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MILLS COUNTY' 

SOIL CONSEiRVATION~· ::· ' 
DISTR!CT· ·· .'· 

79/80 ANNUAL REPoRt 
We, the Commissioners of the Mills County Soil conserVation ~espectfutlY submit this 
Annual Report for Fiscgl year 80 for the revie-w and consideration of the citiz .. ens 
of Mills ,'County. 

We are elected public ~ffioials with the responsibility of making conservation work 
folf yo.u . . · It is a deinahding job;· but rewarding. Not in dollars and cents, but in the 
knowledge that we are helping conserve our natural resourc.~_s; specifical;Ly soil and 
water, for our future generations. An ou:rice of prevention is still worth a pound 
of cure. 

We would like . to say aTHANK YOU" to the Department of Soil Cdnservation, A.S.C.S., 
Extension Service, Schools, Churches, Banks, Newspapers and all other groups who 
helped our caus~ duri11-g the past year. A special "THANK YOU" to the more than 100 
persons who sent contributions tq help ' defray the costs of our conservation programs. 
Their generosity is most appreciate~. 

COMMISSIONERS 
Albert Washburn, Chairman •· 
Harold Tackett ·, Vice-Ch~rma.n·· 
Roger Jackson 
Paul Hathaway 
Richard Eiermann 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONERS 
Steven Roenfeldt 
Jolm Paul 
Scott Sayers 

.. ' ~ ****** 
D.C.'S COMMENTS 

Our recent severe weather has proven·one thing. No single conservation practice can 
control erosion under severe conditi~ns. Terraces are very helpful, but can't do the 
whole job where continuous row crop and conventional tillage are used. No-till is also 
needed. 

Using a no-till system to grow crops cu.ts soil losses by at least one-h,alf. No-"till 
is a relatively: low cost per acre practice·, but is effective. You get a lot, .of erosion 
control for yoU,l' dollar. Terraces and no-till are a very effective combination. The 
terraces reduce slope length making the no.:.till more effective. No-till reduces soil 
movement between terraces making the terraces last longer and reducing maintenance 
problems. · .. 

'· 
There are any number of no-till systems, but all ·have sever~+ points in co~pn~ _Success­
ful no-till operations all stress the importance of having a good sprayer .;:l.i1d. "using it 
properly. This is the key to making no ... till work for you. Another commo.n ·point is a 
planter built or specifically modified for no-till. Perhaps the D:l.cist impo~tant point 
is the need for good management. You just can't disc out your 'mis'takes and . start over. 

Weeds and insects were long thought to be special problems with no-till. Time and 
experience have shown this not to be true. Successful no-till operators say weeds 
and insect control is possible regardless of tillage systems used, 

Management is the key to no-till 

Dick Stille, District Conservationist 
Soil Conservation Service 
Stationed at the Malvern Field Office 
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FINANCIAL REPORT 

. ' . 
';I • . ' 

d~~i~s.~i~n~r Jvlileage . 
Office Suppl~~s ' 
Prizes r · 

$757 ~-99 ·: . . . 
... J09.8.2 

' 300 ~00; -
J~~htal 
Offic e Expenses 

:: L; 

· T.OTAL . EXPENDED 
.·:.: . . . 

·.": ,· 
'··· · 

III -11.1 EU:DGETS 
Cost-share 

1973/74 
! 974/75 
1975/76 
Y)7:6/77: ·· · 
1977/78 
.1:978/79 >·· 
1'979/80 . 

. ,. -,_ 

··r: 

PHOGRESS REPORT . 

· 55. i;X) 
;. , ..... ·. 474.84 

' 
.. $1896.75 

'. ·~ 

. .'i 
·:•r ... . ·; 

.• ! ' ·:. !" 

····r·•: 
.. • ~ , '" • • t. .•. f "'. .: . .. 

$29,238.77 
22,442.04 
24,737. 2j 
86-;'550.91 
77 ,ooo·.oo r· : 

' 1~)9,189.05 
65,000.00 ' f' · '. 

• •" ' • • . ~ i . : . : I I, ! • 

Salaries - Clerk & Aide 
St. ·sha r e FICA 
St. share IPERS 
Heal tb:Ins•. Cont .• 
Life ·Insurance . 
Disabl.li ty:.:Iris • . -

·Travel . , . 
Eq1t~P.znent . 

TOTAL EXPENDED · · .:r 
, ... 
' 

DISTRICT REVOLVING FOND 

Balance on hand 7-1-79 

Total deposits from water­
- Rh~d:S9 I·M' Budget and 

don,a tions 

'T~t~i , exP~~ses . i;; ' ··. 
Eala.hce' on hand·: ·~7-1•80 ·· 

····· .:·. 

• •• ·. ' < • 

1. ' ' ... , ·. 

$23,339.20 
1 ,430-17 
1 ,342.10 
1 '233. 14 

143.00 
158.70 
27.00 
65.00 

$27,738.91 

$ 555.04 

·45,072. 90 

44,922.1 2 

705.8 2 

. . ~.r.-:·.; ... ,:..·::,.· -:- ~· ··, . ~ -

_) .:?fFICE STAF~ ; 

2·1 Ne-:,'1: Coopera.tqrs -- 36B5 acres . ··· 
21 ~ Individuals ·assisted · .. 

J 11 Individuals appli~d a: practice 
375 acres planned 
294 ac:res :nevise(l )lazi's . ·~ . 

. . .. .:. . . . . .. ... ~. 

i'I;lnimum :.:t illage _,;.. •. ·, 2220: acres . · ~ ·. : · . 
Co::;tom::i.ng: ....... _ 14d26 :ac:t"e.s . · • · · · .. 
. 1 Grade_ Stab. St-:r:de'tiire · · . . ,; ~ . ' . . ~ 

232 ~ect Sediinert·F& Water Control basin 
356 ,060 feet terraces :., '· .. > 
3090 acres cropland beneJ'i£e~ .. 
226 acres pastureland benefited 

· ·- · :Riqb,·~;d 1/ , Stillev· District Conservationist 
.~ Leo VanFo ssonv Conservation Technician SCS 

. ::·J .RlphqJ:'d IVI~:p,ske ,. :State Engin~ering .Aid~? · 
·· · <: ~#4 SJe.'ll;er~.~: , . : Stat·e cierk ;.. . Typist. · · .· 

· · Mnr;ti~:"Nikins, - student· Train$9 ·'(79) · 
J erome·)•-tap ' · .. .Studeri-t Trainee (80) 
Mike Winchesteit; W.AE {79) -
Robin J ossen, WAE (80) 

. ·~ '. :.-~ ... 

* * * * * 
:· . ~ - ·' ' ~ . 

GIVE YOUR PLEDG:& AS AN AMERICAN, 

TO CONSERVE OUR SOIL AND WATER . 

. ..,.. . .. " ... 



") '. :~ MILLS cowfr. 
SOIL CONSERVATION 
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79/80 ANNUAL ·RE.PORT . 

v!e, , the Commissioners of the Mills County Soil Cbns~rvation respeotfuiiy su~t t,his 
Annual R~port for Fiscal year 80 for the review and consideration of the ci tizehs 
of Millf;l County. ·· ,, 

We are elected pii~·~i.9 off~cifY.~ with the responsibility of making cons~rvation wor~ 
for yo:u. It is a d.eiilandli.#t jd-b;, · 'but· wewarding. Not in dollars and cents, .put in the 
knowl~?dge that we are help~ 'c~nse#~ dl*-' :na~ur~. · resources, specifi(lally soil and 
vlater, for our future generations. An ouil:c~ 6£ pite1tenti.on is still worth a pound 
'of .cure. . · ' · · . 

:; ,I·..,_:~: ' ' ( 
' ' . ' . ,' . ' •. ( :· ~ ' •, . ~·. .;~ . . :. i . .. • ·, : : 

itle .would like to say "THANK ·YOU" to the Departinerit of Soil C6nserv~tion, A.s.c.s., 
'Extension Service, ~chooi;s, .J1li'll%'Ches, B~s, Newspapers an~ all other groups w~o 
helped our cause duririg the past year. A special ."Tii:ANK YOU" to . the more than .100 
:persons who sent con:tri:butions to help defray the costs of our obnservation pibgrams. 
·:L'heir generosity is m6st appredia.ted. . 

COMMISSIONERS 1 . ·,'· , 

All;>ert· 1tfashb;l,lrn, Cha.:i.i'rila.n , . 
Ha:r-old Tackett,; Vice-Cha.iiman 
Ro ·-er Jackson , , .. ~ ' \. · · 

b " . 
P3.u1 Hathaway. · 
Ricbard Bie1'1lia.im 

ASSISTANT c0Iv1Missid~ 
St.et-erl Roenfeldt 
Johri Pa,ul 
Scott Sayers 

- ~. i 

* * * * -if. 'l:f' ' · n.c.;s coMMENTs 
. ( 

Our recent kev~r~ weathet has pro'lren one thing. No single conservation practice can 
control erqsiob. imder severe conditions. Terraces are very helpful, but can't do the 
whole job whe~ bontiil.tloU.S tow crop and conventional tillage are used. No-till is also 
needed. . !~~ ( ·, ( r .. 

tr~{:Q.g a no;:.'Hli System to grow crops cuts soil losses by .at least one-half. No-till 
is a relati~ely low cost per acre practice, but is effective. You get a lot ,of erosion 
· ontroJ for your dollar • . Terrace~ and no-till are a very effective combination. · The 
terrace~ .. reduce slope length mB.king the no-till more effective. No-till ~~duces soil 
movemerit''b~~een ~erraces making the terraces last longer and reducing maintenance 
~roblems. · 

~nere are any number of no-till systems, but all have s~veral points in common. Success­
ful no-till operations all stress the importance of having a good sprayer and using it 
properly. This is the key to making no-till · work for you. · Another commen . point is a 
planter built or specifically modified for no-till. Perhaps the most important point 
is the need for good management. You just can't disc 'Qut your. mis.t¥es and start over. 

Weeds and insects were long thought to be special probl~~~ with no~till. 
experience have shown this not to be true. Successful no-till operators 
and insect control is possible regardless of tillage systems used. 

M&~agement is the key to no-till 

Dick Stille, District Conservationist 
Soil Conservation Serv~ce 
Stationed at the Malvern Field Office •· · 

Time and 
say weeds 
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:;:-M BUDGET 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

II-M .Blr.PGET 

Commik~i.~j!;ler Mileage 
Office . $,i}.pplieil i: · 
Prize~··,: ' · · '· 
Rental 
Office Expenses 

TOTAL EXPEJN.OED 

.: .. ! . 

• r.: . 

III-M ~BUDGETS · 
Ccst-share 

:-·.:.: : ··_, . 

. :.= · 
.~ , ~~- ... 

$7$?.09 
309.82 
300.00 
55.00 

474.84 

' $1896.75 

. .. .. 
' ;· , .. : .. 

$29,238.77 
22;442.04 

1973/74 
1974/75 
'1975/76 
1976/77 
'1977/78 
1978/79 
1979/80 

· ,': , ~ : · , - ~- . ~4. r737 ._23 
... l. . ' 

86,550.~ 91 
77 ,000 '~00 
99,189.05 
65,000.00 

•. J ,·. 
~~~~~i~s , - Cl1rk ~Aide 
st~' · share FICK . 
st: ~hare IPERS 
Health Ins. Cont. 
Life Insurance 

'•I" • ' r: · .~ •. :• '.:· 
· · D~sabill.'ty Ins • . · 

Trri.ve:t' · · · 
Equipment 

TOTAL EXPENDED 

' 

DISTRICT .REvOLviNG FOND 

Balatice on hand 7 ,;..1.:.. 79 
' ; :' 

1 . 

Total deiposi ts from wate:r­
sheds, I~M Budget and 
donations 

T6tai exp,enses 

Balance dn hand 7~1-80 

. $23,3J9 , 20 
' · 1,,430.77 

1,.342. 10 
1,2J3.14 

143.00 
1,58.70 
27.00 ' 
65.00 

$27,738.91 

44,922.12 

70.5.82 

*~**** 
PROGRESS. ~ REPoRT;· ··.·. : · . · . 

21 Ne~ '· G:~~~~a~~~s . -- · )~85 a~res · '.· · 
211 Individuals assistad 
111 Individuals applied a practice 
375 acres plamie~r' · .. ; : . . 
294 acres revised plans · · 

Mj.nimUm. .tillage _.;.· · 2220 acres ·, · 
Contouring . ~-.- 14026 acres · · · 
1 Grade Stab. Structure 
232 feet S~dime~t . &Water Control basin 
J56., o6o fe:et:•:'terrac'ee:.i , . . ; 
3090 acreSF~XOp-J.:~a ;:b~nefi ted 
226 ·acrea:pasturela.rld benefited ' .· . 

.. ' . • .. ; . .. ~ . ~ ., , ' . • r 
- · · . • ·J . ., : . .• · • . · . . 

Illchard.' i(' Stili~, ' ':District' Conservationist 
Leo VanFossen, Conservation Technician SCS 
Richard Maaske, S~a~e Epgineer~ Aide 
~t:& s't~vi3n~· ; ·' sta~e dlerk - rrjp~st 
Mari;.Ur'ACikins, . student Trainee .:~. (79) 
J~rolfie ~r1; . Student Trainee ( a·o) 
J.Vfi.k~ Wiil<±il~st~r WAE (79) .. .. . . , .. 

Rdbin Jesseri~ WAE (8o) 

. > * * * * *· 

GIVE YOUR PLEDGE; A.S AN .AMERICAN, 

TO CONSERVE OUR SOIL .AND \ifl.TE.R. 
') ~:- .!' I' 

.. ~ ... 
·'· 

~ . ' . 



FOIMA?Jl 

vJe 9 the Commi ssi oners of t he Fiills 
County Soil Conservation District , 
-' espectfully submit this annual re­
port for Fiscal Year 78/79 to you 
for reveiw and consideration. 

In looking back over the activities 
and accomplishments for the past 12 
months 9 it is gratifying to see the 
number of landowners who are staying 
on top of their problems. \vi th all 
that has been accomplished, there 
is still much that remains undone. 

'ltle, along with numerous other land­
owners feel that now is the time to 

1 implement those conservation prac­
tices that will conserve our natural 
resources. True, Soil Stewardship 
is designated as a special week in 
May, however, it is a duty of us 
all to practice soil stewardship 
all year round. If there is to be 
anything for our future generation 
to inherit, good soil and good water 
practices must be started now!! 
fllse all is lost! l! • 

We would like to thank the following 
individuals and groups for their ex­
cellent cooperation in helping make 
our committments to good land use 
easierg 
Soil Conservation Service, Depart­
ment of Soil Conservation, Corner 
Conservation Development Community, 
A.s.c.s., Exten~:..tcn, Cooperator 
Club Members, and the many otherE! 
too numerous t o mention. 

I-H 
Total Allocation - - . - - -~~ 1 8 70. 00 
Cornm:issioner I'-lileage - " .558."15' 
Office supplies - '"'! - - -~.; 514:14 
Offi~e expense - - - - - - - -$ 373.54 
Contest Prizes - - - - - - $ 316 .00 
Rentals - - - - - - - - $ ) , QO 
Demonstration ¥~terials - $ 8.02 

Released to State 6-30-79 $ 95.15 

II-M 
Total Allocation 7-1-78 - - - $24637.53 
Clerk Salary- - - -- - - - -$10743.75 
State Eng. Aide Salary - - - -~~ 13893. 78 
Equipment - - - - - $ 65.00 

Balance 6-30-79 - - - $ oo.oo 

III-M 

1973/7L~. 
1974/75 
1975/76 
1976/77 
1977/78 
1978/79 

COST-SHARE 

Total spent - ~~29,238. 77 
Total spent ~j:22,442.04 
Total spent ~~24 , 737.23 
Total spent $79,559.66 
Total spent $77 ,000.00 
Total spent $85,811.55 
Total obligated$ 300.00 
Unobligated . 

balance $ 1, 388.45 . 

DISTRICT REVOLVING FUND 

943.84 Balance on hand 7-1-78 $ 
Total deposits from water­
shed, I-M reimburstments 
and donations $107,614.80 

$108,003.60 Total expenses 

Balance 7-1-79 $ 555.04 

The above financial statement repre~ 
sent all finances from 7-1-78 tbru. 
6-30-79. 

TERl iCES AIITOl'iE? 

.Di d you know terraces are stil l one of 
the best soil-saving measures we ha're? ' 
Thsy can cut your soil and water l oss­
es by as much as 8~/o. 

''VJhat soil loss? 17 you ask. Well, ever 
noticed silt E.g3.inst the lower fence? 
Ditches when you cultivate or combine? 
Or _silt fans at the base of your slopes? 
I-f you answerecl. 11yes'7

, you've got soil 
losses of 10 to 50 tons per acre per 
year. 

. "So what, that's not enough to worry 
·about", you say. \-Jell, do you worrt 
· about profits or costs? Every ton of ,· 
soil loss contains about ~: 6~00 worth 
of fertilizex w:1ich costs you money. 
Every inch of rainfall saved gives you 
a 9 bushel per .'lcre higher corn yeild. 
Erosion and siltation can cut your 
stand by 3~;6. Ho¥r total -up your 
erosion costs. Are you w6rried?? 

You can avoid these costs by contrql-
· ling soil losses with terraces. , Nociern 
grassed-backslope terraces can be de­
signed for ~ny row spacing and most ­
point rows can be avoided or minim­
ized. 

So ~ Save yoursElf some soil and money. 
Give our office a call and let us help 
you get some te~aces built on your 
farm. It's time!!!! 

ANOTHER! 
Did you know -- that there were over 
416 9000 f eet of te:r-races built in lull­
County in F'iscal Year 79? Al\"':0 97% 
wer e parallel bench terraces??? 



,. 

C<IIMISSIOBERS: 

A. T.W~, Cmd~ 
Harold Tackett, Vioe-Chaiman 
Boger Jackson 
Richard Bieman 
Paul Hathaway . 

ASSISTANT Cat«SSlQNEBS: 
. . . 

Henry Pein 
Soot~ S8,J"ed 
John Paul 
Steven ~ent.eldt 

< OFFIOE.-Bif.DF: 

. . , ~stan Grissom, .:n.c .• (resigned 12-78) 
· Dave Clyman, : .. D.C. :(12-78 to 4-79) 

Dick Stillei D.C. (4-79 . 
Leo VanFossen, scs ~echnician 
Lisa Tyner" S~dent Trainee (78) 
Richard Ma4ske, State Eng. Tech. 
Ruth Stevens, State Clerk 
Edward Marshall, CETA Tech. {78) 
Ifike Winchester, CETA Clerk & \IAE 
Martin Adkins, Student Trainee (79) 
Robin Jessen, Clerical Aide (C!TA 79) . 

ABEA OFFICE PERSONNEL: 

E. o. Aust, A.c. 
Dick Birchmier, Area Eng~ · 
Marjorie Pleyer, Area Clerk 

1 
I 
I 
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MILLS COUNTY SOIL 
CONSERVATION DISTRICT 

I GIVE MY 

PLEDGE AS AN AMERICAN 

' IO SAVE AND FAITHFULLY TO 
; ' 

DEFEND FROM · WASTE. ::THE ' ; . .,-
. -:· !.. . .;.. -.- ... ~ .. ~ : ·. 

NATURAL RESOURCES OF 

MY COUNTRY - ITS SOIL 

AND MINERALS, ITS 

FORESTS, - WATERS 

AND WILDLIFE 

• ~ - • .1. ·' -j. 

ANNUAL REPORT .. 7 8/ 7 9 
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