
Levern Thyer receives State 
Watershed Achievement Award 

Upper Maquoketa River Water 
Quality Project completes th ird 
successful year in 2003 

By Came Boyer 
Lc\ em and Sh1rlcy Thyer of rural 

Fayette were recently named the State 
Watershed Achievement Award 
Winners an honor given by the 
Conservation Districts of Iowa at their 
annual conference in Marshalltown. This 
award seeks to reCOJ:.'fiiZe an individual 
who ha, made ~1gnificunt contnbutions 
to the solunon ot conservation problems. 

L v<m and Sturlev along With thetr 
'S(..O ( .rtJ r;..nn t I 0 .teres southeast of 
I avenc r1e • h}Cr5 0pcffitC 60 head of 
darry .om! s..-veral he3d of beef cows. In 
JUSt the pa<ii two y!flrs, Levem and 
Sf"tuley 1.1\ mst.JIIed more ..:onservation 

eN~ n the1r ta~ than many pt.'Oplc 
dom 1ds 

fhc l hvc.s ..are sO c t uttlizc 
lddtUr nal Cl~!)t ~hare fundmg because 

ul tl .. II land h wtthm the Gr.mnis 
( ek W<Jt r hcd G1 ann1s Creek ts 
currcntlv the r. us of t1 wate-rshed project 
mm d .... t u nr Vtrg the .fUality of Grannis 
< -~k. Durmg the three year project 
aUlit10nal COSl·~harc dollars ,Jn: available 
tt 'lroducer w hm tht! watershed to 
tmplem nt conscrv.1tton nraCIJces that 
will reduce the 1mount uf scdJmcnt 1nd 
nutnent" delivered to the 'trcam. 

changes m the way the Thyers manage 
their animaJ waste. They now have room 

mcrease m wildl ife. The Thyer's said It 
has been almost 15 years smce they have 

By Tom Sperfslage, Environmental 
Specialist Fayette, Clayton, Delaware 
an d Buchanan SWCD's Iowa 
Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardship 15 January 2004 

For the third consecutive yea r, 
landowners in the southeast corner of 
Fayette County have agreed to male~ 
substantial changes that w1ll benefit the 
fann, the Upper Maquoketa R1vcr. and 
ultimately, Backbone Lake. 

Lro"'' Tbyer. Sbirley Tbyn; Bill Bnmett 

The Upper Maquoketa R1vcr 1> a cold 
water trout stream that starts near 
Arlington and rur.s through Backbone 
Lake m Backbone StJtc Park Eighteen 
tish species have been identified in the 
River, induding the Amcncan Bnok 
Lampn:y, a threatcncd.'em.L-mgercd pec1es 
th:ltl kshkcan•.:c\. ThcR.1v 1 '-h'K:k~ 

w rn Br04 l.. Bro\\. n .lllJ R.unhN\ trout c n 
a put and take h.hls r ht> w;Jicr quality 
pro_1eU is sponsored by many groups, 
inclm.hng the local SWCD's. EPA. foY.;l 

DNR. Iowa Dept of Ag, ISll, USDA­
NRCS. the local Ht.:adwJters Council and 
others. 

For the year, grassed waterv.ays 
through the CRP were once again the mo~t 
popular pract1ce 10 tnstall. Nineteen 
agreements were completed wtth 
landowners and resulted m 143 miles of 

to store manure for over ~" o months. 
allowing them to walt until rondlttons arc 
optimal fOr spre.tdmg. Th1s ·ystem has 
worked so \\-·ell for them they are Jookmg 
mto expanding the structure m the future. 

seen a pheasant on thctr I arm. Less than 
a year after in~talling their tilter strips 
they began seeing pheasants on thetr 
farm. lltey agn.~ that there has be..:n a 
major increase 10 the number and types waterways being constructed. Since 
of birds present since mstalling the filter prOJCCt mception m September 2000. over 
and buffer stnps. 48 miles of grassed waterways have been 

Le\"ern and Shtrlcy have installed. 
implementcdapasturemanagcmentplan CRP filterstnps pro_ved to be the 
on almost 20 acres ofpasturcland. They second most popular p~cuce wtth elc\en 
have several addocks set u 10 which • agreements developed f~r almo~t ~8 acn;s 
cattle are c~ntlnuously :'otatcd 10 of treatment along the nvcr 1tself (or 1t s 

tributaries). Since project inception, over 
256 acres have been enrolled into the 
filterstnp program resulting m nearly 24 
miles worth oflineartreabnent along the 
nver and 1t's uibutanes. Filterstnps not 
only provide significant water quality and 
ero~ion control benefit!) but also create 
excellent pheasant habttat. Many 
~uccessful pheasant hunting tnps were had 
m the southern pan ofFayene County this 
fall, largely due to_good habitat such as 
filtc"mps. 

Over 103 acres were seed~!d down to 
a grass m the Strawberry Pomt area 
thmugb the CRP wellhead program. Tht> 
program looks to protect a zone around 
municipal wells. which helps pre\cnt well 
~<:'ntmnin .. 1W n du:.: to sur1..1cc ll·ttvtltc 

C'ontOUI farwmA wetland field 
\\ mdbrc.aks, terrae~,; md no-t11l l"oimHng 
\\Crc .llso .tdopted m the\\ ltcr:,}: <\I 
of the'>c pr.u.:IJccs, "'' m.Jttcr the si7c or 
extent. add up to a greater whole and good. 
Better wate quality 1s a direct result of 
all mdtv1duals doing what they can to 
reduce sediment and nutrient delivery to 
the: river. 

For 2003, over 3.32~ tons of 
sediment was prevented from reaching the 
river. Since project inception. calculations 
show that over 18,870 tons of -.ediment 
has been pn!\ ented from reaching th~ 
river. 

Farmland protectton. water quality 
and conservation take commitmenl. 
Many thanks are e~tended to all the 
ctUzens in the Maquoketa water.,hcd who 
arc makmg the long term changes 
m .. -ce~-mry to protect the f..1nn and the river. 

LCvem lnd Sh1rley feel that without 
the incentives they would not~ able to 
afford to mstall all of the conservation 
practi1..o!S they have. The mcentives make 
the tnstai!Jtlon <'f con~rvatlon practices 
more feasible. l.cvcm 1lso believes that 
in the future regulations may ·be 
tmplcmentcd that requ1re certain 
conservation practices to be installed 
without t:ost share money, such as waste 
storage fa~.:ilities. He feels that you can 
eit.her '"Usc 1t or lose it" in regard to cost 
~hare money and incentives and believes 
that resources such as watershed projects 
should be taken advantag< of wh1le they 
are available. 

The Thycr family ha.s mstalk-d clo~e 
to 14 acres of CRP. filter strips along 
streaJl1!) on their fann. Most ofth ;e arca!i 
had cattle on them with direct a, cess to 
the stream. These areas arc now excluded 
from cattle and arc seeded to brome. 
mcreasing wildlife habll<tt. Levcrn and 
Shtrley have enrolled ove1 50 acres of 
cropland into CRP. Produce" enrolled in 
CRP plant long-term, resource­
conservmg covers such as nat1ve grasses 
or trees to improve the quality of water, 
control soil ero~ion. and enhance wildlife 
hab1taL ln return, producers rccetve rental 
payments and Cost-share assistance. 

mamtam optimum forage heaghts. A 
grade stabilization stru,ture (pond) was 
also built to reduce gully erosion along 
With providing wildlife habitat. 

Mink Creek Watershed Project 

The Thyers recently constructed an 
antmal waste soucrurc utilizing Grannis 
Creek Water Quality and EQ!Pcost share 
mcenllves. Completed last Augus~ the 
manure waste structure has lead 10 many 

Twenty acres ofCRP contour buffer 
strips have also been implemented on 
several fields. The benefits of the buffer 
and filter stnps arc evident not only in 
the reducnon of soil loss but also in the 

The Thyers have turned thctr farm 
mto a conservation showplace and have 
be..:ome stewards of Granms Creek and 
Fayette County In jUSt a few yean.. Thoy 
should be applauded on the 
Improvements they have made n\Jt only 
for themselves and their farm but for 
everyone, as we all gam the benefits of 
conservation, not JUSt those that own the 
land or live on the stream. 

The Upper Maquoketa ruver Water Quality and 
Grannis Creek Watershed Projects are supported 
in part or in total by the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship, Division of Soil 
Conservation, through funds of the Watershed 
Protection Fund and by the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources through a grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency under the 

Federal Non-Point Source Management Program 
(Section 319 of the Clean Water Act). Technical 
assistance is provided by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation 
Service. All programs and services are offered on 
a nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race, 
color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital 
status, or handicap. 

By Carrie Boyer 
The Fayette Soli and Water 

Conservation D1strict has recently 
submitted a water quality project 
application for the Mmk Creek Watc"hed. 
Mmk Creek, a tributary of the Volga R1vcr. 
IS located in eastern Fayette and western 
Clayton Counties. This 12,348-acre 
watershed lies in the Paleozoic Plateau 
landform region and is dommated by 
rolling hills, deep valleys, and rock 
outcroppmgs. Of these 12,348 acres 66% 
is cropland, 21% is pasture/non-cropped, 
and the remaining 12% are farmsteads and 
roadways. 

As a cold water fishery m Fayette 
County, Mink Creek has been 
experiencing a major decline in angler 
mps. Fisheries Biologist, B1ll Kahshek 
said, •111e silt in Mink Creek as causing 
the declme m angler mps. Silt fills up the 

. deep boles and buries the rocky habitat 
and gmvel that trout need."' 

The goal of this project will be to 
1mprove the water quality ofMmk Crcd .. 
by reducing sediment delivery to the 
stream and to reverse the negati\"e impact 
that sediment is having on the cold water 
ecosystem. This will be achieved through 
as~isting landowners and tenants withan 
the watershed in the implementation of 
conservation practices and methods 
through mcreased cost share and incennve 
programs. Along With this, an educanonal 
and mformational campaign aimed at 
mcreasing public awareness of water 
quality issues will be undertaken. 

The Mmk Creek Water Quality 
Project Application has been fotwarded 
to the EPA for frnal approval and tt is 
ant1c1pated that the grant w1ll be awarded 
early m 2004, with fundrng available to 
mdividual projects by mld-2004. If 
funded, th is project will be a great 
opportumty for landowners within the 
watershed to take a large step forward m 
terms of cons:ervauon. 
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F'or ~our hard work ... ~a~nard Savings Bank 
salutes~~~ 

~ 

The Fayette County Soil awl ~ter Co11Servatiou District Commismmers are pictured above. Front row, from 
left: judy Btmnett, assistant commissioner; joyce Trotter, commissioner; and Will Ogk, assistant commissioner. 
Back row from left: Bill Btmtll!tt, commissimll!l'; Rod Marlatt, assistam commissimter; and john Grafmberg, 
commissi0111!r. Abstmt .from photo are Deb Dessel, Assistam Commissioner, Pau!Nuss, Commissio11er aud Richard 
Jmsm, Commissioner awl joe Wingert, assistam commissiotll!l' 

~Maynard Savings.~~~! 
637-2289 & Hazleton 636-2431 

Thank you! 
The Fayette County Soil and Water Conservation District would like 

to say "Thank You" to all the cooperators in the county who have refrained 
from tilling soybean ground this fall. By not working up soybean ground 
in the fall. soil erosion in the county has been greatly reduced. The number 
of fall tilled soybean acres has decreased from last year. 

Studies show that there is no economic advantage or benefit of domg 
fall tillage on soybean ground. We'd like to ask all of those who do this to 
please stop. By discontinuing this practice, you will not only be benefiting 
the environment, but also saving yourself fuel cost and time. 

IDENTIFICAnON STmMENT 
The Fayette Soil & Water Conservation District's Annual Report 

Published by the Fayette SWCD, Hwy. 150, 
120 N. Industrial Pkwy., 
West Union, lA 52175. 

Issue No. 6 
Published February 2004 

Statement of Frequency· Annuai.:...IY ____ _ 

We Salute the Conservation Efforts by Area Citizens. 

DNR Certified 
for water wells and pump work! • 

CUSHION ... 
Plumbing, Heating & Electric 

M(nnard (563) 637-249{:i 

&sto~s 
WATER CONDITIONING 

Easton, Your Certified Water Specialist Lv. 4 

Easton's 
Water Conditioning 

is proud to support 
soil and water conservation 

efforts in 
Farette Count, and 

surrounding counties. 

West Union 
1-800-7 45-5883 

~-~~~'-

~ 
Clean Water = Clean Living 
We thank area landowners for practicing water conservation! 

Make Gage & Gage your choice for on-farm 

WATER WELLS & PUMPS 
plus Amana heating & cooling, Geothermal heating & cooling. 

as well as all your plumbing installation & repairs 



Fayette County establishes 
new wildlife area 
Rod Marlatt 
Fayette County Conservation Board 

The Fayette Cow1ty Conservation Board is pleased to announce the acqutSillon of a new 
Wildlafe Area m Fayette County. This area will be known as the Glovers Creek Fish and 
Wildlife Area The area was purchased by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources with 
Uruted States Fish and Wildhfe funds. The Fayette County Conservation Board will be entering 
mto an agreement wnh the Iowa Department of Natural Resources to develop and manage the 
ma 

TI.is 187 acre parcel was acquired from Conley and Vicky Meyer of West Uruon_ The 
property encompasses most of the fishable portion of Glovers Creek and the upland crop 
around ll The area ltes adjacent to Echo Valley State Park JUSt caM ofWesl Umon. The parcel 
will be developed mto a public hunung and fishmg area. In the spring of 2004, the Fayette 
County Corutervation Board wtll be implementing bab1tat improvements such as tree planungs. 
nesung cover, and native grasses The Fayene County Chapter of Pheasants Forever has 
cornrruttt:d to fundmg these 1mprovemenb. 

The Fayette County Conservation Board would like to thank the Iowa Department of 
Narural Rewurces. Fayette County Pheasants Forever, and Conley and Vicky Meyer for lheir 
foresight m plac:mg thti valuable resource m public hands for all to enjoy. 

There•s just something 
about Leap Year-
Whenever people get something extra, 
that's special. We believe in this 
philosophy. We always try to give 
our customers that little extra effort 
and friendly personal service. 

So if you are looking for a little extra from 
your insurance agent, call our office today! 

How Will You Overcome 
lhis Winter's Heavy 
Blanket of Residue? 

Get planter-ready seedbeds with one 
pass of the 726 Mulch Finisher 

~the lack of rnln and snow has lett you 
wrth dry subSOil condrtloos. tough com 
stalks, and excessive soybean resrdue. 
then take matters mto your own hands 
wrth the John Deere 726 Mulch Rmsher. 

Wrth this proven 4-rn-1 tool, you can: 
• s1ze reSJdue 
o level your fields 
o prepare the seedbed 
o lncorpornte chemrcals 

All m one fuel-saving pass! 

The 726 Is desrgned to work eas<ly 
through hlgh-resrdue flelds Truf'llsttion • 
standards marntam consistent depth 
control. even in firm sorl Choose from 
three seedbe<l attachments rndudrng the 
5-bar COII·bne harrow. S·bar sprke·tooth 
harrow, and 3·bar sf11ke·tooth harrow 
wrth rolling basket ~·11 get just the 
nght sorl condrtJomng and leveling 
action for your conortions. 

So, stop waiting oo the weather. 
Stop by soon. 

HUB CITY IMPLEMENT 
1900 S. Frederick Ave., Oelwein 

JoHN DEERE (319) 283-4371 '(800) 498-4371 

S ol 1d Stable. Still John Deere. 
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The NRCS staff- front, from kft: Lori Kohlmeyer, Secretary, Lo ~nne Koch, Fetkral TeclmicUln. Angie 
Freilinger-Mohs, Soil Conservationist. Back: Royce Bowman, IDALS Temporary TeclmicUln, Carrie Boyer, 
Grannis Creek Waurshed Coordinaror,]erry MNjf, District GmservationisL Ahsmt from photo: Tom Spnft!Age, 
Upper Maquoketa Watershed Coordinator, Alan Crowe, State Technician, joe Wingert, District Employee, jim 
Wolfi, Part-time Soil Conservationist. 

North Fayette & Valley High Schools assist district 
During 2003 the North Fayette FFA assisted the district 

by helping plant wetland plants on district propeny and along 
Dick Jensen 's Nature Trail. Some of the FFAstudents removed 
trash from Otter Creek, while others planted wetland plugs 
in district wetlands along the trail. 

In the spring, the Valley freshman and sophomore classes 
came to the Ralph Houg Conservation Education Farm and 
planted about one thousand two hundred oak, ash, and walnut 
seedlings and then a ttended a s hort o utdoor class o n forestry 

management After this, some of the students walked the Dick 
Jensen Nature Trail, while others explored the sinkhole, ponds 
and wetlands on the funn. In the fall, the junior class returned 
to make and install tree guards. Some of the students made 
and installed the wire tree guards while others painted trees 
with a deer repellant 1bis is pan of a test to cheek different 
ways to protect trees from being damaged by deer. 

The district enJoys working with these fine students as 
they leant more about o ur environment and ways to enJOY 
and protect il 

Saves Iowa 
Farms! lding For You, 

Growing With You. 
We thank area 

farmers who practice 
soil conservation. 

119 N. Vine, West Union 
(563) 422-3151 

TRI LUMBER is proud to support and be 
affiliated with area farms and businesses 

that practice safer environmental practices, 
while preserving water, soil and air quality. 

Congratulations to area SWCD award winners. 

TRI LUMBER CO. 
1 03 Railroad St, West Union 563-422-3806 
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Revolving 2003 SWCD supporters listed----:..--­
Fund 
Begmrung Balance 07-01-02$1,100.09 
Income 
1M Reunbursemeot 
Computer Sales 
Deposits from 

1,905.00 
300.00 

Farmers Savings Bank 11,684.60 
Fabnc Income 2,780.00 
lloug Money Market Transf. 5,457.25 
Money Market Transfers 
to Checking 
Reg1onal Meeting Income 
Supporter Club 
Tree Sales 
Upper Maquoketa Reimb. 
Workman's Compensation 
Rctmbursement 
Total Income 
Expenses 

17,000.00 
362.25 

1,013.50 
2,620.70 
1,236.67 

426.00 
$45,886.06 

1M CommiSSioner Expense 1,046. 70 
1M Office Expense 858.30 
IUV 337.27 
Buffers V 5,000.00 
Checks Printed 45.75 
Computer 817.97 
Donations 811.97 
Educanon 1,283.70 
Fabric Machme 1,797.35 
Gifts Given 83.90 
GPS 219.73 
Grannis Creek Expense 973.03 
Houg Education Farm 4,514.10 
Meeting Expense 1,183.16 
Memorials 58.43 
Office Supplies I ,280. II 
Payroll I 0 ,000.00 
Postage 1,584.05 
Sales Tax 571.35 
Trees 7,6 15.42 
Upper Maquoketa Expense 2,323.57 
Total Expenses $44,405.86 
Endmg Balance on 06-30-03 $1,480.20 
Savings 
Begummg Balance 07-01-02 
Interest Earned 
Ending Balance on 06-30-03 

$659.26 
9.22 

$668.48 

The Fayette SWCD would hke to 
thank those who made contributions to 
the supporter club m 2003. The SWCD 
Commissioners and office staff work to 
educate and inform the public of the 
programs available to them. It is 
necessary to have the materials and 
flnancial support necessary to promote 
conservation and to assist our 
landowners, operators, teachers, students, 
churches, and cit12ens of Fayette County 
m the1r efforts to learn more about and 
prosper from our natural resources. 

Below you w1ll find the names of 
individuals and businesses of Fayette 
County and beyond who have made our 
programs possible. Please acknowledge 
these people for their generous 
contributions. Through contmued 
conservation efforts, we can aJI make a 
dafference. 
Supporters: Ralph W Adams, Mary 
Batterson, George Boess Jr,lnez Brown, 
, Larrd Cline, Ken Diemer, Pat Duffy, 
Don Eberhart, Virginia Fedeler, Jeryl 
FillY, Paul Fox, Sheldon Fox, Dorothy 
Gilmer, Bernadine Granneman, Ted 
Hageman, Mark Hamlett, Lloyd 
Hultman, Daryl Humphrey, William 
Kauten, Arlin Knief, Garland Knight, 
Sam Koehler, Louis Langreck, James 
Lcm, Colleen Marrs, Howard Meaney, 
Dorothy Medberry, MHRM Inc, Marilyn 
Mihall , Robert Mihm, Jason Moeller, 
Jean Montz, Hany affziger, NCM Inc, 
J1m Nolte , Donald Oelrich , Ross 
Pleggenknhle, Harold Popenhagen, Tim 
Recker, Lee Richards, La Verne Ries, Dan 
Roffinan, Randy Ruroden, Dan Schmitt, 
Robert Scott, Robert G Scott, Robert 
Smith. lola Stannard, Grace Sunness, 
Carolyn Szemkus, Don Treloar, Varykino 
Inc, Roberta Warner, Vera Winter, Savers, 
Dora Lee Albertson, Lavern Alcorn, Lane 
Ash, Robert Babe, David Ba1er, Irvin 
Bateman, Floyd Baumgartner, Charles 
Baumler, Kevin Baumler, Roger 

Beerman, Don Blaker, Killian 
Bodensteiner, Barbara Born, Stanley 
Boyer, Joe Breuer, Elmer Buhr, Gary 
Burger, Jerald Burrack, Ken Butters, Dale 
Calease, Robert Campbell, Curt 
Chensvold, Emory Christensen, Ron 
Copp, Kenton Cowles, Robert Cowles, 
Thorpas Davis, Deering Family Farms, 
Stanley Diebel, Merlin Dunt, Don 
Durscher, Don/Barb Ehlers, John Falck, 
Robert Finch, Edward T Franzen, Eugene 
Franzen, Leo Franzen, Gary Gibbs, L 
Charles Gray, Galen Griffin, Ed Gross, 
Wilhs Grundmeyer, Norbert Hackman, 
Howard llall, Dale Halverson, Charles 
Hanson, Brian Harper, Harrison Farm, 
Duane Hartman, Hawkeye Conservation 
Club, L01s Heick. Randy Helgerson, Ken 
Hemesath, Eugene Henn, Gladys Henry, 
Paul Hoeger, Mark lmoehl, James Ingels, 
Max Jenrungs, Robert Johnston, Carolyn 
Judy, Marilyn Juergens, Balz Kamm, 
Lyrm Kelck, Charles Kerns, Ray Kueker, 
E B Kunkle, Keith Lansing, Les Lauer 
& Sons, Herman Lcnz, L & H Ranch, 
Janita Loftus, Edith Mann, Karen Martm, 
Michael Meyer, Roger Michael, Janet 
Mitchell, Jon Mitchell, Don Mueller, Leo 
Mulford, Carol Nelson, Merrill Nerem, 
Stanl,ey Ney, Wilham Nus, Ron O' Kones, 
Victor Patterson, Darwin Peterson, Don 
Pliester, Eldon Polk, Matt Porter, David 
Rausch, Rausch Farmly, Cla~r Reed, 
Penny Reed, Roger Reeder, Roland 
Riensche, Helen Roberts, Elizabeth 
Robinson, Dean Rueber, Doug Rueber, 
Alfred Schlatter, Henry Schmitt, Darwin 
Schrage, Olette Schultz, Marilyn 
Seedorff, Ron Sccdorff, Marvin Seegers, 
Cheryl Sill, Ken Springer, T J Steck.Jem, 
Duane Stickfort. Steve Story, Ernest 
Streicher, Nick Te1g, Randy Tope, Jack 
Treloar, Robert Turney, Charles 
Underwood, Don Vagts, Dave 
VanDeBerg, Berniece Walsh, Kevtn 
Winter, John W Woods, J R Wynthem, 
Stewards, John R Adams, Paul Adams, 

The new AgVenture warehouse located just 
outside of Elgin, built by Valley Lumber. 

Schedule your spring building projects today! 

_c Valley Lumber 
A Division of Northeast Iowa Cooperative I 

''Your Remodeling Headquarters" 
807 Mil/ St., Clermont 563-423-5296 

A F Farms, Don Alcorn, Jon Andersen, 
Gladys Anderson, Sh~rley Bagenstos, 
Dorothy Bartels, James Beeghly, Ron 
Beermann, William Bennett, LuAnn 
Berthel, Ken Blockhus, Paul Boess, C M 
Bowling, Gertrude Bowling, Jann 
Bowlus, Arlene Broughton, Brownell 
Farm Ptnshp, Tammy Brownell, John/ 
Deb Bruihler, Don Buhr, Buhmam/ 
Wood, Don/Ann Burm, Very! Burghardt, 
Burrack Fanns Inc, Mabel Burrack, John/ 
Deb Cavanagh, Citizens Savtngs Bank 
Hawkeye, Tom Claassen, Jerry Cole, 
Betty Lou Cook, Stephen Cook, Ron 
Corbm, Jun Costello, Steve Cnder Sr., 
Sidney Crowe, John Cunningham, John 
Dessel, Mark Diemer, D & J Pumpmg, 
Dave/Rhonda Drilhng, DRM Fam1ly 
Ptnshp, Dummennuth Farms, Easton's 
Culligan, Richard Egan, Doug Egeland 
Tiling, Robert Eitel, L Roger Enckson, 
Dean Essig, Gerald Falck, Farmers 
Savings-West Union, Fauser Energy, 
First National Bank Oelwein, First 
National Bank - West Union, Harold 
Fischer, Dan Forsyth, Ruth Franzen, 
Mike Fnederich, Kenneth Friedly, David 
Gamm, Garlain Farms, Glenn Forth 
Farm, Gracy Market Ltd, Green Farms, 
Loren Gross, Gross Low Fanns, David 
Grovr, Halstead Brothers, Hawkeye 
Conservation Club, Roger Halvorson, 
Hawkeye Cooperative, Bert Henderson, 
Suzanne Henn, Larry Hiemes, William 
Hogan, Mike Holtz, Hoskinson Farm, 
Heraty Hudson, Hurdal Inc, IVA Inc, 
Kyle Jacobsen, Glenn Janssen, Lorraine 

Jeckel, Charles Jencks, Collin Jensen, 
Richard Jensen, Robert Kalb Fanns, 
Kingsland Farruly Fanns, Ron Knudsvig, 
Alice Koempel, Dennis Kohlmeyer, 
Daryl Knhens, Kunkle/Bany Fanns, C J 
Lensmg, Don Leyh, Joseph Lider, Dan 
Lundt, McM11lan Brothers, Rob~rt W 
McMillan, Don Martms, Gary Maurer, 
Maynard Savings Bank, Kenneth F 
Meyer, Kenneth/Helen Miller, Missildme 
Farms, D1ane Mohs, Jeff Moellers, 
Rodney Morse, Jerry Muff, John 
Muench, Tom Murphy, Mary Nagle, 
Myron Nagle, Millard Nelson Jr, Paul 
N1emann Construcnon, Northeast Iowa 
Coop, Gene Nuss, Paul Nuss, Will Ogle, 
Dwayne Ott, David Palas, Sidney 
Peterson, Ron Pleggenkuhle, PrairieAgri 
Entp, Mike Puff, Don Rausch & Sons, 
Karel Rawson, Eric Rehorst, Robert 
Reilly, Reliable Insurance, Florence 
Robinson, Dan Rosburg, Daryl Ruff. 
June Sanders, George Schaefers, 
Edmund Schmitt, Steve/Connie Schmitt, 
Francis Schnor, Shereen Schnor, 
LcWayne Schrader, Nick Serra, Vernon 
Shaw, Eugene Sieck, Hans Siemers, 
Charles Smith, Smith Fanns, Dwame 
Stahr, Floyd Stensland. Eleanor Swent, 
Russell/Roberta Smith, Szabo 
Construcuon, TeKippe Engineenng, 
Rick/Joyce Trotter, Don Ungerer, Julius 
VanDaele, Kenneth Wagner, Marc1a 
Whiteford. Earl Wilbur, Joe Wmgert, DJn 
Winter Jr., Don Woods Trst, Ron/Colleen 
Wymer 

NEW 1590 NO-TILL DRILL 

The best no-till 
drill for a reason 

The new 1590 No-Till Drill tops all 
other drills in its class for one simple 
reason: its new openers. 

Repositioned seedboot ensures 
seed is placed in the furrow 
One-piece seedbood is made of 

cast-iron for a long life 
Designed for no-till, but works well 
in all field conditions 

See us today for details about the 
1590 and its new openers. 

CLERMONT 
IMPLEMENT 

CLERMONT • 563-423-5206 

Solid_ Stable_ Still Joh'! Deere_ 



District Activities • 7-1-02 through 6-30-03 
AUGUST OCfOBER 
• Upper Maquoke1a Watershed swnmer bus 
tour was held. 

• SWCD approved the Buffers V grant for 
DIStrict Employee funding. 

• Muff reviewed the Memos of 
Understanding, EEO, and Ctvtl Rights with 
theSWCD. 

• $ 16,979.00 was received for the Iowa 
Financial Incentive Program (!FIP). 
• SWCD was reaUocated S 11 ,755.75 in 
REAP Practices and S 3,345.00 in REAP 
Forestry funds. 

• SWCD filled out application to h1re 
employee through Conservation Districts 
oflowa (CD!). 

• SWCD recetved $14,569.00 tn 

supplemental funds for the 2001-2002 Iowa 
Financial Incentives Program (!FIP). 

• Commissioner Fall Regional meeting was 
held in Dyer>Ville. 
• SWCD received S 9,722.00 in Volga Lake 
75% cost-share funds. 
• The 1M Budget and Spending Plan were 
approved. 
• Eight EQIP applications were submitted 
for funding. 
SEPTEMBER 
• Grnnms Creek Watershed Annual Meeting 
was held at the JSU Extension Service in 
Fayette. 
• Upper Maquokela Watershed Annual 
Meetmg was held at Backbone Golf 
Course. 
• SWCD recetved $ 1,500.00 in 1M funds. 
• Annual Farm Bureau Awards Banquet was 
held 10 Fayette. 
• Letter was sent to the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture requesting funds for 
technical assistance 
• Pheasant Forever Agreement was signed 
for Distnct Employee fundmg. 
• Mike Henderson, Grannis Creek 
Watershed Coordinator, accepted a job at 
NRCS m Waukon 
• Royce BoWJruln was lured as the Grannis 
Creek Wate~hed Coordmator 
• The dnveway at the Houg Conservation 
Education Fann has been completed 
• The Woodland Turkey Hab1tat 
Improvement Project application was 
approved for 2.5 acres on the Houg 
Conservauon Educauon Farm 
• Two EQIP applicauons were approved for 
animal waste structures 
• The Annual Educat10n Field Day for third 
grade student!\ was he ld at the Richard 
Jensen farm 

• LocaUy Led EQIP meeting was held. 
• In fiscal year 2002, there were 222 
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
contracts approved in Fayette County. 
NOVEMBER 
• Direct seeding of trees was completed on 
the Houg Conservahon Education Farm. 
• Richard Jensen aod Joyce Trotter were 
re-elected as SWCD Comrrussioners. 
DECEMBER 
• $ 13,0871.00 10 supplemenlal REAP 
Practices funds was received. 
• William Bennett and Joyce Trotter 
attended the Annual Conference in 
Marshalltown. 
• Annual Work. Plan was reviewed. 
• SWCD purchased a band held computer 
(RDA) to be used for field layout. 
JANUARY 
• Election of officers, appomtment of 
Treasurer, and appointtnent of Assistant 
Commissioners was held 
• Commissioner orientation was held in the 
basement of Fanners Savings Bank in West 
Union. 
• Sotl and Water Stewardslup materiaJs for 
2nd grade students were ordered 
• COl and NACO dues were patd 
FEBRUARY 
• Mmk Creek was submitted as a pre· 
proposal grant for Fayette County. 
• ACommissioncrTrammg Workshop was 
held at the Methodist Church in West Union 
• Farm Bureau grant was submJtted for the 
Houg ConservatJon Educahon Farm. 
MARCH 
• SWCD hosted the Sprmg Rcgtonal held 
at the McthodJSt Church in West Umon 
• Lady Landowner mcctmg was held in d1e 
ba<.>ement ofFanncrs Savings Bank in West 
Union. 

• SWCD received S 3,700.00 in 
supplemental funds for the 2002-2003lowa 
Financtallncentives Program (!FIP). 
• SWCD received S 405.00 in supplemental 
1M funds. 
• Rick Cordes gave SWCD a report of 
ongoing and completed projects in the 
Resource Conservation and Development 
(RC&D) office in Postville. 
APRIL 
• Annual Awards Banquet was held at the 
Methodist Church in West Union. 
• Ryan Friederich was chosen as the SWCD 
scholanbip wirmer of $500. 
• Valley 9th & I Oth grade students assisted 
with the tree planting at the Houg 
Conservation Education Fann. 
MAY 
• Royce Bowman accepted a JOb with the 
DNR Fisheries in Manchester. 
• Jun and Janice Nicholson were chosen as 
the !7Jiak Walton Windbreak Award winner. 
• Bruce and Doris Gruetzmacher were 
chosen as the Owner/Operator of the year. 
• LeVern Thyer was chosen as the 
Watershed Achievement/ ward wmner. 
• James Grace was cho:;en as the \VooJland 
Owner of the year. 
• SheUy Moeller, ISU studen~ started as a 
life m Iowa student for the summer. 
• Ninety-two. tax exemption forms were 
approved tolalmg 
1,644.87 acres. 
JUNE 
• Came Boyer was h1red as the Granrus 
Creek Watershed Coordmator to start m 
July. 
• Educatio•ml Day was held for the Grannis 
Creek 
Watershed. 
• 4 manure structures. 2 rowtional grazing 
applications, and ll no-till npplicauons 
were appro-..ed in fiscal year 2003. 

We offer you MORE 
MORE Loan Officers 
MORE Ag-Loan Specialists 
MORE Experience 
MORE Coverage in Northeast Iowa 
MORE Options for your Capita/Investments 

You work hard for your family, don't you deserve 
to get MORE from your financial institution? 

Savings Bank 
Your Financial Family 

www.kerndtbrothers com 

Clennont 
200MIISl 
(563) 423-5267 

Harpers Ferry 
315 West Chestnut Sl 
(563) 586-2166 

Lansing 
370 Marn St. 
[563) 5384231 "'(800) 577-5272 
W6$t Union 
205NorthVineSt 
1563) 422-W72"' (800) 568-42'5 

Member FDIC 

A .............. .. 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
JULY1, 2002 THROUGH JUNE 30,2003 
1M BUDGET 
Allocation 
Supplemental AUocation 
To1al Allocation 
Commissioner Expenses 
Office Supplies & Expenses 
3M BUDGET COST-SHARE PROGRAM 
2002-2003 Allocation 
Supplemental AUocation 
Total Allocation 
Spent or Allocated 
Balance 
2001-2002 Allocation 
Spent or AUocated 
Balance 
2000-2001 Allocation 
Supplemental Allocation 
Total AUocation 
Spent or AUocated 
Balance 
2003 REAP Practices Re-Allocation 
Supplemenlal Allocation 
Spent 
Reallocated under 2004 Funds 
2003 REAP Foresuy Re-Allocation 
Spent 
Reallocated under 2004 Funds 
Recalled 
2003 Volga Lake AUocation 
Spent 
Recalled 
2003 Upper Maquokela 319 Allocation 
Allocated 
Balance 
2003 Upper Maquokela WPF Allocauon 
Spent 
Recalled 
2003 Upper Maquoketa WSPF Allocation 
Spent o r Allocated 
Balance 
2003 Grannis Creek 3 19 Allocation 
Spent 
Recalled 

$1,500.00 
405.00 

1,905.00 
1,046.70 

858.30 

$16,979.00 
34,576.00 
51 ,555.00 
50,242.25 
$1,312.75 

$43,659.00 
38,477.45 
$5,181.55 

$43,663.00 
23,408.00 
67,071.00 
64,309.56 
$2,761.44 

$11,755.75 
13,081.00 
10,646.13 
14,190.62 

$3,345.00 
2,894.69 

375.00 
$ 75.31 

$9,722.00 
5,193.31 

$ 3,421.19 
$26,400.00 

15,748.40 
$10,651.60 

$2,800.00 
906.86 

$1,893.14 
$164,646.00 

83.869.37 
$80,776.63 

$ 110,150.00 
54,748.87 

$ 55,401.13 

Lansing Loan Officers, front from left: Greg Ptacek, Jim Kerndt, 
Kevin Baumler; hack, Greg Rea and Daniel Porter. 
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Field-scale Nitrogen demos 
refled small-plot results 
by Dan Burkhart, Fayette County 
Extension Education Director 

Two years of field-scale nitrogen (N) 
demonstrations on com-following­
soybeans show that N use is optimized 
when applied at rates between 90 and 120 
pounds N per acre. The results arc 
remarkably similar to the multiple-year 
small-plot N demonstrations conducted in 
the Maquoketa and Mud Creek 
watersheds during 2000-03. 

Chad Ingels, Nutrient and Manure 
Specialist with the Maquoketa Watershed 
Project said that thirteen produ.:ers in the 
Maquoketa River water.;hed hosted the 
field-scale demonstrations while 19 
producers were involved in the small-plot 
demonstrations. 

Field-scale N demonstrations were 
from ten to 50 acres in size. To initiate 
each demonstration, cooperating 
producers applied N treatments before, 
during orafter(side-<lress) planting either 
as anhydrous ammonia, 28 percent urea 
ammonium nitrate (UAN) solution or 32 
percent UAN solution in large field-width 
blocks at five N application rates (zero, 
60, 90, 120 and 150 pounds N per acre). 
The demonstrations were machine 
harvested using combines equipped with 
global positioning satellite-enabled yield 
monitors. 

Average yield for each of the five N 
treatments ranged from I 55 to 195bushels 
per acre. 

Residual nitrate-N in the cornstalks 
following corn rnatwity was measured for 
all N treatments. To measure the residual 
nitrate-N in the cornstalks, fifteen 8 - inch 
segments of the lowcrstalJc: were collected 
from each N treatment and sent to a 
certified laboratory. 

The check and 60 pounds N per acre 
treatments did not have enough N 
available to optimize com production. 
Both the 90 and 120 pounds N per acre 
rates were within the optimum range of 
700 to 2,000 parts per million (ppm), 
while the 150 pounds N per acre rate had 

excessive N remaining in the corn plant 
after marurity. 

The optimum range for cornstalk 
nitrate-N indicates a high probability that 
the appropriate N rate was applied to the 
crop to provide the most profitable return 
on the N investment. 

The average return to dollars spent 
for N fertilizer was calculated with N 
priced at 20 cents per pound and com at 
$2.40 per bushel. The best return to N 
fertili>.er, $70 per acre, was the 90 pounds 
N per acre rate. Application ofN at rates 
higher than 90 pounds N per acre showed 
no additional return to the N investment. 

Small-plot N demonstrations covered 
one-half-acre unifonn soil type areas; 
treatment areas were 15- by ~feet. To 
implement the smaller N demonstrations, 
six rates (zero, 30, 60, 90, 120 and 150 
pounds per acre) of N were applied at 
planting to replicated plots. Ammonium 
ni!Jate was used as the N souree because 
it is non-volatiJe. 

Averageyieldforthe90,120and 150 
pounds per acre rate all exceeded 190 
bushels per acre. 

As with the field-scale N 
demonstrations, end~f-season cornstalk 
nitrate-N was measured at harvest for all 
N trcattnents. The residual nitratc-N was 
lower at all N rates than in the field-scale 
study due mostly to the N souree being 
surface-applied rather than incorporated 
mechanically. 

Iowa State University Extension and 
Maquoketa Watershed Project staff John 
Rodecap and Chad Ingels thank these 
producers for hosting N management 
demonstrations during 2003: Mark and 
Larry Recker, Arlington; Jon Downer, 
Lamont; Bruce Reade, Center Junction; 
and John Kummerfeldt and Wayne Braun, 
both of Durant; and the Iowa Gorn 
Growers, for providing financial support. 

Fora copy of the 2003 demonstration 
results or more infonnation, contact Chad 
Ingels at Ph. (563) 425-3233 or Dan 
Burkhart at 563-425-3331 . 

Furniture • Floor Coverings 
Window Treatments • Bedding 

INTERIORS 
FIIIRIIE& RIOI CIIUIIU 
112 W GreeneSt, Postville (51;3j 864-7541 

Interiors Salutes Area Conservationists! 

Grace chosen Woodland 
Owner of the Year 

James Grace of Marion, is the Woodland Owner of the 
Year, chosen by the Fayette County SWCD 

Grace has owned woodland in the northeast comer of 
Iowa in Clermont Township, for the past four years. 

He began improvement on the land with a prescribed 
plan drawn by Gary Beyer through the national Conserva­
tion Reserve Program (CRP). 

Grace worl<ed acconding to the plan, which called for 
the clear cutting of many mature trees. This made way for 
three acres of new shrubs and food plots. His woodland im­
provements also consisted of 13 acres of timber stand im­
provemen~ three acres of tree planting, three acres of direct 
seeding and 12 acres ofharvest cunings. 

Grace's goal was to make his woodland a habitat for deer 
and turkey. He also saw it as an inv~ent for future gen­
erations of children to enjoy. His dedication and enthusiasm 
for forestry has influenced othelli in the community. 

" I thoroughly enjoy working with the land," he said. 
The Marion man has worked closely with neighbors and 

mends on his forestry projects. His devotion to continuing 
improvement of his woodland is evident in that this past sum­
mer he graduated from the Master Woodlands Manager's 
cowse in Waucoma. 

"It is more a personal award than anything for me," said 
Jim. He goes on to explain bow he loves to work on the land 
and improve it. " I never once thought! could get an award 
fori~" he stated. 

In the future, Gracec plans to continue with his timber 
stand improvement by removing older trees to make way for 
fresh young shrubs. 

"It's an ongoing process and project," said Grace. And 
it 's one he'll enjoy for years to come. 

Crop Insurance See Uf for ••• 

MILLER INSURANCE 
109 South Vine, West Union 

563-422-5810 
Tl•Slrff -fu~Atot 

Computer, TV & VCR 
Repair 

Proudly Supporting 
the FayeHe County 

Soil & Water 

WAYNE & DEL'S 
® ~.~~ ~u~on~Dv~!?an~~"'-* 

West Union - Phone 422-5751 busine55'trxnc•com•waydel 

Protecting 
Your Investment 

Celebrating 127 Years of SerYict 
to Northeast Iowa! 



30 Years of cost share 
and Iowa's water quality 

There has been a lot of attention 
leveled at water quality m recent years. 
A lot can be learned by studymg our 
lakes, rivers and streams; but m order to 
truly understand what lS happemng with 
water quahty m a state like Iowa, it is 
necessary to turn around and look 
upstream. What happens on the 
landscape has a huge impact on the water 
downhill from that landscape. 

Of the 157 unpatred waters in Iowa 
on the 1998 hst, well over half were 
ancluded because of sedimentation 
problems. Keepmg the soil where it 
belongs is not new to Soli and Water 
Conservaoon Distncts(SWCDs). In fact, 
u has been the focus of Dtstncts for well 
over 60 years. 

This year durmg Soli and Water 
Conservanon Week, November 16-22, 
we are celebrntmg 30 years of the "first 
in the nation" sotl consetvation Financial 
lncenoves Progrnm. Over its lifenme, 

the State oflowa has invested overS 150 
million in financial incentives to assist 
landowners to protect their farms from 
the damaging effects of soil erosion. 
Those same landowners have invested an 
equal amount from their own 
pocketbooks, stimulating tremendous 
economic activity in locaJ communities 
throughout Iowa. 

lbe Dtvtston of Soli Conservation 
esnmates that we have stopped over 18 
million tons of fertile topsoil from 
escapmg our fields 10 that 30 year 
nmeframe. That is enough prectous black 
soil to provide a six-inch layer for over 
20,000 football fields. Put another way, 
the soil saved m the hfetime of the Iowa 
Financial Incentives Program would 
cover all four lanes of an interstate 
highway stretching from California to 
New York. Of course a good share of 
the lost soil may have found tts way to 
our state's waterways, so m effect, 

SWCDs have been a parmer in improving 
water quality for years. 

Improving water quality isn't 
difficult to understand. Placing 
waterways, terrnces, grnde stabilization 
structures, and diversions in the right 
locations, save soil and preserve water 
quahty. Reducing tiUage and leaving 
crop restdue on the soil surfuce improve 
soil quahty and reduce the movement of 
soil as well. In the end, soi l conservation 
work means that less sediment makes its 
way to the water. 

We can' t go wrong. By investing m 
soil conservation, we get the best ofboth 
worlds: we unprove the productivity of 
our farms and keep sediment out of our 
water That 's a win-win scenario where 
everyone benefits. 

BiUEhm 

Y(@[U)[;l Success ... 
~ ' Is @[U)[;l Success! 

I 'l 

We're Here .. . 
We Care .. . 

Let's work together 
to get those 

"Successes" 
First National Bank, 
West Union is proud to 
support the soil and water 
conservation efforts of area 
farmers and landowners. 

Pictured: Ag Loan 
Specialists, front from left: 
Mark Moser, Brian Reichter; 
back, Shari Lauer, Jill 
Kaeppel and Barb Lauer. 

First National Bank 
r..u~-..... 
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State budget freezes affect district 
By Btll Bennett 

The state of Iowa froze money for 
conservanon twice in 2003 and once in 
2002. This acuon has certainly had an 
adverse effect on consetvation work in the 
state. The freeze 10 2002 and the one thts 
fall dtd not affect contracts that had 
already been approved by dts trict 
commissioners, but did prevent use of 
funds allocated to conservation d!stncts. 
The freeze in the spring of2003 prevented 
districts from paying for supplies 
purchased and work done if the project 
was not completed at the time of the 
freeze. 

The Fayette Sot! & Water 
Conservation District had one project that 
was started when the freeze went into 
effect, where the contractor had already 
put over S 18,000 of out of pocket costs 
into the ground. Without eost share money 
the fanner was not going to be unable to 
pay the total costs of the te rrace and 
waterway project that had been started. 
This project was very irnportmtto the well 
being of Backbone Lake, which is an 
important tourist attraction in northeast 
Iowa. The fall off in usage of the park has 
caused some local businesses to go out o f 
business. This is only one of sever:.l 
projects that were affected 

Everyone was fortunate that the 
general public, Land Improvement 
Contractors and Conservation 01stnct 
Commissioner immediately contacted 
thc1 r state legislators and several hundred 
of them went to Des Moines to meet with 
leg~slators. The fastest legislative action 
that happened 10 the history of the state 
enabled the legislators to find the money 
to fund this unportant work. Our northeast 
Iowa legislators need a pat on the back 
for their b1panisan efforts to solve t.hts 
situation. Unfortunately, this did not give 
anyone who 1s considering doing a 
conservation project a great deal of 
confidence in government agenc1es, 
whether local, state or federal, domg what 
they said they would to ass1st maintaining 
and improvmg our water and soil 
resources. !h!' dis"trict has had several 
pen;ons decide not to do project to protect 
our environment. One can't blame them 
when they lose confidence in the1r 
partners in this work. 

Iowa mvested S 18.45 per cap1ta in 
state environmental and natwal resource 
m FY 2000, which put them m 48° place 

Keeping You 
In Touch! 

among the fifty states. \\Ttseonsin mvested 
Sl45.71, Nebrnska S54.75, South Dakota 
S52.70, MISSOuri S51.40, mmots 548.20 
and Mmnesota was way down to 
S26.32per captta In other words Iowa 
docs a httle bcnerthan half as good as the 
poorest providmg state that adjoms it It 
makes a person wonder, which is the 
number one business in the state? Which 
state is considered the number one 
agncultural state m the union? Which state 
is blamed for the most for causmg damage 
to the Mlssisstppi River and the Gulf of 
MexiC".o? If memory IS correct, the answer 
IS IOWA. 

If you go to percentages of state 
budgets spent on natural resources, Iowa 
spends less than I%. Montana leads the 
nahon by investing 15% of the state's 
budget on natural resources, while West 
Virgmia (ranked number 2) mvested 
13 .7% of the state"s funds . ThiS 
information is for FY 2000 also. 

Accordmg to mformatton gathered 
by Iowa Envtronmental Council"it takes 
at least two cents per tax dollar for Iowa 
to have a healthy environment and a lugh 
quality of life . Healthy soli, safe water, 
and clean air are necessities · not a luxury 
to be abandoned m hard times. Iowa ·s 
economic and environmental health can 
no longer be separated. Pollution 
prevention is cheaper than pollution clean 
up. Conservation is not a partisan issue. 
Members of Iowa conservation 
organizations are 32% Republican, 38% 
Democrat, and 30% independenL" 

2003 State General Fund Spendmg 
was 60.8% for education, 18.5% for 
human services, 9.1% for correction/ 
courts, 6.0% revenue and finance 0.9% 
cono.;.erva.uon, and 4.7° for o\hcr \.bin~. 

Another mtcresrmg thing is that some 
where around 5% of the conservatiOn 
money is invested in education also. 

By nflw. you are probably a.skmg 
yourself "What can I do about thts?" 
"How can I help tmprove the quality of 
my generations and future generations 
hfe?'' You can visit w1th your legislator.; 
about 1mproving the economic and 
environmental conditions in Iowa. When 
we all work together we can accomplish 
great things, but it takes everyone doing 
his or ber part. The Fayette SWCD looks 
forward to working WJth you to provide 
everyone w1th a good today and a better 
tomorrow. 

Your Authorized Agent for: 

·~~OWA 1 WIRELESS 
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Gruetzmachers are owner/operator 
award winners chosen by SWCD 

Bruce and Doris Gruetzmacher of Oelwem arc the owner 
and operntor award wmners for the Fayeue SWCD. The 
Gruetzmacher.; Slar1cd farming in 1956 on 120 acres of land, 
wh1ch they own and opernte m the Ornn Townsh1p of Fayeue 
County. They crop fann and have no livestock. 

The Gruetzmachers are operating land that Js classified 
as not highly erodible. However to reduce soil loss and have 
wildlife on their farm they enrolled in the conunuous 
ConservahOn Reserve Program (CRP). Through tlus they have 
taken the soli loss of approximately six tons per acre per year 
on 74 acres down to two tons per acre per year by applymg the 
CRP practices to the land. The soil loss on the rcmammg acres 
not m CRP is four tons pt;r acre per year. Bruce decided to add 
filter stnps along streams for water quality, a field windbreak to ~~~~~ 
stop wmd erosion, contour buffer stnps to control soil erosion, r 
and waterways to prevent gully eroston on thetr farm. 

He uses a crop rotation of com and beans on the remammg 
69.3 acres. Conservation tillage on cornstalks IS full mulch tilled 
and in spnng he field finishes and plants. Bruce apphes liqu1d 
mtrogen, field fimshes and plants in the bean stubble. He uses 
the local agnculturc services to keep hun current in soil testrng 
and applys the needed herbicides for weed control. The avernge 
yield on beans has been 55 to 60 bushels and com has been 175 
bushels. 

The Gruetzmacher.;' goal in life is to pass along a cleaner 
environment to the next generation and thetr farm is a great 
example as 11 IS well groomed, weed controlled, and successfully .___..__..._ _____ .... _~ ___ .._ _ __J 

exh.Jbits conservation practices. 

Bruc.: and Doris Gruazmacher, Oe/wei, 

TURKEY RIVER 
FORESTRY 

Buying Logs or Standing Timber 
1 or 1,001 

563-426-5851 or 380-9599 

Whatever You Need ... Materials, Supplies, 
Tools, ConstrucUon, 

2 

Favene 
lumber 
Companv, Inc. 

WE'VE GOT IT. 
Ask about our 

EFFICIENCY SOLUTIONS 
REPLACEMENT 

WINDOWS PROGRAM! 
($20 REBATE FROM ALLIANT ENERGY) 

• New doors & wln4ew• • Auortttl smell tHis 
• l:arott dHr tptntrt • Befit venftfu 
• Stlhl chalnnw• 
• Wtt4 trimmers 

• Plum~fng supplftt 
• lumhr 

• Snow~lowtrs • lnsuletlon 
• Kffchtn counttrtops 
• Kltchon slnkt 

• Elteftfcal supplltt 
• Ctlt Ctrtlflcetu 

• l(ffchtn ce~fnetc • HelpM edvlte 

next to the basketball 
& tennis courts 206 King St. 425-3517 

Grannis Creek handicap 
sidewalk completed 
By Carrie Boyer, Project Coordinator 

The Fayelle SWCD and Grannis Creek Watershed ProJect are pleased to 
announce that a Hand1cap Sidewalk has been installed along a portion of Grannis 
Creek dunng the summerof2003. The sidewalk Slar1s at the DNR parking lot on the 
upper end of the stream along Grnnnis Road and conllnues along the bank for 
approximately 375 feet. The sidewalk then widens out at fishable locabons where 
trout bab1ta1 and bank stabilization projects were compteied m the swnmer of2002. 

Few trout streams m Iowa have handicap accessibility and it is our hope tha( 
this sidewalk allow people of all ages access to one of northeast Iowa's great natural 
resources. 

MOW. 
Because 

you want 
to, not 

because 
you 

have 
to. Estate ZTR8 . 4515 

Most people would agree, lawn mowing IS a chore ... unless you own a 
Dixon ZTR From our new compact residential mower, the Zeeter , to our 
commmercial gr:lde Pro ZTR 8000 Series. you cao count on a D1xon ZTR to 
tum your yard work into fun. 

Not only are Dixon ZTR mowers fun. they 're fast. With cut W1dths from 
30 to 72" and engines rang~ng from 9 to 26.5 HP. a D1xon ZTR W111 cut your 
mow~ng time in half Handy optional attachments for grass collectiOn and 
snow removal add to the exCitement of using your D1xon ZTR year 'round. 

Stop by today and start mowing because you want to, not because vou 
have to. 

Test drive a Dixon ZTR FREE - our place or yours! 
F~nall(ing available. See dealer for details. 

Pape's Appliance 
Hawkeye (563) 427-3246 

~ lYe J'C /J('t'll AI'C'IIIId- .<tii(('/1W 

ZIR Mow~ www.dixon-ztr.com 

"'·--.... - ... ._,.._.....,....-.c. •e> ......... ,._,.._.,._ ., , .... .-..." ·~ ·-~·' 



BREHME & SONS 
CONSTRUCTION 

Land Improvement 
Contractor & Tiling 

Wadena 633-6121 

[IJ 
AddALCQMP®Iiquidfeed 

supple men. t to your dairy ratio. n for higher milk 
production. Alcompe increases energy while 
still maintaining a high fiber level. Alcomp• can 
be mixed 1n Grain mix, TMR, Top-dressed , or 
Fed-free choice in lie tanks. Contact Livestock 
Nutritional Services for more Information. 

• Increase dietary intake • Reduces Stress 
• Easy to Handle • Greater feed efficiency 

• Environmentally Friendly wness odor & fewer nutrients In manure 

• Decreased incidences of diarrhea 
and toxic end products 

• Provides liquid energy without animal fat 
• Costs less than fat 

Make Us Your # t Feed Source 

Livestock Nutritional Services, LLC 
403 S Vine - West Union 563-422·3333 

Standing the Test of Time 
Spahn & Rose 1 DOth Anniversary 

Make Spahn & Rose your new construction or remodeling supplier. 
• Lumber for any budget 
• Steel siding 
• Fixtures & Wiring 
• Door & Window Frames 
• Tools and Construction Supplies 
• Everything from roof to floor 

VICWEST STEEL ·~ 
available 

at Spahn & Rose ~ 
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FAYETIE SWCD TREE ORDER FORM- 2004 

NAME: ____________________________________________________ __ 

ADDRESS: ---------------------------------------------------
CITY: --------------------- STATE --------- ZIP ___ _ 

PHONE: ---------------------

Trees arc sold by the bundle (25 trees), except for the evergreen, nut. shade, and wildlife shrub packages. 
There 1s no guarantee on stock sold at these prices. Cut off date for orders will be March 26, 2004. 
No orders will be accepted after thjs date. We will notify you m late April when your order can be 
picked up. Supplies are hmited so order early. Check must accompany your order 
payable to Fayette WCD 

Spe<ies 

American Arborvitae (12-18") 
American Arborvitae (18-24") 
Black Cherry (2-3 "') 
Black Htlls Spruce (12-18") 
Black Walnut (2-3 ') 
Blue Spruce (12-18") 
American Cranberry (6-12") 
L1 lac Common (12-24") 
Norway Spruce (12-18") 
Norway Spruce (18-24") 
R<d Oak (2-3') 
Red Osier Dogwood (8-18") 
Sugar Maple {l b-:1") 
Wbue Oak (2-3') 
White Pme (12-18") 

E~·ergreen Package 
5 White Pine 12- 18"; 5 Blue 

Price Per 
BundJe_ 
S40.00 
$4).00 
$35.00 
S40.00 
$40.00 
$40.00 
$30.00 
$35.00 
$40.00 
$45.00 
S40.00 
$30.00 
$40.00 
$45.00 
$40.00 

Spruce 12-18"; 5 Norway Spruce 12-18" $55.00 

Nut Tne Package 
3 Northern Pecan 8-18"; 
3 Shagbark Hlckory 8-18": 
3 Hazelnut 18-24"; 3 Walnut 2-3 '; 
3 Buncmut 2-3 · 

S.hade Tree Package 
3 Sugar Maple 18-24"; 3 While Oak 2-3" 
3 R<d Oak 2-3': 3 Red Maple 18-24" 
3 Swamp White Oak 2-3' 

Wildlife Shrub Package 
3 Sen·1cebcny 2-3' 
3 Hazelnut 18-24"; 3 American Plum 3-4' 
3 Red Osler Dogwood 3-4' 
3 American Cranbcny 6-12" 

$55.00 

$55.00 

$55.00 

Number of 
BuodJes_ 

X----~ 

Total of Above 
Add 7% SaJes Tax 

Total 

Cosr_ 

Total Payment Due -------

In the blink 
of an eye 
In just the blink of an eye, nature can destroy your crop 
... and your future_ And before you know it, the March 15 
deadline for multi-peril crop insurance from Farmers Crop 
Insurance Alliance will come and go. Don't leave your 
future unprotected. Call us roday! 

fAUER& 
LAUER 

~SURMCE AGEI\C\', LID. 
123 N Vine- W. Union (563) 422-3871 

•: J.IJ'("I,......JI, :..-._....oltu<,'"'*'.,. ·--=:.::--:::--:._:_- _:::--..=--.:::._- .:_::_ _______ ----= ________ ___.:.:_] 
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City I ivi ng with 
country amenities 

Buildtng a new home within city 
hmits IS no reason to not have some of 
the amcmtles of country hving. 

J1m and Janice Nicholson not only 
built a new house m Maynard but also 
created an 1mpressive wmdbreak, which 
has grown and flounshed for the past 12 
yeaN 

The Nicholsons are the winners of 
the l1aak Walton League Windbreak 
award as chosen by the Fayette County 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCDl 

The area had previously been 
cropland when the house was built. 

Jim says he asked Maynard area 
conscrvationtst Jon Steege, for a 
recommendation about putting in a 
\Vindbrcak 

Steeg~ said a wmdbreak would be a 
good idea for the area and worked 
together w1th the SWCD to des1gn an 
appropriate wmdbreak for the 
Nichol sons. 

The SWCD also picked out trees that 
would be best suited for the windbreak, 
which cons1sts ofhoneysuckle. runebark, 
hlac, scotch pine and blue, and black h1lls 
spruce 

"All the trees started out small so It 
only took a week to plant and mulch," 

said Nicholson. The Nicholsons, with 
the help of a seeder, planted each tree 
themselves. The trees required a lot of 
water and attention the first two years, 
but now that they arc older all they need 
is mowing between the rows to keep them 
lookmg good. 

Nearly all of the trees are the 
ongmals that the ~icholsons fi"t planted; 
they only had to replace one that their 
boys ran over with a golf can. ··Boys 
will be boys," J1m chuckled. 

The, icholsons have never had any 
problems wuh insects or diseases 
invading the1rtn .. --es. Once in a while deer 
will rub the1r antlers on them but for the 
most part the trees have stayed healthy 
from careful watering and mowing. 

\Vh1le the windbreak serves as a 
snow fence in the winter it can be a haven 
for all sorts of animals in the spring and 
... ummer. 

J1m has seen deer, rnbbtts and bmls. 
Janice enjoys taking walks 

throughout It saying. "It's a nice place to 
take a walk 1fyou arc feeling down." 

Both Jun and Janice agree that the 
windbreak smells wonderful. "Every 
year tl1e break gets better and there is no 
need to add anytlung more to 1t," said 
Jun. 

GROWING 

Northeast 
Iowa Coop 

Driven To Exceed Our Customers' Expectations 

YOU 

Northeast Iowa 
Cooperative salutes the 
conservation efforts of 
area farmers and land 
owners. With your help, 
Iowa farmland and 
wetlands will continue 
to flourish for 
generations to come. 

We're ready to take 
orders for spring seed, 
feed and field 
applications. 
Call today! 

Clermont • Elgin 
Sumner • Randalia 
Maynard • Arlington 

Volga • Lamont 
Winthrop 

Take FuJJ Control 
of Seed Placement 
New Holland Planlers allows you Io lake full conlrol of seed placemenl1n your 
fields. The vacuum·slyle seed melering/dehvery cons1slenUy places seed 
exacUy where you wan! t1 Wllh supenor deplh conlrol and al fasler operating 
speeds. vou·ll move Ihrough fields quickly Io cover more acres 1n less time. 
while delivenng seed Io your exacl speCifications. Choose from four models: 
SP280, SP380, SP480 and SP580 (p1clured below). 

• 7 inch x 7 inch (8x8 on the SP580) steel construclion 
•1 .9 bushel on·row seed hoppers 
• Mounted ridig toolbar design on the SP280 
• Mounted slaekbar tool bar to stack wings on the SP380 
• 6·Row narrow configuration on the SP480 for smaller fields 
• Narrow 12' 6" Iran sport width on the SP580 for easy maneuvering 

BAUMlER IMPlEMENT 
1306 Hwy. 150 5., West Union (563) 422·3835 



ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2004 
Practices: Acres/Feet 
Conservation Reserve Program: 
Contour Buffers Strips 567.8 ac. (2,271 .2 ac. benefited) 
Field Windbreaks and Shelterbelts 70.9 ac. 
Filter Strips, Wi ldlife Habitat Buffers, & Wetland Buffers926.8 
ac. 
Grassed Waterways 
Riparian Forest Buffers 
Wetlands 
Wellhead 
Conservation Tillage (no-till) 
Contour Farmmg 
Water and Sediment Control Basins 
Manure Storage Structures 
Terraces 
Timber Stand Improvement 
Trees & Shrub Plantings 
Totals: 

55 1.8 ac. 
2 13.1 ac. 
162.5 ac. 
73.6 ac. 

1,960 ac. 
567.8 ac. 

17 structures 
2 structures 

14,063 ft. 
115 ac. 
48 ac. 

ConservatiOn Reserve Program 24,097 ac. (I ,820 Contracts) 
Conservation Systems Planned & Applied 19,077 ac. 
Cropland Benefited 5,088 ac. 
Nutrient Management Applied 2,388 ac. 
Pasture Management Planned & Applied 743 ac. 
Upland & Wetland Wildlife Habitat Management 892 ac. 

• Remodeling 
• New Construction 

· Residential 
· Commercial 

• Vinyl Replacement Windows 
• Handyman Service 
• Bathroom Remodel 

· Omega/Dynasty Cabinets 
· Pella Windows 

• Aqua Glass Bath Fix tures • 
• Delta Faucets 

WE KNOW 

Prou~ to ~h~'S~cDI 
• Tires 
• Full Tire Work 
• Batteries 
• Full service Station 
• Diesel Fuel 
• Ught Mechanic Work 
• Friendly Service · 
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Iowa NRCS 
reached historic funding levels 
By Leroy Brown, 
State Conservationist, 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Iowa 

Nearly all the Fann Bill conservation 
programs. except for the Conservation 
Security Progrdl11, were in full swing m 
2003 From the Envtronmental 
Protection Incentives Prob'1'3m (EQIP) to 
the \Vildlife Habitat Incentive Program 
(\VHlP}. Iowa NRCS reccivc.:l historic 
funding levels. More money meant more 
landowners n!cc1ved financial and 
technical assistance And more 
landowner.-. needing help. meant more 
work for Iowa NRCS and its partners. 

So how dtd tt all get done·> And how 
willtt contmuc to get done? For starters, 
the role of the Soil and Water 
Conservation D1stri<.:ts plays a huge part 
in tackling this increased workload. For 
example. Iowa NRCS took a nc\\ 
approach Wl11: 11111 '·'nlcnting EQIP last 
year. Each distri<.:t set ns ''" n prinnties 
uncler the nahonal gutdelincs, set rankmg 
criteria and completed the selection 
process for thetr EQIP allocations Each 
district ,,..·as allocated a mimmum of 
$60.000 to start.ln the end, some dtstricts 
ended up with much more· Sioux 
County SWCD recetved $428.000. 

The effie tent use of Techntcal 
Service Provtders (TSP) also helped 

RCS meet the mcreascd challenges and 
opportumties of the 2002 hum Btll Iowa 
received an m111al allocat1011 of more than 
$750,000 earmarked fOr TSPs. Iowa 
ended up using about $1.1 m1lhon on 

TSPs. About half these funds were used 
to asstst landowners with planmng and 
tmplementinggrassed waten.vays and for 
\VRPcasemcnt monitonng. The rest was 
used through contnbuhon agreements 
with Conservation Districts of Iowa 
(CDI) and Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship 
(IDALS). Every penny spent on TSPs 
helped save time for the field office staff, 
providtng them more opportumty to do 
what we do best provide conservation 
planning assistance to private 
landowners. And n 1s this conservauon 
planning that is the entr}"vay for fanners 
to makmg the most of the Fann Btll 
conservation programs. Without havmg 
a workable. solid conservation plan. 
farmers and landowners will not 
maximi7e the benefits available to th~m. 

Increased record kccpmg <tnd 
rcponmg efficJcncJcs will also play a b1g 
role m helping get the work done. All our 
database systems mcluding SCIMS. 
Toolktt. PRS and the new ProTracts web­
based database are workmg towards 
complete mtegration. Thts means they 
will share much of the mformation 
entered by the field offices about 
conservation program applications. 
contracts. and conservation pract ices. 
With thts new system, field staff should 
only have to enter data once. which will 
be a great Improvement. PRS will pull 
data from the other systems to feed many 
of its rcpons. 

ProTracts helps manage NRCS 
conservation program applications and 

cost-share agreements. Some of 
ProTracts' functions mcludc. trackmg 
applications, processing applications and 
contract fonns, completing and printmg 
application letters. and proccsstng 
payment approvals. This fiscal year 
ProTracts will be available for EQIP. No 
longer wtll field offices be reqUired to 
send EQIP Access database files to the 
State Office to keep track of applicattons 
and funding. nus will all be dono m .. real 
t1me" by ProTracts. Texas tested 
ProTracts last year. In a six-week period. 
they used ProTracts to enter 17.000 EQIP 
applications and award 5.000 contrach 

Increased staff and computer 
efficiencies are important to our goals. 
But our partnership with you and others 
m the conservation community ts the 
most critical element. We have shown 
ourselves that we Can achieve much more 
byworktng togetlter. One example ofthtS 
;, the Rathbun Lake Spcctal Project '" 
southern Iowa_ More than a dozen 
government agencies and private groups 
have jomed efforts m a mulu-year project 
to protect the water source serving 70,000 
people m ruraJ Iowa and Mtssouri More 
than $4 million have been pooled to target 
spectfic resource concerns tdenuficd 
through Geographic lnfonnation System 
(GIS) modeling software. 

With contmued parmen;lup and jOmt 
projects I know 2004 wtll be as successful 
as last I thank you for your hard work 
and dedication and wish you a healthy, 
successful New Year: 

lBBk at this line 
ol hard working trucks! 

Over 100 vehicles to choose from: 
Hard Working Trucks to Minivans for the family; 

Luxury Sedans to Economic Compacts. 

Shop John Falb Co. First! 
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Veneman announces proposed rule 
for the conservation security program 
Water Quality Enhancement is Top Priority 

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. Veneman recently announced 
the release of a proposed rule to implement the new Conscrvanon 
Security Progrnm (CSP) designed to reward the best conservabon 
stewards of the most envtronmentaJly sensitive areas in targeted 
watersheds. 

Additional Information; Tele-News Conference Update on 
Environmental Issues with Agriculture Secretary Ann M. 
Veneman; CSP Rule-PDF; CSP Fact Sheet-PDF; CSP Summary 
-PDF (n:qmresAdobeAcrobat);Audto {Wmdows Medta Player). 

"The Conservation Secunty Program will reward the best 
and mouvate the rest by 1dentifymg those agricultural producers 
who historically have been the best stewards oftherr land while 
proVJdmg mcennves for those who want to increase conservanon 
practices," said Veneman. "The results will be improved sotl 
and water quality, reduced soil erosion and enhanced cntical 
Wildlife hab1tat." 

Authorized by the 2002 Farm Bill, the fundamentalmtent 
of CSP is to complement existing conservation programs by 
supportmg ongoing conservation stewardship of agricultural 
working lands and enhancing the condition of America's natural 
resources. To ensure that CSP's limited resources arc focused 
first on the most pressmg environmental concerns, the ru le 
proposes to prioritize eligibility based on selected priority 
watersheds. The eligtble watersheds would be announced and 
1deonfied through a CSP sign-up notificauoo, wh1cb 1s targeted 
for the summerof2004. 

Additionally, through intenstve management to mcrease soil 
and water quahty, such as conservation tillage, nutrient 
management and grazmg management, the program is expected 
to }'leld sigruficant benefits for critical wildlife bab1tat and at­
risk speeies of wildhfe. 

Under the proposal, agriculturnllaod m cropland. orchards, 
vmeyards, pasture and range will be ehgible for CSP. regardless 
of size, locatton or crops produced. Exceptlons are forest land 
or land enrolled in the Conservation Reserve Program. Wetlands 
Reserve Program or Grassland Reserve Program 

Applicants must address water qualtty and sot l quahty 
concerns as program eligibility criteria and enrollment will be 
targeted to those demonstrating the lughest levels of stewardship. 
CSP payment hmitanons Will be based on three "tiers"' that 
represent increasmg levels of resource treatment. Payments rise 
With increased levels oftreaunent. 

Payments can include four components: 1) an annual base 
component for the benchmark conservation treatment, 2) an 
annual ex.istmg practice component for mamtammg eXJstmg 
conservation practices, 3) a one-time new practice component 

nothing 

for lmplemenring additJonal practices, and 4) an enhancement 
component for exceptional conservation effon. The three tiers 
are capped at $20,000, $35,000 and $45,000 annually and will 
last for five years for Tier I and 5-10 years for Tier U and Tier 
m. 

Earlier this year, an advance nouceofproposed rulemak:ing 
was published in the Federal Register, g1ving the pubhc the 
opponuruty to comment on key issues rcgardmg implementation 
of CSP. The process generated more than 700 responses and 
3,000 specific comments on all aspects of the program. All 
comments were reviewed and COilStdered as the proposed rule 
was developed. Comments on the proposed rule will be 
considered as the final rule is developed with specifics on 
program implementation. 

The proposed rule, as wcU as additional mfonnauon on 
CSP and other conservahon programs, is avatlable on the NRCS 
\Veb site at 

http ://www.nrcs.usda .gov/programs/farmblll/20021 
products. hun!. 

This proposed rule has a 60-day comment period. As pan 
of the comment process, listening sessions will be held in a 
number of locations across the counoy to gain additional input 
Locations, times and addihonal infonnation on the listerung 
sesSions will be published m an upcoming Federal Regtster 
nonce. Comments on 

tbeCSPproposed rule •••••••••••• 
may be sent to 
davidrnckay@Jsda.gov 
or by mail to 
Conservation Secunty 
Program Comments, 
ATTN. David 
McKay, NRCS 
Conservation 
Operations Dtvision, 
PO. Box 2890. 
Washington, D.C 
20013. 

Information on 
the 2002 Farm B11l 
can be found at 
www usda gov / 
fannbill. 

NO-NONSENSE 
REWARDS~@. 

Quality 1 Products 
The best 
selection of 
quality Ptonee,. 
brand products 

2
Quantity 
Savings 
Allmple to 
und.er>eand, 
Quantity 
5aVlngs 
program 

of Terms 

gets the job done better than a Torkelson truck! 

Choice - 3 
A choice 
of terms and 
financmg 
options, 
along with 
additional 
saving~ when you purchase 
or pay cash thro"gh 
January 16, 2004 

See your Pioneer Sales 
Representative to get the best 

offer of the season! 

Gharlie Kohls 
Clermont 423-7185 

Wayne Schroeder 
Hawkeye 427-531 0 

@ . 
PIONEER. 

www.pioneer.com/rewards 

• Custom Aglime Spreading 
• Custom Farm Terraces 
• Septic Systems 
• Rock Hauling 
• Demolition 

Protect Your Fartn - And Feed Your 
lhtestock At The Same Time 

Our FarMate policy not only 
provides excellent protection 
for your farm, it can also 
save you money! 

Stop by our office today for 
a competitive quote 
on your farm insurance. 

Butikofer 
Insurance L L .C. 

Dave Butikofer 
223 Center St., Elgin 

563-426-5306 

erosion or 
depletion rob 
your soil of its 
productivity. 
Terrace and 
contour-plow 
for adequate 
drainage. 
Rotate crops 
scientifically. 
Follow the 
proven 
techniques 
of soil 
conservation 
safeguard the 
future of your 
land. 



More opOons. More services. More of your needs met. 
Call your Farm Bureau agent today to d:tscm"Cr)'OUr 

opbOOS. Farm Bureau Financial Scrvtc:a. 
tT"II:n th3n you ttunk. 

Auto • llt1me • Life • Annuities 
CIIIDIIJI~I•I • F•,.l ~n&lr • IIIAI 

·=-FARM BUREAU FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Postville Farmers 
co-Op Societv 

(563) 864-7234 

"We walll to eam YOUR business" 

To help keep the emil 
out of the air this winter 

ulllfv 
tt.rdvnirw suw­

We're the ProbS.m Solve,.t F&F Hardware 
Plumblnt.ltllllll. Dectrlcal 
Elgin 563-426-5144 
Free Estimates 
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Financial incentives 
offered for conservation 

2004 Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
(EQIP)AvailableTo FayeneCo Producers. The Fayene 
County Locally Led Group met recently to review the 
county's 2003 EQlP program and improved the program 
for 2004. The Fayette County program divides the cost­
share mto three categories designed to protect the soil 
and improve water quality. The three categones are 
soil conservation practices, mtensive rotational pasture 
management, and manure storage structures. 

Practices addressing the soil resource mclude 
several erosion management practtces. Incentive 
payments are made on a per acre basis. All applications 
\viii be evaluated with the use of a ranking system by 
the local NRCS office personnel to determine which 
applicants \vill be approved. The follo,ving are practices 
covered under soil resource concerns. 
Practices with a 5 year lifespan: 
No-1111 ancl stnp till planting, $10/Ac/Yr, payment for 
three years -tut.Jt !'O,Ac. 
Contour stnpcropping, l.JO/ A eN r, payment for three 
years - total $90/Ac. 
Grassed Field Border, $40/AcNr, payment for lhree 
years -total $120/ A c. 
(To be ap~Iied to fields with contour or buffer stnps). 

Practices with a 10 year lifespan: 
Usc Exclusion (livestock), $25/Ac/Yr, payment for three 
years total $75i A c. 
(To exclude livestock from streams, woodlands and 
other critical or sensitive areas.) 
Fencmg, 50% cost-share of actual cost, not to exceed 
$1.50/Ft. 
(For livestock exclusion) 
Manure storage structure, is cost-shared at 50% of the 
total cost. A cost-share limit of$30,000 ($60,000 total 
cost) has been placed on these structures. The EQIP 
participant must have a comprehensive nutrient 
management plan developed and then implement it. 

An approved applicant who qualifies as either a 
limtted resource producer or new farmer can receive 
75% cost-share rather than the 50% level. 
Documentation must be provided to justifY this status. 

Prescribed grazing provides an incentive payment 
ranging from $20tAc!Yr. up to $90/Ac/Yr depending 
on the in tens tty of management of the pasture. This 
level is primarily determined by the number of paddocks 
the producer sets up for their grazing program. The 
payment is for one year. 

Anyone interested in this program should contact 
the NRCS office at the USDA Service Center in West 
Union, or call (563) 422-3868, ext 3. 

Don Rausch & Sons 

P1Jnd1 • Terrace 
Sife Preparafisn 

fJrading • Exca"afing 

Construction 
can take care of your on-the-farm 

construction needs. We are also 

proud to assist in the efforts 

roward proper soil conservation and 

protecting our resources for the future. 

Call for more information on 
how we can help you. 

563-534-7356 
Fort Atkinson 

GRANGER CONSTRUCTION INC. 
• EARTH MOVING • WATERWAYS • 

• PONDS • ROCK HAULING • BASEMENTS • 
• Water & Sewer Work • 

• ALL TYPES OF EXCAVATION • 

JIM & CAM GRANGER "!...,. 

(all563) 422-3127 4~2-6141 422-3598 
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President Bush to propose record level 
$3.9 billion for conservation programs 
Veneman releases proposed rules for Environmental Q,tality Incentives Program 

Agriculture Secretary Ann M. 
Veneman today announced that President 
Bush will propose a record $3.9 billion, an 
increase of$582 miUion over the FY 2003 
level, for conservation programs to 
strengthen environmental stewardship on 
the nation 's farmlands. The FY 2004 
funding request is $1.9 billion higher, or 
more than double the funding for these 
activities, when the Bush Administration 
came into office just two years ago. During 
an address to cattle producer.; and rancher.; 
at the National Cattlemen's Beef 
Association annual convention, the 
Secretary also announced the release of 
propo$ed rules for the Environmental 
Quality lncenhves Program (EQIP). 

''This Administration has worl<ed bard 
to ensure strong environmental programs 
are avai lable to our nauon's farmers and 
ranchers," saJd Veneman. "Farmers and 
rancl,ler.; are the best stewards of the land 
and we will continue to ensure these 
programs are administered effectively and 
in the best. interest of producers and the 
environment" 

Nearly $3.5 biUion of the President's 
record-level proposal will be used for 
financ1al assistance or other direct 
payments to farmer.;. Highlights of the 
budget include: 
• $2 bilhon for the Conservation Reserve 
Program for rental and other costs on new 
and ol.d acreage, an increase of 
approx.unately $140 rmllion over 2003; 
• $850 mrllion will be provided for the 
EQIP program. a $255 million mcrease 
above FY 2003; 
• S250 million for the Wetlands Reserve 
Program to enroll an addi tional 178,000 
acres; 
• $112 nulhon for the Farmland Protection 
Program, wh1ch is $27 million over the 
2003 level, 
• $85 m1llion for the Grassland Reserve 
Program.a$13 milhon mcreaseover2003~ 

• $51 million for Ground and Surface 
Water Conservation, a $6 million increase 
over2003; 
• $42 million for the Wildlife Habitat 
Incentives Program, an increase of $16 
million over 2003; 
* $19 million for the new Conservation 
Security Program on which an Advanced 
Notice of Proposed Rule (ANPR) is 
expected shortly; and • $8 million for 
water conservation and water quality 
enhancements 'in the Klamath Basm of 
Oregon and California. 

"In the short time tlus Admm-istration 
has been in office, we are more than 
doubling our mvesunent in environmental 
and conservation programs that not only 
benefit farmers and ranchers, but 
communiues throughout the country," said 
Veneman. "This record-level request 
illustrates the priority the President places 
on conserving natural resources by 
providing landowners the tools they need 
for private land management. 

The Secretary also announced that the 
proposed rule for EQIP, reauthorized in the 
2002 Farm Bill. IS being released today for 
publication in the Federal Register for 
public comment. This will allow fanners 
and rancher.; the abrhty to utilize program 
fundmg m the conung year. 

Htghlights of the reviSed EQIP 
proposal include a reduction m the amount 
of planning requ1rements needed to 
develop a contract; provides up to 90 
percent cost share for limited resource and 
begmnmg producers; provides livestock 
producers wtth cost share assistance for 
waste storage facilities regardless of size. 
but must develop and implement a 
comprehensiVe nutrient management plan; 
allowance of producers to have more than 
one contract per tract at any gJVen tune; 
allocates 60 pen:ent ofEQIP funds towards 
hvestock related practices; and, elinunates 
the program's dual admmistration by 
delegatmg EQ!P to the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service. 

View complete listings 
for area farms, 

acreages, 
residential 

& commercial 
properties 

ONLINE 

Your first choice when searching for real estate: 

www .northeastiowarealty.com 

Northeast Iowa Realt·y 
Jay Jensen. Broker 

Leanne Cline & Jeff Snyder. Broker Associates 
Bruce Bemis. Soles Associate 

117 South Vine. W.Union 15631422-3285 

"Conservation incentive programs for 
working lands, m combination with 
technical assistance, help reduce the 
regulatory burden on farmer.; and rancher.; 
faced with air and water quality 
restrictions," Veneman said. '"The team at 
USDA has worked to ensure these 
proposed rules are producer-friendly and 
will achieve the intended results of these 
programs." 

Comments on the EQIP proposal will 
be accepted for 30 days after publication. 
Additional infom1ation on EQJP and other 
conservation programs is on the Web at 
hbpJ/www.nrcs.usda. gov/ 

Our professional foresters 
will help you: 

• Market your mature trees 
• Appraise your timber 
• Manage your existing 

woodlands 
• Plant and grow new 

trees from seed 
or 

During her remarks , Secretary 
Veneman also discussed other issues of 
importance to cattle producers, including 
animal disease protection programs, risk 
management tools, trade, food safety, 
country·of-origin labeling, and forest 
management. For a transcript of her 
remarks, as weU as a summary of USDA's 
mid-tenn accomphshmcnts,visit http:// 
www.usda.gov/ 

One-Stop Forestry 
101 E. Greene, Postville • (563) 864-3586 

Working Hard Today, To Build A Better 

The Firs! National Bank, Oelwein is 
dedicated to agriculture. We offer 
personalized service to meet !he individual 
needs of each farm or ag business. 
The Firs! Nallonal Bank of Oelwein salutes 
the efforts of farmers like Tracy Gruetzmacher 
for their conservation efforts. 

JAFirst 
rlational 
Bank , ..... ~ ... ,. 

Member FDIC 

Tomorrow 
Tracy Gruetzmacher, with his 

wife Barb, son Mike and 
their dog Skittles, arc pictured 

in front of the 20 acre\ oll.R.I' 
on their Oelwein farm. 

The Gruetzmachers 
planted a 1500 tree wind break 

in 2000 to help soil lass due 
to high winds. 

"First National Bank bas been my 
financial partner my whole life,~ 

said Tracy, "Rich really 
understands farming." 

(319) 283-2524 
www.fnboelwein.com 

I ,....,.,=,.,...,..,. ------------------------" 



New continuous CRP practices for 
pastures & non-crop areas 
By Royce Bowman 

The Continuous CRP program has mtroduced 
two new buffenng pracnces that offer producers 
additional options for enroll ing idle areas, pasture 
and non-crop acres. These practices require 
livestock exclusion from the enrolled ru;eas and 
typically rental rates fall around $85 an acre for I 0 
or 15 year contracts. ln the past, a landowner with 
a stream, spring, sinkhole or wetland area lying in 
pasture or non-crop ground could only enroll 
eligible acres into the CP-22 Riparian Forest Buffer. 
This conservation practice involves planting trees, 
shrubs and nanve grasses adjacent to the stream or 
eligible area. The two new praellces do not require 
tree plannng. The CP-29 W'ddlife Habitat Buffer, 
and the CP-30 Wetland Buffer require that native 
pra1ne or nanve vegetation will be re-established 
where practical. 

The CP-29 Wildlife Habitat Buffer aims to 
restore native plant communities, improve water 
quality and provide habitat for wildlife. The eligible 
area must have a stream, spring, sinkhole or wet 
area with less than a 50 % canopy oftn!es. When 
a producer signs up for this practice, the NRCS 
Field Office will check the site for eligibility. 

The CP-30 Wetland Buffer practice restores 
hydrology and wetland vegeta tion around a 
degraded wetland. All three practices offer $1 00 
to $150 per acre signing incentives and generous 
cost share to establish cover. 

These two new practices are generating a lot 
of interest from landowners and creating another 
avenue to improve water quality and enhance 
wildlife habitat in Fayette County. Stop in the West 
Uruon NRCS Field Office to sign-up for a practice 
or for additional information. 

Fayette SWCD Report • February 1004 • Page 15 

Grannis Creek Watershed Project 
Canie Boyer, Project Coordinator 

It has been another busy year m the Grannis 
Creek Watershed. We are now in the third year of the 
Grannis Creek Watershed Project and thmgs have 
been going very well. Grannis Creek, a tributary of 
the Volga River, is located in eastern Fayette County 
and is currently the focus of a watershed project that 
auns to improve the water quality of this cold water 
trout stream. Grannis Creek has been named as one 
of northeast Iowa's 25 highest prionty cold water 
streams. This designation originated from the 
Northeast Iowa Rivers Basin Study conducted by the 
NRCS in 1986. 

My name is Carrie Boyer and I was hired as 
project coordinator in July. I graduated m May of 
2003 from Winona State University with a Bachelor 
of Science degree in environmental science: geology 
and a minor in biology. I cum:ntly live near Hawkeye 
and am gett ing marned this May. Between 
graduating, wedding plans, and getting caught up with 

Levem Thyer has implemented almost 20 acres 
of pasture management, I 0 acres of filter snnps, 
almost 20 acres of contour buffer strips, and mstalled 
an animal waste structure. This winrer the Thyers 
were honored by being named the State Watershed 
Achievement Award Winners. 

A handicap sidewalk was also completed along 
a section of Grannis Creek in cooperation With the 
Iowa DNR and the Fayette County Secondary Roads 
Department stabilized 300' of eroding streambank 
along Grannis Creek. A big thanks to everyone who 
helped to make the past year a success. 

Sediment delivery reduction calculations can be 
done to detennine how much sediment has been 
saved from entering Grannis Creek. Since the projects 
inception in 2002 it has been calculated that a 46% 
reduellon in the total amount of sediment delivered 
to the stream has been accomplish through the 
implementation of conservatiOn practices and 
methods such as those mentioned previously. 

,.----------------------- ---------, all the gneat things that have been accomplished in 
the watershed it has been a busy year. I would like to 

Water quality affects all of us, not just those living 
next to a stream or lake. With the cooperative efforts 
oflandowners and producers,like those in the Grannis 
Creek watershed, we can slow down and even reverse 
the damage that may have been done in the past and 
keep Grannis Creek one of northeast Iowa's gneat 
treasures. 

give everyone a brief summary of the gneat things 
1"1 .. PI. I that have been accomplished this past year in the 

Grannis Creek Watershed. 
Winners in Iowa: 
David Oberbroeckling of 
Davenport 260.1 BPA with no-till. 
Chris Linder of Keokuk 250.6 BPA 
with tillage 

National Winners: 
David Hula of Charles City, VA 
321.84 BPA with no-till 
Robert Little of Hebron, IN 273.94 
BPA with tillage 

Be more profitable with no-till, 
have lower Input costs plus 
higher yields. Be a winner. .. no-ti/1. 

Bill Bennett - Chair, Fayette SWCD 

What's A Little Ding? 
Our Warehouse is FULL of "Scratch & Dent" Office Furniture. 

Now is the time to take advantage!! 

RITE PRICE OFFICE SUPPLY 
2 t 4 S Frederick, Oelwein 

,__ ............... H?.:.~-~~~-~-•·H.9~ .. t :-899:632-~920 

Jack Frey and Jon Sickelka, farm manager for 
Janet Herz Trust, planted two riparian tree plantings 
on a farm operated by Jack Frey. They have also 
i ~·•ntly installed several acres of filters strips and 
8.5 acre:, of l.vntour buffer strips. 

Jack Frey has instal led 14 acres of contour buffer 
strips and Lowell Langerman mstalled 4 acres of 
contour buffer strips. Contour buffer strips applied 
within the Grannis Creek Watershed have an 
additional $ 1 00/acre incentive payment through the 
project funding. 

Vernon and Raynor Hoffinan completed a pond 
this swnmer and are in the planning stages for another 
one to be build during the spring of 2004. 

The Jellings have completed a large water and 
sed1ment control structure project within the 
watershed and Robert Stembronn had I . 7 acres of 
non-functioning waterways reworked this faU . 

The Grannis Creek Watershed Project is 
supported in part or in total by the Iowa Deparnnent 
of Agnculture and Land Stewardship, Division ofSoil 
Conservation, through funds of the Watershed 
Protection Fund and by the Iowa Department of 
Natural Resources through a grant from the U.S. 
Environment Protection Agency under the Federal 
Non-Point Source Management Program (Section 
319 of the Clean Water Act). Technical assistance is 
provided by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
Natural Resources Conservation Service. All 
programs and services arc offered on a 
nondiscriminatory basis, without regard to race, color, 
national ori~ rehgion, se~ age, marital status, or 
handtcap. 

~TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT~ 
~ ~ 

~ SPECIALIZING IN NON-GMO : 
~ IP & ORGANIC GRAINS : 
~ ~ 
~ We are buying 2003 crop ~ 
~ Yellow Hilum Soybeans ~ 
~ and are contracting 2004 crop : 
~ Yellow Hilum Soybeans ~ 

~ Contracting Waxy Corn 2003 & 2004 crops ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ORGANIC GROWERS: ~ 

~ Contact Sunrich on any Organic 2003 crop ~ 

~ you have left and contact Sunrich on-2004 corn & soybean crops ~ 
~ Be sure to contact Sunrich for all your seed needs/ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ ~ 
~ H ~ 
~ ~ 

~ 1-800-342-6976 : 
~ 3824 SW 93rd St. , f:iope. MN 66046 ~ 
~ www.sunrich .com ~ 

~-· ~ ~· .. 4..& .& .................................. .& .& ... ~ 
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Day practices conservation in Starmont area 
This is th< third m a smes ofamcles fto'l' 

watmh<d landownm!opmuon on tvhy th<y 
aikpud constrvation pranius. 

David Day, who no-tills in the 
Slarmont area of the watershed shares his 
experiences. 

Q. How long have you been fanning? 
Where did you start your fanning career? 

A. After working for John Deere and 
the Arlington Coop, I started fanning my 
Dad's ground- the home farm, in 1998. 
Fanning is my hobby as I now work at 
Hall-Roberts and Sons. 

Q. What got you interested in no­
tilling and when did you start with it? 

A. 1 saw the soil loss happening in 
the area with conventional tillage and I 
started no-tilling to save soil. In 1998, I 
started no-till with the com crop into 
soybean stubble. 

Q. How many acres of each crop in a 
given year do you fann no-till? 

A. 75 acres each of corn and 
soybeans. 

Q. In your experience, what is the 
first and most innportant thing a producer 
should consider when starting no-till? 

A. Nunnber one is fertility. No-tiU 
does present some challenges as far as 
placing potash. Soil sampling is 
important Drainage is imponant. You 
don't want to mud the crop in the soiJ it 
needs to be fit Exercise patience. Seed 
selection, seed emergence and disease 
resistance. Take a good hard look at all 
nfthem. 

Q. How were your 2003 yields in 
comparison to other years? What kind of 
yield vanabihty do you see With weather 
differences? 

A. Com was about average at 163-
165 scaled. Soybeans scaled 39.5. With 
a terribly dty sunnrner it appears I fared as 
well or better than a lot. I'm not interested 
in talkmg about the best spots on my farm, 
I'm interested in field yields. I was 
disappointed with soybeans unnll talked 
with the neighbors. I used beans treated 
with RIVal and Apron to get them out of 

the ground on one field. I'm vety happy 
with where I ended up. 

Q. In your experience, how has no­
till com performed for you? 

A. Excellent. As of right now, I'll 
never till bean ground going to com. 
There is no reason. That's how satisfied I 
am with no-till. 

Q. Do you plan to stick with no-till 
for the long term? 

A. Yes. I would work lime into the 
soil if and when necessaty. 

Q. You mennqned about pH/lime 
needs. Can you offer your experiences? 

A. pH doesn't seem to need to be as 
high for com on com. Soybeans need 
higher pH. I Iinne on the com stalks and 
mix it into the soil. 

Q. What are your experiences with 
nutrient application and no-till? Any 
comments on methods, placements, 
timing? 

A. Before I no-tilledj made sure the 
phosphorus and potassiUm levels were 
high to very high. Any fertilizer 
applications for replacement are done in 
fall. I don't apply any starter fertilizer for 
the com going into bean stubble. It's 
easierto have the soil built up at the start, 
then maintain. 

Q. In a general sense, does It make 
economic sense for you to no-till? Would 
you be willing to share generaliZed profits 
or financial savings per acre when no­
tilling compared to traditional tillage? 

A. My thoughts are you save $25-30 
per acre minimum by eliminating 3-4 
tillage passes. At a minimum. It's 
probably on the low side 

Q. Do you have any comments on 
water quality m the Upper Maquoketa 
basin or around the State as a whole? In 
your optruon, bow much so1l does no-till 
save you? 

A. In '96 or '97 we had terribly hard 
rams and my conventional n.llagc com 
on com made me almost cry because of 
the ditches. I can physically see reduced 
croston due to no-till its got to be huge. 
We used to fish and sw1m at the llwy 187 

1 The Best Thing 
to Hit the Field 

2300 Series AXIAL-FLOW' Combines 
case IH con&nues to tmprove on the best 
combme m the busmess. The 2300 Series 
AXIAL -Fl.OW' combines are destgned to 
deiiVI!r mere horse(XlWer. more produc/Mty 
and more comfort. T., models, the 2366 
and the 2388, range from 240 to 280 
horsepower W7th gram-bin capacitJeS of 180 
to 210 bushels With more than 25 Y"'l" of 
rotary expenence, 2300 Senes combines 
feature laver movmg parts -lncreaslflg 

upttme and ma/ang these mach/lies easter to 
operate and more rel,able. The smgle-rotor 
destgn, coupled wtth a vanety of concave 
and grate optJons to hJndle the ma{OIIIy of 
crops, puts mOfB quality gram tn the tank 
wlule keeping the operator envtronment 
clean All this, and flexible financing, reliable 
patts and fast stiVICII. are avatlable from 
your Case IH dealer 

Stop in today for more information. 

CASE CREDIT 

Postville Implement, Co. 
12344 U.S. Hwy 18 • Postville, \A52162 563-864-3124 

<>2002 Cau Co'P•""o" CASE Iii 
Vrwwc&S4Mhcom _..__. 
Ca~ 1H ts 3fe91Sl~lt3dema11.o1Case~l~ . , AnuO'TIONOF'tt•OfR5.Hll' 

bndge and in the late 1990's I wouldn't 
have gone in the water but today 1 wouJd 
It appears cleaner. 

Q. Do you have any experiences with 
no-till beans, as far as white mold coptrol, 
etc.? 

A. ALWAYS plant soybeans resistant 
to white mold -end ofstoty. I plant 210 
thousand when planting in rows looking 
for a final stand of I 50 thousand and I Q() 

thousand when planted narrow row. There 
will always be a few skips. Plant slow 
for better seed placement. I prefer drilling 
soybeans. 

Q. How do you handle cool, moist 
soi ls as a no-tiller? 

A. For both the com and soybeans, 
plant treated seed or add seed treatments 
to the com. Select varieties known for 
emergence quality. 

Q. Have you expenenced any weedf 
insect pest shifts and 1f so, how do you 
handle them? 

A. No trouble in corn, every year I 
have to spray the beans, whether its for 
loopers (very unusual to see them here), 
bean leaf beetles or aph1ds. But then 
everyone has those. My fear is cut worms 
in the com but scouting has worked for 
that I don't think I can attribute those 
problems to no-till- they were probably 
going to happen anyway. 

Q. Do you have any thoughts on 
scouting your fields? Is scouting valuable 
to you? 

A. It's a necessity. As imponant as 
any other fanrung operation. 

Q. What do your soi l tests show is 
happerung to organic matter in your fields 

increasiog, decreasing or staying the 
same? 

A. lncreasmg. 

Q. In your experience, what type of do well and they save my bacon. Patience. 
planter has worked well for you as a no- It's bard to do. 
till planter? What planting speeds do you The Uppn- Maquokaa Rivn- Wl!tn 
use? Any otl1er tidbits when it comes to Q!ullityprojtctusupporndinpartorrn total 
the planter set-up? by the Iowa D'f>artmmt of Agncu/lurr ana 

A. Planting com into stubble we've · Land Stewardship. Division of Soil 
added a single wheel trash wh1pper. We Cmurvation, through fonds of the Warn 
use spiked press wheels and we are much !'rotation Fund and, by th< Iowa DqHutmmt 
happier with the final stand for com. For of Natural &sour<es through a Fnt ftom th< 
beans into stalks, I run a drill with ripple U.S. EnvironmmtalProumonAgrnqundn 
couJters, but not in the groWld deeper than the &hal Nonpoint Source MaMgnnmt 
the seed is to be planted, about 1-1.5 Progrrun(!xctum319foth<ClunW=rAct}. 
inches. We plant com at 4-4.5 MPH and T«hntcal assistance is p1'flllilkd by the U.S. 
beans at 5-5.5 MPH, no faster. Drpamnmtof.Agriculturr, Natural&sour<es 

Q. Whatareyourfieldssbowingwith Conurvation Snviu. All progra1m and 
regard to compaction or other maladies? snvius art ojfirtd on a mmJ.ismminatory 

A. I notice a reduction in compaction basis, without rrgarrl to raa, coktr. ruznonaJ 
from the com~m rotation to the com- origin. rrligum • .sa, ag~. marital ftlltw, or 
soybean rotation. By far less. Drainage handicap. Th< puhliwum ofthu d«ummt 
in the fields are bener too. has bm1 fondrd in part by th< Di111.tion oj 

Q. Do you have any other comments Sorl Conurvation, Iowa D~arrmmt oj 
or experiences you would like to share as Agriculturr and lAnd Stnvardshtp, and by 
a no-tiller? th< Iowa D'f!artmmt of Natural &sour<es 

A. Exen:ise patience. You're not the throughaFntftom th< U.S. Environmmtal 
first one to plant as a no-tiller. The soil Prot«tWn Agrnq undn th< Frdn-al Nonpoint 
needs to be warmer. I plant hybrids that Sour<e Managnnmt Progrrun (S.mon 319 

• of the Ckan Wl!tn Act}. 

Proud to Support Conservation 
Fredericksburg Farmers Coop is proud to support farmers who have 

worked so hard to protect Iowa's natural resources ... our soil and water. 
Too often this labor often goes unrecognized. The Fayette County SWCD 

does a terrific job promoting these efforts by area landowners. 

Fredericksburg 
Farmers Cooperative 

Freqericksburg • Hawkeye • Sumner· Frederika • Bremer • Ionia 

800-562-8389 www.fburgcoop.com 



State awards won in Fayette SWCD 
By Bill Bennett 

The Fayette SWCD for the tturd year in a row was honored with one ofthreeConservation 
Buffer Awards. The award is given for an outstandmg JOb of getting conservation buffers on 
the land. To wm this award reqwres ex-tra effort and cooperation from staff and district partners 
Othen mvolved in gettmg this work done mclude the landowners and operators, Pheasant 
For<ver, FSA, !A. Dept of Ag. & Land Stewardship, NRCS and many other.;. 

The Earth Team volunteers that work each year at the Districts Third Grade Consc:rvallon 
Education Field Day were awarded the state NRCS Earth Team Group of the Year Award. This 
award given for the effort put in by many people working each year to make this a very 
worthwhile educationaJ event. Several Earth Team members have worked the field day for all 
twelve years 1t's been held, while others have not had the opportunity to take part as long. 
These awards were earned with team effort. 

The Watershed Achievement Award was won by a cooperator in the Grannis Creek 
Watershed. Lavern and Sturley Thyer ofFayette were presented the award at the Conservation 
Dtstricts of lowa.;umual mectmg m Marshalltown. The Thyer 'shave completed many different 
conservation projects of their farm. The proJects vary from structures such as aruma! waste 
storage structures to different management practices. Outstandmg persons like the Thyer"s 
steppmg forward to cooperate in protecting our natural resources is one of the main reasons 
that the district will be haVIng three watershed projects go1'lg m 2004 l1\ank you. 

NEW Constant Pressure Pump: 
Maintain the same pressure with more 
than one faucet open! 

• Sta-Rite Pumps 
• Conaire Pressure Tanks 
• Complete Water Systems 

Free Estimates • Reliable Service 
For more details contact: 

ERICKSON 
PUMP SERVICE, Inc. 

Don't just dispose 
of your bushels. 

Pattison Bros. has developed a grain 
marketing system, that helps producers 
to market corn and soybeans. 
It's name: "The Yardstick", to measure 
your grain marketing, plus custom-fi t 
for your unique operation. 
Please call for more information. 

Fayette 563-425-3361 or 800-632-5952 
Clayton 563-964-2651 or 800-562-2824 
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Term of three commissioners 
to expire in 2004 

In the general election ovember 2, 
2004 three persons will be elected to 
serve as Fayette Soil & Water 
Conservatton District Commissioners. 
Any Fayette County voter may run, 
however, no township may have more 
than one commissioner. Due to this part 
of the law no one wtll be eligtble to run 
from Oran or Union Townships m 2004, 
however on 2006 people living in these 
township may run for the office ofdlstnct 
commissioner. To place your name on the 
ballot, you need to have a nominating 
pellrion stgned by at least, twenty-five 
registered voters. The petihon must be 
filed w1th the Fayette County Audttor 
between the dates of August 2 and August 
25,2004 

The commissio·ners provide 
direction for many federal, state and local 
fiuancial and educational programs . 
Corrunissinners are required to attend at 
least 60% of all .._ 1servatton district 
meetings. On average, the distnct 
commissioners partictpate m about three 
meetings a month. Meeting lengths vary 
from two hours or more for local meenng, 
from half day to a day for state regtonal 
meetmgs, national regional meetings are 
normally two to three days and the 
nanonal annually meeting is five days. 

A commissioner shall not receive 
compensation for the commisstoner's 
servi,.es. However, to the extent funds are 
available, a commissioner is entitled to 
rece1ve actual expenses necessanly 

mcurred m the discharge of 
commissioner's duties , mcluding 
retmbursement for mileage at the rate 
proVIded for state business. 

Commissioners dtrect some federal, 
most state and all local conservation 
programs, within guidelines set under 
federal and state laws. They investigate 
soi l loss complamts and enforce Iowa sot! 
Joss laws with the cooperanon of the state 
attorney general. They work wtth a great 
many government agenctes; pnvate 
orgaruzanons and most imponantly they 
work with any person those requests 
servtces that they can supply. 

All activtties of the district are 
prefonned under Iowa's open meetings 
law and under the federal non­
discrimtnation law. Full tnfonnation of 

the powers and duties of soil & water 
conservation district commissioner and 
districts are m Iowa Code, chapter 16 I A 
and available tn the district office. 

If, you are interested m serving as a 
corrunissioner to help provide the best 
future possible to present and future 
generations, contact any of the present 
commtss10ners or the office in West 
Uruon. Present commissiOners are; Joyce 
Trotter, of Fairbank (Oran township), 
Paul Nuss of Hawkeye (Center 
township), Dick Jensen of Elgm (Umon 
townshtp), John Grafenberg of West 
Union (Dover township) and Bill Bennen 
ofElgtn (Pleasant Valley townshtp). The 
present commissioners encourage you to 
serve as a district commissioner. 

~· DRILLING FOR YOUR "WELL BEING" 

1-800-568-449 
www..shawverwdl.com 

• AJI wells pressure grouted • State c~nified drillers 
• State-of-the-an tools, techniques, materials and personnel 

PARM • HOME • INDUSTRIAL• MUNICIPAL• IRRIGATION 
Fredencksburg/Dyersville!Waukon 

SERVING EASTERN IOWA FOR MORE THAN 60 YEAR 

Guaranleed revenue proleclion for your crops. 

-----------------------------------------------
Crop Revenue Coverage 

Revenue Assurance Muhiple Peril 

March IS ts the last day to insure spring crops. Call today! 

Phll1.~e~:mes 
(800) 214--3778 

JimMJicllell 
Fayette 

(563) 425·3333 

r:=. 
FARM BUREAU FINAt-;CtAL SERVICES 

lnsuronc~ • ln~<~srmrlllf 

Sturlhn I JIA~tn anm• t1vwtft (fl ,frnt M•rttllllll Suneu. uc• s.oa Llnfon.mtyAn. wn~. Ott M..nu.IA S01tl 
ln/16G-11f04•i-VIIIbft.LI.Ivlul..,_ UC..:~'WOIIU.t.k -.!A•1¥!!18&1fu.L'..tiJillnai'I'UCIIfloOI"''III• 
t!M!Cl'I(IOrtJJr'lit-,pfl'W'drt Wlt.aled CfBl2004 11 

A+ 
You don't have to pay a lot for 

Great Yields! 
County Corn Grower Plot Yields 
Clayton .................. 6108 ....... 6th ......... 246.5 bu/ac 

SEEDS 
CORN ALFALFA SOYBEANS 

Fayetle ... ... ...... ... ... 5107B .... .4th ......... 207.3 bu/ac 
Buchanan .............. 61 08 .. ..... 3rd ......... 205. 7 bu/ac 
Jerry Cole .............. 5107B ..... 1st.. ....... 222.7 bu/ac 

Pattison Bros. 
Bob Halverson ..... .X5105 ..... 1st.. ....... 209.1 bu/ac 

Jerry Cole (563) 637-2221 . 

Bob Halversor (563) ,423-7287l'­
Dale Fagner (563) . 2~5-1125 . · : 

•• ............. ~·:,~·:~.----~:.- .... ',,•,·, ............ • •• (' ....................... <flf.'tt •• • •• ·.·, ......... . 
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Miersen gives timber stand improvement a go 
This is the4• in a ;;eries of interviews 

wllh watershed landowner.;. Many thanks 
to Rick Miersen, who owns land on the 
west side of Backhone Park (Delaware 
County). This mterviewdealt wtth timber 
stand improvement (TS!). 

Q . What is the history or your 
farmmg operation? What are your goals 
with the property - as far as long term 
management? How many acres do you 
own? 

A I hought the property in 1993. My 
goals are to provide recreational 
opportunities wlu le also being a long 
tenn investment. I have 26 acres, mil, 
with 4 7 of those acres enroiJed into the 
general CRP. The rest IS timber. 

Q. Why did you decide to complete 
TSI? When did you do It? 

A. In '94 I took a Master Woodland 
course and wanted to apply the things I 
learned. My timber was in need of 
cleaning up. The next year I received a 
SIP grant to complete TSI and prepare 
the area for trees. 

Q. What types ofTSI techniques did 
you do on your farm? 

A. Crop tree release and weed tree 
eradication. 

Q . Would you recommend this 
practice to other woodland owners? Why 
or why not? 

A Absolutely. Gary Beyer, IDNR 
District Forester, told me it's the only 
time in your life you can earn $1,000 per 
hour, but your kids cash the check. I think 
of that every time-- man, I'm making 
some money when I do this. 

Q. Was your TSI very costly to 
complete? 

A. Not at all. 
Q . Have you ever held a timber 

harvest? Any tips or advice for selling 
timber? 

A. No. Trying to though. Take bids 
for the better timber. Always be a part of 
the loggu1g process. Be m the woods. 

Q. 1-Iow arc your trees coming 
along? Is the growth what you expected? 

A. They' re domg well for the soi l 
tht:y 're growing m. 

Q. How do you sec water quahty m 
the Maquoketa R1ver/Backbone Park 
area? 

A. I wouldn't have any feelings 
except for the testing that has been done. 
You don't know until then. 

Q. What do you be!Jeve TSI w1U do 
for the wildlife habitat m your local area? 

A. It will always unprove wildlife 
habitat but main benefit is the landowner 
can manage for his interests, whether 
that's squirrel hunnng, grouse or nco­
tropical migrants (spring and summer 
songbirds that migrate south for the 
winter). 

Q. Do you harvest any alternative 
forest products from your timber like 
nuts, pine cones etc.? What do you do 
with those products? 

A. I feed the family with the deer 
meat and mushrooms, and collect craft 
things like grape vines for my wife. 

Q. If you had it to do all over again, 
would you do the same thing to improve 
you timber? 

A. Yes. 
Q. What do thmk of other timber in 

the watershed? Do you think other 

landowners Y.ould benefit from doing 
someTSI? 

A . I think there 's tremendous 
opportunities for landowners to increase 
their net worth and do good for the 
environment at the same time. 

Q. Any last comments? 
A. Lots of them, but what do you 

pick and choose? It 's a very simple 
operation to do, and thmgs like crop tree 
release have a proven track record of 
working.The Upper Maquoketa River 
Water Quahty proJect is supported in part 
or m total by the Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship, 
Division of Soil Conservation, through 
funds of the Water Protection Fund and, 
by the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources through a grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency under 
the Federal Nonpoint Source 
Management Program (Section 319 fo 
the Clean Water Act). Technical 
assistance is provided by the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture , Natural 
Resources Conservation Service. All 
programs and services are offered on a 
nondiscriminatory basis, without regard 
to race, color, national origin, religion, 
sex, age, marital status, or handicap. The 
publication of this document has been 
funded in part by the Division of Soil 
Conservation, Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship, and 
by the Iowa Department of Natural 
Resources through a grant from the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency under 
the Federal Nonpoint Source 
Management Program (Section 319 of 
the Clean Water Act). 

NAPA Auto Parts 
112 E Elm, West Union 422-3896 

Call us for assistance with your soil conservation plans! 

Terrace & Waterway Construction 
- Culverts For Sale: New & Used 

• Sitework • Pond Development 
• Driveway Construction • Demolition 
• Sewer & Water Work • Heavy Hauling 

• Highway Grading 

~HOLLAND 
CONSTRUCTION. INC. 

"Grading A Path To The Future" 
2092 Hwy 9 West, Decorah (800) 262-5619 or (563) 382-2901 

West Union, lA 
563-422-5355 

l-800-870-6075 

United Dairv 
Svstems, Inc. 
r.! DelavaL 
WtCI!M~in,...PiocM:tlon 

Germania Dairy Equipment 

L\1MAYrAG Crosley • Sharp • Gibson 
Goldstar • Rheem 

PAUL OLSON, Owner 
563-245-1948 

201 South Main St. 
Elkader, Iowa 52043 

300 10th St. NE 
Independence, /A 319-334-7193 



Backbone Lake watershed 
works toward a hazardous 
material spill response plan. 
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By Tom Sperfslage, Environmental 
Specialist Iowa Department of Agriculture 
and Land Stewardship- Division of Soil 
Conservation 
27 January 2004 

Emergency Management Coordmators, St.ate 
Troopers, Strawberry Point Mayor and C1ty 
CounciL'Police, lowa DNR. Iowa Dept of A g. 
Fnends of Backbone Lake, and c1tizen 
representatives have met to discus" a 
I IAZMAT plan for the watershed. The plan 
1s e~~:pected to be lht: first in lhe St.ate to addre,, 
a cold water trout stream and the State-owned 
Backbone Lake. The plan w;U address types 
of cont.ainmcnt k1l' needed. location of the 
kil'. call priority and other necessary steps 
needed to protcc;t the slte.utt and Lake. 
Sponsors and Supporters 

Proper utilization of manure 
nutrients improves the 
environment and saves dollars 

The watershed tor the Backbone LJ.kc 
m B<Kkbone State Park·~ nearly 80,000 acre..; 
and drnins through portions of four counties 
mcluding Fayette , Clayton, Delaware and 
Buchanan 

TradltlonaJly, watc:r quahty improvement 
pmjcrts ha\-e focused on preventing ~1mcnt 
and nutncnb from reachmg the wJter body 
ol mlt:rc!il, • .md rightfully !\0. Acros.'i Iowa, 
numcrou.i sources and data sugg~t that excess 
so1l Md nutntnt ICK.~ plague our streanl.\, river.; 
Wld lakes. 

landownen. m the Upper Maquoketa 
R1ver(Arlmgton and Strawberry Pomt areas) 
and South fork {Aurora and Lamont areas) 
have Yoorked for the p~t several yean; to 
tn1prove the qual1ty of runoffwaLer as it leaves 
thelf land .md enters the river system. Much 
lidS been done- -and there IS much yet to do. 

Citi7..en'i in the Backbone watershed have 
indiCated an mtercst m addressmg other 
potcnttal sources of pollution, most namely 
hazardous material (HAZMAn spills aJong 
the State and County paved roads that ross­
cross the watershed. One tanker truck 
topplmg oil a bndge in the wrong spot can 
mean qutck tran~port of contamination 
through the cold watl.!'r trout stream (killing 
trout) and ~sibly reachmg Backbone Lake 
beach. Acrordmg to cakulations, at base flow, 
the MaquokeLt River mo\·es at about two feet 
fk;t ~nd. Dunng flood flows, the water 
mo\es through the R..i\·er atju.<;t more than four 
feet per :-el:ond It takes the average drop of 
water in the River JW>I ()..12 hours, depending 
on condition~. to tra\'el from Arlington to lhe 
lip of aackbone- Lake. 

In rn-ponse. the part1~1pabng So1l and 
Water Comervation Districts, County 

Government Fedeml 
United St.ates Department of Agnculture: 
• Na(\lf'31 Rc!><>un:es Conservation Service 
• Ltmestonc Blull\ RC&D 
• Fann Service Agency 
Envuonmental Protection Agency - (Clean 
Water Act. Section 319} 
U.S. Fi!.h and Wildlife Service 
State: 
Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land 
Stewardsh1p· 
• Division of Soil Conserva tion Iowa 
Department of Natural Resources -
Environmental Protection Division 
Iowa State University: 
• Coopemtive Extension SeMce and TIAER 
Local: 
• Fayette, Clayton, Delaware and Buchanan 
CoWlty Soil and Water ConservatJon Districts 
City of Strawberry Point 
• Chamber of Commerce 
• Economic Development 
Pnvate: 
• Local landowners 
• Dubuque Fly Fishers 
• Hawkeye Flyfishing Association 
·Maquoketa River Alliance 
• Trees Forever 
• Iowa Fann Bureau 
• lleadwaters Council 

By Ang1e Freilinger-Mohs, 
Soil Conservationist Natural 
Resources Conservatton Service 
West Union Field Office 

Conservation planmng consists of 
several aspects that are commoniy 
assoctated wnh the Natural Resources 
Conservauon Serv1ce (NRCS) practices 
and programs. Common conservation 
pracnccs mcludc grassed buffers along 
streams, grassed waterways, terraces, 
ponds and other pracuces. Unknown to 
landowners are practi ces that aren't as 
common includmg rotational grazsng 
practice's, ammal manure storage 
structures, conservation ullage systems 
such as zone till orno-u ll , nutrient and pest 
management, the hst goes on. Proper 
nutnent management has the ab1l ity to not 
only improve the enVtrOnment, but also 
save time ancl :nn,·~Y 

NRCS IS current!)' C0111ple ttng 
nutrient management plans for landowners 
with the poss ibility of receiving cost-share 
for their efforts. Nutrient "management 
plans are completed based on satisfYing 
crop removal rates wnh appropriate 
nutrient additions m the form of manure 
and/or commercial fertiliZer supplements. 
After complet 1n g severa l nutrient 
management plans 1t has come to my 
attention that m most cases producers are 
over applying the requtred nutrients to 
satisfy crop needs resultmg not only m a 
loss ot nutrients causing unnecessary 

Proudly Supplying Families with 

1.1, (j#\S 

environmental Impacts, but also a loss of 
dollars. 

Currently landowners often apply 
manure to cropland w1thout takmg credn 
for the available nutrient\ in those 
apphcauons. \Va}'ne Gie~elman from the 
Department of Natural Resources sunply 
states "Take credit for the ava1lable 
nitrogen, test your manure and land apply 
following a nutTicnt management plan 
You'll save money and help the 
envu-onmcnt." BCl1eve 1t or not it IS almost 
as sunple as 11 sound~. Several agencies 
and pnvate mdtviduals offer the services 
of proVJdmg a nutrient management plan 
mcludmg lhe NRCS 

Often associated wtlh taking credit for 
manure application is the concern deahng 
with the cost of hauling manure. Most of 
you have heard the term "}'ou can't afford 
to haul manure, the nutrients won't pay 
for tt". In an article wnttcn by Greg 
Brenneman, ISU Extension, he states 

"Before looking at the economics of 
manure hauhng,l would ask. if you don't 
haul the manure out what are you gQmg to 
do with n!!. The point is. something will 
have to be done with the manure. You can 
either just d1spose of it or you can put a 
httlc extra ume and effort in and uulize 
the manure as the good fertilizer that it is." 
In his article he emphasizes the fact that 
the cost ofhauting manure longer distances 
can be justified by the better uuhzat1on of 
the nutncnts m the manure. 

There are more benefits than just 
unhzrng valuable nutnents when applying 
manure. In an article written by Jeff 
Lorimor, Department of Agriculture and 
Biosystems Engmeenng, he emphasazes 
th1s fact by statmg, " If managed correctly, 
manure is an excellent plant nutrients 
resource ,rrl ~oii ''bUilder", resultmg m 
many amportant environmenta l benefits 
Solis regularly receiving manure reqUJre 
less commercial fertilizer {conserving 
energy and hmitmg phosphorus reserves); 
are higher m organtc matter, contnbutmg 
to greater soil productiVIty; and may 
experience less runoff and erosion and 

better moisture coru.ervauon Orgamc 
matter 1s often a~soclah:!d wnh manure 
appltcauon. whtch 1ncrca~s soal organu; 
matter levels and reducl!s ero~1on . 

After completmg se\'cral nutncnt 
management plans, I ha\e rcali;cd that 11 
isn 'I JUSt manure that 1~ be1ng over applied. 
but also commercJal fertilizer applications. 
Nutnent management plans developed by 
NRCS not only addresses fanns lhat deal 
wtth manure application. but also farms 
that deal stnctlywnh commercml ferh l1zer 
app l1cattons. 

Bnnging a d1fferent vtew to thts 
artJcle,l have to ask thoseofyou who don't 
have livestock tf you have ever considered 
allowing appltcarions of manure on your 
cropland? There arc severa l livestock 
operatlons m thi s county. In wh1ch some 
don't have enough cropland to properly 
apply thetr nutrients accordmg to their 
nutncnt management plan 
recommendations. I have worked with a 
few landowners that allow these livestock 
operat ions to apply manure on the1r 
cropland for a reduced hauling cost 
Essentially the landowner is not only 
rece1ving an application of fertilizer, but 
they are also saving dollars when 
considenng addlttonal fertilizer 
application costs in tcm1s of machmcry 
and nmc. 

Our goai is to reduce the 
environmental ampacts from over 
appltcallon and help landowners to 
properly manage the1r nutrients. When 
landowners partake in the nutnent 
management program they are not only 
saving time and money through reduced 
nutrient mputs from over apphcauon, but 
lhey also may potentmlly be ehg1ble to 
receave cost-share payments for their 
efforts to follow such a plan. To sum it up 
there are numerous benefits associated 
With followmg such a plan, which mcludes 
protecting the environment for fu ture 
generations and putting dollars back mto 
the landowner's pocket. 

For any que!.tions feel free to contact 
our office at 563-422-3868 eXIenSion 3. 

For Corn 
Drying 

ErHome 
Heating 

Call us for contracts on: LESLIE R. LAUER & SONS 

Our Employees are the 
KEY TO OUR SUCCESS: 

KENNY SCHOLBROCK: Truck Driver, Sales & Service 
DAN MEYER: Truck Driver, Sales & Service 
JERRY CONNER: Furnace Sales & Service 

• Corn Drying 

• Livestock Heating 
• Home Heating 

160,000 Gallons of Storage 
at three different locations: 

• Aurora/Lamont 

-rB~,_ 

Custom Farm Work 
Bulldozing 
Tiling 
Terracing 
Scraper Work 
Farm Ponds 
Waterways 
Lime Spreading 
Basement Excavation 
Rock & Dirt Hauling 

NG & GRADING 

CALL 563-422-5430 ·WES:r UN«:>N SINCE 1948 
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2003 Gilbertson Conservation Research Plot Results Announced 

BY DAN BURHART, FAYE1TE COUNTY EXTENSION EDUCATION DIRECTOR 

Dan Burkhart, Fayene County Extension Education DtiOCtor bas released the 2003 research data and 
results from the G1lbertson Conservation Area research plots near Elgm. The contlnous corn plots have 
been m place for all most 20 years, thanks to the fllowmg cooperators. 

Fayene County Conservation Board-use of the land. 
Ben Hunsberger for planting and barvestmg. 

Chris Strong, NE Iowa Cooperative and Chuck Kolbet., DeKalb/Asgrow for the seed and the weigh 
wagon. 

Northeast Cooperatives for application of the mtrogen fertilizer and herbicide, 
Mark Thompson, Monsanto for the Harness Extra herbicide. 
Brian Lang, Iowa State University Crop Speciahst for plot design. layout and statistical analysis. 

Gilbertson Conservation Educadoo Area, Elgin, Ia 
Research and Demonstration Results, 2003 

BACkGROUND I~FORMATIO"'' 

~: Dorchester silt loam, 0 to 2% slope, 2 to 3°/e organ1c matter, CSR 85. 
~ pH P porn K ppm Zn ppm 

North plot 7.9 39 (VH) 138 (Opt) 1.2 (H) 
Center plot 7.8 56 (VH) 135 (Opt) II (H) 
South plot 7.9 52 (VH) 147 (Opt) 1.0 (H) 

~~; Randornaed complete block with 3 rephcattons Each research plot is 
about 5 acres. Individual treatments range m size from 0.1 to 0.3 acre. 
~: Loog· term cootinous com. 
.l'lrulllru:.!!: May 2 1, 2003. 

F:_~rutiJC( 100 lbs per acre 9·23·30 starter 150 lbs N per acre as 28% applied May 24 
IJerb;~id~:- Harness Xtra at 2 quarts per acre applied pre-emerge on May 24. 
~e Aztec applied T-band at planting on appropriate treatments. 

R~t: \RCn •oR 2003 

I Comparing hogenous Com Hybrids (North Plot and Central Plot): Isogenous com is com With the 
same genetic background. When these lmes are bioenglru .. -ered with traits such as European Com 
Borer tolerance or gJypbo:iate herbicide reststance, there may be concerns that other tmportant traits. 
such as yield, arc altered The 2003 research at this stte compares isogenous com wtth b1oengmeered 
tratb of: - Bt for prote<:tion from European Com Borer 

• Bt for protectmn from Com Rootworm 
·Roundup Ready for tolerance to g lypho<.ate herb1cide. 

Companng affect~ of planter speed on plant populatton and yield (South Plot). 

2003 ~OR Ill PLOl - Bt '"·crsus non· Bt co rn fo r Protection from Europea n Corn Borer. 
• Comparhon or hogenou\ Cor-n \\oilh and "'ilhout the Roun dup ltt'Bd) Trait. 

CrOJIJi in l! ~\lem : 
Tn.•a tm enh : 

Conttnuous com, no-t ill, l.Onc-tlil planter. 
Compare isogenou.~; hybrids 
- DK537 
· DKCSJ-33 RR {Roundup rest stance) 
· DKC53-34 RR/YGCB (Roundup re<>t~tant and European com borer tolerant) 

Re\UII\: Harvc ... tcd on Q,tobcr 24, 2003. 

Treatmem Yield bu~a.~ . .JQ_ I ~~-t.Jn9.iiDt~ 
o~n INa 
DKC53·33 RR 162 a 
DKC53·34 RR.YGCB 16S b 

LSDoos 

Pram hary_est m~ 
17.8 a 
17.5 a 
18.2 b 

0.4 
Tfeat e tt.t u1th the same letter are not .sJgmjfCtlntly ri•flN"enl from each otha 

Co ncht\ion: 

!'llo !<.igmficant difference among 1sogenouo; hybrids. There Wa.!> a "mall stgnificant benefit wtth the Bt tratt 
for protectton from European com borer 

2003 Cl "'iHR P t.Ol - Roornorm insecricide \ ers us none ve rsus Bt Co rn Rootnorm protection . 
·Compa rison oflsogenous Corn with and "ithout Trait s of: 

Round Ready for gl) phosate resista nce 
Bt for Europea n Corn Dor er toleran ce 
Bt for Co rn Roorn orm tolera nce 

C rOJlpin.Jt "ill~m : 
Tre-a tm ent\: 

Contmuous com. no--till, zone-till planter 
Compare isogenous hybrids with and "'ithout rootworm insecticide: 
-0~37 

. DKC53-34 RRIYGCB (Roundup JC'tiSLlnt and European Com Borer tolerant) 
- OKC53-29 YGRW (Com Rootworm tolerant) 
• DKC~3·3 1 YGPlus (Com Rootworm and European Com Borer tolerant) 

Re\1dt\: EvaluatiOn of com roof1A.·orm larval feedmg damage on July 18, 2003 

A mtmg of"0.25" is constdered economic threshold. A numg of" l " means one entire node of roots was 
!t igmfi"mtly tnjured. a-rntmg of"l.5" means the equivalent of I nodes of roots tnjuted. 

Sodc--injury scale .. 
.. 
OA .. 

IK 'MthOut Aztec ~ 

. With Aztoc _j 

c OKC5,l..l9 VCR\\' OKCSJ...JI YGPius OKCSJ-34 RRJYGCB DK537 

Rn.W!J: Harvested on October 24, 2003. 

Yield, bulK adfunod, to IS.5°fl motsDnt Gmm bAQfes\ moiJ:rure % 

OK 
OK 
OK 
OK 
OK 
OK 

537 w/o Azte<: 
537w/ Mec 
C5334 RR YG w/o Aztec 
C5334 RR YG w/ Aztec 
CS329 YG w/o Aztec 
C5329 YG w/ Aztec 

159o 
166 b 
168 be 
173 cd 
181 . 
178 do 

OK C5331 YG w/o Aztec I 72 de 

LSD oos 6 
Tr~atments ln/h th~ sam~ lettu are not significantly different from each othu. 

Comparing Jsogenous Hybrids - Average of Corn Rootworm Comparisons 
Hybnd no msecncjde mscctJcjde Hvbrid 

0~37 ! 59 vs. DKC53-29 YGRW 
0~37 166 DKC53-29 YGRW 
DKC53-34 RI!NGCB 168 I 7J vs PKC53-3! YGP!us 
Average (LSDooJ J) 164 a 170b 

18.2 b 
17.5. 
19.3 c 
19.3 <: 

17.6 a 
17.8 lb 
176a 

05 

Bt Com rootwoan 
181 
178 
172 
179 c 

Comparing lsogenous Hybrids- Average of Europea n Corn Borer Comparisons 
Hybrid Non·Bt Hybnd Bt 

0~37 wlo Aztec 159 DKC53-34 RRIYGCB w/o Aztec 168 
DK537 w / Aztec 166 DKC53-34 RRIYGCB w l Aztec 173 
DKCSJ.29 YGRW w{o Aztec 181 pKC5l-31 

YGPbs w/o Aztec 179 

Average(LSDooJ 4) 169 a 173 b 

~: 

Significant root damage occurred from com rootworm, with an average yield respon~ of 6 bu . per acre 
from using insecticide. The Bt hybrids with Corn rootworm prote<:tion yield provided an add1t10nal2 bu 
per acre yield advantage. As with the North Plot study, there was a small but signjficant yield w;pon~e 
from Bt protectmn of European corn borer, wtth an average yield response of 4 bu . per acre 

2003 SOUTH PLOT- Planting Speed Study 

Cro~: 

.l::l.l1!!!doc: 
Contmuous corn, fall chisel plowed, zone-till planter. 
Pioneer 36N7 1 YG and 36N72 (Hercule~t) 

Treatments: Planted at e1lher 2.5, 5.0, or 7.5 mph with a JO 7000 planter 

B.n!!.lli: Plant population evaluation on June 10.2003: Harvested on October 24 . 2003 
Tru.went ___f9pulat10n Yjeld 15 5% Gmtn mQW_« 

planb 'acre bU!acre % 
2.5 mph 31,130 a 185 c 17.9 a 
5.0mph 30,700• 178 b 18.2 a 
75mph 29 56_0 h 172 a Jll a 
LSD oos 6RO 4 04 
Treatm£nt.f -..·•lh the samt: Iefler art: not JIJtmficanl~)" dJlft:rt:nt from each olhtr 

('onclu\ion: 

TheUS Dcp.utmmlof A~ocullure(USl>Aiproh•bll tl!U'Oinl~l!on m a/IlL~ rrou.ltlltlllltlllc noll~ 11 t>a. ! nf r 
G..im~ tltfl!ft l.JMtQ:IO*IId"e$1tolctfno~~·bii..Uill)oV I· ,.. ,DOn1-.aL~.f:~~jJ MJlf"W\I.prU~ f.cfi,JI•:id• 

~~fl~~~~~~~~:~~:~:~~cm~Jri1~6'n7c~~:~-.~:R~h~~;O:':'~~!e~11 ~~::~"0~~::~ :~;h ~:.1 h ~cp 
A\·t.-nue. SW, W:uhmgton. [)(" 202.'i0-9410orcaii202·'20- Qb4 

COME SEE US FOR DLL OF 
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEE'DS! 

Decorah Chevrolet Cadillac 
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Sales lnlcmel Sales Sales General Mgr 
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Sales 

Greg Devry Tom 
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Sales Sales General Mgr. 

Leon 
Bachelder 

Owner 

OVER 300 VEHICLES ON LOT! 
Decorah Decorah 

Chevrolet Cadillac Auto Center 
CHIVIOLIT 1817 State Hwy 9 E 

Josh 
Pope 

Finance 

c:;::;::, 
WIUII,_. 

211 College Drive 
(563) 382-3619 
1-800-319-3619 

. ffi 
LINCOLN 

(563) 382-3919 
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