’ ldorn's.Pme Lakes were the subject
ion at a recent meeting held at
County Savings Bank in El-

meeting was hosted by the Hardin
ty Soll Commissioners and included
spresentatives from Franklin - and
dy conservation groups, as well as
a and state conservation officials.

j'resent from Hardin county were Dis-
ict Conservationist Laurence Green and
sioners Carroll Hobson, Martin
groer and Gary Walters. Grundy county
5 Tepresented by District Conserva-
nist Jerry Stork and Commissioners
ph Moore, Russell Katzer and Larry
mlinger. From Franklin county were
Strict Conservationist Charles Keipe
id DW. Mott. Area Conservationist
peninis Loreth and Resource Conserva-
pnist Jeff Zimprich attended from the
lort Dodge Area office of the Soil Con-
ervation Service, James Reel, who is a
lershed specialist, was the featured
peaker, coming from the Office of the
ate Conservationist in Des Moines.

The session was held as a part of
rdin County’s Annual Work Plan and
ponsored with the hope of enlisting new
erest i erosion control in the Pine

ctures in place and Is well
ost of this work was done
Upper Pine Lake watershed
is Eastory, Hobson said, and Iis

¥ counties. Lower Pine's wa-
rershed is well-known In this area be-
causé of the Agricultural Research Ser-
vice study on the Ray McDowell
% Hardin's soil commissioners hope
the interest and community
' which accomplished good
In the Lower Pine area, Hobson

G counties to ‘‘close ranks, create a

7 '|_"‘_'--"

dine Lake Watersheds Subject Of
hree-County Conservation Session

non-profit corporation, raise local money
and hope to attract grants." Reel further
suggested a possiblé opportunity to ac-
quire some of a special ACP fund offered
through the federal government. He also
suggested acquiring funds from the Soil
Conservation Fund in Iowa. “All of this is
avallable, provided the farmers and the
people here support the project and
provided the Pine Lakes Watersheds
would qualify,” Hobson reports.

Reel was explicit about the cost of
dredging once a lake is full of silt. He
reported the cost of dredging at $10 per
cubic foot of soll provided the conditions
are ideal. A close place W put the
dredged material is the critical factor in
dredging. Reel said moving the soil any
distance could easily double the cost of
dredging. He thought the cost of dredging
an unprotected (no upland treatment)
lake could run into millions of dollars.

Upper Pine watershed is located In
both Hardin and Grundy counties, with 54
percent located in Hardin county and 46
percent in Grundy. Loreth and Reel
suggested higher user fees (for which
state approval would be needed) and
directed community dedication to save
the lakes.
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concluded by sa
the effort. Don't t

1
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‘Don OU .

one big project at 'l‘ time as ’%I

communities can't handle more than one
expensive project at a time. Show non-be-
lievers some of the lakes in lowa that are
already destroyed."”

The combined watersheds of both coun-‘

ties comprise approximately 8,000 acres
of farmland.

Rotary Hears Hightshoe
Rotarian Deb Hightshoe, Administrator
at Eldora Manor and Valley View Nurs-
ing Center, discussed residential, inter-
mediate and Jong term health care during
the program at the weekly meeting of the
Eldora Rotary Club Tuesday noon.

ER

RESFE B2 J3J33BEFER

 RECIAE

P aAareregAEIRE

E<ESSF GSESSSETAEOE




.y

o

-r!f-lﬁf

JOIN AND SUPPORY THE
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‘Save the soil’ efforts focus on erosion

‘‘Soil -- We Can’t Grow
Without It’’ is the theme for this
year’'s National Wildlife Week,
March 17 through 23.

The 48th annual Wildlife Week
is sponsored by the National
Wildlife Federation. Soil conser-
vation was chosen as this year’s
message not only because soil is
one of the nation's most import-
ant natural resources, but also
because 1985 marks the 50th
anniversary of the founding of
the Soil Conservation Service,
part of the Department of Agri-
culture.

Soil provides the foundation of
for the abundance of life on
earth - food, wildlife, plants and
people. Yet this vital resource is
disappearing at an alarming
rate.

Co-chairing 1985 National
Wildlife Week are Eddie Albert,
actor and congervationist, and
Rowlf the Dog, the piano-play-
ing membér of the Muppet
family.

“In some areas of the country,
we are losing as much soil now
as we did during the Dust Bowl
era,” said Jay D. Hair, Execu-
tive Vice President of the
National Wildlife Federation.
“In fact, the United States loses
more than six billion tons of soil
each year because of erosion.
This lost soil in turn pollutes our
water, fouls our air and deter-
iorates wildlife habitat.”

Erosion, which is the move-
ment of soil by wind and water,
is a natural process, but is
greatly accelerated by human
activity. Strip mining in Wyom-
ing, for example, has increased
erosion. rates to 11 times the
natural rate; sediment washing
off construction sites in Mary-
land has caused soil losses of 100
times the natural rate. The
natural processes that create
and replace that lost topsoil can
take 500 years to form just one
inch of topsoil.

“The wise management and
conservation of our soil
resources are essential to all
living things,”’ said Hair of the
National Wildlife Federation.
‘““By appreciating and preserv-
ing soil today, we can conserve
one of our nation’s most
valuable resources for
tomorrow.”

“For example, farmers using
conservation tillage, especially
no-till, leave crop residue on
fields over winter, providing
food and cover for wildlife.”

FACTS ABOUT SOIL
*Wind causes about 2/5 of all
erosion on farms and ranches.
*The United States has about
421 million acres of cropland
*Soil scientists have identified
over 70,000 kinds of soil in the
United States.
*An acre of topsoil one inch
deep weighs about 150 tons.
*As many as a million earth-
worms can live in one acre of
soil.
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Prairie Grasses Make Good Pasture, Wildlife Cover

Two hundred years ago, aboyp 80 than 2,000 acres were approved in 198 for
of the lowa landsc pe cost share funding
percent by tall, prairie grass Livestock producers are lnterested in
hﬂ"';du" has almost planting  wa: Ason grasses because
w"‘wm: plow, some o uslng cool-season  grasses durfog the
succumbed prairie grasses are o spring and fall, and warm-season grasses
M«s‘d for livestock forage aad during the hot summer months Is one way
belng 4 o nd-cg seasonal variation tn avallable N WArTD-season grasses in a pasture
wildlife cover Yowh Siaie U forage. Switchgrass is the species planted of  wildlife setting s @ "ffl 'A ing
wm Bacabart, mist, says p most widely In lows because |t (s b
mm ll.‘“m Inla d more easlly than other native

For wellestablished stands, he Suggests
unnual upplications of 80 to 100 pounds of
altrogen per acre. Atrmzine can be used
for weed control Iy established stands
Barnhart says care should be taken 1o see
that the warm-season grass Is pever
over-grazed.

opportunity for many livestock producers
Those interested In grow

Learn how the
livestock will res
conditions be
and lots of money to
system," Barnhart advises

and big bluestem mre being ued 8 ETasscs and adapts well (o avallable
rotational grazing systems with cool. forage seeding machinery . ° °
son grasses like Kentucky bluegrasy sl “As seed conditioning technology and s ’ C t B
smooth bromegrass. experience with warm-season ,(,.,,:‘\',“ 0' onservu ,on eg'"s
Conservationists as well as livesto Increases,” Barnhart says ate use fs
producers are interested (n the warm. being made of blg bluestem ang
son prairie grasses, Barnhart says Indinngrass
Shallow seed placer

“Because they are not grazed y
WATID-SEAs0n  grasses and weed control d
& gofl Year are

nesting habitat for pheasants, quall Important st
songbirds," he says. § stand of warm-season

The lowa Conservation Cor rates of five 1o 10 pc

nt, & firm seedbed

With Good Drainage!
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3 Governor Terry Branstad
 Having seen first-hand the effects of
good soll management, | have always

the idea of proper soll
eonservation. The abllity of
donservation farmers to produce an
gbundant crop while protecting this
gunue resource Is ample evidence that

idea works,

=Still Towa's loss of this seemingly
inexhaustible supply of topsoil continues
fo average nearly ten tons per scre per
$ear, double the rate that soll replenishes
{self. We have lost over half of our rich
topsoil in the past 100 years
+Soll erosion is also a major culprit in the
lution of our rivers, lakes and streams.
. continues to be the state's
Largest single pollutant by volume. Farm
chemicals are also carried plggy-back
foshion from fleld to stream stop water
transported soll particles.
+This /s a situation we can {ll-afford, and
oue oul state government sought to
ogrre:t In 1980 with enactment of the
"Towa Soll 200" Program. We must deal
with our serious erosion problems within
the next 20 years, or be faced with loss of
fature ly and Income depletion
of our tax base and this natural resource.

As of July 1, an additional $3.484 million
became available for this year’s program,
p $2.9 million from appropriations levels

Eiaers. lows Al
NDY. RUTLES & LUNDY
a2 Execatorin)

v
ndex  Sapt 8, 14, 1083

$—Hardin County Index,
Friday, September 16, 1983

jPrecious Natural Resources

of & year ago

We're also initiating this year, a new,
no-interest conservation loan to
be used by itself without other types of
assistance or cost-share incentives. Loan
reciplents will be asked to pay back the
loan in equal instaliments over a ten-year
period. One million dollars has been
provided for each of the next two years to
Initiate this program. If it proves to be &
successful and worthwhile concept, in
time the state could have a self-replenish-
ing lcan fund.

Even with these new funding measures,
much still remains to be done. Increased
demand to do conservation work on idled
Payment-in-Kind (PIK) acres this sum-
mer and fall will exhaust most of the
cost-share assistance offered by state,
county, and federal government agencies.
In addition to increased state inputs, we
must work to maintain and strengthen the
federal government’s commitment to the
protection and preservation of this

nationally vital resource.
Farmers can do & lot themselves, and
many are, with practices like no-till,
tion tillage.

best partner producing the
state's crops - Is also the soil's worst
enemy when laid bare to erosion by

tillage

Please join me in saluting lowa's
conservation farmers for their example to
us all, during Soil and Water Conservation
Week, September 18-24, 1983

U you need help with soll and water
conservation, please get In touch with
your local soil conservation district.

lowa
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DBSERVE SOIL CONSERVATION

: Check Our Service & Prices

Farm Tile Systems
; Laser Grade Control

Bolin Drainage

648-5161 or 648-3471

Falls

' Martin Construction

. Build waterways,
| terraces, bury old foundations

- and rocks, tree rem

| in land improvement

;' Call Warren Martin, 497

| Over 15 years working for
ls hrmersy;n Hardin, Marshall and Story County

oval

continuing & cost-share program
promote planting switchgrass for wild)
habitats and livestock pastures Proy
loos of the allow the 10X

per acre are r
be used for w
and big bluest
gan stimulate

-5282, New Providence

contribute nearly hall the cost
establishing & switchgrass st
cooperators' farms. In return,

promote good wildlife management on ¢
land for five years, Barnhart sald

Service Graduate
Navy Lt Robert Frisk, son of
Frisk of Ackley was graduated
Medical Service School The
course is designed to prepare
hospital corpsmen and dental tech:
for duty with Marine Corps combat
To graduate he was reg
demonstrate basic proficlency |
gency medical techniques,
evacuation, fleld sanitation and
procedures

Steve McDowell shown with
our trenchless tiling machine

We Now Have In Operation The Newest

In Trenchless Tiling Equipment:

Wedge Plow mounted on
Tiger 111S.7.450 Steiger tractor.
Laser and slope controlled.
Installs4’’, 5", 6", and 8"
up to 672 feet deep.

Use consernvation practices
to save our precious soil for your
generation and MANY MORE
TO COME!

Your Agent Serving you - Ken Newby
Union-Whitten

Insurance Agency

Unicn 4365332
ARLRLRRARRARRRS (LA AR ARRRRRAE

Our laser controlled 7060 Speicher wheel trencher
is capable of installing up to 127 tile.

LAARL

We have all the equipment necessary for:

« Clay, Coment, Plastic The Instaliation * Land Cloaring

* Building Waterways * Terracing
© Basemont and Pits * Backhoe Service
— Laser Control —
Work Guaranteed — Free Estimates
==+ 23 YEARS EXPERIENCE <+
{ "Sfop in and see Us af our offices across |
{ from Ackley Food Processors on
i Highway 20, Ackley {

McDowe'I
& Sons

Larry, Rick, Steve and Jim McDowell
Ph. 847-3231 or 847-2978 Ackley

YOUR LAND

Of Union-Whitten,
Liscomb, Eldora
Member FDIC
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Set Conservation Week Observance

The annual Sofl and Water Conservation Week will be observed throughout the
Midwest during September 18-24, and in Hardin county the summer has been a busy
one for conservation work, as local soll conservation officlals work with area
farmers regarding their PIK acres. No till fields are again being emphasized by the
SCS district, and signs [such as that in the above photo] are being placed at special
plots utilizing no till this year. This soybean fleld Is located west of Alden.

Terracing construction Is also In full swing this summer, and will be continued into
the fall as weather permits according to conservationists Steve Manternach,
building terraces such as those shown in the bottom photo on the Dick Roll farm
southeast of Eldora.

A special salute to the Soll and Water Conservation Week observance appears In
today’s Issue of the Hardin County Index.
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The Hardia County Seil Comservation
District presented eight awards for soil
fmservation practices of the past year

& & special recognition dinner and
Tuesday at Diemond's in
Three of the swards were in the
Teaant Division and went to

Roel Company, Robert Willlams Owner,
Jim Frevert, Farm Manager, and Wilbur
Bud" Boeke, Tenant, for comservation
efforts on their farm operation west of
Eldora in Pleasant township. Pictured In
the left photo are, left to right: Mr. and

Mrs, Boeke, Earnest Hoffa, an employee
of the local Sofl Comservation District
office who was honered for Distinguisbed
and Dedicated Service; Harry Lawless of
Jackson township, who received (e
Goodyear Comservation Award for oul-

Eight Awards Recognize Outstanding Soii Con

She has served o

Sceording to Johnson

Isask Walton League Windbreak Award
for efforts on thelr farm in Eldora
township; Mr. and Mrs. Keith Olson and
Mr. and Mrs. Vern Greimann whe
received the 1881 New Cooperator
Division Award for sofl conservation

Standing accomplishments in reseurce
fouservation; SCD Chairman Gary
Walters, who presented the awards oo
Bebalf of the District; and Frevert.
Pictured at right are, | to r: Mr. and
Mrs. Howard Frey, who received the

servutioh Practices In Ha

|

rdin County

ciforts on their farm south of Eldera In
Eldora townuship.

A review of the 1381 efforts of the
Hardin County Seil Conservation District
can be found In their two-page annual
repert appearing on pages six and seven
of today’s Hardin County Index.




