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The purpose of this statement is to define the duties, responsibilities and 
relationshi};)S of the Extension Soil Conservationists in assisting in carrJring out 
a Soil Conservation Program in t he state. 

Two phases of work a.re involved-namely, (1) ed.ucation, (2) technical pla1ming 
and operation or execution of plans on the land~ The Extension Service and the 
So:i.l Conservation Service have the primary responsibility for this program. Under 
a memorandum of understa.nd:tng between the Iov,ra B:x;tensj.on Service ano. the Soil 
Conservation Service, the Extension Service is responsible for the educational · 
phases of the program. Tho Soil Conservation Service as an action agency is to 
provide tochnlcal and material assist~mco in tho consorva;bj.on and proper u.so of 
soil and water resources. 

Undor thirl mcmo~ccuid.u.m of und.er :::1tand.t ng, Extension Soil Consorva.tioni8ts arc 
employc;,d ~iointl~r ~by th•.; two sorv:lc os. These JD.xtonsion Soil Conservationists arc 
a.dministl'ativoly rGs:ponsible to tbG Extension P:Lrector s.nd take tho leadership 
in developing <:;,nd carrying out an orhwe.tional progrsm in soil conservation. 

· In carrying out this rosponnibility tho Extension Soil ConGorvationist will: 

1. Assist tho County Extension D:treetors and the District JiJxtension 
Supervisors in: 

A. Informing farm people of the provisions of tho State Soil 
Conservation district lntv' ::.1.nd in assisting thorn in the edu­
cational work in eonnoct ion with tho o rgB.nl zation and 
functioning of soil conservation clistricts. 

B~ Assi s·!Jing the district governing boclies having organized 
districtrf in pro s rE1):t1 plux~11ing an<l in carrying on educational 
progr,gms as sot forth in the d,istrict plEm of work. 

2. To cooperate with Extonsion Service personnel in; 
A. Correlating tho work of subject matter depF'.rtments con­

tributing to the soil conservation program. 
B. Dovoloping and carrying out of leader ·~raining programs 

for farm lenders, Extension Rnd Soil Conservation Service 
personnel and. personnel of other agencies. 

C. Preparing bulletins, tench:l.ng materials and. other infor­
mn:l:iion on sub5oct s roln:ting to soil conservation, 

3. To cooperate with tho Soil Conservn,tion Service: 
A. \V'ith tho State Consorvrrcionists in arranging for trn.ining 

schools, subjoct matt or infor.mn.tion and spc;cinli st help. 
B. \Vi th work groups and. work units in oducationnl techniques, 

group planning procod.uros nnd usc of subject mnttor 
material o 

The Extension Soi.l Consorvn,tioni sts arc respoi1si l)l.o to the subejoct matter 
departments of the college. for technical informa tion used in developing and 
carrying out of n. co rreln..tod educfl.tionF\J. progrnm. Also he mn;y· nssi st in sub~ject 
matter fields by o.ssignment from the Director of Extension~ vfuil.e such assist.ance 
is being given he \~Jill be undoJ~ tho st1.perv:l s~on of the Extension subject matter 
CJection or sections invol vod. 
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. MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTA!WING 

betw_een 

Soil Cons erva_t ion District 

and · 

Iowa Ag ricultural Extension Service 

It is recognized' that the basic purpose of a soil conservation district 
is. the conservation of sotl ··and wat"er' re-sources and the control and prevention 
of erosion as set fo~th in the State Soil Cons ervation Districts Law. 

'l'he Iowa Agricultural Extension Service and the 
Soil Conservation Distr'ict r ecognize . that · succe ssfv.l accompfishmen t car1 only­
be obtained through mutue.l helpfulness ~nd that cooperation is chiefly a 
matter of working .· togethe r to a coimnon ·end. 

. . 

To coordinate the efforts of the cooperating agencies, to avoid duplica­
tion, confusion of methods, and over-lapping of work, it is agreed that: 

A. rrhe I mva Agricultural Ex tens ion Service '"'ill co operate and pro vi d.e 
assistance when requested b;r the Soil Con s ervation District Commissioners by: 

1. Supplying information needed in the development of the d.i$trict 
program and work plan. 

2. Providing personnel needed to assist in the deve-lopment, revie,~r, 
and any necessary r ~:visions of the progre.m and work plan. 

3. Tra·ining personnel and loca l le:S~.d e rs in subj ect matt e r i nforma­
tion, and in methods of procec·ure. 

4. Sugge sting plans and. me thods for dr;veJ.oping ancl carrying out an 
effective educational pro£~ram. 

5. Providing personnel needed to assist in effe ctuatir..g the ed1: .. ca­
tional :program aftt~ r it ha ~ bee~ d.eveloped. 

6. AssiP-ting i;n making effectiv~ use of demonstratiops that h ave 
bee n d.eveloped., and. in correlatj_ng th r.3 efforts of agencies 
carrying on soil conserva tion activities in the district. 

B• The Soil Conservation District Agrees to: 

1. Submit to the Dir ector of Extension a copy t:lf the program and 
work plan prepS;red by the dlstricto 

2. Pre1n~.re an amendment or $Upplemen tal plan for the educational 
prog ram if this is not s e t forth in the orig inal program or ' 
work plano 

3. Requ.e st the kind and amount of assistance d. e sir~~ d. as far in 
advance as possible. 

~- . Hake all requests for assistance in th9 di~trict educational 
pro gram to or through the Ex tens ion Se rvice. 

5. Submit annual rAport. 
(O:v·e r) 
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C. It is mutually ag re ed. that: 

1. The kind and amount of assistance p rovided. by the Extension 
Servici~ will be agree d upon by the District Commissioners and 
the Ext ension Service. The Coun t y Agricultural Agent is a 
member of the Extension Se rvic e and is the repre s Gntative of 
the E:Xt ension Service in the county., 

2. Neithe r the Extonsion S ~ rvice nor the Soil 
Gons ervati:on District shall be bound. by this memor c:.nr1um of 
understanding at any time for any :funds or .servic e s in exc ess 
of avail.3.bl e e.ppropriations or b eyond the p e riod or periods 
authoriz ed by law. 

, 
3. Every effort will ~e mad e to i n form othe r agencie s of the 

District prog r am and to enlist the ir cooperation and as~ist­
ance in a 1L11 ifi E~ d a ttack on the prog r r:,m of soil cons erva tion 
and eroston con trol. 

4. This memorandum will s e r ve as a b~ si s for cooperation be tween 
the Soil Cons erva tion District and the 
------~----·-~-~ 

Im·.ra Agricultura l Ext e nsion Service, and ha s be en prepar ed in 
accordanc e wfth St:l ction 8, Articl e 2, of Chapte r 125.1, 1939 
Cod.e of Iowa. 

5. This memorandum shn.ll becomt: effective · ,.,rhen signed by the 
District Commissioners and the Ex te nsion Director and. shall 
con tinue until t Prminat ed ~.Y mutual consent of the coope rating 
parties or until r-tbrogat ed by eithe r party by :a su'bmise1.on of 
notice in writing to the othe r p a rty · Ri Xt;>r (60) days ip. ad­
vance of such termina tion. He o..ue sts fo:r ma .)or chan:~ es sha ll 
b e submitt ed. to the othe r pn.rty ni nety (90) de.;rs in ad.ve"n ce 
~f the effective da te d esir t·' d unless mutually ag::re ed . i n writing~~ 

Approved: 

•J' 

:By: 
--------~ 

Date: -----

-- -'-·_SQil Conse rva tion District . · :Io.wp. Ag ricultural 
~x t ension Se rvice, 

Ch:.1 irman . 

Da t e : 

. : .. ~ 



DUTIES A1TD RESPONSIBIL~TIES OF AGENCIES CONCERNED 
l'liTH SOIL CONSERVAT!Oif DISTRICTS 
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In the development and operation ' of a s6il cons~rvation di~trict the following 
groups have duties and r~sponsi bili ti_e_$ .which are herev!i th briefly state?.: 

I. State Soil ~onservation Advisory Committee (Dir~ctor ~f Iowa Extension 
Service, Director of · IoW:.1. Agricultural Experiment Station and State 
Coordi~ator of Soil Conservation Service.) · 

Tho State Soil Conservation Advisory dommittee will assist in formulating 
prog-rams for all soil conservation work in the stat13, in coordinating 
various agencies c-oncerned vri th soil conservation, in. locating demonstra ... 
tions and other projects, in encoura~ing the formation by farmers of soil 
conservation associations .and. in othcryvise contributing to a unified plan 
of action. They serve not .only to brii1g togethe1· all state and federal · 
information on soil conservation but 'also to . point out specific problems 
requiring research. A works commi ttoe of subjec't ma·tter specialists 
assists the advisory committee, 

II. State Soil Conservation Committee (Consisting ,.of three farmers appointed 
by tho Governor, Director of Iowa Agricultural Extension Service an~ State 
Secretary of A~riculturo, with State Coordinator of SCS as advisor,) 

The duties and pm·rers of tho Stc;1-t.e Soil Conservation Commi ttoo are pro'l"' 
scribed by law. In th:e main they are! 

A- To disseminate information concerning districts nnd to onco~ago the 
formation of districts whore thoir organizatlon is desirable. 

B, To assist in district organization and devGlopmont. 
C. To coordinate pro_gr.;1ms of districts by advice and consultation. 
D. To assist in securing cooperation of federal,. state and local 

. agenci.es . ... 

III. District Governing Body. (Throe residents of district oloctod by land 
o~mers and knoWn as district commissioners.) 

All operations or activities within the district in tho developmont and 
tho ·carr;',ring ov..t of the district progrum and of the district V>rork: plan 
are the responsibility of this governing body. 

IV. IolJTa Agricultural Extension Service. 

The Iov1a .Agricul tura;L Extension Service is responsi blo for tho agricultural 
educational program \~rithin tho state. It 1Hill cooperate V>rith tho district 
govor:nlng body in ca+rying on tho district educational pro{;ram. 

In order to avoid duplication of agricultural extension activities, educa­
tional work carriod by a district must be in cooperation Nith the Extension 
Service and pursuant to a cooperative agroomont entered into as prescribed 
by state law. 

(Over) 
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V. Io vrn Agricultural E-?CJ?crimon t Station .. 

Tho I 0 ,,,a Agricultural Experiment Stntion is responsible f o r the agricultural 
research progra m carried on trd thin tho s tnte ~ It vTill cooperD,te with tho 
district governing body in rosoarch progrnms~ 

In order to avoid cl~.1plicntion of r ·osoarch i1cti.vitios, c,ny research progro.m 
ca rried on by. districts must bo in coopernti_on '·":i. th tho Iowa Agr~cul tntal 
Experiment Sta tion .ond pursuant to a cooporativo agreymont ontorod i nto .-as 
prescribe d by state lawo 

VI. Soil Conse r vation Scrvicoo 

I 

By_ virtue of congress ional ncti.·on and c.tdmird.strativo rulings, · tho mnj 0r 
I;c:~rt of the SCS o.ss istai1co is. boing mado .availo,blo to Soil Consorvt1ti (:1 n 
Districts. Ansistanco of nl l ty]jes approve d by tJie UQ S. Dopo:rtmont of 
Ag riculture vJill bo offered in.so f [!.r as .resources pGi"mi t rm d appropriate 
o.rrc.:mgomonts may bo vfOrkocl out Hhich n.ro rnutually satisfactory to tho 
district and tho Sorvico. 

VI I() Other Agencies, GT_oups ~v1_d Incl.i yj_ duals. 

Cou11ty , sta te Etnd federal agencies may b8 ·· asl:ed to g iv.o assistanco -t o a 
distr-ict. 

County - . Fo.rm orgaxiizatj.ons such as Farm BtiToo.u, ~,arr10rs Uni on, Gr_c.,:ngc ; 
plailliing. c ommi tt oe s; bo nr ds of snpo.rvi_sors , cou~1t;y agon t; vocaticinal 
agriculture instructors; sn1)erintendont of schools, · otco 

State - Stnte Depar tme n t of Agriculture, State Cm1.,sdrv~ttion ComP:lis s i on , , 
High,·ray ·a onr:Jissi on , etc, 

Feder c·~l - .:auroLl.us of U~S.DeA~ such as Ag r:i.culturr.l A&justncnt il.dn i n istrn­
tion, FaLJ Soc1.J.,rit;y Administratic1n, ·],o rost Sorvico; Soil Conf:.lorvati o~l 
Sorvico, etc. 

( Soe 111~ Sta ter:wnt by tho S 0cre tar;y of Agricul turo Concerning Do:par t moE t 
Coopor.:J.ti ')n ,,,Ti th Soi.l Con:sor.vo.ti on Districts .. 11 Septeobor 21, :1940). 
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