


on estabhshing a tot ‘Committee.
district in Dickin- L % of the la w
; : sbe held before the S| etitions. Theg,sfa
State Soil Conmservation District CO “calls a public hearing
Committee. The meeting wili be_
(held in the county court room be- dlst}'mf TJPS the hearing called
ginning at 1:30 o’clock. This hear-. °¢' next Wédnesday afternoon,
ing is of vitak 1mportance to every
farmer, landowner and .
yand professional person in Dici
/son county. Information on the dist
E‘ t set-up and what it can do
“given and dy will
ven an opportunity f
3udgment and ask ¢
! ch‘k in soil
Di¢kinson county
two years has pro
fective that most
should be made _per

There are Em‘;w neww oi
‘eonservation districts in
e 48 states. In Iowa

‘have organized districts 5 mo . K. Bli pir@ctor of.E:;tenmon |
: LB | ' e ‘D. Linn,|

es, advise

iplace on district organization in
gett;qg the job. of “soil conservatio
don &

ﬁécordmg to the Iowa law petxf-’-
f the

‘10nS signed by ‘at least 209,

land owners requesting a 1 nﬁx‘t Wednesday afternoonﬁ’@ecem-
and election on establis - soil. fbér 22nd., begmni(lg at 1 3%o’elnck

townshi Consolid

Wx% township Center
' and Lakeville Twp. Center -school.
‘qnay vote at anycﬂnvenxent
lling place and each landowner
has ‘one vote. (The Towa law. allows
only landowners to vote. In case
of joint ownership only one party
may vote. Husband may vote in
‘ p]ace of wife if she owns land and
" vice versa.) . At the election tfor
. establishing ‘a soil = conservation
district voters vﬁ’n ‘yote for three
- commissioners, who constitute the
overning body of the district, to
yp and direct the district soil

~ and work
a!temoon, s ha

from one to four m*m

e ey

r,qdmytmn ipcluding
and labor, and helps
isture. In

contourmg normd’ . corn- yields
on 61 fields in- Iow

farmers in
tices.

payments ‘offered,

“taining t e food productio
Lime. rtilizers 1
limited ‘quantity an

L will have to adopt other practlces
in -oxder. earn. all'the payments -
to ey ‘are entitled. ;
’I‘}m'ty-EVe counties' in Towa now
"have organized | ,conservation
listricts and man ‘more distncts :
process
United . S as a whole
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|Every owner of
| county is ent

g land owners vote
g defeat at the e

ious set back te

;conservatirm #Vork in thevz»caun

a soil conservatmn district n)ay b

|established at least 659; of the land-

] ,op ang nan"y o].;
soil conserva tlon

tion practic
veys nece:

| Conso :

- .| Milfe:

se Tergl uperior Conselidated school;, -
y | HetllEi

in Iowa al-
soil conser-
ut 1000

on the after-
wary 15th the voters

three commissioners to|

district governing

ody has the responsi- !
ping a soil conser- |

n and work plan andi

- public assistance is-

7 to carry out the program,

m:m papers have been
mp&a&ed £6$‘%he follcwxng Dickin- |

{ Justm Rogers,i‘

upermr townshm&j‘loyd Woodley, :
Center Grove townslup, J. H. Graft,:
Lakeville township; H. G. Shafer,
ke nship; Ira B. Stern-

nshlp, N..J. W11-

‘The polling places are as follows
Town hall, Lake Park; Excelsior.
Consolidated  School;  Westport

ated School; Town Hall
Colemans Insurance office.

Spirit Lake;* Von

- | Sprecken Hardware and Implémeni
| Store, Montgomery, and Lakeville

Townshm Center SehooL _Those
i oters

ers may vote at
most convetﬁe'
the

V'these districts
2stablished wi |
availability of any

| Conseﬂahon Committee

‘Moines, Iowa, a petition si
25 or more landowners W

.-AMrequest for such as-|

towns%tg Center Schdal Okoboji =

f Towa,
ent of ’? L
ounty Sojl Conservaﬂ(m*

l
5 Whereas, ‘bhe lam;tsl esc
d petltlon and othe:




Father insisted that we

1 power
Chet ‘and Ch.arhe, two éturdy farm ' George A. Mayou,

this 10% sloping com .ﬁdll on
west of Spirlt Lake. lowa.

the soil’'s i'ertl 4%

civilization . i %
That our own '!k on"'&»;_ !

to “washmg awax;;ﬁm "Be&

washed down é“'cdrn rows to the |1

igwer -places.
~In some places the sml thus
‘moved from w most needed to
vher “hast«m has completely
ec - corn more than’
: .which it has taken
-to b\uld is gpne 1n ‘a few

De!wn in Paul’s eounty they are‘

i to ‘ contour cultivation to

ave the dwindling soil. I's high !
we did so here also.

- Away back in the 1880’s, when
we lived on an Towa farm, father
had a lot of concern about soil
erosion, although the farm we

wprk‘d-w:s a rented one. He firmly | .5 many special

~the belief in the mind
o!.at ast one of his sons that the
worst thief of all thieves is the
robber of the soil, and we are
ashamed to disclose that we have

e
better than 11 the ﬂzribts ran up
and down kil and. soil "did not

across the road' always began the
plowing in the center of his square

b oy % %ﬁfa&ﬁrwﬁng around and

‘plowing he have
.there was no eros-

: > robs the soil robs all
future generations. - There' can be
no greater criminal. —A. M. Nel-

son, Fa;ﬁrmont Dally Sentmel, Fair-

LOCAL FARMERS INTER-
VIEWED BY STATION WNAX

Dedlca‘z(m of America’s - tallest
radio tower will take piaeé;;‘:

eptember 4th at W.
ke < Ci.g Iowa‘

Yankton and Sioux

The tower is d ud to Mid west
farmers and stands 927 feet high.
On the day of égdit‘ahtm typical
mid-west farmers v ‘honored,
award will be
given. One of the most outstanding
awards will be a = Massey-Harris
tractor. It ig}fm:ted governors
from Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, 1944.
North and South Dakota will be
present as will also seven senators
from mid-west states.

A representative from W.N.A.X.
George B. German, inquiring re-
porter from W.N.A.X. has been in
the county the past week inter-
viewing farmers who will broad-
‘cast from the station at a later date.

Eight Dickinson county farmers
were interviewed their record-
ed interviews will

from the statio n "

| TION DISTRICT.

“wash” so readilly.. A neighbor !

Tracy Estes, Wednesday,
mber 1, 1943.

September 2, 1943. )
H. R. Shaffer, Friday, Se ten
3, 1943.
Roy Kannenberg, Mondéy, Sept-

ember 6, 1943.

COMMISS
DICKIN ; SOIL £
To all persons mtérEste&,\ notxce
i§ hereby given: ..

‘That the tabulations set out be~
low give a full, correct and true
,report of the results of a releren-
‘dum had on.the proposition q! the
creation of the proposed Diekinson
County Soil Conservation District,
and the election of three commis-
sioners for :the Dickinson County
Soil Conservation District held on
the 15th day of Janpary, 1844.

(a) Number voting in favor of the
creation of said Soil Conserva-
tion District 209.

(b) Number voting agamst crea-
tion of said - Soil Conservatlon

; ’.;)Tllsttx;lct 24,
c¢)To v cast in referend
233. Ot‘;% e o

(d) Votes Cast for Commissioners
Names of Candidates No. of Votes
H. G. Shafer _ : 124
Joe Graft 122
R, Bifeawlor: = . Lo
N. J. Williams :

o S e 93
Ira  Stefiere™ 0 % 82
Floyd Woodley ________________ 74
T Thsieie B e 70

H. G. Shafer, Joe Graft and R.
B. Taylor being the three candidates
who received the largest number
of vates, were declared the elected
commissioners for said district. -

STATE SOIL CONSERVATION

COMMITTEE.

By Chris H. Jensen, Chaxrman

Dateﬁ_t,mﬁomw




a; THURSDAY, JULY 1, 194¢

“Inches
.R-ain'f’lluring
Munth 0f June

HEAVY RAINS UNE 24 AND 27
CAUSE CONSIDERABLE DAM-
AGE IN COUNTY

Spirit Lake, Dickinson county,
and the all of Northwest Iowa and |
Southern Minnesota suﬁered con-
siderable damage ‘to crops mads
bridges, etc. from the
fall Thursday and S
a total of 5.81 inches
the total for the month':
es of water., The Th
‘storm was almost of ¢ \
proportions and was a', 85} ed
by an electric display t v d
do credit to an old @ed?
Fourth of July celebr i+ X

rain started falling '] ursday
_about 9 p. m. and continued

st steadily until 7 o'clock the
ﬂobdmg ‘basements
7 Spirit. Lak& homes and

damage resulte : heavy
windstorm, the new”%ngar being
blown ~down, at-th Sheldon airport

- aged. In the
telephone and elect-
s disrupted and
local light company
n —there this week

Soil Conservation Service

damage by recent ‘rains  to

in Dickinson county -is estimated

to be as follows: 2160 acres of corn,

acres of pasture, 930 acres of
0

@&S’cofam T?lnd overbloo
4 is - is about
es the estimated flood
: crops in 1942 The read-

i these |
om a

rthot

g
'ﬁtake
side
| three

{to East Okoboji, all that would be.

» spring and summer. at Orl "
i ‘were mostly under water =
Il iweek, with residents waiting - lgx ’

men report there that cpeople ﬁk&-' - %
ing off the’ m ‘barefoot -
= thihgtgm?&%waves washing | i
over “feet:. Good .catches of | g
Jbass and pike’ were E@urbgh 5 w‘g
PR A Furman. er § <]
repcglted thazy Mt g ﬁi §§ }
on the county roads washﬁ :

' out by the flooded ﬁelik}m:imt drain- Sa
age districts were not adequate to 33
handle the quantities of water now L0

3 "l t‘.nnsnn}mn '

from fined solely to the critical agri-
|cultural areas where soil has been

jor no fertility left to conserve. Re-

A o
%ated that the Iake Ievei of Spiri
ake stood at its highest in

years. It was thought that the re-
cent two rains M 'I“hursday and
Sunday brought. a e of about.
12 inches of wawr m e lake level.
The water is estimated to have
raised around 20 to 22 inches since
early in May this year. Although
the water is not yet going through
the Orleans run from Spirit Lake

necessary to make it start running
would be removal of a little of
the dirt that forms a dam at the
north end of the run just west otx &oil. Th.
the Orleans Boat House. % 'v: £

Docks that were put in  this [ .2868

a wind to go down Tuesday so |
ould raise them again. Fi

‘was. exceptionally good on F‘Hw
south side docks Tuesday and boat- |

¥

standing in the fields.

The H & S Roofing company who
were called to Spirit Lake to repair
some roofs, reported this week
they had been tendered . ;rooﬁng
contracts at George, Ic - which
would take their entire vs three

months - to rebuild and _repair.

29
(743

Pays In Fertil Areas

Same people in the more fertile,
-areas, in northwestern Iowa, often'
‘ask why soil conservation work is
‘being carried on in their areas
where so much top soil is still’ left.
They feel that mo -such
needed where the; e
inclined to wonder why the
of soil conservation are not con-

almost ruined for further produc- m
tion by e oxtatlon and erosion.
Conse ion really implies some-’
thing to cbnserve Why wait until
most or all of the soil fertility is
gone. Where land is ruined of its
productive power, there is little

buildmg,’such land is reclamation.
Isn’t i L 3




County War
ar meeting - last

soiliconservation.
son county.” The
the:

of Ditk-.
. motion

on last
yils. Com=+
y— Farm: Bureau

sed in carrymg on its work

! connectlon with the' érggmz

= g $§tmg up- of soﬂ congerv@on
1 1
I the Io’wa Jaw 1sm'.l conser-
‘vation d;stnct cannot vote tgxes,
sﬁeola} assessments and cannot is-
sue bonds.- Partxcxpatxon in a soil
‘conservation ‘program is voluntary
‘on the part of the individual.
The district governing body mey
request assistance, equipment and:

labor if available of suchi’ ;
I q; IgAA, Farm Security-

have everything to

1 5
- tablishing a sml consetvatiag dis-

trieti

|applied on at
acres of corn
in Towa.
could pi




‘program rests in the |

Reerendum 1or.

DISTRICT AT EAmJ
DATE

On Wednesday afternoorrthc pub-
ic hearing on estabhshmg a  soil
onservation district in Dickinson
:ounty was held before the State
S0il Conservation Committee, all
»f whom were either present’ “or
rad representatives ' here. jOver
125 county residents were présent
besides visitors from adjpining
countiess and from Mny.nesotc
Arguments for and agam;t the chst
rict were called for. " -

Information on ‘the ’d.Jnm'e 1

agricultural land, cur p ‘weahx
in Dickinson county, ind anc
water erosi qp:,$rd to tk OO
wealth in our ‘lakes whieh' are silt
ing up at an appalling rate, and o2
the need for soil | conservation

practices as contouring, grass water-
ways, gully contrpl e.tc., was pre-
sented, so forcefuny Dickinson
county residents - tﬁa‘i"’ ‘the State

Committee  wasconyinced that a
scil conservation d ct is needed
snd desired. 1 :

A soil conservatl
ables the people to wgrj; at-

ively on a program to conserve sb.u
and water resources. €
bility and govern

local people and is not sadn
ed by any ote

-gency Go mental agencies
¢nlv give assistance.
' The State Committee decided to

;rant a referendum to the land-
‘wners on the question of establish--
ng a scil conservation district.
The cdate and polling places for this
efsrendum - will be annpunced
1

‘Sozl Couservatmn Dtstn t"

5 Soil coﬁma o
‘assistance of the Soil
‘Sérvice, United Statés
Agriculture ha;
cessfully in Di
counties for a
‘half yeats. Mar
bepeﬁtted by =
in the way of
designed to ¢
ductivity, and
been increased
good crop rota clt
legume “and by pas ure ‘improve-
ment. It is'realized that much 'more
of this type of worf: needs to be
done here. { i3
However, .
here up to i
stricted and is on a temporary
basis. Man;T Dickinson county far-!

Departr

mers, business and professional and iSsue b
that demonstra- |

‘other people, fe'el

tion this hearing . presided over
t member of the S;:tie omn
ceeded suc- arguments for or against a @
_p!‘o Em,get and information on
d Sone- .characteristics of the
on ing a district, may be

‘Velection at which only land
ers may vote. If at least 65 ﬁdr{

stanc@ to far'mers W"the dis
s time has been re- * -Accordin

I

fo

in jhe county c0urt room andjat

 If as a result of the hearing
_State Committee decides that :
(rict is justified it will call

cent of _those
firmatively, ;
may declm

ho vote, vote af-
- State Committee

.conserva
xes, levy spe 3

in soil
voluntar

tions of soil conaervdtl ractices

already established -have''so thor- passed -
oughly proved their met a soil ts laws and
county wide effort should now .be  there are soil conm-

/made to extend assxs’cance in es-
tablishing soil oonservatlon ‘practi-
ces over the county and vtb make
iti permanent, 7 THAE !

'As the situation’ now" aﬁnds as-
sistance ‘in this area be term-
inated within a few months. The

“for this is that farmers in
other areas are uxg’éhtly request-
ing such assistance. '

.+ The soil con ﬁqn _program

1;:- akes the tion -of

soil” consérvation _ under
Towa

the g £y
that assxsta‘r?g
work may be?’ ailable
extended ove: n‘ :
permanent  basis. Tor”
The Dickinson County Fatm
reau Board, the County War Board !’
and a number of the ' Commeércial
Clubs have gone on record urging
and offering assistance’in the or-
ganization and establishment of a
soil conservation district 1n chk-
ison edbunty, °
' According to the Iowa: law pet1t-
ions to the State Soil Cbnservanon

ernor and confirmed by‘ the Sen-
ate requesting that a district be
lauthorized, must be signed by at
least 20 per cent, preferable 30 per
cent, of all owners of land 1n the
county.

' When the pe‘tltlons are found
satisfactory upon examination by
the State committee it will call a
county wide hearing, usually held

.| saving the lakes whic

| state but to the community and
| county. By establishing a soil con-

{

|

Committee " appointed by the ov-' Pecially for township committees

vation ts in the United Sta
One-third of the counties in Ic
have already organized soil con-!
servati districts ‘within ‘their
bound: es, ‘and, more have taken
prehminary steps W organiz-
ing districts. o e

A soil conservation district will
not only enable f rs to work
cooperatively in savmg their soil,
but will assist ‘the co i
State Conservation : Ci

\ e a most
valuable asset not only to this

servation trict e people of
Dickinson qc*:hrﬁy ve everything
to ain-and nothing at all to lose.
“ bring the issue of establish-
ing a soil conservation district for
Dickinson eoamg*my the peo-
ple; a county wide : of
owners is c :
Rank, County Exte ion D
to be held in the H.Azhaﬂ
Lake on September 23rd at 8
p. m. This meeting is held

chosen to take care of the petitions
and carry the information to the
people in the townships. But 1
meeting is not restricted to' th
committees. All landowners -
others are invited to be presen}
this is a matter in which all land-
owners, renters, business and pro-
fessional people w111 be v1tally
interested.

5
4



" “God’s’ Footstool.”

_l;‘xrst Presbyterian. Church _ . |
2~ The Frlendly Church | )
George Cox, Pastor 1

Sunday +School 10 a. m.
Morning Worship i§ at eleven

a. m. We are observing Soil Con-

servation Sunday. Sermon eme:

. Everybody welcome! § A P g

4p

Lake Park ‘high schoo! boys receiving instruction
instructor on how to lay out contour lines with a le
stration held on the H. G. Shafer farm. Vs
Left to right, Donald Christ, Lincoln Miller, hlg'h ‘schoot Pprincipal,
Cecil Zahren and Arnold Sinning. Donald Christ i§ asmstmg on the
farm, Cecil Zahren and Arnold Sinning are in the Army.

Pt =

Many Favor Soil Cnnservatmn

PETITION NOW BEING CIR-
. CULATED ASKING FOR
ELECTION ON ISSUE

! Over 70 men and women from all
parts - of the County attended the

ening to consider the or-
ganization of a soil conservation
district in Dickinson County in
order to extend soil conservation
work to all parts of the County
where needed and to make it
permanent. In order to make this
work available to farmers on a'
permanent basis, a soil conserva-
tion district is a legal necessity.
Otherwise it will be transferred to
reas where 'districts already have
een established. A soil conser-
tion distriet cannot vote taxes
nd special assessments, cannot is-
ue bonds, and participation in a
0il conservation program is vol-
ntary.

Keen interest was shown at this
eeting in soil conservation work.
ixteen farmers present who .are
contouring spoke of its benefits to
their land and-crops. They are, Joe

[Graff, Ora Gregory, Hadley Shafer,

erle “Bohn, : Ed Blackert; (Fay
ynn, ' Floyd Woodley, Ws,yne
stes, Harry: Heikens, Nile Wells,
oe Fricke,” Carl Sievers, George ]
ayou, James Milholin,” O« W.
ischer, and J. Justin Rogers. The
district set-up was explained. Two

District in Dickinson (:uuu;

soil and its lakes that every ef-
T 'l'dheﬁAAA hall last Thurs-

needing soil conservation practices.

AFF CONSTRUCTING
CONTOUR SERVICE

. Tuesday morning with the
help of the local soil conservation
service personel, Joe Gra;t‘ b&an'

.-oa,

races on the -field along ]
No.. 9 in the north
his farm located in

sound movie reels “Save the Soﬂ”
and “The Land” were shown.

It was agreed that Dickinso:
Countx ‘has so much at stake in i

fort should be made to conserve
these vital resources and that a
soil conservatlon distriet ~be or-
ganized. \

It was agreed that the boumiary
of the district shall be the bound-
ary of Dickinson: County, because
every township has erodible land

It was agreed also that the district
be called the “Dickinson County
Soil Conservation District.”

Three committeemen in each
township are now circulating peti-
tions for landowner’s signatures.
The Iowa law requires the signa-
tures of at least 209. The State
Soil Conservation Committee pre-
fers 30 to 359, because it is sig-
nificant of the interest s}mwn in
soil conseryz tlon work 5 L

these terraces over and get an idea
of the real purpose and v;alie’irE

rosion econtral

< - Attended Hearing mere
| Those from Minnesota attendlngt 5

The sign fthe soil conservation district hear-|
returned to the F: re g % in Spitit Lake on Wednesday
b.y Octobe * e A cinnson, Extension
tu;ns are  pn » | ‘Univer51ty farm;
will be s : n, District Extension

‘servation ' Committee at theél State 9
Capitol in Des Momeﬂ-ﬁmﬂxamb he ity of Minneso St.
‘nation and ‘approval ' oy ‘E. Bennett, Assistant

“A public hearing then 'w111 be, State Conservatlomst Soil Conser-
"called the, latter part of November. wvation: 'Servlce St.  Paul; George

sity farm, b of

jafter corn husking. V. Bowers, District Conservation-

1<t of Marshall, and Edward Fred-
.rlckson a citizen of Iceland and
\a graduate student at the Univers-
ity of Minnesota. Jdeec 2.3, /93




. @

ing i$ 3
farmer, landowner a : S e e,
and professional person in Kin- e 4
son cgll‘mty Infornll)atl on 1 ”‘.‘t a_district m‘m. be
rict set-up and what i . e
be given and every!
given an oppﬁny 8
judgment an qu
Work in soil
Dickinson cou G
two years has pr
fective that mos
Soil should be made ) ) tr
;Dltr&t as a gove Eirita] county. Nearly everyone is ac-
dl\?isioﬁ ‘ g ) ody, ‘quainted with the results of con- -
it he provis- taourmg in increasing yields, of pas- I

onservation Dist- ture improvement in producing

m ‘more feed from pastures and of

’ ‘grass waterways on gully control.
- Establishing a soil conservation
district is the means set up by the
law to put soil conservatmn work
,m any area u;qﬂ{ ermanent basis. or

There early 1000 soil |tatives pres&ﬁ
:conservqtl 1 d chairman, of
‘the 48 s ies | Huntley of Chari ;
5 nd 5 more IR K. Bliss, Director of F
s and 15 |Iowa State College; F
Vi —started State Secretziry‘“

of the ‘county court room in
hearing next Wednesday afternoon
ber 22nd., _beginning at 1:3

hip. - : P

f Von Sprecken Hardware and Im-
lement Store in Montgom
Coleman Insuranoe ;

% o Th’oslg“ mthe paﬁy ."'Wm 3*
- ;Siewert of Windom,
1 Chanman, Robert




(8 We are al‘l v1tally mterested in the future agriculture of chkmson
- County and wish to

lnv1te You to Attend

The S peclal

Suil Cunservanan Dlstnct Heargng

¢

which will be held by the State Soﬂ Conservatlon Commﬁee in

SPIRIT LAKE

Wed December | 22

at 1:30 p. m, in the Court Room of the Court House

Your families are mv1ted to visit the many business houses and
look over the elaborate Hohday Elsplays while you are attend-
ing the hearmg 27 :

® By the Agrlcultural Commlttee

—
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'JEACON, SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA --

40 Figlds Under

Lt

Gontour Program

f*r:%u]is Year

MANY FARMERS ARE TAKING
'~ ADVANTAGE OF NEW
SET-UP

= =
©_ Forty fields on 23 farms in!
Dickinson County have been put;
in on the contour this spring. This!
comprises nearly 600 acres in all,
over 300 acres in corn, 50 acres in
soybeans, 150 -acres in oats and|
75 acres in flax. :
. -Contour farming conserves soil |
and moisture, increases yields, and
farmers have found that less power
and time are required when farm-
ing on the contour. The~important
. thing to consider is that the pro-
#ductive power of the soil i main-
tained and even increased by this

. practice, and increased production
. of food during the whr is ‘accom-
| plished. |
These demonstrations of contour
farming are open to inspection by

| everybody and it is hoped that
the people of Dickinson County
will make an effort to see these

- demonstrations  this spring and |
summer. Heavy rains already this |
spring have demonstrated the ef-
fectivet;ses’~ of  contoyr farming
wover. up-and-down hill cultivation.
The water run off and soil washing |
was not .nearly so severe on con. |
toured sloping fields as on those
farmed up-an -down hill. |
e The"‘followin‘g farmers are confr]
fouring this “year: H. q. Shafer, |
Silver Lake Township; George A.|

|
|
r
|
i
i
{

Mayou, Fay Isynn, Cecil R. Sherk, |
Joe }'ri'cke,_‘ ant_Clark, Diamond
Lak: - Township; Ed H. Blackert,

Merle Bohn, Wayne Estes, Spirit
Lake Townshipf Conrad Brek_kg,
H. J. Anderson and I, R. Rogers,
Supezfi_o;@n‘qwnship' Nile H. Wells,
Floyd “Woodley, Carl H. Sievers
O. W. Fischer, James Milholim,
Center Grove Township;: Joe Graff,
Charles Pieper, LeRoy Bush, Lake.
ville Towngggs Wm. Warnecke, Ora
gat gré'gors&,k Ex;elséor Township;
van, Okoboji. Township; and
srllna}rry Heikens, Jr., Milford ‘Town-
1p. 5 2 -
St:g‘ é@.ggE.t Bennett, Assistant
onservationist of St Paul,
Minn, Mr.. George V. Bowers, Dist-
rict Conservationist of Marshall,
Minn. an L Mr. Norman E. "QBoycg,'
Project Cor Tvationist of Storden,
Minn, all of the Soil Conservation
°Ivice were in, Spirit Lake and
szkmsonvvvComfy_.;;Thﬁx‘sdai-“w
Fnday._ of last week, to look over
€ soil conservation Wwork being
carried on in this project area.
.Thgy were. particularly impress-
ed with the ease and skill farmers
here _are contouring . . ;ﬂbi‘:‘tivéfly
regular and - diffcult

NE 10, 19,3

vation Me;Tnﬁ County
1y Week 4

ision of Agronomy,. Mr. E A.
ack, Field Specialist, ang Mr. H.
g Mqrse, Prpject Plans Division,

EAI‘: Harry H. Gardner, Chijef
Z

heir purpose of this visit was to
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fLa
k ying out contour fines with an ordinary carpen{brs levei‘; %é soil
consa‘vatmn district hearing in the county court rooiﬂ in S

next Wednesdaa atternoon December 22nd is in th :

ter public and educational opportumtxes‘ :

The ‘Methodist e&t’i‘&
Spirit Lake, IQWI ,7/

J. E. Feller, Minister =

nd conservation of the soul. In
- day when erosion is seriously
hreatening our heritage of soil and
*haracter we do well to consider
again . the modern lessons of this
anejent parable. By action of the
hurch .Board we are observing
Soil Conservation Week at the ser-
vice' of Worship” this coming Sun-

vine. Worship 11:00 a. m.
“Conset"vauon—Soﬂy E gnd

~ this Sunday evening is
We use our Bil L

r Methodist cwiieh
Rev. C. K. Hudson, Minister
Morniung Worship at 10 a. m.
Sqmay School 11 a. m.

hé ﬁ;pastor will have a special
emge im observance of Soil Con-

ervation Week, “Faithful to God’s

%e Ladiés* dociety will meet
ursday, July 1 with Mrs Charles
£ atman

Anplds ‘l‘ark Methoydist Church
o0 Rev. C. K. Hudson
. Sunday School 10 a. m.

g Worship 11 a. m.

. pastor wil have a special
message in observance of Soil Con-
ervation Week, “Faithful 'to God’s

i Yl

“his parable of the soils Jesus *
ght a two-fold lesson on con- the
tion—conservation of the soil g

l?ﬁ.éﬁée’w inis “of ‘last Thursday
sight and Sufi&ay amply - showed
2 need of soil conservation prac-

tlces on s10pmg clutivated - land. The,

local per7sonnel ‘of ‘the Soil: Conser-
vation Service took measurements
of soiI iosses due to Thursday night

rain a’IOne ‘on éorn ﬁelds -cultivated

up and dovm “hill.
Here, are some’ of the ﬁgures On

%67% tf;kppe gt;e «so11 loss was
inches; i 86 “inches;
109, ‘slope 12& 1}!@/ and 14 per
cent slopes 1..14;“ .. On - the

average this amofxmed to 1.07 in-
&s of top soil washed away.- At
rate less than' %twelve such
r:-uns will remove" all of the ‘tep
soil 12 inches deep'-wlnch required
nearly 850 years for nat‘uté to
build up.

The severest erosion on con-
toured fields of corn was found on
a long 20¢, sloping field = where
both rains of Thursday night and
Sunday removed only 2 an inch
from a sm‘all portion of the field.

Thus soil loss on up and down
hill - cultivated » fields was over
5009, more due to Thursday night’s
rain than on contoured cultivated
fields. much steeper. due to "both
Thursday night’s and Sunday rains.

These measurements were taken
in various parts of the county.

The ‘next day ground where corn
was cultivated 'up ‘and down hill
was hard and -dry showmg that
most. of, the “water ran off, but
where cdrn was! eultivated on the
contour the gr,nmgi Was soft and
moist showing' Wwf the water
soaked: into the soil,

FNOTICE OF HEARING FOR

SOIL CONSERVATION DIST.

itate Soil Conservation Committee
of Towa = -

% Notice of hearing upon organiza-

‘tion of' proposed chklglsen ‘County

Soil Conservation Distri

ing Land Lying in Dick

Whereas, on the lsth‘uig :
ovember, 1943, there swas duly
led in the office of

Conservation Committee ‘at Des

Moines, Iowa; a petition signed by

25 or more Jandowners mho repre-

;ent 20 parl A%I;t or moiﬁ of tl}ce

‘owners of Jan g{yxthin e limits

of the territory ed to be

organized into a | stnct, pursuant!

‘to the provisions of the Soil Con-

servation Districts Law, Chapter

125.1, Code of Iowa, 1938, requestmgl

the establishment of. the D1ck1nsom

County S011 Consewatmﬁ District,

and
Whereas, the lands descrlbed by

said petition and other lands whlchi
will be considered for inclusion in
said district are located in Dickin-

‘as follows:

boundaries of Dickinson County.
. Now, therefore, notice is hereby |

iven that a public hearing will be |
Eeld pursuant to the said petition, |i

on the question of the desirability

and necessity 'in the interest of the
health, safety, and: ;‘u%iﬁn welfare

lson County, described substantlally':

" AIl the land lying within the|

ﬁ the creation .of such district; on
e question of the appropriate
oundaries to be assigned to such |
istrict; upon the propriety of the
etition and other. proceedings
ken under the sai w; and upon
all questions relative :to. such in-

quiries. The said lic hearing

be given « ot it‘y‘
: the tlme, d place
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nservation and in avo1d1ng
floo | damage, will result from
ontouring rolling

is locat
river on
Spirit Lake and Park. As-
sisted by soil téchnicians he con-
structed 2,500 feet of terraces with
a two- ‘ttom

Mr. Graff stated
been for. his terra
rains would have
“much of his corn n
sary to replant. The'
tected the slopmg .

rounding fields
terraced but

t had it no
the hea

-

and

‘This is John W, Smith
toured corn field last fall, He s&p
creases crop yields, saves soils, requir
the eonsumpﬁon of tractor fuel,
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ofrthe Di%kinm county so11 co!
uervation district.
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; il on am%, sloping ccirn fi
on a farm in DlamondpLake Townfhap d unng heavy

touring «can do:#event such extravagent soil wastz

this picture.

In view of the severq ecosion
damage to sloping land in Dickin-

ice in the early spring and  the

years, the Soil Conservation Dist-
.|rict Commissioners have decided
‘| to place greater emphasis on con-
| tour farming as an effective 1 a-
*sure of erosion control. What

{ most productive land. ‘For mple,
| Conservation: . District exhib;t at’

|the 4-H Club Congress said that
semous erosion took place on one
fields in corn

‘of his with Teng slopes
{not over 3 t, or 3 feet rise
[in 100 k‘ one of the most
: productxvg,

1ds on his farm, ‘be-
~ 36 suﬂienent,ﬂwi’th-
lion'as on more
ite good growth

‘flat land,

g &p;mm

mers don
effective to

These facts. led thré
missioners to make
the Seil Conser

ffect of contour farming.

; llarge farm operators are fa:;mng

| with- machinery combining = grain

'.‘ gulhes ‘in fields caused by: erosion

Other pictures sho
'the contour and how i
| erosion. il - 1
One farmer who saw thé ‘exhibit

‘said that he has been observmg the
increase in contour farming in
-areas where it is needed. by good
tand prosperous farn;em . Many

1l their land now on the contour.
Farmers who do custom ‘Wwork

‘and huskmg corn complain that

ido more damage to machi ~and

son eounty by melting snow and |2

heavy rains during the past few|:

‘this- menace of -erosion so se‘ibus :
is that it is affecting some of our

‘{one farmer who observed the Soil

s. farmer then said| ‘ F!
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$e was to portray |
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nen in Dzékinm county are interested 1p
homes and stﬁ!dard of llvmg Here are

Photo by Newman. Staff‘ Photnzrnnharl

SOIL CONSERVATION MEN—Six men who are shown above., From left to right are Roger
attended the Recognition day activities here Lathrop, soil conservationist from Primghar;
Tuesday in connection with the 1948 permanent Lyle Fogelman of Sutherland, Don Miller of
agriculture program of the Journal-Tribune Paullina, R. B. Taylor of Milford, George G.

R. B. Taylor buys 1st $5 book of Queen votes from A. Johnson, Jr.

The following applications for
assistance were approved: V. A.
Goodelband C. P. Walker of Silver
La vnsh p, Joe Bruns of Cen-
township; Harold Case,
jor townshi and Herman
townshlp

'I;'he Commlssm'
to give assistance
of the county in t
gram wihch deals,
servation. A n
Farm Bureaus also v
conservation
their March meetin particularly
Richland, Super: d Diamond
Lake townships. ﬁ?y

"Mr. Betts of Des Momes assist.
ant brnnc - manager of the J. L
Case company will present colored
moving plctures with a sountd pro.
jector, showing the destructlon to

soil by erosi Gil co

tion pr prex{ent,— it, at
four towns] ureau and
4.H club 1 ngs on March 13,

14, 15 and 16 "'he public is invited
to any and all of these meetings

publications and the Chamber of Commerce Rohwer of Paullina and C. E. Watson of Milford.

EARL BOLES of rural Milford was one of 17 persons attending a public
meeting Aug. 3 in Milford regarding conservation programs. Hosted by the
Soil Conservation District, the meeting included the completion of surveys
about what type of conservation programs should be offered in the future. -
Incentives to encourage conservation tillage, contour farming, strip-
cropping, vegetative cover, waterways, diversions, terraces, water control
basins and grade stabilization structures included: cost-sharing, long-term
low-interest loans, investment tax credit, property tax credit or income tax
credit. Pros and cons of these possible incentives were discussed, with
agreement not being reached on any item. It was also noted by some that the
farmer is being blamed for more than his share of pollution. The input from
this meeting will be combined with information from similar meetings held
throughout the state to provide a basis conservation legislation. County soil
conservationist Clarence Call also discussed The Soil and Water Resources
Conservation Act of 1977.
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FOOTINGS — are being formed by the Spencer Construction Co. workman at the site for the new

]

water treatment plant for Lake Park, The going has been a little slow because of the intricate detail

DAM CONSTRUCTION - at the west end of the lake is pro-
ceeding rapidly and should be finished in another week. The 48-
inch pipe pictured above runs through the base of the dam, from

the standpipe in the background which is the overflow that will
maintain the level of the dam. The dam will be nine feet above the

for foundations for the clarifier, and sand filters, and the maze of underground piping for the build- -
. (NEWS PHOTO)

2 1

top of the standpipe, and will be 14 feet wide at the top and 100
feet wide at the bottom. A drawdown valve is located behind the
standpipe and has an inlet about 50 feet to the west so that the pond
can be drained down at any time. The dam is about 500 yards west_

: ofnorth-southroadattheextraneweaendofthelake : ‘




The ' Dickinson (Cou
trict Commissioner
Chairman; H. G
Graff. held their Teg

meeting on Thursday afternoon,
February 22, 1945, in the Lake
Park Town Hall Carl Fritzsche,
District Conservationist from Sioux
City and J ohn Himmel of the__@p_irit
Lake district offige, were present.
George Boehnke, County Extension
Director and Secretary to the Com
missioners, was unable to be pres-
ent. i
The commission voted to pay
toward the sound motion picture
projector being purchased by the
County Farm Bureau, the sum of
$25.00 out of the prize fund re-
ceived from the Soil Conservation
exhibit at '4-H Club Congress
last Septembery This projector
will be very h:{ntul in Soil Conser-
vation education.

The Commissioners also vot&d
to purchase 250 letterheads, en el
opes and postage for strict uses.

The regular meetmg‘dt..March 221
1l e devoted ]argely #o discus-
sion of the survey of the Little
river watershed made by
engineers under the Flood !
) Act of 1936. Clyde Spry,

jstant State Secretary of Agri-|
culture; Frank Mendell, State Con- |
servationist at Ames; County Ex-
/| tension Directors of Clay and Osce-
lola counties and- of Jackson county,
" |Minnesota and their county seils
committees, plan to be present at
this meeting which will be held in

Spirit Lake. “hif

Farmer.-Distriet Cooperative A~
greements providing for good and
profitable land use were entered
into with Claude Northey ﬁ‘ake-
ville township and Fay Lynn and

Keniﬂ_‘l m ‘of Diamond ‘Lake

2

&/
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53 of 72 Farms Cooperating
In Silver Lake Watershed Area

FE S

e e

The continued interest in soil
erosion, and silt control into Sil-
ver Lake is indeed a commend-
able accomplishment, according
to Walter Thoreson of the Ag-
riculture Department of the Soil
Conservation Service, "Few
watersheds in this area of the
state have made as much pro-
gress in this short period of time.
Our hope is that in another two-
year period we'll see very little,
if any, top soil going into Silver
Lake."

The structure on the west end
of Silver Lake takes care of a
watershed of 2,358 acres and
should eliminate silting from the

=west. The dam is comprised of
20,043 cubic yards of dirt, Six-
teen feet of 48 inch pipe riser
and 116 feet of 36 inch pipe
barrel (outlet pipe). A draw down
pipe with valve is also included.
An emergency spillway on the
north side of the structure is a
safety factor in case of a heavy
downpour of rain, and will handle
an eight inch deluge or more in
twenty-four hours.

The purpose of the dam is to
prevent silt and pollution from en-
tering Silver Lake and also to be
used for a rearing pond by the
State Conservation Commission.
The pond size will be nine and
one-half acres. Approximately
forty acres in pasture will be
converted into wild life area,
The Harris-Lake Park FFA will
be doing the planting of shrubs
and trees for the wild life area,

The entire Silver Lake Water-
shed comprises approximately
15,000 acres which include
farms in Osceola and Dickinson
Counties. There are 72 farms of
which 53 are Soil Conservation

- District Cooperators comprising
11,000 acres, 15 farms are ter-
racing, 28 are contouring, and 24
farms with established water-
ways.

i The dam was built on land

e from Mr, and Mrs,, Clay-
77 (Continued on Page$)

PR

WATERSHED...

(Continued from page 1),

ton Arnold for a twenty-five ye.ar
period to the State Conservation
Commission at no charge.

The construction was paid on
a cost share basis with the State
Conservation Commission con-
tributing $6,000, Federal ACP
$500, Lake Park Utilities Board
$3,000, and $1,000 by the Silver
Lake Improvement Corporation
through dues and donations from
the citizens of Lake Park.

IS III
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. : TRk 4
SHOWS TEST FOR CALCIUM—Wayne Dankert, party head, shows a gathering of officials how a

test for calcium is conducted on a soil sample. Dankert and two other soil scientists will be in
Dickinson County classifying and helping map soils. The demonstration took place after a First Acre

Ceremony .that marked the state of a Standard Soil Survey in Dickinson County. From left
(kneeling): Ron Reckner, soil scienti: S D ervis

director; Dankert, soil scientist ne
derwood, assistant assessor. Stang
and Chuck Shorey.

>ctor; and Tom Un-

R

Local, State and Federal
officials gathered at Marble
Beach State Park on April 14 to
‘officially signal the beginning of
the Standard Soil Survey in
Dickinson County.
~Jim Yunclas, Dickinson
County Extension Director
presiding over the ceremony,
asked several individuals for
comments regarding their
involvement in the Survey.’
Leonard Stransky, representing
the Dickinson County Board of
Supervisors, commented about
funding of the project from
County, State and Federal
governments. He received
some of the information in the
last survey from 1924 and noted
the value of the new survey for

the assessor’s office and in
establishing capability of the
land. Ernest Skow, represen-
ting County Soil Conservation
District, said they were very
pleased with the cooperation
received from local officials in
' being willing to cooperate with

ng the survey. He also
noted he had received com-
ments from State Represen-
tative, Ingwer Hansen and Don
Spencer and Senator Irvin
Bergman commenting the
value of the survey.

Clayton Hodgen, Agriculture
Representative for U.S.
Congressman Berkley Bedell,
gave a statement sent by
Representative Bedell, af-

firming the importance of our
SR T e e 3 o

Standard ‘S | |
Starts In County

land resources and the im-

portance of mgintaining it.

Representing Iowa State
University were Dr. John
Pesek, Head of the Agronomy
Department, Dr. William Osh-
wald, Assistant Dean of Ex-
tension and Tom Fenton,
Professor of Soils.

Commenting on behalf of the
Soil Conservation Service were
Leon Foderberg, Resource
Conservationist, John Woster,
Soil Scientist and Gilbert
Landtiser, State Soil Scientist.

- They noted the importance of

the soil survey in developing
conservation practices for the
land. Also they mentioned there
are very few counties in the
state who haven’t soil surveys
completed or planned soon.
Jerry Norland, member of the
State S.C.S. board, noted the
entire State should have: new

' Igwersen, Ernie Skow

Survey

OFFER LAKES
AIDPROPOSALS

(The Register’s lowa News Service)

SPIRIT LAKE, IA. — Recom-
mendations of plans for the 4m-
provement and preservation of
lakes East Okoboji, Min-
newashta and Upper and Lower
Gar were presented to the
board of directors of the East
Okoboji - Improvement  Corpo-
ration recently by Clarence
Call, head of the Dickinson
Sounty Soil Conservation Serv-
ice, and Ed Purdy, member of
the corporation board who has
been undertaking a study of
dredging of the lakes.

Call recommended the erec-
tion of earthen dams at the
inlet to East Okoboji as an ef-
‘ective method of preventing
silt from surrounding farm
lands entering the water. He
indicated the possibility that
federal and state funds may be
available.

The advisability of dredging
the navigational channels of
the four lakes has been under
study for some time. Purdy
reported that the State Con-
servation Commission has
funds earmarked for dredging
purposes.

He said, however, that prior-
ity will be given to areas which
present the greatest need. It is
not known whether the project
.| here would receive prime con-
sideration.
a| Leslie Licklider, Cherokee, a
\|member of the State Con-
servation Commission, will at-
tend the next meeting of the
corporation scheduled for Jan.
18 at 7:30 p.m. at the State fish
hatchery. He will outline the
commission’s position on dredg-
‘ing as well as other matters

pertaining to the lakes here. He

will be “available to answer
Questions posed by those in at-
:tendance. '

Conference Board Files
For County Soil

A soil survey is upcom‘ing for
Dickinson County - - but is pro-
bably four or five years away.

At a special meeting of the
Dickinson County Conference
Board last Thursday, a "letter
of intent"” was drafted stating the
county desires to enter into an

. agreement with the Jowa Soil

Conservation Commission to con-
duct the special soil survey.

The Conference Board is com-
posed of the three-man board of
supervisors, county board of edu-
cation (five), and 11 mayors of
county municipalities. Assessor
Elwood Cook is clerk.

Cook said the cost of the sur-
vey would be approximately
$115,500, and financing is a co-
operative effort with local, state
and federal funds divided e_qual-
ly to meet the cost. Dickinson
County's share would amount to
about $38,000, and Cook stated
this would be realized through
special assessment over a four-
year period to start when the sur-
vey begins. ;

"With the present surveys in
progress, actual field vyork on
the Dickinson County project will
probably not start before 1975,"
the assessor remarked.

% ook o ok ok %

Minoru Amemiya, agronomist
from Iowa State University, told
the Conference Board and other
interested individuals from coun-
ty agencies and groups atameet-
ing Deec. 7, 1970: "A soil survey
is a recording of basic soil facts
for a particular area. This in-
cludes maps drawn on aerial pho-
tographs showing eact} }dnd of
soil and a report describing pre-
cisely the characteristics of

.. each, Tt gives specific informa-
tion _and_suggestions about. the
best use of ‘each soil for crops,
pasture or trees. Inclm.ied, too,
is information on yieldmg.capa-
city of the soils anil their en-

ineering characteristics."

gm:melxrr‘lgiya emphasized that the
soil surveys were valuable to
many people and were qsed for
purposes other than making farm
conservation plans. He sta'.ted a
few specific examples: ?ngmeer-
ing in road construction, land
appraisal for credit purposes,
tax assessments and equaliza-
tion, fertilizer and chemical deal-
ers for proper chemical recom-
mendations and potential mar-
kets, zoning and planning com-
missions for land use devel?p-
ment, investors in determining
soundness of proposed invest-
ments in land.

g % ok ok %ok

soil surveys by 1986. He said
presently eight counties have
not submitted agreements for
surveys.

Following comments
regarding the soil survey
Wayne Dankert, Party Leader
for the project, introduced his
assistants Larry Hansen and
Ron Reckner who will be doing
the survey in Dickinson County.
They demonstrated how the
soils are classified and mapped.
Dankert noted the field work to
complete the survey will take
about three years.

Amemiya stated the last soil
survey for Dickinson Cou.nty was
completed in 1920, He sal'd since
this time much information h.as
been learned about variouz.s soils
in the area that were not includ-
ed in the original survey. The
original survey included .ab?ut
20 different soil characteristics
mapped in units of 40 acres or
rger.
: If was pointed out a new sop

rvey would involve approxi-
:r‘:atel;’ 150 various soél_char-
acteristics mapped in units down
to 2 acres in area, Also a new
study would include the slope
of the land and the degree of
erosion of the soil.

Wilson Moon, state conserva-
tionist for the Conservation Ser-
vice, discussed the overall pro-
gress of soil surveys in the
state. He pointed out tha}t pres-
ently there are 30 counties with
new soil surveys comple.ted, r109

ies with surveys in pro-

g:l;; and 16 counties scheduled

to begin new soil surveys.
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- Field work associated with the soil
:“survey in Dickinson County has ended
“zfor the year because of weather con-
““ditions and this year’s mapping is now
‘being inked. Soil scientists mapped
Lloyd Township and the south half of
“Richland Township during spring and
early summer. Since then they have
“mapped the majority of Excelsior and
Silver Lake Townships. Also completed
‘were portions of extreme western
Diamond Lake and Lakeville Town-
ships. By the end of next year, the
- survey crew plans to have the soils of
‘Dickinson County mapped except for a
-part of Superior Township.

Soil maps can be seen at the Soil
Conservation Service Office in Spirit
' Lake. The men will individually explain
' soil maps and discuss specific
management problems.
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Gilbert

Landtiser, SCS, Des Moines;

O review

Iowa State
, SCS, Lincoln, -

in the review will be
Ames;

John Worster, SCS, and Dr.

‘.

party those par- K

y

\
ticipating

Tom Fenton,
and Louie Buller
Neb.

University,

Thursday, August 26, 1976
surve

y

cord if the review party plans to

1sts t
look at a soil on their farm.

Dickinson soil survey

be will be

soybeans in
used to remove soil cores from

The review party plans to look
at the soils that have “been
classified and mapped in the
county, comparing them with

r
pro

Farm owners or operators
who see the review party
vehicles parked on the road

In addition to the county soil

" An initial field review of the
similar soils in other Iowa

The Spirit Lake Beacon

soil survey of Dickinson County
will be held Aug. 30 to Sept. 3,
adjacent to their farm are
welcome to stop and ask about
the soil they are examining.
Most farm owners or operators

selected areas of soils usually
will receive an

adjacent to a road.

counties. Because most soil
areas are in corn o

N J
Special
according to Wayne Dankert,
soil survey party leader. -
most cases, a hand

\
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. Nearly 95 per cent of the total
. watershed area within the Sil-
ver Lake Watershed District is
currently signed up to assist in
~ controlling the siltation of Silver
' Lake, it was announced this week
I by Don McKinney, chairmanofthe

! ' Soil Conservation Committee of
, 1“ the Silver Lake Improvement or-
| ganization.

§ McKinney noted that of the total

112,727 acres within the Silver
Lake Watershed District, nearly
112,000 acres are signed up for
conservation measures, and of
| the 66 landowners within the dis-
| trict, 58 are cooperators with the

On March 13, 1967, the Silver
Lake Watershed was established,

Review of Watershed Activities During Year

% %k % ok ok %k %k %k k ok 3k ¥ k * % k %k k k k k *k *k ¥ * *

and at that time, approximately
70 per cent of the landowners
within the district were cooper-
ators with the Soil Conservation
Service program.

During the past year, water-
shed directors proposed a "Sp-
ecial project” for the watershed
whereby Agricultural Conservat-
ion Practice (ACP) payments
would assist area farmers in de-
fraying costs of installing con-
servation practices on their
farms. Under the proposed pro-
gram, ACP payments would have
amounted to 80 per cent and the

State Conservation Commission
would provide an additional 10
per cent for a total of 90 per=-
cent to be paid for by state and
federal funds. However, at the
present time, the proposal has
been rejected. According to Mc-
Kinney, no reason was given for
the rejection.

However, in January, funds for
development of conservation pra-
ctices was made available to pro-
perty owners under an agreement
signed by the District Soil Com-
missioners and the State Conser-
vation Commission. Under this

and in Watershed Under Conservation Practices

agreement, farmers or landow=
ners in an organized watershed
district pay 15 per cent of con~
servation practices costs, and
ACP payments and money from,
the State Conservation Commis-
sion pays the remaining 85 per=
cent, On this cost-share basis,
the cost of a single structure can=
nnt exceed $2.500.

Several weeks ago, a meeting of
members of the watershed dis-
trict was held, with about 40 per=-
sons attending. William Blahauv=
iez, chairman of the committee,
noted that the purpose of the ses=-
sion was to explain the newly
signed agreement on conservate
ion. Members of the State Con=

(Continued on Page 2)

o
"I
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Hemphill Is
Appointed fo
School Board

Bill Hemphill was adminis-
tered the oath of office as a new
member of the Harris-Lake Park
Community Schools board of edu=-
cation at the regular monthly
meeting of the board Monday mor=

- ¢

Of the 66 landowners involved, 58 are cooperators with the Soil
Conservation Service program and many of the conservation prac-
tices are already in use. The watershed district is now one year
old, and the entire program set up by the SCS offices will be a
continuing program to help control the siltation of Silver Lake.

SILVER LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT — The Silver Lake Water-
shed District, which encompasses 12,727 acres to the north and
west of Silver Lake, currently has nearly 95 per cent (or 12,000
acres) of the total area involved in the process of having farm
land under a soil conservation program within the next few years.
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LUNCH PROGRAM SHORT
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get coal enough to keep warm,

We were givento understand on
Wednesday that another brick
building would be erected here
this summer. Our informant was
little shy about saying what the
building would be used for.

The electors voted $800 a
school house tax last Monday.

Oyster supper to-morrow night
25 cents.

NEWS
OF
THE

STATE

Starting April 1, it will be
much easier for Iowans to be-
come eligible for Aid to Depen-
dent Children (ADC) benefits. On
the strength of anapplicant's sig-
nature, he will begin drawing
assistance within a few days.
This is the same procedure now
being used in programs for old
age assistance, aid to the blind
and disabled and medical assis-

“ance.” " -

Under the old method a person
applying for ADC was required
to show proof of age, residence
and eligibility before he could be
certified for assistance. Robert
Hyde, chief of planning for the
Department of Social Welfare,
said, he always considered "that
attitude an infringement on human
dignity."

Verification often took the al-
lowable maximum of 90 days, he
observed, Now with the declara-
tion process, the maximum time
allowed for verification is 15
days and Hyde says most appli-
cants will begin receiving aid
within two or three days.

FREEZE

Maurice A. Harmon, Iowa's
newly appointed director of so-
cial services, would like to see
a ‘two-year delay in the imple-
mentation of the federal "freeze"
order on Aid to Dependent Chil-
dren case. The new regulation,
aimed at curbing state-supported
illegitimacy among welfare moth-
ers, is scheduled to go into ef-
fect July 1. Harmon thinks the
states need more timeto prepare
for the financial implications that
will result from the regulation.

The new law freezes federal

reimbursement of payments to
abandoned or unwed mothers at
its current level. Therestriction
is a reaction by Congress to the
unmarried welfare mother who
continues to bear children.

However, the freezeorder will
affect payments to the other moth-
ers on ADC who are widowed,
divorced, separated or whose
husbands are in prison. The ef-
fect of the law in Iowa could
mean a reduction in all ADC
payments by $31.25 a case start-
ing this July.

LIQUOR

Another countrywide referen-
dum has been held on liquor-by-
the-drink, And the voters of Lu-
cas county have voted 1,685 to
1,298 to go "wet.,” In a simi-
lar election five years ago Lu-
cas County voted dry, 1,370 to
1,179.

The liquor election was the
fourth in the state this year. In
the others, Mahaska and Madi-
son voted wet and Lyon County
voted to remain dry, althoughthe
result of that election is being
contested.

FEED GRAIN

Fred R. McLain, Chairman of
the Iowa ASC State Committee
reports that 78,792 Iowa farm-

ers have signed intentionsto par-"

ticipate in the Agriculture De-
partment's voluntary 1968 feed
grain program. These farm-
ers intend to divert 2,576,429
acres from corn and grain sor-
ghum production, or 19% of the
state's total feed grain base.

A year ago, 91,110 Iowa farm-
ers said they plannedondiverting
1,757,602 acres. " Althoughthere
are 800,000 more acres intended
for diversion now than atthecor-
responding time last year, the
farmers who stay out and over-
plant their bases can easily wipe
out any benefit gained," asserted
McLain.

Watershed--

(Continued from Page 1)
servation Commission were pre-
sent to explain the facts of the
cost-share program. Members of
SSC present Everett Pierce, sup-
ervisor of erosion control; Or-
ville Johnson, water safety offi-
cer; Lewis Boers, water super=-
visor and Harold Johnson, dis-
trict game manager.

Since its conception a year
ago, the Silver Lake Watershed
Committee has noted many ac-

complishments  toward con-
trolling the silt flow into Silver
Lake. Of the 66 landowners with-
in the watershed area, 58 are co-
operators and represent nearly
90 per cent of the landowners.
All but 800 acres of the 12,727
acres within the district either
have or will have conservation
practices within the next few
years. This represents approxi=
mately 94 per cent of the land
area.

Practices which have all ready
been established include: 17 mi-
les ofterraces, 50 acres of water=-
ways, 16 areas of wildlife refuge,
one gully control structure and
3,000 acres of contouring.

In addition, nine new members
have signed up for terraces and
a 22-foot gully control structure
has been proposed at the west
end of Silver Lake on the C.E,
Arnold farm. If approved, the
area will serve as a game re-
serve and create a 7 to 9 acre

pond.

Lunch--

(Continued from Page 1)
reimbursements, $4,264.40 and
other income, $16.80. Total in-
.come amounted to $26,403.20 and

“otal cash available was listedas

$26,993.79.

Expenses as of March 1, 1968
were broken down as follows:
food, $20,312.22; labor, $7,
993.81; equipment and repairs,

vey taken by

A tentative
was set for

aluation of
ments for thi

Dial 1-336-
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| DICKINSON COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT JIM that will make available to all residents information
. YUNGCLAS addressed officials from Iowa State concerning the make-up of their soil. This information will

University, state conservationist, and county officials at be useful in determining how land should be farmed and if
the ‘‘Last Acre” ceremony last week. The ceremony it should be farmed. ]
represented the completion of a countywide soil survey
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—— Irrigation is no longer an gxﬁerimeniﬂwithgﬂlgméDuetf;ffﬁwﬁwvwwah_
owner=o,crator of 16U acres of land near Milford, in Vickinson

-Bousyys-Sows: Vith 90 gcres of the 150 WRETTRAIS VN e

and gravel at 12 to 36 inches,Clem has made irrigation a re-

gular part of his farming operations.

Only twice in the past 19 yeérs. according to Mr Dust

nas tnere veen enough or proper distributiocn of rainfzll for
the crops on his farm. SRR
A 30 bushel per acre corn yield-on aIfalf ground in 1648- — — —

L one of Iowa's best corn years- convinced Mr Dust that more ==
water at critical periods was wnat nis crops must have, .arte

icularly on the land underlaid with sand and gravel. Corn,

cats, pasture and hayland have been irrigated over the past

four years. At each irrigation, regardless of the crop, two

In 1949 ¥r Dust irrigated 18 acres of corn and 14 acres

’*”‘";““”ﬁf"5Ifalfai”TﬁE“Iﬁ“EGTEBMUf“ﬁUTU whicn was irrigated twice

e i S s e e 4
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went 90 bushels per acre. This was an increase of 50 to 60
at laying=by time and the second at tasseling time+ The 14
acres of alfalfa produced 50 to 60 percent more hay because
of thne irrigatign.

In 1950 the irrigated oate on (ue Dust farm yielded 90
buahelsrper acre. This was an increa;e of 40 bushels per, ower
oats not irrigated. Becamse of an qarly froatrin i950 th
irrigateq corn was not tof good.

& & abundance of rainfall in 1951 no irrigating

wae necessary on the Dust farm.

80 to 90 acre ?lf corn, oats,hay and jasture wé¢s irrigated
in 1952, The two inéhegﬂqf water applied on the oats through
one irrigation the”;ast of May resulted in an average yield
of 90 bushels per acre, when the Dickinson County avéragu we. 8
50 to 35 bushels per acre. The 1952 corn on the light soil
was irrigéiediéﬁi;'ohéé.Aéiitaaaéliﬁgriiﬁe, &nda produéed an
average of 105 bushels per acre. Prior to irrigation 40 bushels
per acre was considered a very good yield on théslahd; On some
heavier bottomland soil &kong the oreek that wae not irrigated
the corn averaged 60 bushels per acre in 1952.

The irrigating equipment ofi the Dust farm consists of
4930 feet of aiuminiumpipe. The pipe comes in 20 foot sections and
ranges in size from 3 to 6 inches in diameter. The main and
the first 15 or 16 sections of the laterals are 6 inches in

diameter. The addational laterals are 5, 4, and 3 Bnches in

~gize and are conncected in that order.
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f fhere is enough pipe to reach approximateif'lﬁo rods with the
r laterals. The two shut off valve system is necessary in order

T Sabarhl aah sprinkling while the other one is

~ shut off so thne pipe can be moved to a new setiing and visa

———¥erse e — — =

A 5 inch pump operated with a gas engine which will de-

liver 800 to 900 gallons of water per ninute is used. The water

ks pumped from the creek ‘which runs through the farm. The‘i }

inch syrinklers used will g rinkle and area &80 feet wide. With

this equipment , three hours is required to apply the two =

inches of water at any one setting.

~ Jr Dust, & cooperator with the Dickimsom County Soil

- €onservation Pistrict uses phosphate fertilizer on his new J
L secedings but &8s a rule has not used commerical fertilizer « ..W..,W__,-__;

‘hie corn. With the moisture problems peetty well solved, Clem

~ plans to iry fertilizer on all the crops grown and in greater

amounts pur acre. &% ' ' - - - i

Cecil, the 12 year old son cf lr. & LTS8 . Clem Dust more

and has done the whole job of mrrigatiog alone.

The equipment wiich was purchased in 1949 at @ cost of ——
57500 dollars has paid for itself the three crop secasons used.
| My Dust feels that he is conservative when he states that yield

‘increzses through irrigation @ave averaged 50 bushels on corn,

‘40 busnels on oats.SO to 60 9eroent nore hay and pasture carrying

cayaclty doubled.

&nortage of hay. pasture or L,x‘ain because of lack of moisture
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are a tiing of the past because it rains when the sunshines

on the @lem Yust farm.




Cor%’nji’ssion Move to Slow Siltation,

Funds for development of con-
servation practices on the water-
sheds of six natural lakes in the
Iowa Great Lakes Region are
available to broperty owners un-
der an agreement with the State
Conservation Commission signed

last week,

These state funds under the--.
new  "memorandum of under- trict.
standing" are in addition to and
supplement the Federal Agricul-
tural Conservation Payment on
approved conservation bPractices

Lake Improvement Corporation unanimously

i i n.
are Allen Arnold , Carl Gochanuer, Milt Thieman and_l\_/l}}mafd Johnso

Pollution....

State Watershed A

| : S

' Best Conservation

‘; Program Winners

In County Named
Winners of the Sioux City Per-

manent Agriculture Program in
Dickinson County wereannounc-

in the county were those of Ed
Wollner (Lloyd Township) and
Neal Eakin (Diamond Lake Town-
ship) and Jim Long (Excelsior
Township). These farms will now
compete in the area contest,
which includes all of Northwest
Towa, This annual event is spon-
sored by the Sioux City Cham-
ber of Commerce and Sioux City
Journal and Tribune.

Judges for this year's contest-
were; William J, Johnson, Mil-
ford; Ernest Skow, Lake Park;
Claire Champine, Spirit Lake.

) i Judging was by air with Robgrt
ENDO NSER board of directors of the Silver Ingwerson, dis_trict ot 15
AR RINTE GO NATION DN e;thMeepmrz;::egtCzhu:ty Conservation bogrd and urged " sioner, as the pilot.
endoalison the general election ballot Novembe 5. Attending \

$ 4 " for the porpos i Moen, area { . P
tc}(l)e;nsrel:'evftlil:)iisvz for SCS, Don McKinney, Al Myrick, Mayor Paul Thorn ; ws Photo) -

established by the Dick
County Soil Conservation

son at a meeting Jan, 18. Pres
is-| -were District Chairman Ern
Skow, Commissioners Andrew
Hoffman, Robert Fitzpatrick
Robert Ingwersen; the State C
servation Commission was r

‘The agreement was enter in-
to by the Dickinson County| Soil
Conservation District and/ the
State Conservat

resented by Everett Pierce, a
Conservation Officer Mike Ashhy
also present were Extensi
Director Doyle Gorden, U, S,
Conservationists Walter Thore-
son and Adolph Ladegaard, '
Land within the watersheds
Silver, Big Spirit, East Okoboji,
West Okoboji, Upper and Lower
Gar and Minnewashta Lakes, i
eligible for the supplement:
funds. i e
These incentjve- payments are{f
designud to speed up conservation |
programs to prevent siltation and
‘pollution entering these state-
owned lakes. Farmers (district
cooperators) can apply for this
cost-share through the Dickinson
County Soil Conservation Dis- .
trict. |
In other routine business, the

BIG STEP FORWARD—A memorandum of understanding was

I ; conservationists last week whereby funds will be made available to farmers on watershed areas, of
district board approve nine basic | natural lakes to develop conservation practices, Seated from left are Conservation District Com.
farm plans for Edward Heikens ' missioners Robert Fitzpatrick and Andrew Hoffman, Clerk Beverly Beers, Adolph Ladegaard of
(three farms), John Webster Cory ' the SCS, Commissioners Robert Ingwersen and Chairman Ernest Skow. Standing from left are
Raymond Holle, Mervin Miller, Everett Pierce of the State Conservation Commission, Conservation Officer Mike Ashby, Exten-

U.L.C. Synod in Iowa, William' sion Service Director Doyle Gorden and Walter Thoreson of the SCS. (Beacon Photo)
| Boettcher and LeRoy Welle, A = -

sistance grants also we
. approved for Welle, in Okobo
. Township, and Donald Gruhn i
| Superior Township.

worked out by this group of




Best Conservation
Program Winners
In County Named

Winners of the Sioux City Per- '
manent Agriculture Program in
Dickinson County wereannounc-
ed this week by Walter Thoreson,

s

ickinson,

in the county were those of Ed
Wollner (Lloyd Township) and
Neal Eakin (Diamond Lake Town-
. : A ship) and Jim Long (Excelsior
o o - - ; ‘Township). These farms will now

T g ' g 'Y compete in the area contest,
which includes all of Northwest
Iowa. This annual event is spon-
sored by the Sioux City Cham-
ber of Commerce and Sioux City
Journal and Tribune.

Judges for this year's contest-
were: William J. Johnson, Mil-
ford; Ernest Skow, Lake Park;
A Claire Champine, Spirit Lake.

A 4 ’ Judging was by air with Robert
ENDORSE COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD — Members of the board of dir_ectors of the Silver Ingwerson, district commis-
Lake Improvement Corporation unanimously endorsed the proposed 00qu Conservation board and urged sioner, as the pilot.
all area residents to vote "Yes" for the porposal on the general election b31_1°t Novembe~ 5. Attending
the meeting were, seated from left, Walt Thorenson, work conservationist for SCS; | Moen, area & e
conservationist for SCS, Don McKinney, Al Myrick, Mayor Paul Thorn and Dr. B.A. 1 ce. Standing
‘are Allen Arnold , Carl Gochanuer, Milt Thieman and Maynard Johnson. . M

' fo Slow Silta

=2 ~ - e
i Lua i el acauelie ycar o
wv

avai ¥ WALALAL . ft En - v
PR ; 9 The Univers! ¥ mission Mo
e with fixed object e Com

: 3 " - - - B
e with motorcycle : . | -
e with pedestrian 1(; merilnda&tﬁs ' |
vt Recipients | ‘ :

to the location of the acci- ok

& s st
the business Mu 5
Ghoyeie W academic re

last week.

3 idential; more for development of con- L
and 25 in residential; ‘he which were g Funds cactices on the water- = The'ie
> mishaps occurred in tabli; servation P lakes in the new "me.
hours — 58; 23 were in the  Were ;s " 4 sheds of six natural . eion me  tanding®

i Jowa Great Lakes Reg suppleme

s cover 2ll tuiti s iable property owners un-

Con '
der an agreement v»{ith the State g‘gpax}oved
i Conservation Commiss :

f

:che drivers involved 104

residents of the county, 51

from outof county; 114 were

and 41 were female.

llar damage resulting from
ceidents totaled $23,379, not
ding any lawsuits, compared
13,349 in 1966, Forty-two
ges were filed as the result
e accidents last year, com-
4 to 21 the year before.

slogist Takes
diana Position

Hollingsworth, 27,a fisﬁ-
e): biologist at the State Fish
shery in Spirit I:ake, has
epted a position with t.he-ln-
1a Conservation Commlss-lon.
e will be management biolo-
- for the southwest quarter of

jon signed

b

LARRY HANSON, SOIL SCIENTIST, recently completed 30 years of

service as a federal employee. Hanson is shown at right receiving a 30 year

service award certificate from

received his B

Wayne Dankert, survey party leader. Hanson

.S. degree from Kansas State University and has classified and

mapped soils in Kansas, Montana and Iowa. In Iowa, he has worked on

nemorandum of understanding was
reby funds will be made av e worked out by this

rvation practices. Seated fr

and Andrew Hoffman,
Ingwersen and Chairm

nservation Commission,

group of
ailable to farmers on watershed areas, of

om left are Conservation District Com-
Clerk Beverly Beers, Adolph Ladegaard of
an Ernest Skow. Standing from left are
Conservation Officer Mike Ashby, Exten-

REALTY Krden and Walter Thoreson of ﬁe SCS. (Beacon Photo) 5

progressive soil surveys in Clay, Woodbury, Plymouth, Lyon and O’Brien
counties and is currently assigned to the Dickinson County Soil Survey.
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View County Projects

1972. Call explained to the group
the erosion controlling efforts—

A large congregation of soil
conservationists and other
interested persons visited the
Lakes Area last Thursday as
part of a helicopter tour of soil
conservation projects
throughout Northwest Iowa.

The visiting dignitaries in-
cluded members of the State
Soil Conservation Committee,
the State Soil Conservation
Service staff, and area SCS
Director Wally Tonsfeldt of
Sioux City.

Primary focus of the Lakes
Area tour was an inspection via
automobile of a feedlot pollution
control facility at the farm of
Mrs. Glen Hall near Big Spirit
Lake. :

Clarence Call of the Dickinson
County ~“Soil Conservation
Service explained to the
gathering what instigated the
construction of the facility and
how it functioned.

The feedlot had been one of
several in the area which
contributed to pollution of area
lakes through runoff from the
cattle feedlot. At the request of
Mrs. Hall, the Soil Conservation
Service designed a diversion
system which prevented the
feedlot runoff into Spirit Lake.

“It isn’t an elaborate system
at all,” Call stated to the group.
“It is very simple but very
adequate and we like it very
much.”

Call explained that originally
a small pond between the
feedlot and lake was the
gathering point for the runoff,
and the pond would sub-
sequently flush into Big Spirit
Lake. Now, he explained, the
feedlot runoff follows the
diversion system, flows into
holding ponds, and is taken care
of through evaporation and
seepage into the ground.

Federal aid paid for $1,200 or

80 percent of the project which
was undertaken in 1972. The
remainder came from Mrs.
Hall.
The feedlot originally handled
up to 500 head of cattle and Call
assured the gathering that the
diversion system could handle
that many head- without dif-
ficulty.

Call praised Mrs. Hall for her
efforts in working to control the
feedlot runoff.

Following the tour of the Hall
feedlot, the group returned to
the helitopter landing site at
Vacation Village, where Larry
Ross explained his solar water

' heating system in use there.

The gathering then boarded
the helicopter to tour other sites
of concern in the Lakes Area.

Included in the agenda for the
aerial tour was Lighthouse
Point Condominiums, site of
extensive soil erosion during
development of the complex in

= 2

seeding, grading, construction
of a holding pond—which were
undertaken at the advise of the
SCS.

Terracing at the Don
Schubert farm near East Lake
Okoboji was viewed. Eight new
parallel terraces have been
constructed there.

The dredging sites on Upper
Gar and East Okoboji Lakes
were also viewed from the air.

The draining of marshland for
conversion to farmland in
Minnesota just above Big Spirit
Lake was the final fly-over

_ inspection site in this area.
Following the Lakes Area

tour, the congregation con-
tinued on to Lyon County,
Haywarden and Plymouth
County for further inspections.

In Lyon County the group
viewed structures at the
Pioneer Watershed project. In
Haywarden, the gathering was
to visit a revamped gravel pit
which has been converted into a
recreation area. The group then
visited three watershed areas in
Plymouth County. 3

CITED FOR SERVICE - Robert Fitzpatrick (right) of Milfora
received a Distinguished Service Award from the Dickinson County
Soil Conservation District for eight continuous years of
distinguished service. Fitzpatrick also received a Certificate of
Award from the lowa Department of Soil Conservation. The
present chairman of the Dickinson County SCD, Ernest Skow (left)
of Lake Park, presented the awards at the last regular meeting of
the group.

: s ime A
SUSAN FITCHETT PLACES 4TH IN REGIONAL
SOIL CONSERVATION SPEECH CONTEST

Winners in the Dickinson County District Speech Contest
held at the Soil Conservation Office in Spirit Lake on Oct. 28
included (l-r): Susan Fitchett, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond Fitchett of Milford, first place; Tammy Tuttle,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Tuttle, second place;

. and David Eckard, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Eckard of Spirit
Lake, third. :

The 1976 topic was “Soil Conservation - Lifeline to Con-
tinued Prosperity”’. Susan advanced to the regional contest
in Fort Dodge on Nov. 8 and placed fourth of 12 in regional

competition.
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Terraces, windb

By Mike Gill
Journal staff writer

The hillsides and slopes along the
roadways in Dickinson County, Iowa, are
marked by an ever-increasing.amount of
terraces and windbreaks. Farmers here are
recognizing the fact that the quality of
farming depends on the area’s soil, water
and natural resource quality. =

And most are making strong efforts to
slow the tide of erosion.

‘““At least 60 percent of our farmers are
using some type of conservation method,”
says Clarence Call, district conservationist
in Spirit Lake, Iowa. ‘“Farmers here have
traditipnally plowed to break up the soil,
but that’s beginning to change. A lot of
people_seem opposed to trying something
new, but we’re getting more and more
interest every year.” 4

The soil in Clay County is a variety of
Nicolett, Webster and Clarion types and
much of the land is clay-type soil. Farmers
here have traditionally plowed in the fall
months.

“] sense a different attitude coming.
People’s view of soil conservation has
changed considerably, although there still
is a stigma about soil conservation.

‘‘Some of our younger people are
especially interested in conservation
tillage. They know they’re saving time and
soil. It’s a combination of things.”’

Terraces and conservation tillage farm-

ing have been the chief methods operators

in Dickinson County have been using to
block soil and water erosion. The three
area winners featured in Dickinson County
are among 31 honorees in the annual Marc
Cox Conservation program. They were
selected by a special area panel and will be
cited at the annual awards banquet in
March.

Roger Heikens

Roger Heikens has been practicing no-till
and ridge-planting for 15 years. The land he
farms near Spencer is not steep enough to
warrant terracing but he has held the
ground with a good no-till system.

Heikens leans to the no-till system for
several reasons. He can plant earlier on.
wet soils by planting on ridges. He
cultivates twice to build up the ridges.
Heikens also farms with the ridges and
never crosses them with machinery. He has
a 36-inch row spacing system and tries to
chop corn stalks in the fall. Soybean stubble
is never touched.

“Personally, I feel no-till is as econom-
ically feasable as any type of farming,”

reaks are conser

N
after the harvest. (SCS photos)

says Heikens, who farms 400 acres of his
own and rents 240 from his father. “I've
been no-till planting since 1966 and it’s been
a continuing project for our family. I
became interested mainly because of my
father. A few years ago, he went to a no-till

demonstration and came back with a lot of -

good ideas. It seemed like the right thing to
do. .

‘“We’ve been using no-till ever since
then.”

Heikens says his yields have turned out
very well. He averaged more than 160
bushels of corn per acre of in 1982 and was
near the county average in last fall’s
drought-ridden harvest.

“1f I thought I wasn’t getting good yields,

John McCann inspects new narrow base terrace and intakes. A grassed

backslope is the background.

Roger Heikens checks the heighth of ridges after knifing in anhydrous

I wouldn’t keep going with no-till. It’s been
a good system for me.”’

Ridge planting has been the hub of his
conservation program. I feel it’s hard to
beat for controlling soil erosion.’’

Heikens is involved in the Northwest
Iowa Ridge-Runners Club, a group of ridge
planting farmers from the Primghar-
Hartley area. Heikens says its a chance to
meet with other conservationists to
exchange ideas and trade information.

Bob and Jared Herbert

Bob Herbert and his son Jared own and
operate three farms in Dickinson County.
Four years ago, they purchased a 141-acre

vation tools

farm and have since installed terraces,
waterways and buffer strips. .
“We’ve always felt strongly about con-
servation and this farm was in such poor
shape that we felt a variety of conservation
was the way to improve it. We’ve seeded

‘some real critical areas and have built
‘terraces and grassed waterways,’”’ says .

Jared. ‘“This year we built a 1,500-foot
terrace and we could see the difference
right away. The erosion has really slowed
down. We haven’t used a plow since we
bought the place.”’

Jared said many of the hillsides were
laced with small gullies. The grassed
waterways helped check the expansion of
gullies and worked well with the terraces
and conservation tillage system. It did,

"however, réquire some careful mainte-

nance to work properly. 3

The Herberts farm on fairly steep hills,
so conservation is almost a must to check
water runoffs.

Jared says he will continue to support
conservation efforts. ‘““We think it makes a
lot of sense to continue to use it. The
benefits far outweigh the negatives.”

John MéCann

John McCann of Spirit Lake and Jim
McCann of Hoopeston, Ill., own a small
farm near East Okoboji Lake. Water
quality is a prime concern if the land
continues to turn out high yields. They use
conservation tillage as a method of
eliminating erosion.

The land is farmed by Dean Stover of
Spirit Lake, Iowa.

John McCann started his terrace system
about three years ago. He realized he was
losing valuable topsoil by both rill and gully
erosion then shifted to a grassed backslope
terrace system in 1979,

McCann built. terraces on the grassed -
backslope system, then switched to a
narrow base this year with the installation
of a 900-foot terrace for his seventh terrace.

“I hope this last terrace will help solve
the erosion problem,’”’ says McCann.
“We’ve had quite an erosion problem here
and we’ve had to do something to slow it
down. This seemed to be the best system.”

In addition to terracing, McCann said
Stover doesn’t plow the land and a
chisel-disc method of conservation tillage is
being used.

“Conservation is important on this farm
because it is in the watershed of Lake
Okoboji. These soil conservation methods
help keep the sediment out of the lake,”
McCann said.

Bob and Jared Herbert look over recently

terrace.

constructed narrow base



Windbreaks save

fuel, break monotony

. by Susan Fitchett

Windbreaks are used to break up the
monotony of the plains and are as old as
the settlers, according to Clarence Call,
district conservationist.

According to Call, a well planned
windbreak can save up to 20 percent on
fuel and the cattle gain better if the
feedlot is located behind a windbreak.

The Agricultural Stablization and
Conservation Service, ASCS, pays 75
percent of the cost if a farmer wants to
start a new windbreak or renovate an
old windbreak, Call said. The Soil
Conservation Service, SCS, is
responsible for the technical part of the
practice.

Certain varieties of trees in the

windbreaks are recommended. The
ASCS requires a certain number of
rows for a windbreak, also.

‘‘A person can get by with one row of
shrubs and two rows of evergreens.
When no evergreens are used, the ASCS
requires five rows of trees,” Call said.

Call said that the SCS ‘‘endorses this
program heartily and feels there is a
need for more trees in northwest
Iowa.” :

Call said that windbreaks should be
kept clean the first year or two. Later,
grass can be planted or the area can be
utilized as a garden.

If interested in planting a new wind-
break or renovating an old one, contact
the ASCS or SCS office in Spirit Lake.

_ gardening purposes.

(-2/-79
PICTURED is the windbreak on the Bob Elser farm, rural Lake Park. Else
planted the windbreak under the ASCS prognm.’ Rows of shml;s am;
evergreens were used and the grass was seeded. Another local farmer,
Maurice Dougal, used evergreens and trees but uses the area in between for

CRAIG SCHMELING of rural Milford listens as Clarence Call of the Soil Conservation
Service describes some of the advantages of constructing a ‘pit pond.’ Built by John

Kooiker Const. of Hull for about $1,500, with the
$750, the recent-completed pit pond on Schmeling

his 300-head of hogs and possibly 100-head of cattle. See story.

federal goverment to cost-share about
’s farm will provide ample water for

7227

New ‘pit pond’ fills

~at Schmeling farm

- Water for livestock on the
Craig Schmeling farm isn’t
expected to be a problem in the
future, following the recent
construction of a ‘pit pond’ on

his farm southwest of Milford.’

Schmeling’s livestock
operation had been limited in
the past because of a lack of

water and was considering a
new well until he talked to
Clarence Call, Dickinson
County’s  district Con-
servationist for the Soil Con-
servation Service (SCS).
That’s when he learned about
a ‘pit pond, how it could be

used, and how the federal

E. Okoboji Corp. cites Schubert

7R-7¢

Don Schubert [right] was

prresented a certific
cctz)mmendation from the East Okoboji Lakes clfnprovaet::e::
brp. duripg the group’s 9th annual meeting attended by
about 50 persons- Saturday night at the Holiday Inn. The

Dickinson County farmer was cited for his

exemplary and

outstanding service to conservation by constructing about

‘two miles of ten:races on his farm in the Francis Cites area.

e

government could contribute up
to 50 percent of the total cost.
Application was made for
ASCS funds, through its ACP
(Agricultural Conservation
Program) and SCS crews
staked out the area and will
later certify the completed
pond. Up to $750 will be cost-
shared with Schmeling.
Schmeling’s ‘pit pond’ is the
fourth to be built in Dickinson
County during recent years.
Others are on the Ernie Skow
farm, Lewis Jones farm, and
Berg Bros. property. There are
also some older pit ponds in the
county, Call added. . .
Schmeling’s pit pond is an
excavated area 160 x 65-ft., with
gradually sloping sides and a 50
x 10-ft. flat bottom. It is about
14-ft. deep. Excavated dirt or
‘spoil’ is placed around the pond
to form a levy to prevent outside
runoff. 4
The spoil bank will be seeded.
Almost immediately the pond
started to fill with clear, cold
water and was expected to fill to
the clay-line within a few days.
A 3-ft. tile in the bottom  con-
nects with a pit in the spoil
bank. A submersible pump is
lowered into the connecting
tube and pumps water the 800-
ft. to Schmeling’s farmstead.
Call said most water from pit

-ponds is pure enough for

drinking. Schmeling said he
plans to use the water one
month for livestock and then
have it tested for drinking
purity.

The district conservationist
also pointed out that the pit
pond can also be used for
recreation — fishing, swim-
ming. Pit ponds are very ver-
satile and a good water con-
servation facility. The big
disadvantage is that they’re
still a pond and therefore
present some dangers.

Paimin




A Soil Conservation Tab preview . ..

S | §-20 - 77
THIS PANORAMIC VIEW of the Iowa coutryside is the result of an aerial
photograph. The land in the foreground gives an example of the good soil
conservation methods practiced by Orville Berg of rural Spirit Lake. You
can see the contour strip cropping that he employs. This photo and many
gers will be featured in the upcoming Conservation tabloid published by
Beacon. 5

B
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armer of the Week

~

cSee VeSS

Edna, Ernie and grandson, Billie
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il by Susan Reiser

“I don’t think farm corporations
will take over. The future lies with
the family farm. If the family unit
can operate as a team then they can
compete with a large operation,”
said 59-year-old Ernie Skow, this
week’s farmer of the week.

Skow, a Lake Park resident,
started farming when he was ‘‘big
enough to walk.” He purchased 480
acres of land in 1939 in Excelsior
township, south of Stoney Lake.
Skow’s father, Hans, helped him
farm the land. Along with the land,
Skow raised 60 stock cows.

Currently, Skow farms 160 acres
of land two miles west and six miles
south of Lake Park and raises 60
head of stock cows. He says that he
farms the 160 acres of land ‘“‘for my
own benefit and to keep my hand in

farming.”

FUTURE LOOKS GOOD

“I intend to farm as long as I feed
good. We are on a small scale so we
can enjoy ourselves. My wife is a big
_part of the operation. She was a city
girl yet she enjoys the farm life,”
Skow said.

“I wasn’t born on the farm but I
was raised on the farm. If I could
have a choice now, knowing what I
already know, I would still choose
farming. I like the freedom of ex-
pression. We do our own work and
see our own results. The ultimate
responsibility of farming is our-
s...whether we like it or not,” Skow -
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said. .

Skow uses several soil con-
servation techniques in his farming
including terracing, contouring,
keeping wildlife areas, farm ponds,
and he even has two acres that has
never been plowed or tilled.

PRICES IN SLUMP

““The prices are in a slump. I don’t
forsee any great change in the short
run. I am not sure politics or any
action outside of our group can help
us. We have to solve our problems by
ourselves. I would like to see more
conservation methods used. I have
seen lots of silt wash down into the
river. I would like to see more
minimum tillage used,” Skow said.

Skow’s family includes wife,
Edna; and children, Rob and Rick of

_ California and Tam of Arnolds Park.
Skow is a member of the United

Methodist Church in Spirit Lake,
Dickinson County Farm Bureau, the
Dickinson County Cattlemen’s
Association, the Lake Park Odd
Fellows Lodge and is a member of
the Dickinson County Soil Con-
servation Board.

When Skow isn’t busy he enjoys :

tinkering, gardening, fishing, and
visiting garage sales. Skow was born
in Hartley but grew up on a farm
near Stoney Lake. He attended the
Excelsior School. i

‘“‘Looking as you get older, you
look to the next generation and try ‘o
set up things for them. They might
want some nice and clean fertile
area to look at,” Skow said.
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D‘isli’ngUished Dairymen For 1980

- Andrew Hoffman of Lake Park
was named one of five Iowa
Distinguished Dairymen for 1980
during the Iowa Dairy Convention’s
noon luncheon at the Hotel Savery in
Des Moines Dec. 13.

The dairymen were honored for
their service to the dairy industry
and their communities and for the
performance of their herds.

Starting with one heifer won in 4-H
work, Hoffman has developed a
superb registered Holstein herd of 30
cows averaging 17,0567 pounds of
milk and 644 pounds of fat, with 12
previous years more than 500 pounds
of fat. :

Hoffman’s breeding program has
involved outstanding sires for
production and type, mostly from
Curtiss Breeding Industries, Inc.,
keeping semen in his own jug. He
serves as his own inseminator.
Regular pregnancy checks, routine
vaccination programs and dry cow
treatment maintain the herd’s
health.

The Hoffman farming operation
includes 165 acres owned and 240
acres rented. Alfalfa plus some
permanent pasture provide summer
forage, with crimped high quality
hay and hay silage for winter forage.

Hoffman shows and -classifies
regularly, consigns to state and
regional sales and advertises
routinely. He has hosted many
judging workouts for area youth,
serves as dairy superintendent at
the county fair and participates on
the state Holstein association as a
director and member of the sale
committee. He formerly served on
the show committee and chaired the
1977 State Holstein Convention at
Okoboji. :

-

For several years, Hoffman has
served on the advisory committee of
Iowa Lakes Community College. He
has also been a 4-H leader for 20
years, past chairman and for 16
years a d<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>