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A Word From the Chair....
By Sherman Lundy,
Black Hawk Soil and Water Conservation District Chairman

In addition to serving as a Commissioner for Black Hawk County Soil and Water Conservation
District, I have been appointed to the State Soil Commission. One of the tasks at the State Level is to work with
the NRCS and the Legislators to secure good farm programs for all of the operators in Iowa. Topics including
Buffer Strips, Continuous CRP, Wetland Preserves, Strip Tillage, and No Till are among the many issues under
consideration. What is important for the Commissioners at the County level and even the State Soil
Commission is to hear from the operators in the field regarding their concerns and the kinds of programs that
lead to good conservation practices and better farming techniques. With the increase in heavy rainfall in Iowa,
we certainly need to consider buffer or filter strips along with grass waterways in fields where those practices
will help to infiltrate the water and prevent soil erosion. We strongly encourage all operators to contact their
Commissioners and the NRCS office to let them know they support these practices and the need for cost share
to cover the implementation of these practices. This is the information we can convey to the Legislators to
support conservation as an investment in Iowa's Farm Future.

Also, we would like to thank all of the schools who participated in the Poster Contest this past spring.
Hopefully, more schools and students will enter the Poster Contest with their entries supporting conservation.

How Do I Measure Up?
By James Gillespie
Bureau Chief

lowan's have faced a lot of challenges this past year, but have stepped up to confront those challenges
and taken conservation to heart. Protecting the soil and water of this state are ever apparent by looking at the
landscape and water quality.

Over 95% of this land is in private ownership and most of it is used for some form of agricultural
production. The balance is in urban, roads, utilities and infrastructure that keep our people and commodities
moving. All of these things are needed because I don't think there are many other states or parts of the country
that rely on all of their land and its resources to do this.

That is why it is so important that all of us (rural and urban) alike do all we can to protect the soil and
water. You all have tremendous resources available to you locally in your Soil and Water Conservation District
and the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service to assist you with your conservation needs. These

people have both the technical assistance and financial opportunities that can help address your concerns.
Your district has over 50 years of expertise in working with soil and water resources and the sound

technical solutions to resource concerns. If you have a conservation plan, it is a great time to review it to see if it

still addresses all of the resource concerns and your land use objectives. If you don't have a plan or can not find
yours, contact the local office for assistance.

As you begin this next year, (2010), take some time to walk around your property, looking at your land
use decisions, and are there some conservation needs that need to be addressed. Do you have erosion occurring

and is that sediment leaving your property? Have you identified your land with the watershed that you live in,
and are you having any impact on that watershed from your land?

If you had to evaluate your own resource issues, how would you say I'm doing? What would your
peers think of what I'm doing? Am I doing all I can to protect the soil and water, while maintaining the
productivity and use of my property?

EVALUATE YOURSELF AND YOUR LAND USE TO SEE HOW YOU MEASURE UP!
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 p
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 p
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p
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 b
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 b
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 m
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Wetlands
By Dan Borchardt

Wetland restoration provides a large number of benefits to the environment and is viewed more important now

than ever. There are many types of wetlands including fens, wet meadows, marshes, lakes, ponds, streams and

various other wetlands that all play a vital role in the natural world.

Restored or natural wetlands function like a large sponge holding water and slowly releasing water back into

streams or recharging groundwater. This function serves three valuable roles to improve water quality and to

decrease flooding. By holding water for long periods of time, sediments in the water can settle out rather than

being washed into streams and rivers. In addition, the plants within the wetlands will utilize the excess nutrients in

the water which decreases the number of pollutants entering our streams and groundwater. And finally, the slow

release of water will help decrease the severity and length of a flood

event.

Wetlands also provide valuable habitat for wildlife and recreational liii^S

opportunities for people. Wetlands provide a diversity of habitats lllii%IJ^Bi(

that support many species of plants and both game and non-game Siiiiiiii'1^^

animals. These areas afford countless opportuniti'es for outdoor

enthusiasts to enjoy, including hunting, fishing, bird watching, hiking,

educational programs and numerous other natural experiences. ^^^KSS^^ ^"W^

People have highly altered and eliminated wetlands through agriculture and urbanization. The Natural Resources

Conservation Service (NRCS) offers two easement programs/the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP) and Emergency

Watershed Protection Program (EWP) that restore and protect wetlands. Both programs are geared towards lands

that are less productive or have frequently saturated soils. The program goals are to take land out of production

and put them into an easement, where the landowner retains ownership of the land/ but cannot farm it,

eliminating the need for future disaster and crop insurance payments/ as well as decreasing the amount of

agricultural inputs on the land. Both programs have continuous signup, meaning a landowner can enroll anytime.

WRP has annual program funding, while EWP funding is only made available after a major flood event such as 2008

or 1999.

WRP requires 50% of the soils to be hydric (wet) soils occurring on

^ ^^i-.'-:^ farmed wetlands and converted wetlands or degraded wetlands

^.^;^S-^ii .J'-;'^'"'-'^,.;^'-^^;--^-'' ^^:.S^,i^ associated with agricultural practices. The primary goal of WRP is to

R'^T^2;&?!s^ri^^ -^ ; maximize wetland and wildlife potential on the easement to achieve
^...1..^....'../-.. r . __<»

^s:^^-l^^N;^;Ns^ —-<—. ^g optimal benefits.

; .,^,- s^ ff/l^ . ,; ;: ;,; ^ EWP does not require hydric soils or previous crop history, but

requires that the land must have been damaged in the past year or

;;^' : ;'. ^; , •l.':';; '.,..^,^^,^',;,^-^^ floods 2 of the last 10 years. Although cropping is not required, land

, ( ;•-•,<.;<' under agricultural production does receive higher consideration
^••:i ^.'.'•-^T'"^i-i~. , 1:'.";.'1 !.-^ ••••/':',. 'ft .ilil/'^'k;-'^-:';t^.

when choosing sites. The primary emphasis of EWP is to retire

frequently flooded lands and restore the floodplain function, with the added benefit of restoring wildlife habitat.

With current concerns about flooding and water quality, increased funding will be made available in the next

couple years/ allowing more WRP easements to be funded in the future. Besides permanent easements, there are

a variety of Conservation Reserve Programs such a filter strips, riparian buffers, and wetland programs that will

benefit water quality and wildlife. If you have land that can benefit from one of these programs or just an interest

in putting conservation on the land , please contact your local NRCS office or conservation organization.
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