


o·l Conserv tion District Hearing 
In S irit Lake, ednes., e 22 

On next Wed. afternoon, Dec. I conservation distri~t must be, sent 
~2nd, a hearing on establishing a to the State Commrttee. In Dlckln­
soil conservation district in Dickin- son ceunty 35% of the landowners 
son County will be held before the signed tlie . petitions. ~he St~te 
State Soil Conservation District Comm. then calls a public hearmg 
Committee. The meeting will be o~ t~e ques~ion of the r_reed for a 
held in the county court room be- drstrrct. Thrs the heanng called 
ginning at 1:30 o'clock. This hear- on next Wedr_resday afternoon, 
ing is of vital- importance to every Decem!Jer 2~n~, In the county court 
farmer landowner and business room.. m Sprnt Lake. If the State 

, and pr~fessional person in Dickin- Co~irtee is imJ?re~ed at this 
son county. Information on the dist- hearu~g th~t a. drstnct should. be 

1 rict set-up and what it can do will. organ~zed, rt. wrll call an electron. 
be given and everybody will be A~ thiS electiOn the Iowa law per-

t given an opportunity to express his mits only land owners to vote. If 
jjudgment and ask quest.W• at least 65o/o ~f t~wse Y!ho_ v~te, 
1 Work in soil conservatibn· in fav~r t~e or~anrzatwn of ll distnct, 

I. Dickinson county during the last a drstnct Will be esta~I:ished. 
two years has proved to be sa el; ~~co~g .~o th~ Jowa law no 

, fective that most people feel it SOli c~ ~Bti . d1~! may v~te 
1 should be made permanent in thiS t~es, t special :ls~ts, I~-
county. Nearly everyone is ac·· sue bqnd4 and gomg ~ a soil 
q 'nted with the results of con- conservation pro~ ~anp"ot be 
t ring in increasing yields, or pas- !flade cornpulsor~ :A district. ~vern- ! 

I ture improvement in producing mg body of ~ commissiOners 
more feed from pastures and of will be" elected to form the policy ~ 
grass waterways on gully control. of the district.. 1 

Establishing a soil conservation Members of the State Soil Con- ' 
istrict is the means set up by the servation District Committee who 1 

aw to put soil conservation work plan to be in Spirit Lake for the 
in any area upon a permanent basis. hearing, or have their represen-

There are now nearly 1000 soil tatives present are Chris H. Jensen, 
t:onservation districts in 45 out. of chair~an, of Audobon; Clark F. 

the 48 states. In Iowa 34 counties Huntley of Chariton; Earl Elijall, 
have organized districts and 5 more 1 R K. Bliss, Director of Extension, 
lJ.ave circulated petitions and 151 Iowa State College; Harry D. Linn, 
pdditional counties have st3rted 

1 

State Secretary of Agriculture; 
II me work on organizing districts. Frank H. Mendell, of Ames, adviser 
This shows the importance otlJ,er to the committee: and Clyd Spry, 
states and other counties in Iowa Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, 
place on district organization in flld Secretary to the commiUee. 
getting the job of soil conservation Evenyone interested di(~ctly or 
done. indirectly in Dickinson county is 

According to the Iowa law petit- 1 urged to attend the hearing in the, 
ions signed by at least 20o/o of the county court room in Spirit Lakel 
land owners requesting a hearing next Wednesday afternoon, D :!cem­
and election on establishing a soil ber 22nd., beginning at 1:30 o'c:lock 

To "Hold Co. 
Soil Election 

.;LJ 

• I On· Safufflay 
tAND OWNERS ARE EN­

TITLED' TO VOTE ON 
DISTRICT 

The election on establ'ishing a. 
Soil Conservation District in Dick­
inson County to be held in polling 
places in every township, on next 
Saturday afternoon, January 15th 
from one to four o'clock. 

The following are the poHtng 
places: Coleman's Insurance -ce 
in Terril; Town Hall in Milford; 
~olidated school in Supe+ior; 

A-. A. A. Hall in Spirit Lake; Tow~ 
Hall in Lake Park; Von Sprecke~ s 
Hardware and IJI!plement St?re m 
Montgomery; Okoboji Consohdat~d 
school; North SuperiOt Towns~Ip 
Consolidated school; Excelswt 
township Consolidated school; 
Westport township Center school; 
and Lakeville Twp. Center sch.ool. 
Voters may vote at any convement 
polling place and each landowner 
has one vote. (The Iowa law allows 
only landowners to vote. In case 
of joint ownership only one par~y 
may vote. Husband may vote m 
place of wife if she owns land and 
vice versa.) At the election ~or 
establishing a soil conservation 
district voters will vote for three 
commissioners, who constitu~e the 
governing body of the ~ist~Ict, t? 
. \evelop and direct the drstnct soil 
conservation prog;:am and work 
plan. Nomination papers ~ave b_een 
completed 'f.ftr jp~ followmg DI~k­
inson coun~ ~den~s as candr~-
ates for -oners: J. Justm 
Rogers of ~ship; Floyd 
Woodley of. Grove town-

i ; J. H. f Lakeville town-

can 
kind o:f a 

soil Also 
65o/o of the vote 
must vote favorably a dist-
rict can be established. But a dist­
rict is necessary to obtain assis­
tance of pUblic agenc~es in effect­
ive, sound and profitable soil con­
servatiorr . work. 

The soil conservatip.u 
therefore, . will play, a 
Jlecessary part in the :.ritilllilil pro­
duction program to lMn ister­
ed by thb A. A. A. · Pa~ts by 
A. A. A, will be m-ade only 
to e~ them by fol-

practices 
crop­
doing 

etc. 

~~~~~~!==~~i~i;~u,en; who have fc that it 
increase~~ . materially and re-
duces c!)$t of produ<;tion including 
time, po'Wer and labor, and helps 
save soil and moisture. In 1943 
contouring increased corn yields 
on 61 fields in Iowa by an average 
of nearly 6 bushels, soybe<m yields 
on 38 fields by over 2 bushels and 
oats Jields on 18 •f.ds by over 5 
bushels per acre. it\ number of 
DiCkinson county fanfters said that 
their contoured corn was their 
best. 

The soil ~Vf1Uon district 
through its commissioners can ob­
tain the necess~ assistance to 
:f~rmers in estab~iug these prac­
tices. If such assistance is avail­
able, more farmers will be inclined 
to adopt these ptactices and earn 
payments offered, and help in at­
taining the food production goal. 
Lime and fertilizers will be greatly 
limited in quantity and farm~.;·s 
will have to adopt other practiceS' 
m order to earn all the payments 
to which they are entitled. 

Thirty-five counties in Iowa now 
have organized soil conservation 
districts and many more districts 
are in process of being organized . . 
In the United States as a whole 
t~e are now over 1000 districts 
and number is rapidly increas­
•u,~;;.,....,_ C0flservatitH1' districts will 

¥itll role in war food pro­
in post war programs, j.n 

n"nt'l'llf'lln permanently abundant 
supplies and in the mainten­

ance of soil resources, the foullJ! 
dation ~.r a vrofitable and prosper~ 
ous agnculture. Leading Dickinson 
county farmers have said that the' 
people J:ave everything to gai~ 
and !lothmg to lose by organizing 
a soil conservatioq district. The 
district will be beneficial to land 
and farmers in a a number of ways 
and landowners should make ..,it ~ 
point to vote at their most con­
venient voting place next Satur­
day afternoon, January 15th be­
tween one and four o'clock 

' 



HURSDAY, JANUARY 13, 1944 

To be voted upon in the State Soil. Conservation Referendum 
'Election to be held in Dickinson County, Iowa, Jan. 15, 1944 . 

I 1 

' · 

.. 
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE OF IOWA 

OFFICIAL BALLOT 
January 15, 1944 . 

.W:FERENDUM ON CREATION OF PROPOSED DICKINSON 
COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Insert an X mark in the square before the proposition 
which you favor. 

· FOR creation of a Soil Conservation District of the lands 
below described and lying in the County of Dickinson. 

AGAINST creation of a Soil ConsQfVation District of the 
lands below described and lying in the County of Dick­
inson. 

, The boundaries of the proposed Soil Conservation District are as 
follows:· 

All land within the boundaries of Dickinson County, Iowa exclu­
sive of incorporated cities and tbwns. 

ELECTION OF COMMISSIONERS OF PROPOSED DICKINSON 
, COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

Insert an X mark in th'e square before three names to indicate 
your preference. 

FOR COMMISSIONERS OF DfCKINSON COUNTY 
• SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

<Vote for Three) 

JOE GRAFF, Spirit Lake 
:• 

J. J. ROGERS, Spirit L&ke 
· .. 

R. B. TALYOR, Milford 

N.J. WILLIAMS, Milford 

FLOYD WOODLEY, Milford 

.. 



Soil ons 

VOTING PLACES OPE:S FROM' v·ork -phn. A district is necessary 
1:00 P. M. TO 4:00 P. M. by law in order to obtain assistance 

SATURDAY of public agencies in establishing 

I sound and effective soil conserva -
On Saturday afternoon, January tion practices and in making sur­

i5th from one to four o'clock the veys necessary for control of water 
third, final and most important run-off and prevention. of overflow. 

·step in o;:g~a . soil , conser- Also, a soil conser\1ation district 
I vation district in Di~ ·ill play a vital part in a perman-
1 will be taken at the referendum to ent post war program of saving our 
be held in con':'enient polling places 

1 

soil resources, o~r .basic wealth. 
1 in all townships of the county. The people of D1ckmson county 1 

'Every owner of land in Dickinson have everything to gain and noth- I 
county is entitled to one vote, (the I ing to lose by organizing a soil con- 1 
Iowa law specifies that only land- servation district. ! 

1 owners including joint ownets may Thirty five counties in Iowa al-
vote) ana should keE:P the date and ready have organized soil conser­
the hours of the referendum .in vation districts and about 1000 dist­
mind. The district organization can ricts have been organized in the 

, be defeated easily if not enough United States. I 
:land owners vote to put it over. A j At the referendum on the after-, 

I defeat at the election would nullify. noon of January 15th the voters 
all the former steps already taken j will elect three commissioners to 1 I and the work of getting petitions constitute the district governing 1 

signed, and a hearing planned and body. This body r.as the responsi- • 
called will have to be done over bility of developing a soil conser-

1 again when another effort to organ- 1 vation program and work plan and 1 

1 ize a soil conservation district is 
1

. decides what public assistance is 

I made. After the large petition ner.essary to carry out the program, 
sign-up and the fine public hear- and makes the request for such as­
ing no one wants to see the refer- sistance. 
i endum fail. F ailure in this step I Nomination papers have been 1 
would be a serious set back to soil completed for the following Dickin­
conservation work in the county. . son county residents as candidates 

According to the Iowa law before 'for commissioners: J. Justin Rogers, 

I a soil conservation district may be Superior township; Floyd Woodley, 
established at least 65% of the land- Center Grove township; J. H. Graff, 
owners who vote must vote favor- 'Lakeville township; H. G. Shafer, 
ing t're organization. It should be Silver Lake township; Ira B. Stern-

1 emphasized again that tr.e Iowa berg, Milford township; N. J. Wil­
law s ecifically states that no soil Iiams, OkoboJi township, and R. B. 
conservation district may vote Taylor, Westport township. 

I taxes, levy special assessments or The polling places are as follows: 
issue bon<4 and that no person can Town hall, Lake Park; Excelsior 
be compell d to go into a soil con- 'I Consolidated School; Westport 
servation rogtam. Participation township Center School; Okoboji 
in a soil conserva~ion program is , Consol;dated School; Town Hall 
volunt ~- I Milford; Colcmans Insurance office 

The soil covservl!.lion district set- Terril; Superior Consolidated school 
up hys bee - lainod repeatedly I AAA Hall, Spirit Lake; Vor 
in the local 'P!fy)e and other pub- Sprecken Hardware and Implement 
liratiot s. i f!X'qUC{It .meetings all Store, Montgomery, and LakevillE 
over t1 c c t , at tbe time of the Township Center School. Those 
petiti n O+t ~ a. the public \\ishing absentee voters ballots 
he ring 1 unt;y court room should apply at the county audit-
in S, int l.a e, on December 22nd. ors office before the referendum. 
1t should he quite familiar to every I It should be made clear that vot-

ne. ers may vote at any pollng place 
The soil co 'rvation district is most convenient to them. Remem­

a local rati·Je org~nization to ber the referendum and polling 
initiate, develop and carry out a places on Saturday afternoon, Jan­
soil conservation program and uary 15th f-om one 1o four a'cloolr -

NOTICE OF BEARING :VOR I 
SOIL CO"NSERV ATION DIST. 

State SoU C~on Committee I 
of Iowa 

Notice of h~ring upon organiza­
tion of proposed Dickinson. County 1 

Soil Consenration District, Embrac-j 
ing Land Lying in Dickinson Coun-

ty. I Whereas, on the 18th day of 
November, 1943, there was dul;v 
filed in the office of the State So1l l 
Conservation Committee at Des 
Moines, Iowa, a petition signed by 

125 or more landowners who repre-

1 
sent 20 per cent or more of the 
owners of land within the limits 
of the territory proposed to be 

I organized into a district, pursuant 

I to the provisions of the Soil Con­
servation Districts Law, Chapter 
125.1, Code of Iowa, 1939, requesting 

1 the establishment of the Dickinson 
County Soil Conservation District, 
and 

Whereas, the lands described by 
said petition and other lands which 
will be considered for inclusion in 

1 said district are located in Dickin-
1 son County, described substantially 
: as follows: 

I All the land lying within the 
boundaries of Dickinson Coui}ty. 

Now, therefore, notice is hereby 
given that a public hearing w'ill be 

1 held pursuant to the said petWon, 
on the question of the desir~ty 

I and necessity in the interest of 'the 
health, safety and public we~re 
of the creation of such district; on 
the question of the appropr.iate 
boundaries to be assigned to juciJ 

r 
district; upon the propriety ot\ihe 
petition and other proceed~gs 
taken under the said law; and ~n 

, all questions relative to suc.li l!l-
quiries. The said public heafmg 
will be held by the State Soil Cgn­
s~rvation Committee in the ccublty 
of Dickinson on the 22nd day of 
Decemoer, 1943, beginning at :30 
p m. o'clock at the Court Ro~ in 
Court House in Spirit Lake. 

All owners of any lands 
within the limits of the abov.5: -
scribed territory, and all atli~ -
terested parties are invitea ~i t­
tend and will be given opPQJ;:t~ity 
to be heard at the time ~a IMQce 
hereinbefore specified. 

STATE SOIL CONSERVATION 
COMMITTEE. 

I By Chris H. Jensen, Chairman . 
. 49-2t 



WORST THIEF OF ALL IS 
BE WHO RQBS SOIL 

at:· ·ITS FER TIL~ -(Des Moines Register) 
P 1 Johnson sends a publication 

of his as county agent at Denison, 
Ia., on the subject of erosion and 
saving the soil and writes: "'1\}lis 
isn't as great a problem in good 
old Martin coimty, as. it is here." 

Perhaps not, but it is still a men­
acing problem even in exception­
ally favored Martin county. His-

The hea.vy ra.ln la.st June w~hed 

. . ltln TUesday and Enos Fairchild 
some thieves of tbnvmg today. 
right now here in The following will be heard on 
They are wrestling L1e da"es given at 12:50 p. m. un~ 
sible penny of profit 1 p. m. 
ting acres and let Joe H . Graff, Monday, August 
generations of 130, 1943. 

Anyhow, in l ·Ralph N. Tritle, Tuesday, Aug- · 
we plowed ust 31, 1943. 
walking plow, :a <twelve- Tracy Estes, Wednesday, Sept-
inch furrow and powered by old ember 1, 1943. 
Chet and Charlie, two sturdy farm George A. Mayou, Thutlday, 
horses. Father insisted that we September 2, 1943. 
plow around and around the field · H. R. Shaffer, Friday, September 
as the turned soil then held water 3, 1943. 

Roy Kannenberg, Monday, Sept­
ember 6, 1943. 

f'..;l:l;~J...~L:Nr""9~g~ · .. lJ 
STNtt SOIL CONSERV ATiOJS 

. .,· c.o~~~ OJr: ~~w~ 
NoTPcE OF RESULT OF RE~R­
ENDUM AND ELECTION OF 
COMMISSI,ONERS OF P.ROPOSED 
DICJGNSO~ SOIL CONSERVA-
TION DISTRICT. . . 

To all persons interested\ notice 
is hereby given: , 

this 10% sloping corn field o~ a fa.rm 

That the- tabulations set out be­
low give a full, corr ect and true 
report of the results of a referen­

' dum had on the proposition of the 
creation of the proposed Dickinson west of Spirit Lake, Iowa. 

tory proves that as rises or falls 
the soil's fertility, so r~es Or falls 
civilization itself. 

That our own re«ion is 11Ub)ect 
to "washing away" has been forced 
to attention with the fioodlike rains 
of the present season. · Untold tons 
of precious top soil have been 
washed down the corn rows to the 
l9wer places. 

In some places the soil thus 
moved from where most needed to 
where least needed has completely 
buried grain and corn more than 
knee high. SoU which it has taken 
centuries to build is gone in a few 
hours. 

Down in Paul's county they are 
taking to contour cultivation to 
save the dwindling soil. l's high 
time we did so here also. 

Away back in the 1880's, when 
we lived on an Iowa farm, father 
had a lot of concern about soil 
erosion, although the farm we 
worked was a rented one. He firmly 
implanted the belief in the mind 
of at least one of his sons that the 
worst thief of all thieves is the 
robber of the. soil, and we are 
ashamed to disclose that we have 

County Soil Conservation District, 
and the election of three commis-

1;>etter than if the furrows ran up sioners for ·the Dickinson County 
and down liill and soil 'did not Soil Conservation District held on 
"wash" so readilly. A neighbor the 15th day of Jallllary, 1944. 
across the road always began the (a) Number voting in f&vor of the 
plowing in the center of his square creation of said Soil Conserva­
fields, back furrowing around and tion DistJ,;ict 209. 
around, the finest plowing he have (b) Number voting against crea­
ever seen, and there was no eros- tion of said Soil Conservation 
ion in his ·fields. District 24. 

He who :robs the soil robs all (c) Total votes cast in referendum 
future generations. · There can be 233. 
no greater criminal. -A. M. Nel- (d) Votes Cast for Commissioner s 
son, Fairmont Daily Sentinel, Fair- Names of Candidates No. of Votes 

Minn H. G. Shafer _ _______ _ ______ 124 
LOCAL FARMERS INTER- Joe Graff ---------------------122 

VIEWED BY STATION WNAX R. B. Taylor ___ ____ _ __ _ 99 
. _ .:. 6r-cf-;- N. J. Williams _________ _ __ 93 

Dedication of America's t allest Ira Sternberg ----------------- 82 
radio tower will take place on Floyd Woodley ---------------- 74 
,September 4th at W. N. A. X., J. J. Rogers ·------------ . ___ 70 
Yankton and Sioux City, Iowa. · H. G. Shafer, Joe Graff and R. 
The tower is dedicated to Mid w est B. Taylor being the three canctidji.tes 
farmers and stands 927 feet high. who received the largest number 
On the day of dedication typical of vot_es,_ were declart;d ~e elected 
mid -west farmers will ~>& hm;ored, comm1ss1oners for sa1d d1strict. 
and m any special award's wlll be STATE SOIL CONSERVATION 
given. One of the most outstandin_g COMMI~E. 
awards will be a Massey-Harns By Chr1s H. Jensen, Chairman. 
tractor. It is expected governors Dated this 2Qth day of, January, 
from Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, 194.4.. 
North and South Dakota will be 
present as will also seven senators 
from m id-west states. 

A representative from W.N.A.X. 
George B. German, inquiring re­
porter from W.N.A.X. has been in 
the county the past week inter­
viewing farmers who will broad­
cast from the station at a later date. 

Eigh't Dickinson county farmers 
were interviewed and their record­
ed interviews will be broadcast 
from the station d\U'ing the coming 
weeks. Two of th~ interviews have 
,already been heard, C. E. Griffith 



A, THURSDAY, JULY 1, 194i park there stood in the center of 

8.91 Inches 
Rain During 

onth of June 
HEAVY RAINS JUNE 24 AND 27 

CAUSE CONSIDERABLE DAM­
AGE IN COUNTY 

a veritable lake, with the ap-
proaches to the bridge under water 
a block on each side of the bridge. ltinuOUJ! enort to conserve our fer-

Residents of Spirit Lake esti- , jtile t9P soil on these sloping fields 
mated that the lake level of Spirit ero~d here, it Will be gone forever 
L ake stood at its highest in 25 . ne ~ oo~ these days .as certainly as 
y ears. It was thought that the re- ' he l'ai?S come and the winds blow. 
cen t two rains of Thursday and ·ErosiOn already has narrowed 
Sunday brought a raise of about !the ?lm bf top soil on much of this 
12 inches of water in the lake level. lopm,g land by half or more. It 
The water is estimated to have oesn t .require many heavy rains 
r aised ar ound 20 to 22 inches since uch . ~ we. had" the latte'r part of 
early in May this year. Although ~ne, washmar over an inch of top 
the water is not yet going through 011 from many 'sloping <;orn and 
the Or leans run from Spirit Lake ~bean fields,.(\'o strip the land 
to East Okoboji, all th at would be f Its pennanet"t productive power. 
necessary to m ake it start running The table ~elow .showing the 
would be removal of a little of ~ffect of depth of 'il:>p soil alone 

Spirit Lake, Dickinson county, th e dirt t hat forms a dam at the upon corn yielck teUS far . better 
and the all of Northwest Iowa and jnorth end of th e r un just west of h~n words whyi{J~to· conserve 
Southern Minnesota suffered con- the Orlean s Boat House. mi. The fig~ .tl '11 table. are 
si~erable damage to crops, ro~ds Docks that were put in this verages of com :,tie f.ot certain 
bndges, etc. from the heavy ram- spring and summer at Orlean~ epths of soil on .1 to 170 fields, 
fall Thursday and Sunday, when were mostly under water this btained within r~nt years by 
a total of 5.81 inches fell to •~well week, with residents wait ing for the I9wa, Missouri and Ind~ 
th e total for the month to 8.91 u:~ch- a wind to go down Tuesday so they ~~periment Stations in coopera1itbn 
es of w ater . The ThursdaY mghtr cou}.d raise them again. F ishing With 1:he U: 'S: De~artment or Agrj- , 
storm :was almost of cloudburst was exceptionally good on the culture. Srmllar mformation has I 
proportions and was accoitltfamed south side docks Tuesday and boat- been obtained in other states. 
by an electric display that ' would m en report there that people fil;h- e 'tl Qj 'tl 
do credit to an old . fa;;hioJ;ted ing off the docks stood barefoot · o 'Cil "' "al 
Fourth ~f July celebration. on the docks the waves washing f 111 'i>', ~ ' '>, 

. The ram started fallmg Thu;sday over their feet Good catches of '0 ° t .s:: ~ s:: 
m ght about ~ p . m: and ,contmued .bass and pike wer e reported. 'S ...... ~ ,_, ::: A ·~ P. ·~ t 

l ~~~fstm~:~~~ ~6d~\n~ o~~~~~e~~ re~~rt!ct r~::n~~stc~~n!~e e~1~e~~~ t '~] ~~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 
in many Spirit Lake homes and on the county roads were washed Q) §' 3 a:l 2

] ~ u 3 t ~ 
in . t~e outlay.ing vicinity. West of out by the flooded fields, and drain- ~ .... . 5 Z '~'~ ><.a .:1 .a .:1 ~ 
Sp1nt Lake m the. George, Shel- age districts were not adequate to 3-2 ---- - 130 35.7 
don and Rock Rap1ds area, much handle the quantities Of water now 5-4 - --- - 129 47.7 12.0 33.6 
damage resulted fron; il he~vy standing in the fields. 7-: - --- 157 54.8 7.1 14.9 
windstorm, th e new h angar .b emg The H & s Roofing company who 9-10 --- 170 ::: • · 7.6 13.9 
blown down at th Sheldon a1rport were called to Spirit Lake to repair 1i 12 ---- 137 7.6 12.2 
and many planes d am aged. In the some roofs, reported this week 13- --.,. 1~ 75.3 · · 5.3 7.6 
George ~rea, teleph.one an d elect- they had been tendered roofing -+ - lCMt '17.6 2.3 3.1 
n c service was dJs~upted and contracts a t George, Iowa which These; 11cureB pOint out what 
crews .fr om 'th~ local hght c:ompany would take their entire crews three every :~!~~:'mer obset-.. on his fann 
are sull workmg there this week months to rebuild and repair every year, ~ ~ yields are not 
in an endeavor to repair the dam- . as high ·on ae lthiD light ClOlored 
age done when trees broke lines, LAD SAC. spots ill his leld as an 1be black · 
etc. 11erti.le ~ · 

According to a sample survey ~ reada- can see readily that 
taken by the local personnel of the 01•1 Consarvatt"on cr.. A1.. ~:;,;~ in crop yields are 
Soil Conservation Service the flood 1:J3 .=.e *:!.~ot '-'P IIOil ) 
d am age by recent rains to crops , .,.., 3tie14 -~ in corn 
in Dickinson county is estimated p I F rt"l A el au bushels " ac-e were 
to be as follows: 2160 acres of corn, ays n 9 1 . reas o • 2 iaeb1!a ot to, • remam. 
3640 acres of pasture, 930 acres of = '!'·6 ~UIIbela fer ..-."trhere top 
soybeans, 410 acres of hay, 200 ~ 13 iDchea C:eep' ia. W buaheJa 
'cr" df rm•ll gmin ru>d ov<tr 100 Some people in the mo'e terti"' f:.~ T- 01 
acres of potatoes. This is about areas, in northwestern Iowa, often ' )'ield itaeJI. w. still~.. iD 
three times the estimated flood ask why soil conservation work is 4Dan 'the w~.,~ - more 
damage to crops in 1942. The read- being carried on in their areas It ia ,..;·- CIIR. the est areas. 
er should bear in mind that these where so much 1:op soil is still left. soil ~ ~~ that as ~ 
are preliminary estimates from a They feel that no ·such work is C!l'eiUI!e . .....,...~ thel'ate of m­
sample survey only. needed where they live. 'flhey are and attJ: crop Yielda ~ 

Water pouring down frpm Min- inclined to wonder why the eflbrts . rea~ a eer1:ahl limit ' 
nesota into lowlands just north of of soil conservation are not con- there 15 no mgnitlcant increase in 
the highway grade leading from fined solely to tll.e critical agri- ~~elds ~ depth of top !k>il in­
.Crandalls lodge to the Minnewau- cultural areas where soil has been not pay to~ =ws ~ It does 
Ilion state park at head of big almost rui.ned for further produc- late in th e g .top soil accumu­
~lrit Lake, threatened to take tion by exploitation and erosion. depth of : ~~ ~ acreas to a 
out the -grade ana it w ,l! ess.ary 

1 
Conservation really implies some- become . eet ~ lettiq ill 

to carry in rock to rip raj1'<tbe side 1:hing to conserve. Why wait until larg~ sl tJl!n,ner and thinner on the 
of the grade. Th~ water stood three most or all of the soil fertility is , opu~ areas. I 
feet deep on tpe Minnesota· side gone. Where land is ruined of its . On eonv~in~ these di1fel"eelces l 
of the grade,' and loc~l'V4r r~roductive power, there is little ~n production mto di1!erences ~ 
tion men :called ~ Stat& or no fertility left to conserve. Re- ~~com~, and ~en capitalizatlbn 
conservation dir !\Qr the building such land is reclamation. eseb mcome differences at a J.e.as_ . 
first of the weeiC 1fQ. ;l er the Isn't it wise to "lock the barn door ona le .rate of interest into landj 
situation. Ttle atc!iL under before .the horse is stolen" or to be :hie differences the reader should 
the gr~de bridge con- ·50 years ahead rather than 50 yean fhor:~ughly cor;~vinced that it 

II servation com · large behind in our work in soil conser- really ll8YB now as well as in the' 
paddle wheels to. fish vation. People in depleted soil future •. ·to .conserve all of our rich I 
from going into waters, areas now regret having delayed re~~ Itl north~ Iowa . 
and tore out the wheel, soil consel"v~tion so long. ""-~ se tacts alse show clea~ly 
making it necess "string a . We ~ho ate fortunate enough to w.._ ~ .of top .soU will do 
triangular shaped e south live- iJl <llle <i the most fertile areas tq~~~g war production 
side or the b. ridg the fish !Of the 'W(,rld have much to con-. g'Qa. ~t·,increasing labor and 
..hac k. The foot. b ~ state perve. If we do not make a con-· eqw~ ldepta~ , • • • 



Approve Soilr";~ 
onservation 

Jli t. In County 
WAR BQARI) AND FAR:\I BU­

REAU P ASS ~lOTIONS TO 
ENCOURAGE SERVICE 

The Dickin son County War 
Board at its "gular meeting last 
Saturday evertmg· unanimously ap­
proved a n'lotwn to encourage and 
cooperate in • the orgamzatwn and 
establishment of a soil consenrutlon 
district in Dickinson county:: :r~e 
motion stated t hat the dtstnct 
should embrace the ~hole of Dl~K- . 
inson county! A stmtlar motwn 
was passed unahimously by t~e 
County Farm Bureau Board at 1ts 
regular monthly meeting _on last 
February 15th . Also the Sotls Com­
mittee or the.• County Far.m Bure~u 
approved a sii:nil r . motwn at 1ts 
meeting on last A.pnl 21st 
The soil conservation district has 

been explained at nearly all of. the 
townsh ip Farm Bureau mee~1 tgs. 
and directors h ave appomted 
committees to carr y on further 
educational and organizationa 
work in the townships. 

The action of these bodies in 
favor of a soil conservation district 
was taken in the interest of sub­
stantial increased food productian 
by maintaining soil fer~ility. The 
districts already establlshed have 
made a material contribution J 
that direction. 

Soils experts ay that contour 
farming alone Qn -sloping land! a 
very important conservation 
practice, should be applied on a io 
least 5 million acres of corn and 
soybeans in Iowa. If this single 
conserving practice were carried 
out on this s~ale. Iowa could pro­
duce about 30 :IDilliOf! bushels more 
feed. 

It is estimated th!it over 30,000 
acres of sloping latl(i planted to 
corn and soybeans in Dickinson 
county this year could be con­
toured. This would mean n early 
200 000 additional bushels of feed 
as 'the county's contribu1Jon to in­
creased production. 

Under the Iowa law to establish 
a soil conserv<atiQn district petitions 
must be signed by at least 20 pefr­
cen , re era ity- 30 lJE!T ent; of" 
the 10m~ owners. withi~ t~e bound-· 
aries of the proposed dtstnct. These. 
petitions are reviewed by the mem­
ber$ of the Soil Conservation Com­
mittee who are appointed by the 
Governor for a term of years. The 
State Committee then sets a date 
for a hearing to be held usually 
in the county court room. At this 

lmeeting 1 oy.:ners pr~sen.t argu-
ments fo:r bgain&i a d1stnct, and 
data are presented showing the 
need for assistance in soil conser­
vation work. 

If as a result of the· hearing the 
State Committee decides there is 
need for a soil conservation dist-

rict, it sets a date for an_. ~tion. I Most !'~· 
At this electi.on If 65 perciillt '9f the familiar ~-i\h contouring aail some-

! land-owners who vote, cast ~- times thillk that it is the only typE 
1 ative votes, the district llfaJ' of soil conservation work tha 
legally tlrganizM. At thiS might be carried on. Phases oJ 
election three commission~ "e the complete program that are es· 
elected to constitute the <U¥ri sential to maximum productior 
governing body. and soil conservation that an 

The State Committee has funds being given major stress now, how· 
appropriated by the legislature to. ever, include also seed parvesting 
be .used in carrying on its w ork in liming, pbOspl'lating., ' better cror 
connection with the organization rotations, pasture improvemen1 
and setting up of soil conser vation and drainage. 
disti:ifts. · The Governor, in his proclama-

Under the Iowa law soil conser- tion, stated that, "Erosion is a ser-
vation district cannot vote taxes. ious problem in Iowa, and affects 
special assessm ents and cannot is- !lOme porrtions of almost every 
sue bonds. P articipation in a soil county in the st~te. In times of 
conservation program is v oluntary increased demands for food pro-
on the part of the individual. duction it can become much more 

The district governing body m ay serious unless plans for proper con-

I request assistance, equipment and trol measures and good land use 
labor if av ailable of such fede:ai and soil conserving practices are 
agencies as AAA, . F arm Secur.tty adopted." He cites, for example, 
Administration, S01l Conser vation that "Contour farming should be 
Service, etc.; such state govern- applied on at least five millioa 
ment agencies as Depar tment of acres of corn and soybean grounal 
Agriculture and Extension Service; in Iowa. If this were done, Iowa 
and of the county government . could produce about 30 mlllion 1 

There are now 32 soil conservat- bushels more feed for the 'Food for 
ion districts in Iowa, and 30 of Freedom' e1Nrt, through the ap-
these are on a county wide basis. plication oe 1!kis singe soil conserv-. . 
Between 10 and 15 more counties ing practice!" . 
have already t aken steps to Studies <X>fidtJcted last year to 
orglinize districts within their determine th@ effeC-1 of contouring 
boundaries. on the yield <Jf':.corn and soybeans 

In tlle United States 45 out ox showed that the pra~tice increased 
the 48 states have now passed soil the average yielil of corn 6.2 bush-
conservation districts laws. The els per acre over !'lots in the same 
states not as yet having passed field run up-and-doWn hill. For 
such laws are 3 New ~gland states soybeans the increase per acre by 
where industry is more important contouring averaged 3.2 bushels. 
than agriculture, Connecticut, Mas- Bankers know that soil erosion 
sachusetts, and New . Hampshire. and depletion liestroy the basic 
There are about 860 s01l conserva t- collateral of the riation. Some years 
ion districts in the United State~> ago. Oklahoma farm~rs employed 
including nearly 500 million a cres- engineers to hold erosion-control 
on 2,301,000 farms. The entire state schools in each county and encour­
of Alabama is included in s01l con~ · aged farmers to borrow terracing 
servation districts. machinery. 

Soil conservation districts puii Last year, Leon McDonald, as-
the soil conservation program on sistant S1ate conservationist of 
a permanent and democratic basis. SCS, talked with Hugh Harrell, 
The policy of the Federal Govern- president of the Oklahoma bankers, 
ment now is to give assistance in who had noticed that farmers in 
soil conservation, only, with a very the districts' were paying off mort- I 
few exceptions, to soil conservation gages. Now the State Bankers As­
districts. . sociation gives a handsome framed 

The people of Dickinson county certificate of award to fanners be­
h ave everything to gain by es- longing to soil-conservation dist­
tablishing a soil conservation dis- ricts who complete their own pro·· 
_~:tr~i~c:_~:t:_. --.!.' ---------r--+--- grams or erosion control. Not just 

PLANS BEING • c.:t*· 
PLETED FOR SOIL 

OONSERVATION WEEK 
---¥+ 

Soil Conservation W:eek in Iowa, 
J une 21 to 26, as proclaimed by 
Gov. Bourke B. Hicken:Wo~er, 
places special emphasis on gettmg 
all farmers, business men, landown­
ets and others acquainted Wlth t~e 
practices that will produce m axi­
m um amounts Of the needed cropf 
cf corn, soybeans, gram, hay an c 
pasture with a minimum of perma· 
nent soil d amage. . 

County Extension Director .Lo~.m 
R ank says that attention in J?tckm : 
son Co~ has been dtrec~eo 
toward ~ :JWactices of contounnJ; 
and p~ting. 

s are at least partl) 

'lone of those <things," the certifi­
cates. Df.\en ~ang on:~ parlor. wall 
to . prove that tire firmer "has 
.sft'(jwn his love for !the · land by 
using it prop.ilr and establishing 
tbe necessar;:9' eonservoation.-practi­
ces, ther!M>y main~ini.ng ~ fer­
tility and inC4easing lhe p uctiv­
ity of his farm. 

There ate now 858 s 
vation districts under the laws of · 
45 states. Nearly half a -billi6n 
acres are included in the 2,301,000 
farms located witbin district h\)un­
daries. In 1937, Arlr.lmsa~ed 
the first law aUOytilg-fa to 
form districts; now~ ~ ex-
cept New Hampsh1 Mllila'achus-

1 etts and Connecti hM. such 
laws. Deleware atJ.d Rliode Island 
passed their enabling acts just re-I cently. · · , 

Thirty-two soil conservation dist­
ricts h ave already been organized 

. in Iowa on a county wide basis, 
and 15 additional counties are now 
takinJ', steps toward organizing 
districts within their boundaries. 



... AND OWNERS TO VOTE ON 
DISTRICT AT EARLY · 

DATE 

On Wed nesday a!t ernoon the pub­
ic h ear ing on establishing a soil 
·onservation district in Dickinson 
:ounty was held before the State 
3oil Conservation Committee, all 
Jf wh om were either present or 
1ad representatives h ere . Over 
125 county residents were present 
besides visitors from adjoinin~ 
counties and from Minnesot~ 
Arguments fer and against the dist 
rict were called for. 

Information on th,e d r:J e ~ 
agricultural land, cur )Jasic eal·,i 
in Dickinson county, by w ind anc 
water erosim , ar d to the c·,~r,nuu: 
vvcdt'.. in our lakes which are silt­
ing up at an appalling rat , and o­
the need for soil conservation 
practices as contouring, grass water­
ways, gully control, etc., was pre­
sented so forcefully by Dickinson 
county resident s that the State 
Ccmmittee w.:sconvinced t.'lat a 
s il conservc.tion dist rict is needed 
~nd desired. 

A soil conservat ion district en­
:-,blns the people t o work cooperat­
ively on a progr am to c:mserve soil 
and water r esources. The responsi. 
bility and government of such a 
program rests in the hands of the 
local people and is not administer-· 
ed by any remote governmental' 

gency. Governmental agencies 
nlv giv e assi,stance. 
The State Committee decided to 

•nnt a r eferendum to the land­
w ners on the question of establish-­
ng a soil conservation district. 
"he c:at e and polling places for this 
e~;; rcndum will b e announced 
I . 

Soil Conservation District to 
j~;~~~'(_/ Be Established in County 

Mee.ting of Landowners Called to Consider the Organization 
ol. .a Soil Cooservation District in Dickinson County, 

11'1 AAA Hall Spirit Lake, Sept. 23rd at 8:39 P. M. . -

Soil conservation work with the in the county court room, and at 
assistance of the Soil Cons!rvation this hearing presided over by a 
Service, United Stat~ Department member of the State committee, 
Of Agriculture has proceeded sue- arguments for or against a district 
cessfully in Dickinson and Emmet and information on the phy.$ical 
counties for about one ahd ·'One- characteristics of the land juAify­
half years. Many farmers bave"been ing a district, may be presented. 
benefitted by •assistance ·received If as a result of the hearing the 1 

in the way of impr69ed fafm plans State Coq1mittee decides that a dist- ' 
designed to conserve soil pro- rict is justified it will call fo.r an 
ductivity, and cPOp yield~ have election at which only land own­
been increased by 'conto!lring, by ers may vote. If at least 65 per 
good crop rotations including a cent of those who vote, vote af­
legume and by pasture improve- firmatively, the State Committee 
ment. It is realized that much more may declare the district legally 1 
of this type of work needs to be established. At this same . election 
done here. three local farmers will be elected I 

However assistance to farmers 1 to the distl'iet gb~g body. 1 

here up t~ this time has been re- · ~ccording · ~o· t~ ~~wa law no 
stricted and is on a temporary sml conservatwn. dlSUJ'It :may vote 
basis. 1\iany Dickinson county far- ~axes, levy spec1al assessn:e.nts . or ; 
mers business and professional and Issue bonds, and all parhc1patwn 
othe~ people, feel that demonstra- 1 in soil con,servation program is 
tions of soil conservation practices voluntary. 
already established have ·so thor- ! ~orty~ve _state~ ~ave passed 
oughly proved their worth that a , soil conservabcm d1stncts . laws and I 
county wide effort should now be there are about 1000 so1l censer­
m ade to extend assistance in es- 1 vation districts in the United States. ,' ltablishing soil conservation practi- One-third of the counties in Iowa 
ces over the county and to make have _alread?' ?rg<lni~e?- :5oil COJ:?­
it permanent. servati~': districts Withm the1r 

As the situation now stands as- bou':d~nes, and more have tak~n 1 
sistance in this area will be term- J prehn:m~ry 10teps toward organiz­
inated within a few months. The mg districts. 
reason for this is that farmers in I A soil conservation district :will 
other areas are urgently request- ~ not onl~ enab_le far.r_ners to. wo~k 
ing such assistance. cooperatively m savmg the1r soil, 

The soil conservation program but will assist t_he comm~i~y aJ:?d 
now. makes the organization of 1 Sta~e Conservatwn . ~ommisswn m 
soil conservation districts under 

1 
savmg the lakes which ;ire a mo~t 

the Iowa law secessary in order. valuable asset not only to this 
that assistance in ·soil conservation state but to the community and 
work m ay be made available and j county. By establishing a soil con- ~ 
extended over the county on .: a se.rv~tion district the people . of 
permanent basis. 1 DICkmson county have everything 

The Dickinson County Fatm Bu- to gain and nothing at all to lose. 
reau Board, the County War Board I . To bri~g the issu_e of :es~blish­
and a number of the Commercial I m_g a soil conservation district for 
Clubs h ave gone on record urging I Dickmson coun_ty beroz:e the pea­
and offering assistance in the or-

1 
ple, a co~ty Wide meeting of lan~­

ganizat ion and establishment of a owners IS called by Mr. LoUIS 
soil conservation district in Dick- Rank, County Extension Directpr, 
ison cbunty. I to be held in the AAA hall at Spirit 

According to the Iowa law petit- Lake on ~eptemb~r 2~rd at 8:30 
ions to the State Soil Conservation p. m. This meetmg Is held es­
Committee appointed by the ov- pecially for township committees 
ernor and confirmed by the Sen- ~ chosen to take care of the petitions 
ate requesting that a district be and car_ry the inforffi:ation to t~e 
authorized, must be signed by at people m the townships. But this 
least 20 per cent, preferable 30 per meetiJ:?g is not restricted to these 
cent, of all owners of land in the corruruttees. All landowners and 
county. others are invited to be present as 

When the petitions are found this is a m atter in which all land­
satisfactory upon examination by own~rs, renters, bus~ness and. pro­
the State committee it will call a fesswnal people Will be VItally 
county wide hearing, usually held interested. 



~first Presbyterian Church 
The Friendly Church 
George Cox, Pastor 

Sunday School 10 a. m. 
Morning Worship is at eleven 

a. m. We are observing Soil Con­
servation Sunday. Sermon theme: 
·'God's Footstool." 

Everybody welcome! 
-~--

~-~..;......=--

receiving 
instructor on how to lay out contour lines with a level. at thtJ ,dE~OD~. 

stration held on the H. G. Shafer farm. 
Left to right. Donald Christ, Lincoln Miller, high school principal, 
Cecil Zahren ·and Arnold Sinning. Donald Christ is assisting on the 
farm, Cecil Zahren and Arnold Sinning are in the Army. 

Many Favor Soil Conservation$­
District in Dickinso·n "'COHn: 

JOE GRAFF CONSTRUCTING 
SOIL CONTOUR SERVICE 

On Tuesday morning with the 
help of the local soil conservation 
service personel, Joe Graff began 
construction of 2500 feet of ter­
races on the field along HiJhway 

PETITION NOW BEING CIR­
CULATED ASKING FOR 

ELECTION ON ISSUE 

No. 9 in the northwest corner of 
----------------• his farm located in section 6 in 
sound movie reels "Save the Soil" Lakeville township. The so-called 
and "The Land" were shown. "Island M_fthod" or "Step-in-Sys­

It was agreed that Dickinson tern" is bemg used, and the work is 
County has so much at stake in its being done with a 2-bottom tractor I 

Over 70 men and women from all soil and its lakes that every ef- plow. 
$)arts of the County attended the fort should be made to conserve Mr. Louis Rank, County Exten­
lineeting at the AAA haTI last Thurs- these vital resources and that a sion Director, says that these are J 

day e:v'Gning to consider the or- soil conservation district be or- the first terraces constructed in 
g:iMzation of a soil conservation ganized. this part of N01;~west1;'en Iowa, 1 
district in Dickinson County in It was agreed that the boundary and as need for more effective 1 
order to extend soil conservation of the district shall be the bound- erosion control becomes apparent, ' 
work to all parts of the County ary of Dickinson County, because more terraces will b.e constructed. 
where needed and to make it every township has erodible land Terraces give all but perfect con­
permanent. In order to make this needing soil conservation practices. trol of runoff and erosion. 
work available to farmers on a It was agreed also that the district He says too that Jo~ ..Jut be glad 
permanent basis, a soil conserya- be called the "Dickinson County to have anyone come dttt to see I 
tion district is a legal necessity. Soil Conservation District." him build his terraces . . He urges 
Otherwise it will be transferred to Three committeemen in each farmers and landowners to look · 
areas where districts already have township are now circulating peti- these terraces over and get an idea 
been established. A soil conser- tions for landowner's signatures. of the real purpose and value in 
Vlation district cannot vote taxes The Iowa Jaw requires the signa- &e:r:miio.n__cnn.tJ=J __ ~------~ 
and special assessments, cannot is- tures of at least 20o/o. The State 
sue bonds, and participation in a Soil Conservation Committee pre- · 
soil conservation program is vol- fers 30 to 35o/o, because it is sig-
untary. nificant of the interest shown in I 

Keen interest was sho"':n at this soil conservation work. Attended Hearing Here 
tmeeting in soil conservatwn work. Th . d t•t· h ld be These from Minnesota attending 
'Sixteen farmers present who are e SJgne pe 1 wns s ou . the soil con91ervation district hear-
contouring spoke of its benefits to I returned to the Farm Bureau Offl~e ng in Spil'lt Lake on .Wednesday 
heir land and·crops. They are, Joe b_y October 9th. When. ~e peh- were M A. Thorcinnson, Extension 
raff, Ora. Gregory, Hadley Shafer, b~ns are properly cerhfJe~ they Con;;er nt" ni.st of University farm; 
erie Bohn, Ed Blackert, Fay Will b~ sent to t~e State Soli Con- 'VIr. ll it ~. District Extension 
ynn, Floyd Woodley, Wayne serv_aho~ Committ~e at the Sta~e Direct r, ·versity farm, b0th of 
stes, Harry Heikens, Nile Wells, CaJ?Jtol m Des Momes for exami- t:be Uni\ r.,sity of Minnesota, St. 
oe Fricke, Carl Sievers, George natiOn and appro~al. . Paul;' Roy E. Bennett, Assistant 
ayou, .James Milholin, 0. W.l A public hearmg then Will be State Conservationist, Soil Conser­

ischer, and J. Justin Rogers. The called the latter yart of November. vation Service, St. Pal.ll; George 
district set-up was explained. Two J after corn huskmg. V. Bowers, District Conservation­
~!Milll!l!!l!!!!!!!!!!!!!!l!!!!!!!!!'!!'!!!!!!!!!J!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!E!!!!!!!!:i!::Ea•••----------...,....,.,_ ,ist or Marshall, and Edward Fred­
"' rickson a citizen of Iceland and 

a graduate student at the Univers-
ity of Minnesota. ~ 



NOTICE OF REFERENDUM 
~ 

STATE SOIL CONSERVATION 
COMMITTEE OF IOWA NOTICE 
OF REFERENDUM ON CREATION 
0 F PROPOSED . DICKINSON 
COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT, ~RACING LANDS 
,LYING~ THE COUNTY OF 
DICKIN IN THE STATE OF 

.IOWA, ALSO ELECTION OF 
OMMISSIONERS FOR THE PRO­
OSED DiSTRICT. 
Tu all owners of lands lying ' 

within ·the proposed Dickinson 1 

County Soil Conservation District, J 
comprising the territory described 
as follows: 

All lands within the bound­
aries of Dickinson County, 
Iowa, exclusive of incorpora~ 
ted cities and towns. 
Notice is hereby given that on 

the 15th day of January, 1944, be­
tween the hours o'f 1:00 P. M. and 
4j00 :P.; M., a referendum will be 
held h\ the said territory upon the 
propesition of the 1:reation of the 
Dickinson County SQ~ Conservation 
District as a governmental sub­
division and a public body, corpor­
ate and politic, under the provis­
ions of, the Soil Conservation Dist­
ricts Law. ot this State, and at the 
;;arne vme il.hd at the same places 
m election ·wm be held for the 
~lection -of tMee commissioners for 
:he pi:ppo»~d :Oickinson County 
Soil anseivation District. 

All owners of lands lying within 
. he above-mentioned territory are 
=ligibla to vote, 

Pol.ling places for the referendum 
and -election are as follows: 

Town Hall in Lake Park. 1 
Excelsior Consolidated School! 

Jlldiijg. . 

~o~:jiScho~:::li::::ort ::::~ 1 uhlding. . 
Town Ball in Milford. ' 
Superior School in Superior. 
North Supericr School. 
AAA Hall in Spirit Lake 
Center School in Lakeville town­

ship. 
Von Sprecken Hardware and Im­

plement Store in Montgomery. 
Coleman Insurance Office in Ter­

ril. 
Eligible voters residing within 

the district shall cast their ballots 
at one of the p«;>lling places. Eligible 
voters not re9iding in the district, 
or who will be absent from the 
district on the day of the referen­
dum and election may apply in 
person or in writing to the county 
audito 'll.t Spirit Lake, Iowa, for 
absent~ 'ballots. Each applicant 
far an absentee ballot shall state 
his n'3lhe, residence, location and 
!!freage of land oy.oned or possessed, 
and interest therein. 
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION 
COMMITTEE. 

By Chris Jensen, Chairman. 
1-2t 

Soil Conservation 
In S it La ' 

istrict anng 
ec. 22 

I ----------------------------
On next wee.. afternoon, Dec. conscrvrtion district must be sent 

22nd, a hen\'lflg •'on establishing a to the St 1:« Ccmmittee. In Dickin­
soil conserva\i'rm district in Dickin- son couo.tt, BS'i;~ of the bndowners 
Slm Cotu~ty wfll be helrl bef0rP t"o signed ·~ petitions. The State 
St··te Soil Conservation District Comm. then calls a public hearing 
Committee. The meeting wu1 ue o~ t~o. ques~ion of the ~eed for a 
held in the county court room be- diStrict. Thrs the hearmg called 
~!inning at 1:30 o'clock. This hear- on next Wednesday afternoon, 
ing is of vital importance to every Decerp}:>er 2~n?, in the county court 
farmer, landowner and business rOOJil m Sp1nt Lake. If the State 
and professional person in Dickin- Committee is impressed at this 
son county. Information on. the dist- hearing_ that a district should be 
rict set-up and what it•can do will organized,. it will call an election. 
be given and everybod~·u be A~ this election the Iowa law per-
given an opportunity to his m1ts only land owners to vote. If 
judgment and ask ques at least 65o/0 of those who vote, 

Work in soil co in favor the organization of a district, 
Dickinson county ng e las! a district ·wm be established. 
two years has pro to ~ so ef- According to the Iowa law no 
fective that most people feel it soil conservation district may vote 
should be made permanent in this taxes, levy special assessmeats, is­
county. Nearly everyone is ac- sue bonds, and going into a soil 
quainted with the results of con- conservation program canbot be 
touring in increasing yields, or pas- ~ade compulsory. A district.govern­
ture improvement in producing mg body of three comzmQ;loners 
more feed from pastures and of will be elected to form, the policy 
grass waterways on gully control. of the district. 
Establishing a soil conservation Members of the State Soil Con­
district is the means set up by the servation District Committee who 
law to put soil conservation work plan to be in Spirit Lake for the 
in any area upon a permanent basis. hearing, or have their represen-

There are now nearly 1000 soil tatives present are Chris H. Jensen, 
conservation districts in 45 out of chairman, of Audobon; Clark A . 
the 48 stat~s . . In_ Iowa 34 counties Huntley of Chariton; Earl Elijah, 
have 01:gamzed dlstriCts and 5 more 1 R K. Bliss, Director of Extension, 
hav~. circ~iil"~J(etitions and 15 I Iowa State College; Harry D. Linn, 
add1tronai "c~ have st~rted State Secretary of Agriculture; 
s n:e 'v¥ onj;4)--nizing districts.! Frank H. Mendell, of Ames, adviser 
Th1s ~ ~portance other to the committee, and Clyd Spry, 

a tell ~ .-oth unties in Iowa I Assistant Secretary of Agriculture, 
laqe ~: .ist organization 'in and Secretary to the committee. 

i{ett,ipg ,'UJ@' job oil conservation Everyone interested directly or 
aone. . I indirectly in Dickinson county is 
. Acc~rdlng to th~ Iowa law petit- urged to attend the hearing in the 
1ons s1gned by at '1east 20</0 of the county court room in Spirit L ake 
land owners requesting a hearing next Wednesday afternoon, D=ce ' 
and election on establishing a soil ber 22nd., beginning at 1:30 o'clo 

MINNESOTA AGRICULTURE ALSO SELECTED THREE I~ 
MEN VISITED COUNH RECTORS AT THE SPECIAL 

nn Tuesd~resentatives of ELECTION ON SATURDAY 
"~'fic··lture flstencies of Cottonwood 
" . 1-t··. Minn. visited Spirit Lake Dickinson county land own 
_,1 Dichnson county to look over voted for the establishment ~ 

o;.r:r s.;il conservation work done county as a soil conS€rvation ... ..,-.­
here. Their purpose was to ~et rict at a special election held 

· f k t Saturday. 
<>n idea of the pattern o wor sm - The unof1lelil tabulation o 
-.blP V> their area. They were par-

t t· n election sho1'<!:11 234 votes were ~ · 
ticuhrly interested in ge mg co - with 210 as fllvdfable and 24 agai~. 
t~uring and terracing started there. The official tabulation will com€' 
They looked over the contoured fr , +be state office, where fhe 
fields on the farms of Merle B<Jhn, 
Ed Blackert and Joe Graff. They L~ ::n.r:r~· every townsh' 
were particularly interested in the in the county participated in 1.h.e 
t~rraces Joe Graff built on his election. The referendum carrieel 
~:rm last fall hi th •· Those in the party were J . s. in every towns p in e coun-.,·. 

AAA The three directors elected were: 
Siewert of Windom, County coa .. 
Chariman, Robert Remick of Wiri- H. G. Shafer, of ~ ... er: 
dom and Hans M. Johnson of Stor- township, with 124~~;;-~~ 
den member of county AAA com- J. H. Graff, of J 
mittee. Herman Vossen, of Win- ship, with 122 
dom. County Agent and Norman R. B. Taylor 
E Boyce of Stcrden. Soil Co'1- sh~,ck~ith 99 
~:rv-,tion Service They also visit- 1 mson . 

d R k and the AAA office.s., seventh c~unty m 
e r _an_ ' the establishment 

vation district. 



We are all vitally interested in the future agriculture of Dickinson 
County and wish to 

Invite Yo to Attend 
The Special 

I eanng District 
which will be held by the State Soil Conservation Comm\tt~e in 

SPIRIT LAKE 

We • ecember 22 
at 1 :30 p. m. in the Court Room of the Court House 

Your families ar.e invited to visit the many business houses and 
look over the elaborate Holiday Displays while you are attend­
ing the hearing. . 

.. . , 
. .. . • < , 

SpitU Uake Commercial Club 
. 

By the Agricultural Committee 



a.B.Ta:t~--t~kplan; J.H. 
and H. their regular 
monthly the town· hall 
of l«!ke Patk Thursday even-
ing, July 27, 1944. 

Notification was received by the 

I commissioners tha.t their district 
program and the work plan were 
received by the U: S. Department 
of Agriculture and the Memoranda 
of Understanding were signed by 
the proper authorities, which pro­
cedure assigns assistance to the 
di~;trict. 
Thl~ commissioners voted to 

adopt · the following · policy w~tb 
reference- to assistance given to 
farmers: 

That hereafter in consideratibn 
of t he'-'assistance given, the farmer 
in turn will sign a farmer-distrirt 
cooperative agreement to follow n 
good land use arid soil numagemeTJt 
plan ·on h is farm. The commJ_:;-

J 
THOlJSAND8 OF ACRES NOW 
UNDER CONTO{ffl. THROUGH­

OUT COUNTY 

Abc.ut 50 ..iarmers in Dickinsol'\ 
coun ,y having sloping · crop lam! 
repurted having contour ed ' n 194f 
about 1000 acres of corn and soy­
beans and between 600 anll ~-oo. 
acres of oats. In view of the fact 
~hat two years ago only 4 farmen; 
1~ the county for the first tiifliP 
d1d conturing on less th a.t1 iOO 
acres . of sloping cropland, this is 
a remarkable. increase and .a 
stron~ indication of the' evet 
creasmg number Of farmers 
are convinced that planting 
tivating and ' 
the level 

, sioners take the position that tli 
~purpose of all assistan,ce given b;st 
pl,l.\)lic agencies is the ·conservation 
of soil and the maintenance antJ is a sound and proffta1'1~ 
even increase of its productivi'tj, According to autht1rit.1ili4i 11_.,., __ 

and therefore all assistance giv€1~ . contoured 
should aid in accompHshihg tb,:1t Iowa in 
objective. If farmers follow soJJ, down hill !'><auoooq-. 

depleting practices it nullifies the of nearly 
benefits of the rssistance given. corn, 

Seventy 'IPWications for ·assist- 1 for soybeans 
pnce in go6d lfi1'ld use embracing per acre for oats. 
15,000 acres h;ure ~n received ancl Dickinson county ~ commit .. 
appr,oved. -But the commissioners teemen estimate' that not n ore 
will r equest ·the .farn.ler to .sigiJ a t~an 5 per cent of the inte)l­
farmer-distri& cooperative agre~- tilled crops planted on slvuin::t 
ment befote further assistance will land was in soybeans, be'!~ms~ 
be given. farmers in general are reluctant 

Assistance during the last three ~0 plant soybeans on slopin_,~ land 
months period has been given ?2 th t th ., 
farmers who agreed to sign farril- rn a ey induce soil washing. ' 
er-district cooperativ~ agreements [f, t~en ~e assume that 9!!% oi I 

;he mtertilled crops cont.oured on I 
for good land· use plans, embrac- 1 · j 
ing over 5,000 acres. ·, ; opmg land, or 950 acres, was 
::____::_::__:_::::_.:.:.::..:.:._::.:.::..;;::..~-------f.'lante? to corn, contouring alone 

mcreased corn production by •lear­
ly 7000 bushels over up-and-down 
hill J?lattting, a very fine total crop 
from. 100 acres of land. An 'ia-· 
~rease of 7 bushels per acre yi.~Jct 
1s a substantial increase of 13M,· 
of the state average yield or 54 
busp.els per acre. # 

In like manner, contouring in-~ 
_ . ~ l creased oat production by ne<Jrly 

L Are y01! g<>ing to will your chl1¢1-14000b.ushels over up-and7dow 1 h ill 
I ren a w:pm-out farm? . Encour~ge 1 ?lantmg. If all ~lopin~ crgp. lar.d 

· by atteridin" the D1st- 'm the county smtable for co•1tour 
conserv "' t · , rict h e ecember 22. were c~n oured m 1944, total crop . 

productwn would have been :mb-
~=::::::;:::_~::__--~=-=~-s.tantially higl'ter, without addt­

twnal cost and effort, and wirh 
far less ~astage of fertile top suil. 
The Ames P_E!Ople predict that in 

1 ~he future the difference in yielcls I 
m favor ot contoured slopin,. J 
fields over up-ana-down hdi 
planted fields will become wider: 
and wider, due to the fact thl(f 
up:and-down hill plaht~d fi~s are~ 
losmg far · more fertile t:op suil 

In 1945 the need for ~tea<:ed 
food produq~on Wi!l b• great. , 
Manppwer $ ~ lltMC" a.o,'l es-· 
se~tial farm machinery will be 
rationed. There will not be 
enough commercial fertilize1·s to 

_go around. Planting crops 0!1 the, 

,', 

SOU.. CONS¥B1i'ATION TOPIC 
STUDY F@ RURAL SCHOOLS 

The reguiir.r meel~i' o~ !he 
, Dickinson County SOU Conser­
. vation Distriet commissioners 
tras ~d tit the town hall in 

e- Pa:rk Thursday afternoon 
Doo.~. ' 

Three applications for assist­
ance were approved, and also 
one cooperative agreement was 
approved and signed. This agree­
ment involved good land use 
through good crop rotation sys­
tem, and a complete drainage 
plan. 

Loren Smiley, the county 
school superintendent, was pres­
ent by invitation and discussed 
district commission assistance to 
the rural schools in bringing 
soil conservation information to 
teachers and pupils. As a re­
sult of this discussion, a sched-
ule of meetings in the schools 
has been drafted, in which mo­
tion pictures or slides illustrate 
soil conservation methods will be 
shown. Also a;rrangements were 
made to assist the 4-H clubs 
in_ their March meeting, which 
will be devoted to soil conserva­
tion. The topic of the Little 
Sioux water-shed was discussed 
and it was proposed that th~ 
survey of the Little Sioux made 
by government engineers some 
years <ago, be continued up 
through Clay, Osceola, Dickinson 
counties in Iowa, and Jackson 
county in Minnesota. · 1 

The commissioners are anxious 
to assis~ farmers in developing 
good soil conservat ion practices 
a nd p rograms on their farms. ' 

They a.I~e : R. B. Taylor, Mil- 1 

ford , chairma n; H. G Shafer 
Milford, and J. H . G.raff , S pirit 
Lake; John Himmel, Spirit Lake, 
locql repr esentative to the soil 
co, '·-vation ser vice; and George 
Bo·-~ ~e. secre tary. 

rJ ' lext meeting' will be Jan. 
25 . Anyone who would like t o 
meet with the commissioners is 
welcome to come to the meeting. 

contour on sloping land will con­
tribute very materially in inccea~­
ing crop production with no ex­
tra requirements on manpower, 

·machinery, fuel and fertiliz~r<;. In 
fact, many .. farmers claim that l·e­

:iJ.uirements of manpower and fuel 
for' contouring is less than for 
up-and-down hill planting, and 
t)1at contouring is easier on ma­
~hinery. 

If Snyone .desires assistance :n 
laying· out contour lines on his 

. farm, he should contact the Dick­
inson County Soil Conservathn 
Pistrict Office, the County Excen­
$ion Office or the County AAA of-

, fice, all in Spirit Lake. Anyo11~ 
of the district commissioners, R. B. 
Taylor, H. G. Shafer and J. H. 
Graff will be able to give iufol'm­
ation about the . · fOil cor.­
t'ervation program.4.! 



lEACO~J, SPIRIT LAKE; , I OWA -- JUNE 10, 1943 

40 Fields Under 
Contour Program 
~~}s Year 
1\-IANY FARMERS ARE TAKING 

ADVANTAGE OF NEW 
SET-UP 

F orty fields on 23 farms in 
Dickinson Coun ty h ave been put. 
in on the contour this spring. This l 
comprises nearly 600 acres in all,1 over 300 acr es in corn, 50 acr es in1 soybeans, 150 ·acres in oats and! 
75 acres in flax . 

Contour farming conserves soil 
and moisture, increases yields, and 
farmers have found that less p ower 
and time are required when farm­
ing on the contour. The im portant 
thing to consider is that the pro­
ductive power of the soil is main­
tained and even increased by th is 
practice, and in creased production 
of food during the war is accom-
p lished. ) 

These demonstrations of contour 
farming are open to inspection by I 
everybody anc! it is hoped that 
the p eople of Dickinson County 
will make an effort to see these · 
demonstrations this spring and / 
summer. Heavy rains already this · 
spring have demonstrated the ef- 1 
fectiveness of conto!fr farming 
over up-and-down hill cultivation. I 
T h e water r un off and soil washing I 
was not n early so severe on con­
toured sloping fields as on those 1 
farmed up-and-down hill. 

The following farmers are con­
touring this "'year: H. G. Shafer, 
Silver Lake Township; George A. 
Mayou, Fay bynn, Cecil R. Sherk, 
Joe Fricke, Grant Clark, Diamond 
Lake' Township; Ed H . Blackert, 
Merle Bohn, Wayne Estes, Spirit 
L ake Township; Conrad Brekke, 
H. J . Anderson and L. R. Rogers, 
Superior Township; Nile H. Wells, 
Floyd Woodley, Carl H . Siever s, 
0 . W. Fischer, J am es Milholim, 
Center Grove Township; Joe Graff, 
Charles Pieper, LeRoy Bush, Lake­
ville Townshfp; Wm. Warnecke, Ora 
M. Gregory, Excelsior Township; 
Pat Ryan, Okoboji Township; and 
Harry Heikens, Jr., Milford Town­
ship. 

Mr. Roy E. Bennett, Assistant 
State Conservationist of St. iPaul, 
Minn, Mr. George V. Bowers, Dist- ' 
rict Conservationist of Marshall; 
Minn. and Mr. Norman E. Boyce, 
Project Conservat,ionist of Storden', 
Minn., all of the Soil Conservation 
Service· were in. ,Spirit Lake and 
Dickinson Co1,1nty -Thursday and : 
Friday. of last, week, to look over 
the soil conserva,tion work being 
carried on in this project area . 

. They were. particulq.rly impress­
ed with the, ease and skill farmers 
here are contouring effectively 
somewhat irregular and difficult 

• ~.. .. :.r 

~. IJ.o~vatmn Men In County 
,.,. . Th;· jeek . f ....... , ... ..... J 

r·. Harry H. Gardner, Chief 

/
Division of Agronomy, Mr. E. A. 
Zack, Field Specialist, and Mr. H . 
H. Morse, Pr?ject Plans Division, 

1all of the Regwnal Office No. 3 Soil 
1Conservation Ser vice, Milwaukee, 
1Wisconsin; Mr. Frank H. Mendell, 
State Conservationist, Soil Conser- ! 
vation Service, and Mr. Lester ! 
f lapp of the Extension Service of 
low a State College both of Ames; • 
pari R. Fritzsche, D!str ict Conser- ~ 

~. tio_nist of Sioux City, were in 
Ickmson and Emmet counties 
ednesday and Thursday to look / 

. ver the program and work of lo 

f:
oil Conservation in this area. , 
heir purpose of th is visit was to 
ppraise the p eculiar problems here 
nd to give assistance in ways and, 
eans of increasing the effective­

ess of the work already started ere. 

Mr. Frank H. Mendell, Assistant 
State Conserv~tionist of Ames, 
p oke at the noon lun cheon of the 
otary Club on some problems in 

lSoil Conserva tion •and some meth­
~ds employed in their solution. 
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SPIRIT LAKE BEACON, SPIRIT LAKE, IOY'IA 
January 14 , 1943 

four -Point Soil 
.Conservation 

Program 
ADOPTED l'OR MEETING 1943 
WARTIME PRODU{JTION GOALS 

IN DICKINSON COUNTY 

The four-point program adopted 
:at the county meeting held in the 
Farm Bureau Office on December 
18th to discuss . the conservation 
practices to be 's~~ bn: the 1943 
wartime producti()D ~- ~eluded 
;the following: ·, 

1. Contour farming 
~aterways. ' • 

2. Pasture improv~which 
i ncludes thorough discing, reseed­
ing, application of fertilizer in the 
early springo controlled livestock 
.grazing, and •mowing weeds during 
.1he bloom stage in the summer. 

3. Plowing under "QQd growths 
·of green manure cr9:N ~ and; , other 
crop residues to furnftllfmucli1need­
,ed organic mattr;:r for the soil. 

4. Control of'·· weeds by using 
clean seed, good cultivation and 
good crop rotati6qs, mowing pas~ 
tures, and spraying. 

This is a sound; long-time soil 
and farm management program, 
and is especially suitable in this 
w artime emergency. The result of 
t his program is to increase produc­
t ion, decrease cost of production, 
save farm labor, time and use of 
equipment. 

There four important practices 
~ill be discussed separately in 
four short -articles in which they 
are explained and. their importance 

. stressed. 
Contour farming will be taken 

up here and the other practices 
will follow in later articles. Con­
tour or level farming on sloping 
land is becoming more and more 
the established practice by farm~ 
ers. Thousands of farmers have 
adopted it as a permanent practice, 
and every year more and more 
farmers are practicing contour 
!arming on their farms. Farmers 
who are following contour farming 
as a regular practice have found it 
to be practical, sound and profit­
able. Nearly all farmers who have 
ever tried it say they will not go 
back to the old w ay of straigh t 
up~and-down hill farming. Contour 
farming is rapidly becoming the 
regular and standard practice on 
all sloping land. 

I In the meeting, . the farmers who 
planted corn on the contour in 
1942 stated that contouring was re­
sponsible for more than a 10-bushel 

additional PQtk into money a\ cur­
rent pr~ 1iould bring in an ad~ 
ditionat ~ato.ooo income to Dickin­
son co~farmers with which to 
purchas~~ ~~nt:ls; , and would 
therefor$ •·~ . Dick:insoxt county 
citizens to meet their quoti!I ''Ot,- war 
bond vurchases. This would be ~e 
case because contouring entails OUQ, 
adqitional expensE? on the contr~, 

per acre increase in corn yield. 
Again each one said that farming 
on the contour was easier than up­
and-down hill farming, and it 
saved power, labor and time. They 
also stated that it prevented water 
run-off and soil washing, and 
saved their soil for abundant fu­
ture production. Also some of 
these farmers were able to reduce 
the number of field operations. 
Difficulty in contouring is more 
imaginary than real, these farmers 
stated. The farmers in Dickinson 
County who practiced contouring 
in 1942 are Joe Graff, Joe Fricke, 
Merle Bohn and Carl Sievers. 

Over in Harrison county, farmers 
who contoured corn ort 18,000 acres 
of land in 1942 estimated a:Q. :in­
creased yield from 6 to 15 b~els 
per acre. Over in Woodbury coun~ 
ty 60 farmers out of about 100 who 
contoured corn in 1941 reported in­
creased yields averaging more than 
9 bushels per acre, and nearly all 
the remainder report some increase 
in yield. Increase in yields from 
20 to 40 bushels of corn per acre 
due to contouring have frequently 
been reported and increases be­
tween 10 and 20 bushels per acre 
are very commort. 

it has proved to ·be cheaper than 
the usual. practkl!~ ' . Simi_!arly ~n- 01 
creased yrelds of ~· oats, 
flax and other crops are 'tieing ob~ 
tained by contour farming. Merle 
Bohn of Spirit Lake obtained a 
soybean yield of 22 bushels per 
acre· on• ·an eroded sloping field by 
drilling the beans on the contour. 
Joe Graff found it very important 
to plow sloping land on the contour 
preparatory to plantin,_., corn the 
following spring. No dead furrows 
are running up-and-down '·'ltlill to 
start gullies. 

It was brought out in the meet­
ing that there are about 80,000 
acres of crop land suitable for con­
touring in Dickinson county. J;n 
conserving this 80,000 acres ot 
crop land for permanent produc~ 
tion, contour cultivation has a 
definite and important · place. It 
was estimated that about 26,QOO 
acres of the sloping land will be 
planted to corn in 1943. 

Assuming that all this corn would 
be planted on the contour and that 
contouring would be responsible 
for the very conservative yield in­
crease of 5 bushels per acre, at 
least 130,000 addiitonal bushels of 
corn could be ra.t!!ed in Dickinson 
·county next year without extra 
labor, power and other equipment. 
It was also brought out that by 
average feeding practices this ex­
tra corn would feed out 4333, 250-
pound additional hogs or 1,082,500 
additional pounds of pork for our 
soldiers and allies. Converting this 

Most rolling fields havit':"ravines 
or draws wh,er~ water ·. tends to 
concentrate. lti~wed and dis­
tributed, gullies :9Vi1I form so they 
cannot be saf~ly ·crossed with ma­
chinery. These draws should be 
seeded and left permanently in 
grass. Contour farming and grassed 
waterways go together. A:A.A soil 
building payments of $1.50 per acre 
will be paid in 1943 to farmers 
planting corn, soybeans, or other 
intertilled crops, and 50 cents per 
acre for seeding small grain crops, 
all on the contour. Also 75 cents 
per 100 linear feet of grassed water­
w.ays established will be paid. 
•" Most farmers will need some as­
sistance in establishing c;.ontour 
lines. This assistance will be avail- " 
able without charge to every farm­
er in the county who wants to do 
contouring next year. Farmers who 
want such assistance sh ould get 
in touch with either Mr. Louis 
Rank, County. Extension Direct.Qr , 
or one of the township A.A.A ·~ 
mitteemen. · 

JOHN HIMMEL, 
Soil Conservationist 

Office opposite Post Office in 
Spirit Lake, telephone< 34. 

Demons t ran on s 
of -coufOuriog 
.. "~Bxt Week 

.. ~~ •. u:.t ··~"'"~~-~3.1./3 
II LARGE ATTENDANCE & MUCH 

INTEREST IN DEMON­
STRATION HELD 

The following schedule of demon­
,strations in methods of laying out 
contour lines for contour · farming 
on sloping land will be held 
throughout Dickinson County next 
week. Everyone interested is in­
,vited to attend. 

Monday, April 26, at 1:30 p. m. on 
the Pat Ryan farm in Okoboji 
township. 

Tuesday, April 27, at 9:30 a.m. on 
the Ed H. Blackert farm in Spirit 
Lake township. The boys in the 
class in Agriculture in the Spirit 
Lake High School plan to at tend 
this demonstration. 

Tuesday, April 27, at 1:30 p. m. on 
the George A. Mayou farm in Dia­
mond Lake township. 

Wednesday, April 28, at 1:30 p. m. 
on the Floyd Woodley farm in Cen­
ter Grove township. Boys of the 
Arnolds Park High School plan to 
attend this demonstration. 

Thursday, April 29, at 9:30 a. m. 
on the H. G. Shafer farm in Silver 
Lake township. Boys of the Lake 
'ark High School plan ,to attend 
his demonstration. 

Friday, April 30, at 1:30 p. m. 
on the Harry Heikens, Jr., farm in 
the Southeastern part of Milford 
township. 

Farmers and others interested in 
methods of laying out contour lines 
for contour farming on sloping land 
are urged to attend the demonstra­
tion most convenient for them . 

Contour farming has a very im­
portant place in increasing pro 
duction today and in a perm anent 
Agriculture. This practice con­
serves moisture and soil fer t ility, 
It increases yields and reduces cost 
of production in saving t ime, labor, 
machinery and power. 



SPIRIT LAKE BEACON, SPIRIT lAKE, IQYA 11-19-42 

Highes.t .cotg"~ .. ;~ld 
DO · Ga.totied Field 

mer. 
Joe said :t;bat this is mont 

than he e~r ; raised before oi1 
field, and out-yielded the 
grown on his other large field 
over 15 bushels per acre. Long 

and down hill, tons and tons of 
valuable tbp soil washed away. i 
This ' serious soil washing reduced 
crop yields on these slopes very 
materially. ' . 

Joe did not harrow after corn 
planting and cultivated the corn 
on this field only twice. It was 
relatively free from weeds. Elim­

cme ha.rrowing and one 
labor, and 

did operat­
~atlln~Wf level. Joe 
~ly ... ci~ and shift 

time resident neighbors said that He said he found corn husking 
this is more .corn than they ha.d on t~tour.. · . a ~nical 
ever seen ra1sed before on th1s pick~;t: . · . . . · "lie sa1d had 
field. he - str'a · ' liP' and down some 

The slope ranges in most place<> of J;hose hills his tractor could 
between seven and twenty per never have pulled the load. Had 
cent, and in manr places top ~oil' he planted his rows straight in 
has worn thin by seJr1o_us eroswn either direction he would have had 
in previous years. Thi~d . shows to travel long distances in the field 
the effects of heavy · Cll'oppmg Jn up hill at low speed, thus con­
the many years before Joe came to suming much extra time and pow­
this farm. · er. He said the time and power 

Joe estimated that contouring gained by contour farming far 
increased the yield at, least twenty outweighs that lost by the few 
bushels of corn pel' acre. On the .point rows that happel',l to occur. 
thinner areas where one o - Then, too, one gains qy producing 
arily would expect a thin.,' ~tter yields of crops and by sa\·· 
with only nubbins · there · mg ohe's soil which represents 
surprisingly full stand capital investment · derived from 
sized ears. hard earned savingf?. Joe said, too, 

During the heavy rains lastr.sum- thatlfoDttwing the curved rows did 
mer very Tittle erosion occ'urred 'pt,Jncotve the . .elf\'ator on the corn­
on this field. The rows and •Uti ~~H!r'- far • ehough in either direc­
tillage operations in level curves ·tion from a line directly over th'! 
around the hill checked water ~ wagon being loaded with corn. He 
off. On other fields with simlM said where curves are quite sharp ~ 
soil types and conditions of slope it is an easy matter to stop thP. 
and erosion where corn was plant- elevator temporarily, until it and 
ed and tillage operations ran up- the wagon line \.!P again. 

e 

SPIRIT lAKE Br:.ACON, 

J oe H. Graff plows tolling· field·, 
on contour to prevent er osion 

rt-~d -save soil. 

IOWA 

e 



SPIRIT LAKE BEACON, SPIRIT LAKE, IOWA. 10-29-42 

Joe H. Graff .Plqws Rolling Field on 
Contorlr· To Prevent Erosimt.illd Savet'Soil 

Scenes of fall plowing'froiling land on the co~trNr. J1R.th.e .Joe H. Graff 
farm about 6 miles west of Spirit Lake on Highway Nq,, _t9. 

- I ·····.·· 
Joe H. Graff, whQ .. lives about ~iddle of the 1.\eld' is where Joe 

six miles west ~f Sp~lt ~ake. along plowed in an uncrossable gully in 
high~ay No. 9 1s. p1o:rl.een~g m the] a draw caused within three years 
ad. optiOn of farmmg practices that of :!,!Jl-,.;lnd~ hill fa~fl~r-: 
"<3'~ ris- •- ~--- ~ --" . rf . 1M SJ:<JWJtat;,.Y"-Hl \1 - t'"'"'J · 

s 

'AepJntes ~=~:rJ::::J~i :.~?w~;N ~~i -loq-z s;~amJuq;:>-smv M.a N , 
~pU.IJ.. UO_gUA\ <JSU;) M.<JN 

' '.I;} 

-pua.tdS am~uw asu;:> MaN 
'M.OJd .lOlJU.lJ.. 

ssa.I~UO:J qn{:J lV II "91 wonoq-z asu;:> MaN 

13 91d 
ilNNV 

au!qwo;:> asu;:> M.a N 

X113NIH:JVW 
G3Sil pue M3N 

'FJUUEq;) 
l.{S!I2U:!{ <ll.{]. UO SJ.U!Od p<!J.1SJA .Kaq]. 
ual.{M. .I<ll.{].<l20J. pua >[<l<lM. e J.Uads 
.Knua;,a.!i ·;:aqJ. ·1-sn2nv U! paJ.e.I 1 , 

-edas a.IaM. aU.I!l e .IOJ ].nq '.Iaq].a2o+ 
SSO.I;>ll ].U<l/4 pue ''UU1Jt\l '2U1U<lUS 
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-
Methods or erosion control and 1 

silt preyention are economical and \ 
have proven profitable ~ry 
farmer who has tried tti~fu. In I 
fact, they have enabled hundreds 
of struggling farmers get back on! 

. .- are contour, or levl'l E • +l-.oir feet. Effective erosion corl-

r ~~~o~ C.Qn t r o I -~~- ~~~11gr!~~m~~r~n~~~!o~~~ : 
A.',.,.· \' ·.•·. ,·,rl:mg; good crop rota-

. .. . ng. several years of 

r~un*· -' ~kes.. ·~~~ ~~:~~1 ::ce:~::~~ 
B • 'i :·tff j!' ture improvement and! 

• . ~ . ol, and lake bank pr9-, 8111 (1 ~·tudand ugh vegetab!e plant-6 G f(J 'me constructiOn work 
FE · . •'too expensive. 

DERAL, ST.Aii;" i~sion centered around . 
ltfEN MAKE .i\ND COUNTY .no_usness of the prob- atory, Milford, Iowa. . . 

THIS ~URVEY /roswn and silting; and Dr. Th~o. L. Jahn, Research D1_v1-
. _ WBa /.butions each of th s on, Umv~ <>t. Iowa Lakeside 

On : ,'ruesday-;- · • ·:i fncies could make in as a1iM,_.Y.i)~or?, Iowa .. 
l~th .w> meeting 0perJiflltn, . Av.gust 1~ citizens of Dickinso B , ,.S~i~el, Chief of Fish ~nd 
Cies Was held in th all .. P.J.lbhc agen-~~·· preserving the . w. ealt . /, ~vlsion, Stat~ ConservatiOn 
the tpil conser~ .e l~al office of resources at their . dis O~lSSion, Des Momes. 
the purpose of a~?n ~~rvice for 1 should remelhber · tha , · Fran~ Starr, Conservation Offi-
and m~ans of a . s~ussmg ways ~~ss prosperity of"t~ com- .er, Milf?rd. .. . 
people m sol~ SSistmg the local ;m Dickinson coUnty de- ~~Rae SJ?s.trom, ConservatiOn Of­
JOr ~roblems 4/fe~~me_ of the ma-/on the preservation of Icer,_ SpU"!t Lake, .s .. ecretary of 
a~d Income of th .hng the wealth /fal and the lake and wild- eetmg. ' ·• 
With lakes an I~ area studded!frces of these regions. . . Clark E: Jacoby, Drainage En-
grounds. d recreational md means of making con- me_er, Soil C::ottservation Service, 

The major · ~ : egwnal Office, · Milwaukee. 
~e:e sheet andprob1ems discussed =arch by Lakeside Labora- :warre~ .:~!!· Chase: Chief of M''ild 
Silting of the la~ully erosion, and ected by the University of 1 Ife . . DIVI .. , ,: Soil Conservation 
ca~: that in 1916 es. Studies indi- • ervice, R . 1 office, Milwaukee 
bOJI W<!s approx·East Lake Oko- uction by Extension Serv- ·_\_Albert · D~dge, Assistant 
deep. Estimates to~ate:ly . 23 fee1A, State Conservation Com- J\l'l.an~ger of .sml Conservation 
deepest point is bay llldicate the I Lakeside Laboratory Per- erviCes Nur~eries, Ames. 
1~ feet. At th' etween 11 and , and Soil Conservation Carl R. Fntzche of the Wood-
Will be onljr Is rate of silting .t 1. • • ry county Soil Con~tion 
East Okoboji .:~~ttr decade untll ~nefit payments by AAA for ~· strict, SioUtC City. . . '"~"~-• 
or marsh where co_me a swamp :onservation Practices Harold A. Hall, Sml.!Consl!rva-
The shallower a ~~~Quitos are bred. /Appropriations by · State · n Service, . Spirit L~e. · 
more rapidly i .t r of watt!!" the .gh Conservation Commission •.'tJohn P. H1mmel, Sml Conserva-
up acc~erated. ~hi~{ate of filling .1keside protectiOn. tton · Service, Spirit Lake. 
do to 'the beach What it will Assistance to farmers by all j August 13. 1942. 

1 camp s~t.:;; along th' property and c agencies in adopting and 

~ 
not b 1i • ' · Is lak r · · h e ong untH''th' e. t. Will 'mg out erosiOn practices and 
ave no value. IS Property wm?lishing wildlife refuge~ on 
Silting in w t ~wise waste areas on their 

not serious has e~ · Okoboji while ts, and in over-all good farm 
at various beach ecome a nuisil.nce .agement plal16. 

~ 
den~s complain es. Summer resi- Coordinating all our efforts 
of Silt coming d of tons and tons che best advantage so that the 
cu_Itivated field own from adjacent dmum amount of good can be 
rams, making ths during . heavy oi?plished. I 
~ach muddy fore ;ater a1dhg the t IS hoped that this meeting will I 

so }~re is com a~s afterwards followed at some later date by 
cloggl!''ig thereby Plai_nt of drain; al groups of resident!, . farmers 
on the lawns of causmg overflow d businessl?en to discuss these 

Many gull' summer homes oblems so vital to their own in-
1 k . Ies fl · · t . a es .. drain 1 owmg into th res s, and pomt out ways and 
fan;ni~ land arfe wat_ersheds 0~ eans . public . agencies can assist 
dramige. way or miles. Th /em m solvmg these problems 
of silt washed sd carry tons and t ese ost effectively. 
s~oping fields own from cuitiva~~ ,Those present at the meeting and 
Pastures. ~ ove1fzraz ~ 'I.e public agencies they repre- II 
~his silt is f . ·~ " e ~nted: are as follows: · 

estima'We val ertde .. top soil of i Loms Rank, County Agent, Spir­
Productfon. It ~ ln agricultllr nl t Lake, Iowa Extel:lsion · Service, 
there over the .:real c~. 'taJ,-.. a ::!hairman of meeting. 
:wa~hed into . ~nd, · · t '. · ~ut A. L. Beverly, Chairman Dickin­
~t Is actually g~lhfs an~c·. ~'en ;on Agricultu:t;el Conservation As­
Is Worse, it bt! es royed anttli ~he~ I sociation and Chairman of U.S.D.A. 
~epreciating an~omes a ~~s ~ War Board, A_rnolds Park.. 1 

,Ional capital . destroymg ~ I Dr. R. L. King, Local D1rector of 
, ~round the lak:nvested in . ..i#d University of Iowa Lakeside Lab-
mt0 dollars With s. _This loss Tl.l11 Continued on Last Page 

SIX figures. S I . 



Lake Park High Sch.ool boys receiving instructions by inst,tqctQr in 
laying out contour lines with an ordinary carpenter's level. !l'he soil 
conservation district hearing in the county court room in Sptrlt Lake 
next Wednesday afternoon, December 22nd is in the interfisi '!(f. bet­
ter public schools and educational opportunities .. 

The Methodist Church ~ ··fM~IQJ~~~~;. Ji;FFECTIVE IN. · · 
Spirit Lake, Iowa-~~ NT •HEAVY RAINS 

J. E. Feller, 1\linister 
11'1. his parable of the soils Jesus 

rought a two-fold lesson on con­
ervation-conservation of the soil 
nd conservation of the soul. In 

day when erosion is seriously 
reatening our heritage of soil and 

haracter we do. well to consider 

~ain the modern lessons of this 
cient parable. By action of the 

hurch Board we are observing 
Soil Conservat~on ~eek at. the ser­
vice of Worsh1p th1s commg Sun­
day. 

Church School 10:00 a. m. 
Divine Worship 11:00 a. m. 
Sermon, ''Conservation-Soil and 

Soul." 
Youth fellowship 7:00 p. m. 
The group will meet at the 

church and will continue the topic 
'Democracy in the Home,' The sub­
ject for this Sunday ev~ng is 
'How do we use our Bibles?" 

~aperior Methodist Chprch 
Rev. c. K. Hudson, Miaister 

Morniung Worship at 10 a. m. 
Sunday School 11 a. m. 

The pastor will have a spedal 
message ill observance of Soil Con­
~>ervation Week, "Faithful to God'::t 
Gift." 

The Ladies society will meet 
Thursday, July 1 with Mrs. Charles 
Tatman. 

The losses of top soil due to the 
Ute intense rains of last Thursdcty 
night and Sunday amply showed 

e need of soil conservation prac· 
tices on sloping clutivated land. The 
local personnel of the Soll Conser­
vation Service took measurements 
of soil losses dtie to Thursday night 
rain alone· on corn fields cultivated 
up and down hill. 

Hera. are some of the figur-es. On 
a 7 o/o slope the top soi1 loss was 
.96 inches; 9<f0 ·slo\>e; .86 inches; 
10% slope 1.25; 13% and 14 per 
cent slopes 1.14 inches. On the 
average this amounted to 1.07 in­
ches of top soil washed away. At 
this rate less than· twelve such 
rains will remove all of the top 
soil 12 inches deep which required 
nearly 850 years for nature- to 
build up. 

The severest erosion on con­
toured fields of corn was found on 
a long 20% sloping field where 
both rains of Thursday night and 
Sunday removed only .2 an inch 
from a small portion of the field. 

Thus soil loss on up and down 
hill cultivated fields was over 
500% more due to Thursday night's 
rain than on contoured cultivated 
fields much steeper due to both 
Thursday night's and Sunday rains. 

These measurements were taken 
in various parts of the county. 

Arnolds Park Mettaoydist Church The ·next day ground where corn 
Rev. C. K. Hudson was cultivated up and down hill 

Sunday School 10 a. m. was hard and dry showing that 
Morning Worship 11 a. m. most of the water ran off, but 
The pastor will have a special where corn was cultivated on the 

message in observance of Soil Con- contour the ground was soft and 
servafion Week, "Faithful to God's moist showing mud!. of the water 
Gtit.i:ifftt:_":.,. ____________ ..J soak9fl. into the soil, 

NOTICE OF HEARING FOR 
SOIL CONSERVATION DIST. 

State Soil Conservation Committee 
of Iowa 

Notice of hearing upon organiza­
tion of proposed Dickinson County 
Soil Conservation District, Embrac-

1 ing Land Lying in Dicki.l:ri.m Coun-
ty. f 

Whereas, on the 18th day o 
November, 1943, there was dul;Y 
filed in the office of the State Soil 
Conservation Committee at Des : 
Moines, Iowa, a petition signed by 
25 or more landowners who repre­
sent 20 per cent or more of t~e 
owners of hnd )Vithin the lim1ts 
of the territory proposed to be 
organized into a district, Pl!rsuant 
to the provisions of the Sml Con- I 
servation Districts Law, Chapter 
125 1 Code of Iowa, 1939, requesting 
the. ~stablishment of the Dickinson 

1 County Soil Conservation District, 

land 
Whereas, the lands described _by 

said petition and other lands :wh1~h 
will be considered for inclusion m 
said district are located in Dickin­
son County, described substantially 
as follows: 

All the land lying within the 1 

boundaries of Dickinson County. \ 
I Now, therefore, notice is hereby ! 
1 given that a public hearing will be I 
held pursuant to the said peti~i?n, 
on the question of the des1rab1hty 

1 and necessity in the inte;rest of the 
health safety and public welfare 
of the' creation of such district;_ on I 
the question of the appropriate 
boundaries to be assigned to such . 
district; upon the propriety of . the 
petition and other proceedmgs 
taken under the said law; and upon j 
all questions relative ·to such in- . 
quiries. The said hearing 1 

will be held by Con-
servation 
of 
Decemb~r. 
p m. o'clock 
Court House 

All owners 
within the limits 
scribed territory, 
terested parties are to at­
tend and will be given opportunity 
to be hearl at the time and place 
hereinbefote specified. 

STATE SOIL CONSERVATION 
coMM'l'!'TE:E. 
By Chi18 H.: Jensen, Chairman. .! 

49-2t 
::::sz 



Contour farming provides more feed for livestock, increases farm 
income. You surely want to leave a fertile fan¢ for your son. The 
soil conservation district hearing in Spirit Lakelim next Wednesday 
afternoon, December 22nd is in the interest of a permanent and pros-
perous agriculture. __ _ 

PROCLAMATIO 
Especially dur· g. ~oil Conser- ~ 

vation Wj:le~ d generally 
throu~ fll': r, Ie-wa citizens 
are upged to "'bMrve Ule fertile 

Iowa has a tremendous responsi- il.eldk·ot our fatlr.!ltlte, the ravages 
'bility .in the nation's food l?roduc- ext. soil. erosion, iitld the inroads , 
ing program and calls for· the maxi• being made ui\<)ll the .fertility 6f 
:mum use of our soil and watet soil through indiscriminate use 
res~mrces. It presents a ~~AAI~ land. They are u~;ged to talk 
to every per90n to ~ oGur 1iiDt with farmers using gO'Od soil con­
lresources in a mannet' that will servation practices and w ·consult 
1>roduce- maximum, ~ of. the with soil conservation · a~thorities 
needed crops o~ ~~· to the end that ultmate prOduction 
grain, hay anci pas~ WUb a will be achieved and our wealth 
miniJn\H& ol. ~dam- in the soil may be maintained. 
:a&e- · , • THER~FORE, I Bourke B. Hick- , 

Etasion, is .a ~ious ~ro)Jem in enlc:ioper. 'Governor, hereby desig­
tibwa. and affects soma<. p&rtion of nate and proclaim the week of 
·almost every coutlty.of ~o-· state. June 2:1 to 26, 1943 as 
-ln times of increased demands for , low.a' Soil CollServatlOn Week I 
food production it can become I earnestly urge all lbwa ~ople 
Il'\Uch more serious unless plans to join in this Wc:\Tt~~ent, 
for proper control measures and to giv~ assistance in passible 
.gOod lapd use and 30il conserving way to this soil~e ~--4 ~ unite 
,practices are adopted. in doing all thi MfU~-'1dr the 

Contour farming shoUld be ap- expansion of Io f 'tn;lgntftcent I 
plied on at least five .million acres production plant. 

J2t corn and soybean ground in IN TESTIMONY"~EOF, I 
Iowa. If this were done, Iowa have hereuntp- set" my bana and 
could produce about o>u,,uuoli,V"VV'I caused to be oaffiked the Great Seal 
bushels more feed for the of the State of Iowa. Done at Des 
for Freedom" effort, through Moines, this 28th day of May, in 
application of this single soil 1Jhe year of our Lord, One Thous-
serv'ing practice. : Nine Hundred and Forty-

SOil _conservation distficts of the State or Iowa the 
JJeen established in 32 and of the Inde-
under the Iowa law; thirteen pendence of the Vnited States the 
these during the calnedar ye~tr of One Hundred ana Sixty-seventh. 
1942. In addition nearly evecy B. B. HICKENLOOPER, 
county has paftic,ipat~. in a· farge G<Jvernor, 
way in the atudy an,d -edoption 

, some soil . son!!erv.f'tiOQ practices 
"'1hese orJaNzapoQJ, w.m"ting with 
'11he State ;&;1 99nsemra\ion Com­
mittee, tlie Soil · C9nservetion Ser­
v-ice the EX~@sio~ ~l!Vite of Iowa 
$,ta~ 'C.oll~ge, • ~eultural Ad-~ 
j~~ellt Jftbriinistr.atton, and other 
Jro'fli\s and agenc1es are helping 
farmers meet 1ihis challenge. 

County Extension 
Rank has tendered 

to the Dickinson 
County Farm Bureau to be~ome 
effective following the Club 'con­
gress show September 1 and 2, to 
accept the secretary-treasurership 
of the National Farm Loan asso­
ciation of Clay and Dtckirl'fitm 
counties. 

Mr. Rank will succeed Pete 
Schneckloth of Spencer, who has 
resigned effective September 1st. 
The office covering the two coun­
ties has been at Spencer, and the 
change will mean thE! eventual 
moving of the R~k family to 
Spencer. • 

I Mr. l{ink has hefd the position 
of county ~gent for the past twelve 
ye~rs, .. during 'w:Qich there has been 
much advancement in both the 1 
Farm Bure;m and the boys and [ 
girls 4-H club work in Dickinson 
county. The Farm Bureau was al­
most at its lowest ebb with be­
tween 200. and 300 members upon 
Mr. Rank's arrival and has been 
advanced to close to 700 this year 
at a much~igher membership fee. 

The Dickinson county permanent 
4-H club grounds has been made 
·a reality under Mr. Rank's leader­
ship, and while the improvements ~ 
have not as yet all been completed, 
the present layout is almost free\ 
from encumbrance, and plans have 
been perfected for further de­
velopment at the end of the war. I 

Mr. and Mrs. Rank and family 
have won many warm friends in 

I Spirit Lake and throughout Dickin­
son county who will regret theiJ 
departure from the co~ 
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Terr_acing 

Advantages to farmers, both in· 
aoll conservation and in avoiding 
:flood damage, will result from 
terracing and contouring rolling 
farm lands, declared Carl Fritz­
IChe, area supervisor of the gov · 
ernment soil co'nservation district 
with headquarters here. 

As an exam:p,le of one farmer''> 
1uccess with soil conservation 
practices Mr. !'ritzsche told of the 
experiences ot Joe H. Graff of 
Dickinson cow:~ty. Mr. Graff owns 
a 320-acre livestock farm which 
is located along the Little Sioux 
river on highway 9, between 
Spirit Lake. and Lake Park. As­
listed by soil technicians he con­
atructed 2,500 feet of terraces with 
a two-bottom farm plow an:l 
tractor in Sept(ilmber, 1943. These 
terraces are the first and only 
terraces constructed on a farm in 
northwestern Iowa, and they had 
a good tryout this spring during 
the heavy rains, said Mr. Fritz­
&che. 

Mr. Graff stated that had it not 
been :for_ his terraces the heavy 
rains would have washed out so 
much of his corn making it neces­
sary to replant. The terraces pro­
tected the sloping cornfields from 
damage by wind and water. Sur­
rounding fields which were not 
terraced but :were pl;ijlted up and. 
down the lflopes, w-. eroded and 
gullied. Com groW'Jttf hi the :fields 
which had not ~ ~~Ul'ed or 
terraced was dama~ ~Y wind­
blown sand and dirt,. ~tlng it 
badly. But on the te~eed and 
contoured fields ext~ moisture 
had been held which ~ into 
the ground keeping it mOist. No 
wind, dirt or sand damaged the 
crop. 

Fields Helpful to 

In addition to his terraces, Mr. 
Graff contours his farm land. He -Photo by Sail Conservation Service. 
said that he has found that con- This Is John W. Smith of Lyons, Neb., shown in his con-
touring saves time, power, equip- toured corn field last fall. He says that conservation farming in­
ment and increases crop yields by creases crop yields, saves soils, requires less power, and reduces 
having soil and moisture. Mr. the consumption of tractor fuel. 
Graff is one of the commissioner~. l==================================== 
of the Dickinson county soil co:r 
servation district. 

• 



and loss of soil on a o/o sloping corn field farmed 
on a farm in Diamond-Lake Township during heavy 

up h . . 
rain 41 Ju~ Come to the soil conservation eanng m 
Spir_it !,J~k't! on next Wednesday, December 2~nd and 
touring can do l,>fe'l.'ent such extravagent s01l 
this 

Contour Work 
Booth Shown 
At Club Show 

erosion. 

shown in 

qcw·n,. hill. 
farming on 

how it prevented 

One farmer who saw the exhibit 
said that he has been observing the 
increase in contour farming in 
areas where it is needed by good 
and prosperous farmers. Many 1 

large farm operators are farming s 
pll their land now on the contour. 1 

Farmers who do custom work 
with machinery combining grain ~ 
and husking corn complain that 
gullies in fields caused by erosion 

GEORGE BOEHMKE 

George Boehmke of Ventura has 
been elected as County Extension 

In view of the severe erosion do more damage to machinery and 
damage to sloping land in Dickin- make custom work more costly than 
son county by melting snow and any other one or a com"8inllt1on of 
ice in the early spring and thel causes. 
heavy rains during the past few Drilling corn is no longer a bar-

1 director for Dickinson county to 
succeed Louis Rank, resigned. Mr. 
Boehmke graduated from the Jowa 
State college in January 1943, and 

y_ears, the Soil Conservation Dist- rner. to contouring because. more • 

l net CommissiOners have decided and· .more farmers are choosmg to 1 

to place greater emphasis on con- dr~~~ because of its profitable-! 
tour farming as an effective mea- n ~ I sure of erosion control. What makes C t~ing has proved its I 
this·. menace of erosion so se~ous ing soil fertility and 
is th~t it is affecting some of our moi "ncreasing crop yields, 
most productive land. For example, In s ip ~er. time aNi machin- 1 

I one farmer who observed the Soil ery o eli1p1etely that the com­
Conservation District exhibit at missioner~ J1av~ decided to make , 
the 4-H Club Congress said that it thf!. c .. uJf .pomt Of attack to the · 
_:;erious erosion took place on one erosioh probl~ in the future. Of 
of his fields in corn with long slopes no minor irrtpm-tance is wind eros­
not over 3 per cent, or 3 feet rise ion which is aJso taking a heavy 
in 100 feet. ThiS' is one of the most I toll of our best land ou .the more 
productive fields on his farm, be- level as well as our more rolling 

. cause drainege i& sufficient, with- areas. Better crop rotations includ-

1 
out water cor.centration as on mote ing legume:, and gra~ are need­
flat land, to stimulate good growth ed to anchor the soil. 
of crops. This farmer then said Farmers who have had experience l 
that if farmers don't do something in contour f ing endorse it as a 1 
effective to stop erosion, within sound an e nomic practice. · 
the next ten years a high percen- · -~ 
tage of. our good land. will cea:;oe I 
to produce. 

These facts led the district com­
missioners to make. the theme of 
the Soil Conservation ·District ex-

1 
hi bit at the 4-H Club Congress 
"Contour Farmi,ng to Control Eros­
ion." The Jpurpofe was to portray 

I the destructive effect on land of up 
and down hill tillage and the con-
ser\'ing effect of contour farming. 

I All the pictures on the walls of the 
booth were taken il Dickinson 
county Some shqwecf erosion and 
washing out <Jf cr s here farm-

has ~nee been employed as County 
4-H club agent in Tama cowitY· 
Mr. Boehmke was active in 4-H 
club work in his home county of 
Cerro Gordo, and was a member 
of the college livestock judging 
team at Iowa State college. He will 
start his work in Dickinson county 
on September 15-th. 

I 



ann •~~romE•n in Dickinson county are interested in 
homes and standard of living. Here are three farm women 

in Grove Township receiving instructions in tli.e use of a level 
for laying out contour lines. Women are cordially invited to attend 
the soil conservation district hearing in the county court room in 
Spirit Lake December %2nd. at 1:30 o'clock. 

R. B. Taylor buys 1st $5 book of Queen votes from A. Johnson, Jr. 

The following applications for 
assistance were approved: V. A. 
Goodell and C. P. Walker of Silver 
Lake township; Joe Bruns of Cen. 
ter Grove township ; Harold Case, 
of Superior township and Herman 
Johnson of Richland township. 

The Commissioners made plans 
to give assistance to the ~H clubs 
of the county in their 1\farch pro­
gram wihch deals with Soil Con­
servation. A number of township 
Farm Bureaus also will make soil 
conservation the chief subject' of 
their March meetings, particularly 
Richland, Superior -and Diamond 
Lake townships. 

Mr. Betts of Des Moines, assist_ 
ant branch manager of the J. I. 
Case company will present colored 
moving pictures with a sountd pro. 
jector, showing the destruction to 
soil by erosion and soil conserva­
tion practices whiCh prevent it, ' at 
four township Farm Bureau and 
4.H club meetings on March 13, 
14, 15 and 16. The public is invited 
to any and .all of these meetin<1s 

SOIL CONSERVATION MEN-Six men who 
attended the Recognition day activities here 
Tuesday in connection with the 1948 permanent 
agriculture program of the Journal-Tribune 
publications and the Chamber of Commerce 

Photo by Newman. Start PhotoC!r~nhAr 

are shown above. From left to right are Roger 
Lathrop, soil conservationist from Primghar; 
Lyle Fogelman of Sutherland, Don Miller of 
Paullina, R. B. Taylor of Milford, George G. 
Rohwer of Paullina and C. E. Watson of Milford. 

EARL BOLES of rural Milford was one of 17 persons attending a public 
meeting Aug. 3 in Milford regarding conservation programs. Hosted by the 
Soil Conservation District, the meeting included the completion of surveys 
about what type of conservation programs should be offered in the future. 
Incentives to encourage conservation tillage, contour farming, strip­
cropping, vegetative cover, waterways, diversions, terraces, water control 
basjps and grade stabilization structures included: cost-sharing, long-term 
low:Tnterest loans, investment tax credit, property tax credit or income tax 
credit. Pros and cons of these possible incentives were discussed, with 
agreement not being reached on any item. It was also noted by some that the 
farmer is being blamed for more than his share of pollution. The input from 
this meeting will be combined with information from similar meetings held 
throughout the state to provide a basis conservation legislation. County soil 
conservationist Clarence Call also discussed The Soil and Water Resources 
Conservation Act of 1977. 
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FOOTINGS - are being formed by the Spencer Construction Co. workman at the site for the new 
water treatment plant for Lake Park. The going has been a little slow because of the intricate detail . 
for foundations for the clarifier, and sand filters, and the maze of underground piping for the build- _.. 
InK. (NEWS PHOTO) 

DAM-CONSTRUCTION - at the west end of the lake is pro­
ceeding ra,pidly and should be finished in another week. The 48-
fnch pipe pictured above runs through the base of the dam, from 
the standpipe in the background which is the overflow that will 
maiDtafn the level of the dam. The dam will be nine feet above the 

top of the standpipe, and will be 14 feet wide at the top and 100 
feet wide at the bottom. A drawdown valve is located behind the 
standpipe and has an inlet about 50 feet to the west so that the pond 
can be drained down at any time. The dam is about 500 yards west 
of north-south road at the extreme west end of the lake. 
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Meeting K&ld at 

Lake Park feb. 22; 
- I The Dick inson County Soil is-

trict Commissione~ R. B. Ta~or. 
Chairman; H. G. Shl)fer and J . H. 
Graff. held their regular monthly 
meeting on Thursday afternoon, 
February 22, 1945, in the Lake 
Park Town Hall. Carl Fritzsche, 
District Conservationist from Sioux 
City and John Himmel of the Spirit 
Lake district off.. were present: 
George Boehnke, County Extension 
Director and Secretary to the Com­
missioners. was unable to be pres-

ent. The commission voted to · paY,1 

toward the sound motion picture 
pro}ector being purchased by the 
:county Farm Bureau, the sum of ' 
$25.00 out of , the prize fund re­
ceived from .. the Soil Conservation 
exhibit at the 4-H Club Congress 
last September.. Th1s pro (ector 
will be very helpful in Soil Conser_ 
vation education. 

The Commissioners also voted 
to purchase 250 letterheads, envel­
opes and postage for district uses. 

The regular meeting of March 22 1 
will be devoted largely .to discus- ' 
sion of the survey of the Little 
SiOUf river watershed made by 
federal engineers under the Flood 
Cort(rol Act of 1936. Clyde Spry, .' 
assistant State Secretary of Agri- \ 
cultype: Frank Mendell, State Con_ I 
servationist at Ames; County Ex- ' 
tension Directors of Clay and Osce­
ola counties and of Jackson county, 
Minnesota and their county soils 
committees, plan to be present at 
this meeting which will be held in 
:Spirit Lake. 

Fb.rmer_Distr ict Cooperative A­
greements providing for good and 
profitable land use were entered 
into with Claude Northey ,of Lake­
ville , townsbiP and Fay X:,nh and 
Kenneth Qamt of Diamond Lake 
towns~ip. 
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53 of 71 Farms Cooperating 
In Silver Lake Watershed Area 

The continued interest in soil 
erosion, and silt control into Sil­
ver Lake is indeed a commend­
able accomplishment, according 
to Walter Thoreson of the Ag­
riculture Department of the Soil 
Conservation Service. "Few 
watersheds in this area of the 
state have made as much pro­
gress in this short period of time. 
Our hope is that in another two­
year period we'll see very little, 
if any, top soil going into Silver 
Lake." 

The structure on the west end 
of Silver Lake takes care of a 
watershed of 2,358 acres and 
should eliminate silting from the 

st. The dam is comprised of 
20,043 cubic yards of dirt. Six­
teen feet of 48 inch pipe riser 
and 116 feet of 36 inch pipe 
barrel (outlet pipe). A draw down 
pipe with valve is also included. 
An emergency spillway on the 
north side of the structure is a 
safety factor in case of a heavy 
downpour of rain, and will handle 
an eight inch deluge or more in 
twenty-four hours. 

The purpose of the dam is to 
prevent silt and pollution from en­
tering Silver Lake and also to be 
used for a rearing pond by the 
state Conservation Commission. 
The pond size will be nine and 
one-half acres. Approximately 
forty acres in pasture will be 
converted into wild life area. 
The Harri's-Lake Park FF A will 
be doing the planting of shrubs 
and trees for the wild life area. 

The entire Silver Lake Water­
shed comprises approximately 
15,000 acres which include 
farms in Osceola and Dickinson 
Counties. There are 72 farms of 
which 53 are Soil Conservation 
-ntst~ooperatOrs c m 
11,000 acres. 15 farms are ter­
racing, 28 are contouring, and24 
farms with established water­
ways. 

The dam was built on land 
~ed from Mr. and Mrs. Clay-

(Continued on Page f) 

WATERSHED ..• 
(Continued from page 1) 

ton Arnold for a twenty-five year 
period to the State Conservation 
commission at no charge. 

The construction was paid on 
a cost share basis with the state 
Conservation Commission con­
tributing $6,000, Federal ACP 
$500 Lake Park Utilities Board 
$3 000 and $1,000 by the Silver 
L~e improvement Corporation 
through dues and donations from 
the citizens of Lake Park. ~ 
..,,,,,,,,,,,~ 
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Conference Board Files 
For County Soil Survey 

Local, State and Federal 
officials gathered at Marble 

, Beach State Park on April14 to 
officially signal the beginning of 
the Standard Soil Survey in 
Dickinson County. 

Jim Yunclas, Dickinson 
County Extension Director 
presiding over the ceremony, 
asked several individuals for 
comments regarding their 
involvement in the Survey. · 
Leonard Stransky, representing 
the Dickinson County Board of 
Sppervisors, commented about 
funding of the project from 
County, State and Federal 
governments. He received 
some of the information in the 
last survey from 1924 and noted 
the value of the new survey for 
the assessor's office and in 
establishing capability of the 
land. Ernest Skow, represen­
ting County Soil Conservation 
District, said they were very 
pleased with the cooperation 
received from local officials in 
being willing to cooperate with 
making the survev. He also 
noted he had received com­
ments from State Represen­
tative, Ingwer Hansen and Don 
Spencer and Senator Irvin 
Bergman commenting the 
value of the survey. 

Clayton Hodgen, Agriculture 
Representative for U.S. 
Congressman Berkley Bedell, 
gave a statement sent by 
Representative Bedell af­
fi~ ~e importance ~f our 

land resources and the im­
portance of maintaining it. 

~epresenting Iowa State 
University were Dr. John 
Pesek, Head of the Agronomy 
Department, Dr. William Osh­
wald, Assistant Dean of Ex­
tension and Toni Fenton 
Professor of Soils. ' 

Commentrng on behalf of the 
Soil Conservation Service were 
Leon Foderberg, Resource 
Conservationist, John Woster 
Soil Scientist and Gilbert 
Landtiser, State Soil Scientist. 

· They noted the importance of 
the soil survey in developing 
conservation practices for the 
land. Also they mentioned there 
are very few counties in the 
state who haven't' soil surveys 
completed or planned soon. 

Jerry Norland, member of the 
State S.C.S. board, noted the 
entire State should have new 
soil surveys by 1986. He said 
presently eight counties have 
not submitted agreements for 
surveys. 

Following com'ments 
regarding the soil survey 
Wayne Dankert, Party Leader 
for the project, introduced his 
assistants Larry Hansen and 
8on Reckner who will be doing 

. the survey in Dickinson County. 
T~ey demonstrated how tqe 
soils are classified and mapped. 
Dankert noted the field work to 
complete the survey will take 
about three years. 

OFFER LAKES 
AID PROPOSALS 

(The Relllster's Iowa News Service) 

SPIRIT LAKE, IA. - Recom­
mendations of plans for the 4lm­
provement and preservation of 
1 a k e s . East Okoboji, Min­
newashta and Upper and Lower 
Gar were presented to the 
~oard of directors of the East 
Okoboji Improvement CorpO­
ration recently by Clarence 
Call, head ,of the Dickinson 
::ounty Soil Conservation Serv­
ice, and Ed Purdy, member of 
the corporation board who has 
been undertaking a study of 
dredging of the lakes. 

Call recommended the erec­
tion of earthen dams at the 
~le~ to East Okoboji as an ef­
'~ctiVe method of preventing 
Silt from surrounding farm 
lands entering the water. He 
indicated the possibility that 
federal and state funds may be 
available. 

The advisability of dredging 
the navigational channels of 
the four lakes has been under 
study for some time. Purdy 
reported that the State Con­
servation Commission has 
funds earmarked for dredging 
purposes. 

. He. said, however, that prior­
Ity Will be given to areas which 
present the greatest need. It is 
not known whether the project 
here would receive prime con­
sideration. 

-~ Leslie Licklider, Cherokee a 
member of the State c'on• 
servation Commission, will at­

-tend the next meeting of the 
' corporation scheduled for Jan. 
18 at 7:30p.m. at the State fish 

I hatchery. He will outline the 
; ~ommission's position on dredg­
mg as well as other matters 
pertaining to the lakes here. He 
will be available to answer 

l questions posed by those in at-' 
_ tendance. · 

A soil survey is upcoming for 
Dickinson County - - but is pro­
bably four or five years away. 

At a special meeting of the 
Dickinson County Conference 
Board last Thursday, a "letter 
of intent" was drafted stating the 
county desires to enter into an 

. agreement with the Iowa Soil 
Conservation Commission to con­
duct the special soil survey. 

The Conference Board is com­
posed of the three-man board of 
supervisors, county board of edu­
cation (five), and 11 mayors of 
county municipalities. Assessor 
Elwood Cook is clerk. 

Cook said the cost of the sur­
vey would be approximately 
$115,500, and financing is a co­
operative effort with local, state 
and federal funds divided equal­
ly to meet the cost. Dickinson 
County's share would amount to 
about $38,000, and Cook stated 
this would be realized through 
special assessment over a four-' 
year period to start when the sur­
vey begins. 

"With the present surveys in 
progress, actual field work on 
the Dickinson County project will 
probably not start before 1975," 
the assessor remarked. 

****** 
Minoru Amemiya, agronomist 

from Iowa State University, told 
the Conference Board and other 
interested individuals from coun­
ty agencies and groups atameet­
ing Dec. 7, 1970: "A soil survey 
is a recording of basic soil facts 
for a particular area . . This in­
cludes maps drawn on aerial pho­
tographs showing each kind of 
soil and a report describing pre­
cisely the characteristics of 
ea.eh-. It gives specific fn!orma­
t\Qll .and ,.uggestions abQut tbe 
best use of each soil for crops, 
pasture or trees. Included, too, 
is information on yielding capa­
city of the soils and their en­
gineering characteristics." 

Amemiya emphasized that the 
soil surveys were valuable to 
many people and were used for 
purposes other than makingfarm 
conservation plans. He stated a 
few specific examples: engineer­
ing in road construction, land 
appraisal for credit purposes, 
tax assessments and equaliza­
tion, fertilizer and chemical deal­
ers for proper chemical recom­
mendations and potential mar­
kets, zoning and planning com­
missions for land use develop­
ment, investors in determining 
soundness of proposed invest­
ments in land. 

***~'** 
Amemiya stated the last soil 

survey for Dickinson County was 
completed in 1920. He said since 
this time much information has 
been learned about various soils 
in the area that were not includ­
ed in the original survey. The 
original survey included about 
20 different soil characteristics 
mapped in units of 40 acres or 
larger. 

It was pointed out a new soil 
survey would involve approxi­
mately 150-->vaFiaus-- soil- char­
acteristics mapped in units down 
to 2' acres in area. Also a new 
study would include the slope 
of the land and the degree of 
erosion of the soil. 

Wilson Moon, state conserva­
tionist for the Conservation Ser­
vice, discussed the overall pro­
gress of soil surveys in the 
state. He pointed out that pres­
ently there are 30 counties with 
new soil surveys completed, 19 
counties with surveys in pro­
gress and 16 counties scheduled 
to begin new soil surveys. 

• 
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Weather halts 

· · soil surveying; 

scientists note 
summer progress 

Field work associated with the soil 
::survey in Dickinson County has ended 
· for the year because of weather con­
. ditions and this year's mapping is now 

being inked. Soil scientists mapped 
Lloyd Township and the south half of 
Richland Township during spring and 
early summer. Since then they have 
mapped the majority of Excelsior and 
Silver Lake Townships. Also completed 
were portions of extreme western 
Diamond Lake and Lakeville Town­
ships. By the end of next year, the 
survey crew plans to have the soils of 
Dickinson County mapped except for a 
part of Superior Township. 

Soil maps can be seen at the Soil 
Conservation Service Office in Spirit 
Lake. The men will individually explairt 
soil maps and discuss specific 
management problems. 
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95% Land in Watershed U 

c I 
" 

SILVER LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT- The Silver Lake Water­
shed District, which encompasses 12,727 acres to the north and 
west of Silver Lake, currently has nearly 95 per cent (or 12,000 
acres) of the total area involved in the process of having farm 
land under a soil conservation program within the next few years. 

Of the 66 landowners involved, 58 are cooperators with the Soil 
Conservation Service program and many of the conservation prac­
tices are already in use. The watershed district is now one year 
old, and the entire program set up by the SCS offices will be a 
continuing program to help control the siltation of Silver Lake. 

er Conservation Practices 
Nearly 95 per cent of the total 

watershed area within the Sil­
ver Lake Watershed District 1s 
currently signed up to assist in 
controlling the siltation of Silver 
Lake, it was announced this week 
by Don McKinney, chairman of the 
Soil Conservation Committee of 
the Silver Lake Improvement or­
ganization. 

McKinney noted thatofthetotal 
12,727 acres within the Silver 
Lake Watershed ·District, nearly 
12,000 acres are signed up for 
conservation measures, and of 
the 66 landowners within the dis­
trict, 58 are cooperators with the 
program. 

On March 13, 1967, the Silver 
Lake Watershed was established, 

Review of Watershed Activities Dt~ring Year 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
and at that time, approximately 
70 per cent of the landowners 
within the district were cooper­
ators with the Soil Conservation 
Service program. 

During the past year, water­
shed directors proposed a "SP­
ecial project" for the watershed 
whereby Agricultural Conservat­
ion Practice (ACP) payments 
would assist area farmers in de­
fraying costs of installing con­
servation practices on their 
farms. Under the proposed pro­
gram, ACP payments would have 
amounted to 80 per cent and the 

State Conservation Commission 
would provide an additional 10 
per cent for a total of 90 per­
cent to be paid for by state and 
federal funds. However, at the 
present time, the proposal has 
been rejected. According to Mc­
Kinney, no reason was given for 
the rejection. 

However, in January, funds for 
development of conservationpra,.. 
ctices was made availabletopro­
perty owners under an agreement 
signed by the District Soil Com­
missioners and the State Conser­
vation Commission. Under this 

agreement, farmers or landow­
ners in an organized watershed 
district pay 15 per cent of con­
servation practices costs, and 
ACP payments and money from. 
the state Conservation Commis­
sion pays the remaining 85 per­
cent. On this cost-share basis, 
the cost of a single structure can­
nnt exceP.d $2.500. 

Several weeks ago, a meeting of 
members of the watershed dis­
trict was held, with about 40 per­
sons attending. William Blahauv­
iez, chairman of the committee, 
noted that the purpose of the ses­
sion was to explain the newly 
signed agreement on conservat­
ion. Members of the State Con-

(Continued on Page 2) 

UNCH PROGRAM . SHORT 
emphill Is 
ppointed to 

School Board 
Bill Hemphill was adminis­

tered the oath of office as a new 
member of the Harris-Lake Park 
Community Schools board ofedu­
cation at the regular monthly 

of the board Mondav mor-
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get coal enough to keep warm. 
We were given to understand on 

Wednesday that another brick 
building would be erected here 
this summer. Our informant was 
little shy about saying what the 
building would be used for. 

The electors voted $800 a 
school house tax last ~onday. 

Oyster supper to-morrownight 
25 cents. 

NEWS 
OF 
THE 

STATE 

Starting April 1, it will be 
much easier for Iowans to be­
come eligible for Aid to Depen­
dent Children (ADC) benefits. On 
the strength of an applicant's sig­
nature, he will beg.!n drawing 
assistance within a few days. 
This is the same procedure now 
being used in programs for old 
age assistance, aid to the blind 
and disabled and medical assis­
tance-. 

Under the old method a person 
applying for ADC was required 
to show proof of age, residence 
and eligibility before he could be 
certified for assistance. Robert 
Hyde, chief of planning for the 
Department of Social Welfare, 
said, he always considered "that 
attitude an infringement on human 
dignity." 

Verification often took the al­
lowable maximum of 90 days, he 
observed, Now with the declara­
tion process, the maximum time 
allowed for verification is 15 
days and Hyde says most appli­
cants will begin receiving aid 
within two or three days. 

FREEZE 
~aurice A. Harmon, Iowa's 

newly appointed director of so­
cial services, would like to see 
a two-year delay in the imple­
mentation of the federal "freeze" 
order on Aid to Dependent Chil­
dren case. The new regulation, 
aimed at curbing state-supported 
illegitimacy among welfare moth­
ers, is scheduled to go into ef­
fect July 1. Harmon thinks the 
states need more time to prepare 
for the financial implications that 
will result from the regulation. 

The new law freezes federal 

reimbursement of payments to 
abandoned or unwed mothers at 
its current level. The restriction 
is a reaction by Congress to the 
unmarried welfare mother who 
continues to bear children. 

However, the freeze order will 
'lffect payments totheothermoth­
ers on ADC who are widowed, 
divorced, separated or whose 
husbands are in prison. The ef­
fect of the law in Iowa could 
mean a reduction in all ADC 
payments by $31.25 a case start­
ing this July. 

LIQUOR 
Another countrywide referen­

dum has been held on liquor-by­
the-drink. And the voters of Lu­
cas county have voted 1,685 to 
1,298 to go "wet." In a simi­
lar election five years ago Lu­
cas County voted dry, 1,370 to 
1,179. 

complishments toward con­
trolling the silt flow into Silver 
Lake. Of the 66 landowners with­
in the watershed area, 58 are co­
operators and represent nearly 
90 per cent of the landowners. 
All but 800 acres of the 12,727 
acres within the district either 
have or will have conservation 
practices within the next few 
years. This represents approxi­
mately 94 per cent of the land 
area. 

Practices which have all ready 
been established include: 17 mi­
les of terraces, 50 acres of water­
ways, 16 areas of wildlife refuge, 
one gully control structure and 
3,000 acres of contouring. 

In addition, nine new members 
have signed up for terraces and 
a 22-foot gully control structure 
has been proposed at the west 
end of Silver Lake on the C.E. 
Arnold farm. If approved, the 
area will serve as a game rs­
serve and create a 7 to 9 acre 
pond. 

The liquor election was the 
fourth in the state this year. In 
the others, ~ahaska and Madi­
son voted wet and Lyon County 
voted to remain dry, although the 
result of that election is being L u n c h .. 
contested. 

FEED GRAIN (Continued from Page 1) 
Fred R. McLain, Chairman of reimbursements, $4,264.40 and 

the Iowa ASC State Committee other income, $16.80. Total in­
reports that 78,792 Iowa farm- .. come amounted to $26,403.20 and 
ers have signed intentions to par.!''~tal cash available was listed as 
ticipate in the Agriculture De- $26,993.79. 
partment's voluntary 1968 feed Expenses as of March 1, 1968 
grain program. These farm- were broken down as follows: 
ers intend to divert 2,576,429 food, $20,312.22; labor, $7, 
acres from corn and grain sor- 993.81; equipment and repairs, 
ghum production, or 19% of the 
state's total feed grain base. 

A year ago, 91,110 Iowa farm­
ers said they planned on diverting 
1, 757,602 acres. "Although there 
are 800,000 more acres intended 
for diversion now than atthecor­
responding time last year, the 
farmers who stay out and ~ver­
plant their bases can easily wipe 
out any benefit gained," asserted 
McLain. 

Watershed--
(Continued from Page 1) 

servation Commission were pre­
sent to explain the facts of the 
cost-share program. Members of 
sse present Everett Pierce, SUP­

ervisor of erosion control; Or­
ville Johnson, water safety offi­
cer; Lewis Boers, water super­
visor and Harold Johnson, dis­
trict game manager. 

Since its conception a year 
ago, the Silver Lake Watershed 
Committee has noted many ac-

BOOST 
YOUR 

was set for 
eting. Items 
special 
aluation 
ments for 

R. J. 

Dr. 
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DICKINSON COUNTY EXTENSION AGENT JIM that will make available to all residents information 

YUNGCLAS addressed officials from Iowa State concerning the make-up of their soil. This information will 
University, state conservationist, and county officials at be useful in determining how land should be farmed and if 
the "Last Acre" ceremony last week. The ceremony it should be farmed. 
represented the completion of a countywide soil survey 
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By- '!alter , eiss -

lrr i a tion i l3 no lo ng(:r an x.:r~- r imen t with em + ... 
m1 1 r - o ra tor of l6J · cres of land ne r ilford , in ~icKinson 

County , Im.a . ith 90 ucr s of t.ne 160 und rl id it 1 .... nd 

nn , ct.vel at , ... to 36 inches,Clem has made iiri ation 1·e -

gu la r pur t of i s f rm in o t.. ro. t i one • 

nly t ic in th . as t 19 ye· rs , <. ccording to r t..s t 

e stri uttG G · in · -l :for 

tn cro L on nis rirm. 

· 30 bushel .;er acre corn yield on affa.lf± rouml in 1S48-

on of .Iowa's a t co_rn y.cars- convinced r ust th t ore 

wat r at critic 1 r i o d s ·c... s , t n i ~ c r o s mu s 1a v e , . art -

icu urly on tnu 1 nd ~..<nd rlaid w: n .... and nd ravel . Corn , 

ate , .asture ond huyland c~ve been irr i gated ove t ~ ~ et 

four years . A eactl irri tion , rc urdl~.ss o t. . era , t·w 

nc es of 'ater is a ~lied . 

In 1949 r luat irrig&t a 18 acres of cern nn 14 acr 

of a fa • .~.he 18 .... cr~ o corn w ic, •· v i 1 > 'ti d t~ ic 



I.Jage 2 l'nort. son - ~. i ss 

went 90 bushels 1)er a c:ce. This was an i nc e of 50 t o 60 

bushel s per acre oTe r the lc;;48 yiel d. . 'the :firs t irrig<. t ion was 

at laying-by time and the sec ond a t tasseling time. 'i'he 14 

a cres of alfalfa produced 50 to 6 0 p~rcent mo e hay be cause 

of tue irrigc t i on. 

In 1 950 th6 irriga t ed oa t s on u e Dust f arm yi€ld~d 90 
~ 

bushe l s _per a c re . This was an i ncrease of 40 bushels J:ler'l o'IJer 

oa t s no t i rriba t e d. Beca a se of an ear ly fros t in 1950 t h 

irri ··c:. t ed corn was no t t oO go od . 

~~e'VJ t ile abundance of rainfall in 1951 no irr i ga tin& 

was n cessary <>n the Dust fc. r m. 

80 t o 90 acres~f corn, oat a , hay and astur e w45 irriga t ed 

in 1952 . The two inches of wa t e r a lied on t ne oa t s t hrough 

one i r i Gc.... ti on t he las t of May resu l t ed i n E:n aver· ge yield 

of 90 bushels Jer a cre, when the Dick i nson Count y aT~ragu was 

30 to 35 bushels per a c re . The 1952 corn on tn liLht so i l 

nly ce , a t t&.s se l i n 

average of 105 bushe l s per a cr e. ~rior t o irri gati on 40 bu shels 

per a cr e was c onsi der ed a very co od yield on t np$ land . On s ome 

heayi e r bottomland s oi l · long the ortek t ha t was not i rri ,ated 

t he c orn a veraged 60 bushels per a ore i n 1 52 . 

The i rr i ga t ing equ i pment olfi t he Dust fl,\rm consis t s of 

4930 fee t of a luminiampi pe . The p i pe comes i n 20 foot S(.Ct ions and 

range s in s i ze from 3 to 6 i nches in di ameter. The ma i n and 

t he firs t 1 5 or 16 sect i ons of t he laterals are 6 inches i n 

di ame t er. The adda t iona l l aterals are 5 , 4 , &nd 3 inc hes in 

s i ze and are c onm cted in t na t order . 



3 "'n rc n • .e i ss 

1l'hf..re is enough _pi e to .reuc approxima t 1 · rode " ith t 1 

lo. t,t;;rr.~.ls . The two shut off i n order 

teLa t one lateral can st-r in ling ~·hi le tn other 0!1e i < 

shut of1 sot te pip can b. oved to & news ttin and visa 

ersa . 

5 inch pump o p r t d ·,•'!i t b. a 

liver :0 to 900 gallons of Wi ter 

engine 

r inu 

ic ill de -

i s u u e d • 1 h ' c te r 

i ~mped from t. c e K d ich runs t troug th f· r The 

inch sl:'rinklers used v ill s rin.l{l. and ar a 80 f et v. ide . i th 

this equipment , thre hours i s required t a J~ly ttw tv o 

inches o1 ~:ater at any one ettin • 

..lr ust , a coo~-e .... ator wit.J. th iC.l{in on Count; o0il 

servation District uses pn0s hate- i'e t.i lz€r -on his- ne 

s edi s but .us a ule t b not. used aommer ~cu~ f rt i iz r o J 

nis corn • . i t• t e oisture 0 lcmw c tty ~t;; 1 bolv d , ~1~ 

• plans to ry f rtilizer on all th ere ,rown and in reater 

pur acre . 

C .ell , tne 12 ye~.r old son of r . & r~ . Cl m ~st mor, 

or 1 s~ 1as t.a en ov r tn i .... riga.t·on joo on h furm . t ;; n 

and hus done t.h whole job of irri; tiDIJ alone . 

T 1 equip:n nt 1 icn i 1( 9 t u cost o 

?500 doll· rs h' ;.:; }aia for i self t e t r e crop sc' ons u e:d . 

r "'"t feels t1at iL L ... cons ... vativ w n n t. t~ ~1 t yield 

inc e· s s ~hrougn L·ri c...tJ.on bave av rag d 50 bush 1 on corn , 

4 uu~hels o oat~ , 50 to 60 erc~nt or ~y ~nd 1asture c·rrying 

J. rta e o hay , 11'=" tur or ~.:;r' in uec· ust. o o.c c1 moistur 
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are a t ing of the :pao t_ because it rains wnen the s un shin€ a 

on the @lem ~at f arm. 
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ENDORSE COUNTY CO~SERVA :no~sl B~~!~sed t~e=o~~:e~ County Conservatio~~~~r: ~:e~~~:: 

I Best Conservation 
Program Winners 
In County Named 

Winners of the Sioux City Per­
manent Agriculture Program in 
Dickinson County were announc­
ed this week by Walter Thoreson, 
Dicl<inson County Soil Conserva­
tkut(lt. 

F 

best soil eonservatfon programs 
in the county were those of Ed 
Wollner (Lloyd Township) and 
Neal Eakin (Diamond Lake To~n­
ship) and Jim Long (Excelsior 
Township). These farms will now 
compete in the area contest, 
which includes all of Northwest 
Iowa. This annual event is spon­
sored by the Sioux City Cham­
ber of Commerce and Sioux City 
Journal and Tribune. 

Judges for this year's conte.st 
were: William J. Johnson, Mil­
ford · Ernest Skow, Lake Park; 
Clai~e Champine, Spirit Lake. 
Judging was by air with Robert 
Ingwerson, district com m is­
sioner, as the pilot. 

Lake Improv?ment Cor~ra~~~s~?~;~~e ;rposal on the general electio:t::;;~: ~~v;CS; Moen, a~ea 
all area residents to vo e f 1 ft Walt Thorenson, work conserv d D B A l ce. Standing 
the meeting were, seated rom Kie , Al Myrick, Mayor Paul Thorn an r. . . ews Photo) 
conservationist for SCS, Don Me nney' Milt Thieman and Maynard Johnson. 
are Allen Arnold , Carl Gochanuer, 

Co 1mission Move to Slow Silt tion, Pollution .... 

State Watershed A 
Funds for development of con­

servation practices on the water­
sheds of six natural lakes in the 
Iowa Great Lakes Region are 
available to property owners un­
der an agreement with the State 
Conservation Commission signed 

' 

last week. established by the Dick son 
These state funds under the- County Soil Conservation 

new "memorandum of under- trict. 
standing" are in addition to and The agreement was enter in-~ 
supplement the Federal Agricul- to by the Dickinson County Soil 
tural Conservation payment on Conservation District andl the 
approved conservation practices State Conservation Commi 

OHe 
at a meeting Jan. 18. Pres t 
were District Chairman Ern t 
Skow, Commissioners Andr ew 
Hoffman, Robert Fitzpatri , 
Robert Ingwersen; the State C -
servation Commission was r 
resented by Everett Pierce, a 
Conservation Officer Mike Ash 
also present · were Extensi 
Director Doyle Gorden, U.S. 
Conservationists Walter Thor 
son and Adolph Ladegaard. 

Land within the watersheds I 
Silver, Big Spirit, East Okoboj 
West Okoboji, Upper and Low 
Gar and Minnewashta Lakes, is 
eligible for the supplemen 
funds. 

These incentive payments are 
designud to speed up conservation 
programs to prevent siltation and 
pollution entering these state­
owned lakes. Farmers (district 
cooperators) can apply for this 
cost-share through the Dickinson 
County Soil Conservation Dis­
trict. 

BIG STEP FORWARD-A memorandum of understanding was worked out by this group of 
conservationists last week whereby funds will be made available to farmers on watershed areas, of 
natural lakes to develop conservation practices. Seated from left are Conservation District Com. 
missioners Robert Fitzpatrick and Andrew Hoffman, Clerk Beverly Beers, Adolph Ladegaard of 
the SCS, Commissioners Robert Ingwersen and Chairman Ernest Skow. Standing from left are 
Everett Pierce of the State Conservation Commission, Conservation Officer Mike Ashby, Exten· 
sion Service Director Doyle Gorden and Walter Thoreson of the SCS. (Beacon Photo) 

In other routine business, the 
district board approve nine basic 
farm plans for Edward Heikens 
(three farms), John Webster Cory 
Raymond Holle, Mervin Miller, 
U.L.C. Syn<>d in Iowa, William 
Boettcher and LeRoy Welle. A 
sistance grants also we~ 
approved for Welle, in Okobofr 
Township, and Donald Gruhn i 

SuperiorTo:w~n=s~h~ip~·::::::::::~----------~----------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------------~-



ENDORSE COUNTY CONSERVATION BOARD - Members of the board of directors of the Silver 
Lake Improvement Corporation unanimously endorsed the proposed County Conservation board and urged 
all area residents to vote "Yes" for the porposal on the general election ballot NovembEl- 5. Attending 
the meeting were, seated from left, Walt Thorenson, work conservationist for SCS; I Moen, area 

. conservationist for SCS, Don McKinney, Al Myrick, Mayor Paul Thorn and Dr. B.A. l ce. Standing 
are Allen Arnold , Carl Gochanuer, Milt Thieman and Maynard .Johnson. ·ews Photo) 

vv 
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e with fixed object 9 
e with motorcycle 3 
e with pedestrian 0 
e with truck 18 
to the location of the acci-

61 were in the business 
and 25 in residential; more 
~ mishaps occurred in the 
hours _ 58; 23 were in the 

s. 
the drivers involved 104 
residents of the county, 51 
from out of county; 114 were 
and 41 were female. 
llar damage resulting from 
ccidents totaled $23,379, not 
ding any lawsuits, compared 
13,349 in 1966. Forty-two 
ges were filed as the result 
_e accidents last year, com­
d to 21 the year before. 

llogist Takes 
diana Position 

Best Conservation 
Program Winners 
In County Named 

best soil conservation programs 
in the county were those of Ed 
Wollner (Lloyd Township) and 
Neal Eakin (Diamond Lake Town­
ship) and Jim Long (Excelsior 
-Township). These farms will now 
compete in the area contest 
which includes all of Northwest 
Iowa. This annual event is spon­
sored by the Sioux City Cham­
ber of Commerce and Sioux City 
Journal and Tribune. 

Judges for this year's contest · 
were: William J . Johnson, Mil­
ford ; Ernest Skow, Lake Park· 
Claire Champine, Spirit Lake: 
Judging was by air with Robert 
Ingwerson, district com m is­
sioner, as the pilot. 

last week. 
These ! 

new "me 
standing" 
supplemen 
tural Con 
approved ~-

>b Hollingsworth, 27, a fish­
:s biologist at the State Fish 
~hery in Spirit Lake, has baf-_;..--- 1 

epted a position with the In- em 
1a Conservation Commission. Su< 
le will be management biolo- er~:--••1 
-. for the southwest quarter of colnemorandum f d . 

b o un erstand~ng was worked 
re ~ funds will be made availabl t f out by this group of 

~~~~~~:; rvat•on practices. Seated fro I eft o armers on w_atershed areas, of 

~:~~:.%~:"{:~!~~~~;,~;··~.::·i~~=~:~£~~ .!~~=;;~:;: 
] iii!!, REALTY Krden and Walter Thor~son o~;~~:a~~~ ~;ficer Mike Ashby, Exten· _.JI • H<on Photo) 
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Conservationists Visit COunty. 

Conservationis~ 
View County Projects 

A large congregation of soil 
conservationists and other 
interested persons visited the 
Lakes Area last Thursday as 
part of a helicopter tour of soil 
conservation projects 
throughout Northwest Iowa. 

The visiting dignitaries in­
cluded members of the State 
Soil Conservation Committee, 
the State Soil Conservation 
Service staff, and area SCS 
Director Wally Tonsfeldt of 
Sioux City. 

Primary focus of the Lakes 
Area tour was an inspection via 
automobile of a feedlot pollution 
control facility at the farm of 
Mrs. Glen Hall near Big Spirit 
Lake. 

Clarence Call of the Dickinson 
County Soil Conservation 
Serviee explained to the 
gathering what instigated the 
construction of the facility and 
how it functioned. · 

The feedlot had been one of 
several in the area which 
contributed to pollution of area 
lakes through runoff from the 
cattle feedlot. At the request of 
Mrs. Hall, the Soil Conservation 
Service designed a diversion 
system which prevented the 
feedlot runoff into Spirit Lake. 

"It isn't an elaborate system 
at all," Call stated to the group. 
"It is very simple but very 
adequate and we like it very 
much." -

Call ~plained that originally 
a small pond between the 
feedlot and lake was the 
gathering point for the runoff, 
and the pond would sub­
sequently flush into Big Spirit 
Lake. Now, he explained, the 
feedlot r~off follows the 
diversion system, flows into 
holding ponds, and is taken care 
of through evaporation and 
seepage into the ground. 

Federal aid paid for $1,200 or 
80 percent of the project which 
was undertaken in 1972. The 
remainder came from Mrs. 
Hall. 

The feedlot originally handled 
up to 500 head of cattle and Call 
assured the gathering that the 
diversion system could handle 
that many head · without dif­
ficulty. 

Call praised Mrs. Hall for her 
efforts in working to control the 
feedlot runoff. 

Following the tour of the Hall 
feedlot, the group returned to 
the helit:opter landing site at 
Vacation Village, where Larry 
Ross explained his solar water 
heating system in use there: 

The gathering then boarded 
the helicopter to tour other sites 
of concern in the Lakes Area. 

Included in the agenda for the 
aerial tour was Lighthouse 
Point Condominiums, site of 
extensive soil erosion during 
development of the complex in 

Moil-News 19 
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1972. Call explained to the group 
the erosion controlling efforts­
seeding, grading, construction 
of a holding pond-which were 
undertaken at the advise of the 
scs. 

Terracing at the Don 
Schubert farm near East Lake 
Okoboji was viewed. Eight new 
parallel terraces have been 
constructed there. 

The dredging sites on Upper 
Gar and East Okoboji Lakes 
were also viewed from the air. 

The draining of marshland for 
conversion to farmland in 
Minnesota just above Big Spirit 
Lake was the final fly~ver 
inspection site in this area. 

Following the Lakes Area 
tour, the congregation con­
tinued on to Lyon County, 
Haywarden and Plymouth 
County for further inspections. 

In Lyon County the group 
viewed structures at the 
Pioneer Watershed project. In 
Haywarden, the gathering was 
to visit a revamped gravel pit 
which has been converted into a 
recreation area. The group then 
visited three watershed areas in 
PI outh Count . 

CITED .. 'OR SERVICE - Robert Fitzpatrick <right) of Milfoa·n 
~eceived a Distinguishe~ S~rvice A ward from the Dickinson County 
S?il. C~nservatio~ Da~!ract for eight continuous years of 
dastmguashed servace. F atzpatrick also received a Certificate of 
Award from the Iowa Department of Soil Conservation. The 
present chairman of the Dickinson County SCD, Enwst Skow (left) 
of Lake Park, presented the awaa·ds at the last regular meeting of 
the group. 

iiiia.-&J&• • - 1 
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SUSAN FITCHETT PLACES 4TH IN REGIONAL 
SOIL CONSERVATION SPEECH CONTEST 

Winners in the Dickinson County District Speech Contest 
held at the SoU Conservation Office in Spirit Lake on Oct. Z8 
included (1-r): Susan Fitchett, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Raymond Fitchett of Milford, first place; Tammy Tuttle, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Tuttle, second place; 
and David Eckard, son of Mr. and Mrs. John Eckard of Spirit 
Lake, third. 

The 1976 topic was "SoU Conservation - Lifeline to Con­
tinued Prosperity". Susan advanced to the regional contest 
in Fort Dodge on Nov. 8 and placed fourth of 12 in regional 
competition. 
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Dickjnson County· 

Terraces, windbreaks are conservation tools 
ByMlkeGlll 

Journal staff writer 
The hillsides and slopes along the 

roadways in Dickinson County, Iowa, are 
marked by an ever-increasing_ amount of 
terraces and windbreaks. Farmers here are 
recognizing the fact that the quality of 
farming depends on the area's soU, water 
and natural resource quality. 

And most are making strong efforts to 
slow the tide of erosion. 

"At least 60 percent of our farmers are 
using some type of conservation method," 
says Clarence Call, district conservationist 
in Spirit Lake, Iowa. "Farmers here have 
traditi(mally plowed to break up the soil, 
but that's beginning to change. A lot of 
people seem opposed to trying something 
new, but we're getting more and more 
interest every year." 

The soil in Clay County Is a variety of 
Nicolett, Webster and Clarion types and 
much of the land is clay-type soil. Farmers 
here have traditionally plowed in the fall 
months. 

"I sense a different attitude coming. 
People's view of soil conservation has 
changed considerably, although there still 
is a stigma about soil conservation. 

"Some of our younger people are 
especially interested in conservation 
tillage. They know they're saving time and 
soil. It's a combination of things." 

farm and have since installed terraces, 
waterways and buffer strips. 

"We've always felt strongly about con­
servation and this farm was in such poor 
shape that we felt a variety of conservation 
was the way to improve it. We've seeded 
some real critical areas and have bullt 
terraces and grassed waterways," says 
Jared. "This year we built a 1,500-foot 
terrace and we could see the difference 
right away. The erosion has really slowed 
down. We haven't used a plow since we 
bought the place." 

Jared said many of the hillsides were 
laced with small gullies. The grassed 
waterways helped check the expansion of 
gullies and worked well with tlre terra~es 
and conservation tillage system. It d1d, 
however, require some careful mainte­
nance to work properly. 

The Herberts farm on fairly steep hills, 
so conservation is almost a must to check 
water runoffs. 

Jared says he will continue to support 
conservation efforts. "We think it makes a 
lot of sense to continue to use it. The 
benefits far outweigh the negatives." 

John McCann 
John McCann of Spirit Lake and Jim 

McCann of Hoopeston, Ill., own a small 
farm near East Okoboji Lake. Water 
quality is a prime concern if the land 
continues to turn out high yields. They use 
conservation tillage as a method of 
eliminating erosion. 

The land is farmed by Dean Stover of 
Spirit Lake, Iowa. 

Terraces and conservation tillage farm­
ing have been the chief methods operators 
in Dickinson County have been using to 
block soil and water erosion. The three 
area winners featured in Dickinson County 
are among 31 honorees in the annual Marc 
Cox Conservation program. They were 
selected by a special area panel and will be 
cited at the annual awards banquet in 
March. 

Roger Helkens checks the helghth of ridges after knifing In anhydrous 
after the harvest. (SCS photos) 

John McCann started his terrace system 
about three years ago. He realized he was 
losing valuable topsoil by both rill and gully 
erosion then shifted to a grassed backslope 
terrace system in 1979. 

Roger lleikens 
Roger Heikens bas been practicing no-tUI 

and ridge-planting for 15 years. The land be 
farms near Spencer is not steep enough to 
warrant terracing but he has held the 
ground with a good no-tUI system. 

Heikens leans to the no-tUI system for 
several reasons. He can plant earlier on 
wet soils by planting on ridges. He 
cultivates twice to build up the ridges. 
Heikens also farms with the ridges and 
never crosses them with machinery. He has 
a 36-inch row spacing system and tries to 
chop corn stalks in the fall. Soybean stubble 
is never touched. 

"Personally, I feel no-tUI is as econom­
ically leasable as any type of farming," 

says Heikens, who farms 400 acres of his 
own and rents 240 from his father. "I've 
been no-till planting since 1966 and It's been 
a continuing project for our family. I 
became interested mainly because of my 
father. A few years ago, he went to a no-tUI 
demonstration and came back with a lot of 
good ideas. It seemed like the right thing to 
do. 

"We've been using no-till ever since 
then." 

Heikens says his yields have turned out 
very well. He averaged more than 160 
bushels of corn per acre of in 1982 and was 
near the county average in last fall's 
drought-ridden harvest. 

"Tf I thoullht I wasn't getting good yields, 

John McCann Inspects new narrow base terrace and intakes. A grassed 
backslope is the background. 

I wouldn't keep going with no-till. It's been 
a good system for me." 

Ridge planting has been the hub of his 
conservation program. "I feel it's hard to 
beat for controlling soil erosion." 

Heikens is involved in the Northwest 
Iowa Ridge-Runners Club, a group of ridge 
planting farmers from the Primghar­
Hartley area. Heikens says its a chance to 
meet with other conservationists to 
exchange ideas and trade information. 

Bob and Jared Herbert 
Bob Herbert and his son Jared own and 

operate three farms in Dickinson County. 
Four years ago, they purch.ased a 141-acre 

McCann bunt !llx terraces .()D the grassed 
backslope system, then switched to a 
narrow base this year with the installation 
of a 900-foot terrace for his seventh terrace. 

"I hope this last terrace will help solve 
the erosion problem," says McCann. 
"We've had quite an erosion problem here 
and we've had to do something to slow it 
down. This seemed to be the best system." 

In addition to terracing, McCann said 
Stover doe so 't plow the land and a 
chisel-disc method of conservation tillage is 
beingused. . 

"Conservation is important on this farm 
because it is in the watershed of Lake 
Okoboji. These soil conservation methods 
help keep the sediment out of the lake," 
McCann said. 

Bob and Jared Herbert look over recently constructed narrow base 
terrace. 



Windbreaks save 

fue~ break monotony 
. by Susan Fitchett 
Windbreaks are used to break up the 

monotony of the plains and are as old as 
the settlers, according to Clarence Call, 
district conservationist. 

According to Call, a well planned 
windbreak can save up to 20 percent on 
fuel and the cattle gain better if the 
feedlot is located behind a windbreak. 

The Agricultural Stablization and 
Conservation Service, ASCS, pays 75 
percent of the cost if a farmer wants to 
start a new wilidbreak or renovate an 
old windbreak, Call said. The Soil 
Conservation Service, SCS, is 
responsible for the technical part of the 
practice. 

Certain varieties of trees in the 

windbreaks are recommended. The 
ASCS requires a certain number of 
rows for a windbreak, also. 

"A person can get by with one row of 
shrubs and two rows of evergreens. 
When no evergreens are used, the ASCS 
requires five rows of trees," Call said. 

Call said that the SCS "endorses this 
program heartily and feels there is a 
need for more trees in northwest 
Iowa." 

Call said that windbreaks should be 
kept clean the first year or two. Later, 
grass can be planted or the area can be 
utilized as a garden. 

If interested in planting a new wind­
break or renovating an old one, contact 
the ASCS or SCS office in Spirit Lake. 

- .2-/-77 
PICfURED Is the windbreak on the Bob Elser farm, raraJ Lake Park. Elser 

planted the windbreak under the ASCS program. Rows of shrubs and 
evergreens were used and the grass was seeded. Another local fanner, 
Maurice Dougal, used evergreens and trees but uses the area In between for 
aardenlng purposes. 

CRAIG SCHMEUNG of raraJ MIHord listens as Clarence Call of the Soli CoDServatlon 
Service describes some of the advantages of constructing a 'pit pond.' Built by J!»hn 
Kooiker Const. of Bull for about $1,500, with the federal goverment to cost-share about 
$750, the recent-completed pit pond on Schmeling's farm will provide ample water for 
his 300-head of hogs and possibly 100-head of cattle. See story· -;-~ ~ _ 76 

New 'pit pond' fills 
at Schnieling farm 

Water for livestock on the· 
Craig Schmeling farm isn't 
upected to be a problem in the 
future, following the recent 
construction of a 'pit pond' on 
bis farm southwest of Milford. 

·Schmeling's livestock 
operation had been limited in 
the past because of a lack of 

water and was considering a 
new well until he talked to 
Clarence Call, Dickinson 
County's district Con­
servationist for the Soil Con­
servation Service (SCS). 

That's when he learned about 
a 'pit pond,' how it could be 
used, and how the federal 

E Ok b .. c . ., 7-.<-<-7~ . o O]t orp. cues Schubert 

Don Schubert [right] was prresented a certificate of 
commendation from the East OkoboJI Lakes Improvement 
Corp. duripg the group's 9th annual meeting attended by 
a~out 50 persons · Saturday night at the Holiday Inn. The 
DICkinson County farmer was cited for his exemplary and 
outstanding service to conservation by constructing about 
two miles of terraces on his farm In the Francis Cites area. 

government could contribute up 
to 50 percent of the total cost. 

Application was made for 
ASCS funds, through its ACP 
(Agricultural Conservation 
Program) and SCS crews 
staked out the area and will 
later certify the completed 
pond. Up to $750 will be cost­
shared with Schmeling. 

Schmeling's 'pit pond' is the 
fourth to be butlt in Dickinson 
County during recent years. 
Others are on the Ernie Skow 
farm, Lewis Jones farm, and 
Berg Bros. property. There are 
also some older pit ponds in the 
county, Call added. 

Schmeling's pit pond is an 
excavated area 160 x 65-ft., with 
gradually sloping sides and a 50 
x 10-ft. flat bottom. It is about 
14-ft. deep. Excavated dirt or 
'spoil' is placed around the pond 
to form a levy to prevent outside 
runoff. 

The spoil bank will be seeded. 
Almost immediately the pond 

started to fill with clear, cold 
water and was expected to fill to 
the clay-line within a few days. 
A 3-ft. tile in the bottom con­
nects with a pit in the spoil 
bank. A submersible pump is 
lowered into the connecting 
tube and pumps water t~e 800-
ft. to Schmeling's farmstead. 

Call said most water from pit 
ponds is pure enough for 
drinking. Schmeling said he 
plans to use the water one 
month for livestock and then 
have it tested for drinking 
purity. . . 

The district conservat10nist 
also pointed out that the pit 
pond can .also be used for 
recreation - fishing, swim­
ming. Pit ponds are very nr­
satile and a good water con­
servation facility. The big 
disadvantage is that they're 
still a pond and therefore 
present some dangers. 



Soil Conservation Tab preview 

9-~tJ-7? 
THIS PANORAMIC VIEW of the Iowa coutryside is the result of an aerial 

photograph. The land in the foreground gives an example of the good soil 
conservation methods practiced by Orville Berg of rural Spirit Lake. You 
can see the contour strip cropping that he employs. This photo and many 
others will be featured in the upcoming Conservation tabloid published by 
the Beacon. 

• 

• • • 



Farmer o 

' 

Edna, Ernie and grandson, Billie 

t,-19-fo 

the Week 
by Susan Reiser 

"I don't think farm corporations 
will take over. The future lies with 
the family farm. If the family unit 
can operate as a team then they can 
compete with a large operation," 
said 59-year-<>ld Ernie Skow, this 
week's farmer of the week. 

Skow, a Lake Park resident, 
started farming when he was "big 
enough to walk." He purchased 480 
acres of land in 1939 in Excelsior 
township, south of Stoney Lake. 
Skow's father, Hans, helped him 
farm the land. Along with the land, 
Skow raised 60 stock cows. 

Currently, Skow farms 160 acres 
of land two miles west and six miles 
south of Lake Park and raises 60 
head of stock cows. He says that he 
farms the 160 acres of land "for my 
own benefit and to keep my hand in 
farming." 

FUTURE WOKS GOOD 
"I intend to farm as long as I feed 

good. We are on a small scale so we 
can enjoy ourselves. My wife is a big 
part of the operation. She was a city 
girl yet she enjoys the farm life," 
Skow said. 

"I wasn't born on the farm but I 
was raised on the farm. If I could 
have a choice now, knowing what I 
already know, I would still choose 
farming. I like the freedom of ex­
pression. We do our own work and 
see our own results. The ultimate 
responsibility of farming is our­
s ... whether we like it or not," Skow 

said. 
Skow uses several soil con­

servation techniques in his farming 
including terracing, contouring, 
keeping wildlife areas, farm ponds, 
and he even has two acres that has 
never been plowed or tilled. 

PRICES IN SLUMP 
"The prices are in a slump. I don't 

forsee any great change in the short 
run. I am not sure politics or any 
action outside of our group can help 
us. We have to solve our problems by 
ourselves. I would like to see more 
conservation methods used. I have 
seen lots of silt wash down into the 
river. I would like to see more 
minimum tillage used," Skow said: 

Skow's family includes wife, 
Edna; and children, Rob and Rick of 
California and Tam of Arnolds Park. 
Skow is a member of the United 
Methodist Church in Spirit Lake, 
Dickinson County Farm Bureau, the 
Dickinson County Cattlemen's 
Association, the Lake Park Odd 
Fellows Lodge and is a member of 
the Dickinson County Soil Con­
servation Board. 

When Skow isn't busy he enjoys 
tinkering, gardening, fishing, and 
visiting garage sales. Skow was born 
in Hartley but grew up on a farm 
near Stoney Lake. He attended the 
Excelsior School. 

"Looking as you get older, you 
look to the next generation and try ~o 
set up things for them. They might 
want some nice and clean fertile 
ar.ea to look at," Skow said. 



Farmer of the Week 

SENIOR DIVISION. SoU Commissioner Robert 
Ingwersen presents Roger Froendt, Tammy Leader 
and Rod Langel, all of Milford, with first, second and 
third place awards for their entries in the county soil 

essay contest. Froendt is the son of Mel 

by Susan Reiser 
"I'm my own bOss and that is 

worth a lot to me. Farming is 
satisfying work," said 32·year-old 
Terry Morrow, this week's farmer of 
the week. 

Morrow, a rural Lake Park far­
mer, began his farming career in 
1973 with 510 acres of land, 50 cows, 
50 calves, 100 head of fat cattle, and 
20 sows producing approximately 
350 hogs per year for market. 

Today, Morrow, working in a 
rental agreement and livestock crop 
share lease with Orville Berg, farm 
landlord, farms 403 acres of land 
consisting of hay pasture, lots, 
waterways, 60 acres of beans and 170 
acres of corn in Diamond Lake 
township. 

Irr the livestock department, 
Morrow feeds 50 calves and raises 
120 sows which market ap­
proximately 1,500 hogs per year. 

"I plan in the future to stay far­
ming. I plan to e:xpand to produce 
more hogs and more food for people. 
I'm a fanner because I enjoy 
producing food for people. I enjoy 
farming or I wouldn't be here. I 
worked other places but farming is a 
business where I can build equity," 
Morrow said. 

MORE CORPORATIONS 
"If the government tends to stay 

~ the fanning indu.stcy there WiJi be 
more corporation farms. and less 
family farming. Over the long rw:t, 
with the current hog prices, you 
could make a living. We need prices 
that are a fair profit over the costs 
we incur to allow us to live," Morrow 

and Dora Froendt of Milford, 
Dorman and Janet Leader of 
son of Earl and Joan Langel of 
Mohr) 

said. 
One of the disadvantages of far· 

ming, according to Morrow, is 
government meddlinJI!. 

"The government is meddling in 
grain, meat ptices, supply and 
demand controls, etc. This is one oi 
the biggest disadvantages I find in 
farming," Morrow said. 

"I'm optimistic about the country. 
No matter how bad things are we 
can always bail out. The grain prices 
right now are adequate. 

SPECIAL TECHNIQUES 
Morrow and Berg use special 

conservation techniques to aid them 
in farming including parallel con· 
tour strips, waterways, etc. 

"We plan to use more Con­
servation methods in the future. We 
believe in less waste. We haven't 
used a moldboard plow on this farm 
since 1972," Berg said. 
~w 1ftW up in the Lake Park 

area and was graduated from the 
Harris-Lake Park High School in 
1966. He attended Iowa Lakes 
Community College in Estherville 
and received a A.A. decree 1n 
distributive studies in 1968. 

When Morrow isn't busy farming, 
he enjoys hunting, water skiing, and 
snow skiing. He is a member of the 
Dickinson County Farm Bureau, the 
Lake Park Methodist Church and 
the Dickinson County Pork 
Producers. 
~Morrow family includes, wife, 

Debbie; and son Nicholas, age 2. 
"I would rather be in business 

tbao be a laborer. I am a leader not a 
follower," Morrow said. 

• 





Distinguished Dairymen For 1980 · 
Andrew Hoffman of Lake Park 

was named one of five Iowa 
Distinguished Dairymen for 1980 
during the Iowa Dairy Convention's 
noon luncheon at the Hotel Savery in 
Des Moines Dec. 13. 

The dairymen were honored for 
their service to the dairy industry 
and their conununities and for the 
perfonnance of their .herds. . 

Starting with one heifer won m 4-H 
work Hoffman has developed a 
supe;b registered Holstein herd of 30 
cows averaging 17,057 pounds of 
milk and 644 pounds of fat, with 12 
previous years more than 500 pounds 
of fat. 

Hoffman's breeding program has 
involved outstanding sires for 
production and type, mo~y from 
Curtiss Breeding Industr1es, Inc., 
keeping semen in his ~wn j~. He 
serves as his own msemmator. 
Regular pregnancy checks, routine 
vaccination programs and dry cow 
treatment maintain the herd's 
health. . 

The Hoffman farming operat1on 
includes 165 acres owned and 240 
acres rented. Alfalfa plus some 
pennanent pasture provide summer 
forage, with crimped high quality 
hay and hay silage for winter forage. 

Hoffman shows and classifies 
regularly, consigns to state .and 
regional sales and advertlses 
routinely. He has hosted many 
judging workouts for area youth, 
serves as dairy superintendent at 
the county fair and participates on 
the state Holstein association as a 
director and member of the sale 
committee. He fonnerly served on 
the show committee and chaired the 
1977 State Holstein Convention at 
Okoboji. 

For several years, Hoffman has 
served on the advisory committee of 
Iowa Lakes Conununity College. He 
has also been a 4-H leader for 20 
years, past chairman and for 16 
years a district commissioner of SCS 
and a county fair board member 
among many other activities. .. 

He has received the Holstem 
Progressive Breeder's Award the 
last three years, the 4-H Alumni 
Award the ~year 4-H Leadership 
Award and SCS Distinguished 
Leadership Award. 

Andrew and Lorene Hoffman have 
two children. Chris is a senior in 
dairy science at Iowa State 
University and Robin, 16, attends 
special education classes. 

Hoffman and the other 1980 
recipients (Forrest Hatfield of Leon, 
Dwayne Moon of Luana, Marvin 
Schlitzer of Dubuque, and Everett 
Sollien of Mabel, Minn.) join an ellte 
group of 90 Iowa dairymen who have 
previously received the award since 
its presentation became an annual 
event in 1964. 

The Iowa Distinguished Dairyman 
Award is sponsored by the Iowa 
State University Cooperative Ex­
tension Service, the Midland United 
Dairy Industry Association and the 
Cedar Rapids Gazette. 

These farmers haven't 
plowed in nine years 

"IT'S BEEN 9 years since we 
have used the moldboard plow," 
ay John and Bob Elser, Dickin­
~on county, Iowa. During that 

- time, their yields have compared 
avorably with neighboring farm­

Prs using conventional tillage 
ystems 
The Elsers stopped using 

the moldboard because they 
"couldn't see the sense in giving 
the topsoil away." They now 
use a chisel plow and offset 
disc, in a system they term 
"middle of the road" tillage. 

They don't no-till, or plant 
right back in the old rows each 
year with no tilling of the soils. 

in north-central and northwest 
Iowa was blown considerably. 

In the spring, they disc 
once or twice, depending on 
the amount of residue left 
on the soil surface. Instead 
of working to get a clean 
tilled field, they make sure 
they don't overwork the 
soil and bury crop residues. 

This provides extra erosion 
control with the crop rotation 
system. The Elsers keep 150 of 
their 680 acres in alfalfa for 
haylage. When they change 
from alfalfa to rowcrop, they 
take three cuttings and spray 
the alfalfa, and are ready for 
corn the next year. 

"This system works well on 
the type of topography we 
have," says John Elser. "Ero­
sion from both wind and water 
is reduced considerably. Our 
rolling land with the short, 
choppy slopes can't be con­
toured or terraced well. 

"You don't always have to 
plow. Some guys do, but they 
still get the same yields we do. 
I can't see hauling all this ex­
pensive fertilizer out and then 
letting the soil blow off," adds 
Bob Elser. 

The two are quick to admit 
to some disadvantages, tho. The 
system is easier to manage 
than a no-till planting system, 
but takes more skill than the 
regular system. They cultivate 
the crop twice with a conven­
tional cultivator. 

"With a diversified setup like 
the Elsers have, soil conserva­
tion is a practical option as well 
as· a good idea," says Jim 
Yungclas, county extension di­
rector. "The alfalfa in the rota­
tion helps in their cattle opera­
tion, and no-plow tillage or 
reduced tillage isn't a drastic 
change, but it does save the 
soil."-Clarence Call, district 
conservationist, Soil Conserva­
tion Service, Spirit Lake, Iowa. 

On the other hand, they don't 
bury all the residue either by 
fall plowing. 

The Elsers leave cornstalks 
in the field for their cattle as 
much as needed, and then try 
to chisel the rest of the corn 
ground before winter. They also 
chisel their bean ground in the 
fall. 

This system leaves residue on 
the soil surface for over winter 
protection against wind erosion. 
Last winter, for instance, Elsers 
didn't have a problem with blow­
ing soil, when fall plowed land 



Old farm machinery . .. 

Three men were presented plaques honoring the work 
they had done to preserve county farm land. The Dickinson 
County Farm Bureau presented awards to [I to r] Leo Parks, 

Jr., Blaine Holen, and David Leith. Shown with those 
honored Is Farm Bureau President Rodney Graham. 



7 -/q - 71 
AMBASSADORS VISITED the Agricultural 

Stabilization and Conservation Service (ASCS) office and 
the Soil Conservation Service (SCS) office recently in 
honor of their new location. Both offices are in the office 
complex at the junction of Highways 9 and 71, across from 
\fcQuay's. In the photo are: At table, Andy Hoffman 

Don Schubert and Don Gruhn. Second row, Elsie Wet­
zeler, Barb Zimmerman, Jo Lynn Krie, Cindy Lillientbal, 
Ruby Caskey and Betty Farmer. Back row, Norm 
Meinking; Pat Achenbach, Dennis Rustman, Loren 
Hovland, Tom Tourville, Bob Ingwersen, Vinton Arnold, 
Clarence Call, Larry Lago and Art Caskey. · 

'hairman of Soil Conservation Board), Neil Delaney, 

CONSERVA -C~GRATULATED - - - Clarence Call, recently appointed Dickinson 
County Soil Conservation District director, received a Spirit Lake Ambassador cake Friday 
morning - - the goodwill club welcoming the official to the county. From left: Bob Ingwersen, 
Spirit Lake, commissioner; Jack Bedell; Charles Shorey, Spirit Lake, commissioner; Mrs. 
Ken Farmer, state SCS clerk; Ernie Skow, Lake Park, commissioner; Call; Harry Smithers; 
Adolph Ladegaard, soil technician; Wayne Vallie; Jim Yungclas, county extension director and 
commission secretary; Art Lorch. 
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NEW SCS 'CHIEF- Clarence M. Call (seated) bas been appointed district conservationist for Dick­
inson County-assuming his duties· last week. On the left is Mrs. Kenneth Fanner, state clerk in the 
county Soil Conservation Service office. Adolph Lad egaard (right) is starting his twenty-third year with 
SCS, and is now a soil conservation technician. 
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DAVID DOUDNA (left) receives a $300 scholarship certificate from the 
Dickinson County Soil Conservation District, represented by Commissioner 
Andy Hoffman (right). The son of Mr. and Mrs. Mel Doudna, Spirit Lake, 
Doudna will be a sophomore in fish and wildlife management at South 
'lakota State University. All Dickinson County students studying any phase 

... -.,servation were allowed to apply. Hoffman said no government funds 
~ . .J used to award this first annual scholarship. The District Com­
, ~oners raised the monies through a local tree sales activity. 
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Commissioners offer 
$300 scholarship 1-/-t-t:<, 

The Dickinson County Soil Con­
servation District Commissioners 
will present a $300 scholarship in 
1982 to some deserving student. This 
fs the fifth annual conservation 
scholarship the commissioners have 
given, with two scholarships given 
for two of those four years. 

Applicants must reside in 
Dickinson County and plan to enroll 
in college or continue their 
education in some phase of 
agriculture or conservation. You 

can secure application blanks from 
your high school counselor or from 
the Soil Conservation Office, junc­
tion of Highways 9 and 71 west of 
Spirit Lake, phone 336-2604. 

Deadline for making application is 
April 20, 1982. Students who are now 
in college and are enrolled in an 
agricultural oriented field may also 
apply . District Commissioners are 
Don Schubert, Chairman, Charles 
Shorey, Andrew Hoffman, Robert C. 
Ingwersen and Ernest H. Skow. 



New SCS Chief Name , 
List Accomplishments 

--------------~ Clarence M. Call, 47, has been 
appointed district conservation­
ist for Dickinson County, and 
assumed his new duties last week. 
He succeeds the late Walter 
Thoreson, who died July 13, 1970. 

Call will serve as administra­
tor of soil conservation practices 
in the county and his office is 
located at 914 Lake St. in Spirit 
Lake. Othermembersofthecoun­
ty Soil Conservation Service 
(SCS) staff are: Adolph Lade­
gaard, soil conservation techni­
cian; Mrs. Kenneth Farmer, state 
clerk. 

A native of Ava, Mo., Call 
graduated from high school in 
that community. He then served 
two years with the U.S. Marine 
Corps during World War II, sev­
eral months in the South Pacific 
Theatre of War. After discharge 
from service, he farmed three 
years in western Kansas. 

NEW SCS CHIEF- Clarence M. Call (seated) bas been appointed district conservationist for Dick­
inson County-assuming his duties last week. On the left is Mrs. Kenneth Fanner, state clerk in the 
county Soil Conservation Service office. Adolph Lad egaard (right) is starting his twenty-third year with 
SCS, and is now a soil conservation technician. 

In 1949, Call enrolled at Kan­
sas State University in Manhat­
tan, graduating in 1953 with a 
bachelor of science degree in 
agriculture. He was first em­
ployed by the SCS in 1956 at 
Oakley, Kans. as a soil scien­
tist - -a post he held until 1960. 
From 1960 until 1968, Call was 
in the banking and insurance 
business at Almena, Kans. 

He rejoined the SCS in January 
of 1970, assigned to Iowa City 
as a soil scientist - - the posi­
tion he held until being named 
this county's district conserva­
tionist. Call is a member of the 
Masons and Shriners, and served 
as Chamber of Commerce secre­
tary in Almena. 

DAVID DOUDNA (left) receives a $300 scholarship certHicate from the 
Dickinson County Soil Conservation District, represented by Commissioner 
Andy Hoffman (right). The son of Mr. and Mrs. Mel Doudna, Spirit Lake, 
Doudna will be a sophomore in fish and wildlife management at South 
'lakota State University. All Dickinson County students studying any phase 

· ... servation were allowed to apply. Hoffman said no government funds 
~.'$<. used to award this first aDDual scholarship. The District Com­
, ~oners raised the monies through a local tree sales activity. 

Commissione 
$300 scholars 

Married to the former Jane 
Snyder of Almena, the couple has 
four children; Christ ine, 13; 
John, 11; Elizabeth, 10; David, 
8. The family is residing at the 
former Don Stearns farmstead, 
located on the west side of Big 
Spirit Lake. 

* * * * * * 
The Dickinson County Soil Con­

servation District Commissioners 
will present a $300 scholarship in 
1982 to some deserving student. This 
is the fifth annual conservation 
scholarship the commissioners have 
given, with two scholarships given 
for two of those four years. 

Applicants must reside ia 
Dickinson County and plan to enroll 
in college or continue their 
education in some phase of 
agriculture or conservation. You 

can A total of 27 new cooperators 
r~~ were added to the Dickinson Coun­
t' ty Soil Conservation District 
~0~ rolls during 1970, according to 

PD the agency's annual report to be 
Apr distributed in the near future. 
in c Other accomplishments of the 
agr --county SCS last year include: 
a preparing 25 new basic farm 
rfo~ plans; 146 acres of contouring; 
Sho 18.2 acres of windbreaks; 3. 7 
Ing' acres of grassed waterways; 989 

acres of minimum tillage; 3,050 
feet of mains and laterals; 131 
acres of pasture plantings; 1,868 
feet of pipeline for livestock 
watering; 680 feet of terraces; 
136,200 feet of tile; six acres 
of wildlife area established. 

The Dickinson County ASC 
Committee approved cost~share 
payments in theamountof$25,147 
for completion of soil and water 
conservation pr actices included 
in the above listing. 

In addition, the SCS purchased 
200 conservation booklets on 
pollution which were distributed 
to schools in the county. Two 4-H 
youths - - Sanford Gruhn and 
Bruce Bruns - - attended Con­
servation Camp last summer, 
sponsored by the district com­
missioners. 

A total of 7,075 trees were 
sold to county farmers, and 350 
small green ash trees given to 
sixth grade students. 

Robert Ingwersen of Spirit 
Lake is chairman of the district 
commission. Other commission­
ers are: Robert Fitzpatrick, Mil­
ford; Ernest Skow, Lake Park; 
Gerald Mayou, Spirit Lake; Char­
les Shorey, Spirit Lake; Claire 
Champine, Spirit Lake. Exten­
sion Director Jim Yungclas 
serves as secretary. 



KEN MAY of Spirit Lake, at right, recentiy was presented a scholarship 
check by Robert Ingwersen, Spirit Lake, on behalf of the Soil Conservation 
Service. May plans to attend Iowa State University and major in pre­
veterinary coursework. 

GORDON LEADER of Milford, at right, is presented a college scholarship 
check by the Soil Conservation Service. The check is being presented by 
Andrew Hoffman of Lake Park. Leader plans to attend Iowa State 
University and major in agricultural education. 

SPEAK TO COMMISSIONERS- Karen Taylor, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Duane Taylor of Milford, and Dean Eckard, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Eckard of Spirit Lake were guests of the Dickinson 
Councy Soil Conservation District Commissioners last Thursday 
evening at their regular monthly meeting. Karen and Dean gave a 
report on their activities at the 4-H Conservation Camp at Madrid, 
held July 21 - 26. The District Commissioners contributed part of 
the tuition fee for the youths to attend the workshop. 

SCS AWARD- Robert Ingwersen: (right) cludnnan of the Dick­
inson County Soil Conservation District Commissioners, is shown 
presenting Claire Champine, (center) teacher in the Spirit Lake 
School, with a Soil Conservation achievement award fcT his out­
standing contribution to soil conservation through education in the 
schools of Dickinson County. Wally Tonsfeldt (left), Area Conser­
vationist for the Soil Omservation Service, was present for the pre­
sentation at the commissioners' regular monthly meeting Nov. 19 at 
the SCS office in Spirit Lake. The contest is spoll50I'ed by the Des 
Moines Register and Tribune. 



CONSERVATIONISTS Dt.£\JXE- Jolumie Jalm (center) is showin( District C~ Clal'­
eace Call the IOWA son. CONSERVA'ftON ACMEVEMJ!NT AWARD he reeeived reeendy for ac­
complishments on his fann east of Lake Park - fumed by Andrew Hoffman (left), former DiekinloD 
or ...... tv ~n ,.. .... ., .. ..., ......... rnnnni""inner. Jahn 1ll'e5 entb re.<ides in Spirit Lake. 

CITED FOR SERVICE - Robert Milford 
received a Distinguished Service Award from the Dickinson County 
Soil Conservation District for eight continuous years of 
distinguished service. Fitzpatrick also received a Certificate of 
Award from the Iowa Department of Soil Conservation. The 
present chairman of the Dickinson County SCD, Ernest Skow (left) 
of Lake Park, presented the awards at the last regular meeting of 
the gt-oup. / 

Ailford Teacher 
r o Conservation 
Education Session 

JO-J;-t.v 
Mrs. AI Erdman, a Milford 

elementary school teacher, will 
be among 150 teachers from 
throughout Iowa who will gather 
Oct. 4 and 5 at the 4-H Camp 
near Luther for the annual Iowa 
Conservation Education Work­
shop. Theme of this year's con­
ference will be "Effective Con­
servation Teaching - How and 
Why." Keynote speaker will be 
Paul F. Johnston, State Superin­
tendent of Public Instruction 

A symposium Friday afternoon 
on "How I Teach Conservation" 
will feature Miss Margaret Black, 
Professor Emeritul', Drake Uni­
versity; Dr. Paul Joslin, Drake 
University; Donald Maze, Mar­
shalltown Community College; 
and Dr. Elmer W. Hertel, Wart­
burg College. 

A soil conservation field trip 
will be conducted in the late af­
ternoon by Ernest Behn, Work 
Unit Conservationist, Soil Con­
servation Service, Boone. The 
evening session of Oct. 4 will 
feature Greg Glass, Dundee, 1968 
State winner of the Soil Conser­
vation District Conservation 
Speech Contest. Frederic Leopold 
of Burlington, will present apro­
gram on the "Nesting Habits of 
the Wood Duck." James McGuire, 
Editor of the Iowa Farm and 
Home Register, will present the 
nine outstanding conservation tea­
chers who were selected in their 
regions for making outstanding 
contributions to education in soil 
and water conservation. 

Saturday morning, Oct. 5, will 
feature field trips on ecology and 
geology. 

The conference, ending Satur­
day noon, will be summarized by 
James Hamilton, storm Lake, 
Chairman of Commissioners, 
State Conservation ContmiasiOP. 

The two-day conference is 
sponsored by .the Iowa Conserva-

tion Education CouncD, State De­
partment of Public Instruction, 
State Conservation Commission, 
and the Iowa Association of Soil 
Conservation District Commis­
sioners • 

....._ -- -------~ 
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RECEIVES 'ECO' AWARD __ This week's recipient of the "Pro~ect ~CO'' award, a ci~ation presented 

each week by a SLHS biology class to an area individual f(}r contributions. to ec?l~gy, IS ~ob lngwe~­
sen local farmer. Ingwersen has installed terraces, mtates crops and practices ~mmm tillage on h~s 
far~, and is also a longtinie member of the SCS Commission. From left: Jun Cox, Peggy Wo ' 
Ingwersen, Sara Evans. 

FIVE STUDENTS AT Milford High School were 
winners in the 1983 Soil Conservation Essay Contest, 
sponsored by the Dickinson County Mutual Insurance 
Association and the Dickinson County Soil Con­
servation District. High school winners included, front 
row, Kelly Langel, Theresa, Taylor, Brent Krueger, 

Treven Hesebeck and Curt Smith. Hack row, Norm 
Meinking, manager of Dickinson County Mutual In­
surance, Jim Rohlfsen, Dickinson County Mutual 
agent in Milford, and Charles Shorey, Dickinson 
County Soil Commissioner. See story for further 
details. <Photo by Karen Schroeder) 

. JUNIOR DIVISION. Craig Krummen of Lake Park is presented with the 
f~st place award for the junior division of the Dickinson County Mutual and 
Dickinson County Soil Conservation District Soil Conservation Essay 
Contest by Andrew Hoffman, soil conservation commissioner. Krummen is 
the son of Steve and Jeunifer Krummen of Lake Park. (Photo by Jay Mohr) 

. A $10 CASH AWARD was presented to Joey Bruns by the Dick­
mson County Soil Conservation District Commissioners at a 
Speech Contest held at the Soil Conservation Office June 27. In 
his speech entitled "Soil Our Important Legacy" he pointed out 
our great need for conserving the soil for future generations. 
Joey is 13 years old and will be in the eighth grade this fall. He 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard Bruns of rural route, Spirit 
Lake, Joey will now go on to compete in the regional contest to 
be held July 18 at the Court House in Pocahontas. 
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THREE STUDENTS FROM the Milford 6th grade 
class were winners in the junior division of the Dickinson 
County Soil Conservation Essay contest. The title of this 
year's essay contest was "How SoU And Water 
Conservation Affects Our Future. 11 Shawn Nicol, was 
the overall winner in the junior division and his essay will 
bt.· entered in regional competition. Shown left to right is 
Je1my Arms, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Russell Arms, 

who placed 3rd and was presented with a check for 
$3.00, Danny Bockman, SOD of Mr. and Mrs. Herb 
Bockman, 2nd with a $5.00 check and Shawn Nicol, SOD 

of Mr. and Mrs. Mark Nicol, who placed 1st and received 
$17.00 Shown presenting the checks to the students Is 
SoU Conservation Commissioner, Orville Berg. [Photo 
by Rita Klosterman] 111' 1.. 

BEST SPEAKERS.- These three Dickinson County boys placed in the Soli Conservation Service 
speech contest held last Thursday night at the SCS office in Spirit Lake. From left: Ron Schmidt, 
Spirit Lake, second; Mike Brower, Spirit Lake, first; Chris Hoffman, Lake Park, third; Ernest Skow, 
Lake Park, chairman of the Dickinson County SCS committee. Topic for the 1974 contest was "Land 
Use Policy- -A Pattern for Prosperity." Young Brower will not compete at the regional contest in 
June or July. 



SPEECH CONTEST WINNERS in the local Soil Con­
servation Service competition were: (1-r) First Place 

1 Doug Nielsen, Milford; Second Place, Mike Clark' 
) Milford; and Third Place, Ted Schumacher, Milford: 

nson 
[this 
rater 

who placed 3rd and was presented with a check for 
$3.00, Danny Bockman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Herb 
Bockman, 2nd with a $5.00 check and Shawn Nicol, son 
ofMr. and Mrs. Mark Nicol, who placed 1st and received 
$17.00 Shown presenting the checks to the students Is 
Soil Conservation Commissioner, Orville Berg. [Photo 

"CLEAN WATER- What is the Answer?" was the 
title chosen for the 1985 Soil Conservation Essay 
Contest. This contest was open to all students who are 
residents of Dickinson County. The Dickinson County 
Soil Conservation District along with the Ladies 
Auxiliary of the Iowa Association of Soil Conservation 
District Commissioners and the Grinnell Mutual 
Reinsurance Company arc sponsors of this contest. The 
Dickinson County Mutua! Insurance Company 
provided the prize money for the district contest. First 
place received $15, second $10 and third $5. Three sixth 
grade students from Milford were chosen as winners in 
the junior division. They are Julie Adams, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. John Adams, first place; Jeff Galbraith, 

son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerry Galbraith, second place; 
and Heidi Schoning, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dean 
Schoning, third. They are pictured above receiving 
their checks from Jim Rohlfsen, right, of the Dickinson 
County Mutual Insurance Company. Also pictured with 

by Rita Klosterman] 11 J' l 

the winners is Chas. Shorey' left, Dickinson County Soil ltese three Dickinson County boys placed In the Soli Conservation Service 
Conservation District Commissioner. Julie's essay will 'hursday night at the SCS office in Spirit Lake. From left: Ron Schmidt, 
now be entered in the regional contest with Regional Brower, Spirit Lake, first; Chris Hoffman, Lake Park, third; Ernest Skow, 
judging to be completed by Aug. 15. Regional contest ~e Dickinson County SCS committee. Topic for the 1974 contest was "Land 
winners will be submitted to the state contest which •r Prosperity." Young Brower will not compete at the regional contest in 
will be completed by Oct. 1. State winners will be in-
vited to read their essays at the Annual Conference for 
Soil Conservation District Commissioners in Cedar 
Rapids on Dec. 2-3. (Photo by Karen Schroeder) + 



AREA SCHOOL NEWS ,,;,o-n 

SEVERAL STUDENTS IN THE Milford elementary 
grades took places in the Dickinson County Soil Con­
servation Essay Contest. Winners included, front row, 
Shawn Nicol, Paul Parsons, Robin Duncan and Aaron 
Sloan. Shown also in the front row is Norm Meinking, 

manager of Dickinson County Mutual Insurance, who 
is presenting a winner's check to Nicol. Back row, 
Charles Shorey, Dickinson County Soil Commissioner, 
and Jim Rohlfsen, Dickinson County Mutual agent. See 
story for further details. <Photo by Karen Schroeder) 

Many win in essay contest 
Again this year the Dickinson 

County Mutual Insurance Associa­
tion and the Dickinson County Soil 
Conservation District Commissioners 
sponsored the 1983 Soil Conservation 
Essay Contest. The title chosen for 
this year's essay was "HELP-Help 
Enforce Land Preservation." 

This contest was open to all 
students who were residents of 
Dickinson County. There were two 
divisions - the junior division for 
grades 6, 7 and 8 - and the senior 
division for grades 9, 10, 11 and 12. 

One winner in the junior division 
and one winner in the senior division 
was selected from the district. These 
essays were then entered in the 
regional competition. Winners on the 
regional level will then be entered for 
state competition. 

The Dickinson County Mutual 
Insurance Association provided all 
the prize money for the district 
contest this year. Winners and the 
prize money they received are as 
follows: 11th grade: Curt Smith, 1st, 
$15; Theresa Taylor, 2nd, $10; lOth 
grade: Brent Krueger, 1st, $15; 

Treven Hesebeck, 2nd, $10; Kelly 
Langel, 3rd, $5; 7th grade: Shawn 
Nicol, 1st, $15; 6th grade: Paul 

· Parsons, 1st, $15; Robin Duncan, 
2nd, $10; Aaron.Sioan, 3rd, $5. Curt 
Smith's and Shawn Nicol's essays 
were entered in the regional 
competition. Winners in the regional 
competition will be announced later. 

We wish to thank the Dickinson 
County Mutual Insurance Associa­
tion for helping defray the cost of this 
contest and for their interest in soil 
conservation. 

SCS PROMOTION-The Dickinson County Soil Conservation District commissioners are sponsor· 
ing a tree planting program for the youth of the county •by presenting each sixth grader with a 
concolor fir tree to plant. The promotion was kicked off Thursday at a regular meeting of the com· 
missioners when three local sixth graders were guests fit the SCS office in Spirit Lake. Front row, 
left to right: Lyn Ross, Mike Choxen, Robert Han son, Cdmmissioner Andy Hoffman. Back row, from 
left: Bob lngwerson, secretary; Charles Farmer, elementjy principal; Bob Herbert, Ernest Skow; 
and Soil Conservationist Walter Thoreson. (Beacon Photo) 

"! 
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THE SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT of Dickinson 
County recently presented each of the 200 sixth graders 
attending schools in Dickinson County with a green ash 
tree. Representing the sixth graders at Spirit Lake were 
(l·r): Karl Kischer (one of four 6th grade teachers at 
Spirit Lake), Andy Resch (Mrs. Rick's class), Dan 
Rodawig (Mr. Ingvall), Jeff Jones (Mrs. Krieger), Susan 
McClure (Mr. Kischer), Jodi Palmer (Mr. Kischer), and 

Charles Shorey, SCD commissioner who made the 
presentation. this was the 17th year in a row that the SCD 
commissioners have provided the free trees. The project 
was initiated at Spirit Lake Schools. Kischer said he's 
heard from some former students who planted the trees 16 
or 17 years ago and now have good-sized trees at their 
homes. 
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SIXTH GRADERS -
their instructor Art Scbuma1 
and caring for at a location of 

WEATHER BALLOONS - being sent a 
week by the First and Second Gndes ID Bar 
photo shows their teacher Colleen Marqaar 
two letters they received from their earlle 
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Mr 'JOHNNY FIRSEED'-Robert lngwerson, secretary of the Dickinson County Soil Conservation 
gu District commission, is pictured presenting two local sixth graders with concolor fir trees the pair 
aft can plant at their discretion. The commission is distributing over 250 of the trees to sixth grade stu· 

dents throughout the county to promote soil conservation. It is hoped the project can be an annual 
n affair. Receiving the trees are Jeff Munster and Kathy McNeill. Sixth grade science instructor Jerry 

WE lngvall (left) appears to approve of the presents. (Beacon Photo) 
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SIXTH GRADERS - picking up Green Ash trees from 
their instructor Art Schumacher that they will be planting 
and caring for at a location of their choice. This is an annual 

project of the County office in an attempt to build up 
ow tree population in the area. 

bandsome.JPllJld.,headed .tree, one of the hardleBt. most 
rugged to be found. All of the sixth graders wish to. thank 
the SoU Conservation for the trees they received. 



THE SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT of Dickinson 
County recently presented each of the 200 sixth graders 
attending schools in Dickinson County with a green ash 
tree. Representing the sixth graders at Spirit Lake were 
(1-r): Karl Kischer (one of four 6th grade teachers at 
Spirit Lake), Andy Resch (Mrs. Rick's class), Dan 
Rodawig (Mr. lngvall), Jeff Jones (Mrs. Krieger), Susan 
McClure (Mr. Kischer), Jodi Palmer (Mr. Kischer), and 

DICKINSON CO UNIT SOIL Commissioners honored 
Charles Shorey, left, last week. Shorey, currently 
chairman of the group, Is retiring from the commission 

Charles Shorey, SCD commissioner who made the 
presentation. This was the 17th year in a row that the SCD 
commissioners have provided the free trees. The project 
was initiated at Spirit Lake Schools. Kischer said he's 
heard from some former students who planted the trees 16 
or 17 years ago and now have good-sized trees at their 
homes. 

after 16 years of service. Presenting him with a plaque is 
Orville Berg, right, also a commissioner. 

SOIL CONSERVATION TECHNICIAN Dennis Rustman (right), who bas 
served Dickinson County the past 15 years, was given a recognition plaque by 
Chris Hoffman (left), chairman of the Dickinson County Soil Conservation 
District commissioners recently. Rustman is being transferred to Forest City, 
Ark. His final day on the job in the county was March 16, and be wiD begin 
his new job March 30. 
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MARTIN HOFFMAN (2nd from right) receives an 
Izaak Walton League Windbreak Award for his 'out­
standing windbreak planting program.' The certificate 
was presented recently by the Dickinson County Soil 
Conservation District. From left to right are: Andy 
Hoffman (SCD chairman), Ernie Skow, Martin Hoffman, 
and Chuck Shorey. Skow and Shorey are members of the 
county SCD commission. 



SIXTH GRADE students In schools throqhout DlcldnSos;n &:':v::: 
h tree b the mcldnson County • 1RTIN HOFFMAN (2nd from right) receives an 

given green as s y 1985 Charles ~er of the W It L w· db k 
Commissloaln observance of ArborJD~!~~ Kathman~ Kenny Jhnen, a on eague m rea Award for his 'out-
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WINNERS WERE NAMED for the $300 scholarships 
given to two area graduates by the Dickinson County 
Soil Conservation Commission on Thursday, June 21. 
Recipients were 17-year-old Rod Nelson, center left, of 
Milford, son of Edwin and Marlene Nelson, and IS­
year-old Brian Dingel, center right, of Lake Park, son 
of Don and Pat Dingel. Selection for the scholarship 

Hoffman (SCD chairman), Ernie Skow, Martin Hoffman, 
~mbers of the 

was based upon the recipient's high school record, 
activities in general, and their goals. Students applied 
for the scholarship. Presenting the scholarships to the 
two are Orville Berg, left, vice chairman of the Soil 
Commission, and Charles Shorey, right, member of the 
commission. (Photo by Karen Schroeder) 



ROUS AND MILK, sixth graders split up into seven groups and went 
stations. This group from Spirit Lake started out by seeing a slide prE~set~taJJI!Dn 

and pollution. The slides were narrated by Clarence Call, district colltsetrvatlor•• 
Lake. 

Dickins Co 
Ineet M her 

Tbe SPIRIT LAKE ( Ia.) BEACON 
Thursday,Sept.29,1977 1~ 

MIKE BRAND UP, district forester of the Iowa Conservation 
Commission, Instructed these students from Milford and Amolds Park on 
forestry. Here he explains why leaves change color in the fall. 

ty's 6th graders 
ature 

Dickinson County's sixth graders got 
some first-hand experience last week 
with the outdoors. The Dickinson 
County Soil Conservation District 
sponsored a day of outdoor classrooms 
at the Kettleson-Hogsback area just 
west of Big Spirit Lake. 

There were seven different stations 

at which the students spent 25 minutes 
each. At each station a soil con­
servationist or wildlife biologist in­
structed the youngsters on what they 
were seeing. 

Approximately 230 sixth graders 
from six schools in the county par­
ticipated in the nature study. 



MILFORD SIXTH GRADERS team about soils from the ground up as Ron Reckner pf 
s ·pirlt Lake explains Information to them. 

SIXTH GRADERS FROM TERRIL'S public school and Sixth Day Adventist school joined in 
the nat~re classroom on Tuesday morning. 

I 

ONE OF THE STATIONS along the way for the students dealt with agronomy and conservation 
practices. Roger Mussetter, district conservationist from Spencer, was In chargtl of that stop. 

AFTER COVERING THE NATURE TRAIL at the Kettleson-Hogsback area, this group from Spirit 
Lake went on to the next station on upland wildlife. 

photos by Dave Bakke 



ERNEST SKOW presents a book on soil conservation to Lake Park City 
Librarian Valarie Gochnauer. Skow is a member of the Dickinson County 
Soil Conservation Commissioners. (Photo by Jay Mohr) 

SCS CHIEF CITED - Walt Thoreson, District Conservationist 
in Dickinson County, was presented 1 certificate of merit and 
$250 cash award recently for outstanding work with watersheds 
contributing to East Okoboji Lake and to Silver Lake. The award 
was given by Wilson T. Moon, state conservationist, and presented 
by Wallis R. Tonsfeldt, area conservationist, at a meeting of 
.soil conservation personnel at Sioux City. ;.:?-1.3-" __ 

A NUMBER OF TREES were donated to the H-LP 
Sixth Grade Class by the Dickinson County Soil Con­
servation Service. Each sixth grader at H-LP will be 
asked to take the trees home and plant them. Above, 

Superintendent Quentin Reifenrath accepts one of the 
trf'es from Soil Conservationist Jared Herbert. (Photo 
by Jay Mohr> 1-/- L-/ - YS" 



ROD LANGEL, of Milford, son or Mr. and Mrs. Earl 
Langt-1, •·eceived a $300 scholarship from the Dickinson 
County Soil District Commissioners this past week. 
Langel will be attending Iowa State University. 
("ommissioner Ernest Skow, of Lake Park, is shown 

TilE DICKINSON COUNTY SOil. CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS prest>nted a $:100 
scholarship to Terri Thorn, left, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Lynn Thorn, of Arnolds Park. Terri will be attending 
South Dakota State at 8J"Ookings this fall. Com-

presenting Langel the scholarship certificate. Ap­
plicants must plan to enroll in college or continue their 
education in some phase of agriculture or conservation 
to be eligible for the scholarship.<Photo by Cindy 
Schubert) 7 -7-? 3 

7 -7-r..J 
nuss10ner Ernest Skow, of Lake Park, is shown 
presenting the scholarship. Applicants must plan to 
enroll in college or continue their education in somt­
phase of agrkulturc Qr conservation to be eligible for 
the scholarship.<Photo by Cindy Schubert) 

·'!" 

' j 
Regional essay winner 7-~..z 

Curt Lilienthal, Spirit Lake, is prnsented with a $40 first place 
prize by Regional Soil Conservation District Commissioner Orville 
Berg. Lilienthal earned first place. in the Region 2 Soil Conser~ation 
Essay Contest with an essay entitled "Groundwater, The Htdden 
Resource." The contest was sponsored by the Ladies Auxiliary of the 
Iowa .A-ssociation of Soil Conservation Commissioners and Grinnell 
Mutual Reinsurance Company. (Photo by Jay Mohr) 



DICKINSON COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION 
COMMISSIONERS presented 250 trees to all sixth 
graders in Dickinson County. Shown receiving the 
trees for the Spirit Lake sixth graders are front row, 
left to right, Janie Hawn, Donna Longmore, Lori 

MEMBERS OF THE Milford sixth grade were 
presented with their very own trees on Friday, April 
27, c'ompliments of the Dickinson County Soil Con­
servation Commission. The trees were distributed to 
the students and were taken home to be planted. The 
Soil Conservation Commission has been distributing 

1 xI 

Thompson, and Shelly Dean. Second row, left to right, 
Mike Resch, Commissioner Orville Berg, Com­
missioner Ernest Skow, Greg Dean, John Barbee, and 
Philip Fuentez. (Photo by Susan Reiser). 

trees for all Dickinson County sixth graders for over 20 
years. Shown above are, kneeling, Doug Bjorklund, 
sixth grader, and Charles Shorey of the Soil Con­
servation Commission. Standing, Amy Rassler, Lance 
Hoffman, Rkk Wittrock and Ben Wehrspann, sixth 
f raders. <Photo by Karen Schroeder) 

Conservation program 
boosts wildlife habitat 

Wildlife in Dickinson County attracted to different grasses and 
is receiving a shot in the arm be- legumes. These insects provide 
cause area farmers are using the protein for young birds. Seeds and 
Conservation Reserve Program other plant materials are important 
(C~P.) food for older birds." 

"We have 14,000 acres in Because of the drought, hay 
Dickinson County in the CRP was harvested from some CRP'land 
program and a large percentage of in 1988. Welker said there should 
that is within 10 miles of the not have been a big loss in nesting 
lakes," said Clarence Call, district birds even with the hay cutting. 
conservationist. "It not only con- "The peak nesting time is early 
tributes to wildlife but also water to mid-June in southern Iowa and 
quality, improving all types of wa- mid to late-June in the northern part 
ter sports and fish habitat." of the state. The loss would have 

The CRP is a contract between been higher if haying was allowed 
the government and owners and ap- three weeks earlier." 
erators t~ enroll highly erodible Welker said ihe dry weather 
cropl~nd m prog~ams to conserve was actl!ally better for nesting. 
and Improve soil and water re- Even With protection form the 
sources, according to Call. Con- grass, rain can flood the nests. The 
tracts provide annual rental pay- dry weather allowed the birds to 
ments to owners and operators in next and the grasses protected them 
exchange for retiring land to grass from the hot sun. 
or trees for 10 years. The CRP is part of the 1985 
. The CRP has not only bene- food security act, which contains 

fi~ed_ naturalists and hunters in se_ver~l other provisions that help 
Dickmson County, but also in the wildlife. The conservation compli­
rest of the state. There has never ance provision requires landowners 
been a better time for wildlife in to protect their land with conserva­
Iowa than right now, according to tion practices to receive most 
officials of the U.S. Department of USDA benefits. Many landowners 
Agriculture (USDA.) are installing grass buffer strips and 

"In addition to improved state field borders. These areas will be 
prog~a!lls, the USDA's CRP is p~rmanen~y grassed and will pro­
providmg long-term habitat for vide nestmg cover and food for 
wildlife," .sai~ Mike Nethery, state pheasants an~ partridge. 
conservatiomst for USDA's Soil Call said the swampbuster 
Conservation Service (SCS.) provision also benefits wildlife. It 

"The program offers a unique protects existing wetland areas 
OJ?PO~tunity. to provide excellent across the state. Many years ago, 
~Ildl,~fe hab1~t for an extended pe- Iowa had about 7 million acres of 
nod, accordmg to Bill Welker wetlands, but today there are less 
SCS biologist. "It takes about thre~ than 28,000 acres. These wet areas 
years for grassed to provide food and provide a variety of food and cover 
shelter at a level that will benefit for animals, including deer, pheas­
deer, pheasants and other wildlife. ants and muskrats. 
That's. why CRP land is ideal. It Waterfowl and songbirds that 
locks m ~he g;rass seeding for 10 have been reduced in numbers in 
years, which gives the grass time to may areas of the state will have 
become established." nesting grounds and will return as 

Land should contain a mixture well, according to Welker. 
of tall and short g;ras~ed, according The sodbusting provision dis­
to Call. A combmat10n of alfalfa courages landowners from plowing 
and brome grass makes a good mix. pasture land or other grassland to 
Also~ a mixture of native grassed grow crops unless they have written 
pro':Ide ~ good cover for ground conservation plans for the land. 
nest!?& brrds such as pheasants and " as e,.olllla}(. )I....I~on,._-
partngg~ in increasing our wildlife habitat for 

. all added t.hat many song the next several years," Call said. 
bi~ds (non-gam.e brrds) such as red- "Along with other conservation 
wmged blackbuds, western mead- provisions, it should help a good 
owlar~s and vespar sparrows, also deal to protect the soil and we 
benefit by the CRP. The tall should see the benefits to wildlife 
grassed protect the nesting birds as well." 
from flying predators. During win-
ter, even after an ice storm, the tall 
grassed provide shelter from wind-
chills and snowdrifts. 

"Grasses provide food for many 
birds and animals," Call explained. 
"Different insects, for example, are 



Farmer of the Week 

Don Schubert 

by Susan Reiser 
From selling men's clothes to 

managing farms. On..: rural Spirit Lake 
man is involved in farming yet doesn't 
drive a tractor or plant an acre of com. 

"The future of farming is very good. 
The productive world is going to have to 
be fed. We can do it," said Don 
Schubert, this week's farmer of the 
week. 

Schubert, 63, is manager of Schubert 
Farms, which consists of two farms, 250 
acres in rural Spirit Lake, and about 250 

· acres in rural Luverne, Minn. 
As manager of Schubert Farms, 

Schubert is concerned about certain 
farming techniques used by Dean and 
Merlin Stover, share crop renters of the 
250 acres. 

Schubert said that he stresses the use 
of soil conservation and crop rotation 
with corn, bean and oats. He also insists 
upon a clean field with no weeds and 
using standard chemicals to raise a 
good crop. 

"The only way to have a farm is to 
share expenses and to share profits. 
This way is very fair for the person that 
farms it. We raise seed oats and cer­
tified soybean seed. An inspector for 
Iowa State University inspects the seed 
so the field has to be kept clean," 
Schubert said. 

"It's so much fun working together. If 
you get 100 bushels of corn, you put 
the expenses in. I take out my share and 
the farmer takes out his share and 
everybody is happy. When there is a 
crop failure, both the farmer and I take 
one half of it," Schubert said. 

At the Spirit Lake farm, Stover plants 
about 40 acres of oats, 40 acres of corn, 
130 acres of soybeans and the balance is 
planted into alfalfa hay. On the Spirit 
Lake farm there is about one and a half 
miles of terraces that carry the water 
to tiling, to a holding pond, and even­
tually into the lake. 

PRICES OF CROPS 
"The prices of crops should be 

higher. I think they will be. I started 
selling corn for the farm last November 
and received an average of $2.50 per 

bushel. We had turmoil in Russia and 
Iran. These markets will straighten 
around. I look for $2.50 corn and $6 to 
$6.50 per bushel for beans," Schubert 
said. 

"When I bought this farm in 1973, I 
received $1 a bushel for corn and $2.25 
per bushel for beans. Of course, now 
things are higher. The prices can't be 
too high or the consumers will be priced 
out of the business. When the prices are 
too low, the farmer prices himself out of 
business too. Every year can't or isn't a 
good year. That's what makes farming 
interesting," Schubert said. 

Schubert was born in Everly, moved 
and was graduated from Sanborn High 
School in 1934. Schubert said that in 1934 
he was "lucky to have nickels in his 
pocket" and that he didn't feel that his 
father could afford to send him to 
college. 

He followed in his fathers footsteps 
and purchased a men's clothing store in 
Paullina in 1938. Later, Schubert 
opened more stores in Laurens, 
Remsen and Primghar. In 1960 he sold 
the stores to his brother-in-law and 
store manager and moved to rural 
Spirit Lake in 1954. 

"Both of my grandparents were 
farmers. I used to spend lots of time on 
the farm. Most of my customers were 
also farmers," Schubert said. 

"The only way a y<'ung person can 
afford to get into farming is to fall into 
the footsteps of their parents. This 
system work!: good. I hate to see young 
people get over extended in debts. Two 
heads are better than one if the young 
people are guided by older people who 
give good free advice," Schubert said. 

When Schubert isn't busy managing 
the farms, he enjoys fishing, hunting 
and yardwork. He is a Commissioner on 
the Soil Conservation Commissiofl, one 
of the founders of the Lakes Art Center, 
and a member of the Dickinson County 
Farni Bureau. · 

The Schubert family includes wife, 
Helen; and children Julie Hedberg of 
Blue Earth, Minn.,; and Mark of 
Omaha. 



PICTURED ABOVE are the winners in the 1988 
junior division Dickinson County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Essay Contest. The topic for this 
contest was 11 Groundwater--The Hidden Resource. 11 Co­
sponsor of the contest was the Dickinson County Mutual 
I~su~ance Company. Jim Rohlfsen, representing 
D!ck~nson County Mut~al Insurance, and Orville Berg, 
Dtckmson County Soil Conservation Commissioner 
prresented Dawn. Moritz, left, Dayn~ Enderson, second 
from. left, ~nd Jill Dotson, center, with prize money for 
placmg t~t~d, second and first, respectively in the 
contest. Jill s essay bas been entered in the regional 
competition. (Photo by Doris Welle) 9 --/:( _ 
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Ivan Simpson ... 

Learning, cutting production 
costs each year with slot-tillage 
By Susan Reiser 
Editor 

save three trips across the field by She said that the "corn crop looks 
using slot-tillage," Simpson said. good" and that she has faith in her 

Farmers who use no-til planting While planting the corn this year, tenant. 
can learn something ne tnE!-.~Imj~~A-"wcao;.s-..;a .... l .... io...__.a"ip;>Jp~l)y;ziu:n'BSI--Qdr"=J~' -'o~r---...:'e!:.'T~.:.~hll<Q~ .. ~ieMe~fN!QIIIP~~or~AIE~-&:~-....,._ 
system each year, according to Ivan starter fertilizer using 180 pounds of that you only need a medium sized 
Simpson, a rural Spirit Lake farmer . 15-40-40 two inches beside and two tractor with 80 to 100 horse. Initially 

Simpson is currently in his first inches below the planter and 95 units you do have an investment in a good 
year of using a no-til plainting of liquid nitrogren behind the rows. planter. But this system keeps the 
system with a slot-tillage planter. Next year, Simpson said he plans topsoil where it is supposed to be," 
Simpson slot-tilled approximately to apply the herbicide with the liquid Simpson said. 
180 acres of corn ground this year. nitrogen while planting thus 

&lot tillage is planting in a slot eliminating a trip. He said that he's "The · reason we advocate this 
without disturbing the soil anymore still in his " first year of learning." system is for soil saving. Farmers 
than necessary. A disc opener or Simpson's corn ground was may do it for time and fuel co&.t 
ri~le or fluter coulter opens the cultivated once to further his belief savings. We think it is a valuab~ 
seed slot ahead of the planter. The that "soil should be stirred once to system for soil conservation because 
planting is done in a furrow that is a aerate and break the crust." it leaves crop residues on the sur-
slot. In addition to saving time, fuel and face to protect the soil against water 

COSTS CUT machinery costs, Simpson said that and wind erosion," said Clarence 
"If you're looking for a way to cut he believes this no-til system will Call, · District Conservationist with 

production costs, you should try slot- produce better yields which benefit the Soil Conservation Service. 
tillage. With my particular ~ the farmer and the landlord. 
operation, I hire a lot of labor. I ' Edna Swanson, of Spirit Lake, is Additional information about nQ-
combined the beans in this field last Simpson's landlord on a 60-acre til planting systems can be obtained 

· ·1 h hy calling he oil Conservatio 
In a normal year, a farmer could farm is located near Vick's Corner. Service at 336-2604. 

IVAN SIMPSON, a rural Spirit Lake farmer, planted 
about 180 acres of corn ground this year with a slot­
tillage system. Simpson explains the system in the 
story above. Pictured left to right, as they examine the 

corn ground, are Greg Michelson, Simpson's assistant; 
District Conservationist Clarence Call; Edna Swanson, 
Simpson's landlord; and Simpson. <Photo by Susan 
Reiser). 



CRP program protects lakes 
Clarence Call, Dickinson County Soil 

Conservation District Conservationist scans a few of 
the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) Acres 
which surround the Iowa Great Lakes Region. Tbe 

THE DICKINSON COUNTY Soil Conservation 
District again presented each sixth grader In the county 
with a green ash tree, a 22 year-old custom. Dickinson 
County SoU Conservation District commissioners are: 
Chris HolTman, Lake Park; Orville Berg, Spirit Lake; Bob 
Ingwersen, Spirit Lake; Jared Herbert, Lake Park and Tim 

acres help improve water-runoff quality into the lakes, 
thereby improving rJSh habitat, while conserving the 
soil. Dickinson County boasts over 14,000 acres in 
thP ~~p program. (Photo by Jay Mohr) 

Hemphill, Milford. (Above) Berg presents sixth grader 
Ben Peters with a tree while science Instructor Jerry 
Ingval, Jennifer Voss, Cory Edmunds, Amy Munson and 
science Instructor Tom Corcoran look on. (Photo by Jay 
Mohr) 

TREE GIVE:\WAY. The Dickinson County Soil Conservation Commission 
conducted their annual Sixth Grade Tree Giveaway in Spirit Lake last 
Friday. The commissioners give away trees every year to sixth g1·aders in 
their efforts to keep Dickinson County green and promote conservation. 
Pictured above are (front left) Nikay Dennert, Patty Wingert, Lynne 
Roseberry and Nichole Kane. (middle left) Keith Johnson and Clint Fod­
ness. (back left) Assistant Commissioner Orville Berg, Brian Radtke, 
Robbie Soat and Commissioner Chuck Shorey. <Photo by Jay Mohr l 

-- - - ---~--~ 



TREES PRESENTED - The Dickinson County Soil 
District Commissioners presented every sixth grade 
student in the county with a green ash tree la~t week. 
This is done every year. Shown above is Chas. ShJrey, 
commissioner, presenting trees to students at Milford. 
Also shown are Kim Clar, Lori Cable, Brad Knoblauch 
and Terry Miller. Dickinson County Commissioners 

are: Andrew Hoffman, Lake Park; Chas. Shorey, 
Spirit Lake; Robert Ingwersen, Spirit Lake; Orville J. 
Berg, Spirit Lake; and Ernest H. Skow, Lake Park. 

··Assistant Commissioners are: Maurice Dougal, Lake 
Park; and Chris Hoffman, Lake Park. <Photo by Julie 
Bockman) 

ALL SPffiiT LAKE SIXTH GRADERS received a free 
tree from the ASCS office last week to be planted in the 
student's yards at home. 



SIXTH GRADERS - are shown receiving a free event to sixth graders. They are asked to plant the tree 
Green Ash tree from Emest Skow reprer - •'ng the either at home or some other good location to help keep 
District SoU Conservation Commission. Tblsl annual Iowa green. ¢-S -J"3 

------~~------~------~~~~----~-

SIXTH GRADERS - are shown receiving green ash 
trees which they wiD plant at their own discretion. This Is 

an annual presentation by the Dickinson County Soil 
Conservation Commission. Presenting the trees to the 
class Is Commissioner Chris Hoffman. 



l'f clJ.( 1 'l 7.2 
SCIENTIST CITED __ Milbert Krohn, head of the Spirit Lake High School.science ~eJ?artmeht, .was 

awarded last week's "Project ECO'' certificate for his work with region protective associations~ co~tmu­
ing efforts to reduce pollution of lakes, and his extensive studies of the area. From left: Jodi WIII~rd, 
Jim Cox, Krohn, Kris Heitkamp, student science teacher. The award is presented weekly by the fifth 
period biology class of Ray Beal. 

RECEIV:ES 'ECO' AWARD - -This week's recipient of the "Project ECO'' award, a ~~ion presented 
each week by a SLHS biology class to an area individual for contributions to ecology, is Bob Ingwer­
sen, local farmer. Ingwersen has installed terraces, rotates crops and practices minimum tillage on his 
farm, and is also a longtime member of the SCS Commission. From left: Jim Cox, Peggy Wolf, 
Ingwersen, Sara Evans. 
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