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Conservation Trends 
Voluntary Approach Encourages Cooperation 
BY CARROLL J. HODSON 

Hardin County Commissioner 
Much in our short lives is not clear. 

However if you live long enough, you 
learn to sec some trends and cycles. We 
can be sure though if people waste 
enough, long enough, severe measures 
will have to be taken and everyone will 
.uffcr pain and sacrifice. 

The lime to prevent pain and sacri fice 
•~ before the waste and rum has taken 
place, whether the loss is money, ume or 
resources. The American Indians revered 
their food crops and the native ammals 
whit:h sustained them and regularly cele· 
brated having sufficaent com and meat to 
keep them well and healthy. They showed 
much reverence for the Great Sparit that 
they thought provided these bounties. 

They were rightly horrified with white 
men .. hen they slaughtered thousands ol 
buffalo and beaver JUSt to make coats and 
hats for the eastern wealth} The rc 
sources seemed endless, why worry. 

We all know the story of the buffalo 
and the bcav'r Our top soal was follow· 
mg those same lines in the 1930's. When 
lhe skacs be, a me dark an Washangton 
D.C. wath Oklahoma top soil, Congress 
was finally ampres cd and appropriated 
money to create the Soal Conservation 
Servace to do some much needed 
prescrvauon of top soal 

Lake many other men and women, I 
wanted to do something that would help 
s:l\ e soal and provide clean y,atcr. I Y.as 
born on a farm and lived there continu· 
ously except for ume spent in wan1me 
sen· icc, there lore it was natural for me to 
bcc.ome a Sml Commissioner and add my 
bat of help to support an organiZation 
hke the Soil Conservation Service. 

In the 1960's, almost all the people I 
knew in and out of the SCS were sin 
cercly dedicated to thear work the keeping 
of top soal, water, fertilizer and chcmacals 
up on the hills and rolling land where 
these nutraenL\ belonged Evef} good sml 
commissioner knew that proper dr.unage 
was a key to outstandmg production. 
That's why mch dramage cocffacient as 
necessary for successful tile mtakc. termc· 
mg 

Great public watershed projects under 
Public law 566 were carried out and very 
successfully in many states. Later, long 
range proJects allowang a land OY. ncr to 
plan large soil and water saving systems 
to be paid for over a ten year period with 
some help from the lcderal govemmcnt 
were offered the fannmg public. 

later \till. sc\eral Rc-.:ource Conserva· 
11011 Distr1c ts were organiz&J 111 lo\\ ,1 am.l 
other swtes Those RC&D diStricts .... ere 
the I.Jnitcd Stall: s Govemmcnt's ansy,cr to 
ruml development and community coop· 
erauon wath hc.avy voluntary Citizen m­
volvcment. I wa~ impressed by all these 
good works however over the }tarS o 
great many changes too~ place. 

Now we are Jiving 10 a ume ol over 
acuve en. aronm ·ntallsts, am mal nght· 
ists, people that believe that 'egctablcs 
arc the only thmgs that should be con· 
sumed and those d&11cated to cnrryang the 
endangered species act to Y.h:ttl thmk as 
the height of the ridaculous. Mallions of 
dollars worth of expensive homes were 
burned br. ausc homcoY. ners m Cahloma;1 
were not allowed to da sc doY. n the dead 
s.:~gc brush around thcar homes wh1ch 
Y.Ould CaJT) lire to the1r b.lck doorsteps m 
case of an accidental fire. Allth1s to ~ve 
some kangaroo rats that a manont) 

Strip Till 
l·nsures More Even Stand 

BY MARK llALVANZ 
Unrdin Count} Commissioner 
If )OU have been reluctant to try no-ull 

torn because n share of your soals nrc 
bcavy and slow to df}· an the spnng or 
early cold sods at planting still pose o 
c.hatlengc, then strap·Ull ll\Jy be for you 
Farmers 10 ccntrnl llhnois have used thas 
techruque for several years, so an the fall 
of 1995, I dcc1ded to gave 11 a try. 

The strip-till rig I used is basically an 
anhydrous applicator set on twelve 30-
mch rows w1th n SCI of mnrters added. 
Fnll stnp-ttll tnsures n more even stand 
and qua~lcr emergence due to an eight 
to ten degree temperature difference 
between the ulled stnp and the residue 
strip between the row. The mound 
formed by the knives and covering 

discs need to be at least two mcltes tall 
in the fnll to allow for seuhng. 

'Tltcse mounds arc then darectly pl:mted 
anto an the spnng Smce the e.r.peru tell 
us to wait unul the soli reaches 50 de 
grccs F at a depth of four m~ltes, these 
"'anner nnd dryer stnps m.a) gam us o 
wccl: to ten days an earlier plantmg, rc 
sulung in o pos~1ble h1ghcr ) aeld 

I had the opportunity to worl: with 
Prairielnnd Co-op and Greenbelt 
Elevator to strip-till roughly 260 o res 
for the 1996 season After compl tJng 
fhe years tn 11 no-11 11 progmm, I nm 
excited wath suap·till If you wnnt no­
till to work, it will. There's enough 
equipment available nnd vuriat1ons in 
how to do it that 110yonc can make it 
work. 

claJm&l w~rc an endangered spccaes. 
Most people that read know about the 

Snaal Darter. (a three mch li~h) with no 
esscnual usc that held up the Tennessee 
Valley Authonty for several years and 
co .t mallion or dollars in contract delays 
and a delayed finished project. Of course, 
therl' is the S 13 malhon spent to put a 
few wolves 10 Yellowstone Park. 

Lately, 11 s a S60 mill ion study to 
temporarily flood part of the Grand 
Canyon along wath S30 m11lion 10 lost 
power revenues. We have many essential 
publiL raLJiiues that needed that money 
What's happened? Arc people so ignorant 
and well fed that they thmk they can ig­
nore tl•e e~trem1sts who sneak these laws 
and regulations mto act1on while the rest 
ol us" ~rk h ud~r to pay the t.altes 

We have Y.hole secuons of the Federal 
Government that has wasted and adled 
until we arc nearly five trillion dollars in 
debt Of course tho.; people hving off the 
burcaucr.Jcy and the recipients of the 
mon1cs appropnat.·d wall struggle to ..ave 
thear pet prOJCCts. We have bndges. col· 
lege huildmgs, state government build· 
mgs mcludmg our swte capitol that all 
need lunds lor repair and mamtenance 
"'h•lc scarce 1:1\ money as being wasted. 

I he Soli Conservallon Service has 
even changed ats name trymg to pro)CCt a 
daflcrent amage. Now Paul Johnson 
NRCS. formerly SCS ch1cf m the U.S. 
Dep.artment of Agriculture (sance the 
Clinton Administr.Jtion) and the man 
"'ho sets policy says he is convmced 
their wet lands policy was not the right 
Y.3} to go. He also seems to think it was 
not u good adca to try to play policeman 
for the Highly Erodable Land La.,., 110d liS 
rc~;ulnuons 

Do we d1scern a cycle? I certainly hope 
so. I don't beheve the NRCS \\.Ill ever be 
succcssf ul playing policem1n. The 
volunlaf)' appro:u:h is the only approoch 
that will work in my opinion and the 
best system to get the cooperation nnd 
su(lport of both farmers and the urban 
people 

Our county has a l.:gucy of quality sod 
and water conservation put on the land 
over ll long penod of umc. It ha.~ also had 
the uedication of quality people 'l.ho re­
spect the soli and the great crops of food 
11 produces. Let's ex:tcnd our elforu into 
the next century. Let's male a special 
pomt to teach our young to respect our 
mnny blcssangs and the hagh value or all 
our natural rcsoun:cs. 

If you need help wuh your conscrva· 
uon problems, call your local NRCS of· 
rice or your local Soal Commissioner for 
IISSistance We wall tool forwurd to the 
future wath renewed confidence. 

Fall strip-til l on this land operated by Mark 
Balvanz Insures a more even stand and 
quicker emergence due to an eight to ten de­
gree temperature difference between the 

tilled strip and the residue strip between the 
rows. These strips have been fall tilled by an 
anhydrous bar In this no-till bean field to allow 
the soli to warm up for earlier planting. 
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Natural Resources Conservation Service Staff Members 
Natural Resources Conservation Se rvice 

Staff members are, left to right: Crlstlne Birks 
(Soli Conservation Techn ician ), Kent H. 
Holm gaard (Soli Conservation Technician), 

Jennife r Welch (Coordinator of Pine Creek 
Water Quality Project), Gary L. Hillmer (District 
Conservationist) and Susie L. Reece 
(Secretary). 

Commissioner Volunteers Make It Happen 
D'r JOHN GILBERT 

Hurdin Count) Commi\sioncr 
Every Cl\ ihz.1110n th.at has fa1led h.ts done 
because 11 c.r.cc:edc:d liS cultuml abahl) 

to feed mcll J•or u\ to a~sumc Y.e ln~:e .my 
different fate: as to commit hubns of the 
IIIClSt gnevous magnitude. 

Our forefathers re~.ognazed tins danger 
and msututed a S) tcm of ml and water 
ronsen.tllon dastnct~ to help protect the 
produttavaty ond prospcnty of our ogn­
CULTURE b.1se It as to then ctcrn.1l crcdll 
that they placed these dastncLS under the 
£Uidan~c: of people from each locahty 
M:untamang tillS eonnecuon with our 1.UI· 
!Ural backgrounds as"' hy 111s ampon tthJt 
taUzen sene us dcmoerau~:ally elected 

mDU soners 
Hard n County has been ble cd w11h 

many dcdacated CJULens who have served 
th1~ district well an the last half century. 
M.unuunang th1s tradllaon as part ol Y.hat 
guades the acuons of your commassaoners, 
and 1s only one reason why s01l and water 
con~ervatlon actlvaues here ha'e been sue 
ces,ful. 

In an era Y.hcn many people perceav 
governments a_, aneffectlve and too mtru 
save, the funcuon of citizen comm1ssJon 
ers as a buffer between CIUlcns and a bu· 
rcaucracy become even more Important. 
Each of your Hard an County commassaon· 
ers as mtc:rcsted 10 makang protection .and 
"'ase usc of our natural resources as c:ffec-
11\e a-. possable But because we can't do 
most of what needs domg, Y.e must main· 
t.ltn and rely on the good Y.JII and cooper.~ 
uon wath those who own and use th1~ area's 

resources. We con ader th.1t good will the 
key to future success of dastrict activities. 
and try to u .e it ..,,.;ely 

There are regulatory functions the pro­
fessional staff are reqwrcd to perform that 
are not always popular. In many of these. 
the commissioners can only insist that 
they be performed equitably, respectfully 
and in ways most fining local needs and 
condiuons. We have and will continue to 
object to what we consider unreasonable 
directives from either the state or federal 
level Conservation work involves a lo­
cal-state-federal partnership, with each 

party having certain functions and re­
sponsibilities. Your commissioners take 
seriously our role m this parmership 

Planning Important To 
Cropping CRP Acres 

As industrial forces try to usurp the 
cultural component of our agriculture, a 
whole different set of concerrts confront 
our communities. Some of these con­
cem the Hardin County Soil and Watu 
Conservation District can help bring into 
focus. Most concerns involve solutions 
that are not as clearcut as waterways or 
terraces or windbreaks, yet require aitical 
attention. 

IJ\ GARY 1 •• IIILI.:\IER 
District Cnnsl·nutionist 

Whale the options are 'aned for 
Hardm Count} 's FlU' acres, many wall 
return to roY. ~:ror productaon 

There are contrn~t~ tholt should be 
used for ha) producuon, stocl..grnzmg, 
trees or "'aldhfe habatnt Howe,cr wllh 
lannmg and prc,autJon, oop produc 

1 ull "' hi u e f r ml.i h of 
, grounu 

l11s IS an opportunll) 11 ... 1 "'ouhl he: 
IO.\t 11 one SY. aft turn ploY. 

CORNYIELD RESULTS 
Conventional 

94.1 

81.6 No-t II 

80 85 90 95 100 

Bushels per Acre 
The "'et ~pnng of 1995 shghtly fn, on:d 
con\cnuonal ullage 10 'I c.~r One cum tn· 
nls Yet b) the second ) eru. the long-temt 
benefits or unrrmcd s01l qunht) md mms· 
ture n:tcnuon soon up the b:alantc an.f.I\Or 
of no-ull 

sh.tre. What h.t~ taken I 0 years to re­
pair, the ploY. could de~troy an manutes 
Plnnmng and prepanng for no-ull sO)­
bean~ the hrst year male:' agronomic. 
finaneaal and enHronmental sense 

Stan planmng early I The lield 'hould 
be mowed 10 late July or carl} J\ugust 
to get rudy for the: fall chemtcal bum 
down If the lield as rough from gophers, 
etc. a \cry hght d•skmg m the green 
g1owtng gr~~n w11l help II s Important 
that un early daslmg be onl) a smooth 
ang pass 

Wuh no·tlll anto ~od, the 'urface 
resadue as not the problem • the root 
mass IS. Because the ~o1l ha' not been 
ulled, 11 y,iJ1 be very firm and cutting 
through the deud ~urface re,adue "'all 
he c:a-.y Once tilled, the ~oil will be· 
come soft and spongy, makmg 11 daft 
cult to get good seed placement. An el 
lc:cu,·e fall burn do"' n and the lreeze 
tha" ac uon ol O\ c:r\\ mtenng make a 
pcrlcct seedbed pomble. 

Equapment operauon as enucal Ana 
Jpc your planter or dnll lor ih capac 
uy to handle hagh level.; of resadue 
Also C\ aluate the openmg and closmg 
sy,tems your equipment ha~ Seedang 
rates and depths should be set t:are­
fully. based on your soil t)'pe and s01l 
mOISture condlllon'. 

The future productivity of our region is 
affected by the fact that we have enough 
fanners to farm the land. but not enough 
to care for and use it wisely; by the fact 
that much of our land resources are held 
by people nearing or in reur ment with 
\iule mov•ng to young rarm~rs. because 
the c ultur,1l forces and \"alucs "'hicb 
underpin this = are being eroded by the 
myth that farming is competitive rather 
than cooperative; because our children are 
not learning the important cultural 
lessons essential to caring for ones home; 
and because faith in the future is not 
strong. 

The Hardm County Soil and Water 
Conservation District is committed to 
working for the wase use of area resources 
to msurc their future availability. The 
scope of this process will continue to 
change, but the need does not It is im­
portant that your friends and neighbors 
serve as commissioners for the district to 
insure this part of your government does 
its best to meet local needs. Your com­
missioners greatly appreciate your 
support. 

~------------~----~--~-----. 

Soil Loss by Rainfall Simulation* 
Soybean Yield Results 

TILLAGE METHOD 

Con' enuonal1illagc: 

YEAR ONE YEAR TWO 
)().t Undasturbed CRI' 

56~ No-Till 

100 500 l'ounds/ Acre 20,000 

No-1iii/Fall-1ill 
No-1iiL'Spnng·1ill 
Second Year No-Till 

64l) 
673 
65.0 

403 
38.g 
29 2 
45.5 

In 1994, top so) bean yaclds ol o7 3 bushel' per acre went 
to a plot with no-tillmto fall-killed sod 

Although the \\Ct 'pnng of 1995 hurt 'oybcan) acids top 
re~ulb \\ere found on second-year no-1111 followmg CRP 

' Apphc.t 174m, he• O\tl non< hour Jurallon l\\oda)SIII a"'"· July t994 

Wnh the und1sturt>.:d CRP, watcreroswn tOOI..Ju't lo.t pounds R .
1 
s .

1 
us Land 

ol \OJ) per'''":. 111C 00·1111 plot lost 0\'l'f 560 poundo, of soli Improvement 
per J~re And \\here the so1l had been plo\\"l, the rainlall 
carried away more than 20.000 pound' nl ' 011 per acre. Thnt\ Jeff Rlslus, owner-operator Steamboat Rock Ph. 868-2320 
L~~~~~lll~C~'Qtlt~~~~~o~l~l~lO~I~I)~)I~------------------~~ We Believe In Conserving The Soil 

Call Us For Your Needs: 7-Hnrdln Count) Index, hidn). April 19, 1996 

• Terraces • Waterways • Buildings Sites 
• Ponds • And Other Land Improvement Projects These Businesses Promote and Encoura Sound Conservation Practices 

0 

Van Heiden Tiling & 
Construction, Inc. 

Box 351, Wellsburg, lA 515-869·5149 

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE -. ··~ J:D\1 
No Moving Charge • Tiling ,-;:::::; '·;~ 

• Terraces • Waterways ~~~? J;,:..emi'n 
·Land Clearing •.?::d.~{, ----·=~rr: 

See Us For Your Spring Farm Needs: 
Grain, Fertilizer, Chemicals and Seeds! 

Owasa Co-op Elevator 
Owasa 

I Ian lin ( ~ounty 
Savings l~ank 

Ph. 858·2148 

1if•111Hh~ •• i 
........ , I· Eldora • Union • Liscomb • New Providence . ~ 

Equal Housong Lcndor ' 

Central Iowa 
Water 

Association 
Rural Route TWo • Box 332 

Newton, Iowa 50208 

Telephone: 515-792-7011 

Gehrke, Inc. 
Construction • Tiling 

• Tiling • General Excavation 
• Drop Structures • Waterways • Terraces 
dora Bob & Steve Gehrke 858-3821 or 858-5 .... ..," 

, 

Huisman & Son Corp. 
Backhoe and Bulldozer Servace 

Available Lazer Controlled Equipment 
All workmanship completely guaranteed 
Terraces, Land Ctearlng, Tiling and 
Erosion Fabric for Waterways, Etc. 

OVW 42 YEARS OF SERVICE 

Ralph & Toby Hulsman 
Wellsburg· 515-869-3615 or 515-869-3349 

Equipped To Fill Your Needs! 
• Terraces • Waterways 
• All Other Earth Moving 

Quality Work at Competitive Prices! 

Taylor•s Excavating 
Eldora Dave Taylor 515-858-5222 


