Cherokee County Soil Conservation District

Reflects on 25 Years with
Co. Soil Conservation Service

L. 1o R.: Louis Bengtson, James Fee, C. C. Martin

Cherokee County Soil Conservation
Disrtict Marks 25 Years' Service

This vear, the Cherokee County Soil Conservation District Commis-
sioners submitted their silver anniversary report on the accomplish-
ments for 1969.

The District was officially organized on April 18, 194, with Louis
Bengtson, C. C. Martin and James Fee elected as the [irst governing
body.

Harvey Lindberg was assigned to Cherokee County in October, 194
as the first farm planner and Glen Craft as the [irst technician in Jan-
vary, 1945. Glen Craft retired in March, 1968 and Harvey Lindberg re-
tired in December, 1968,

Ford Ralston of Washta signed the first farmer agreement with the
Soil Conservation District in February, 1945.

Cherokee County farmers have installed an impressive amount of
soil and water conservation practices in the past 25 years. To date,
there are 865 farm owners who bave signed cooperative agreements
with the Soil Conservation District. If all the terraces installed in the
past 25 years were laid out in a continual line, they would reach 550
miles. Over %0 [arm ponds have been constructed and more than 100
erosion control structures. Nearly 1,400 acres of Cherokee County are
in waterways seeded to grass and more than 90,000 acres are protected
by conbouring.

This conservation on the Jand involves people and Cherokee County
farmers have received considerable recognition for their sol and water
conservation farming. In the 25 years, the District bas received The
Sioux City Permanent Agriculture Program Area Awanrd eight times.
Those men recognized m this manner wnclude James Fee, Pete Car-
sten. Herb Althaus, Vere Cornington, Art Dorr, Ralph Kiudas, Chiford
Chapman, Harvey Harrison, Keith Fee, Eldred Beeghly, Forrest Spen-
cer, Robert Florine, Ralph Patterson, Herbert Peterson, John Husman,
LaVern Gustafson, Lawrence Hohbach, Duane Hollenbeck, James
Bush, Robert George, Ronald and Royce Mortenson, Melvin Robinson,
Joe Eisenmenger, and Whillield and Darrell Adamson. In 1964, the
District was also honored for having the Sweepstakes Winner in the
Soil Conservation Achievement Awands Program sponsored by the Des
Moines Register. The farmer recognized was Robert Rawson of Pier-
son, lowa.

Nine watershed projects lave been completed in Cherokee County
and plans are completed on the tenth. The small watersheds are or-
ganized for the purpose of controlling soil and water erosion within a
complete drainage area, This involves the cooperation and participation
of all the nelghbors in a small drainage area who go together to solve
the problems of soil and water conservation which go beyond the ef-

forts of an individual landowner.

Report on 1969
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Dist. Activities

The Cherokee County Soil Con-
servation District observed its 25th
anniversary in 1969. This report is
dedicated to the conservation fore-
sight of its three original commis.-
sioners elected to serve in April,
1944. These men were James R
Fee, C. C. Martin and Louis C,
Bengtson.

Harvey Lindberg retired after
serving 25 years in the Cherokee
County 5oil Conservation District
and a total of 35 years with the
Soil Conservation Service begin-
ning with the CCC (Civilian Con-
servation Corps) in the 1930°s,

Miss Cathy Meloy of Cherokee
was the District soil conservation
speech contest winner, She also
won third place honors in the re-
gional contest at LeMars.

Dan George worked part-time as

conservabtion aide in the summer,
A rambinatinn ASTES Felonsion

abl W county [ant Thiemae !
booth was to give informetion on
rural water systems.

Paul Mevilor, Leonard Degan and
Richard Anderson were the County
winners in the Des Moines Hegis-
ter Contesl.

The Whitfield Adamson-Darreil
Adamson, Lewis Shea JoeEilsen-
menger and WceWilams-Melvin
Robinson [arms were Lhe County
and Area winners of the Sioux
City Program [or Permanent Ag-
nculture.

One set of America the Beautiful
pictures was taken to Southeast
Asia for teaching purposes.

Outdoor conservalion science
classes for the Meriden-Cleghorn
schools were held at the Martn
Access Area on May 13th and for
Rainel Knob County Park Area on
May 14th

An air survey over the counly
determined the llood damage caus-
ed by the runoff of the snow melt
in the spring of 1963.

The Commissioners hedd 10 reg-
ular monthly meetings and one
special meeting during the year,
Commissioners also altended two
ri*ﬂ.‘l.rl‘i.'ll COMMISSIOners ﬂ!ll:‘l.'t.ih]{h
at LeMars.

The District Conservationist pre-
sented a =lide talk to the Spring
Township Farm Bureau and the
Aurelia Womena Club. A talk on
the¢ proposed rural water system

was given at the Cherokee Rotary
Club,

The District Conservationist
served on a panel at a town hall
meeting called by the Cherokee
Community Action Committee to
discuss the Cherokee flood prob-
lem.

Two meetings were held with the
County Board of Supervisors with
Wallis Tonsfeldt, Area Conserva-
tionist and John Worster, Area Soil
Scientist, to discuss possible stan-
dard soil survey for Cherokee
County.

An Area Water Poilulion Contral
meeting was held at the Shefficld
Hotel in July.

District Clerk, Gladys Schroed-
er, attended the Annual Confer-
ence for Soil Conservation Com-
missioners al Hotel Savory, Des
Moines, [owa in September.

In Retrospect
by Bernard Braband, DC

i

of moisture. This was rellected in
the greal amount of drainage dome
in the county. Farmers saw the
need and this became a priority
for them. Having an adequacy ol
moesture resulted in bountifuol vields
also, Farmers were short of stor-
age and drying space. (This re-
minddls a person of the biblical
characler who tore down all his
granaries to rebuild more and
greater ones to store his bountiful
harvest).

When vou think back on 1969 to
try to visualize what vou did dif-
ferently 0 bring about such good
vields, you will have to admit that
it was all becauvse of adequate
I]'lU.'.':-I.uf\,‘.

Thos brings abouwt the reabization
that of all the management prac-
tices we can ose (o bring about
a good return in corn' yield, the
oneé important ingredient is mois-
ture. Therelore, any moisture con-
servation practices that can be
used, such as contouring, terracing
or mulch tillage and the combina-
bon of Uthese practices where
needed are important to  good
crop production.

Don't overlook the need for soil
and water oconservation There
are to0 many years in Northwest
lowa when loo little moisture is
the case during the growing sea-
Fn

ANNUAL REPORT

by Mildred Smith

“It's a long way back,’' ocom-
ments J. Ford Ralston as he cog-
itates on the 25th anniversary of
the organization of Cherokee Coun-
ty Soil Conservation District, con-
servation in general and its effect
on the agriculture picture through
the years.

Ralston has often been called
“"Mr. Conservation,”" a title just-
ly applied. One quarter of a cen-
tury ago when the concept of smil
conservation service was in ils
infancy in this county, this Grand
Meadow Township farmer had the
first complete farm plan in the
county drawn up for his farm west
of Washta,

In other words  he was the first
cooperator for this newly organ-
ized distmiel

Now 25 years later he s look-
ing forward to the completion of
2 50 acre Ralstos Watershed that
encompasses his farm and those
of his neighbors Work on the

Accomplishmentis

This Year Total 1o Date
TELTROES | cinsosinnsbmnnwmssesreviesnati; 104 (DOR 2,902,540 feet
Grass Walerways --..c-creceerecesem-== 90 ACTES 1,385 acres
PODAS e recer e m e ——————————— ;Eﬂ(t]!;l l?gmc?
Concrele e o e i e R eac each
Tile [T:':Jnitr.‘f‘:____....,,,-__‘_-. I 1] (o 1,894 881 feet
DAVersions —oooooecieccccnececeamenmea== 800 feet 56,3 feet
Drainage Ditoh ..o ocvroeeneeac-nane== B33 feet 30,703 fect
Wildlife Planting ......-ccccccccecaena 8 acres 262 acres
COOUIENE . oieeevcvmnrnnemnsennremme. S00 BCTES 93,089 acres
District Cooperators ..---.-e-mmr==== 22 each B65 each
Basio Plans - oo i i eanarasnn = 7 each 733 each
Plans Revised oot iicmn-vrarrmadaanans O each
Personnel
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS _
Vere Corrington «....e-eceeeee-- Cherokee, Iowa .. Chairman
Arthur DOIT ccmcceereemcacmaes Marcus, Iowa —ooeeae-- Member
Donald DeWitt . e accana-. Washta, Towa ----..-.-Member
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE e
Mrs. Gladys Schroeder ........-Quimby, lowa ......District Clerk
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE
Bernard L. Braband . N
{Feb. 1969 to present) oo District Conservationist

Monas C, Nixon
Alex H. Paul (Sept 1969 to present- Cherokee _ _
and O'Brien County) ...Conservation Engineering Technician
With technical assistance on reques! from:

Wallls Tonsfeldt - oeeessnocmme e —ioaso Area Conservatiomst

Sohtt Worstor: - e e o e e o Area 'Soll ‘Schentist

Vernon Meyer o e enuaa Civil Engineer

Fernt Delbritge e ooecroeecrmemesmnanmeemea e iemaea-AT0A CleTk
STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION _

Bill Farris, stationed at LeMars, Iowa ............District Forester
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Financial Statement
July 1, 1968-June 30, 1969
Louis C. Bengison, Treasurer
The 1-M and 2-M budgets are provided by the State of lowa

1-M Budgel AHOCAUHON .ccsccnrenrrecarmecrrrannecccnsinmssenan $ 300.00
Carryover from 67-68 [iscal year ...ceemecccanana-. Y e 191.66
D o L e ot o o e s i o e e X0 $ 691.66
Expenses:
Commissioners EXPOMEES eeeeccmcarsmemmeneemmeeseam—e———————— § 16625
O S I e o e e mm s e TP e T P S e — HL’I.{?
Printing Annual Report coecceccommme e e animnim e e 91.25
Prines 10 CoMEatE ol LU i usavies amnassanrn s e 25.00
DINCe BADEOSE - m s mm e o e 42.15
R L N e e e o e e P e £ 465.14
Fiscal year balance returned to State Committee office 6-30-69 22652
2-M Budget Allocation - ccmommrm e m e e $ 5.061.69
Salary, FICA, IPERS, Travel, Insurance—Total expended .. 5.061.69
DISTRICT GENERAL FUND:
Balance o Band T-1-08 cacr oo eer e e n e e e $ 63462
O I A e e s s e s et B8.50
L o e sy ey e e e e ey $ 72312
Tl o oty ot T T P 224.80
Balance on Hand 63000 oo eoc o ecccarm e £ 498.32
DISTRICT WATERSHED MAINTENANCE FUND: -
Balance on Hand 7-168 oo e e eeeereeeercccrcenememereeaeeaa $27.591.06
Watershed Maintenance Payments .. cceccccmeccicamciceeneneea 2.282.T1
IR s o e e et~ L1850
$31.058.83
Expenses e e o 151.75
Balance on Hand 6-30-69 oo oo oo $30,907.08

Disposition of the $30,907.08 is as follows:
$19.000.00 in Certificates of Deposit
$£10.000.00 in H Bonds
$ 1,970.08 in Checking Account

VERE CORRINGTON, Chalrman

We wish to take this opportunity to thank relsted agencies and
service organlzations and businesses for their continued support
fo the local soll conservatlon movement,

Especially we wish to remember the ASCS, Exirnslon Service,
Federal Crop Insurance Corporatlon, State Conzervalion Commis-
sion, the Counly newspapers, Radle Station KCHE & County Board

ARTHUR J, DORR, Commissloner

waltershed s expected to begin
this spring.

The proposed watershad is 60
percent in Cherokee County and
40 percent in Woodbury, When the
watershed was organized in 1964,
landowners involved voted to eall
it the Ralston Watershed in honor
of the [irst man to cooperate in
the conservation program.

Some preliminary work in soil
and water conservation had been
accomplished prior to establish-
ment of the Soil Conservation
[strict here when the Civilian
Conservation Corps camp was as-
signed to erosion control work un-
der supervision of Soil Erosion
Service. One such camp was es-
tablished in Cherokee before World
War II and work started on ap-
proximately 50 farms. These mark-
ed the beginning of soll conserva-
tion work in Cherokee County and
provided some demonstration ar-
£as.

But, generally, in these early
vears, the idea of terraces, con-
tours amd prassed waterways were
unacceptable, a good staight corn
row. regardless of terrain, was
one measure of a good farmer.

Ford's contribution to total con-
servation picture Is outstanding.
He served as Soil Conservation
Commissioner for 12 vears, 1950-
62 and was chairman for four of
Lthose years

A former member of the Little
Sioux Work Committee, he spent
many hours of his own tme pro-
moting soil and water conserva-
tion. He promoted several local
projects beneficial to soll conser-
vation and was one of the first
two representatives for Cherokee
County to the Northwest lowa Ex-
perimental Farm Association.

Ford was always present when
meetings Or projects n CONSer-
vation needed doing. faithfully at-
tending commissioners meetings

and watershed tours, helping state
contour lands for State and Pilot
Rock Plowing Matches and attend-

ing short course for district com-
missioners at Ames.

Ford also served one term on
the County Board of Supervisors
and as director from his township
on the Cherokee County Farm Bu.-
reau board of directors.

Ford's [arm typilies conserva-
tion at work on his rolling half
section. He has 275 acres ol con-
touring. 1.9 acres in grassed water-
ways, 5.6 miles in terraces plus
a weir notch for erosion control.

Ford now classifies himsell as
“retired’”’ but a complete livestock
program boosted his overall good
farming practices through his ac-
tive farming years.

Workingg side by side with Ford
in all his endeavors is his wile,
Belle. Church work, community

Don Carlson has added a ool
of his own design for press
wheels following the till plant-
er. Shown are Evan and Psul

Leonard Degen uses 38 Inch
row spacing on the contour,
All applications of fertilizer,
seed, herbicide and insecticide
are accomplished in ene Irip.

Mulch Tillage
Changing Picture

Mulch tillage machines wutiliz-
ing the system of planting the
crops directly in the residue of last
yvear's crop with no other ground
preparation other than chopping
the stalks is making a fast change
in Cherokee County according
Bernard Braband, DC.

To obtain the peaction to mulch
planting, the comments of two con-
servation farmers are nobed. Leon-
ard Degen of Aurelia started
mulch planting this year and Don
Carlson of Cherokee is a veteran.

Leonard Degen planted 300 acres
of corn this spring with a till plant-
er. He confessed having doubts
about the operation because it is
his first experience with the plant-
er. Degen chopped his stocks and
disced ahead of planting, although
he believes it was a mistake to
disc as the planter works best in
land which has not been disturbed,
Degen further remarked how ef-
fective the planter worked when
planting directly in alfalfa with
nearly knee high growth.

As a partng comment, Degen
said his fuel consumption after
planting 300 acres of row crop this
spring has been quite low, com-
pared to conventional operations.

Don Carlson of Cherokee has
planted row crops on a mmmum
tilage basis for so long, he can't
compare the results he gets to

B e e
service and neighborliness have al-
ways ranked high in their scheme
of life,

The Ralstons have two daugh-
ters, Mrs. C. J. (Ella Belle) Bar-
wick and Mrs. Dale (Emma)
Trapp, both of Grand Meadow.

DOMALD L. DeWITT, Commissioner

ol Supervisors and the Cherokee Chamber of Commerce Commun-
ity Action Committee. Alsa the many pecple who individually gave
of their time, talent, and experience to further the local program.

Without the Interes! of the enlire community, development Is

nol possible,

Carlson “helping’’ dad oul at
the ends of the field. Don also
plants on the contour using 38

Inchraw apocing.
L] L] L]

| — i N

Leonard says It Is hard fo vis-
ualize that all the crop is In
after two trips across the field,
once chopping stalks and the
next for planting.
- L] -
conventional planting, Vic Carlson,
Don’s father, began listing plamt-
ing in 1940 and Don carried on un-
til changing to the till planter in
1064,

This same till planter has plant-
ed 500-600 acres of row crop for
seven seasons and the orniginal
sweeps are still in use, "'Compare
that to plow share wear™, Carlson
stales.

Carlson commented that the corn
and soybeans planted with the
till planter emerge uniformily as
the seed is placed in moist soil
with no cloddy dry spols as is so
often the case with conventional
land preparation. GCarlson uses his
till planter on a great variety of
soils from heavy river bottom
land to light textured soil. The
planter works successfully in all
the soil types.

Carlson’s yields have been con-
sistently as good as yields obtained
by conventionally planted row
crops and in dry years he reports
better yields. Carlson has so far
seen no need for deep placement
of fertilizer as experienced by con-
ventional “'plow-down’’ applica-
tion. By broadcasting dry (ertifiz-
er after planting, he finds the cul-
tivation by the special "till"" cultl-
vator will plow the lertilizer suf
ficiently deep.

Carlson commented that litle or
no runefl is observed with this
type of planting and no dust blow-
ing has taken place. According to
experiments conducted in sodl and
water conservation, contour farm-
ing operations with a dll planter
are nearly as effective as lerraces
used in conjunclion with clean til-
lage on gradual slopes, according
to Braband,

THE AGRICULTURAL

CONSERVATION PROGRAM

by Clifford L. Chapman,
Cherokee Co, Executive Director

The 1870 Agricultural Conserva-
tion Program hasy been developed
and is carried out on the basis of
the following peneral principles,

1. The Cherokee County program
contains broad authorities to help
meet the wvaried soil and waler
conservation problems of the coun-
iy
"2 These programs are designed
lo encourage those soll and water
conservation practices which pro-
vide the most enduring conserva-
tion benelits practicably attainable
in 1970 on the lands where they
are to be applied.

3. Costs will be shared with a
farmer only on satisfactorily per-
f[ormed soil and water conserva-
tion practices for which Federal
cost sharing was requested by the
farmer before the oconservaltion
work was begun.

4. Costs are shared only on soil
and water conservation practices
which it is believed farmers would
nol carry out to the needed extent
without program assistance,

5 The purpose of the program
is w help achieve additional cons-
ervation on land now in agricultur-
al production rather than to bring
more land imto agricultural pro-
duction. This program is pot ap-
plicable to the development of new
or additional farmland by meas-
ures such as drainage or land
clearing,

This program is administered by
the Cherokee Coumty ASC Commit-
tee: Wm. F. Turner, Chairman,
Eric Carlson, Vicechairman, and
Louis C. Bengtson, Member, in co-
operation with the Cherokee Coun-
tv Soil Conservation Service and
District Commissioners,




