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Washington, D.C. - A new na­
tional survey indicates that most 
American fanners intend to observe 
rules linking federal subsidies to soil 

· conservation practices, and one­
third of them believe stemming ero­
sion on their farms will increase 
their incomes. 

Most fanners surveyed by Ameri­
can Farmland Trust expect those 
who don't follow required soil con­
servation practices by the Jan. 1, 
1995, deadline will be caught by the 
Agriculture Department and will 
suffer cash subsidy losses. 

The survey of 1,000 farmers in 
100 counties in 32 states is an at­
tempt to determine the success of us­
ing federal farm-program benefits in 
pushing farmers to use soil-saving 
practices. 

There have been strong indica­
tions in recent years that many 
farmers were ignoring the rules. 

There also have been accusations 
that USDA officials appointed by the 
Reagan and Bush administrations 
bowed to farmer opposition to 
tougher erosion control measures 
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Soil Conservation Service. At the 
same time, the USDA was saying 1.6 
percent of farmers weren't comply-
ing. 

Many conservation activists say I 

agriculture's compliance with the 
soil-saving rules will help to deter­
mine whether they'll push to bring 
fanners under more severe environ­
mental restrictions when Congress 
reauthorizes the Clean Water Act 
this year or in 1994. 

The latest survey was conducted 
by researchers at Northern Illinois 
University and Southern Illinois Uni­
versity. Among those contacted in 
telephone interviews were farmers 
in Appanoose, Cedar, Decatur, Har­
din, Johnson, Mahaska, Plymouth, 
Shelby and Washington counties in 
Iowa. 

The researchers said the survey 
"provided little support for the poli­
cy position that conservation compli­
ance should be eliminated or 
watered down because of the strong 
producer opposition to it." 

The study indicates that most indi­
vidual conservation plans tend to be· 
complex, in many cases requiring in-


