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Cass County SWCCD CASS SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
2014 ANNUAL REPORT 

503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1 Atlantic, Iowa 50022 

Cass SWCD Host Cover Crop Meeting 
CASS SWCD held a Cover Crop meeting on 
March 12,2014 at the Cass County Community 
center. Iowa' s Secretary of Agriculture, Bill 
Northey spoke about the Iowa Nutrient Reduc­
tion Strategy and re·ceived questions from at­
tendees on the strategy and where he sees Iowa 
currently and in the future. Local producers 
from Cass County, Nick Hunt, Kelly Cunning­
ham, Dave Steinbeck along with Barry Kusel, 
from Manning and Paul Ackley from Bedford 
Iowa served as panelist for attendees to ask 

P:(712) 243-3180 

questions about their experiences on incorporating cover crops into their farming opera­
tions. Stefan Gailans from Practical Farmers of Iowa was also on hand to provide infor­
mation to attendees on seed varieties and data from trials that the Practical Farmers of Io­
wa have been conducting on cover crops. He also provided crop data following cover 
crops and answered questions on crop insurance. Matt Lechtenberg, Water Quality Initia­
tive Coordinator with IDALS-Division of Soil Conservation also attended and provided a 
presentation on the Iowa Water Quality Initiatives. Approximately 30 people attended 
from around the area and brought great questions to the panel. Any producers who would 
like more information on Cover crops should stop by the district office at 503 W. 7th 
Street, Atlantic. Thanks to all who made this a success. 

Partners working together 

F: (855)223-7140 
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J1 working together, always learning 

Department of 
Agriculture 

$1.4 Million Available for Water Quality Practices 
Iowa Secretary of Agriculture, Bill Northey announces $1.4 million in cost share funds was made available to help 
farmers install new nutrient reduction practices such as cover crops, no-till or strip till, or using a nitrification inhibitor 
when applying fertilizer. In five business days, there were 597 different farms in 90 soil and water conservation dis­
tricts protecting and enhancing nearly 60,000 acres of cropland. These funds will be allocated by first come first serve 
basis to all soil and water conservation districts. The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship received 
$4.4 million for the Iowa Water Quality Initiative for fiscal year 2015. Cass County Soil and Water Conservation Dis­
trict also made funds available to producers for cover crops at $20 per acre on 20 acres maximum. Producers will be 
encouraged to signup for cover crops to be planted for four continuous years. Producers had till August 15th to signup 
for local funds. 

clean water 
- IOWA 
CLEANWATERIOWA.ORG 

Cass Soil & Water Conservation District 
Curt Behrends Greg Zellmer Ray Wilson Fred Kay Chase Wheatley Alan Peterson 

"The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider. " 



SWCD Election Results 
The terms of two Cass· 
County Soil and Water 
Conservation Commission­

ers, Greg Zellmer, Pymosa Township 
and Frederick Kay, Grove Township, 
of Atlantic, Iowa will expire at noon on 
January 1, 2015. Successors will be 
elected at the general election Novem­
ber 4, 2014. Soil and Water conserva-

on district commissioners serve with-
salary and guide the overall soil 

and water program in the county. Greg 
Zellmer and Fred Kay were re-elected 
to serve four year terms beginning Jan­
uary 2, 2015. Alan Peterson was ap­
pointed as Assistant Commissioner. 
The Cass SWCD meeting is the third 
Tuesday of each month. Curt Behrends, Greg Zellmer, Alan Peterson, Ray Wilson, Chase Wheatley, Fred Kay. 

Alan Peterson of Cass County Receives State Award 
Alan Peterson, Assistant Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Commissioner in Cass County received the Ruth 
Wagner Award on September 3, 2014 at the 68tl' Annual Iowa Soil and Water Conservation Districts Commissioners Confer­
ence at the Sheraton Hotel in West Des Moines. The Ruth Wagner Award is an award started in 200 I to honor Soil and Wa­
ter Conservation District Assistant Commissioners. Johnson SWCD gives the award in memory and honor of Ruth Wagner, 
who served the Johnson SWCD for 53 years. Alan is a very dedicated assistant commissioner who attends all of the district, 
regional and annual meetings. He had been actively participat­
ing in federal and state conservation programs even before he 
showed interest in serving as an assistant commissioner. Alan 
participates in the district ' s watershed tour, performs duties 
for the commissioners, brings good discussions to every meet­
ing, and judges conservation posters and scholarship applica­
tions. Thanks to Alan and his hard work in making contacts 
throughout the community, the Cass SWCD 70th anniversary 
celebration was a success. Alan is an important part of the 
Cass Soil and Water Conservation District. Alan Peterson was 
presented the award from Johnson County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Commissioner and Conservation Dis­
tricts of Iowa Region 7 Director, Alex Schmidt. 
For additional information contact Clare Lindahl, Executive 
Director with Conservation Districts of Iowa, phone: 
515 .289.8300, Email: clare.lindahl@cdiowa.org. 

No-Till Drill Rental 

Alex Schmidt and Alan Peterson, Assistant Commissioner 

The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District has a Great Plains No-Till drill available for rent by land­
owners in Cass County. If you would like to rent the drill , landowners must make application at the district of­
fice and pay a $50 non-refundable deposit. The rental rate is $1 0/acre with the non-refundable deposit applied to 
your final bill. Delivery and pickup is provided to the landowner by the district drill employee. For more infor­
mation call the district office at (712)243-3180 or stop by our office located at 503 W. 7th Street, Ste I , Atlantic, 
Iowa. 

Cass Soil & Water Conservation District 



2014 Scholarship Winners 

Wyatt Saeugling Jacob Steinbeck 

The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District pro­
vides scholarships to area youth in Cass County who are pursu­
ing education in the field of agriculture or natural resources. 
These funds are raised each year through the tree sales pro­
gram. Area students are encouraged to contact their guidance 
counselors or stop by the district office at 503 W. 7th Street, 
Atlantic for applications. Applications are due by mid March 
of each year to the district office. Wyatt Saeugling of Atlantic 
and Jacob Steinbeck of Griswold were awarded this years Cass 
County Soil and Water Conservation District scholarship at 
their schools class nights by Commissioners, Fred Kay and Ray 
Wilson. Wyatt is the son of Aaron and Danna Saeugling of 
Atlantic and Jacob is the son of Dave and Tammy Steinbeck of 
Griswold. Congratulations to both of them and wish them both 
the best of luck with their college studies. 

Cass SWCD Welcomes Summer Intern 

I'm Zach Jorgensen, age 21 of Adair, lowa. Twas raised on our family ' s farm where we raise cattle, corn, beans, and alfalfa. 
My parents are Paul and Jeannette Jorgensen. I will be a senior at Northwest Missouri State University majoring in Animal 
Science and minoring in Commercial Agriculture. After college I plan on farming with my parents and working within the 
agriculture industry. While Zach was employed for the summer with the district, he assisted technicians in survey, layout, and 

Zach Jorgensen 

design of summer constructed projects, conducted CRP status reviews, assisted the 
District Conservationist and Soil Conservationist in conservation planning. Zach 
was also able to help with some of the conservation compliance field work and 
worked with the District Conservationist in administering the CTG grant in Gris­
wold. The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District was very happy to 
host a summer intern this past summer. 

DSC is delighted to have 35 interns with us across the state this summer. They met for a summer kickoff meeting with Secretary Northey on May 
28th. All interns have graduated high school and will attend, are attending, or just graduated with an agricultural/conservation focus. 

Atlantic Staff 

Andrew Koehlmoos, Soil Conservationist 
Dave York, District Conservationist 
Jana Coughlin, State Secretary 
Steve Fluckey, State Technician 



Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company and the Conservation Districts of Iowa 
(CDI) co-sponsored the Soil and Water Conservation Poster Contest. The Cass 
SWCD is honored to announce the following winners of the local judging done by 
the Cass SWCD. This year' s winners are Katie York and Bryan York. All stu­
dents grades K-12th grade can compete in the conservation poster contest through 
their schools. 

KATIE YORK 

ENVIROTHON WORKSHOP 

Amanda McNees, Soil Conservationist 

BRYAN YORK 

The Cass SWCD partners with the Adair SWCD 
each year to host an Envirothon workshop for 
schools located in their counties. Presenters on each 
topic is brought in to help students brush up on 
information and to ask questions. The Envirothon 
competition is held each year with Regional competi­
tions starting in March. Bryan Hayes with the DNR 
Fisheries, Micah Lee with the Cass County Conser­
vation Board, Lindsey Barney, DNR Forester, along 
with Amanda McNees, NRCS Soil Conservationist 
all presented information in each subject area. 
Thanks to the presenters and Adair County Soil and 
Water Conservation District for 
partnering together with Cass 
SWCD to provide this opportunity 
to students in both counties. 

Cass Soil & Water Conservation District 
Curt Behrends Greg Zellmer Ray Wilson Fred Kay Chase Wheatley Alan Peterson 



Cass County Soil & Water Conservation 

Financial Report FY 14 

July 1, 2013- June 30, 2014 

Revolving Funds 
Balance 7/1/13 
Total Deposits 

Total Expenditures 
Balance 6/30/2014 

IFIP FY14 

Balance 7/1/13 

Total Obligated 
Total Expended 

Balance 6/30/14 

District Policy Update 

$29,766.37 
$14,908.86 

$20,379.11 
$24,296.12 

$262,423.09 
$151 ,571 .82 
$110,851 .27 

$0.00 

Drill Fund 
Balance 7/1/13 
Total Deposits 

Total Expenditures 
Balance 6/30/14 

REAP P FY14 

Balance 7/1/13 
Total Obligated 
Total Expended 

Balance 6/30/14 

The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District is an­
nouncing some changes in the State Cost share program for con­
servation practices. The district's local policies and annual rates 
are reviewed each year by the District. The Iowa Department of 
Agriculture and Land Stewardship, Division of Soil Conserva­
tion announced that anyone that is approved after July I , 2014 
will only have one(l) year from their approval date to complete 
their work otherwise cost share funds will be cancelled. Land­
owners who need their time extended will need to make a re­
quest in the district office and state why they have been unable 
to complete their conservation practice within the one(l) year 
time period. These requests will be forwarded to the Division of 
Soil Conservation central office for review. The Division of Soil 
Conservation will also be providing some state cost share funds 
to Soil and Water Conservation Districts for spring work jobs. 
Applicants who are approved for Spring work will have till June 
30th to complete their work, otherwise funds will be cancelled. 
The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District is also 
making some changes to the state cost share program at a local 
level by adding Swnmer Construction of conservation practices 
to be completed between June 15th -September 15th. The Dis­
trict would like applicants to indicate at time of sign up if they 
are interested in Spring or the Swnmer Construction build times. 
Landowners currently signed up should contact the District of­
fice for more information on these changes at 503 W. 7th Street, 
Ste I, Atlantic, Iowa 50022. You may also reach the District 
office at (712)243-3180, Ext #3. 

$4,911.32 
$4,839.26 

$2,104.71 

$7,645.87 

$57,087.45 
$37,571 .20 
$19.516.25 

$0.00 

REAP F/NG 

Balance 7/1/13 
Total Obligated 
Total Expended 

Balance 6/30/14 

Farm Practices Maintenance 
Submitted by Steve Fluckey, State Technician 

FY14 

$5116.76 
$3440.65 
$1.676.11 

$0.00 

An important part of any farm operation is proper 
maintenance of conservation systems. With fields bare, this 
is the perfect time to review your farm for needed mainte­
nance and repairs, which will help extend the lifespan of 
terraces, waterways, and ponds. Sediment build-up in ter­
races can prevent drainage and limit water storage. Soil and 
crop residue can also accumulate around the intakes pre­
venting water drainage. It is important to clean out any sed­
iment and trash. While cleaning the areas, look for any 
damages that may have occurred and repair them. Broken 
terraces can funnel runoff and cause large gullies. Cut and 
spray any trees that might be on the terrace using approved 
herbicides. This is also a great chance to reseed any spots 
where seeding didn ' t take. Also check your waterways for a 
build-up of sediment. If reshaping is needed, spring would 
be the best chance for seed establishment. Just a reminder, 
structures/ponds should also be checked, especially around 
the inlet or intake. Remove any trash or tree limbs that have 
accumulated. As with terraces or waterways, spot seeding 
may be needed until vegetation is well established. Trees 
and shrubs should also be cut and sprayed along the dam. 
Though it is okay to flash graze your structure, livestock can 
be harmful and should not be on it all the time. Check all 
fences and gates to ensure that cattle are mostly excluded. 
Taking time to attend this maintenance now could prevent 
costly problems to conservation systems in the future. If 
you have questions or need assistance developing a success­
ful maintenance plan, don ' t hesitate to call your local Natu­
ral Resources Conservation Office. 

Cass Soil & Water Conservation District 
Curt Behrends Greg Zellmer Ray Wilson Fred Kay Chase Wheatley Alan Peterson 



NO INTEREST LOAN PROGRAM 

Since 1983, the Division of Soil Conservation has 
been offering No-interest loans through the Iowa Fi­
nance Authority. Loans made under this program can 
be used to fund conservation practices that protect soil 
and water resources. Examples include terraces, wa­
ter and sediment control basins, grade stabilization 
structures and waterways. To apply for these loans, 
applicants must meet the following requirements: Ap­
plicants must own the land where the conservation 
work will take place, Tracts of land must be over I 0 
acres with a minimum of $2,500 of agricultural prod­
ucts sold annually and project must meet NRCS field 
specifications. 

TERMS OF LOANS 
*Up to $20,000 loaned per borrower 
*Loans set up to be paid back in equal installments 

over a I 0 year period 
* 2% loan fee paid to district prior to issue of finan­

cial funds to landowner 
* Security interest will be placed on the land until 

loan is paid in full 
* Payments due March I st each year with no penalty 

for prepayment 
* Loans can be used to fund 100% of the cost up to 

the loan maximum, and can be used in conjunction 
with other public funds (EQIP or Iowa Financial 

Incentive Program funds). 

Landowners can sign up for this loan at the Cass 
County Soil and Water Conservation District office 
located at 503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1, Atlantic, Iowa. 

CONTRACTORS MEETING 

STATE REVOLVING LOAN PROGRAM 

Iowa Finance Authority offers the state revolving loan 
program to eligible applicants to implement practices fo 
animal feeding operations, waste storage facilities, deep 
bedded buildings or other roofed manure control struc­
tures that provide 100% confinement. Terraces, grade 
control and sediment control basins, pasture and hay 
land planting or prescribed grazing, grassed waterways, 
fi Iter strips, windbreaks are also eligible under this pro­
gram. The purpose ofthe loan program is to improve 
and protect Iowa's water quality. The loan assistance is 
facilitated through the State Revolving Fund. For more 
information on this program, please stop by our office. 
This loan can be used in conjunction with other public 
funds (EQlP or Iowa Financial Incentive Program funds. 

TERMS OF LOANS 
* Loan amounts from $5,000-$500,000 
* Terms up to 15 years 
* Can fund up to 100% of eligible project costs 
* 3% fixed interest for life of the loan 
* Applications accepted anytime 
*Available through the lender of your choice 
* Can be used in conjunction with grants/cost share 

Landowners can sign up for this loan at the Cass Coun­
ty Soil and Water Conservation District office located at 
503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1, Atlantic, Iowa. 

Cass and Audubon County Soil and Wa­
ter Conservation Districts hold contrac­
tors meetings every other year to help 
keep contractors informed with any new 

changes with the programs and engineering changes along 
with information from utility companies and material suppliers 
and Iowa Department of Transportation. Approximately fifty 
four people attended this bi-annual meeting to which they en­
joy a great lunch also. This is a great time for contractors and 
staff to come together . 



USDA - United States Department of Agriculture 

Conservation .... Your Farm Your Plan 
by Jamie Carpenter, Assistant State Conservationist(FO) 

Although the 1996 Farm Bill introduced conservation financial assis­
tance programs to the list of services that USDA' s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service provides, long before then - since 1935 during the 
Dust Bowl to be exact- and still today, the agency' s focus is providing 
free conservation planning assistance to Iowa's farmers and ranchers. 
NRCS has at least one office in every Iowa county, located at USDA 
Service Centers. With conveniently located offices comes local 
knowledge of local resource concerns. NRCS employs soil conservation­
ists, engineers, biologists, and even specialists in grasslands and wet­
lands, to assist landowners through the conservation planning process. NRCS ' s number one priority is to 
provide high quality technical assistance through conservation planning that effectively addresses re­
source concerns on the landscape. 
What is a Conservation Plan? 
A conservation plan is a record of a client' s decision(s) in managing the natural resources on the land. 

Conservation planning is the first step in managing all natural resources on your farm. Conservation 
plans are the basis for all assistance NRCS provides to clients and the basic tool for clients to manage 
their natural resources to attain sustainable use and sound management of soil , water, air, plant, animal , 
energy, and human resources. To protect these resources, NRCS works one-on-one with landowners to 
plan and install conservation practices to reduce soil erosion; improve soil health and air and water quali­
ty; create and restore wetlands; enhance fish and wildlife habitat; improve pasture and woodlands; and 
reduce flooding, all while considering the client ' s economic and social needs. 
The greatest value comes by having the client engaged in every step of the planning process to combine 

experienced farming skills with NRCS science-based knowledge. Through participation, the client devel­
ops an understanding of the natural resource issues, interactions, and treatments necessary for resource 
sustainability. Like any good plan, a conservation plan can be revised as needed by the client to ensure it 
is still aligned with their operational, economic and social needs. 
To initiate the conservation planning process, call or visit your local NRCS office located at 503 W.7th 

Street, Atlantic, Iowa 50022 or phone our office at (712)243-3180 to schedule an appointment with a 

NRCS planner to visit your farm. 

Nutrient Management Meeting 
Submitted by Lance Porter, Soil Conservationist, Winterset Office 

We had roughly 30 attendees from the farming communities and NRCS field offices ofCass, Audubon, 
Adair and Madison Counties. We had a farmers panel of 3 individuals that spoke of their farming opera­
tions and how they use cover crops, now most of the farmers had not done cover crops long enough to see 
a reduction in need for commercial fertilizers but were excited to see the test results of their next soil 
samples. The farmers panel were using cover crops to enrich the soil health and help control soil ero­
sion. We had Matt Lechtenberg from Iowa Department of Agriculture & Land Stewardship, and he 
spoke about the Iowa reduction strategy and the steps landowners need to take to help achieve the goals 
set and how the NRCS and partners can help the landowners achieve these reduction goals. The third 
speaker was an Ag Leader and he spoke about new technologies that are being developed to better man­
age a farming operation. From cost and inputs to realistic yield goals and market potentials. 



NEWS from Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship- Division of Soil Conservation 

James Gillespie, 
Division Director 

TAKE THE CONSERVATION 
CHALLENGE 

I don ' t know you personally and you 
probably don ' t know who I am, but more 
than ever we need to come together, as 
landowners, farmers, and urban folks, 
and challenge ourselves to do something 
more for conservation this year. It seems 
that there are lots of challenges out there 

like getting fit and healthy, taking the ice bucket challenge, running 
or walking for different causes, taking a pie in the face , kissing a 
pig or things like that. Well , my challenge for you is to do some­
thing new this year for soil and water conservation, and together we 
will make environmental improvements in Iowa. 

When you have done your new thing this year, share it. Post it to 
Facebook, Twitter (using hashtag # lnewthingforwater) or other 
social media accounts. Tell your friends and neighbors. Show oth­
ers what you are doing and encourage them to do something as 
well. Sharing your conservation efforts will get others involved in 
the challenge. 

There are numerous reasons to participate in this challenge. We 
have so many valuable resources in Iowa to protect. We demand a 
lot from our resources; to produce food , fiber, recreation and a great 
place to live and work. We choose to live in Iowa because it pro­
vides the quality of life we are looking for. Don ' t we want to insure 
that it is going to be preserved for future generations oflowans? 

What I personally plan to do in this challenge is to seed down some 
areas on my property to native grasses and forbs , use cover crops in 
my garden ( I don ' t farm any ground), and talk to everyone r can 
about the importance of soil and water conservation. 

Thank you for considering this challenge and if you have questions 
or need technical assistance please feel free to contact your local 
field office. You are also welcome to contact me at 

jim.gillespie@iowaagriculture.gov . 

In the U.S ., Iowa ranks number one 
in the production of eggs, pork, soy­
beans, and corn, and number two in 
beef. Iflowa were a country, it 
would be the third largest producer 
of corn in the world . That ' s pretty 
amazing considering Iowa is only 
36 million acres in size with only 25 

Vince Sitzmann million acres dedicated to row crop 
Field Services Bureau Chief production. These are impressive 

numbers by any standards, but 
equally important is the conservation ethic Iowa farmers subscribe 
to. Farmers throughout the state spend millions of dollars annually 
out of their own pockets to install conservation practices on their 
land, which makes them leaders in conservation implementation as 
well as leaders in ag production. 
Two years ago, Iowa unveiled the Nutrient Reduction Strategy 
(NRS). This was the first plan of its kind in the nation, aimed at 
reducing nutrient losses to the Gulf of Mexico. The strategy was 
pioneered by the Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stew­
ardship, Iowa State University, and the Iowa DNR. It incorporates 
the best science and research we have available and it was built for 
Iowa. Shortly after the Nutrient Reduction Strategy was released, 
implementation of the plan was launched and is known today as the 
Water Quality Initiative (WQI) . 
Over the past two years we continue to see exciting momentum for 
the WQI. Iowans are engaged, new partnerships are expanding, 
and farmers are implementing conservation practices they 've never 
tried before. The Nutrient Research Center at ISU has been estab­
lished with the purpose of pursuing a science based approach to 
nutrient management research. The Iowa Agriculture Water Alli­
ance (I A W A) partnership between the Iowa Corn Growers Associa­
tion, Iowa Soybean Association, and the Iowa Pork Producers has 
been established, each committing one million dollars annually 
over the next five years to advance the implementation of the WQI. 
The Iowa Legislature has also committed 16.8 million dollars over 
the last two years to support conservation and water quality im­
provements both in special project areas and for statewide practice 
implementation. 
We have made great strides through the voluntary approach to con­
servation, but we have to keep the momentum growing by explor­
ing more and different types of conservation practices on the land­
scape. We have new and emerging technologies in addition to our 
traditional conservation practices that will improve our nutrient 
management efforts. I would encourage everyone to evaluate their 
farming operation and ask yourself if there is more you can do on 
your farm . Solving water quality issues is something everyone has 
to be a part of if we are to continue our leadership role in ag pro­
duction and conservation implementation. If you are interested in 
learning more about the NRS or the WQI you can visit 
www.cleanwateriowa.org or stop into your local SWCD to learn 
how you can be part of this important initiative. 



Cass Soil and Water Conservation District 
503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1 
Atlantic, Iowa 50022 

• Annual Tree Sales 
Tree sales are held each year in Cass county. Anyone interested in purchasing trees and shrubs from the SWCD need to order by March 1st of each year. 

Landowners can apply for assistance through IDALS-DSC for REAP funds to help with installing new windbreaks. Applications taken first come first served till funds 
are exhausted. For more information stop in the SWCD office. 

Cas5 County Soil & Water Conservation District 

503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1 Atlantic, Iowa 50022 

Phone:(712)243-3180 Fax: (855)223-7140 

2015 ORDER FORM-TOTAL PAYMENT IS DUE WITH ORDER 

Potted Evergreen Height Price Quantity Total Price 

of Pots 

Black Hills Spruce 2-3' $ 25.00 

Black Hills Spruce 3-4' $ 30.00 

Black Hills Spruce 5' $ 58.00 

Colorado Blue Spru ce 2-3' $ 25 .00 

Colorado Blue Spru ce 3-4' $ 30.00 

Colorado Blue Spruce 5' $ 60.00 

Norway Spruce 2-3' $ 30.00 

Norway Spruce 3-4' $ 40.00 

Co nco lor Fir 15-24" $ 20.00 

White Pine 2-3' $ 25 .00 

White Pine 3-4' $ 30.00 

White Pine 4-5' $ 40.00 

Fraser Fir 3-4' $ 30.00 

Hybrid Willow 6' $ 10.00 

Bare Root Height Bundle Price Bundles Price of Singles Total 

Deciduous Trees Size Per Bundle Ordered Singles Ordered Price 

Northern Red Oak 2-3's 25/bundle $ 43.75 1.75/ea 

Bare Root Height Bundle Price Bundles Price of Singles Total 

Deciduous Shrubs Size Per Bundle Ordered SinJlles Ordered Price 

Cranberry, American 2-3' TR 10/bundle $ 30.00 3.00/ea 

Dogwood, Redosier 2-3'TR 10/bundle $ 27.50 2.75/ea 

Lilac, Common Purple 2-3' TR 10/bundle $ 20.00 2.00/ea 

Don't see the variety you want? Call our office at (712)243-3180 and we will see if we can locate that species for you. 

Order early, our trees and shrubs sell quickly. You will receive a postcard in early April 

informing you of the location,date,and time for picking up your trees. 

Make your check payable to the CASS SWCD 

Name _________________________ ___ 

Address. ____________ City _____ _ 

Phone ________ _____ Date of Order ________ _ 

SUBTOTAL _______ _ 

7% Sales Tax _____ _ 

Total Amount 

State ___ Zip _____ _ 

USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND PROVIDER 

• 
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Cass SWCD 
Hosts Cover Crop Meeting 

CASS SWCD held a Cover Crop meeting on March 12, 
20 14 at the Cass County Community Center 

Iowa ·s Secretary of Agriculture, B1ll Northey, spoke 
about the Iowa Nutnent Reduction Strategy and received 
quest1ons from atten<Jees on the strategy and where he sees 
Iowa currently and 1n the future. Local producers from Cass 
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• 

The Function of the Conservation District: To take available technical, 
financial, and educational resources, whatever their source, and focus or 
coordinate them so that they meet the needs of the local land user. 

Iowa's Secretary of Agriculture Bill Northey 
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Zellmer, Kay re-elected after 
terms expire at beginning of year 

Pictured are Commissioners {from left) Curt Behrends, Greg Zellmer, Alan 
Peterson, Ray Wilson, Chase Wheatley and Fred Kay. 

The terms of two Cass Coun­
ty Soil and Water Conservation 
Commtsstoners, Greg Zellmer, 
Pymosa Townshtp and Fred­
enck Kay, Grove Township, 
of Atlantic, exptred at noon on 
Jan. 1, 20 15 Successors were 
elected at the general election 
Nov 4, 2014. Soil and Water 
conservation dtstnct commls­
stoners se1 ve wtthout salary and 
gutde the overall soil and water 
prog1 am tn the county. Greg 
Zelhner and Fred Kay were re­
elected to serve four year terms 
begtnntng Jan. 2, 2015 

• 
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Cover Crop meeting held in Atlantic 
$1.4 million available for \Vater Quality Practices 

Cover Crop .................................................... ..... From page one 

County, Ntck Hunt, Kelly Cunningham, Dave Steinbeck along wtth 
Barry Kusel, from Mannmg and Paul Ackley from Bedford, served 
~s panehst for attendees to ask questions about their expenences on 
Incorporating cover crops Into their farming operations. 

Stefan Gailans from Practical Fanners of Iowa \Vas also on hand 
to provide Information to attendees on seed vanetles and data from 
trials that the Practical Fanners of Iowa have been conducting on 
cover crops. He also provided crop data following cover crops and 
answered questions on crop tnsurance. 

Matt Lechtenberg, Water Quahty lnttiattve Coordinator wtth 
IDALS-Dtvtston of Sotl Conservation also attended and provtded a 
presentation on the Iowa Water Quality Irutiattves. Approximately 30 
people attended from around the area and brought great questions to 
the panel 

Any producers who would like more tnformatlon on cover crops 
should stop by the distnct office at 503 W 7th Street, Atlantic. Thanks 
to all who made this a success 

Iowa Secretary of Agncul­
ture, Btll Northey, announces 
$1 4 milhon in cost share funds 
was made avatlable to heJp farm­
ers Install new nutnent reductton 
practices such as cover crops, no­
till or strip ttll, or using a nttnfi­
catton Inhtbttor when applytng 
fertthzer 

In five bustness days, there 
were 597 dtfferent fanns In 90 
soil and water conservation dts­
tncts protecting and enhanctng 
nearly 60,000 acres of cropland 
These funds wtll be allocated by 
first come first serve basis of all 
soil and water conservation dts­
tncts. 

The Iowa Department of Ag-

Subscribe to the 
News 

Telegraph Today! 

nculture and Land Stewardship 
recetved $4.4 million for the Iowa 
Water Quality Inittatlve for fiscal 
year 20 15. Cass County Sotl and 
Water Conservation Dtstnct also 
made funds available to produc­
ers for cover crops at $20 per acre 

Call 243-2624 Jerry Eshelman, Owner 
Office 6.41-3.43-7083 
Home 6.41-3.43-7929 
Cell 6.41-221-0396 

... 

PROPERlY 
CONNECTION 

REA.LESTATE 
LAND • HOMES 
COMMERCIAL 

51 0 Poplar Street • Atlantic, lA 
www.westerniowamls.com 

Full Service 
Real Estate Company 

Dennis 'leroy" Phillips Diane Milner &len Nelson Cindy Chester Julie May 
Broker/Auctioneer Sales Agent Sales Agent Sales Agent Associate Broke~ ABR, &RI. 
Ceii71Z-249-1606 Ceii71Z-789-0580 Ceii71Z-254-0411 Cell712-301-0108 712-249-7975 

on 20 acres maxtmum. Producers 
wtll be encouraged to stgn up for 
cover crops to be planted for four 
continuous years. Producers had 
till Aug. 15 to stgn up for local 
funds. 

We do: 
Farm Drainage 
Dozer Work 
All Kinds of Dirtwork 
Backhoe Work 
Waterway Check 
Site Demolition 

phillips@metc. net milnerbd@netins.net 

Licensed in the State of Iowa 
Jan Muller 

712-249-1001 

Cell 402-578-4019 
juliemayhomes@gmail.com Brian 243-2457 home 

249-0314 cell 
Chase 249-2025 cell 
Travis 249-7115 cell 

The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportumty employer and provider. 
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No-Till Drill Rental 
The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District has a Great 

Plains No-Till drill available for rent b) land-owner 1n Cas<; County. 
If you \vould like to rent the drill, landowners must make apphcation 
at the district office and pay a $50 non-refundable deposit. The rental 
rate is $10/acre with the non-refundable deposit applied to your final 
blll. Delivery and pickup is provided to the landO\\'ner by the d1stnct 
dnll etnployee. 

For more information call the dtstnct office at (712)243-3180 or 
stop by our office located at 503 W. 7th Street. Ste 1, Atlantic Iowa. 

The Cass SWCD would like to thank 
everyone who contributed to the 
publication of the Annual Report 

3M Tiling 
Chris Heuton Earthmoving 

Eshelman Trenching 
Empire Construction 
Stamp Construction 

Property Connections 
Kirchhoff Land Improvement 

Richter Contracting 
Rick Larsen Construction 

Southwest Iowa Tiling 
Hansen Earth moving 

• 

Revolving Funds 
Balance 7/1/13 $29,766 37 
Total Depos1ts $14 908 86 

Total Expenditures ~201379.11 
Balance 6/30/2014 $24,296.12 

' 

IFIP FY14 

Balance 7/1/13 $262,423 09 
Total Obligated $151!571.82 
Total Expended $110185127 

Balance 6/30/14 $0 00 

Cass County Soil & Water Conservation 

Financial Report Fy 14 

July 1 I 2013- June 30 I 2014 

Drill Fund • 

Balance 7/1/13 $4,911.32 
Total Depos1ts $4,839.26 

Total Expenditures $21104.71 
Balance 6/30/14 

$7,645.87 

REAP P FY14 

Balance 7/1/13 $57,087 45 
Total Obligated $37,571 20 
Total Expended $19151625 

Balance 6/30/14 $0 00 

• 

REAP F/NG FY14 

Balance 7/1/13 $5116.76 
Total Obligated $3440 65 
Total Expended $11676.11 

Balance 6/30/14 $0.00 

Visit us at atlanticnewstelegraph.com 

• Tiling 
• Terraces 
• Building Sites 
• Land Clearing 
• Landscaping 

EARTH MOVING • Farm Ponds & Waterways 

... 

Scott D. Hansen, Contractor 
204 E. Division N, Audubon, lA 50025 

712-563-2921 • Cell712-249-1259 

The Iowa Department of Agnculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportunity employer and proVIder 

• 
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Alan Peterson of Cass 
County receives State Award 

Alan Peterson, Assistant Soil and Water Conservation Distnct 
(SWCD) Comrmsstoner tn Cass County, received the Ruth Wagner 
Award on Sept. 3, 2014 at the 68th Annual Iowa Sotl and Water Con­
servation D1stncts Comrrusstoners Conference at the Sheraton Hotel 
1n West Des Mo1nes The Ruth Wagner Award IS an award started 1n 
2001 to honor Soil and Water Conservation Distnct Assistant Com­
missioners. Johnson SWCD gives the award in memory and honor of 
Ruth Wagner, who served the Johnson SWCD for 53 years. 

Alan is a very dedicated assistant commissioner who attends all 
of the district, regional and annual meetings. He had been actively 
participating In federal and state conservation programs even before 
he showed interest m serving as an assistant commissioner. Alan 
participates in the distnct 's watershed tour, performs duties for the 

Award .............................................................................. see page 5 

Soil and Water 

Cass SWCD 
welcomes Summer Intern 

" I'm Zach Jorgensen, age 21 
of Adair. I was ratsed on our fam­
Ily 's farm where we raise cattle, 
com, beans, and alfalfa My 
parents are Paul and Jeannette 
Jorgensen. I wtll be a sentor at 
Northwest Missoun State Um­
verstty maJOnng In Antmal Sci­
ence and ffilnonng tn Commer­
ctal Agnculture. After college, I 
plan on farming With my parents 
and working within the agricul­
ture Industry." 

Whtle Zach was employed 
for the summer wtth the district, 
he assisted technic ians in survey, 
layout, and destgn of summer 
constructed proJects, conducted 
CRP status reviews, assisted the 
Dtstnct Conservationist and Soil 
Conservationist m conservation 
planmng. Zach was also able to 
help wtth some of the conserva­
tion comphance field work and 
worked with the District Con­
servationist in administering the 
CIG grant in Gnswold. The Cass 
County Sotl and Water Conser­
vation District was very happy 
to host a summer intern this past 
summer. 

DSC is delighted to have 35 
mtems wtth us across the state 
this summer. They met for a sum-

Secretary Northey on May 28. 
All interns have graduated h1gh 
school and will attend, are at­
tendtng , or JUSt graduated Wtth an 
agnculturaVconservatton focus. 

2015 

• 

........................................................... mer kickoff 

Pictured (top) interns with 
Iowa Secretary of Agri­
culture Bill Northey, and 
pictured (below) Zach Jor­
gensen, intern for Cass 
SWCD. 

• Terraces • Waterways 
• Tree Clearing • Demolition 

• Ponds • Building Pads 
• Excavations 

Call today to schedule 20 13 work 

641-740-0197 

.. ... ' .. 
The Iowa Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportunity employer and provider. 

meeting With 

a 
Construction L.C. 
All Types of Dirt Work-Site Development 

Rock -Sand-Lime-Dirt Hauling 
Ltght-Heavy Demolition 

Rob Stamp, Owner 
Atlantic, IA • 712-249-1238 

Office: 712-243-3268 • 243-4048 
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District Scholarships 
The Cass Count)' <sotl and Wa­

ter Conservation Dtstnct provtdes 
scholarshtps to area youth in Cass 
Count)' who are pursutng educa­
tion in the field of agriculture or 
natural resources These fund5 are 
rai~ed each year through the tree 
sales pro-gram. Area students are 
encouraged to contact their guid­
ance counselors or stop by the 
dtstnct office at 503 W 7th Street, 
Atlantic for apphcattons Apph­
cattons are due by mid March of 
each year to the dtstnct office 
Wyatt Saeugling of Atlantic and 
Jacob Stetnbeck of Gnswold were 
a warded thts years Cass County 
Soil and Water Conservation Dts- Wyatt Saeugling Jacob Steinbeck 
tnct scholarship at their schools 
class rughts by Conurussioners, 
Fred Kay and Ray Wilson. Wyatt IS the son of Aaron and Danna Saeugling of Atlantic and Jacob IS the son 
of Dave and Tammy Steinbeck of Gnswold Congratulations to both of them wish them both the best of 
luck with their college studies. 

Envirothon Workshop 
The Cass SWCD partners With the Adair SWCD each year to host an Envuothon workshop for schools 

located tn therr counttes. Presenters on each topic IS brought In to help students brush up on tnforrnatton 
and to ask questions The Envirothon competition ts held each year wtth Regional competitions starting 
m March. Bryan Hayes with the DNR Fishenes, Micah Lee With the Cass County Conservation Board, 
Ltndsey Barney, DNR Forester, along with Amanda McNees, NRCS Sotl Conservationist all presented 
information tn each subject area. Thanks to the presenters and Adair County Soil and Water Conservation 
Dtstnct for partnenng together with Cass SWCD to provtde this opportunity to students tn both counties. 

Pictured (at right) is Aman­
da McNees, Soil Conserva­
tionist during the workshop. 

Atlantic News Telegraph 

District Policy Update 
The Cass County Sotl and Water Conservation Dtstnct IS announc­

ing some changes 10 the State Cost share program for conservation 
practtces The distnct 's local pohctes and annual rates are reviewed 
each year by the D1stnct The Iowa Department of Agnculture and 
Land Stewardship. Dn tston of Soil Conservatl.on announced that 
anyone that 1s apprO\ ed after July 1, 2014 will only have one( 1) year 
from thetr approval date to complete theu \\IOrk otherwtse cost share 
fund~i \\111 be cancelled Landowners who need theu time extended 
\\til need to make a request tn the distnct office and state why they 
have been unable to complete theu conservation practice wtthin the 
one( 1) year time penod These requests wtll be forwarded to the Dtvi­
ston of Soil Conservatton central office for review The Diviston of 
Sotl Conservatton ""tll also be providing some state cost share funds to 
Soil and Water Conservatton Districts for spnng work JObs. Applicants 
who are approved for spnng work will have till June 30 to complete 
therr work, otherwtse funds will be cancelled. The Cass County Soil 
and Water Conservation District is also maktng some changes to the 
state cost share program at a local level by adding Summer Construc­
tion of conservation practtces to be completed between June 15- Sept. 
15. The D1stnct would like applicants to tndicate at ttme of stgn up if 
they are interested tn Spnng or the SuilU11er Construction build times. 
Landowners currently s1gned up should contact the District office for 
more mformation on these changes at 503 W 7th Street, Ste 1, Atlan­
tic, Iowa 50022. You may also reach the Dtstrict office at (712)243-
3180, Ext #3. 

Petersen receives award 
Award . ......... ........... ..... .... ... .... .. ... ..... ..... ..... .. ..... .... .. .. From page four 

commtssioners, bnngs good dtscusstons to every meeting, and judges 
conservation posters and scholarship applications. 

Thanks to Alan and his hard work tn malong contacts throughout 
the communtty, the Cass SWCD 70th anruversary celebration was a 
success. Alan 1s an Important part of the Cass Soil and Water Con­
servation Distnct. Alan Peterson was presented the award from John­
son County Sotl and Water Conservation Distnct Comm.tsstoner and 
Conservation Dtstricts of Iowa Regton 7 Duector, Alex Schmidt. 

For additionaltnformation contact Clare Ltndahl, Executive Di­
rector With Conservation Districts of Iowa, phone: 515.289.8300, 
Ematl: clare .lin dahl @cdiowa.org. 

~ake -t:I:Ie I ;fews 
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Poster Contest held 
Grinnell Mutual Reinsurance Company and the Con~ervation Dis­

tricts of Iowa (CDI) co-sponsored the Soil and Water Conservation 
Poster Contest. The Cass SWCD is honored to announce the follow­
mg wmners of the local judging done by the Cass SWCD This year's 
wtnners are Katie York and Bryan York All students, Kindergarten 
through-12th grade, can compete tn the conservation poster contest 
through their schools 

Pictured are Brian York and 
Curt Behrends. 

Pictured are Katie York and 
Curt Behrends. 

our a cou e ere! 
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Farm 
Practices 
Maintenance 
Submitted by Steve 
Fluckey 

State Technrcran 

An important part of any 
farm operation ts proper 
maintenance of conservation 
~)stems Wtth fields bare, this 
1s the perfect ttme to rev1ew 
) our farm for needed main­
tenance and repair~. which 
\\!Ill help extend the lifespan 
of terraces, \\ atenva) s. and 
ponds. Sedtment build-up in 
terraces can prevent drainage 
and hrnit \\ater storage. So1l 
and crop restdue can abo ac­
cumulate around the mtakes 
preventing water drainage. It 
ts important to clean out any 
sediment and trash. While 
clean1ng the areas. look for 
any damages that may have 

Farm ............... see page 7 

Pictured are Atlantic Staff Member (from left) Andrew Koehlmoos, Soil Conservationist, 
Dave York, District Conservationist, Jana Coughlin, State Secretary and Steve Fluckey, 
State Technician. 

' 

The Iowa Department of Agnculture and Land Stewardship IS an equal opportunity employer and provtder. 
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No interest loan program 
Stnce 1983, the Divtsion of Sotl Conservation has been offering 

No-mterest loans through the Iowa Finance Authority. Loans made 
under this program can be ust:d to fund conservation practtces that 
protect soli and water resources Example~ mclude terrace~. \Vater and 
sediment control ba.5tn~ grade ~tabilizatton structures and \vaterways. 
To apply for these loans. applicants must meet the following require­
ments Applicants must own the land Vv here the conservation \\ ork 
Vvtll take place, Tracts of land must be over 10 acres with a minimum 
of $2,500 of agric.ultural products sold annually and project rnust meet 
NRCS held spec.tfications. 

Terms of Loans 

*Up to $20,000 loaned per borrower 
* Loans set up to be patd back tn equaltnstallments over a I 0 year 

penod 
· 2 percent loan fee paid to distnct prior to Issue of financtal funds 

to landowner 
"' Security interest wtll be placed on the land until loan 1s paid 1n 

full 
~' Payments due March 1 each year wtth no penalty for prepayment 
* Loans can be used to fund 100 percent of the co5t up to th(.; loan 

maxtmum, and can be used 1n conJunction wtth other publtc funds 
(EQIP or Iowa Ftnanctal Incentive Program funds) 

Landowners can stgn up for thts loan at the Cass County Sotl and 
Water Conservatton Dtstn ct office located at 503 W. 7th Street, Ste l, 
Atlantic, Iowa. 

Ca~s and Audubon County Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
hold contractors meetings every other year to help keep contractors 
informed with any new changes with the program~ and engtneering 
changes along with information from utihty compames and tnaterial 
suppliers and Iowa Departtnent of Transportation. Approximately 54 
people attended thts bt-annual meeting to whtch they enjoy a great 
lunch also This is a great time for contractors and staff to come to­
gether. 

-

State revolving loan program 
Iowa Finance Authority offers the state revolving loan program to 

eligible applicants to implement practices for animal feeding opera­
tions, waste storage facilities deep bedded butldings or other roofed 
manure control structure~ that prov tde I 00 perc.ent confinement. Ter­
races, grade control and sedin1ent control ba~tns pasture and hay land 
planting or pre~c.nbed grazing, grassed waterway~, filter stnps wmd­
breaks are also t.hgtble under this program. The purpose of the loan 
program is to tnlpro've and protect Iowa's water quality. The loan as­
sistance is facilitated through the tate Re' oh tng Fund. For more m­
formation on this progratn. please stop by our office. This Joan can be 
used in conjunc.tton with other pubhc funds (EQIP or lo\va Fmanctal 
Incentive Prog1am funds). 

Terms of Loans 

* Loan amounts from $5,000-$500,000 
* Term up to 15 years 
* Can fund up to I 00 percent of ehgtble proJect co ts 
* 1 perc.ent fixed mterest for hfe of the loan 
* Apphcattons accepted anyt1me 
~ Available through the lender of your cho1ce 
* Can be used m conJunction wtth grants/cot..t <;hare 

_,. 

Lando\\ ners can stgn up for thts loan at the Cass Count) ~oll and 
Water Conservation Otstnct office located at 503 W. 7th Street. Ste I. 
Atlantic, Iowa. 

Farm ................... from page stx 

occurred and repair them. Bro­
ken terraces can funnel runoff 
and cause large gullies Cut and 
spra) any trees that mtght be on 
the terrace ustng approved herbt­
ctdes 1 hts IS also a great chance 
to reseed any spots where seed­
ing dtdn · t take Also check your 
waterways for a budd-up of 
sedtment. If reshaptng IS needed, 
spnng would be the best chance 
for seed establishment. Just are­
nunder, structures ponds should 
also be checked. espectally 
around the Inlet or Intake Re­
move any trash or tree hmbs that 
have accumulated As wtth ter­
races or waterways, spot seeding 
may be needed until vegetation 
IS well established Trees and 
shrubs should also be cut and 
sprayed along the dam. Though 
tt 1s okay to flash graze your 
structure, livestock can be harm­
fu l and should not be on It all the 
hme. Check all fences and gates 
to ensure that cattle are mostly 
excluded Taktng time to attend 
thts matntenance now could pre-
" ent costly problems to conser 
vatlon systems tn the future If 
you have questions or need as 1 

ststance deyelop1ng a successful . 
n1a1ntenance plan, don't hesttate 
to call your local Natural Re­
sources Conservation Office 

Subscribe 
to the 

Atlanti 
News 

Telegraph 

The Iowa Department of Agnculture and Land Stewardship ts an equal opportumty employer and provider 
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By Jamie Carpenter 
Asststant State 

Conservation1stCFO) 

•••• 
Although the 1996 Farm Bill 

introduced conservation financial 
assistance programs to the hst 
of services that USDA's Natural 
Resources Conservation Service 
provides, long before then -
Since 1935 dunng the Dust Bowl 
to be exact - and still today, the 
agency's focus ts providing free 
conservation planning assistance 
to Iowa's farmers and ranchers 

NRCS has at least one office 
In every Iowa county, located at 
USDA Servtce Centers. With con­
veruently located offices comes 
local knowledge of local resource 
concerns. NRCS employs soil 
conservationists, engineers, bi­
ologists, and even specialists In 

grasslands and wetlands, to assist 
landowners through the conser­
vation planning process. 

NRCS's number one pnonty 
IS to provide high quality techni­
cal assistance through conserva­
tion planning that effectively ad­
dresses resource concerns on the 
landscape 

What IS a Conservatton Plan? 
A conservation plan is a re­

cord of a client's dectsion(s) tn 
managing the natural resources 
on the land Conservation plan­
ntng IS the first step In managmg 
all natural resources on your farm. 
Conservation plans are the basts 
for all assistance NRCS provides 
to clients and the basic tool for 

Subscribe to the Atlantic News Telegraph 
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ree Remova 

Darrell Kirchhoff 
Owner I Operator 
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• Demo ition 
58946 Chicago Rd., Atlantic 
712-781-2367.712-249-1995 

The Iowa Department ot Agnculture and Land Stewardshtp is an equal opportunity employer and provider 

chents to manage thetr natural re­
sources to attain sustainable use 
and sound management of soil, 
water, arr, plant, aruma!, energy. 
and human resources To protect 
these resources, NRCS works 
one-on-one w1th landowners to 
plan and Install conservation 
practices to reduce sotl erosion, 
improve so1l health and rur and 
water qualtty, create and restore 
wetlands; enhance fish and Wild­
life habitat; unprove pasture and 
woodlands; and reduce flooding , 
all whtle considenng the client's 
econorruc and social needs. 

The greatest value comes by 
having the cllent engaged in ev­
ery step of the planning process 

Nutrient 

to con1bme expenenced fanrung 
skills wtth NRCS science-based 
knowledge Through partictpa­
tton, the chent develops an un­
derstandtng of the natural re­
source tssues, interactions, and 
treatments necessary for resource 
sustainabihty Like any good 
plan, a conservatton plan can be 
revtsed as needed by the chent to 
ensure 1t 1s still ahgned wtth therr 
operational, econorruc and social 
needs. 

To mitlate the conservation 
planning process, call or VISit 
your local NRCS office to sched­
ule an appointment With a NRCS 
planner to VISit your farm. 

Management Meeting held 
Submitted by Lance Porter 
Soil Conservat1on1st. Winterset Office 

We had roughly 30 attendees from the farming commumties 
and NRCS field offices of Cass, Audubon, Adarr and Madison 
Counties. We had a farmers panel of three Individuals that spoke 
of their fmng operations and how they use cover crops, now 
most of the farmers had not done cover crops long enough to see 
a reduction In need for commercial fertilizers, but were excited to 
see the test results of their next soil samples. The farmers panel 
were using cover crops to ennch the soil health and help control 
sotl eroston. We had Matt Lechtenberg from Iowa Department of 
Agnculture & Land stewardship, and he spoke about the Iowa 
reduction strategy and the steps landowners need to take to help 
achieve the goals set and how the NRCS and partners can help the 
landowners achieve these reduction goals. The third speaker was 
an Ag Leader and he spoke about new technologies that are bemg 
developed to better manage a farrrung operation. From cost and 
tnputs to realistic yteld goals and market potentials 

I 
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• Annual Tree Sales 
Tree sales are held each year in Cass county Anyone interested in purchasing trees and shrubs from the SW CD need to order by M arch 1st of each y ear. Landown­

ers can apply for ass1stance through IDALS DSC for REAP funds to help with 1ns tallmg new windbreaks. Applications taken first come first served tlll funds are ex­
hausted. For more inform ation stop in the SWCD office 

Cass County Soil & Water Conservation District 

503 W. 7th Street, Ste 1 Atlantic, Iowa 50022 

Phone:(712)243-3180 Fax: (855)223 7140 

2015 ORDER FORM-TOTAL PAYMENT IS DUE WITH ORDER 

Potted Evergreen H eight Price Quantity TotaiPrice 

of Pots 

Black Hill s Spruce 2-3' $ 25.00 

Black H i lls Spruce • 3.4' $ 30.00 

Black Hills Spruce 5' $ 58.00 

Colorado Blue Spruce 2.3' $ 25.00 

Colorado Blue Spru ce 3-4' $ 30.00 

Colora do Blue Spruce 5' s 60.00 

Norway Spruce 2-3' • $ 30.00 

Norway Spruce . 3.4' $ 40.00 

Concolor Fir 15-24'' $ 20 00 

Whete Pine 2-3' $ 25 .00 

White Pine 3.4' $ 30.00 

White Pine 4 -5' $ 40.00 

Fraser Fir 3 4 ' s 30.00 

Hybrid Willow 6' s 10.00 -

Bare Root Height Bundle Price Bundles Pnce of Singles Total 

Deciduous Trees Size Per Bundle Ordered Sin les Ordere d Price 

Northern Red Oak 2-3's 25/bundle $ 43 75 1.75/ea 

Bare Root He1ght Bundle Price Bundles Pnce of Singles Total 

Deciduous Shrubs Size Per Bundle Ordered Singles Ordered Pnce 

Cranberry, American 2-3' TR 10/bundle $ 30.00 3.00/ea 

Do wood, Redosler 2 -3' TR 10/bundle $ 27 .50 2.75/ea 

Lilac, Common Purple 2 -3' TR 10/bundle $ 20.00 2.00/ea 

' 

Don't see the variety you want? Call our office at (712)243- 3180 and we will see If we can locate that species for you. 

Order early, our trees and shrubs sell quickly. You wall receive a postcard in early April 

informmg you of the location,date,a nd time for picking up your trees 

Make your check payable to the CASS SWCD 

Name, ________________________________________________ ___ 

Address. _____________________ ~------- City _____________ __ 

Phone Date of Order ---------------

SUBTOTAL. ___________________ __ 

7% Sales Tax. _______ _ 

Total Amount 

State. _____ _ Zt p. _______ __ 

USDA IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER AND PROVIDER 

• 

The Iowa Department of Agnculture and Land Stewardship 1s an equal opporturuty employer and proVlder 
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By AMY NILE 
The Darly Herald 

SULTAN, Wash. (AP) - Biology students at Sultan 
High School are raising salmon m a hatchery on campus 
and expect to release them Into the wild later th1s year 

The school 's hatchery apparently IS umque 1n the state. 
Students also VIsit nearby spawmng streams to learn about 
the hfe cycle of salmon 

Pnnc1pal Tarru Nesttng satd the hatchery program en­
courages students to solve real-world problems to keep the 
fish healthy 

''I've worked In schools With large budgets and mcred­
tble science labs," Nesting said "That doesn't even come 
close to what we oftentimes take for granted on our small 
school campus '' 

Other Washington htgh schools have programs m 
wh1ch students work at nearby hatchenes But Nathan Ol­
son, a spokesman for the state Office of the Supenntendent 
of Pubhc Instruction , satd he knows of no others that have 
a hatchery on campus. 

"It's n1ce for our students to see that we have some­
thing most schools don't," said Ryan Monger, the science 
teacher who oversees the hatchery "Salmon are our most 
tmportant resource in Washington state It connects them 
to that" 

Without the hatchery, students would be stuck 1n the 
classroom because the distnct lacks money for field tnps or 
expensive lab expenments, he satd Monger estunates that 
his yearly budget for labs ts about $3 per student With the 
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hatchery, students get a chance to go beyond memonzmg 
facts and put their knowledge of biOlogy to \\IOrk 

"Any chance I get to have students doing real-hfe sci­
ence, I hke," he said " It 's a very cool proJect " 

Each fall, the htgh school gets about 10,000 coho salm­
on from the nearby Wallace Rtver Hatchery Water IS col­
lected from runoff m a concrete basin behind the hatchery 
It flows Into shallow troughs ms1de, where alev1n, or newly 
hatched salmon, are kept whtle they grow 

The salmon are moved Into larger containers when 
they get clcse to bemg able to hve In saltwater Students 
feed and momtor the coho, collecttng measurements and 
other data until they can be released Into the Sultan River 
m early summer After they're released. the salmon swtm 
to the ocean, where they grow until they return to the over 
to spawn 

"It's g01ng to be a good feelmg to release hundreds of 
fish tnto the nver," said Jessy Moore, the Sultan H1gh se­
nior tasked wlth runmng the hatchery this year ''It 's defi-
nitely a changmg expenence to be a part of this" 

Throughout the school year, Moore and his classmates 
care for the fish. They collect data by catching the coho and 
averaging IndtvJdual results. 

It 's Moore 's JOb to feed the fish. 
"Th1s IS the best part, watchtng them come up and eat/' 

he said, spnnkhng fish food over the murky water 
Don Foltz, a retired Sultan teacher, fills 1n for Moore, 

17, dunng vacation breaks and has long volunteered to 
help students contmue the proJeCt throughout the year. 

Raising coho comes wtth challenges that aren ' t com-

mon in the classroom. In October a trough at the hatcherv 
broke All of the salmon \\~ere ktlled 

"Not everything runs smoot hi) hke m a textbook,., 
Monger said 

Students played "Amazmg Grace' at a funeral for the 
dead fish Monger got se\ eral hundred more coho, and his 
classes went about ratsmg them. 

But JUSt before Winter break, the fish v. ere infected 
wtth a fungus that started lalhng some of the \\ eaker ones 
Students had to figure out hO\\ to control the fungus so 
thetr fish would survive 

Now they're waiting for the coho to grow large enough 
to have their fins clipped Workers m hatchenes clip salm­
on fins to Indicate to fishermen that they are not \\ tld 
Monger wants his students to start domg that this ) ear 

Moore IS also planmng to renovate the hatchery build­
ing before he goes off to college next ) ear. He \\ants to 
]eave It better than he found It for the next group of high 
school scientists. 

Moore 1sn 't alone 1n taking ownership of the hatcher) 
project Sen1or Kemn Reynolds so enjoyed worktng With 
salmon at school, she started volunteering at the Wallace 
Rt ver Hatchery. 

Reynolds, 18, credits those expenences w1th helpmg 
her choose a career path She wants to study at Washington 
State Umversity and go Into fish management 

"It feels good knowing you're helpmg the local salmon 
run ," Reynolds said "Putttng those extra salmon mto the 
nver helps more than people think And tt's fun, too '' 
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Oregon refuges report: Some rehab work is a bear of a job 
MERLIN, Ore. (AP) - As 

David <)1ddon strolls past the 
cougar enclosure at Wtldhfe Im­
ages Rehabilitation and Educa­
tion Center toward the bear pens. 
his voice alerts Yak, and the 
22-year-old, 800-pound gnzzly 

bear trots to the gate to meet him 
At Alas~a wildlife btologtsts 

behest. Yak and her brother Kodt 
~ere flown in ·to Wildlife Images 
from Alaska in 1993 as cubs after 
their mother was ktlled by a male 
gnzzl) and the cubs rescued by 
bush pilots 

The plan was for Stddon ~s 
father Wlldhfe Images founder 
David tddon <)r and h1s crew 
to tnit1ally bottle feed and other­
\\> 1se cart for the bears until they 
could be returned to Alaska and 
released the following spnng. 
But before that c.ould happen. 
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Alaska tightened Its policy, ban­
mng the release of an1n1als heav­
ily cared for by humans Yak and 
Kodi have remained at Wildlife 
Images ever smce 

"M} dad ~as pretty peeved 
they d1dn 't take them back." says 
Stddon. who now runs the cen­
ter. ··Before that, a handshake 
and a good thought were good 
enough." 

Rtght now no one ts good 
enough to rehabthtate black 
bears In Oregon, where no rehab 
centers have the facthttes, staff 
and pohctes tn place to meet the 
meticulous protocols for ensur­
Ing that cubs ratsed tn captiVIty 
don't turn mto nuisance bears 
once released 

Wildlife Images and the sev­
en other maJor rehab centers In 
Oregon. plus 38 smaller outfits, 
don't have the money and space 
needed to house orphaned cubs 
tn penned areas wtthout the bears 
relating people to food - the 

bane that often ends tn the ani­
mals' deaths, authontles say. 

Bears habituated to people 
make up the lion's share of bear­
damage and pubhc-safet} corn­
platnts m Western Oregon Cap­
tured ones are euthantzed under 
Oregon wtldhfe pohcy because 
relocating habituated bears only 
relocates the confltct 

"Rehab's a tncky bustness," 
says Cohn Gtlhn, state wtldhfe 
vetennanan for the Oregon De­
partment of F1sh and Wlldlife, 
whtch oversees animal rehab in 
Oregon. "Even a httle bear that 
goes n1 (a rehab center) at 13 
pounds comes out at over 100 
pounds If they're habttuated, 
there's a problem 

"The really good rehabbers 
who do bears don't ~ant to gtve 
you a bear back that has to be eu­
thantzed tn a month," Gllhn says. 

The tssue was ratsed twtce re-

Bear ........................ see page 11 

• z 

The Iowa Department of Agrtculture and Land Stewardship is an equal opportuntl} employer and proVIder 

--



j 

I 

12 Atlantic News Telegraph Soil and Water 2015 

Rehabilitating black bears 
]J~~Jr ·························································Q·························································································································································}?Jr()J11 Jl~~~ ~·~"~11 
cently when orphaned black bear cubs captured 1n Jackson 
County - one after running through an Ashland pharmacy 
on Oct. 19 and another, a 13-pound cub, after it fell out of 
a homeowner's tree on Jan. 6 - had to be shipped out of 
state for care. 

The Ashland cub was sent to a Washington facility, but 
it was later euthanized because 1t was showtng kidney frul­
ure. The 13-pound cub was shipped Wednesday to an Idaho 
center, where it will live 1n a large enclosure With natural 
denning sites and food sources untiltt is returned to Jackson 
County in the spring for release. 

The process must be literally as hands-off as possible to 
give the bear a chance at being wild agrun. 

''They can't see people, penod," says Mark Vargas, the 
ODFW's Rogue District wildlife biologist. "It's best if they 
can't hear people, even smell them. Ideally, you need to 
keep human interaction to zero." 

That wasn't the case in the 1970s through the '90s, when 

the elder Stddon took 1n all sorts of bears that had regular 
Interaction and exposure to people at his Merhn center 

"Dad had a pretty casual attitude about It," Stddon says. 
"He had an, 'Ah, we '11 get this figured out' attitude That 
wasn't uncommon then. In the early days of rehab, a lot 
less attention went Into keeping the bears as wild as they 
can be " 

As biologtsts here and throughout the West began to 
document nuisance and human-safety conflicts wtth re­
leased bears, they, veterinanans and rehabbers ah.ke began 
to rethink theu practtces. 

Now, Wildhfe Images applies nonhabttuatlon tactics to 
all their rehabbed Wildlife, especially wtth raptors, Sidden 
says. 

"We've changed how things are done," he says. "You 
adapt as new Information becomes available" 

As that new information about black bear habituation 
led the ODFW to ratchet up Its requuements, places such as 

Wtldhfe Images couldn 't adapt .. 
"It's a pretty stzable Investment ,. ~tddon says. '•It also 

was when the economy crashed I \\as thmking more about 
survival. Survival wtll be a pnority e\ ery time.'' 

Siddon says he 's considering getting back Into the bear 
bustness, but It hkely would take about $50,000 to build the 
kind of factihty ODFW now requues 

Gilhn says his agency hkely would have to be mvolved 
In the destgn, and other issues, such as regular access to vet­
ennarians, would come Into play before an Oregon facility 
could begin recetving orphaned bears 

"We'd like to get back Into 1t, but we'd need an influx of 
money to do 1t," Sidden says ... 

Until then, it will be Kodi, Yak and four restdent black 
bears that wtll hold court at Wtldhfe Images. These brums 
have long been too rutned for release 

"In a way, I'm glad Kodt and Yak dtdn't go back to 
Alaska," Sidden says. "I bke havtng gnzzhes ·· 
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