IMPROVED
PRODUCE 2

Pastures renovated
by introducing im=-
Yroved rasses and

egumes have groduced
nearl% three times as
much beef per_acre as
unimEroved bluegrass
pastures during the
past years in tests
at Iowa State Univer-
sity’s asture im=
provemen farm near
al

Extension Agrono=-
mist Dwayne Rohweder
says _tha improved
birdsfoot trefoil
gastures produced_ two

o two &and one-half
times as much _beef
as unimproved blue-
grass gastures. He
said that Dbirdsfoot
trefoil increased
pasture ields  with
out the loat hazard
which occurs when
pasturing most le=
gumes.

This opens new op=
ortunities for pro=-
itable so0il conser-

vation and soil re-
storation through
southern Iowa,
Rohweder. He
out that !,
more than 13
pasture acres n
southern Iowa. Reno-
vation would sharply
increase returns from
many _of these acres.
Rohweder sazs pa s=
ture _ renovation "not
only_increase returns
in "livestock_ produc-
tion, but soil ferti-
lity is, restored in
many cases that
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PASTURES
AND 1>

IMES AS MUCH BEEF

the beef
{ie ds on unimproved
pluegrass and” out-
ielded the birdsfoot
refoil, Rohweder
emphasizes that with
the higher yields
with alfalfa pastures
is jvalso the
hazard. He says
many _cases

tripled

)

Alfolfa-grass_ pas-
tures are still ~ the
top pastures for dai-
ry cattle, Bloat is
usually not great
a hazard hese
cattle the
cattle dry
feed being
pasture

as
for
because
receive
before
on
each day.

Rotational grazing
on improved alfalfas
astures increasegd
eef production b% 55
pounds per_acre above
continuousl% razed
astures. he ear
ests show consistant
benefits in giving
alfalfa plants a per-
od of Trecovery he
says. These gasﬁgres
were diyvide into
four equal areas by
electric fences,. The
cattle were =allowed
to graze in Bane lot
for a week, then they
were moved to the se-
cond. lot.: ach pas-
ture lot was given a
;-week recovery per-
od between grazings.
After Kears of
§razing, the
ional pastures
nearly tiwice as many
lants er square
oot as did the con-
tinuously grazed pas-
tures.



