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ReRects on 25 Years with 
Co. Soil Conservation Service 

by Mildred Smith 
"It's a long way back," com­

ments J. Ford Ralston as oo cog­
alates on the 20th anniversary ol 
the organization of Cherokee Coun­
ty SoU Conservation District. con­
servation •n general and its effeot 
on dle agriculture pict.ure through 
the years. 
~alston has Dften been called 

"Mr. Conservation." a titie just­
ly applied. One quarter ol a cen­
tlll'Y ago when the concept of soil 
conserva llon service was in its 
dnfancy in this county. this Grand 
Meadow Township farmer had the 
first complete farm plan in tne 
county drawn up (or his farm west 
or Washta. 

In other words. he Y.<IS the first 
cooperator for this newly organ­
lied <llstnct. 

watershed Is expected to begin 
this spring. 

The proposed watershod is 60 
percent in Cherokee County and 
40 percent in Woodbury. When the 
wat>ershed was organized In 1964, 
landowners ~nvolved voted to call 
It t.he Ralston Watershed in honor 
of t.he first man to cooperate in 
the conservatnon program. 

• 

Dctn Carlson has added a tool 
of hi s own design for press 
wheels following the 1111 plant­
er. Shown ~re Ev:sn .and P:u:! 

• • • 

L. to R.: L0<1ls Bengtson, James Fee, C. C. Martin 

Now 25 years .ater he is look­
ing forward to the completion or 
2.650 acre Ralston Wal:e!sbed that 
encompasses his farm and those 
ol his neighbors. Work on the 

Some preliminary work in soil 
and water conservation had been 
accomplished prior to establish­
ment of the Soli Col'lServation 
Dlstnct here when the Civilian 
Conservation Corps camp was as­
signed to erosaon control work un­
der supervision or Soil Erosaon 
Servtce. One such camp was es­
tabllshed 10 Ulerokee belore World 
War II and work started on ap­
proximately 50 farms. These mark­
ed the beglnning or soil conscrva­
bon work 10 Cherokee County and 
provided some demonstration ar­
eas 

Cherokee County Soil Conservation 
Disrtict Marks 25 Years' Service 

T!us year. the Cherokee County Soil CollSEII"V'ation Dlstnct Commis­
sioners submitted their silver alllllversary report on the acoompi.i.sb­
moots for 1969. 

The D.istnct was ol(acJally organized on April 18, 1944. with Louis 
Bengtson, C. C. Martin and James Fee elected as tbe first governing 
body. 

Harvey Lindberg was a5Signed to Ctlerolree Colnly in OctobeT. 1944 
as the fi:rsl r~um planner and Glen Croft as the fir.;t technician in Jan­
uary, 1945. Glen Oralt 'Nlt1red in Ma rcn , 1968 and Harvey Lin<lberg re­
bi.re<l in Deoember. 1968. 

Ford Ralston ol Washta si~ the first fa'Mller agreement wi.ttlthe 
Sail Conservation District in February, 1945. 

Cherokee County farmers have anstalled an impressive amount ol 
soil aod water conservation prad:lccs Ill the past. 25 years. To date, 
tbere are 865 farm owners who have signed coopemtive agreements 
wttb the SoU Conser-vation DJStrict. U all the terrnces installed m the 
past 25 years were lald out w a continual !me, t'bey would reach S50 
miles. Over 90 farm ponds have been constructed and more than 100 
el'OS'IOO control structures. Nearly 1,400 ocres of Ole-rokee County are 
m wal:lerways seeded to grass and more than 90,000 acres are protected 
by coorounng. 

This consen.-auoo on the land mvoh-es people and Cberok:ee Count.y 
Canners have rece~ved considerable recognition for~ soil and Y.-ater 
oooservabOn fannmg. In t.11e 25 years. Ule Dlstnct bas received The 
Sioux City Permanent Agraculture Program Area Award eight times. 
Those men reoogruz.ed m thlS manner UICiude James Fee. Pete oar­
sten. Berb Altbaus, Vere Cornngton, Art Dorr, Ralph !Gudas, Ctifford 
Obapman. Harvey Harn.son. Keth Fee. Eldred Beeghly, Forrest Spen­
cer. Robert Flonne, Ralph Patterson. Herbert Peterson, John Husman, 
LaVern Gustalson, Lawrence Hollbach, Duane Holleobeck, James 
Busb, Robert George. Ronald and Royce Mortlen.son, Melvin Robinson. 
J oe Eisenmenger, and Whallaeld and Darrell Adam.son. In 1964, the 
Distnct was also honored for havmg the SweepstJakes Winner in the 
Soil Conservation Achievement Awards Program sponsored by tOO Des 
Moines Register . Ttle farmer recognized was Robert. Rawson ol Pier­
soo, Iowa. 

Nine watershed proJects have been completed in Cherokee County 
and plans are comple\00 on the tenth . 'l1he small watersbeds are or­
ganized ror the purpose or contro!Ung soU and waJt.er erosion wi'thin a 
complete drainage area. This Involves the coopel'atloo and> participation 
of all tOO neighbors m a small drainage area who go together to solve 
the problems of soU and water conservation which go beyond d-Ie ef­
forts of an <individua1 landowner. 

• 
Report on 1969 
Dist. Activities 

Tbe Cherokee County Soil Con­
servation Distnct observed its 25th 
anniversary m 1969. Tlus report LS 

dedloated to tbe oooservat10n Core­
sight oltts three ongmal commis­
sioners elected to serve in Apnl, 
1944. These men v.ere J ames R. 
Fee, C. C. Martin and LoU11s C. 
Beogtson. 

Harvey Lindberg rebred after 
serving 25 years in the Cllerokee 
County Soil Coo.servallon District 
am! a tolaJ of 3S years with the 
Soil Con9ervation Service begln­
nmg with the CCC (Oivilian Con­
servation Corps) in the 1930's. 

Miss Cathy Meloy or Cherokee 
was Uhe Distnict soil conservation 
speech contest winner. She also 
won third place honors in the re­
gional contest at LeMars. 

Dan George worked part time as 
conservation aide in the summer. 

A comblnntlon 1\SCS Fnr n ion 
'" Ul 

at the county fatr Tlteme ~ ~L 
bootb was to gave information on 
rural water "'Ystems, 

Paul Meylor. Leonard Degan and 
Rachard Anderson were the County 
winners in the Des Moines Regis· 
ter ContesL 

The Whitfield Adamson-Darrell 
Adamson, Lewis Shea.JoeEisen· 
menger and WcWilliams-Melvin 
Robinson farms were the County 
and Area winners ol the SIOWC 
C1ty Program for Permanent Ag­
riculture. 

One set or Arot'nca the Deeutilul 
pictures "as takt>n to Soudleast 
Asia for tcachang purpa.~>s. 

Outdoor consen·ataon scaence 
classes Cor the :\1eriden Cleghorn 
schools "a.>ra.> held at the :\fartin 
Access Area on :'.1ay 13th and for 
Ramel Knob County Park Aroo on 
111ay Hth. 

An air survey ovcr the county 
determmed the Oood damage caus­
ed by tha.> runoff of the -snow melt 
m the spring of 1969. 

The Commissioners hcld 10 reg · 
uta r monthly meet.ulgs and one 
'pecinl meetmg during the year 
Commissioners also attl'I'Kk>d two 
regaonal commissioners meetings 
at Le.Mars 

The District Coll:oll"''\-allonlst pre· 
:<enled a ~lade talk to the Spring 
TO\\nshap Farm Bureau and the 
Aureha Womens Club A talk on 
the propo~ rural \\&Wr system 

was given at tbe Cherokee Rotary 
Club. 

T be District Conservationist 
served on a panel at a town ball 
meeting oalled by the Coorokee 
Community Action Committee to 
discuss tbe Cherokee flood prob­
lem. 

Two meetings were held with the 
County Board of Supervisors wath 
Wallis Toosfeldt, Area Conserva­
tionist and John Worster, Area SoU 
Scientist, to discuss possible stan­
dard soU survey for Cherokee 
County. 

An .1\roa Water Poilutio>n C.:mtrol 
meeting was held at the Sheffield 
Hotel m July. 

District O!erk, Gladys Schroed­
er. attended the Annual Confer­
ence for Soil Conservation Com­
missioners at Hotel Savory. Des 
Momes, Iowa in September. 

In Retrospect 
by Bernard Braband, DC 

lt\- i9 \ no 'P all ,.., 
_____ ()..._, . 0 S\U ., 

Df moisture. This was reflected in 
the great amount ol drainage done 
in the county. Farmers saw the 
need and this became a priority 
Cor them Having an adequacy or 

mwsture resulted 10 bountiful ytelds 
also. Farmers were short. or stor­
age and drying space. (This re­
minds a person of the biblical 
oharacter wbo tore down all his 
gronanes to rebuild more and 
greater ones to store his bountiful 
harvest). 

When )'OU think back on 19E9 to 
try to \il>ua.tize what you did dif­
ferenUy to bring about such good 
)~elds. you will bave to admit that 
1t Y.as all because of adequate 
moisture. 
This brings about the realiz.abon 

that of all the management prnc­
llees we <:an use to bnng about 
a good return in com yield, the 
one important ingredient is mois­
ture Therefore, any moisture con­
servation practices that can be 
u:;ed, such as contouring, terracing 
or mulch tillage and the combina­
llon or these practices where 
needed are important to good 
crop production. 

Don't overlook the need for soU 
and water conservatioo. Tbere 
are too many years in Northwest 
Iowa when too little mo1sture is 
the case during the growing sea-
son. 

Accomplishments 
This Year Total to Date 

Terraces -----------------------------.47,784 feet 2,902.540 feet 
Gross Waterways ---------------------- 58 acres 1.385 acres 
Ponds ---------------------------------- I each 94 each 
Concrete St.ruct.ures -------------------- 6 each 119 eacb 
Tile Dnuns -----------------------------94.006 feet 1.894.881 feet 
Diversions ----------------------------- 650 feet ~.354 feet 
Drainage Ditch ------------------------ 833 feet 30,703 feet 
Wildlife Plantmg ----------------------- 8 acres 262 acres 
Contouring ----------------------------- 300 acres 93,089 acres 
District Cooperators ------------------- 22 each 865 each 
Basic Plai'IS ---------------------------- 7 each 733 each 
Plans ReviSed -------------------------- 9 each 

Pe•·sonnel 
DISTRICT COMMISSIONERS 

Vere Corrmgton ---------------Cherokee, Iowa _______ Chainnan 
Arthur Dorr ------------------ Marcus, Iowa _________ Member 
Dona}d DeW1tt ---------------- Washli8, Iowa ---------Member 

STATE SOIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 
Mrs. Gladys Schroeder _________ Quimby, Iov.oa ______ District Clerk 

SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE 
Bernard L. Braband 

(Feb. 1969 to present) ----------------District Conservationist 
Monas C. Ntxon --------------------------Conservation TechniCian 
Alex H Paul (Sept 1969 to present- Cherokee 

and O'Brien County) .•• Conservation Engineering Technician 
With technical assistance on request from : 

Wallis Toosfeldt ------------------------------Area Cooservationist 
John Worster ------------------------------------Area Soil Scientist 
Vernon Meyer --------------------------------------Ch"il Engineer 
f'ern Del~ge ------------------------------------------~ ~erk 

STATE CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
Bill FarrJS. stationed at LeMars, Iowa ____________ District Forester 

Financial Statement 
July 1, 1968-June 30, 1969 

Louis C. Bengtson, Treasurer 
The 1-M and 1-M budgets .,e provided by the Sl ate of Iowa 
1-M Budget Allooataon ----------------------------------------$ 
Carryover from 67~ fiscal year ------------------------------

Tot.al Alloca tlon ----------------------------------------------.$ 
Expenses: 
Comrrussioners eX'I)CI\Ses --------------------------------------$ 
Office Supplies ----------------------------------------- -----­
Pnnting Annual Report --------------------------------------­
Pr>ZeS for conLests -------------------------------------------­
Office expense --.-.-----.-------------------------------------

500.00 
191.66 

691.66 

166.25 
140.49 
91.25 
25.00 
42.15 

---
Tot.aJ e~s --------------------------------------------$ 465.14 Fisoal year balance returned to State Commktee office 6-30-69 226.52 

2-M Budl(et Allooatlan ----------------------------------------$ 5.061.69 
Salary, FICA. IPERS. Travel, Insurance-Total expended -- 5,061.69 
DISTRICT GENERAL FUND: 
Balance on Hand 7-1~ --------------------------------------$ 634 62 
LDoome ------------------------------------------------------- 88.50 

Total -------------------------------------------------••••• $ 723.12 
E:x~ ------------------------------------------------------ 224.80 

Balance an Hand 6-30--69 ----------------------------------$ 498 32 
DISTRICT WAT ERSHED MAINTENANCE FUND: 
Balance on Hand 7 1~ ---------------------------------------S27.591.06 
Watershed Mamteroa.nce Payments ---------------------------- 2,282.17 
Interest ------------------------------------------------------- 1,185.00 

$31,058.83 

E:~ ------------------------------------------------------ 151 75 

Balance on Hand 6-30 69 --------------------------------------$30.907 08 
Daspo!Sltion of the $30,907.08 is as follows : 

$19.000.00 m Certlftcates of Deposit 
$10,000 00 an H Bonds 
$ 1.970 08 in Checking Account 

But. generally. In these early 
years. the idoo of terraces. con­
tours and gras~ waterways were 
unacceptable, a good staighl corn 
row, regardless of terrain, was 
one measure or a good farmcr. 

Ford's contrabullon to total con­
servation picture is outstanding. 
He served as Soil Conservation 
Commissioner for 12 years. 1950-
62 and was chairman for four of 
those years. 

A former member or the LlttJe 
SIOUX Work Committee, he spent 
many hours of his own time pro­
moting soil and watcr conserva­
tion. He promoted s<lvcral local 
projects beneficial to soU conser­
vation and was one or the first 
two representatives for Cherokee 
County to the Northwest Iowa Ex­
penmenlaJ Farm Association. 

Ford w&s always present when 
meetings or projects m conser­
vation needed doing. faiWuUy a t­
tendlng commissionl'TS meetings 
and watershed tours. helping state 
contour lands for State and Pilot 
Rock Plowing Matches and attend-

lng short course for district com­
missioners at Ames. 

Ford also served one term on 
the County Board of Supervisors 
and as director from has townslup 
on the Cherokee County Fann Bu­
reau board or dlrectors 

Ford's fann typ1hes conserva­
tion at work on his rolling half 
section He has 275 acres ol con­
tourmg, 3.9 acres m gras~ water­
ways, 5 6 miles in terraces plu.~ 
a weir notch for erosion control 

Ford now classllies himself as 
"retired • but a complete bvestock 
program boosted lus ovcrall good 
farming practices through Ius ac­
tive fanning years. 

Working ~ide by side witb Ford 
in all his endeavors is his wife, 
Belle. Church work, community 

Leonard Degen uses 38 Inch 
row spacing on the conl0<1r, 
All applications of fert ilize r, 
seed, herbicide an d Insecticide 
are accomplished In one trip. 

Mulch Tillage 
Changing Picture 

:\1uloh tillage machines utiliz­
mg the system of planting the 
crops directly in the residue ol last 
year's crop with no other ground 
preparation other than c.hoppmg 
the stalks is making a fast change 
10 Cherok'ee County aocordJ.og to 
Bernard Braband, DC. 

To obtain the reaction to mulch 
planting, tlle colllllrents of two con­
servation farmers are noted. Leon­
ard Degen or Aurelia started 
mulch planting tbis year and Don 
Carlson or Cherokee is a veteran. 

Leonard Degen planted 300 acres 
of com blris spring witb a till plant­
er. He confessed having doubts 
about Ute operation because it is 
his first experience with the plant­
er. Degen chopped rus stocks and 
disced ahead or planting, although 
he believes it was a mistake to 
disc as the planter works best in 
land which has not been disturbed. 
Degen further '!"emarked bow ef­
fective the planter workeld when 
planting directly in alfalfa with 
nearly knee high growth. 

As a parting comment, Degen 
said his fuel consumption after 
planting 300 acres or ~ crop this 
sprmg has been quite low. com­
pare<! to com-entional operations. 

Don Carlson of Cherokee has 
planted row crops on a rrurumum 
tUiage basis for so long, be can't 
compare the results be gets to 

service and neighborliness have al­
ways ranked high in their scheme 
or life 

The Ralstons have two daugh­
ters. :\trs. C. J. (EUa Belle) Bar­
\\ick and :0.1rs. Dale (Emma) 
Trapp, both of Grand Meadow. 

VERE CORRINGTON, Chairman ARTHUR J . I:>ORR, Commissioner DONALD L. DeWITT, Commissioner 

We wish to lake this opportunity to thank related agencies and 
servlee organl~atlons and businesses for their continued support 
to the lout soli conservation movement. 

Especially we wish to remember the ASCS, Extension Service, 
Federal Crop Insurance Corporation, Stale Conservation Commls­
llon, the County newspapers, Radio Sta tton KCHE, County Board 

of Supervisors and the Cherokee Chamber of Commerce Commun­
Ity Action Committee. Also the many people who Indiv idually gave 
of their lime, talent, and experience to further the local program. 

Without the Interest of the entire community, development Is 
not possibl e. 

Carlson "helping" dad 0<1t at 
the ends ol the field. Don also 
plants on the contour using 38 
!:-:ch rew :p:acln; 

• • • 

Leonard says II Is hard lo vis­
ualize that all the c rop Is In 
after two trips ac ross the field, 
once chopping stalks and the 
next for planting. 

• • • 
conventional planting Vic Carlson, 
Don's father, began hsting plant­
ing in 1940 and Don carried on un­
til changmg to the till planter in 
1964 

This same till planter has plant­
ed 500·600 acres ol row crop for 
seven seasons and the ongmal 
sweeps are still m u!le. "Compare 
that to plow sbal't' "'"""'". Carlson 
states 

Carlson commented tbat the com 
and soybeans planted \\lth the 
till planter emerge uruformil)' a.s 
the seed is placed in moist soU 
with no cloddy dry spot.s as LS 5ID 
often the case With conventional 
!arid preparabon. Oarlson uses Ius 
till planter on e gre;~t variety or 
soils from heavy river bottom 
land to light textured soil. The 
planter works succes:;fully In all 
the soil types. 

Carlson's )'lelds have been con 
si.stently as good as yUelds obtained 
by conventionally planted row 
crops and In dry years he report.s 
better yields. Carlson has 50 far 
seen no need for deep placement 
of fertilizer as expcrteneed by con­
ventional "plow-down" apphca­
bon. By broadcasting dry reruliz­
er after planting, he finds the cul­
hvabon by the special "till" cuiU· 
vator will plow the fertilizer !IUi­
hcienUy deep. 

Carlson commented that little or 
no runoff is observed wtth this 
type .>C planting and no dust blow­
ing has taken place. Accordmg to 
expenments conducted m soil and 
water corr.JervaiJOn, contour farm­
ing operation,; \\ith a till planter 
are nearly as effe<:ti\'e as terraces 
used m OOOJuncbon Wlth clean lll­
lage on gradual slopes, according 
to Braband. 

THE AGRICULTURAL 
CONSERVATION PROGRAM 

by CbHord L. Chapman. 
Olerokec Co. Executive Du-ector 

The 1970 Agracultural Conserva­
tion Program h.'ll> been dev·eloped 
and is earned out on the baSJ.S or 
itle following general principles. 

I. The Cherokee County program 
contains broad authoMtiM to help 
meet the varied roil a.nd water 
oonservataon problems or the OOIIJl.­

ty 
2 'J1hese programs are designed 

to encourage llho:;e soil and water 
conservation practaces whach p~ 
vade the most enduring oon:.crva­
tion beneflt.s practicably attamable 
in 1970 on the Ia nds wlx!re they 
are to be apphed. 

3 Costs w.U be shared v.ith a 
rarmcr only on satisfactonly per­
formed soil and water conserva­
tion practices Cor which Federal 
cost sharing was requested by the 
fanner before the consen-at•on 
\\Ork was begun. 

4 Co.ts are shared on! y on 150il 
and water conservation proctices 
whach tt is belie'ed fanncrs would 
oot carry out to the needed extent 
without program asSIStance 

S. The purpose of the progmm 
is to help achieve addit.ional cons­
ervation on land WoN m agncultur­
al production ra tiler than to bring 
more land into agricUltural pro­
duction. This program IS not ap­
plicable to the development of new 
or additional farmland by meas­
ures such as dromage or land 
clearing. 

This program is administered by 
the Cherokee County ASC Commit­
tee· Wm F. Turner. ObaJ.rman, 
Enc Carlson. Vi<:e~hainnan, and 
Louis C. Bengtson. Member, in oo­
operataon with the Cherokee Coun­
ty Soil Conserva tlon Servtee and 
Dastnct CommtSsionen. 


