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The Goal­
to Eliminate · 
Scenes Like 
This One. 

A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT TO THE 
ATLANTIC NEWS-TELEGRAPH 

FARM MONTHLY 
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Check Over Construction Of Pond Near Cumberland 
Gene Eyberg and Shirley Frederiksen of the Cass County Soil Conservation District office look over the first part of the construction of a pond on the Helen Er1ckson 

farm near Cumberland. The pond was less than a hatf acre in size Eyberg said construction of ponds has declined in the last few years 
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BEFORE ... AFTER ... 

•Terraces •Dams •Water Ways •Earth Moving 
•Tree Removal •Ground Clearing 

• 
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Evaluate Economics Of 
Conservation Alternatives 

Area Farmer Adds To Soil Conservation Efforts 
Raymond Burnham, a 

farmer who lives three miles 
west of Lyman, is constan tl y 
adding to hi s soil conserva­
tion prac tices by ins talling 
terraces. 

Farmers can evaluate the 
economics of conservati on 
alternatives using either a 
partial budget approach or 
whole farm plan. 

Partial budgetin g is the 
easiest method, but it is not 
appropriate for analyzing all 
changes, according to Mike 
Duffy, extension economist at 
Iowa State University. 

He suggests partial budget­
ing for relatively minor con­
servati on c hanges, such as 
contouring or new tillage 
practices th at do not require 
major machinery changes. 

Duffy cautions that a n y 
change will affect costs and 
revenues. In partial budgeting, 
the farmer carefu lly esti mates 
the cost of those changes. A 
simple way to estimate costs 
is to make two lists. The first 
list contains decreases in costs 
or increases in revenue and the 
second, increases in costs or 
decreases in revenue. 

Subtract the second li st 
from the first. If the result is 
a positive number, the con­
servation change would be 
advantageous. 

Whole farm planning is 
more complex, but more ac­
curate. All farm families 
should go through this exer­
cise every four or five years 
regardless of whether major 
changes are contemplated, 
Duffy says. 

Whole farm planning looks 
at aH aspects of the business. 
In whole farm planning, the 
farmer evaluates such things 
as changes in profitability, 
cash flow, labor use, risk and 
business goals. 

Duffy suggests whole farm 
planning when conservation 
alternatives involve major 
changes in the operati on or 
financial structu re. For ex­
ample, whole farm planning 
should be used for changes in 
crop rotations or I i ves tock 
operations, building terraces 
and major machinery changes. 

The specialis t says local 
county Extension Service 
staff can help with whole 
farm planning by providing 
worksheets as well as a com­
puterized analysis called FIN­
PACK, which evaluates sev­
eral alternatives quickly and 
easily. 

When analyzing conserva­
tion alternatives, be sure to 
account for risk, Duffy ad­
vises. "Some changes will be 
far more risky and less desir­
able than others. You could 
select a lower average return 
alternative if it is less risky." 

There is a difference be­
tween private costs and re­
turns of conservation practices 
and social costs and returns, 
Duffy says. Private ones are 
what you pay or receive. So­
cial costs or benefits are what 
th'? public-at-large pays or re­
cetves. 

For example, the cos t is 
private if erosion lowers the 
productivity of your farm. But 
erosion also clogs waterways, 
silts reservoirs , ruins fi shing 
and does other public damage. 
Society or taxpayers mu st pay 
these costs. 

The private and social is­
sues rai se many interesting 
questions, Duffy says. "Wh o 
has the right to do what? Who 
pays for what? And so on. 
Also, a question of time 
arises . If I am 70 years old 
with no heirs, for example, 
why should I worry about 
possible effects 50 years from 
now?" 

• . ' . . • 

This whole area of public 
vers us private issues is cOn­
troversial, Duffy says. The 
econo mi cs o f co nservation 
alternatives is far more than a 
dollar price. Some farmers 
value co n se rvati on very 
highly and are willing to sac­
rifice short run gai ns to 
achieve it. Others are not 

"As you eva luate your 
conservation alternatives, re­
member there are other bene­
fits and costs. Careful plan­
ning and using the right tools 
will help you make the best 
decision," Duffy says. 

His latest venture came this 
fall when he put in 1,900 feet 
of them. 

Burnham, who has li ved on 
his current farmstead since 
1960, began terracing in the 
fa ll of 1977. He added more 
in the summers of 1979 and 
1983 before his project la st 
fall. 

With the constant additions, 
one would figure Burnham 
was always a big enthusiast 
of terracing. Thi s was not 
always the case, though. 

"I never used to like ter­
races," he explained. "This is 
because the old ones used to 
have point-rows, sometimes 
where your best land was. 
The point-rows made it very 
hard to farm and I felt the ter­
races in these cases just ruined 

PRESENTING 
ONE OF 

OVER 
3 ILLION 

REASONS TO 
S ITCHTO 

:.·-. 

Brayton Produce 
Brayton 

Cass Co. Elevator 
Atlantic 

• 
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Raymond Burnham, who farms and ives three m~es west of Lyman, 
stands near one of his fields, wtth several of the terraces he has 
instaUed over the years in the background. 

a place." 
The more recent models of 

terraces, however, have al­
lowed for parallel rows, which 
lead to easier farming. 

"These newer ones are good 
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because the parallel rows al­
l<fw you to farm between the 
terraces easier." 

Burnham, who far ms 395 
acres, said he fust felt terrac­

(Continued On Page Four) 
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JusT FoR STARTERS 
·WAYNE· fed pigs outperformed 

pigs fed their regular starter 
feeds 

adwic~. F' & Grain 
.. ' .•.·.· -· . : :: . 

• WAYNE· fed pigs needed less 
feed per pound of gain 
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Sheppar:d%.Eeed and 
· Fertilizer Inc. 

Walnut 
Tietz Feed ~ .. Supply 

Lyman 

,. 1 • Today 3 million more pigs are 
growing faster and more 
efficiently. 

As your local WAYNE dealer, we 
carry these products. We invite 

you to drop in or give us a call so 
we can share the results. You'll 

agree that it's time your pigs 
become one in a million , too. 

Products and answers that work:" WAYNE 
I UU.AL 

HEALTH 
AIDS 
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Larsen Builds Terraces To 
Help Future Generations 

• 

-
• 

Dale Larsen, who fives and farms 4 112 miles north of Marne, poses on one of his terraces that he recently 
installed 

Dale Larsen, who hves and 
farms 4 112 mtles north of 
Marne, IS domg his part m 
conserving so1l not only to 
help h tmse l f, but future 
generauons 

Last fall, Larsen, w1th the 
help of hts landlords, added 
10,000 feet of terrace to hts 
land. 
No~ only wtll thts move 

help h1m m retaimng topsotl 
and gettmg a good yteld of 
crops, but 1t will help ht s 
chlldren and grandchlldren, 
too 

"I feel every fanner should 
take the responstbtlity for fu­
ture generattons," Larsen ex­
plamed '' Once the topsoil tc; 
gone, tt's gone It's not 
l>Omething you can JUSt go 
out and bu) hke feruhzer ' 

Larsen satd the 1dea of ter­
racing 1s somethmg he was 
already accustomed to before 
he moved to hts farm 1 n 
1977 

"I moved down here from 
Ktmbalhon and It's a lot 
rougher up there," he sa1d. 
"So you sa\\. a lot of terracmg 
up there whtch made me used 
to the pracuce. 

"Terractng IS somethtn g 
that we've all got to get used 
to," he continued. " It 's 
so me thmg we're going to 
have to hve wrth tf we want 

to save the soli " 
Larsen satd a future prob­

lem that could occur tS a lack 
of money for all who w1sh to 
terrace. 

"Many people don't reailze 
the cost of It It can run 
anywhere from $15,200 to 
$20,000 for every 80 acres. 
That really can run mto a lot 
of money, but tt's a necessary 
Item 

"Anythmg you put that 
mu ch money mto has to 
show a payback," he contin ­
ued "The payback on thts 
w1l1 be more topsoll and a 
better yteld " 

Larsen added that bes1des 
the fund c; from the county, the 
generostty of hts landlords 
helped a lot m puttmg m the 
terraces 

"I've got two of the bes t 
landlords 1n the country. 
They can see we need to save 
the sotl " 

He \\.ent on to say that he 
has heard of a 1 0-year pro­
gram wh1ch 1s essentially a 
no-Interes t loa n from the 
government Thts, he added, 
1s a good tdea and c; hou ld be 
expanded further 

Wind Erosion Control 
A umque program helps 

control wind-caused problems 
along Iowa roadways, reports 
Ken Bruene, field represema­
tJve for the Iowa Department 
of Agnculture and Land 
Ste~ ardsh1p's dtvlston of sotl 
conservauon 

The Wmd ErosiOn Control 
Incenuve Program (WECIP), 
funded by road use taxes, 
helps control wmd erosion m 
areas that wou ld have prob­
lems of slit in road dttches or 
reduced vtsibtlity from blow­
tng dust, he explains. 

For the ftrst few years of 
the program, eltgtbthty was 
hmlled to north-central Iowa, 
where wind eros1on IS preva-

lent due to the relattveiy flat 
topography and Jack of wood­
lands or other objects to break 
the wmd Now, the enure 
state ts ehgtble tf certam cn­
tena are met. 

To be ellgtble, a sotl and 
water conservation dtstnct 
mu st cooperate with the 
county engmeer and the De­
partment of TransportatiOn 
restdent engmeer to develop a 
map mdtcattng segments of 
roadway that are subJect to 
excessive and damaging wind 
erosiOn After thts map ts de­
veloped, the d1stnct can take 
requests from landowners and 
operators with land adJOining 
the destgnated roadways for 

•Welding 
• Drilling 
•Machine Work 

Round Stock • Bar 
Stock 

Angle Iron-Plate Steel \ 

Hellman's Machine Shop 
300 Walnut St. Atlantic, lA 243-3701 

AT3 

financial a1d to control ex­
cesstve wmd erosiOn 

Control methods include 
reduced tillage, permanent 
grass strtps and field wmd­
breaks conststtng of trees and 
shrubs. Field windbreaks and 
grass stnps are planted 
accordmg to Sod Conserva­
tiOn Service spectftcauons. 
Tillage pracuces can vary, but 
they must result m 50 percent 
of the ground bemg covered 
after crops are planted m the 
spnng. ln some cases, gener­
ally after a crop of soybeans, 
fields would have to be no-ttJI 
planted 

Fundmg rate and contract 
length vary depending on 
practtces For example, tillage 
pracuces requtre a 5-year con­
trac t and earn a one-ttme 
payment of $30 per acre, the 
grass stnp requ rres a 20-year 
matntenance con tract and 
earns a one-ttme payment of 
$500 per acre for land planted 
to grass; the fie ld wmdbreak 
also requires a 20-year con­
tract with an agreement to 
main tam the wmdbreak for 29 
years and earns a payment of 
$1,000 per acre for land 
planted to trees. 

Although the program was 
destgned to combat and con­
trol wmd erosiOn, Jt also has 
been valuable m preventmg 
snow from dnfttng onto the 
roadways, acco rdtng to 
Bruene. 

"Motorists can see some 

Attention 
FARMERS 

very dramatic resu Its from the 
program each wtnter while 
dn'Y ang the state's roadways. 
Less drifting also lowers the 
cost of snow removal," he 
addrl 

"The W1nd ErosiOn Control 
IncentJve Program IS an 
excellent example of different 
umts of state government 
worktng together to solve 
problem~ of pu bite concern. 

Area Farmer 
Adds To Soi l Conser­
vation Efforts 
<Continued From Page Three) 

ing was necessar)' because of 
water runoff 10 one of hts 
fie Ide; 

"I knew I had to slow up 
the runoff because there was 
always a d1tch at the bottom 
of a htll 1n the field, and I 
could never cross that d1tch," 
Burnham related. 

Terracing worked for Bum­
ham and th ts sold htm on the 
tdea, as he added more to steep 
and long hills that he farmed. 

"It got to wash rng pretty 
bad on some of those ht lls 
before I terraced" 

Burnham added that conun­
ued terracmg and other con­
servation methods wtll be 
needed rn the future. 

"If we don't do something, 
we won 't have anythtng left 
It w1ll all wash aY.a)'." 

/·~ 
Our 70 years in f~ : ~ 

' ~ farm seed ·. J.. · 4 

assures you the 
,. I 

best value for your money. 

Our alfalfas, clovers and soybeans 
are all in 60 lb. bags. 

May Way Brand Alfalfa ..... 
Ranger Alfalfa 
Central States Med1um Red Clover 
Mammoth Red Clover 
Madnd Sweet Clover . . . . . 
T1mothy 
Permanent Pasture Mix (No Sweet 
Cloven 
Smooth Brome 
Orchard Grass 

. . . . 

Kentucky 31 Tall Fescue .. 
Emerald Crown Ve tch b 
Nor-Certified Ogle Oats . . bu 

Per Bag 
$1 20 00 

93 00 
96 00 
57 00 
33 00 
45 00 

53 00 
47 50 
49 00 
59 95 
1 2 95 

5 95 

Soybeans 

, 
• 

Per 1 00# 
$200 00 

155 00 
160 00 
95 00 
55 00 

100 00 

118 00 
95 00 
98 00 

120 00 

Good germination and supply. 
Registered Pella 86 
Certified W11J1ams 8 2 

. . . . . 
. . . . 

bu $1 4 95 
bu $14 95 

• Price subject to change without notice. 

• See us for all of your set-aside and C.R.P. seed. 

• For an extra charge, we will custom mix seed to 
your specifications when booked tn advance. 

• We offer a full line of farm seed at competitive 
pnces. 

NURSERY & 
GARDEN CENTER 

315 Poplar Atlantic 
M-F 8 a.m to 5 30 o m Sat 8 a m to 5 p m 
Closed Sunday Ooen Thursday until 9 p.m . 

Phone 243-1765 

• 

- . 
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Toepfer Anxiously Waiting 

For Construction Of Pond 
By TERESA GLEASON 

Fanning practices may have 
changed somewhat since Gail 
Toepfer moved to his fannstead 
east of Atlantic in 1931, but 
his belief in the necessity for 
conservation practices hasn't. 

"I took vocational agriculture 
classes when I was in high 
school, as I guess I always 
knew I wanted to be a fanner," 
he said. "Conservation is a 
good thing, and I decided to 
jump on the bandwagon when 
everyone else did." 

For many years, Toepfer, 
along with a brother who has 
since passed away, ran a Large 
cattle operation. 

The bulk of the herd was 
sold 12 years ago, however, 
and the T()(.pfcr proputy has 
been seeded down since that 
time. "I've been renting it out 
for pasture ever since," he said. 

During those years, the 
brothers also did a considerable 
amount of ditch ftlling on their 
land , seeding down the leveled 
earth and allowing the subse­
quen t growth to form its own 
natural barrier to the wind and 

• rrun. 
"I think that 99 percent of 

the people today are interested 
in conservation - they'd be 
foolish if they weren't," 
Toepfer said. 

So, when officials from the 
Cass County Soil Conserva­
tion Service approached 
Toepfer about constructing a 
dam and pond on his property 
as part of the Turkey Creek 
Watershed Project, he said he'd 
give it some serious thought. 

"I think that 99 per­
cent of the people to­
day are interested in 
conservation - they'd 
be foolish if they 
weren't." 

Gall Toepfer 

a 
Quite simply, the conserva­

tion term can be compared to 
the drain board that carries rinse 
water into your kitchen sink. 

On the land, water that 
doesn't evaporate or soak into 
the soil usually drains into 
ditches, s treams, marshes, or 
lakes. The land area from 
which the water drains to a 
given point is known as a wa­
tershed. 

Small watersheds make up 
the larger ones. The Missis­
sippi River, for example, 
drains a watershed of about 
1,243,000 square miles. This 
large watershed is made up of 
thousands of smaller ones. 

Although much smaller in 
scale, the Turkey Creek Water­
shed Project covers a large area 
- 86,000 acres of land in Cass, 
Audubon, and Adair counties -
and calls for the construction of 
109 structures. 

"They started talking about 
the project five or six years 
ago, and I finally decided to 
sign up for it last spring. I 
talked to quite a few of my 
neighbors about it, and some 
were for it and some were 
against it, so I had to decide for 
myself," Toepfer said. 

This summer, a flee t of 
caterpillars and other dirt-mov­
ing equipment will clear I 2 
acres of Toepfer's property in 
preparation for the construction 
of a dam and a 7-1/2-acre pond. 

"I can't hardly wait until they 
get started - it's really quite a 
site to see," Toepfer said. 

When the project is com­
pleted, the dam and pond will 
not only function as an impor­
tant link in the overall proJect, 
but will serve as a wildlife 
habitat as well. 

"At this point, they plan on 
planting shrubs and trees 
around the edge of the pond. 
It's really going to be some­
thing," Toepfer said. 

The Importance of 
Watersheds 

Water may be a friend or it 
may be an enemy. If it runs 
off the land too fast, it cuts 
gullies and carries off topsoil 
which should be kept on the 
farm to produce food and 
clothing. This so il , along 
with other debris the water 
carries into streams and 
lakes, may spoi l fishing. 

It may also reduce the 
amount of water the stream 
or lake can hold and thus de­
crease the water supply for 
your town and your bath­
room. 

Such sediment ca rried 
downstream by runaway wa­
ter may greatly increase the 
cost of filtering the water 
you get from the kitchen 
faucet. It can interfere with 
the hydroelectric plant that 
produces your electricity. 
This may make your electric 
bills higher. 

If too much water runs 
away too rapidly, it causes a 
flood that damages farms, 
ranches, crops, property, 
homes. highways. and utili­
ties . It may take lives. 
Stream channels may be 
choked with sediment. Then 
the flood is more serious be­
cause the choked-up channels 
carry less water. 

Sediment deposited in 
reservoirs after heavy rains 
reduces the amount of water 
that can be stored for usc in 
short-water areas. 

Program To Aid 
Disadvantage Start . 
Farming 

The Farmers H o m e 
Administration (FmHA) has a 
new loan program designed to 
help members of socially dis­
advantaged groups, including 
minorities, acquired land for 
farming in Iowa, repo rts 
Robert R. Pim, FmHA state 
director. 

FmHA will try to find per­
sons in those categories who 
are interested in farming and 
can qualify for an FmHA own­
ership loan . The agency is 
prepared to se ll or lease to 
them a fann held in its inven­
tory if any are available in their 
county, or make a loan for 
purcha5e of land on the open 
market, Pim said. Up to 
$84,000 in loan funds are 
available for this program in 
Iowa. 

Social disadvantaged popula­
tion groups are Hispanic, Na­
tive Americans, Blacks, Asians 
and Pacific Islanders. 

Persons who think they 
might be eligib le and who are 
in fanning or who would like 
to become fanners are urged to 
contact the Farmers Home 
Administration county of(ice 
serving theh area, Pim said. 

ATLANTIC FARM MONTHLY PAGE 58, FEBRUARY 24, 1989 

' 

• 

• Vacuum metering on John Deere MaxEmerge®2 planters 
selects single seeds and gravity drops each for improved 
spacing control. 

• No seed blowing, no pressurized hoppers. 
• More than twice the seeding rate choice. 
• Allows faster planting. 
• Available on 44 Max Emerge 2 configurations. Other meteri:1g 

options available. 

COME TO OUR 

Wednesday, March 8th. 
Don't miss this opportunity to learn 

about JD planters! 

•SEE ... the all-new 
7200 planter! 

•SAVE ... by 
trading in your 
current used 
planter (no matter 
what co lor!) 

•LEARN ... about 
' ' serv1c1ng your 

7000 planter! 

Refreshments will be served. 

Adair, Iowa 
., • 

Phone 515-742-3282 

LEADERSHIP YOU CAN COUNT ON SINCE 1962 
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lflassen,a L'ouple l!.:nth,used With Windbreak A1td Conservation Practices the spring, and we get a prettier 
variety of birds than we used to 

pheasants and quail also," 
Mrs Hosfelt said. By TERESA GLEASON 

The Colorado blue spruce 
and Black HilJ spruce trees that 
ltne the farmstead of Mr. and 
Mrs. Gene Hosfelt of Massena 
do more than add to the beauty 
and fragrance of the area- they 
provide a valuable service to 
the soil they stand in as well. 

"Everyone has got to be 
conservation-conscious, other­
wise they'll be nothtng left for 
future generations," Hosfelt 
said of the philosophy that 
governs the couple's farmmg 
operation and - m a sense -
their way of life . 

Born and raised m the Cum­
berland area, the Hosfelts have 
been farrrung the same land for 
the past 30 years, and devel­
oped their mterest m conserva­
uon from thetr agricultural 
backgrounds. 

"My dad, George, has been a 
commtsstoner for the Cass 
County Soil Conservation 
Dtstrict for many years, and I 
thmk I've learned qutte a bit 
about conservation from htm," 
Hosfelt said. 

When the couple dectded to 
tear down thetr old home and 
replace 1t with a new structure 
during the early 1970s, they 
also discussed the tdea of creat­
mg a wmdbreak. 

"Our home sits on qutte a 
hill, so we get a good deal of 
wmd up here," Mrs. Hosfelt 
Sat d. 

After carefully mapping out 
a plan and arrangmg parual 
fundmg wtth the county soll 
conservatiOn service, the cou­
ple started their tree-planttng 
proJect from the ground up 

They dug 47 holes with a 
post-hole digger and planted 47 
spruce trees, some of each 
vanety, m two s taggered rows. 

*Tilir1g 

• 

.. 
Gene and Shirley Hosfeft in front of windbreak 

=========== tton pl< .. barrtcade to blowmg wind and 
They also planted a row of snow and an anchor to the pre-

300 to 400 honeysuckle bushes ctous sml underneath. 
"With all of this 

rolling ground, the 
soil blows away with 
the wind and runs 
crway with the rain, 
and it just takes for­
ever to get it b a c k 
unless you do some­
thing to keep it in 
place." 

Gene Hos felt 
Masse na farmer and 

conservationist 

Each tree was planted approxi­
mately 20 feet apart 1 n 
compliance with the conserva-

behmd the two rows of trees "W nh all of tht s rolling 
for another layer of added pro- ground, the soil blows away 
tectton with the wind and runs away 

"That first summer was very with the ratn, and 1t JUSt takes 
dry, so we watered them every forever to get It back unl ess 
week," Hosfelt satd you do something to keep it m 

Dunng the wmdbreak's sec- place," Hosfelt said. 
ond summer, ratn fall was The health and growth rate of 
plentiful, but Hosfelt satd he the windbreak has been excep­
had to spray the trees for spi- tiona!, as Hosfelt said they 
derrrutes. dtdn't lose any of the trees unol 

"They probably grow about a last summer, when they los t 
foot a year. We didn't real ly two. 
notice any difference for the ' I thtnk the drought Just 
first few years, but then all of a took its toll on them," he satd, 
sudden, they (the trees) made noting that they plan to replace 
all the difference in the world," the patr thts spnng as soon as 
Hosfelt satd the weather pemuts 

The forest fortress serves as a "The trees are realJy pre tty m 

Mana eJDent Systeiils 

In addttton to the windbreak, 
the couple employs a number 
of s01l conservauon practices 
on thetr farm, including terrac­
ing, crop rotation, grass wa­
terways, ponds, and contour­
Jng . 

"I wou 1 dn 't know how to 
farm stratght or on the level," 
Hosfelt sat d. 

"You have to go at it 
(employmg conservation prac­
tices) slow because it's so 
costly, but it's all well worth tt 
m the long run." 

In December of 1987, the 
Cass County Sotl Conserva­
tion Service presented the 
Hosfelts with the "Windbreak 
Award" from the Izaak Walton 
League of Amenca - defenders 
of soil, woods, waters, air, and 
wtldhfe. 

The JnSCrtption read, "In 
recognition of an exemplary 
wtndbreak planting program 
that ts helpmg to con serve 
America's naturaJ resources." 

In the future, the couple 
hopes to plant a few more trees 
on thetr property and dig sev­
eral addttional ponds to con­
tinue thelf long-range conserva­
tiOn efforts. 

"There's a lot of people who 
keep gomg to com and beans, 
and I don't thtnk they're thmk­
mg about the future. We have 
to tf we want to have some­
thing to gtve to our chi ldren" 
he concluded. 

*T'erTaces *Cleari11g * Po11ds ·*DtLilditlg Sile fJreparaliott 

CONSTRUCTION 
Kenneth Gage 
Mctnbcr LICJ\ 

712 I 826-8888 
Villisca, Ia. 
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Retiree Interested In Soil Conservation For New Home 
By TERESA GLEASON 

When Bob Jones retired after 
37 years of forestry work for 
the Commonwealth Edison 
Power Company of greater 
Chicago, IL, he could have 
moved to any city in the world. 

Today, when he looks out 
the big picture window that 
neatly divides his living room 
wall, it's the rolling hills of 
southwest Iowa, namely the 
Anita-Atlantic area, that meet 
his gaze. 

"At the time I decided to re­
tire, this place became avail­
able, and being able to buy it 
definitely put the icing on my 
retirement," Jones said. 

A native of Atlantic, Jones 
served in World War II after 
graduating from Atlantic High 
School. 

His interest in nature and the 
land led him to obtain a degree 
in forestry from Iowa State 
University in 1950, and even­
tually to his 37-year career 
with the Illinois company. 

"All the time I was in Illi­
nois, I couldn't figure out what 
was wrong, and then it finally 
dawned on me- it's flat country 
there, no hills. That's what 
brought me back home to this 
part of the state," he said. 

"I've always been interested 
in the outdoors, and I don't like 
to waste anything - certainly 
not our natural resources. We 
need to have an appreciation for 
the land, air, and water that 
people in this part of the state 
are so fortunate to have." 

In addition to his current 
farmstead, Jones owns land that 
lies directly north of his new 
home. 

With the exception of about 
10 acres of cropland, his prop­
erty js seeded down in grass and 
hay, and he, alo ng with Clai.­
and Dawn Marnen, run a cow­
calf operation . 

"I co uldn ' t do anything 
without Clair and Dawn, and 
because we both held full-time 
jobs, we were able to eliminate 
production for a year to seed 
the land down to pasture and 
hay," Jones said. 

Soon after he purchased hi s 
new property, Jones contacted 
the Cass County Soil Conser­
vation Service to talk about 
beginning another conservation 
project 

"I knew they had been want­
ing to build a dam and pond on 
the new property for years, so I 
called and told them I was in­
terested," he said. 

The stru cture is an integral 
link in the Turkey Creek Wa­
tershed Project, which involves 
86,000 acres of land in Cass, 
Audubon, and Ad air counties. 
The project calls for th e con­
struction of 109 s tru c ture s 
overall in the watershed area. 

According to Cass County 
Distri ct Conservationi st Bill 
Willis, the structures have two 
main two purposes: 1) to con­
trol gully formation, and 2) to 
hold back large volumes of 
water to protect the down­
stream acres from flooding . 

The dam and pond that will 
be constructed on Jones' prop­
erty is one of 10 structures in 
the project whose primary pur­
pose will be flood control. 

" It's going to create a 
permanent pool of 19.2 acres 
which will double in size in 
flood stage," Willis said. , 

The watershed process is a 
uniq1 three-way arrangement. 
The landowners provide the 
land rights, the Soil Conserva­
tion Service and United States 
Department of Agriculture 
provide the technology and 
construction funds, and the 

<--A_t ~ r tJ& T CJ? ytmn,u 
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If you doubt Bob Jones' appreciation of the land, just take a 
look at his home-made stationary. He penned the poem himse~. 

and had his niece, Antta Henegar oi Atlantic, sketch his new 
farmstead. 

"I've always been 
interested in the out­
doors, and I don't 
like to waste anything 
-certainly not our 
natural resources. We 
need to have an a p­
preciation for the 
land, air, and water 
that people in this 
part of the state a r e 
so fortunate to have." 

Bob Jones 
Anita 

district commissioners and 
boards of supervisors take care 

of the long-term maintenance. 
Work on Jones' portion of 

the project is scheduled to be­
gin this summer and should be 
completed by mid-summer of 
1990. 

"It's going to be like an 
earthen dam, all grassed down, 
and in back of it will be about 
20 acres of water," Jones said. 

Once the pond structure has 
been completed, trees and 
bushes will be planted around 
its perimeter to provide a natu­
ral habitat for wildlife and wa­
terfowl. 

"It will be a little bit of the 
north country right here in 
Iowa," Jones said. 

As far as his association 
with the county's district 
commissioners on the water-

712-

-

shed project is concerned, the 
cattle producer has nothing but 
praise for the group. 

"These are just some really 
fine people who are dedicated to 

the conservation of our re­
sources here. It's going to be a 
really nice project, and the land 
will be better for it, " Jones 
said 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
SERVICE (SCS) 

The SCS is a federal agency represented in 
your county by the District Conservationist or 
Technician. They will provide you with on­
farm assistance in controlling soil erosion. 
This often involves a Conservation Plan in 
which the SCS prepares recommendations 
designed for your farm operation. 

• I On 

-
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The Cass County Soil Conservation District Personnel 
Pictured left to right are district conservationist Bill Wilhs, soil conservationist Wayne Shafer, 

cooperat1ve agreement employee Bob Anderson, so11 conservation techn1c1an Duane Ortg1es, so11 
conservauon technic1an Gene Eyberg, state eng1neering a1de Gary Wolfe, so11 conser-vat1omst 
Sh1rley Fredenksen, and state clerk Carolyn Wilson 

~ I\J~ 'RVATION 
• 

D ·STRICT PERSONNEL 
Carolyn Wilson ..................................... District Clerk 
Gary Wolfe ................................. Engineering Aide II 

~ A S C A' 
SERVICE (Sr. ) 

Bill Willis ............................ District Conservationist 
Shirley Frederiksen .................. Soil Conservationist 
Wayne Shafer ............................ Soil Conservationist 
Gene Eyberg ............. Soil Conservation Technician 
Duane Ortgies .......... Soil Conservation Technician 
Robert Anderson 
............................ Cooperative Agreement Employee 

1 V CE 
A. Daniel Merrick ......... County Extension Director 
LaVon M. Eblen ........... Extension Home Economist 
Mary E. Ottmar ............... Ext. 4-H and Youth Leader 
Bev Gunderson ................................. Office Assistant 
Diane Allen ..................... Part-time Office Assistant 

G C URAL . AB Z uN 
AND CONSERVATION SERVICE 

( SCS) 
Elaine Martens ............... County Executive Director 
OFFlCE PERSONNEL: Sharon L. Boken, Jamie A. 
Newbury, Diane M. Carspecken, Julie L. Ander­
son, Jackie Pelzer, Marcella J. Waltz, Jeanine R. 
Christensen, Mona Ballinger, Sharon Crane. 

ASC C >UNT COM lT EE 
Richard Follmann Folmer Nelson 

Lawrence Wohlenhaus 

FA MER HOM 
DMINISTRATIO (F A) 

Alan Seehusen ............................. County Supervisor 
Allan E. Olson ............ Assistant County Supervisor 
Madonna Nisson ........ County Program Technician 
Julie A. Hansen .................. County Office Assistant 
Gary W. Ludington .......................... District Director 
Forrest D. Verntillion ............ Asst. District Director 
Shirley A. Winston ............. District Loan Specialist 
Merlyn Rees ......................... District Loan Specialist 
Diane Larson ..................... District Loan Technician 
Joyce Heaton ...................... District Loan Technician 
Marvin Eblen ........................ Construction Inspector 
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Gilbert Wehrman 
Assistant Commission er, active in 

SCD efforts to maintain existing wa­
tershed structures, recipient of the 
Omaha World Herald Certificate of 
Merit, 1979; fo rmer District Conser­
vationist for Cass County, Soil Con­
servation Society of America mem-

ber. 

Wendell Pellett 
Assistant Commissioner and State 

· Representative; District Commis­
sioner for 18 years and Assistant 
Commissioner for the past 15 years, 
Past Director of the Iowa Assooatton 
of Soil Conservation District Con1n1is­
Sioners (3 years); Member of the State 
Soil Conservation Committee (8 
yearst Outstand1ngiSU Alun1ni;State 

Soli Conservation Committee A \·Vard . 

Ed Rabe 
Ed Rabe has been appointed to fill 

an unexpired term as a District Com­
missioner. Site 39 of Turkey Creek 
Watershed was built on the Rabe farm 
in 1975. Th1s land was recognized as 
an outstanding conservation farm in 

1977 by the IASCOC - Regton 5. 

Bill Fudge 
District Commissioner since 1980; 

Assistant Commissioner, 1974 to 1980; 
Goodyear Award, 1970; Iowa Conser­
vation Award, 1960; Omaha World 
Herald Certificate of Merit 1978; 
Outs tanding Commissioner AvJard, 
1984; Watershed Achievem ent A ward, 

1986 

• 

Gene Eyberg, Gary Wolfe, Dua ~ ~ 
Shafer, Bob Anderson, Shirley Fr ie 
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)NSERVATION DISTRI 

-

Tom Magill 
Assistant Commissioner fo r the last 

5 years; District Commissioner for 6 
years; Member of the Cass County 
Conservation Education Committee; 
Member of the Cass County Conser­
vation Board. 

George Hosfelt 
District Commissioner; Commis­

sioner since 1952 (34 years); Outstand­
ing Commissioner Award, 1958; Out­
standing Commissioner Award, 1976; 
Honorary Member of Iowa Assoca­
tionofSoil Conservation District Com­
missioners, 1977; Omaha World Her­
ald Certifica te of Merit, 1979. 

• 

G.M. Baier 
District Commissioner for 16 years 

and Assistant Commissioner for one 
year; Outstanding Commissioner 
Award, 1983; Chairman, Cass Co. 
RC&D Committee; Sec.-Treas. of 
Golden Hil ls RC&D Executive Com­
mittee. Delegate to Grass Roots, Inc. 

Max Miller 
District Commissioner since 1964; 

Assistant Commissioner for four 
years; Region 5 Outstanding Com­
missioner A ward, 1981; Member Cass 

1 County RC&D Committee; Cass 
County delegate to Land Preserva­
tion Policy Committee. 

· Ortgies, Bill Willis, Wayne 
.eriksen, and Carolyn Wilson 

1-Protectlt 
, 

'lhis I .and is Our land-Protect 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
New cooperators No. 19 
Landowners requesting assistance No. 1333 
Landowners applying a practice No. 118 
New conservation plans A c. 2602 
Terraces Fl 270,300 
Tile drainage Ft. 93,457 
Grassed waterway 
Contouring 
Conservation tillage 
Farmstead and feedlot windbreak 
Wildlife habitat 

EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS 

1-M BUDGET 
Allocation .......................... $2,260.00 

A c. 5 
A c. 715 
A c. 275 
A c. 2 
A c. 2 

Commissioner mileage .................................... 2,069.60 
Office supplies & expense ..... ............................ 145.90 
Amount released to state .................................... .44.50 
Total ..................................................................... 2,260.00 

3-M BUDGET 
86-87 Allocation ........... $108,157.90 
Cost-share warrants paid ............................ 108,085.90 
Released to state .................................................... 72.00 
Total ................................................................. l08,157.90 

87-88 Allocation ............. $95,141.34 
Cost-share warrants paid .............................. 95,095.68 
Released to state .................................................... 45.66 
Total ................................................................... 95,141.34 

88-89 Allocation ........... $110,807.41 
Cost-share warrants paid .............................. 75,840.81 
Obligated but not paid .................................. 12,324.00 
Unobligated balance ...................................... 22,642.60 
Total ................................................................. 110,807.41 

SPONSORS OF THIS REPORT ARE: 
First Whitney Bank First Federal 

and Trust Lincoln 
Member FDIC Member FSLIC 

Atlantic Atlantic 
Griswold State Wayne Feeds 

Bank Atlantic 
Member FDIC Walnut Grove 

Griswold Products 
American Federal Atlantic 
Savings and Loan Norwest 

Assoc. Bank 
Member FSLIC Member FDIC 

Atlantic Atlantic 
Home Federal Houghton State 

Savings and Loan Bank 
Assoc. Member FDIC 

Member FSLIC Offices at Cumberland , 
Atlantic Red Oak and Elliott 

-
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Gilbert Wehrman 
Assistant Commissioner, active in 

SCD efforts to maintain existing wa­
tershed structures, recipient of the 
Omaha World Herald Certificate of 
Merit, 1979; former District Conser­
vationist for Cass County, Soil Con­
servation Society of Amenca mem-
ber. 

Wendell Pellett 
Assistant Commissioner and State 

Representative; District Commis­
sioner for 18 years and Assistant 
Commissioner for the past 15 years, 
Past Director of the Iowa Association 
of Soil Conservation District Commis­

, sioners (3 years); Member of the State 
Soil Conservation Committee (8 
years), Outstand1ng ISU Alumni, State 
Soil Conservation Committee Award. 

Ed Rabe 
Ed Rabe has been appointed to fill 

an unexpired term as a District Com­
missioner. Site 39 of Turkey Creek 
Watershed was built on the Rabe farm 
in 1975. This land was recognized as 
an outstanding conservation farm 1n 
1977 by the IASCOC -Region 5. 

Bill Fudge 
District Commissioner since 1980, 

Assistant Commissioner, 1974to 1980, 
Goodyear Award, 1970; Iowa Conser­
vation Award, 1960; Omaha World 
Herald Certificate of Merit, 1978; 
Outstanding Commissioner Award, 
1984; Watershed Achievement A ward, 
1986. 

• 

Tom Magill 
Assistant Commissioner for the last 

5 years; District Commissioner for 6 
years; Member of the Cass County 
Conservation Education Committee; 
Member of the Cass County Conser-
vation Board 

George Hosfelt 
Dis trict Commissioner; Commis­

, sioner since 1952 (34 years); Outstand­
ing Commissioner Award, 1958; Out­
standing Commissioner Award, 1976; 
Honorary Member of Iowa Assoca­
tlon of Soil Conservation District Com­
missioners, 1977, Omaha World Her-
ald Certificate of Merit, 1979 

G.M. Baier 
District Commissioner for 16 years 

and Assistant Commissioner for one 
year; Outstanding Commissioner 
Award, 1983; Chairman, Cass Co. 
RC&D Committee, Sec.-Treas. of 
Golden Hills RC&D Executive Com-

rmttee Delegate to Grass Roots, Inc. 

Max Miller 
D1stnct Commissioner since 1964; 

Assistant Commissioner for four 
years; Region 5 Outstanding Com­
missioner Award, 1981; MemberCass 
County RC&D Committee; Cass 
County delegate to Land Preserva­
tion Pohcy Committee. 

Gene Eyberg, Gary Wolfe, Duane Ortgies, Bill Willis, Wayne 
Shafer, Bob Anderson, Shirley Frederiksen, and Carolyn Wilson 

I This dis nd ~Pro e 

T NE 
La: 
La: 
NE 
Te 
Til 
Gr 
Co 
Co 
FaJ 
Wi 

1-
A1 
Cc 
Qj 

At 
To 

3-' 
86· 
C<J 
RE 
To 

87· 
C<J 
Re 
To 

88· 
C<J 
01 
Ur 
To 

SP 
Fi1 

A1 
Sc 

l 
Sc 



r 

-

PAGE. 108, - FEB,.· 24, 1989 _ • , A 'JILANTIC RARI\1 MONTI;ILY 

Use Of Grasses Hensley Saves Soil For More Than 40 Years 
And Legumes . Aithoughman>:ofushave • · 

0 
JUSt begun realtzmg the dire n 1 ncrease needtosa~esoil with various 
conservation methods, one 
area farmer has known this, 

• 

Grasses and legumes have 
always been effective soil 
savers, but their use has de­
creased in Iowa during the 
past 20 years as corn and 
s o ybean acreages have in­
creased. 

Conservation provisions of 
the 1985 farm bill are chang­
mg that trend, according to 
Bob Dayton, state agrono mist 
with the U.S. So il Con­
servation Service. 

"We're already seeing the 
effects of the farm bill. When 
you drive across Iowa, you 
see grass field borders, grass 
waterways and contour buffer 
strips that you didn't see a 
year ago," he says. 

"We'll see much more use 
of grasses and legumes in soil 
conservation programs over 
the next few years than we've 
seen in the . past 30 years, " 
Dayton predicts. 

He points out that the 
Conservation Reserve Pro­
gram (CRP) has resulted in 
about 1-112 million acres of 
highly erodible cropland in 
Iowa being seeded to grasses 
and legumes. 

Rowcrops such as com and 
soybeans, he explains, can 
leave the soil unprotected. 
Grasses and legumes provide a 
permanent proteCtive cover for 
the land and control erosion 
on steep lands. 

"The best erosion control is 
~hen the entire sloping area 
ts seeded to grass, as in the 
CRP," Dayton says , "but 
there are other ways to use 
grass. and legumes. A c r_o p 
rotatiOn program, for In­

stance, leaves the land in 
grass or legumes some years 
but in crops in other years." 

Grass field borders are being 
used increasingly on the most 
erosive areas of fields . 

"Many farmers grow crops 
across the slope, except at the 
end of a field, where the end 
rows are planted up and down 
hill ," Dayton says. "Seeding 
these end rows to grasses and 
legumes is a great idea that is 
being used much more now." 

Co ntour buffer str ips are 
strips of grasses or legumes 
on a hillside between large r 
s trips of com or soybean s. 
The strips of grass break up 
longer unprotected slopes. 
They fun c tion similarly to 
contour stripcro pping, in 
which equal width strips of 
row crops and legumes a re 
planted alternately on a hill­
side. 

Another important place for 
grasses or leg umes is in de­
press ional areas where water 
concentrates and runs off a 
field. These areas may become 
gull ied unl ess they're p ro­
tected. Such areas are e ither 
left in grass or shaped and 
seeded as grassed waterway. 

This Land is Our 
Land­

Protect It Through 
CONSERVATION 

and has done something about 
it, for over 40 years. 

Larry Hensley, who lives in 
Edna To wn ship south of 
C umberland, said that his 
fa mily had been using terrac­
Ing as a mean s o f so il 
conservation since the 1940s. 

"That's back when we 
pushed the terraces up o ur­
se lves in stead of having 
someone else do it," Hensley 
explained. 

Over the years, Hensley 
added more terraces to his 
land, which includes the cen­
tury farm where he works 
with his sons Joe and Nick. 

Another step in Hensley's 
soil conservation practices 
was added last fall, when 
5,200 more feet of terraces 
were added to the family 's 
land. 

Hensley said that although 
he has terraced for a number 
of years and the process is not 
new, it is quickly becoming 
used as a way to conserve 
topsoil. 

He went on to say that 
many ideas influenced him in 
his efforts to save the soil 
including the fact that this i~ 
the idea he was brought up 
with . However, a particular 
s tory Hensley related also 
made him realize conservation 
methods must be used. 

''I've seen a few heavy rains 
over the years," he said. "I 
happened to be at the right 
place at the right time once 
and I saw soil come off hills 
in the fields in s heets s ix 
inches thick. Thal's some­
thing that's really hard to be-

f 
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- • ....,... 
, Larry Hensley (middle) has helped in terracing efforts on the family farm since the 1940s. Pictured 

11tth Hensley are hiS sons and co-workers, Joe (left) and Nick. 
lieve unless you see it. It's Water led to the loss of a lot ting into the act of savtng 
something that happens about of it." soil. 
~very 15 years, but you real- He added that terracing, "Most farmers like to see 
tze that tf you can hold a lot along with other conservation the land better than they found 
of that water you can save the methods, eventually went into it," he said. "They hate to see 
soil." . . practice and have helped. The a loss of soil and hate being 

The conservattontst went cost seems to be a major responstble for it. 
on to say that lac~ of kn<?wl- co~c7m. though. "I've seen a lot of terracing 
edge and action m prevtous Its not gomg to be eco- in recent years and thi s 
years led to the loss of much nomically feasible to terrace shows that farm;rs are more 
soil. all land," he said, adding that soil-c onservation minded. 

"We lost a lot of soil in the farmers . soli must do what Once a farmer loses a lot of 
first 50 years of this century, " they can . . soil from his land, he be-
he explained. "We didn 't Hensley also sa1d that any- comes quite conscious 0 f 
con serve soil in any way. more many farmers are get- conservation ." 

WHEN IT•s TIME TO GO ... 
WE CAN CUT YOUR .. DOWN TIME .. 

AND EEP YOU ON THE GO!!! 
For Prompt Dependable Service, Ca/1515-742-5517 

TEXACO GASOLINES AND FARM DIESEL FUEL 

-
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Conservation. Plans 
Due By End Of 1989 

Baier Reviews 
History Of Area 
Conservation 

control plan, grade stabilization 
structures on roads that were 

• being damaged by erosion, the 
Glen wood city park's Indian 
house, Arrowhead Park, the 
hay growers, the apple 
growers, alternative crops, 
Walnut Creek s tream bed 
degradatio n and many other 
projects. 

the annual meeting. I wo uld 
like to say it has been a great 
pleasure to have been involved 
in this important work. I have 
met and worked with some 
very dedicated people and I will 
have many fond memories. 

By TERESA GLEASON 
If you own or rent rolling 

farmland, the most important 
meeting you attend within the 
next year could be the meeting 
you have with your local soil 
conservationist 

"Farmers with highly erodi­
ble cropland must have a con­
servation plan on that land by 
Dec. 31, 1989 if they want to 
continue to receive benefits 
from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture," says Mike Neth­
ery, state conservationist with 
the U.S. Department of Agri­
culture Soil Conservation Ser­
vice. 

In Cass County, district 
conservationist Bill Willis said 
approximately 350 conserva­
tion plans have been written to 
date, and 1,950 more have to 
be written and filed by the De­
cember deadline. 

In order to help accomplish 
this task, a total of seven soil 
conservation service officials 
from neighboring counties will 
spend two weeks in the At­
lantic area to assist the local 
office in completing the re­
maining plans. 

The seven are Brad Harrison 
from Adel, Tony Max well 
from Audubon, Tom Buman 
from Carroll, Dean Hargens 
from Denison, Don Carrington 
from Guthrie Center, Ed Seidel 
from Logan, and Mike Eisele 
from Onawa. 

"We will be set up in the 
new Wiota Fire Station from 
March 6 to 17, and we'll be 
calling in approximately 40 
farmers a day," Willis said. 

The soil officials are budget­
ing time slots of two hours for 
each farmer. 

As a producer with highly­
erodible land, individuals must 
decide whether they intend to 
continue receiving farm pro­
gram benefits. 

According to Nethery, the 
farmer will be expected to: 

I) contact ASCS before the 
planning session to be sure he 
agrees with all field boundaries 
and acreages, which can make a 
difference on highly erodible 
land classification; 

2) study the conservation 
options available, and; 

3) be prepared to make deci­
sions on which conservation 
options he chooses to put in 
his conservation plan . 

In order to help the farmer 
plan for his conservation work, 
he'll receive: 

1) maps of his farm showing 
where highly erodible land is 
located; 

2) form CPA-026 listing the 
tracts and acreages of land that 
are highly erodible and need a 
plan, and; 

3) a lis ting of possible con­
servation treatment alternatives 
for his land. 

In each session, the conser­
vation planner will discuss 
what conservation measures the 
farmer is willing to use on his 
fields that have been designated 
as highly erodible. 

The SCS records hi s deci ­
sions, and gives the farmer a 
conservation plan. 

"Ti me is running short. Our 
offices will need to work with 
hundreds of landowners before 
the deadline, so the sooner a 
farmer meets with his local 
soil conservationist, the bet­
ter," Nethery said. 

Benefits that could be lost 
include price and income sup­
ports, crop insurance, loans, 

grain storage payments, and 
other commodity-related pay­
ments . 

By G. M. Baier 
District Commissioner 

Time has gone by very fast. 
It has been 15 years since the 
soi l conservation districts of 
the govenor's Region Planning 
Area 13 were organized to see 
what was available to this part 
oflowa. 

SWIPCO (Southwest Iowa 
Planning Council) had not 
come into being, but MAPA 
was already working and we 
asked for and received repre­
sentation to their council. 

Here, we did gain some 
insight into how area planning 
was going to work, although, 
today planning has advanced 
further than we ever thought 
possible. 

1 left the Golden Hills 
executive cou nci l Feb. 20 at 

SINGLE WING Fold Field Cultivator 
I • 

"Many farmers have been 
surprised to find that there isn't 
as much conservation work 
needed at they thought. The 
planning meeting is a relief to 
them, to know exactly where 
they stand in the erosion con­
trol work needed on their 
farms, " Nethery said, cautio n­
ing farmers not to wait, as he 
sees no indication the deadlines 
will change. 

The Metropolitan Area 
Planning Agency was taking 
care of Pottawattamie and 
Mills counties in Iowa. The 
other six county soil 
conservation counties thought 
we needed an organization tb do 
planning. 

--'-, 

'The people who passed this 
conservation compliance pro­
vision believe it's the most 
significant conservation legis­
lation in 50 years. There's a lot 
of sentiment for the idea that a 
farmer should be expected to 
protect the soil if he or she ex­
pects to receive government 
benefits ," the state con serva­
tionist said. 

In Iowa, some 12.5 millio n 
acres will need a conservation 
plan , which is nearly half the 
cropland in the state. 

As of June 1988, the soil 
conservation service had 
worked with Iowa farmers to 
develop conservation plans on 
about four million acres . 

For more information about 
the March meetings, contact 
the Cass County Soil Conser­
vation Office at 243-3 180. 

q n 
<?< c- . 

We also knew that the rest of 
southern Iowa was being 
success ful with resource 
conservation and development, 
so we s tarted organizing 
Golden Hills RC&D. It did not 
take long to write a 
constirution and bylaws and to 
selec t a name, but it took years 
to get approved fo r financing 
an office and for a coordinator. 

Richard Bolli arrived as the 
first coordinator Since he had 
prior experience things moved 
along very quickly . The eight 
c ounties or nine soil 
conservation di stricts were 
asked to submit project 
proposals. 

These turned up a whole 
menagerie of things that needed 
doing such as the Massena 
water project, Griswold flood 
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Commissioner 
Reviews Soil 
Practices 

By William Fudge 
District Commiss ioner 
1989 is upon us and there is 

a lot of confusion as to the 
far m program which the 
government is putting in force. 
This requires sol conservation 
in place by Jan. 1, 1995. 

When white men arrived, 
here in America, the country 
(now known as the United 
States) was son of divided into 
different sections. The far west 
had a warmer climate so it was 
more suitable for recreation and 
growing of fruits an d 
vegetables. It also had a long 
seashore for water freight. 

As we came east there are the 
beautiful Rock ies . 

Then as we moved on east 
there i s the rich so il o f 
Nebraska and Iowa that lies in 
the center of the bread basket of 
North America. Iowa was a 
beautiful place to live and grow 
until men added his desire to 
tear up the natural seeding or 
prairie grasses to raise foods to 
feed his family. In doing so, 
the white man was a little 
rough on the soi l and didn 't 
protect the soi l as well as he 
cou ld have. 

In the early fonning of the 
soil the com was planted with 
a team of horses and always 
started a field with a straight 
si de or next to a fence. So 

• Drain tile 
• Ponds 
• Basements 
• Landscaping 
• Backhoe 
work 

• Dump truck 
• serv1ce 
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much of the time these rows 
went straight up and down the 
hills . This sure was a way to 
lose the soi l at times of heavy 

• rams. 
When the horse drawn 

planter went out to give way to 
the tractor era some of the 
fields were still planted as it 
had been for 75 years--straight 
rows and the soil loss was 
greater because land was torn 

up deeper and there were tractor 
tires to make places for the 
water to follow. 

Now the government says if 
you want crop insurance and 
want to be able to seal com and 
beans, this land has to have its 
proper treatment by 1995. 

If you don't have a farm 
plan, I suggest you go to the 
Soil Conservation Service 
Office and see about one. 

DO YOU NEED HELP 
ITH CROP INSURANCE? 

• Multiple Peril? 
·Crop Hail? 

Let Gary Cooper 
answer all your questions 

about Protecting your 
farm income. -

Call or stop in today. 
NORWEST INSURANCE AGENCY 
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for an erosion resistant blanket. then digs deep to form 
a perfect seed bed . 

• Rugged construction for high volume tillage 
• Handy controls for fast , easy ope~ation 
• Multiple disc/ shank options; fold or non-fold 
• Roll ing Reel attachment for excellent clod breakdown 

Remember our Open House March 16 

LINDEMAN TRACTOR 
W. 7 Atlantic 
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Stop in this week for sure! 

' • 
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Wildlife To 
Benefit From 
Program 

There has never been a bet­
ter time for wildlife in Iowa 
than right now, according to 
officials of the U.S. Depart­
ment of Agriculture (USDA). 

"In addition to improved 
state programs, the USDA's 
Conservation Reserve Pro­
gram (CRP) is providing 
long-term habitat for 
wildlife," said Mike Nethery, 
state conservationist for 
USDA's Soil ~onservation 
Service (SCS). 

The CRP is a contract be­
tween the government and 
ownerli and operators to enroll 
highly erodible cropland in 
programs to conserve and im­
prove soil and water re ­
sources. Contracts provide 
annual rental payments to 
owners and operators in ex­
change for retiring land to 
grass or trees for 10 years. 

"The program offers a 
unique opportunity to provide 
excellent wildlife habitat for 
an extended period," according 
to Bill Welker, SCS biolo­
gist. "It takes about three 
years for grasses to provide 
food and shelter at a level that 
will benefit deer, pheasants 
and other wildlife. That's why 
CRP land is ideal. It locks in 
the grass seeding for 10 years, 
which gives the grass time to 
become established." 

Land should contain a mix­
ture of tall and short grasses, 
Welker said. A combination 
of alfalfa and bromegrass 
makes a good mix. Also, a 
mixture of native grasses 
provides a good cover for 
ground nesting birds such as 
pheasants and quail. 

Because of drought, hay 
was harvested from some 
CRP land in 1988. Welker 
said there should not have 
been a big loss in nesting 
birds even with the hay cut­
ting. 

"The peak nesting time is 
early to mid-June in southern 
Iowa," he said, "and mid- to 
late June in the Northern pan 
of the state. The loss would 
have been higher had haying 
been allowed three weeks ear­
lier." 

The dry weather is actually 
better for nesti ng, Welker 
said. Even with protection 
from the grass, rain can flood 
the nests. The dry weather al­
lowed the birds to nest, and 
the grasses protected them 
from the hot sun, he said. 

The CRP is part of the 
1985 food security act, which 
contains several other provi­
sions that help wildlife. The 
conservation co mplian ce 
provision requires landowners 
to protect their land with 
conservation practices to re­
ceive most USDA benefits. 
Many landowners are in­
stalling grass buffer strips and 
field borders. These areas will 
be permanently grassed and 
will provide nesting cover and 
food for pheasants and quail. 

The swampbuster provision 
also benefits wildlife. It pro­
tects existing wetland areas 
across the state. Many years 
ago, Iowa had about 7 million 
acres of wetlands. Today there 
are less than 28,000 acres. 
These wet areas provide a va­
riety of food and cover for an­
imals, including deer, pheas­
ants and mu skrats. Waterfowl 
and song birds that have been 
reduced in numbers in many 
areas of the state will have 
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nesting grounds and will re­
turn, Welker said. 

grassland to grow crops un­
less they have written con­
servation plans for the land. 

habitat for the next several 
years," Nethery summarized. 
"Along with the other 
conservation provisions, it 
should help a good deal to 

protect the soil, and w e 
should see the benefits to 
wildlife as well." The sodbusting provision 

discourages landowners from 
flowing pasture land or other 

"The CRP has the major 
role in increasing our wildlife Obey all road information s.igns. 
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Conservation Plan 
For Farms Due 
End Of Year 

"Farmers have less than a 
year to get a conserva tion plan 
approved for their farmed 
highly erodible acreage," ac­
cording to the East Pottawat­
tamie County Agricultural 
Stabilization and Conservation 
Service. 

To remain e ligib le for 
USDA program benefits, pro­
ducers who farm highly erodi­
ble cropland must have a con­
servation plan by the end of 
this year. 

"Farmers who do not ge t 
their plan approved in time 
will forfeit program benefits on 
more than jus t th eir hig hl y 
erodible acres," said the com­
mittee. "Loss of eligibility ap­
plies to all of the land that a 
person farms, not just high ly 
erodi ble acreage." 

Under provisions of the Food 
Security Act of 1985, anyone 
who farm s highl y erodible land 
must develop a conservation 
plan for the land and have it 
approved by Dec. 31, 1989, by 
their soil conservation district 
in order to remain eligible for 
US DA farm program benefits. 

Those benefits include price 
and income supports, crop in­
surance, Farmers Home Ad­
ministration loans, facility 
loans, Conservation Reserve 
Program annual payments , and 
other US DA commodity-related 
programs. 

If producers have hi g hl y 
erodible land that needs a con­
servation plan, it is important 
to act now to get a plan, so as 
to allow suffi cient time for 
tec hn ical assista nce 1 n 
developing the plan . 

This Land is Our 
Land­

Protect It Through 
CONSERVATION 

ATLANTIC FARJYI J\1,0~J'I;I.L Y 

.. . -- .. . - - . -... 
Don 1 m1ss out on thts hmlled·ttme 
program Buy a new Case 1800 Senes 
Unt·Loader· SM.td Steer oelore March 31 
l989 , and see now mucn you can save 

For example S200 to SSOO rebates or 
spectal t1nanc1ng are avatlaole on models 
1618 and 1825 Gas 1835C Gas or 
Dtese~. and 1845C Otesel There s atso 
spec1at f1nanctng on the 1818 and 1825 
Otesel 

Wttn oeals thts aood the supply ot new 
Case un1-Loao€r Sk1d Steers won !last 
long Stop 1n ana see us soon1. 

Help & Hope 
for the 
Drought-Stricken 
Farmer 

'~· 

Help IS on the way to farmers from Mult1pte Pertl Crop 
Insurance and government d1saster relief payments The 
farmers best prepared to "weather'' the drought were 
those who had MPCI pol1c1es. Don't rely on the govern­
ment for reimbursement of damaged or destroyed crops 
1n the future. MPCI can protect you from drought and a 
vanety of other penis And, you're the only one who has 
to have a loss to get reimbursement 

Your No. 1 source tor Uni-Loader· s«id steers 

In some cases farmers w1ll be requ1red to have a 1989 
MPCt pol1cy to collect d1saster rel1ef payments. Even 1f 
not requ1red, 1988 proves once aga.n MPCI 1nsurance 
makes good f1ananc1al sense Call your State Farm agent 
today for mformat1on on the coverages you may need. 
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push the progress ahead. This Land is Our 

"If we get the lake, then the Land-George Hosfelt Marks 36 Years 
In Conservation Work,ln Cass County 

whole co unty will be we ll -
pr o tec ted ," th e d is tri ct Protect It Through 
commissioner said. CONSERVATION 

By TERESA GLEASON 
If you want to know a ny­

thing about soi l and water 
conservation in Cass County, 
then George Hosfelt · of rural 
Massena is the man to ask. 

Hosfelt has been a district 
comm issioner for the Cass 
County Soil Conservation 
District since 1952, and was 
elected to serve another six-year 
term last month. 

"In the 36 years I've been a 
commissioner, I've only 
missed one county meeting," 
Hosfelt said. 

In order to be a good com­
missioner, the veteran said he 
feels one should attend all the 
county, state, and national 
meetings he or she can. 

"There are times that you go 
to meetings when you have 40 
other th;ngs you should be do­
ing, but when you attend them, 
you get the knowledge of other 
people's experiences that you 
can put with your own - that's 
what makes it pay," he said. 

In the early 1950s when the 
commissioner was still wet 
behind the ears, each county 
district had a total of three 
commissioners, and only those 
county residents directly in­
volved in agriculture were eli­
gible to vote. 

Today, each district has a to­
tal of five commissioners, and 
all eligible, registered voters 
are able to participate in the 
election. 

"The nice thing about the 
organization is that it's non­
partisan - everyone is involved 
strictly to promote and increase 
soil and watet conservation in 
lllelr areas," Hosfelt said. 

-

George Hosrelt 

make sure they have the funds 
to do so. 

"We used to be able to help 
farmers with half the cost of 
their projects, but last year we 
were only able to fund Up to 
$3,500 per project," Hosfelt 
said. 

"The cooperation in this 
county between the ASCS Of­
fice, the Extension Office, and 

the SCS Offi ce is good, and 
the other district commission­
ers are a great bunch of people 
to work with. It makes my job 
a whole lot easier," he added. 

In 1976, Hosfelt was named 
Outstanding Soil Conservation 
District Commissioner for Re­
gion 5 and also for the State of 
Iowa. . 

In 1978, he was awarded an 
honorary membership in the 
Iowa Association of Soil Con­
servationists for all his years of 
devotion to the cause. 

As far as the future is con­
cerned, Hosfelt said he would ' 

' like to see the proposed 
Massena Lake Project become 
a reality in his lifetime. 

"The City of Massena has 
always had a water shortage 
problem, and the proposed drun 
and 220-acre lake would take 
care of these needs as well as 
provide a great recreational 
spot for the area," he said. 

Interest in the project is at an 
all-time high, and Hosfelt said 
local officials are meeting with 
the necessary state officials to 
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In Cass County, Hosfelt said 
the district has done a substan­
tial amount of work with two 
waters hed projects - Turkey 
Creek and Troublesome Creek. ' 

All Types Air & Oil Filters 
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Engine Overhaul Kits by T.R.W. 

"We're still working on sev­
eral of the structure sites right 
nqw, as it's quite a project," he 
srud. 

Complete Machine 
Shop Service 

Each ti me a producer or 
landowner in the county wants 
to sign up for a specific con­
servation project, such as ter­
race building, the district 
commissioners have to okay ' 
the project, but not before they L--------------------...1 

SOIL CONSERVATION 
MEASURES TAKEN NOW 
WILL PAY BIG DIVIDENDS 
• IN THE FUTURE! 
Thanks to all farmers who make 

the investment in soil 
conservation! 
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---' Just Say Charge It! 
You may use Goodyear's own credr t card or Amencan Express • Ca11e Blanche 
• D1ners Club • Orscover Card • MasterCard • VISA 
RAIN CHECK-If W! sell out of ~ur me we Will rssue you a r.un chec~ . assunng Mure 
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Sale Ends 
March4 

Tiempo Radial 

P155/80R13 
Wh1tewau 
No Trade Needed 

Steel Belted Strength ••• 
All Season Tread 

• Flexible sidewalls deliver a smooth, comfortable ride 
• Steel b~Ued radial construction delivers strength ,.. tread wear. and 

luet eff•ctency 
• Tread designed to dissipate heat tor lire durability 

WHITEWALL SALE PRICE 
WHITEWALL SALE PRICE 

SIZE No Tntd• S1Z£ No Tr&IH 
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P165/BOR13 $41.35 P205nSR15 ssa.oo 
P185/80R13 S45.85 P215175R1S >$61.05 

P185175R14 $49.70 P225175R15 $64.30 
P195/7~R14 $52.35 P235175R15 $87.85 
P205/75R14 555.05 

PRICES, LIMITED WARRANTIES, CREOIT TERMS, AND AUTO SERVICE OFFERS 
SHOWN AVAILABLE AT GOODYEAR AUTO SERVICE CENTERS. SEE ANY OF THE 
BELOW LISTED INDEPENDENT DEALERS FOR THEIR COMPETITIVE PRICES, 
WARRANTIES AND CREDIT TERMS. 

TO 
TIRE & MUFFLER CENTER 

11The difference is the Dealer" 

SIX IOWA LOCAT 
SERVE YOU! 
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