
65,000 Soii_Cooperators Aid . 
In Prese · n Of Wildlife 

Six:ty - ·five · ~umes, Mendell explained. 
Conservation Trhe more .than 20,00·0 farm 
ators are making a · ponds which ihave .been ibuirt 
tribution to the imprO'Vem•enlt on fal'1I'rl'B ·of soil conservation 
o~ lands SJUi~alble f.or, m.~in- d·ist.rilc~ .'cooperators represent 

· t~nance and .Increase 01! :wild..: a s11gniificant addi,tion ·to the 
liJ.fe populations, IFrank: . H. wa1ter area of llo.wa. :Farm 
Mendell, Sltate. Jcon.s,ewatlon- ponds constructed durinlg :the 
~t o~ U. S .. S01l Conserrva:tion past few •)'lears avera,ge about 
Servi,ce, ·said. one surface acre of water 

.Iowa rfarmers hold the :keYJ per ,pond. 
to swoces•sfu~ wi1MUfe ,crops · in ;Most ponds are :cotntpletely 
tlhe ye.ars .ahead. 'Dhis is true fenced from il!ivestook ;wit:h 
because more ,tJhan 90 pel'lcent many of trhe•m improved as 
of t<?'UX P<?tentra,l hunting land wi1dUfe ·aTe.as iby :Shrulb and 
ls m private .. ownership or eve:rrgreen plantings. Mos•t ha-
contr.ol. ve lbeen Sltooked wiith [iiSth -

Our rwi1dl1fe :crop, say1s Me·n·-' bass, lb1ue,gi11 and sometim.es 
dell, is prodUJCed a.nd har;vest-~ clhannel ~atfish. Fishing J.s 
ed on lands ,1Jhat are used for e~cellent m 1Jh.e well managed 
cultivaition, livestock, ,0.r wood ponds. TheTe IS' ·a grawing a­
pcr;oducits. Only a small .amJOount wareness., ·~f. lJ!l.any 'I:ow:ans· to 
of ·Land, mainly ;in .pulbHc own- ·t~e POSSUlbilltles df •this rela- j 
ed II'e'fu;g.es and shooting bvely new recrea~iona~ re- 1 

.grounds, 'IS used e~cliUJSi:vely so.ulfCe. 
!or wildlife. Wa,terlowl are quick to take 

Since 'our wildlilfe is 1pr;o- adV'~IlltaJge .of .these newly es­
duced o.n lands used .prilmarily :talbh~hed 1water ~reas•and they 
for a1g~11mrltural ~ay ·be found usmg them· dur- . 
success .of wil 1-ng ]both ifall and spring m·i-
depends ,on how •gratlons. 
r ·ancrhers use and Family-Sized Lakes 

List Incidentally, Mendell added, 
'Me.ndeH in many ,farmers have improved 

p.aslt 2·5 ry1e~r rec·ord , tihe .ar~as aro~nd their ,ponds 
rby ·soil .conservation . . as :family - s1zed · 
•COO!perators, slhows un.stalla- spots .. Sudh areas 
tion .of the foUowing 1soil and e.d IWI1th 'Sihe~ters, · , 
Water 'COnServatiOn JhaJVing :a f1repl~aces, .ai?-d tree anA ·'-'li'Jo,...,,, .J... 

direc:t lbenefit :to :wi'1d,Jtife: plan~1ngs. Some farmers have 
Hed:gerow· plantings, 300,00 pr.orv1ded sand :beBJ~hes around 

rods; ltre~ planting, 9,000 a·cr- the !pOnd lfor 1bathmg. . 
es; 1wild1i1fe area i:mprO'Vem·en.t 'Dhe 106,'00 acres o,f water-
38,000 a~c·res; farm ponds con~ way1s installed consist largely 
~truc,ted, 20,55:0; fis:h p1on.Jd,s of ;Stan,ds ,.·of su'italble ,gr.asses 
llillipi!'Oved, 11,000; JWatenways :VOhtdh have ,been eSitalbhshed 
devei.o,ped 106 000. m :dr:aws and 'water courses 

Aocord'iitg to Mendell, a wh1~:h twere .formely erodin.g 
· number .of S~tate and federal g;ulhes. Swcrh l!Ill:pro.ved grassed 

ageiliCies ha,ve and are provid- ~aterwa:ys ,serve as 1goo.d •Wiild-· 
in.g 1c•onsider·a.ble assistance to hfe travel lanes, esca1pe cover, .

1 lorwa 1farmers in •a,pplying and . alo~ 'the edges, 1groun.d 
these ·conserva,tion ,practices. nesting lbirds ~ay make their 
Technical · assis1tance is JPIIO·- nests. -

1 

vide:d :by ;the Soil Cons·erva- The. more t1h.an 267 tooo aCTes 
tion :Service, .·on of ·stnp crop!~mg means 1t:hat 
Sewice State a- alternate sltnps of meadow 
tion ' · and de~n-tilled c·rop.s will 
v·ation C :the provide v.ariable kinds .of ,co-
U. s. .Fislh and Ser- v_er and 1travel lanes ·across 
vice. T.he lruter ,two aJgencies flied slopes. 
a•l:s'o make tree and slhrub 
planUrug stock available ff.or 
widHfe ,planting .and fis'h lfor 
stockinrg of farrm lfish fPOnds. 
, Of m·a1terial aid to ,farm co-
opera tors is ;t:he c.os't sharing 
program ·O'f ACP as a:dminis-
Jtered by 1ocal A,$rk,wltuTal 
StatbHiza.'tidn a·nd"''t5ll{e: 1611 
committees. ''11he 'Izaak Wal-
ton 'League and' conservation 
sportsma.ns' ,grou!pS have don·e ~ 
much 1to facHita:te the albove 
programs. · 

Other significant practices 
insitalled 1by .Iowa's soil conser­
vatJon district ·c.ooperators •are 
as follows: 31'5,8-00 ·a!CreSJ of 1 

pas,ture ;plantilllg, 2,60<0 miles 
of diversion terra·ces, .268,000 
acres of strip croppin1g, 3,'800 
dr·O!P inlet s:tr:ootures, 930 dr~op 
spiHwa;Yl structures, 37,000 
m·iles ,of ;terr.adillg. 

The 1300,0.06 rods ··Of fhedg·e­
r.o,ws, ·O.f ihoneys.u:ck'le and mul­
tiflora l!'ose, established on or 
acr,oss ffarm tf:ields furnish 
food, 'coiVer, nesting places, 
and .trav-el lanes and enalbles 
wildlife to make !better use 
of ,farm ,lJands. 'Many s,r.· ,g­
lbir:d .nests are lfo,und in these 
ihedges. Sometimes as man~ as 
fbwo or 1more nests per rod are 
found. Hed.ger.ows fturnish 
food during m'uch .Qif 1the 1win-: 
Iter •when snow storms may 
cover !UtP other \f.ood. 

Add To Water Area 
The 38,000 acres· of land re­

ported as ~mproved !lor !Wild­
life 1ndudes areas ,p:lan f'ed, 
seeded or protected wild-
life ptUI!poses. Even ailed 
wa,ste o·r idle la.nd ihas re-
quently been made ·much 
more li<veaible for wildHfe 'by 
!the silmple ~addition of smaU 
~thicke~ts, cLumps of. ever.greens, 
•Or seedings o! 1g;rasses and le-


