
IDA COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

ANNUAL REPORT 

1, 1977 to June.30, 1978 
INANC!AL REPORT 

IM dget (State appropriated) 

Conunru1nn~>rs ex Office supplies ses, mileage etc 

Ptmting 
ftiztsfnrcontE!st 
R~nt.al for meeUn 
llo"ritiJI d g Office or emo ;rations 
~ . l'Ipen,es 
.feetirlgerpenses 
Total expended 

Citn'llaim 
Eo.rinetring.Aide' 
P&rt.funtohelp 
Cl~rk"lrnileage, e 
F.ngin~nngAide' 
Tota!Prpended 

3udget (State Appropriated) 

alary 

mses 
illeage, expenses 

Budget (State Appropriated) 

-~dditillllalallocati of7f>..77 funds 
F\ll!lb r l ligttOO f conservation 

;1=~ tund $13,660.30 

Budget (State Appropriated) 

$ 729.87 
335.98 
147.22 
219.67 
80.50 

2.78 
126.25 
183.40 

$ 1,825.67 

510,054.85 
U,793.13 

103.17 
99.06 
25.85 

$22,076.06 

$14,105.00 

$ 444 .70 

197"·78Allocatio $48,000.00 
fUL.,ll obligated conservation 

""" • $45,967.28 
llr.obtigatec iund S 2,032. 72 

Ily 1, 1977toJune30, 1978 

\\A RSHED MAINTENANCE FUND 
IHeld .he District for Maintenance of Watershed 

Structures) 

fub•k~"J J 1, l1fli 
!«-· 

fu:ne 11i'- .ue 
""bo•>Uving July I, 1977 

In~ .... 
)l<rnCh-
!,Oillptidfrom eralFund 
Jlplboohevin June 30, 1978 

$ 1,932.80 
$ 1,053.87 

$ 736.85 
2,986.67 

614.90 
1,500.00 
1,608.62 

30,140.71 
361.88 
143.99 

1,500.00 
2,000.00 

$ 4,005.87 

July l, 1977 to June SO, 1978 
GENERAL FUND 

CuhooHand,J rl,l977 

~General .ss Book 
,.,...r, 
3'\saJesw:co ted 
JM Budget re-· llfsement 

EJpeDditurtS 
Repaid MainteD ce loan 

,,,.le!tal 
tree PurChase expenses 

OfficeEqwproe 
OifittSuPPUes 

Office £~Pense st prizes 
Dooations&co 
~ooers penses 

su,tedue.s 
~auonaJdues 

19 
(Jutdaorc.lassr 

Wa!tfSb.ed Ac rities 

1,000.00 
26,447.63 

793.41 
923.38 

2,000.00 
302.89 

10,734.29 
595.00 
126.25 
207.68 
234.67 
275.73 
100.00 
100.00 
57. 16 
22.95 
93.42 

190.00 
107.22 
100.00 

3,800.00 
6,753.60 

$ 1,038.99 
29,164.42 

$25,800.86 

$ 4,402 .55 
" " $10,060.78 

$ 2,000.00 

ere . Contract let to build roads , beach , fi shing 
1p in summer of 1977. Contract let in spring of 
~ well, comfort station wilh showers, restrooms 
acUities for trailer park. 

creek fatershed • Approved for planning by the Little 
,ubto11 W ters d Committee. This means the area was also 
S}ou.t 

8 CO share assistance on terraces . 
eligible for 

t.ershed ·This drainage area north of Holstein wat 
g priority and made eligible for special terrace 
1istance. 

FISCAL YEAR 1977-78 

Critical Sediment 
Area§ 

,,.,.,..l.,...,,,., ...... ll..'"'' 

A- 0-4T/ A 
:u.ouo .... 

B- 7-12T/ A 

c- ;5:;sTIA 
1 ... . 100 .... 

............. b ...... K ... jol,"'-'!1 

l ..... eo.-!'o'UI<Jt.. .... 

SCD OFFICE STAFF 

L-R: Clarence (Dutch) Kraft, Randall F. Sohm, 

Lou Collins, Donald Kauffman 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

New District Cooperators 
Conservation Plans or Revisions 
Terraces constructed - miles 
Grassed waterways- acres 
Erosion control structures. no. 
Drainage tile - miles 
Farmstead and Feedlot Windbreaks 

33 
33 

.28.8 
57.4 

5 
12.5 
15.6 

TEMPORARY LAND PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

Three Ida County Soil Conservation District Commissioners 
served on the temporary Land Preservation Committee. They 
we re Lester Vohs, Burdelle Knudsen and Harlen D•\Usel. Lester 
Vohs was elected chainnan of the group. They served along with 
the three Ida County Supervisors, and three City Councilmen from 
Ida <?rove, Hols~ein and Battle Creek. This group held many 
meetmgs to get 1deas from the public and various groups about 
what should be done to guide development and use of land within 
Ida County. The committee's final task was to compile a reoort of 
their conclusions to be used in drafting a state land use p;,licy. 

LIST OF COMMISSIONERS AND STAFF 

As of January 2, 1978: 
George N. Hartley, Chairman 
Burdelle Knudsen, Vice Chainnan 
Ramon A. Johnson 

Battle Creek 
. Ida Grove 

Holstein 
.. Galva 

Battle Creek 
Ida Grove 

Lester A. Vohs 
Harlen Dausel 
J . Henry Brueck, Assistant Commissioner 

OFFICE STAFF 

Donald G. Kauffman , District Conservationist. Ida Grove 
Clarence (Dutch) Kraft, Soil Cons. Technician . . . . Mapleton 
Randall~· Sohm, State Engineering Aide ll . . Danbury 
Lou Collins, State Clerk, District SecretarY· Treasurer Ida Grove 

AREA STAFF (Sioux City) 

Wallis R. Tonsfe ldt . 
Judy Rathel 
Richard Hall 
Lee White 
Wayne W. Ducomrn~ . 

Area Conservationist 
. · · · Area Clerk 

Conservation Operations Engineer 
Little Sioux Watershed Engineer 

. Plr566 Watershed Engineer 

··= ; 

L 
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Education Activities 

The district sponsored the outdoor conservation classroom held in 
Moorehead Park in May. AIJ sixth graders from Ida County 
attended the day long event. 

The district sponsored a conservation art contest open to all 
students in Ida County. Nearly all elementary and middle school 
students participated, along with many high school students. 
Prizes of SlO, 57.50 and SS.OO were given respectively to winners 
in elementary and high school divisions in all schools in Ida 
County. 

The district offered a $25.00 savings bond award to an Ida County 
student who would represent us at the Regional Soil 
Conservation Speech Contest. The entrant became ill just prior to 
the contest. 

The district a.nnuaUy offers teachers scholarships to participate in 
conservation workshops held in various parts of the state and 
sponsored by University of N. Iowa and Iowa Conservation 
Commission. Thred week sessions are held in the summer and two 
day sessions are held in October. There were no participants 
during fiscal year 1977. 

POSTER CONTEST WINNER 

A 
""-r ~ ... 

rl,Jl]~J~S 
JIJ\\T]~ rr() ]J]~ 

}~()I~ 1::\f 1:: I~! 
Allyson Andresen - 1st Prize 

Galva High School 
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~ClLITJES···Work is just about completed for restroom and shower faciUties at 
Creek recreational area south of Battle Creek. Fick Construction of Ida 

I the facility. Eugene Fick says the building should be com pleted within a 

~'E ·~:; THF; INLF.'f ·•·Alter t~e rainf-!J of last week. tbe water level at the Crawford 
"' '5hed 18 oeanng the pornt of goang over the inlet near the dam portion of the 

P"ltf'' 1 KauUman. Ida County Soil Conservationist, estimates the water level came 
~ven feet IIUit wtoek with approximately 120 million gallona uf water draini ng 
! area within a 48 hou r period on Tuesday and Wednesday. 

urge all Farmers to practice 
Soil Conservation 

just like Good Financial Backing 
--- IT PAYS!! 

Federal • 

Land Bank 
Ida Grove Ph. 364-3383 

M 1ke Berk land 

It Rained at Crawford Creek! 
Co n serva t ion Week 

couldn' t be more fittingly 
celebrated at Crawford 
Creek Lake than it was this 
year when six inches of hard 
rain pushed the water level 
of the lake up about eight 
feet. 

The 63-acre lake, l~ted 
in Section 10 of Garfield 
Township south of Battle 
Creek, is now boasting of 
about. 25-feet depths near 
the dam, and the rest of the 
lake is running between 10 to 
15 feet in depth . 

Don Kauffman, district 
soil conservationist, was 
pleased with the rains but 
also added that erosion must 
be monitored under such a 
driving rain . There are 
emergency spillways in the 
Crawford Creek watershed 
project and built-in protect-­
ion in case of big rains. 
"They're actually built for 
100 year of 12-inch rains. It 's 
called a high hazard dam. It 
would take 12 inches of rain 
in 24 hours'' before there 
cou ld be overrun, Kauffman 
said. 

The soil conservationist 
has every reason to be 
pleased. "They had pro­
grammed the lake so it 
would be fuU in four years. lt. 
did it in half the time. ·· 

The filled lake now means 
swimmers and other visitors 
may wish to begin using the 
facility next summer. A 
structure to house toilets and 
showers is just about fmish­
ed at the park. Also com­
pleted is the network of 
graveled roads which even-

tuailY will !'" blacktopped !o' 
campe rs conventence . 
Twenty·four trailer pads are 
fin ished to accomodate 
campers. Electrical hookups 
will be provided in the 
future. 

A beach area has been 
constrUcted, along with a 
boiL dock, ramp and fishing 
jetties. Last fall 6.300 chan­
nel cat and 63,000 blue gill 
were put into the lake, and 
last spring the lake was 
stocked with 6,300 large 
mouth bass. 

Moke Witters, a member 
of the Ida County Con­
servation Board, said the 
oext step is to take bids for 
tbe planting of trees . There 
is also a bath house to con­
struct when the funds are 
ava ilab le, Witters said. 
There will be three picnic 
shelters for campers and 
other visitors to the recrca· 
donal area . 

The Crawford Creek Lake 
is a part of t he Little Sioux 

At The Pioneer 

Record, W e 

Make House Calls 

52 Weeks 

a Year! 

Conservation Aid Available 
Ida County fanners can 

receive cost-share help from 
three dmerent gources, ac­
cording to George N. Hart­
ley , chainnan of the local 
Soil Cons~rvation District. 

In addition to funds pro­
vided by the Agriculture 
Stabilization and Conserv­
ation Service lASCS), cost-­
share for terracing is avail­
able through the state pro-

blem is not simple. There is 
more pressure f~r product-­
ton, more eroston, more 
pressure to control it and 
more inOation, Hartley says. 
A partial solution, according 
to Hartley, is government 
a~~istance at a 75 per cent 
rate "Until we do, we will 
not get the conservation 
work done that needs to be.'' 

River watershed flood pre­
vention project. The Craw­
ford Creek project began as 
basically an erosion con~rol 
project befo~e dev~l?pmg 
into a recreattonal facibt.y. 

A county bond issue for 
$175,000 in 1972 has helped 
finance the project , whose 

total cost is $1.3 miWon 
A ground-breaking cere­

mony in July of 1976 marked 
the beginning of the con­
struction of the rolled earth­
fill dam, wh.ich is about 48.5 
feet hJgh and 1,000 feet long. 

Sponsors of the Crawford 
Creek project and cost 

1T PAYS TO 

sharers include the Ida 
County Soil Conservation 
District, the Ida County Soil 
Conservation Board and the 
Ida County Board of Super­
visors. The local Soil Con­
servation Service is provid­
ing funds and technical 
assistance. 

Practice Conservation 

WE HAVE 

THE EQUIPMENT 

TO DO THE 

RIGHT JOB 

FOR YOU--

FARM PONDS- Provlct. a 10urce of wat., for lfvestock, tire protecUnn , lrrlgeUon 1nd recrll"t lon. 

FILLED GULLIES AND SHAPED WATERWAYS- Permit more eHiclent firming when maehlnery1 

Cln cross 111 ditches. 

TERRACES- Hokt soli and w11., to m1lnlllln and lncre .. e crop yields but sUI! allow LIM of 

4·row equipment. 

Don 't let uncontrolled run-oH wattlf continue to erode aWIIy your soli. We have the equipment to 
M f'l'l your nMds In consbuctlng 1011 consef'l'lng water control structures. 

GIVE US A CALL FOR ANY CONSERVATION JOB 

Ruser Dirt Moving 
808 RUSER IDA GROVE, IOWA PH 384· 2445 

~ ~~:~~~~~ ~-l~~~ .. ------------------------------------------------------------------------, (SCD) and the Little Sioux 
Watershed Program (LSI 

Hartley said Ida County iJ 
fortunate to have the three 
programs available because 
many areas in Iowa do not 
The ASCS allocation for 1978 
was S67 ,900, the state al­
location was $52,000 and the 
Little Sioux allocation is 
unlimited. The latter two 
funds are available only for 
terraces, and the Little Sioux 
is available in certain areas 
covering approximately 25 
per cent of the county. Most 
of the funds are available at 
the 50 per cent ral.e. 

Conservation work, like 
everything else, has been 
the victim of inflation, Hart­
ley says. While terraces are 
now built to accomodate 
eight-row equipment instead 
of four, cost.s due to inOalion 
have doubled i.n five years. 
··Unfortunately, p r ices 
farmers receive haven 't 
doubled," says Hartley, 
"and this causes a problem. 
Fanners know they need 
conservation work but can't 
afford it," 

The solution to the pro-

Insure 
Your Car 

.I';~ -

~~ 
i 

Our auto in sur . 
o nce covers every. 
thi ng from repairs 
to personal liabil ­
ity. Plo)' safe . , . 
insure with us! 

Low Cost 

... and save next Spring for planting. 
A Fall application of O RTHO's reliable Nitrogen means fewer trips 
across the field next Spring, less soil compaction and higher yields 

T he ammonic form of N itrogen in ORTHO N H3 stays put 'til 
Spring when warming soils convert it lo the nitrate fonn of 
N itrogen. Crop seedlings then have access to a ready supply of 
good Nitrogen to feed, and grow into a bumper crop. 

Stop in soon. We' ll be glad to show you why a Fall application of 
O RTHO Anhydrous Ammonia is a smart way to program next 
years crop fertilily I his Fall 

ARTHUR ELEVATOR 
ARTHUR DICK THIES, MANAGER 


