
IMPROVED PASTURES 
PRODUCE 2 AN.D -V2 
TIMES AS MUCH. BEEF 

Pastures renovated 
by introducing im~ 
proved grasses and 
legumes nave produc e d 
n early three times a s 
much beef per ac r e as 
unimproved bluegrass 
past~res during t he 
past 4 yea r s in t e s ts 
a t I o wa Stat e Un i v e r­
si ty ' s pasture . i m­
proveme n t f a rm n ea r 
Al b.i a. 

t r ip l ed the beef 
yi e l d s o n unimproved 
1bl u e c rass and out­
yielded the birds f oot 
trefoil. Ro h u e der 
e mphas i zes _tha t u ith 
the h i gh e r yie lds 
wi th a lfal f a pastures 
t her e i s a l s o the 
b lo a t ha za rd. He says 
tha t i n ma n y ce ses 
th e bl oBt ha z ~rd 
mak e s a lfa lfa im p r~ c­
t i ca l as a pastu re 
cr~ p for beef cat tl e . Exten s ion Ag rono­

mist Dwayne Rohweder 
says that improved Alfa lfa- gr~ ss p as­
birdsfoot trefoil ture s a re sti ll the 
pastures produced t wo top pa sture s for da ~­
to two a nd one-half ry c a ttle. Bloat 1s 
times as much beef usua lly not a s ,g reat 
as unimproved blue- a ha za rd for these 
gras~ pastures. He c a ttle bec~u s e the 
said that birdsfoot ca ttle rece1ve dr Y~ 
trefoil increa~ed feed before be i n g 
pasture yields w1th . turned on past ure 
out the bloat hazard each da y. 
which occurs when . 
pas~uring most le- Rota tional g r a zing 
gumes. on improved a lfa lf~ 

pastures increas ~d 
This opens ne w op- b&ef production by ~ 3 

~ortunitles for pro- pounas per acre a bove 
ritable soil censer- continuously graze ~ 
vation and soil re- pastures. The ~ yea~ 
storation through tests show cons1stant 
southern Io wa, ~ays benefits in giving 
Rohweder. He po1nts alfalfa plants a per­
out that ~here are iod of recovery h ~ 
more than 1 ~ million says. These pas!ure ~ 
pasture aeres _ in u ere dividea into 
·tc:;ou thern. Iowa • Reno- four equa l areas b Yi 
v:ation uould sharply electric fences .,- The 
i n crease returns from ca ttle u ere a llowe ~ 
ma .ny of these acres. to graze in ~nee . lot 
Rohweder s a ys pas- for a week then the~ 
tur ~ ,renovation not were moved'to the se­
only 1ncrease returns cond lot. Each pas­
in livestock _produ.c- ture lot was given a; 
tion, but soil fert~- 3- week r&eovery per­
lity is restored 1n 1 od bet ween grazings. 
many cases . so that After ' 3 years o ~ 
some of ' the ·pasture grazing , the rota ­
might go into crop tiona l pa stures ha~ 
rotations \Ofd ?, t~ 0 nearly t wice as many 
years m•b o . -oa s- ~lants per square 
corn. ·' root as aid the con-

' Renovated ~ lfalfa, tinuously grazed pas­
g_razed rotationally, tures. 


