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fardin County Commissioner
‘ ch in our short lives is not clear.
However if you live long enough, you
learn to see some trends and cycles. We
can be sure though if people waste
enough, long enough, severe measures
will have to be taken and everyone will
suffer pain and sacrifice.

The time to prevent pain and sacrifice
is before the waste and ruin has taken
place, whether the loss is money, time or
resources, The American Indians revered
their food crops and the native animals
which sustained them and regularly cele-
brated having sufficient com and meat o
keep them well and healthy, They showed
much reverence for the Great Spirit that
they thought provided these bounties.

They were rightly horrified with white
men when they slaughtered thousands of
buffalo and beaver just to make coats and
hats lor the eastern wealthy. The re-
sources seemed endless, why worry.

We all know the story of the buffalo
and the beaver, Our top soil was follow-
ing those same lines in the 1930°s. When
the skies became dark in Washington
D.C. with Oklahoma top soil, Congress
was finally impressed and appropnated
money 1o create the Soil Conservation
Service o do some much neceded
preservation of top soil.

Like¢ many other men and women, |
wanted to do something that would help
save soitl and provide clean water. 1 was
bom on a farm and lived there continu-
ously except for ume spent in wartime
service, therelore 1t was natural for me 0
become a Soil Commissioner and add my
bit of help o support an organizauon
like the Soil Conservation Service.

Stri

-
-

serve ation Trends

tary Approach Encourages Cooperation

Ti

H.#}-ﬂﬁ ;bi ‘,5 ?{ﬁ Jﬁ*ﬂli i

}ﬁ""“"f"? RS20 R ﬁt

In the 1960's, almost all the people |
knew in and out of the SCS were sin-
cerely dedicated to their work-the Kecping
of top soil, water, fertilizer and chemicals
up on the hills and rolling land where
these nutrients belonged. Every good soil
commissioner knew that proper drainage
was a key 10 oulstanding production,
That’s why inch drainage coefTicient 1s
necessary for successful lile intake terrac-
ing.

Greal public watershed projects under
Public Law 566 were carricd out and very
successfully in many states. Later, long
range projects allowing a land owner 1o
plan large soil and water saving systems
to be paid for over a len year period with
some help from the federal government
were offered the farming public,

Later still, several Resource Conserva-
uon Districts were organized in lowa and

other states. Those RC&D districts were
the United States Government's answer Lo
rural development and communily coop-
eration with heavy voluntary citizen in-
volvement, 1 was impressed by all these
good works, however over the years o
great many changes took place

Now we are living in a time ol over
active environmentalists, amimal nghi-
ists, people that believe that vegetables
are the only things that should be con-
sumed and those dedicated o carrying the
endangered species act to what I think 1s
the height of the ridiculous. Millions ol
dollars worth of expensive homes were
bumed because homeowners in California
were not allowed to disc down the dead
sage brush around their homes which
would carry fire o their back doorsteps in
case of an accidental fire, All this (o save
some kangaroo rats that a minority

Insures More Even Stand

BY MARK BALVANZ
Hardin County Commissioner
If you have been reluctant to try no-1ill

comn because a share of your soils are
heavy and slow 1o dry in the spring or
carly cold soils ot planting still pose a
challenge, then strip-till may be for you.
Farmers in cenwral Nlinois have used this
technique for several years, 50 in the fall
af 1995, 1 decided to give il a iry,

The strip-till rig I used is basically an
anhydrous applicator set on twelve 30-
inch rows with a set of markers added.
Fall strip-till insures a more even stand
and quickcr emergence due to an eight
(0 len degree temperature difference
between the tlled stnp and the residue
strip between the row, The mound
formed by the knives and covering

Fall strip-till on this land operated by Mark
Insures a more even stand and
quicker emergence due to an eight to ten de-
temperature dilfference between

Balvanz
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discs need 1o be at least two inches Lall
in the fall to allow for seuling

These mounds are then directly planted
mio in the spring. Since the expens (el
us o wait until the soil reaches 50 de
grees F at a depth of four inches, these
warmer and dryer strips may gain us o
week (o ten days in carlier planting, re
sulting in & possible higher yicld

I had the opportunity to work with
Prairicland Co-op and Greenbel
Elevator 1o strip-till roughly 260 acres
{or the 1996 seasan. After completing
five years in a no-till progmm, | am
excited with sinp-ull, Il you want no-
ull to work, it will, There's enough
equipment available and variations in
how to do it that anyone can make it

the

claimed were an endangered species.

Most people that read know about the
Snail Darler, (a three inch fish) with no
essential use that held up the Tennessee
Valley Authority for several years and
cost millions of dollars in contract delays
and a delayed finished project. Of course,
there is the $13 million spent o pul &
lew wolves in Yellowstone Park.

Lately, it's a $60 million study o
temporarily flood part of the Grand
Canyon along with $30 million in lost
power revenues. We have many essential
public facilities that needed that money.
What's happened? Are people 50 ignuﬂ}ﬂl
and well fed that they think they can ig-
nore the extremists who sneak these laws
and regulations into action while the rest
ol us work harder 1o pay the taxes,

We have whole sections of the Federal
Government that has wasted and idled
until we are nearly five trillion dollars in
debt. OF course, the people living off the
burcaucracy and the recipients of the
momes appropriated will struggle to save
their pet projects. We have bridges, col-
lege buildings, state government build-
ings including our state capitol that all
need Tunds lor repair and maintenance
while scarce Lax money is being wasted.

Ihe Soil Conservation Service has
cven changed its name Wrying o project a
different image. Now Paul Johnson
NRCS, formerly SCS chief in the U.S.
Department of Agriculture (since the
Clinton Administration) and the man
who sets policy says he is convinced
their wet lands policy was not the right
way Lo go. He also seems 1o think it was
not u good idea 1o try o play policeman
for the Highly Erodible Land Law and its
regulations.

Do we discemn a cycle? [ certainly hope
s0. 1 don't believe the NRCS will ever be
successful plﬂying policeman. The
voluniary approach is the only approach
that will work in my opinion and the
best system (o get the cooperation and
support of both farmers and the urban
people

Qur county has a legacy of quality soil
and water conservation put on the land
over a long period of ume. It has also had
the dedication of quality people who re-
spect the soll and the great crops of food
it produces, Let's extend our efforts into
the next century, Let's make a special
point to teach our young lo respect our
many blessings and the high value of all
our natural resources.

If you need help with your conserva-
tion problems, call your local NRCS of-
fice or your local Soil Commissioner for
assistance, We will look lorward to the
future with renewed confidence,

tilied strip and the residue strip between the
rows, These strips have been fall tilled by an
anhydrous bar In this no-till bean fleld to allow
the soll to warm up for earller planting.
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Dwasa

See Us For Your Spring Farm Needs:
Grain, Fertilizer, Chemicals and Seeds!

Owasa Co-op Elevator

Ph. 858-2148

Box 351, Welisburg, IA
25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Van Heiden Tiling &
GConstruction, Inc.

515-869-5149

No Moving Charge - Tlling P,
« Terraces « Waterways el =
« Land Clearing baESm Ty .
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Equal Housing Lender

Natural Resources Conservation Service Staff Members

Natural Resources Conservation Service Jennifer Welch (Coordinator of Pine Creek
Statf members are, left to right: Cristine Birks Water Quality Project), Gary L. Hlllmer (District
(Soll Conservation Techniclan), Kent H. Conservationist) and Susie L. Reece
Holmgaard (Soll Conservation Techniclan), (Secretary).
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Commissioner Volunteers Make It Happen

BY JOHN GILBERT
{ Hardin County Commissioner
| Every civilization that has failed has done
80 because 1 exceeded its cultural ability
fo leed itself. For us to nssume we face any
@ifferent fate is 10 commit hubris of the
WSt grievous magnitude.

L Our forefathers recognized this danger
®d instituted o system of soil and water
#anrmlinn districts 1o help protect the
productivity and prospernity ol our agn-
CULTURE base. It is to their eternal credit
that they placed these districts under the

Mance of people from each locality
Elm'mamlng this connection with our cul-
ural backgrounds is why it is important that
Bitizens serve as democratically elected
BOMIMUSSIONErs

Hardin County has been blessed with

many dedicated citizens who have served
this district well 1n the last half century.
Maintaining this tradition is part of what
guides the acuons of your commissioners,
and is only one reason why soil and water
conservation activities here have been suc
cessful,

In an era when many people perceive
governments as ineffective and too intru
sive, the function of citizen commission-
ers as a buffer between citizens and a bu-
reaucracy become even more important.
Each of your Hardin County commission-
ers is interested in making protection and
wise use of our natural resources as clfec-
tive as possible. But because we can't'do
most of what needs doing, we must main-
tain and rely on the good will and coopera-
on with those who own and use this area’s

Planning Important To
Cropping CRP Acres

BY GARY L, HILLMER
District Conservationist
While the options are vaned for
Hardin County's ICRP acres, many will
wtum to row crop production
There are contracts that should be
Wed for hay production, stockgrazing,

Bees or wildlife habitat. However, with
] aaming wndd precaution, crop priod i
g 48 sull a vinhle use for much ol

ground.
{s an opportunity that would be

losth one swift turn from the plow

CORN YIELD RESULTS
RONE| 852 Conventional
| 94.1

m 816 No-till
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The wet spring of 1995 shightly favored
conventional tullage in Year One cormn -
ali Yet by the second year, the long-term
henefits of improved soil quality and mos-
ture retention soon tip the balance in favor
of no-ull

share. What has taken 10 years to re-
pair, the plow could destroy in minutes
Planning and prepanng for no-ull soy-
beans the first year makes agronomic,
financial and énvironmental sense.

Start planning early! The field should
be mowed in late July or early August
to get ready for the fall chemical bum
down. I the field is rough from gophers
a very lLight disking in the gredn
growing grass will help. It's important
that an early disking be only a smooth-
INg pass,

With no-till into sod, the surface
residue is not the problem - the root
mass 1s. Because the soil has not been
tilled, 1t will be very firm and cutting
through the dead surface residue will
be easy. Once tilled, the soil will be-
come soft and spongy, making it diffi-
cult 1o get good seed placement. An el-
fective fall burn down and the freeze
thaw action of overwintering make a
perfect seedbed possible

Equipment operation is critical. Ana-
lyze your planter or dnll for its capac-
ity to handle high levels of residue.
Also evaluate the opening and closing
systems your equipment has. Seeding
rates and depths should be set care-
fully, based on your soil type and soil
moisture conditions,

elc,,

resources. We consider that good will the
key to future success of district activities,
and try to use it wisely,

There are regulatory functions the pro-
fessional staff are required (o perform that
are not always popular. In many of these,
the commissioners can only insist that
they be performed equitably, respectfully
and in ways most fitting local needs and
conditions. We have and will continue o
object to what we consider unreasonable
directives from either the state or federal
level. Conservation work involves a lo-
cal-state-federal partnership, with each

party having certain functions and re-
sponsibilities. Your commissioners take
seriously our role in this partnership.

As industrial forces try to usurp the
cultural component of our agriculture, a
whole different set of concemns confront
our communitics. Some of these con-
cems the Hardin County Soil and Water
Conservation District can help bring into
focus. Most concemns involve solutions
that are not as clearcut as waterways or
terraces or windbreaks, yet require critical
attention.

The future productivity of our region is
affected by the fact that we have enough
farmers to farm the land, but not enough
to care for and use it wisely; by the fact
that much of our land resources are held
by people nearing or in retirement with
litrle moving o voung farmers; because
the cultural forces and values” which
underpin this area are being eroded by the
myth that farming is compelitive rather
than cooperative; because our children are
not leaming the important cultural
lessons essential to caring for ones home;
and because faith in the future is not
strong.

The Hardin County Soil and Water
Conservation District is committed 1o
working for the wise use of area resources
to insure their future availability. The
scope of this process will continue (o
change, but the need does not. It is im-
portant that your friends and neighbors
serve as commissioners for the distnict (o
insure this part of your government does
its best 10 meet local needs. Your com-
missioners greatly appreciate your

support.

Undisturbed CRP

No-Till

Soil Loss by Rainfall Simulation*

No-Till/Fall-Till
No-Till/Spring-Till

l | 20,059

per acre. And where the

35 imes the crosion of no-tl!

With the undisturbed CRP, water erosion took just 104 pounds
of so1l per acre. The no-tll plot lost over S60 pounds of sil
soil had been plowed, the rainfall
garried away more than 20,000 pounds ol soil per acre. That's

Soybean Yield Results
TILLAGE METHOD YEARONE YEARTWO

Conventional Tillage

Second-Year No-Till
In 1994, top soybean yields of 67.3 bushels per acre wenl

Although the wet spring of 1995 hurt soybean yields, top
results were found on second-year no-till following CRP.

648 40.3
67.3 8.8
65.0 29.2

45.5

;| 5 d : :
|| Hhwed 1o a plot with no-till into fall-killed sod.
| | |
100 S0 Pounds/Acre 20,000
®Applied 1.74 inches over a one-hour duration rwo days in a row, July 1994

T7-Hardin County Index, Friday, April 19, 1996

Risius
Jeft Rislus, owner-operator Steamboal Rock Ph. 868-2320
We Believe In Conserving The Soil

Land
Improvement

e Ponds

Call Us For Your Needs:
e Terraces © Waterways e Buildings Sites

* And Other Land Improvement Projects

Central Iowa
Water
Association

Rural Route Two - Box 332
Newton, lowa 50208

Huisman & Son Corp.

Backhoe and Bulldozer Service
Available. Lazer Controlied Equipment
Allworkmanship completely guaranteed
Terraces, Land Clearing, Tiling and
Eroslon Fabric for Waterways, Etc.
Over 42 YEARS OF SERVICE
Ralph & Toby Hulsman

Wellsburg - 515-869-3615 or 515-869-3349

» Tiling

Telephnne- 515-792-7011

Gehrke, Inc
Construction - Tiling

e General Excavation

1 * Drop Structures * Waterways e Terraces
Eldnra Bob & Steve Gehrke 858-3821 or 858- 5539

G T T LT L m-.““mu'.“mm

£ Eldora

Equipped To Fill Your Needs!
» Terraces
 All Other Earth Moving

Quality Work at Competitive Prices!

Taylor's Excavating

« Waterways

515-858-5222

Dave Taylor




