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IRTRomcq}ION

The  Ida,  County  Soil  Conservation  District  subr.tits  the  followi.Tig
reT]ort  of  its  activities  for  the  1952  calendar  year..

fTh.e  District  is  still  folloi,oring  the  genera.1   s;heme  of  (1)  getting
the  ftrme\r  int`el.ested,   (2)  deireloping  with  him  a  r`1an  of  action  for  his
farm  a.nd  (3)  assisting  him  technically  to  T"t  this  plan  into  action.

`\,

Beca.use  ACP  assists.hoe  required  so  mich  of  the  technicians  time  this
year  it  `o.ia.s  imiDossible  to  contact  the  anticiT>ated  nuznber  of  prospective
cooDerators  to  develop  interest.  and  to  make  T>1ans  for  soil  conservation.
Nevertheless  we  feel  the.t  cooperg!ltion  `frJith Production  and Marketing
Adriinistration  has  set  up  a.  situation  that  created  mich  interest  and
understa.nding  a,mong  farmers  relative  to  soil  conservation.

Cooperating  a.nd  assisting  agencies.   firms  and  individuals  are  here-
by  given  credit  for  their  contr.ibutions  to  the  vrork  of  the  Soil  Conserva-
tion  Service  a,nd  the  Ida.  County  Soil  Conserive,lion  I)istrict.

Phe  a,gencies  listed  belo``,r  rna,de  major  contribut3.one  in  the  a,mounts
set  forthi

U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture.   Soil  Conservatiori  Services

Soil  Conservationist    GS-7  -  lp,  months  service
Soil  Conservationist     GS-,5`  -  12  months  service
Conservation Aid             GS-4 -5  months  service
Conservation Aid             GS-2  -2  months  service
Ira.nsportation,  office  space  and  supplies  for  the  above.
(U.S.  Post  C}ffice  Depa.rtment  furnished  office   space®)

The  Ida  County  Etirm  Bureau,  E]ctension  Sefvice.  and  the  Iowa
State  Extension  Service  cooperating  with  the U.So   department
of  j'igrioulture..

Assistance. for  the  County  Extension  Director  in
arranging.  meetings.   schools  a.nd  the  like  and  in
acting  as  secretary  for  the  District  Commi§§ioners

Ida  Ccunty  Production  and Marketing Administrations

Assista.nee  in  laying  out  contour  guide  lines
eeooo.00  in  offset  fund`s  for  Agricultural  Conserva.tion
Pr08ra.in

Iowa  Sta,te  Soil .Conservation  Committee

Assistance  in  coordinating  our  activities  with  those  of
other  districts
$1880.10  for  cl`erical  and  technical  a.ssi8tanc®
$  809.04  for  miscellaneous  expenses



DEIJTj.opliJG   I]\TTEHHsl   Ill   sOI|,   coiSSERi7:AIIoeT

`   The  Production  and Marketing Administration  through  its  AL,ric\iltural
Conscrva,tion  Pro:`ram  continues  .to  attra.ct   sop.ie   of  the  fa,rmers   of  this
district  to  conservation  i)rae.tices.    Hot/ever,   this  effect  is  not   so  pro--H

nounced  as  it  was  a,  few  years  ago.

The  Sioux  City Program  for  Perinanent  Agriculture,   siionsored  ty  the
Sioux  City  Chamber  of  Conme,rce' and  Jodrna,1  Trib`ine .Tinblications,   ha.s
attracted  many  f€'rmers  to  conservation  farming  through  its  intense  puth
licity  campaign.    The  District  ha,s  participated  ill  this  contest  since  its
inception.     In  1952,   Emil   Schmidt,:qHolstein;   Eivie  Dreeszen,   Holstein.:
Ed  Perion,   Ida  Grove  and  Justin  Ha-ywa,rd.   Ida,  Grove  were  county  winners  in
this  contest.

`

The  i.nstruct6r  for  the  vetera*'s  on-the-farm  training  course,  not-/  in
oT!eration  in  the  District,.  ha.s  beeh.  teaching  the  value  of  Sound  soil  con-
se.rvation.    }'.lost  of  the  trainee,a  hS'rye  been  influenced.  to  start  conservation
t>ractices  on  their  farms.                     '.. '

•i.:
''.I

The  Agricultura,1  Resources  Pros.ram.   set  up  `by  the  Ida  Count.y Agri-
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conservation  on  the  ground  in  step .by  step  and  yea,r  ty  .Yea,r  manner.
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'.   ±t  has  been  the  policy  of  the  District  to  furnis],i  see.akers,   slides,
movlos  and  lit,erature   to  requesting  grou¥)S  a.nd  or&`afynizatior.a  whenever  they
d®slre  to  set  ut]  st]eclal  Tirdgram§  on  soil  conservatloi...    This  holds  par-
t}Ou}?rrty.  tqu9  qu¥}P8: :?:ny?..L ¥S,Oi:,+.?oP:ervation  1,.leek,   held.  annually  in  June.

`                i            .                                                  ``       ...
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nirlng'  February  |952,  :the.   County `Extensig`n

sessions  of  six  hoTirs  e?dh.   'far.tic|papts  were
lea.aer §  Land  tJse   lfainii_1§...SC¥&9±.: I.i_¥*±.r:.:CS_P_9± ,_?OP
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tor  conducted  a

:8',3: ::::ui:g!i::
with agrioultura.1  leader  a,nd  sending  invitations  to.12  fa.rmers  residing
in  each  to.mship.    They  in  turn agreed  to..attehd  at  least  three  of  the
sessions.    If  they  did  not  agree  the  list  tr®s  filled  ty additional  invite,tlons.

Exphasis  was  pl`aced  on  the  why  ra,ther  than  the
Soecia.lists  were  used  in  most  ca§e8.     The  rechilt  of

how.     HF.tension
this  activity was

encouraging.    Avers,ge  attendance  at.  the  fenir   sessions  was  approy+|nate|y  85..



I

-.\.

Dla.ring  the. past  7e.ar  Veteran.s  OnLthe-Fan*  Train3.ng  Cia,sses  in  our
distilet  have` been  given  the.  f`L11est  cooperation.    The  group  in  turn  has
pa.rt.icLpa\ted  fully  in  the  Dlstrlct` C`onserv±`tion  Program.    |zL  order  tha.I
era,|nee.a  nay.I be  a.b.Ia  t..o  ]givt  the.ir  farm  .conservation  Plans  ire  opera,tion

:£:±:gt€£gs:r!`;:.±:±[i£:§s:3£O:r±:.:[¥y82::c£[:=£::ta::`:£[¥::::gnof
assl§tance.
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One  of  bui  al8tr,i6t  cormis8L®ne.I.§  ha'S-been  aDi3`ointed  to  ,t`ke  Program
•1`

:±aD=::gn£:#:±e:drf::t8:a±?`#:pe?:*tga.gt3::£i::ap€£::a:;me''gi::e:q:¥Soil
conse±vati®n  b®  `slie!bte..a. . hete+-.tng-|`es8  ``.iS  fe.el  tha,.t  sp|l  conservation  ls
in  line  with  other  ethde,tioae.1  a,d€.i+it.1.§'§  in  the  Di8tri6t.

The  rapidly  cia
servat.ion  Program  of

1.ng ;alloy aha p;ocedi,e. for  the Agrleultural  Con-
th  ha..a  +equlred  a.  1'ir-ge. .,funber  of  meetings-. and  nevys

releases  in  Order  thbt.`She  jaubllc  be  kept.  Lrifdined.    This. hB,a. b'9en. done,
.1.h` 195`2i  by  the  local  coiinty "IA  committee .in``a  Sat`isfa.ctory rianner6    Work
Uriit  p8lbohael  ire+e  assl8ted where  h'eeded and prdctib&l,

rmrtylNG  ron  sell  coNSEHVA"ON

A's.'  of  Pecenb.;r  51..   19ee  the  Di.@tridt.`had  255.  &c€iv`e  fain.. c6nseivi.¢1.ozL`,
plan8`;, ,  Thl8 `iheluSe8..88  ini'tlal. agreemendB  en.ter®d  into .+in.deri  the  pi.6grest
sire  plannipg` p.roe.edyre ` 1nedLg`irat6d. during. the, 'y€ar.    Th.e  added  fle±lbillty
of  thl8`  aharoach  app'®irs  €o  rie  €`o  be  aL  de8lrable  chang.®.

•  P.Ia,ns  have. -been  6ongit€®..a  .for  6oriStr`ict!1ch  oi` .fiodd` ,6`ohe.aol  neain;®s
on  the  East.Aldrich  Creek  chtLtyaterched.    Work. will  b6  ataited  when  fiinds
become  ace,1lable.

•.r`

ARELylNG  solr.,  OonsERVAT16rr  pinci'Ions

In  1952  the .D1.gt.rlct  persohnel  g®,ve. on-site  &sBlstance  ln  applying
Soil  saving  p±actlces  in  the  &Dounts  chown€

Oohtour  farnirig

Perra6`es

Contour. Fleid  BouzLdarles  `
`,

Adequate  Crori}ing  fystems  Plaari`®d

Tiling

9575 acreg

7tl7  mlled

741i  rods

1856 acres

dee8l  feet



the  Ida  County PMA  reports  the  fo|loi.^ring  esta.blishment  of  conserve.tion
pr'actices  in  this  D`istrict.    This  {s  based-upon  tots.1  pra.ctices  reported
and`  not  dus`t  those  ur]on  `thich-pa,yBehts  ware  made§

PRAcgICE    .

Stands.rd  terraces

Contour  plot.r  and plant

Contour  plant  ozLly

Contour  phant  row. crop

Seeding  `raterpeys

I,ine  Sprma .

Fort.ili8er  apreqd

Gree.a %onui®  crops .

Grassed heediapd§  establl8hed
.

\froov®  borml  Seeding

tm| T                      19 se                      ig5 i!

Mile                              5                              5

Acre                   i?. i95                   11.705

Acre                    11. 043                    10, 641

Acre                   28. 258                   a2. 346

Sq.¥d.                79 , 033                 674.166

]on                      i.5?i                    1,58b
.

qco                            100*                        995
'`

Acre                  27 , 048                  45, 29|
\

`,

lib.  Bod                919                   19,051
^.\`

Acre
.,,.

r  P?Q5...counted  only  on  legume  qua  gpa8&`  €®®dfng,
a

'`                ,,                                                                                                                             ,                     ?

`                               ',  in.apqus`
i                                            1`    ,                                                 -I`+-I        `'..I-,

994 i.581

•The {edn  of  the  District  1§  to  have  f8-rmers use  lQdk, acre  &ccord*ng `to
1€3` ca,pfLbillty cad  treat  each acre  9ccoidizig .to  its  needs  for protec¢&oa
apd`  ,1"pronrepezi,t.    The  broad problen  ls  .then  one  of  lBteresting  the  rezBahalng
agivroxin&te,}y  1100 farbere  ln a plenned -c-chseftotlon pr®gran.

•,..

' " .'  Ii\ Jid`er  `6f`  tri®i£  |aportapc®  our  ;J61l  con8®rvet'`ion problens  er;i 1

\`''
1`.

I;'    She;`t  ®r9sion  or  loss  of  9oll  from  htli  sldes®
'£'.    Maine:Uaance  of  fertility.                                                          ``

I.             `;`            `         :.-:                                                                                                                                                                                                            :.         a       33+.`:`

3.    Selection and aeiBteaaec6  of  crap  rota,tion; best  suited  to
`            ,  ,      8      sol}  tpeeendlayofthe'1and.                      `,-`   ,

t,         ,a:   .`4,    ;¢r&.§sed, totermays  and  gial`3;#i  cca¢rol.                I  '-.

'`        `5.     We,ed`¢ontroL                                                                    v~

:.` >< `   Th.e :L±,ttl.e \ :S.loux  Fl®od`  control  T}rchlco..+cap  best  be.;Solved  ty  keqp'`£`ng
rain  teter  on  the  land where  it  f&ll€;    "is .-can  begt...be  dane ..try  the  .so|u~
tlon  to, `p¥obleB!s, `l;i,9.ted  above  with .&ddsttion  of  re¢entlon.~r.e8er`toirs,; ,  ,.i, ,`, i



i'P.OOF.E SS  sothffiY
IRA  con``Tgy  son  con.asEHVA9Ion  DI sqRIor

EsqABLISEED -  RE.  19.   1945
?.'rork Unit  Office  Opened -  I,'(arch  13.   1946

In  1952                   9o  Date

Sulb-1.Jatershed.  Groups  Organl zed

Soil  Conservation  Sllrveys  (Acres)

Farm  Conservation  Plans  Completed  (No.)
(Acre)

Acres  Contour  Laid  Cult

i;tiles  Perraces Built
(

Acres  Definite  Crop Rotation  Planned

Educa.tional  I,.1eeting§  Held  (No.)
(Attend)

Tile  Lines  (feet)

l`fews  Articles

Demonstrations  and  Pours  {IVo.)
(Attend)

Radio  Ta,1ks

Birthday  Party  ("o.)
(Attend)

0

4.180

16
3543

9575

7

1856

?
440

36'581

`-,5

3
128

0

i
135

13

75'509

236
40.436

55

38.981

lop
3607

36.381

152

41
565

3
'7

1a85

H.  Lo  Elk.   Chairean
Ida  County  Soil  Oonservatlon  District
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