out for the
ones when you do

“'Some years you don't have real hard
rains that wash the soil away," he said.
“But one year you have one that does,
and that's when contouring helps."

Kaestner also spoke of a method that
anyone can use to see where soil erosion
is a problem

“You know there's a lot of erosion
when corner posts in a field that used to
stick up 3 or 4 feet now only stick up 2
feet. The extra dirt has to come from
some place."
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Soil and water appraisal available

“The most comprehensive appraisal
ever conducted of the Nation's soil and

waler resources will be available for

reference Sept. 1 in local offices of the
Soil Conservation Service and the

Agriculture  Conservation  and
Stabilization Service (ASCS).

" \SCS Chief Norman A. Berg said
the appraisal—which was called for by

the Soil and Water Resources Con-
servation Act of 1977 (RCA )—reveals

that soil erosion is critical in many
important farming areas in the Tinited
States, If continued, Berg said, these
high erosion rates will reduce the future
ability of the country to produce food
and fiber. He added that upstream flood
damage and other resource losses also

are likely to increase if current trends
continue,

The appraisal is published in two
volumes. Part [, Status, Condition, and
Trends presents data on soil, waler,
and related resources in the United
States. Part IT Analvsis of Resource
Trends, shows likely [uture con-
sequences if current practices con-
linue.

Explanation of conservation agencies given

DES MOINES— Have you ever been
confused about which government
agency does what in the field of con-
sarvation?

Conservation agencies in Towa often
cooperate on joint projects because
they have similar goals in conserving
natural resources. But through this
cooperation some confusion may exist
about what each does,

For example, if a farmer wants to
build terraces to protect his land, he
gets involved with more than one
agency. The US Department of
Agriculture Soil Conservation Service
gives technical help on where to put the
terraces and how to build them. The
Agricultural Stabilization and Con-
servation Service or the soil con-
servation district provides cost-sharing
funds. Soil conservation district funds
come through the Towa Department of
Soil Conservation.

Other major agencies involved in
conservation are the lowa Conservation
Commission and county conservation
boards, A brief description of each of
these agencies may help you keep them
straight,

There are 100 local soil conservation

districts in Iowa- one per county and
two in Pottawattamie County. Each
district is governed by five locally
elected commissioners who serve
without pay. The soil conservation
districts set policy for local con-
servalion projects.

County conservation boards, another
local agency, are established at the
discretion of each county. The county
board of supervisors appoints five
persons to oversee the operation of the
county conservation program and its
staff. County conservation boards are
authorized to levy up to one mill of
property tax for acquisition,
development and management of
county parks, museums, wildlife areas
and other natural areas.

The Towa Conservation Commission
is the state agency that provides
recreation areas, wildlife areas, forests
and natural and cultural preserves. The
commission also regulates outdoor
recreation activities and helps coor-
dinate the county conservation boards.

The lowa Department of Soil Con-
servation, also at the state level, assists
soil conservation districts with local
resource management and allocates

Willis Roth is shown looking at corn contour strips on his
farm near Luzerne, The Roth farm was the county winner
in the owner-operator division of the Iowa Soil Con-

servation Awards Program.

Willis Roth wins award

~ Willis Roth, Luzerne, was the winner
in the owner-operator division of the
Iowa Soil Conservation Awards
Program in Benton County.

Willis® son John, is operating the 240
acre farm which is protected from
erosion by 55 acres of strip cropping. A

29 acre {ield is terraced and all the row
crops are planted on the contour with a
system of conservation tillage.

Willis has one concrete structure
whicn protects the lower end of one of
his main waterways

Willis and John have stock cows and
John raises 150 hogs each year.

HUMMEL & SONS

CONTRACTORS

VINTON, IOWA

SINCE 1957

Assisting area farmers in conserving soil

and increasing production.

Using modern-Laser eqiupped

conservation equipment.

Let us help you design and install
a complete conservation program.

Phone 472.3320 (SHOP) - 472-2107 (KYLE HUMMEL)
472-2473 (BRUCE ERICKSON)

state financial incentive program
funds. The department also ad-
ministers the state's mine reclamation
laws and assists conservancy districts
in developing water management plans
for the state's six major river basins,

On the federal level, the USDA
Agricultural Stabilization and Cop-
servation service administers most of
the cost -sharing programs for soil
conservaton. These include [ederal
funds for a basic cost-sharing pogram
with farmers., forestry incentives,
emergency conservation funds and
special projects. Other programs in-
clude loans and price supports, crop
disaster relief. rural.clean water and
production adjustment. ASCS is guided
at the county level by locally elected,
three member county committees.

Another USDA agency is the Soil
Conservation Service. SCS provides
technical assistance to land owners and
operators applying soil conservation
practices. This agency is responsible
for developing soil surveys, monitoring
soil and water resources and organizing
small watershed and flood prevention
programs. SCS personnel work through
the soil conservation districts.

4-H clubs

meet

KANE BUSY BEES

The meeting of the Kane Busy Bees
was held at the home of Jill Pickering.
Roll call was ""Name Your Favorite
Athlete.'"" Members filled out
enrollment forms for 1962. The club will
meet Sept. 15 at the Keystone shelter
and then go to Newhall to have pictures
taken. Officers elected were: president,
Susan Kasal; vice president, Jill
Gillespie; secretary, Kristi Fran-
zenberg; treasurer, Ginger Gillespie;
reporter, Kristi Oehlerich; historian,
Michele Vileta,; photographer, Vicki
Vargason; recreation, Renae Selken
and Kelly Hennings, Talks were given
by Kelly Hennings on “What Every
Athlete Should Know,'' Susan Kasal on
“Fast Foods and the Athlete,” Diane
Vileta on ‘‘Calories’” and Amy

Pickering on “A Fast Fruit Snack."”
Michele Vileta, reporter

FREMONT LIVELY LASSIES
The Fremont Lively Lassies met
Sept. 14 at the Atkins Memorial Hall,
with 17 members attending. Project
sheets were filled out. Officers elected
and installed for 1981-82 were:
president, Linda Jacobi; vice
president, Becky Care; secretary,
Robin Becker; treasurer, Lou
McKechnie; reporter, Lynae Heins;
historian, Annie Sorum; recreation
chairman; Wendy Butler. New club
members are Janell Mitchell, Mindy
Schminke, Clarissa Howe and Kelly
Butler. Hostesses were Julie Krug and
Janell Mitchell
Lynae Heins, reporter

From left to right are Robb Morrow and Clyde Mer-
chant, Conservation Technicians, shown looking at new
narrow based terraces on a Rainbow, Inc. farm near Van
Horne. One of the advantages of the new narrow-based
terraces is that the initial cost is lower.

New terraces eompleted

Sixty-five hundred [eel of new narrow
based terraces have been completed on
A Rainbow Inc. farm near Van Horne.
The purpose of the terrace was Lo
reduce sheet erosion to 2 tons per acre
per vear. Jim Sage, Waterloo,
spokesman for the corporation, says
that he plans to use a corn-corn-corn-
gats-meadow rotation in the [urture
The terraces would keep soil loss at 4

Cost-share

TIMESNEWS — Farmers who want
to practice soil conservation but have
peen deterred by the cost of the par-
ficular program they want to enter
have another means open to them to
help offset such cosis.

" Through the lowa Cost-Share
Program, state funds are made
available to pay a portion of approved
goil and walter conservation practices.

These funds, appropriated from the
Jowa General Fund to the lowa
Department of Soil Conservation, are
allocated to each of Iowa's 100 Soil
‘Conservation Districts (SCD) and are
used solely to cost-share conservation
practices on land used for agricultural
or horticultural purposes

All cost-share agreements are ad-
ministered by local SCD com-
MiSSIONers,

Unfortunately, it seems there is a
cloud around the fringes of this bright
spot for farmers, and that is that funds
for the program are not as plentiful as
they have been in the past.

Any landowner who is a cooperator
with the SCD and who enters into a
voluntary agreement with the district
to install and maintain an approved
conservation practice is eligible to
receive 50 percent  of the estimated or
actual cost of the project, whichever is
cheaper,

Also, if a complaint is filed against a
landowner, the SCD may issue an
administrative order to correct the
erosion problem. In this case, the
landowner will be entitled to receive 75
percent of the actual cost of the in-
stallation of the soil conservation
practices

Types of practices eligible for the
cost-share program are: basin terrace,

Plan Soil
Conservation Today!

YOUR SOIL WON'T LAST FOREVER...

Over a period of years your land can be topped of it's nutritional
valve. It should be tested periodically and if necessary the
deficiencies corrected. Check for erorsion damage. .. It will pay you
money in the long run with o higher yielding crop.

Start Conserving

Iiiiinw 218 N.

Now!!

TERRA

CHEMICALS
INTERNATIONAL

Ph. 472-2343
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tons per acre per year with a corn and
soybean rotation, according to Floyd
Peters, district conservationist.

Slopes on the farm vary from 4 to 5
percent. A corn and soybean rotation on
these slopes, farmed up and down hill,
would result in the loss of 17 tons of soil
per acre per year. Sage wanted to make

program helps farms.

gradient terrace, level terrace, parallel
terrace, diversion, erosion control
structure, grassed waterway or outlet,
sediment and water control basin,
pasture and hayland planting, field
windbreak, critical area planting, tree
planting, contour stripcropping and
wind stripcropping.

According to Connie Lange, district
clerk for Benton County's Soil Con-
servation District Office, parallel
terraces and grassed waterways and
outlets are the most common structures
built under the cost-share program in
Benton County.

During the 1980-81 funding year, there

were 7 parallel terraces built -and 9
walcrways built. This year there have

The Future Of The Land

sure that this didn't happen on this |
farm so he installed narrow base |
parallel terraces. Waterway and tile |

work has also been completed on the
farm. Another reason for the terraces is
to insure that the new waterway does
not fill with silt. Conservationists feel
that soil loss should be less than 5 tons
per acre per year to keep the soil
permanently productive.

been 6 parallel terraces and 5 water- =

ways built, and one critical area
planting structure.

But this year's funds have already
been used up, and the SCD office won't
be getting any more until next June,

The Iowa Department of Soil Con-:
servation, in a report to all Soil Con-
servation districts, blamed reduced
slate revenues for the across-the-board
cut of the cost-share program. “The 4.6
percent across-the-board cut in
December, 1980, has been carried
forward to this year, reducing financial
incentive (cost-share) funds hy
$275,052 this year,"” the report said.

CONSERVE SOIL-STOP EROSION!

When you have a problem whether it be soil erosion or soil build-
up and need consultation contact’ the Department of Agriculture
representative for your area, he will be happy to assist you. The
longer erosion is left unchecked, the larger the problem becomes
to return soil to productive condition.

PROTECTING THE Farmer’s property...Means of
production and profits. .is our job. It’s a job that is
constantly changing to meet the needs of
progressive agriculture. 109 years of service o
Benton County Farmers.

908 W. 4th St.

AGENTS:

Wilson-Hite Ins., Inc., Yinton
Bill Strong. Vinton

Henry Von Eschen, Vinton

Vinton

FAR Y UTUAL

o | N1SUTANCE

EDEN MUTUAL INS.
ASSOCIATION

Ph. 472-2381

Van Horne Ins. Agency, Von Horne
Mclntire Ins. Service, Belle Plaine
Lutz Ins. Agency Van Horne
Bankers Ins. Agency, Tama
AFFILIATED WITH GRINNELL MUTUAL REINSURANCE CO., Grinnell, lowo
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Grovert plants 30 acres

of no-till corn

George Grovert planted 30 acres of no-

till corn in corn stubble in the spring of
1981, He wanled to see if he could
control weeds and get a good stand of
corn without any tillage previous to
planting. When he looked at his field
early in September, it looked like he
had achieved his goal

Allis Chalmers no-till planter. George
applied 3 quarts of Lasso per acre in 55
gallons of liquid containing 125 pounds
of nitrogen per acre after planting
When the corn was 6-8 inches high, he
applied 3 quarts of Banvel and 1 gallon
of 2-4-D on 20 acres. George cultivated
the corn once with a shovel cultivator
He feels that he has reduced his

Dry phosphorous and potash were production costs and has little or no
applied to the soil surface before erosion on a field with about a 12 per-
planting. The corn was planted with an cenl slope

SR

SHEFFIELD
BRICK & TILE CO.

The Standard of Quality &

SHEFFIELD, IOWA 50475

;.'_. FREE LAYOUT AND ESTIMATE
. Contact:
‘:; Office Phone 515-892-4354
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4 BRICK & TILE CO.
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operale the farm.

Pauline and George Grovert are shown examining no-
till corn on their Eden township farm, The corn was free of
weeds and the stand was excellent,

Ben Burrows decided to plant and
grow his 1981 corn crop using a system
of no-tillage. He wanted to reduce his
tillage costs and do a better job of
controlling erosion. In the fall of 1980 he
applied phosphorous and potash to the
surface of four-year-old alfalfa. In the
spring of 1981 when the alfalfa was
about 10 inches high, It was sprayed
with 2-4-D at the rate of 1 quart per acre
to kill the alfalfa. One week later it was
sprayed with 120 pounds per acrg of
liquid nitrogen containing 2
Paraquat, 3 pints of Alres, 3 pints
Bladex and 3 quarts of Lasso with a
spreading material,

Three days later on May 2 the field
was planted with an Allis Chalmers no-
till planter, One hundred pounds of
ballast was added per row to gel the
planter to penetrate dry ground

Floyd Peters, district con-
servationist, stated that when he saw
the crop on Sept. 10, the weed control
was excellent and the stand of corn was
about what Burrows had planned

* SIDEWALKS

* FOUNDATIONS

McDOWELL

Newhall - 223-5146

READY MIX

Vinton - 472-3184

The Harold Smith farm operated by
Michael and John Hanson was the
winner in the tenant operated division
of the Towa Soil Conservation awards
Program,

Forty-five acres of the 360 acre farm
have been terraced. All the row crops
are contoured and a system of con-
servation tillage is used, Nest year the

Left toright are John and Michael Hanson looking at the
grassed backslope on one of the parallel tile outlet
terraces on the Harold Smith farm. The Smith farm was
the winner in the tenant-operated division of the lowa
Soil Conservation Awards Program. The Hanson brothers

Smith farm wins award

Hansons are planning to use a system of
no-tillage on part of the bean stubble,

Two concrete structures have been
built to control gully erosion. 47,500 feet
of tile have been installed on the farm,
A windbreak protects the farm
buildings from winter winds. 6,600 feet

of terraces are to be built this fall on the
farm.

Ben Burrows is shown looking at no-till corn on his farm
southwest of Garrisofi, The corn was planted in alfalfa
sod. Weeds were not a problem and the stand was ex-

cellent,

L&D, INC.

VINTON, IOWA

NEW EQUIPMENT
3940 Forage Harvester
3960 Forage Harvester
714 A Forage Wagon
4420 Combine
653 Bean Head
8640 Tractor

USED EQUIPMENT
300 Massey Combine - 2R
IH-1256 Tractor
JD-4430 Tractor
2-Fox Choppers - 2R
JD-444 C.H. (used 200 acres)
Badger Forage Wagon

*SPECIAL — JD-700 GRINDER MIXER W/SCALE ATT.

$6500°° - No Trade

+ Parker Gravity Boxes
v J & M Gravity Boxes
+~Noble Chop-N-Chisel

+~ Wilbeck Digger Disk
+ Kelly Ryan Feed Wagons
» Snowco Augers

FINANCE WAIVER ON ALL NEW & USED TRACTORS
TILL MARCH 1, 1982 - PLUS - ADDITIONAL *500°° BONUS

ON NEW JD UTILITY TRACTORS.
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"YOUR JOHN DEERE DEALER
VINTON, 10WA
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TIMESNEWS — In years past, the
Benton County Soil Conservation
District has sponsored with Eden
Mutual Insurance Co. a conservation
speech contest.

Things have changed this year,
however. Instead of a speech contest
they are holding an essay contest.

The deadline to enter the contest was
- Sept. 9. Entries hadtobe a maximum of

500 words and the contest was open to

all students between grades 6-12.

The winner of the district contest will
be sent on to a regional conlest, and the
winner there will be sent to Lhe state
contest, where the grand winners will
be asked to read their essays at the
annual conference.

The Benton County Soil Conservation
District office recéived over 85 essays
to be judged.

Although the essays have not been
judged yet, following are some samples
of essays entered in the contest. These
are nol necessarily winning essays.

Dust in the Wind

By Jim Walton

The year |s 2011. Steve Bennet is
driving his government-owned solar-
powered truck out of his driveway for
the last time. The sun is shining
bﬂghll}r but Steve can hardly see the
road in front of him. For vears now the
dust storms have steadily ‘gotten worse,
blowing away the tiny amount of topsoil
left and dimming the sun across most of
the midwest.

Steve's world is one of widespread
starvation, where the U.S5, does not
export any food to needy countries
because it no longer has the ability to
feed even its own inhabitants, The

small amount of food Steve does
manage to raise is taken by the
governmenl to be rationed out to the
hungry millions of this country.

The problem is easily solved. What is
needed is to plant all of the farmland
with prairie grass, which will restore

Enkamat used
on Holst farm

Larry Holst, Dysart, had a waterway
which would not stabilize on the lower
end. He thought about using a concrete
structure but he didn’t want to spend
that much money. Robb Morrow and
Becky Clark, conservation
technicians, surveved and helped
design a system for controlling the
gully with a new product called
Enkamal.

Enkamat is a nylon mat-type
malerial coated with carbon black
which is laid in place on top of the
ground surface in areas where gully
erosion is a problem. It is then staked
down. The area is shaped and seeded
before staking the Enkamat in place,
The Enkamat serves to hold the topsoil
and seed in place until the seeding roots
and grows up through the excelsior
material and the Enkamat

Larry covered an area about 30 feet
long and 40 feet wide with Enkamat
The overfall to be controlled was about
4.5 feet high. The cost of the shaping
and the Enkamat was about one-fourth
as much as a concrete structure would
have been. It appears now that this
system will work very well to control
the lower end of the waterway.

BIG GROVE BUILDERS

The Big Grove Builders 4-H Club met
Sepl. 5 at the home of Allison Hicks,
with six members, two leaders and six
guests attending. Allison Hicks gave a
demonstration on “"How to Make Sugar
Cookies.” The girls were told lo be at
the County Extension Office inVinton at
8:30 p.m. Sept, 16 to have club pictures
taken. Record books were turned in.
Members talked about Family Night,
which wil be a potluck supper and
meeting Nov. 8. Officers elected were:
president, Patricia Christy; vice
president, Jenny Jorgensen; secrelary,
Allison Hicks; treasurer, Tina Geiken:
reporter, Kelli Merchant; historian,
,Carri Seiler: recreation, Susan Hln]}
"ping. Lunch was served by Allison and
her mother.

Kellli Merchant, reporter
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the soll, Later, after only a couple of
centuries, the grass is plowed up and
enough fertilizer is added until it almost
reaches the condition it was in 30 years
ago,

But how can the people be fed in the
meantime? The government chose one
out of every 500 farms to be allowed to
continue growing food, Steve's farm
was not chosen and it is being seeded
over with prairie grass. He is being
forced to move to the city where he will
stand in line for his food ration just like
everyone else.

Steve can remember back on his
father's farm in the 80's when the
government pleaded desperately with
farmers to use some of the conservation
measures which were proven lo save
the soil and keep erosion under control.
The measures were not that tough,
building terraces, planting trees as
windbreaks, and using no-till planting
techniques. But the farmers ignored the
pleas, mainly because they would lower
crop yields and involve more work

Then came the Illegal Trade Law in
which the government, faced with
either allowing the farmers to sell the
food abroad at a huge profit or saving it
for U.S. citizens, chose to shut down all
food exports for an unspecified time
limit,

This was followed by the Great
Farmer Revolt where individual far-
mers [ormed their own (trade
agreements with foreign countries.
This led lo the government take-over of
all farms, but it was too late. There
wasn’l enough soil left to use any of the
conventional methods of conservation
so the government was forced to use
drastic measures to save our country,

Steve knew all this but he really
wasn't thinking about it. He was
thinking of how, with just a little more
wark, the farmers of the 80's could have
saved the hundreds who were dying of
starvation every day. He was thinking

of how his life was needlessly torn apart
because the farmers of the 80's waited
until they were [orced to use con-
servation methods.

Steve turned for one last look at his
farm, but he could no longer, see it. It
was obscured by the everpresent cloud
of dust

Soil Conservation — The Farmers
Way

By Jan Struve

Millions of people everyday walk on
it, play on it and live only by what it
produces. What is it? [t's soil. Other-
wise known as dirt, mud, earth and so
on. Many take it for granted. It's
always been here and most think it
always will be. That's where they are
wrong. Our nations soil has been used
up faster that we can replenish it

To help replenish the soil we must
first take note of the waste of soil some
have been brought up with. For
example, to see dust blow across the
field and so called duststorms on
windy days, all of that is precious
topsoil. It is not uncommon to see snow
in the field covered with a brown film
from blowing dust. After a rain vou
may have seen the water run down
gullies as brown, muddy water. All of
this soil is wasted and flows down to
nearby rivers

Secondly, we must learn how to
prevent these types of problems. There
are many ways to conserve soil such as
rotating crops, contour farming, and no
fall plowing. Rotation crops is when a
farmer switches years for each crop he
plants. One year he may plant corn and
the next year hay. This stops the topsoil
from draining down a certain row each
year. Farmers may also contour farm.
That is to plant in circles on hills, going
around the hill instead of straight up
and down a hill. This is done so the

water won't drain  the topsoil to the

bottom of the hill Another way is not to
plow in the fall. To leave the end result

Left to right are Larry Holst and Hank Kavalier looking
at the newly seeded waterway which is also protected by a
mulch material called Enkamalt. The use of the Enkamat
will replace a concrete structure at this waterway outlet
and will only cost one-fourth as much.

ONOVER

TO
CARGILL.

II“‘ J

921 s a mﬂde;ately tall,

=2 G

.
-
(1)
'h'

4.
1
€.
e
c

'

sturdy plant

with excellent standability. It has great
yield potential for the heart of the Central

Corn Belt. Ears are long and slender..

dry

down fast. Harvestability is excellent. For
a hybrid that's a real money-maker, go
with 921, the Hot One this season.

MARKLAND
FARM & FEED, INC.

1510 West D Street
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of a crop, such as cornstalks, in the
ground. Then disk it in the spring, This
keeps the northern winds from blowing
the topsoil away in the winter months.
If the farmers want to plow in the fall, a
better way to plow would be with a
chisel plow. It's a plow that has teeth 54
inches apart and it shakes up the
ground, not just turn it over as an or-
dinary plow would do. It makes a hump
in the field and the hump holds
moisture so you're ready to work in the
spring.

These methods are easy to adjust and
help a lot in soil conservation. Let's all
try and do our part to make soil con-
servation a sound investment.

It's Our Loss

By Karen Ritscher

Soil, what is it? Is it really our
responsibility to care for il, keep it
productive, and use it wisely? *'It sure
is! "' quoles a Benton County farmer. He
added, ''In the last hundred years, half
the original topsoil has been lost from
Iowa’s soils."" What will happen to our
land in one hundred years? Will all our
topsoil be gone? This problem cannot
go any longer ignored.

Just how wvaluable is our soil? the

United States Soil Conservation Service
estimates that 700 million tons of soil

are washed down the Mississippi River
and into the Gulf of Mexico each year,
If a dollar amount could be placed on
this, it would amount to over 4 billion
dollars. These facts point out how
serious soil conservation is.

There are two main types of erosion,
water and wind. Water erosion takes
soll with it in two different forms. First,
sheet and rill erosion which removes
topsoil in thin layers and narrow
channels. This type can be easily ob-
served when the fields are bare,
Second, gully erosion. It gouges topsoil
and subsoil out of drainageways to form
deep gullies that farm equipment
cannot cross. This type of erosion can
be seen in the spring after the snow is
melted, and when there are heavy
rains.

Wind is the other natural force that
erodes the soll. Clear evidence of wind

erosion includes dust in the air and
deposits of windblown soil in road

ditches.
What then can a farmer do to reduce

erosion on his land? In many cases,

minimum or reduced tillage will help to
reduce water runoff with the added
benefit of fewer passes over the field.
Machinery used m minimum tillage
includes: chisel plow, offset disk, and
rotary tillers, such as a Sidewinder.
With reduced tillage one makes fewer
trips across the field and leaves plant

residue on top of the soil.

continued on page 12
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ADS farm drlinq- mhlng
#costs just pennies-per-foot,
|s light weight, easy to install and
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SAVING SOIL
AND MONEY

Two of the best aspects

of being a Sidewinder
Farmer

D&YV
| SIDEWINDER SALES

Ph. 472-4701
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m lengths and coils in 3" to 24" dmmeiex and eucaedsr speci-

flculmns in S.C.S. Code 606. ADS.
¥ Ever'fthmg you'd expect from the
#company that's been in plastic tub-
r: ing longer than any other.

S o

1803 Summer Street
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ADWCED ﬂRArNAGE SYSTEMS, INC

Andy Conn
Grinnell, lowo
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ADS green

.number 1 in the land.
Box 2478, lowa City, lowa 52240 (319)338-9448

(515)236-8438
Socsssssest

DAVIS LEASING CO.

One of lowa’s Largest Leasing

Companies of Farm Equipment
% NO MONEY TO BORROW

% BEAT THE HIGH COST OF INTEREST
% YOU GET THE INVESTMENT CREDIT
* 5 EQUAL PAYMENTS, 1 EACH YEAR AND
YOU OWN THE EQUIPMENT
% YOU CAN LEASE ANY NEW PIECE OF

EQUIPMENT WE SELL

KILL BROS. & BRENT GRAVITY BOXES
KEWANEE AUGERS 8'’ & 10’ ANY SIZE
KEWANEE HYD. FOLD WING DISC

WHITE TRACTORS

NEW HOLLAND TR85 COMBINES
NEW IDEA CORN PICKERS & COMBINES
SKID LOADERS-NEW HOLLAND, BOBCAT &

ERIC

CHECK OUR LEASE PURCHASE PLAN
REMEMBER NO ONE HAS A LOW
COST LEASE PLAN LIKE WE HAVE

AVAILABLE.

DAVIS LEASING CO.

A DIVISION OF DAVIS IMP. CO.
21 YEARS OF LEASING EXPERIENCE |

VINTON, IOWA
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Essay explains contour farming

Continued from page 11

Other methods o reduce erosion-are
stripfarming, planting on the contour,
and lerraces. Strip [arming  slows
waler runoff, and also serves as a [orm
of crop rotation. Planting on the con
tour helps keep the soil from being
washed away because water follows the
row around the hill thus allowmg time
for water to soak into the soil. Terraces
hold water and soil which then prevent
soll from being washed down the hill

Albright wins

family farin we have prac
number of soil conservation
They include construction of

strip farming, minimum

Ln Imu
ticed a
practices
lerraces,

tillage, and planting on the contour
It's easy, | guess, lo blame soil
problems on others, but the problems of

soll management are still here. We
learn to manage, use, and preserve our
soil resources or we will destroy our
ability to produce. Time 15 EOINE fast
and so is our soil. Now we must stop the
problem, before it stops us

conservation

award

Ron Albright, LaPorte City, was the
winner in the new cooperator division of
the lowa Soil Conservation Program in
Benton County

Ron owns and operates 85 acres and
rents 280 acres from Helen Mg
Candless. He uses a corn and bean
rotation and contours all the row crops
The row crop was planted with a
Buffalo Till planter which leaves mosl
of the previous year's residue on the
surface. Ron chops his stalks in the
spring and applies dry fertilizer on the
surface. After the crop was planted

A

least once
really reduced his fuel bill. He will use
less than 1,000 gallons of diesel fuel to
produce and harvest his corn and bean
crop from 365 acres,

with starter fertilizer, Ron sprayed 2%
quarts of Lasso and 1% quarts of

Bladex using 40 gallons per acre of 30
percent liguid nilrogen as a carrier,
Ron used 23 - 4quarts of Lasso per acre
for a herbicide on his bean crop. Most of

his weeds were controlled

All of the row crop is cultivated at
Ron said that this system

.
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Ronald Albright is shown looking at his corn which was
planted with a Buffalo Till planter. Corn residue can be
seen on the ground. This residue will cut erosion losses in
half. Ron’s farm operation was declared the winner in the
new operator division of the lowa Seil Conservalion

Awards Program.
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2 BUSHEI.S TOP SOII. I.OSS
FOR 1 BUSHEL OF CORN

3: That’s right! The average soil loss

\l| from lowa cropland figures to be

{ about 200 bushels an acre or about
iiwice the average corn yield in the state

“FOR LAND SAKE

{ROTECT OUR SOIL"’
\ MAHR
ONSTRUCTION, INC.

TERRACING CONTRACTOR
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LOWELL 472-2090
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Duane Dostal Is shown standing in beans on one of his
broad based terraces. They were built in 1961 and are still
doing an excellent job of controlling sheet erosion.

No-till planters rented
by many lowa counties

DES MOINES — lowa farmers who
want to try no-till farming on a few
acres with little investment will have
an excellent oppertunity in 1982,

The oppertunity exists because of
planter loan programs being conducted
across the state, This year, soil con-
servation districts, implement dealers
and others involved in no-till promotion
made planters available in 45 Jowa
counties.

There were 65 no-till planters and five
till planters loaned to Towa farmers at
costs ranging from no charge to $15 an
acre. Most costs were between $4 and §7
an acre.

Tractors, operators and monitors
were furnished with many of the
planters. Farmers were expected to

furnish their own fuel, seed and
chemicals.
William Brune, Soil Conservation

Service stateconservationist said. *“The
program is an excellent way to get limy
hand experience with no-till withouw g
lot of investment.* Farmers also could
hire custom operators to do no-till
planting in counties where the program
is not offered.

In Adair County, for example, 1981
was the first year a planter rental
program was available for no-till. Two
conservation planters, a four-row and a
SIX-row, were available from the John
Deere dealer. The Adair Soil Con-
servation District and lowa State
University Cooperative Extension
Service helped in the program.

The charge for either planter was $4
an acre, The price included a person
from the dealership who adjusted the
planter. An employee from extension
service or SCS was also available o
provide technical assistance.
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SCHULTE & SEVIG

DRAINAGE CONTRACTORS

Y LASER BEAM %

Lyle Schulte

Tom Sippy
Ph. 846-2475

WE SELL CLAY & PLASTIC TILE

BOX88
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XK TILING »

* WATERWAYS

In order to get planters to as many
farmers as possible, the Adair County
organizers limited each renter to 40
acres or less. About 40 farmers par-
ticipated and planted about 1,200 acres
of no-till corn and soybeans. Each
farmer agreed to keep records on what
was done, including yield checks.

Across the state aboul 650 farmers
took advantage of the planter loan
programs in 1981, planting an average
of 30 acres each.

Hrune urges interested farmers to
contact their local soil conservation
district or county extension service
office to see if a program will be offered
in their county in 1982, To participate in
the program, no tillage (plowing,
disking, etc.) should be done this fall.

BIG GROVE BUILDERS
The Big Grove Builders 4-H Club held
the local Achievement Show, June 25, at
the State Bank of Vinton community
building. Judges were Mrs. Leona
Gardlier of Garrison and Mrs. Bonnie
Rohlena of Keystone. Three members
of the club will go to the State Fair,
Connie Seiler with ““There's More to
Beef Than Steak' and Jenny Jorgensen
and Tina Geiken with ‘“Manners,"
Participating in the Fashion Show, July
2, al Trinity Lutheran Church were
Diane Christy, Cari Seiler, Patricia
Christy, Kelli Merchant and Susan
Klopping. At the Benton County Fair
home economics judging contest, the
intermediate judging team of Jenny
Jorgensen, Patricia Christy and Tina
Geiken was the top team. Kelli Mer-
chant placed third in juniors in the
county individual contest. Others
judging were Diane Christy and Susan
Klopping. The club gave to the 4-H
United Fund. The club’'s community
project this year was planting and
taking care of the flowers at the
Garrison Cemetery
Kelli Merchant, reporter

Gordon Sevig
Ph. 846-2205

Walford lowa 52351

waterway

Duane Dostal, Dysart, likes his
broad-based parallel conventional
terraces. He feels that erosion is very
minor on a 30 acre field which has some
slopes as steep as 8 percent (8 feet of
fall per 100 feet of horizontal distance)

Four parallel terraces were built on
this field in 1961. The waterway which
drains from them has not filled with
soil.

Duane uses a corn and bean rolation
and his tillage is done with an offset
disk. He uses Treflan and Sencar in
control weeds in beans. Sutan is in
corporated before corn planting.
Banvel and 2-4-D are applied alter the
corn 15 growing.

Duane and his family operate 520
acres. Duane is an assistant com-
missioner with the Benton County Soil
Conservation District.
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Drainage Structures

Laterals
Elbows Tees
Diaphragms Crosses
Reducers

Culvert Pipe
Wyes
Risers

PLAIN OR COATED
STEEL OR ALUMINUM

CONTACT:
DEL ROTH

Sales Representative ;
Marion, lowa, Ph. 319-377-5252

THE LEVINE CO.,
INC.
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APPLY

FERTILIZER

AND LIME
NOW...

Be ready for early planting.

if you fall plow or otherwise till fields for next year’s corn or groin sorghum
crops, it's a good idea to upplgeferhh:ar ahead of the tilloge. You con save
vﬂ:u{a!s days in the spring when the uncertainty of the weather can deloy
ting
P You can safely put down oll the phosphorus and potash, except that ion
ou may wont fo use in starter or row applications. For nitrogen, our
g:rhhzar Specialist advise you on the best nitrogen source, timing and mnfhod
0 liction,

Tﬂg fertilizer applied now will be dee f Lplm:ud and promote deeper rooting.
The nitrogen will give decomposition of plant residues on early start and your
soil will be in excellent cond:tmn for plonting.

Base your fertilizer applictions on soil test results. Set your yield goals high
and fertilize 1o meet those goals.

Let our Fertilizer Specialist help you. We have the fertilizers you need ond we
can even arrange for custom application if you wish. So come in today.

SEE US FOR YOUR
SOIL TESTING & CROP CONSULTING

VINTON
COOPERATIVE

Your Complete Source for Fertilizer Supplies and Seryices.



