Henry and Margaret Anselme Pfantz
Generation No. 1

1.  Henry1 Pfantz, Sr. was born March 27, 1831 in Bavaria, Germany, and died March 10, 1906 in State Center, Iowa.  He married Margaret Anselme December 21, 1856.  She was born October 14, 1830 in Alsace, France, and died July 17, 1915 in Iowa.

Notes for Henry Pfantz, Sr.:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Henry and Margaret (Anselme) Pfantz

The Anselme family and Henry Pfantz were among the early settlers in Marshall County, in the late 1840's.  Iowa City was their nearest trading point.  They went to Iowa City once a year.  Henry Pfantz hauled his wheat with oxen to Iowa City in sacks and had to be carried across some streams.

About 1843, the Anselme family, including John B. and Margaret Anselme and children John, Joseph, and Margaret, came to America from near Nancy, France, six miles from the Alsace border.  They landed in New Orleans and went up the Mississippi River by boat, settling for a while near Somonauk, Illinois.  John B. Anselme died there on November 1, 1853.  Soon after, the family resettled in Marshall County, Iowa.   The daughter Margaret married Henry Pfantz on December 21, 1856.

Henry Pfantz Sr. was the only one of his family to come to America.  A nephew and two nieces came over later.  The nephew was around State Center for a while, then went to Kansas.

Henry Pfantz Sr. was born in Bavaria, Germany (Baden).

In the 1895 census, Henry -- age 64 (Lutheran), Margaret -- age 65 (Catholic), and Angie -- age 23 (Catholic), were listed at home.

Margaret Anselme Pfantz's mother (Margaret Anselme, born May 19, 1798] died at the age of 92.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As copied from the History of Marshall County 1864:

About 1856 Henry Pfantz came on land now owned by Henry Pfantz, his son.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Henry and Margaret (Anselme) Pfantz

Mr. & Mrs. John B. Anselme and their three children came to this county from Alsace, France.  They made the voyage by way of a small sailboat which took about 30 days.  Their children were John, Joseph, and Margaret.  Margaret was sick all the way over on the boat and, to try and cheer her, John and Joseph promised her many things when they arrived in America.  The reason they came was that John had a sweetheart in America.  But, when they arrived, she had married someone else.  So John married her youngest sister.

The Anselme family landed in New Orleans and came north to DeKalb, Illinois.  While there, Mr. Anselme died.  The family went west to Iowa and settled in French Grove.  Here, Margaret met and married Henry Pfantz who was born in Bavaria, Germany and at the age of fourteen stowed away on a ship and came to America.

Henry’s and Margaret's first home was a log cabin, one large room, a kitchen, and a upstairs.  Later they added bedrooms, a large room and a porch.

When married, Margaret had 14 dresses which she later cut up to make dresses for the children.  She had a Howe sewing machine.

The two older children, Margaret and Clem, learned to speak French from their mother but Henry couldn't understand what they were talking about so called off the French lessons.

They walked five miles to State Center to sell eggs.  Henry drove a team to Marshalltown to sell grain.  He would stop off in the woods over night and, one particular time, he had a large barrel of kraut.  When he awoke, a big Indian was tapping on the barrel and asked if it was "firewater"!

They moved from their log house into their new home around 1877.  Aunt Angie says, "Father had architects out from New York to build the house."

Occasionally, Indians would camp near their home.  Henry Pfantz was expecting a visit from relatives in Germany.  When the visitors arrived, he was to be called in from the fields.  Aunt Mary, mistaking a group of strangers for the German relatives, rang the great bell and called in everybody, only to find that the supposed German relatives proved to be Indians.

Sometimes a passing stranger would be put up for the night.  This one asked to sleep in the barn.  Henry Pfantz, having a premonition that all was not well, took a look around late that night and found two of his horses tied to a tree and all the fences down.  At gunpoint, he ordered the horse thief down from the hay loft and sent him packing.  The thief had two bridles hidden in the oats bin.  Henry then locked the barn and retired for the night.

The above information was all told by Aunt Angie Pfantz to Mary Hughes, daughter of Lois and Pat Hughes, in 1961.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Henry Pfantz had about 1400 acres of best Iowa land besides his personal property and his residence in State Center.  When his eyesight failed and forced him to retire, he called all of his children around him and told them he was not able to look after his property and divided it equally between them.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From the State Center Enterprise, March 15, 1906:

Death Claims Another Pioneer

Henry Pfantz Died At His Home In This City On Saturday Evening

He had been a resident of Marshall County for 51 years.

Henry Pfantz, one of the oldest settlers in Marshall County, died at his home in this city just before 7:00 o'clock Saturday evening March 10th.  He had been in ill health for nearly five years, the beginning being an infection of the brain which caused partial blindness, but he had neary recovered from this.  He was able to be around until the past two years when other complications kept him pretty close to his bed.  The last sickness continued thru the past three weeks and the end came with his wife and children at his bedside.  A post mortem examination revealed that death was caused by ulceration of the stomach.

Henry Pfantz was born in Bavaria, Germany, March 27, 1831.  Consequently, had he lived until the 27th day of the present month, he would have been 75 years of age.  In 1850, he came to America, settling at Somonauk, Illinois where he remained until 1855 when he moved to Marshall County, locating in what is now known as the French Grove settlement, where he built up a fine homestead.  In 1856, on December 21, he married Margaret Anselme.  They continued to reside on the home place until 1894, when they retired from the farm and moved to town.  To them were born ten children, four sons and  six daughters.  Of these, seven are surviving with their mother.  They are C. C. and H. L. Pfantz and Mrs. J. W. Goodman of Rhodes, and Mrs. Lois Hughes and Miss Mary Pfantz of Chicago.

Funeral services were conducted Tuesday morning at the German Lutheran Church by the Pastor, Rev. U. Groth.  He was assisted by Rev. John Oltmanna, pastor of the church at Kellogg, who preached a sermon in English.  Interment was made in Hillside.

[Note: Two surviving children were left out of the information from which this article was copied.  They are Mrs. Henry Nowlan and Miss Angie Pfantz.]

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

State Center, March 13 [from source unknown]: 

Henry Pfantz, one of the early pioneer settlers of Marshall County died at his home last Saturday evening of ulceration of the stomach.  He was born in Germany March 27, 1831 and migrated to this country in 1850, settling at Somonauk, Illinois.  Five years later, he came to Iowa where he married Miss Margaret Anselme on December 21, 1856 and located in French Grove.  To this union was born ten children, four boys and six girls.  Two boys and one girl have preceded him to the other world.  The remaining children together with the faithful wife were with him when the end came.  He was a hard worker, always ready to help those that were in need and, realizing that the time would come when he and his wife have to quit, he laid aside enough of this world's goods to care for them and have something for each of his children.  About five years ago, his eyesight failed him and, after spending a year or more trying to retain the lost sight, he gave up and called his children around him and told them he was not able to look after his property and divided it equally between them.  He had at that time nearly 1400 acres of the best Iowa land besides personal property and the beautiful residence he purchased of A. J. Shember in 1894 where he resided until his death.  The last year he has been almost helpless, being nearly blind and for three months unable to leave his bed but, during this time with the knowledge that the end was not far off, he still maintained the keen intellect he always possessed and was conscious up to the last.  The funeral was held at the home at 10 o'clock and at the German Lutheran Church at 11 o'clock.  Interment was at Hillside.  [Henry Pfantz died on March 10, 1906.]

More About Henry Pfantz, Sr.:

Burial: Hillside Cemetery, State Center, Iowa

Notes for Margaret Anselme:

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From local paper, July 17, 1915:

Death at State Center

Mrs. Margaret Pfantz, Old Resident Succumbs to Tumor

Death at 9:15 this morning claimed Mrs. Margaret Pfantz, age 84, an old resident of State Center, and one of the first settlers of the French Grove community.  Mrs. Pfantz's death was due to a tumor of the larynx, a most unusual malady.  The tumor grew to such size that it protruded from the larynx into her windpipe and she had much difficulty in breathing.  This morning, the tumor burst and death resulted soon afterwards.  She had been confined to her bed for about six weeks and had been ill since April.

Mrs. Pfantz was born Anselme in Alsace, France, October 14, 1830 and emigrated to this country with her parents when she was 12 years old.  She came to Iowa in the early '50s and was one of the first settlers in the French Grove neighborhood.  On December 21, 1856 she was united in marriage at French Grove to Henry Pfantz, who died March 10, 1906.  Ten children were born to them, seven of whom are living.  They are Mrs. J. W. Goodman of Rhodes, Mrs. John Barth and Mrs. P. Hughes of Chicago, Mrs. H. D. Nowlan, three miles west of State Center, Miss Angelina Pfantz, at home, Henry of French Grove and Clement, north of State Center.  There is one brother Joseph Anselme of State Center.  The other three children were George, who died in 1899; Mrs. J. C. Goodman who died in 1903, and Lawrence who died in infancy in 1876.

Funeral services will be held Tuesday morning at 9 o'clock from St. Joseph's Catholic Church, Rev. H. F. Roney officiating.  Interment will be in Hillside.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Children of Henry Pfantz and Margaret Anselme are:


2
i.
Margaret2 Pfantz, born December 03, 1857; died July 05, 1949.  She married John Goodman January 15, 1889; born November 29, 1856; died January 14, 1946.

Notes for Margaret Pfantz:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From the July 1949 State Center Enterprise:

FORMER RESIDENT SUCCUMBS AT RHODES

Mrs. Margaret Pfantz Goodman, 91, pioneer passed away at her home in Rhodes Tuesday morning.

She was born near French Grove, North of State Center on December 3, 1857, the daughter of Henry and Margaret Pfantz. She was united in marriage to John W. Goodman January 15, 1889, at State Center.  They observed their golden anniversary in 1939.  Mr. Goodman died in 1946.

She is survived by three sons, Joseph of Minnesota; George of Rhodes; Alvin of Milwaukee, Wisconsin; a step son, Dr. L. A. Goodman of Indiana; two daughters, Mrs. T. B. Malloy, Rhodes and Sister M. Rosaria, Clinton; and a sister Angie Pfantz, Chicago; 20 grandchildren and 13 great grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held Friday morning at St. Joseph's Catholic Church in Rhodes.  Interment will be at St. Joseph's Cemetery, Rhodes.


3
ii.
Clement C. Pfantz, born November 23, 1858; died March 15, 1926.  He married Elizabeth Eckhart February 23, 1882; born March 03, 1860; died January 23, 1923.


4
iii.
George W. Pfantz, born May 20, 1860; died October 22, 1899.  He married Minnie Nolta October 09, 1884; born June 02, 1866; died February 16, 1949.


5
iv.
Mary Pfantz, born August 29, 1861.  She married John Barth July 1913; born December 1862.


6
v.
Adaline Pfantz, born February 15, 1863; died March 26, 1903.  She married Joseph Goodman January 15, 1883; born April 27, 1860; died December 11, 1914.


7
vi.
Lois Pfantz, born April 17, 1864; died July 24, 1918.  She married Patrick Hughes August 09, 1898.

Notes for Lois Pfantz:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From the July 25, 1918 State Center Enterprise:

MRS. PATRICK HUGHES 55 YEARS

Former Resident Dead

Word was received in State Center yesterday of the death in Chicago of Mrs. Lois Pfantz Hughes, wife of Patrick Hughes, and a former State Center girl.  Mrs. Hughes' death was due to cancer, with which she had been suffering since last winter.  She was about 55 years of age.  Mrs. Hughes was a daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Henry Pfantz Sr. of the French Grove neighborhood.  As a young woman and before her marriage, Miss Pfantz taught school for 44 years.  Since 1886, when she went to Chicago, Mrs. Hughes taught in the Chicago Public School.

Surviving Mrs. Hughes besides her husband are three daughters, Margaret, Mary, and Elizabeth.  Two brothers and four sisters survive in the persons of C. C. Pfantz, Mrs. H. D. Nowlan, and Henry Pfantz of this city, Mrs. John Goodman of Rhodes, Mary Barth and Angie Pfantz of Chicago.

The funeral service will be held in Chicago tomorrow morning at 10 o'clock.  Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Pfantz, Mrs. H. Nowlan, Miss Angie Pfantz and Messers C. C. Pfantz and Albert Anselme left today for Chicago to attend the funeral.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------


8
vii.
Henry Louis Pfantz, born January 27, 1866 in near State Center (French Grove), Iowa; died October 07, 1923 in State Center, Iowa.  He married Emma Dina Hilleman September 29, 1892 in French Grove Lutheran Church, Iowa; born January 11, 1872 in Minerva Township; died March 13, 1944 in State Center, Iowa.

Notes for Henry Louis Pfantz:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From 1907 Marshall County Atlas:

H. L. Pfantz, a successful and prosperous agriculturalist who has made his home in Marshall County since his birth, is a son of Henry Pfantz, Sr., one of the pioneers of the county.  Mr. Pfantz, Sr., followed the occupation of farming after he left his home in Germany up to the time of his death, March 10, 1906.  The home farm, "French Grove Stock Farm," is now occupied by H. L. Pfantz.  On September 29, 1892, his marriage to Miss Emma Hilleman was celebrated.  Miss Hilleman was also born in Marshall County, being the daughter of Frederick Hilleman.  The eight children who came to bless the union of Mr. and Mrs. Pfantz are all living: Hilda, born August 24, 1893; Earl F. H., born June 7, 1895; Arthur L., born December 6, 1896; Ralph, born December 4, 1898; Angeline W., born November 27, 1900; Harold H., born February 17, 1903; Raymond W., born February 22, 1905, and Margaret Christine, born May 15, 1906.  Mr. Pfantz has aided in the cause of education in all instances, having held the office of Director since 1902.

[Note that Marguerite's name was misspelled in the article.]

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From May 5, 1921 State Center Enterprise:

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Pfantz and family expect to move into their new home on east Main Street the latter part of the week.  

[Note:  The address of the property was later designated as 102 Third Avenue SE, on the corner of Main Street and Third Avenue.]

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From October 11, 1923 Enterprise:

Henry Pfantz Died Sunday Morning

Life long resident of this community succumbs to heart disease

Henry L. Pfantz, aged 57, passed away at his home in State Center, Sunday morning at 6:45 from heart disease and dropsy from which he has been a sufferer the past two years.  Mr. Pfantz had not been bedfast and, on Friday, visited his farm five miles north west of State Center.

Mr. Pfantz was born on the farm northwest of State Center, where he lived practically all his life, on January 27, 1866.  His mother was of French Grove descent and she and his father, Henry Pfantz, were among the first settlers in the French Grove neighborhood.

Mr. Pfantz was married to Miss Emma Hilleman on September 29, 1892 at the French Grove Lutheran Church.  In June two years ago, they moved to the new home which has been completed for them in State Center.

The children surviving with the widow are Mrs. John Edler, Misses Angeline, Marguerite, Ida and Gertrude Pfantz, and Earl, Arthur, Ralph, Harold and Raymond Pfantz, all of State Center.  Brothers and sisters living are C. C. Pfantz, Mrs. H. D. Nowlan, State Center, Mrs. Mary Barth and Miss Angeline Pfantz, Chicago and Mrs. John Goodman, Rhodes.

The funeral was held at 1 on Tuesday at the home and at 1:30 at St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church with Rev. J. G. Oltman in charge.  Burial at Hillside.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From the November 15, 1923 State Center Enterprise:

The will of H. L. Pfantz, well-known retired farmer of this city who passed away October 7, was admitted to probate in district court last week.  By its terms the entire estate, both real and personal property, is left for the widow for her use until March 1, 1923, when the youngest child, Miss Gertrude Pfantz, will have reached the age of 18.  At that time the property is to be divided equally among the surviving children who must provide Mrs. Pfantz with an annual income of $3000, each child contributing a pro rata share.

The nomination of Mrs. Pfantz as executrix, without bond, was approved by the court.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

More About Henry Louis Pfantz:

Burial: Hillside Cemetery, State Center, Iowa

Notes for Emma Dina Hilleman:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From the March 16, 1944 State Center Enterprise:

Mrs. Emma Pfantz, 72, longtime resident of the State Center community, died at her home on East Main Street at 12:30 p.m. Monday following a lingering illness.  She had been in failing health for the past year and had been bedfast since August.

Funeral services were held at 1:30 p.m. at the home and at 2:00 p.m. today at St. Paul Lutheran Church with Rev. H. P. Kumpf officiating.  Burial was in Hillside Cemetery.  Pallbearers were Donald Edler, Donald Wilkening, Kenneth Pfantz, Dale Hilleman, Richard Pfantz, and Darwin Pfantz.  Flower bearers were Dorine Pfantz, Evelyn Pfantz, Marjorie Mead, Helen Jones, Dorothy Blood, Dolores Edler, Eloise Pfantz, Pauline Pfantz, and Kathryn Pfantz.

Mrs. Pfantz was born in Minerva Township on January 11, 1872, a daughter of Frederick and Christina Hilleman.  She was baptized in St. John's Lutheran Church and confirmed in that church March 29, 1885.  In recent years, she has been a member of St. Paul Lutheran Church and the Ladies Aid Society of that church.

She was married to Henry Pfantz on September 29, 1892 and after their marriage they lived on the farm presently occupied by a son, Ralph Pfantz.  In 1921, they retired and built a home in State Center.  Mr. Pfantz passed away on October 7, 1923.

Mrs. Pfantz was the mother of ten children, all of whom are living.  They are: Mrs. Hilda Edler, Mrs. Angeline Wilkening, Mrs. Marguerite Hilleman, Mrs. Gertrude Eubanks, Mrs. Ferdinand Mehlish, Earl, Arthur, Ralph, Harold, and Raymond Pfantz, all of State Center.  Three sisters and one brother preceded her in death.  She also is survived by 29 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From "A Memorial Record For Friends and Relatives":

In Memory of Emma Dina Pfantz

Born January 11, 1872

Entered into Rest

  March 13, 1944

Services Held At

  St. Paul's Lutheran Church, State Center, Iowa

  Thursday, March 16, 1944 at 2:00 p.m.

Clergyman Rev. H. P. Kumpf

Final Resting Place

  Hillside Cemetery

  State Center, Iowa

Pall Bearers:  Donald Edler, Donald Wilkening, Dale Hilleman, Kenneth Pfantz, Richard Pfantz, Paul Wilkening

Flower Bearers:  Dorine Pfantz, Evelyn Pfantz, Marjorie Meads, Helen Jones, Dorothy Blood, Eloise Pfantz, Dolores Pfantz, Pauline Pfantz, Kathryn Pfantz

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

From the May 4, 1944 State Center Enterprise:

Notice!  Sealed bids for the sale of the ten-room house and garage of the late Emma Pfantz will be received by the administrators of her estate until the first week in June.  The right is reserved to reject any or all bids.  John Edler and Ray Wilkening, Administrators.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

More About Emma Dina Hilleman:

Burial: Hillside Cemetery, State Center, Iowa


9
viii.
Julia Pfantz, born July 29, 1868; died October 10, 1935.  She married Henry Nowlan December 29, 1892; born December 03, 1867; died January 30, 1940.

Notes for Julia Pfantz:

---------------------------------------------------------------------

From the October 10, 1935 State Center Enterprise:

DEATH CLAIMS MRS. H. NOWLAN THIS MORNING

Funeral services to be held from St. Joseph's Church Saturday morning.

Mrs. Julia Nowlan, wife of Henry Nowlan, passed away at the Nowlan home two and one half miles Southwest of State Center at 10:10 o'clock this morning following a stroke which she suffered about a week ago.  She had been confined to her bed for the past ten days.

Mrs. Nowlan was born on July 29, 1868, the daughter of Henry and Margaret Pfantz of French Grove.  She was married to Henry Nowlan at State Center on December 29, 1892.  They were the parents of ten children, one of whom, Martha died in 1919.

Mrs. Nowlan is survived by her husband; two sisters, Miss Angie Pfantz of Chicago, Illinois, and Mrs. Margaret Goodman of Rhodes, and the following children: Mrs. Margaret Fry, Bluford, Illinois; Mrs. Adeline Trowbridge, Dixon, Illinois; Mrs. Lucille Fisher, New Providence, Iowa; and Elizabeth, George, John, Henry, Herbert and Albert of State Center.  She is also survived by eleven grandchildren.

Funeral services will be held at St. Joseph's Church on Saturday morning at 9:00 o'clock, with Rev. Fr. Louis Mc Donough in charge.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------


10
ix.
Angelina Pfantz, born May 29, 1871; died September 10, 1972.

Notes for Angelina Pfantz:

------------------------------------------------------------------------

From the September 1972 State Center Enterprise:

MISS PFANTZ DEAD AT 101

State Center--Word has been received here of the death of a former resident, Miss Angie Pfantz, 101, Highland Park, Illinois.  Miss Pfantz died September 10 at Abbott House in Highland Park.  She had not been ill and died in her sleep.

Services were September 12 at St. Norberts Catholic Church in Northbrook, Illinois.  Burial was in St. Joseph's Cemetery in Chicago.

Angelina Pfantz was the next to the youngest of the 10 children of the late Henry and Margaret Pfantz.  She was born May 29, 1871 in the home at French Grove, north of State Center, now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Pfantz.

She was a milliner by trade and operated a hat shop in State Center for several years before moving to Chicago where she had a hat and gift shop until failing eyesight caused her to retire to a nursing home.  She celebrated her 100th birthday last year at the Abbott House with a party, also a telegram from President Richard Nixon.

She is survived by many nieces and nephews in the State Center area.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------


11
x.
Lawrence Pfantz, born April 29, 1874; died January 19, 1876.
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