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ConservatiOn serVice·. 
'von't ease erosion limits 
By DAN LOOKER 
ReQister AorlbusiMss Wrlt.r . . . ·.·. ~-· . 

The U.S.· Soil Conservation Service .... 20 tons an acre tb 40 tons or more. 
has decided riot to ease erosion stari- .. A.rterstate' conservation officials 
dards in Iowa and, for at least three denounced the change, the SCS with­
months, won't hold county-by-county drew the weaker standard · in late 
public meetings on the rules. April and . b,egan planning county 

J . Michael Nethery, state conser- hearings i~. Iowa on soil loss rules. 
vationist for the federal agency in That, too, drew criticism when SCS 
Des Moines, said Wednesday that the Chief Wilson Scaling met with Iowa 
!lgency has postponed the c·ounty agricultural leaders in Des Moines in 
meetings, ~hich .were opposed by mid-May. Most said the hearings 
farmers elected to oversee conserva~ weren't needed and that SCS should 
tion programs and by Gov. Terry stick to the rules that limited soil loss 
Brans tad and Iowa Secretary of Agri- to no more than 20 tons per acre. 
culture Dale Cochran. Nethery said Iowa SCS officials 

Even after a three-month delay, will meet with conservation officials 
1 any "county-by-county meetings are from the state agriculture depart­
l quite unlikely, as public hearings," he ment, representatives of Farm Bu-
1 said. Later the agency might hold reau and other farm groups "to essen-

meetings to explain rules for meeting tially see what needs to be done from 
ccconservation compliance" require- their viewpoint to resolve the issues 

· ments of the 1985 Farm Bill. that have been raised." 
Farmers were required to have Nethery said the SCS will work 

1 
plans for cutting erosion on steep with farmers having difficulty meet­
cropland by this year or face losing ing conservation rules .. -
federal farm program benefits. In Decorah, Ann Robinson, agricul-

1 

This spring, after a group of Scott tural specialist for the lzaak Walton 
~=-:ounty farmers complained that en- League of America, said she was 
rorcement of the standards could pleased that the SCS won't weaken 
lower their corn yields, the SCS weak- soil loss limits statewide. "I would 
ened them. The rule change, in effect, certainly hope they don't intend to go 
\\·ould have boosted the maximum al- any .further. They're already weaker 

j 1uwable erosion on steep fields from than they should be," she said. 


