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STATE COST-SHARE FUNDS NEARLY EXHAUSTED 

COMMISSIONER BIERSTEOT 

·LEAVES 01 STRICT 

Mrs. George {Karen) Bierstedt, Fen­
ton, has resigned as Cominissioner after 
seven ye~s of service to the Kossuth 
District. The Bierstedts have moved out 
of the Distriot to a farm they purchased 
in Palo Alto County. 

Karen joined the Soil Conservation 
staff in 1968 when she was employed as 
district clerk; she was elected treas .. 
urer of the district, a position she has 
held for the past six years. 

In 1971 Karen was elected for a two­
year term as a District Commissioner, 
the first woman to hold such a position. 
She was re-elected to a six-year term in 
1973 and is currently serving as chair­
man of the district. 

This fall Karen was presented the Ken 
Wagner Award which is given to the Out­
standing YoUDg Commissioner in th~ State 
of Iowa. 

She assisted in the organization of 
the Kossuth Conserva't~on Youth Board and 
has served as an advisor to the Board 
for the past three years. 

SEELY NAMED OUTSTANDINI 
REGION· 2 COMMISSIONER 

This fall Claude Seely, A~gona, was 
named Outstanding District Commissioner 
for Region 2 (a 13-county area). He is 
a past chairman of the District and has 
served as a Commissioner since 1963. In 
addition to his work in the local pro­
gram, Claude has been actively engS.ged 
in obtaining legislative support for the 
conservation program. 

Ea.ch spring Seely transports the trees 
and shrubs ordered through the District 
from the nursery to his farmstead where 
he distributes them to the cooperators. 

Ninety-six percent of the $28,600 
cost share funds allooated to the Kos­
suth District for the 74-75 biennium 
have been either spent or promised. The 
funds e.re provided to share the cost of 
installing erosion and sediment control 
practices with farmers in Iowa. 

The ma.jori ty of the state funds was 
used in conjunction with the 1974 fed­
eral cost share program, RECP. The BECP 
provided funds at a .50% rate ( 12.500 max­
imum pe~ individual) for the construc­
tion of terraces and other erosion con­
trol practices; the State provided an 
additional 2.5% bringing the total amount 
of cost share possible to 7.5%. 

Twenty-six district cooperators have 
received assistance under the state pro­
gram. 

For more info:r:ma.tion on the program 
and the availability of funds, stop in 
to the District Office and talk to one 
of the sta.ff members. 

KINNE IS NEW COMMISSIONER 

Luther Kinne, Luverne Township, has 
been named as a commissioner to fill 
the position vacated by Karen Bierstedt. 
Kinne will serve until the next regular 
election. 

FOR SALE: TREES & SHRUBS 
Various kinds of shrubs, deciduous 

trees, and evergreens will again be a­
vailable through the District. , 

For more information concerning a 
price. list and the stock that is avail­
able, contact our office. 



BECKE,_ & KLINKSI!K SIGN L.TA'a . . 
Vincent Beckerf Bancroft, became tlie 

first farmer in Kossuth County to sign 
a long-term agreement, a new .long range 
conservation program that was introduced • 
this year. He was· . ..followed by Keith 
Klinksiek who is a~so cooperating in the 
program. 

This program is designed for a farmer 
to sign a 3- to 10-year contract for 
federal funds at a 5CY->,.6 cost share rate 
to install all the needed erosion con­
trol practices on his farm. The long­
term agreement guarantees federal funds 
each year for the duration of the con­
tract, thus enabling the farmer to plan. 
his farming operations and secure con­
tractors to do the needed work. 

The contract for LTA cost sharing 
:t'U.nds is""WW'th the ASC'S;-the C · develop8 
the conservation plan of operations; and, 
the State co~perates by supplying an add­
i tiona.l 25% of the cost of the erosion · 
control work. 

*********** 

KATHY LARSON attended the Fall Conserva­
tion Workshop for Teachers at Luther 4-H 
Camp near Ames; she is a 5th g:ra..?-e teach­
er at. Lakota. 

DISTRICT ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

July 1, 1973 - June 30, 1974 

District Cooperators 56 
Those Receiving Assistance 168 

.. . -THANK 
• • • . ... ,. • 

The District Commissioners wish to 
express their appreciation to the USDA 

• Soil Con.ervation Service personnel for 
their techn:i.ca1 fs'Bista.nce, to the De­
partment~ ofSoilConaerva.tion for advice 
and guidance, to the ASCS staff for co­
operation, to the Extension Service for 
providing conservation education and 
participation. We want to thank the 
press & radio, and all other groups, or­
ga.niz'3.tions, businessmen, and individu­
als who have supported the district pro­
gram and activities. Also, a thank-you 
to the people who contributed to the 
production cost of this report. 

July 1, 1973 - June 30, 1974 

1-M :Bugset Account 
1-M Budget Allocation 11200.00 
Additional Allocation 457.00 

Total Allocation •••••••••••••• $1657.00 
. Disbursements: 

Commissioners Expenses 
Office Supplies 
Printing 
Prizes for Contests 
Meeting Hall Rentals 
Returned to State 

529.05 
604.31 
68.10 
17.33 
27.20 

Committee 2.68 
Office Expell$.e 408 .. 33 

Total disbursements ••••••••• $1657.00 

2-M Budget Account 
2-M Budget Allocation ••••••••• $14,200.00 
Disbursements: 

Salaries $12,266.00 
Total Services/Single Units 642 Travel 88.10 

429.35 
_JJ,.7.58 =--= 

345.00 

Recipients Applying Practice 68 State Retirement 
~-Z=-..:.o.-..-=--=C~o~na=erva.~~t~i~o~n~~--~~~~~-~~--"""~-==--=.r;;;;S::.;o:;.:::c:..::"iaJ, Security,_ 

Conservation Plana Revised 10 aealth 
Inventories and Evaluations 4 Life Insurance 
Units of Gov't Assisted 2 State Equipment 

66.00 
57.50 

G:z-oup Conservation Plana 1 Returned to State 
G:.roup Inv. and Eval. 2 
Gr oups Assisted 4 

Committee 230.47 
Total Disbursements ••••••• $14,200.00 

Contour Farming 41 Ac. 
Crop Residue Mgt. 9,628 Ac. 
Pond 1 
Minimum Tillage 1,437 Ac. 
Pasture & Rayland Mgt. 133 Ac. 
Pasture & Hay land Planting 161 Ac. 
Recreation Area Improvement 45 Ac. 
Structure for Water Control 11 
Parallel Terraces 4,991 Ft. 
Tile 38,744 Ft .• 
Tree Planting 5 Ac. 
Land Adequately Treated 7,802 Ac. 

3-M :Budget Account 
1973-74 Allocation $10,100.00 
Additional Allocation ~,200.00 

Total Allocation •••••••••••• $ ,300.00 
Disbursements .••••••••••••••••• -11,829.75 

Terraces $11,706.49 
Steep land Seed-

ing 123.26 
Funds Obligated, practices 

not completed •••••••••••••• - 1,612.86 
Balance of unobligated funds •• $ 857.39 



YOUTH BOARD SPONSORS · 
CONSERVATION CONTESTS 

The Kossuth Conservation Youth Board 
now in its third year has sponsored va.r-~ 

ious conservation contests during the 
past year. 

In October the Board sponsored a soil 
judging contest at Vincent Becker's farm 
near Bancroft. West Bend school took 
first place team honors and was also a­
warded the first nine place ribbons for 
individual scores. 

Carol Lynch, Fenton, was named winner 
in the natural scener.r division of the 
Photo Contest; lqle Risius of :Buffalo 
. Center was awarded first pla.ce in the 

' conaerva.tion practice division. :Both 
students were presented tlO. 00 checks in 
mze money. 

The &DDU&l Poster Contest was termed 
a huge suooess with more than 100 third 

. and f'<)'Urth · sraders submi ttille e11tries. 
Philip Sobmidt, Lakota, took first place 
honors J and, Anita Scbli.~tz, Wesley, 
plaoed second. A framed "America, the 
Beautiful" pic~ ·was presented to each 
cle.caroom that took part ·in the contes-t; 1 

·by the school's Youth Board represent~ ·. 
tive• 

. Lyle Risius ot lNf'talo Center ea.rned 
first plaoe recopi tion and tlO .oo prize 
mouy . in · the Conservation Speech Con .. 
teat. Lyle :~so . represented Kossuth 

· District in the Regional Speech Contest 
held in Spenoer, Iowa. 

Each month the Youth Board reoo(g)izes 
a ymith and a tamer for their contri- . 
butione for conservation. 

'l'be Boa.rd is currently working to send. 
two D;IUlbers to the &DNJ&l convention of 
the :ktional J.asooiatio"Q·ot Con.~ervatJ.on 
Districts at Denver, Colorado, in Febru.­
e:q. tJpoomi.t1g spring projects include 
bee tree• tor third graders and a tour · 

---.--.-.w~~- :Bou4 
Lee Bergum, Sent~l, is the president 

o£ the Board assisted by secretary Beck;}" 
!Ietty ot Luverne. 

Other members i.nclude 1 Mary Borma.nn, 
Garrisan; 'l'er:t7 Devine, Algona; Steven 
Johnson, Wesleya Tom . Lighter, Al.gona; 

. Dave Gerber, West Bend; Bruce Heetland, 
Lakota; Dave Inman, Bancroft; Je:y Ruby, 
Lakota; Steve Mertz, Garrigan; Liz Mad­
den, Sentral; Dan Nelson, Titonka; Lyle 
Risiua, lN.ffalo Center; Paul Rasmussen, 
Wesley; Rod Norland, Titonka; · Dave Rook, 
Swea City; Allan Voss, Luverne; Linda. 
Welp, St. John's; John Thompson, Swea· 
Cityr a:ad, sana;r DllddiDg, Buffalo Center. 

Adviaors to the !o&rd are Rod Jensen, 
Lone Rook; Neil Wubben, Swea City; Karen 
!ierstedt, Fenton; a.nd Dave &trickler, 
Algona. · 

SOIL SURVEY HITS 41S MARK 

Forty-one peroent of the Kossuth Co. 
Sta.nda:rd. Soil Survey has been completed 
as the third mappillg season draws to a 
close. 257,.545 acres primarily looated 
in the western half of the county have 
been •pped as indicated on the ma.p be­
low. 

Advance copies of the survey and tech-· 
nioal assista.noe are provided at no oost 
to landowners and operators who indicate 
their conoern for conservation by be com- · 
ing District Cooperators. If you a.:re 
interested in obtaining a.n advanoe copy 
for ;you:t: farm, stop. in to the District 
Offioe located in the USDA Building in 
Algona. 

LEDYARD LINCOLN 

RAMSEY GERMAN' 

Ltl'VERHE 

IRONI!S-COUMISSION!R FROM 
NORTH KOSSUTH 

Ke:meth !rones has oom.pl.eted two years 
ot his s:b:-yea.r term as a Soil Couerva­
tion District Commissioner. He serves 
as a contact in the Swea, Eagle, and 
Grant Areas. 



PERSONNEL DIRECTORY 

District Governing Body: 
Karen Bierstedt 
Wendell Christensen 
James Antoine 
Kenneth Brones 

Chairman 
Vice-Chai rman 

Commissioner 
Commissioner 
Commissioner Claude Seely 

Kevin Montag 
John Reding 
David Strickler 
Neil Wubben 
John Ley 

Ass't Commissioner 
Ass't Commissioner 
Ass't Commissioner 
Ass't Commissioner 

Secretary 

D~pt. of Soil Conservation: 
Carolyn Marshall State Clerk 
Keith Harnden State Technician 

Soil Conservation Service: 
Lyle Riedinger District Conservationist 
Loren.:J3ishop _ CQnae_rvation Technician 
Robert Jones Soil Survey, Party Leader 
Rodney Jensen 
Michael Wiemann 
Ben Clarks 

Soil Scientist 
Soil Scientist 
Soil Scientist --· · 

!*************************************•!~; I QUICK CASSEROLE ~ 

l lb. hamburger, uncooked ~ 
l small box frozen peas ~ 
1 small box frozen tater tots ~ 

~ 1 can cream of chicken soup $ 
it Seasoning, as desired ; 

Press hamburger into 9x9" pan. * 
Add salt and other seasonings. ~ 

~ Add layer of peas; pour can of ~ $ cream soup (undiluted) over :J; 
t peas. Add final layer of tater I 
~ totn. Bake uncovered for l hr. * 
~ at 350 degrees. ~ 
*************************************** 

KOSSUTH COUNTY SOIL 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

P. 0. Box 397 
Aleona, Ia. 50511 

ADVERTISING DIRECTORY 

THIS REPORT WAS PARTIALLY FINANCED WITH 
COl~RIBUTIONS MADE BY THESE BUSINESSES: 

Excavating Contractors: 
Lee Grading ••••.•••••••••••• Lone Rock 
Reding Gravel & Excavating •.••• Algona 

Tile Contractors & Companies: 
Bill Manske & Sons ••••••••••.•• Algona 
The Levine Co., Inc ••••..•• Des Moines 
Midwest Culvert Op ••..••..• Des Moines 

Banks: 
-:Btate Bank of Ledyard ••••.•••• Ledyard 

Iowa State Bank ••••••.••..•.••• Algona 
T~toruca Savings Bank •••.••••.• Titonka 
Swea City State Bank •••...•• Swea City 
The Lone _Rock Bam< ••.•••..•. Lone Rock 
Security State Bank ••••••.••••• Algona 
Exchange State Ba:nk •••.•••.•.•• Wesley 

Agriculture-Related Businesses: 
Steier Flying Service •••••• Whittemore 
Farmers Cooperative Elev •••. Swea City 

COMPUTER DESIGNED TERRACES 

Terraces being constructed in Kossuth 
County are now designed by a computer. 
The input data based on the field survey 
made by the SCS staff is forwarded to 
the computer station where the computer 
designs the system; a copy of the infor­
mation is returned to the field office. 

During the 1974 calendar year, 32,393 
feet of terraces were cons tructed on 17 
farms in the District. 
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