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The early agricultural history of Des Moines County is rather meager. Not 

until 1914 did the farmers of this territory really concern themselves about 

soil problems. The virgin soil was rich and the plow had not made too deep 

an imprint. The Des Moines County Agricultural Association was formed and was 

soon changed to the Des Moines County Farm Bureau which was incorporated in 

April, 1914. The county agent's reports from 1914 to 1918 recognized the 

growing soil problems, particularly that of soil acidity. In 1919 several 

farmers signed petitions for soil surveys of the county. During the period 

from 1914 to 1936 a few farmers were sufficiently interested to cooperate 

the county agent in holding a few demonstrations on erosion control, terracing 

and tree planting. Also the C C C Camp located in Oakville from 1933 to 1942 

made a number of soil surveys and aided a few farmers in erosion control. 

LEGAL DJ~SCRIP TI ON 

Des Moines County is located on the 11ississippi River which forms its east 

boundary. It is bordered by the Skunk River on the south, by Henry County on 

the west and by Louisa County on the north. Des Moines County comprises an 

area of 409 square miles or 261,760 acres. Land use information complied for 

the 1959 Conservation Needs Report shows nearly of Des Moines County is 

used for agricultural purposes. The Iowa Ordnance Plant covers 33 square miles 

and about one half of this is used and managed for agricultural purposes. 1~ 

Des Moines County Soil Conservation District includes all the land in Des 

Moines County exclusive of land within incorporated cities and towns. 

CLIIVIATE 

The climate of Des Moines County is characterized by rapid changes in temper­

atures. There is only a mild amount of winter precipitation but sufficient 

rainfall during the growing seasono 
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public is of utmost importance. 

Approximately 60,000 acres along the Mississippi are protected by levees. 

River flooding causes not only seepage problems but the human risk factor is 

always present with the possibility of levee failure. The extreme variation 

of soil types in the bottom land causes great difficulty in correcting drain­

age problems. 

Lack of adequate conservation in the uplands of the Flint-Rive~ Watershed 

causes extreme flooding and crop damage to the farmer involved in its flood 

plane. 

The great number of 11factory worker" farms in the bluff areas above the Rivers, 

restricts the application of needed conservation practices in these areas. 

A limited area of sandy soil on the Vussissippi River terraces in the Southern 

part of Union Township and to a limited extent in the bottomland area in 

Jackson and Huron Township offer special problems, with high water tables and 

poor drainage. 

LAND USE PROBL~~ 

.The economic necessity and the generally good quality of the land has set the 

trend for continuous row cropping in Des Moines County. 

The following shows the change in land use between 1950 and 1960: 

SITUATION 

Farms w/livestock 

Corn raised 

19.50 

1268=84% 

60,925 acres 

1960 

1112=77% 

70,596 acres 
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MOINES COUNTY LOOKS AHEAD TO 1975 

By 1975 the Des Moines County Soil Conservation District will have been in 

operation for 29 years. 

The Conservation Needs stuqy points out the facts that at the present rate 

of application of erosion control practices, and the demands being made on the 

land for grain crop production, the soils of Des Moines County will not be 

adequately protected from erosion for at least two or three generations. This 

will be too late for a portion of our land now in grain crops. 

The need for education through the schools and rural youth groups will become 

more apparent and the realization that it is easier to grow conservation far­

mers, than to convert erosion farmers to conservation farmers. 

The majority of land owners and operators will have accepted various conserva­

tion practices as a necessary requirement in maintaining productive capacity, 

appearance and continuing value of their farm. 

Farm numbers will have decreased and size increased until they will be some 

what stablized as more economical units. There will probably be even more 

small size units near Burlington, operated by individuals who obtain a major­

ity of their income from other sources but desire rural dwelling. 

Pastures will be cleared, renovation reseeded with grasses and legumes, rota­

tion grazed and managed to improve their contribution to the net income of the 

farm. 
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'Jlimber areas will be reduced, leaving fewer poor stands and improving the re­

maining areas by interplanting, weeding out poor trees and protecting from 

livestock. 

The lack of adequate water for maximum crop production and industrial consump­

tion by 197.5 will command the attention and planning of the thinking public. 

Recreation on the farm for city dwellers will be a source of income for the 

more rugged and scenic far.ms of the county. 

9-1 
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Bottomland 26713 
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Date P' - /! J7- ? ? 
Des Moines County Soil Conservation District 

by: a.;:L4. 'G~, 
Chairman 

A resolution authorizing the adoption of this revised program was passed by 

the district governing body on d._ ...._ d.- 7- ~ ~ at Burlington, Iowa . 
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Soil Conservation Service personnel assigned to the Soil Conservation District 

will perform such Radiological duties as outlined in the Radiological Moni­

toring Directives. 

PLANT MATERIALS 

The District will assist the Soil Conservation Service plant materials spe­

cialist with his efforts to find and introduce new and better adapted plants 

for conservation use. Experimental plots and seed increase plantings will 

be encouraged in the county when ever the need arises. 

CONSERVATION BEAUTIFICATION 

The Districts main concern in the past had been to develope a sound conserva­

tion program for the eroding cropland. The District now recognizes the need 

for more emphasis to be placed on making the farm a better place to live as 

well as produce crops. The District program now encludes the recognition of 

the need to not only to take care of eroding cropland but to also give special 

attention to building sites, home sites, road cuts, orchards, wind break 

and etc. 

SMALL WATERSHEDS 

Small watersheds will receive special attention. The small watersheds or 

approach will be encouraged at eve~ opportunity when ever the problem involves 

the drainage from more than one farm. 

RECREATION 

In recognizing the need for more recreation in the District each cooperator 

will be encouraged to make multi use of all pracitces where recreation and 

wildlife can be included. 
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SAMPLE 

OF 

D I STRIC T A NNUAL PLA N O F O PER ATIO N 

PERSONS <=-t t-:x:j ~ ~ ~ <=-t <=-t :x> (J) 0 g:: t:j 

ACTIVITY RESPONSIBLE Sll ~ Sll ~ § ~ 
j:::! CD () CD 

~ 1-S 1-S OQ t-el 6- <I () 

• • • • CD • 6- . . • . 
I 

Annual Report--------------- Comm 1s & SCS----- - - __ ... _ ... _ ... .. ....., ...a ...- •• 
---~ X X X 

I 

Comm 1 s Short Course--- - Comm ' s & Asst. Cormn 1 a------
___ .,..,.. _____ 

--~ X 

Contractors Meeting------ - SCD, scs & ASC- - - .-.------ __ _____ ... 
X 

Reg . Tribune Contest---- - -- Comm 1 s , scs & Banks- - -- - - ... ..... ___ ..,.. _ 
_____ .... 

X ·- --
Speech Contest- - - - --- - -- Comm ' s , scs & FFA--- - - ---- -- -- ---- -- X X 

Soil St ewardship----- ~--~ ..... - Comm 1 s , scs & Minister s----- - -- -------- X 

Comm' s Annual Conference--- Cornm 1 s -
____ ..,. __ ___ ._ ...... ... ... ...... -... .... -.... -------- ·- X X 

Publ i city- - _..,. .. ,..._ .. __ - ------ 11'i .u.c. & Tech.---- ------- - ----- -- -------- X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Admi nist r ation- ---- -- - --- Comm 1 s - - ..- .... ..... 14 .. - ~------ ----- -- ----- -~ X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Spri ngbrook Camp--- -- ... -- Connn ' s & w.u.c.------
______ ...,. ___ 

-- ----- -- X 

Teachers Workshop--- ..-.-----... Comm ' s & w.u.c.--------- --- ____ .... _. ----- X -
Watershed---- ----------- -- - Comm ' s & 1-J. u. c. Staff----- -

____ _______ ...., 
X X X 



12 

REVISIONS 

This program and work pl an may be revised or amended at anytime the Commis-

sioners deem it inadequate . It will be the policy to review the program and 

work plan during Janua~ of each year and make necessary revisions at t hat 

time . Suggestions from farmers and other interested parties will be welcome 

at all times . 

Des Moines County Soil Conservation District 

by ~ k~ 
Chairm~ ~c~Governing Body 

Date :;2 - ~Y ,_. ?? 

The signing of this r evised distri ct program and wor k plan was authorized by 

a resolution of t he Distr ict Governing Body adopted at a meeting held 

on --------------------------------------

Secretary, 






