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Partnerships are becoming
more and more important in
every business and private
sector, but are even more so
when applied to conservation
eflorts. g

A good example of this Is the
recent partnership of
Pheasants Forever and USDA
(Farm Service Agency and
Natural Resources
Conservation Service).

Earlier this year, Lyle
Peterson, Wesl Pott District
Conservationist, and Greg
Mathis, East Pott District
Conservationisi met with the
Pottawattamie County chapter
of Pheasants Forever They
presented the members the
opportunity to help cost-share
the seeding of CRP filterstrips
and bufferstrips to grass --
with emphasis on
recommendation of native
grasses.

Why filter strips and bulffer
strips? Because these, along

streams or on hillsides, are
benelicial for control of soll

erosion and waler quality. And
why native grasses? Because if
filter strips and bulflers are
added, in addition to providing
protection from wind erosion,
they maximize the good done
by making the strips
productive to wild bird summer
nesting and winter protection.
This fact explains gaining the
interest of Pheasants Forever.
According to Ed Foss, long
time member, Pheasants
Forever voted to participate in
the program and to provide
$250 per each project. based
on the average size of the
projects. From their general
fund, Pheasant's Forever will
earmark a total of $5.000 for
the program, with a request it
be used primarily for filter
strips along waterways.
"Allocating $250 to each

Arabian

Prince
This royal beauty is Berjo
Jaydaar. Read about him and
llllf owners on pages 10 and

Quad-District
Conservation
ewsletter

Partnerships aid conservation causes

NON-PROFIT BULK RATE

e Ul POSTAGE PAID
CO. BLUFFS, 1A

A recent successful partnership between Harold and Ronald Young, Pheasants Forever, Quails Unlimited,
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project will make it possible for
a larger number to be funded,”
Foss noted. "We focused on
filter strips along waterways
since they are not farmed and
will not be farmed. They
therefore will provide more
permanent wildlife habitat for

pheasants and other game
birds.”

Foss pointed oul that
contrary to what some think,
Pheasants Forever does not try
lo protecl wildlife, le pheasants
and other game birds, simply
so Lhey will be avallable for
hunting. "We protect and
promote wildlife for public
benefit of every sort.” he
emphasized, "not just for
hunters.”

Pheasants Forever funds
are received from proceeds of
an annual banquel, and legal
state-sanctioned raffles and
auctions. Dues paid by
members are not a part of this
for they are forwarded directly
to the national organization.
The organization’s net income
averages around $15,000 to
$20,000 per year. Much of this
is used for projects such as Just
described.

For Its part, FSA will cost-
share 50% of each project
under the landowner's CRP
contract. Pheasants Forever
will provide another 45% if
native grasses are seeded.
Therefore, the farmer or
landowner taking part would
have to provide only 5% of the
cost. But, equally importantly,
they would become the third
part of the three-way
partnership formed.

partment and others will make it possible for
theﬂr:tpubllchmﬂnguutnbedcvelopedtnthemty.ltwillhehﬂwdhtheupperﬁmtmo{the
photo, bounded by the two roadways shown.

According to Greg Mathis,
there are "no strings attached”
and no additional contract to
sign. Participants must agree
to maintain the seeding under
the CRP contract, and that is
all. No one Is required to allow
hunting.

‘Come in and see the staff at
your NRCS office,” Greg
advised. "Talk to them about a
warm season grass mixture,
They will determine if vou are

20% Little Blue
Total 0.2 Ibs.
Interseeder Drill Rental
Tractor & Driver

Total Cost-share

Estimated costs for planting of warm season
grass mixtures near streams

20% Switchgrass = 1.2 Ibs. @ $11 perlb = $13.20
40% Big Bluestem = 4 lbs. @ S15 per lb. = $§60.00
20% Indian Grass = 2 Ibs. @ $18 per |b. = $36.00
=21bs. @ S15 per Ib. = $30.00

5136.20 per acre

$ 6.00 per acre
$10.00 per acre

$155.20 per acre

FSA @ 50°% = §77.60
Pheasants Forever @ 46% = $60.75
Landowner @ 5% =85 7.75

eligible and roughly how much
your seeding costs will be. They
can include seed, drill rental,
herbicide, fertilizer and lime.
Costs will vary by site, seed
mixture and soil tests. Only
warm season grasses and
legume mixtures are eligible.”
Farmers can seed warm
season grasses themselves
rather than hiring it done.
Some SWCD's, such as East

Pott, have drills for rental for
this purpose. Pamphlets and
advice on warm season grass
establishment is also
available.

New address?

If you have moved and
wish to continue receiving the
newsletter, please send your
new mailing address to:

Quad District

Conservation Newsletter

715 N. 2nd Ave.,

Logan, IA 51546

(The postal service will not
forward third class mail, and
we flunked mind-reading
1011)
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David Schneider is "expanding his horizons

by Lou Walte

David Schneider began his
duties as a Soll Conservation
Technlclian (SCT) at the East
Poltawattamie SWCD oflice on
June 3

A native of Rushville, Illinois,
David received a degree in
Arricullural Science and Ag
Engineering from the University
ol Tlinois, localed al
Champagne-Urbana

I grew up on a farm,” David
said reflectively. T love [arming
and my roots will always be
there. But when this position
became available, | decided Lo
‘expand my horizons', so (o
speak.”

His horizon's may have been
broadened during his college
years, when he spentl six months
in the Netherlands. In an
exchange program, U.S
students and Dutch students
studied environmental science
in each other's country.

"While in the Netherlands In
1995, | visited 13 other
countries,” David commented, "1t
was Interesting to observe the
farming methods and livestock
operations, and how they varied
from place to place. | witnessed
the flooding of the Rhine River,
which reminded me of like
events at home."

David sald that having seen
devastation caused by lNoods in
1993 (Rushville lies between the
Mississippl and lllinois Rivers),
he was especially interested in

the Mood proleclon measures
carried oul in the Netherlands
Some of the dikes there were
built hundreds of years ago
Ihe Dutch have a saying,” he

relaled with a chuckle, “that 'God
crealed Lhe earth, bul the Dulch
crealed the Netherlands'. That is
because the people have
reclaimed almost half their
country from the sea, and it is an
ongoing battle to keep the
waters oul. They are a great
people, and | learned a lot from
them. | made many Iriends while
there, and we still keep in touch."

Following his college
gracduation. David was employed
as an environmental manager

with a large farm operation on
the "[llinois side” of the SL Louls
area. 'l was comfortable with the
Job,” he said, "and gained some
practical experience.”

Bul when family concerns
arose, David went home to
assist In the settlement of his
grandfather’s estate. He later
purchased an BO-acre tract from
the estate, 20 of which is tillable,
with the rest in woodland and
natural areas.

My family has been close lo
the soll for four generations,’
David said, "They were [armers
in Germany and followed that
occupation after coming to this
country. It's in my blood! My
grandfather was a good
conservationist, and so Is my
father, so [ think that led to my
interest in this job."

According to him, western
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Real people working real hard

Doug Burmeister, Hancock, 741-5451
Brad Cleaveland, Oakland, 482-3668
Steve Brumley, Carson, 484-3643
Farnk & Mike Jones, Griswold, 778-4571
Darrell Stamp, Walnut, 784-3462
Bob & Milton Meyer, Hancock, 741-5528
Tim Barry District Sales, Pisgah, 456-2559

[llinols Is very similar to lowa,
with the same agricultural
background, although not the
“rolling hills” found In this part
of the state

| soon reallzed that lowa has
a much higher awareness of
agriculture and conservation
than anywhere else | have been.”
David declared. "I am very
impressed with that. The
Armstrong Research Farm, lor
example, Is doing some greal
things, and | understand there
are other such farms in lowa. |
think lowa "stole” the idea from
[llinois, but the concept has
certainly been expanded upon
and improved,’

The new SCT said he is
looking forward to working with
the office staff (who he
described as being "super”) and
the local landowners. He noted
that the friendliness of all the °
people has been "very
gratlfying”

‘I am living in a house on the
Floyd Knop farm,” he related
"Greg (Mathis) helped me find
the house, which was not
furnished. But the Knops have
been so kind. They loaned me
fumiture, and told me about
auctions and yards sales and so
forth. | couldn’t bring much with
me, 50 | have really appreciated
all the help.”

David sald he also hopes to
work with the youth of the area.

"l grew up in 4-H and FFA ---
even collegiate FFA--- so | hope
to continue along those lines.
Right now, though, having only
been here a week, | am

_
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David Schnelder, left is being Instructed by Ed Marshall,

Civil

Technician, In the use of a Leitz

electronic measuring instrument.

concentrating on becoming
acclimatized, and leaming the
duties of my job. | am really
excited about that, and hope to
contribute something

worthwhile to the ‘cause’ ",

In this writer's opinion,
anyone meeting the young man
will soon have no doubts about
thal

Two SWCD commissioners to
be chosen in general election

The terms of two Soil and
Water District Commissioners
will expire at noon on January 1,
1999. They are Russell Brandes
of Hancock, James Township;
and Darrell Stamp of Walnut,
Lincoln Township.

Any qualified elector residing
in the soll and walter

Home (712) 769-2360

Mobile (712) 254-2360

Services

conservation district which is all
of Belknap, Carson, Center,
Grove, James, Knox, Layton,
Lincoln, Macedonia, Pleasant
Valley, Washington, Waveland
and Wright Townships,

including cities and towns, iIs
eligible for the office of

commissioner. An excepition is
that no more than one

commissioner may be a resident
of any one township.

Incumbent commissioners
are Bernle Bolton, Belknap
Twp.: Marlyn Von Weihe, Carson
Twp. and Terry Gleaves, Center
Twp. Citizens of these
townships therefore would not
be eligible for office at this time.

Prospectve candidates
seeking the office of soll and
waler conservation district
commissioner must file
nomination petitions in the
same manner as for other

eleclive positions al the general
election, except that no political
party is designated, Nomination
petitions can be obtlained from
the County Auditor

These pelitions, signed by 25
eligible electors. must be filed
with the County Auditor at the
Pottawattamie County
Courthouse no later than 5:00
p.m. on August 26, 1998

Individuals elected in
November, 1998, will serve a
term of four vears beginning
lanuary 1. 1999, Soll and water
conservation distriet
COMMUSSIONers s&arve U;']![]L'-l]]
salary and guide the overall soil
and waler conservalion program
in the county. For further
information pertaining lo the
responsibilities of a
commissioner, contact East Pott
SWCD office. 321 Oakland
Avenue, Oakland. Phone (712)
482-6408,

No man Is In competition with
another man, he Is in conflict
with his own errors.

The man who sings his own
praises usually gets the wrong
pitch.
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Front row, left to right: Adam Pieken, Eric Sieh. Back row,
will Kelly, Amy McMartin, Jen Scott, Josh Smith

Science Club

places first

in Envirothon competition

by Michelle Zimmerman

Congratulations lo the
AvoHa Science Club for
receiving first place in the oral
presenlation at Lhe state
Envirothon. Team members are
will Kelly, Amy McMartin, Jen
Scott, Josh Smith, Adam Pieken
and Eric Sieh, alternate.

Seventeen teams, 85 students
in all, took comprehensive tests
in wildlife, aquatics. forestry and
solls -- making observalions

and performing tests outdoors
at the lowa 411 Education and
Natural Resources Center near

Science Fair
winner

Congratulations to Emily
Kesten for receiving second
place at the Riverside Middle
School Science Fair. Her
project demonstrated that
contour strips work best in
reducing erosion.

"1 used two boxes lilled with
soll, one with grassed contour
strips and one without”, Emily
sald. "l elevated the ends of the
boxes, then poured 2 cups of
waler into them. The contour
strips didn’t leak at all, but the
box without them leaked much
more. | did this experiment four
times to make sure the results
weren't flukes.”

We know that a fool and his
money are soon paried, but it
would be Interesting to learn
how they got together in the first
place.

T
The onginal

TOMMY GATE

hydraulic lift

Woodbine
Manufacturing
(712) 647-2050

Bus Brown Drive

Woodbine, lowa

Madrid.

Ihe annual compelitions Is
sponsored by the Conservation
Districts of lowa, the lowa Farm
Bureau Federation, the Natural
Resources Conservation Service,
the Department of Natural
Resources, the lowa Department
of Agriculture, and others.

The students tested the
acidity of a pond. Identified soll
types and fish species and
explained how they could help
fight water pollution In a
fictitious but very lowa-like
watershed

The teams had to give a 15-
minute presentation on how
they would set up a system to
check water quality In a
watershed. The area Included a
turkey products manufacturer,
corn and soybean farms, heavily
fertilized yards and a dog track.

Terril won first place,
advancing to the national
competition In July, to be held at
Michigan State University in
Easl Lansing. Maquoketa Valley
took second place, and Central
Lee of Montrose was third. The
teams had emerged from a
preliminary field of 50.

Congratulations again the
the AvoHa Science Club for a job
well done!

*

Enthusiasm runs high in Farm
Creek Watershed priority area

by Terry D. McLain
FSA County Executive
Director

The Farm Creek Watershed
priority area covers
approximately 10,470 acres In
southern East Pottawatlamie
County. Agriculture Is intensive
in the area, as over 90% of the
watershed Is devoled to row
crops. This walershed was
selected by the Local
Conservation Work Group partly
because of its small size, and
partly because the watershed

headwaters are located In East
Pott County. Other reasons for
designating Farm Creek
Watershed as an EQIP priority
area were the various
conservation concerns In the
area. Farm Creek Is degrading
rapidly, and swallowing many
acres of prime farmland In the
process.

NRCS and FSA held initial
public meetings on Farm Creek
on April 1, 1998 (no foolin!) We
could tell from the outset thatl
nterest in the EQIP from area
landowners was high. When we

Dry fire hydrants put to good
use by fire-fighter personnel

by Michelle D. Zimmerman

Since the installation of two
dry fire hydrants in East
Pottwattamie County, both have
been used on two separate
occasions, at both ends of the
county.

The first fire was located near
Minden, and the dry fire hydrant
near Clayton Young's [armstead
in the northwest part of the
district was utilized. The second
fire was located south of Walnut,
and the dry hydrant at Bruce
Heyne's pond was used to
extinguish the barmn which was
aflame.

Dry fire hydrants are the
newest Lol for fighting fires in
rural areas, These hydrants
provide access to water sources
for local volunteer fire
departments to fight fires. A dry
fire hydrant is simply a suction
pipe laid underground (below
frost level) from an all-weather
access road to a natural or man
made waler source. This
eliminates the need to haul
water from urban communities.

Probably the most critical
element ol rural fire suppression
in lowa Is water supplies In
ample quantities to meel the
fire-fighter's immediate
emergency demands. As a
general rule, at a minimum. a fire
department Is required to
produce 250-gallons of waler
per minute within five minutes of

teaaL ket
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arrival, and maintain that flow
for at least two hours.

Walnut volunteer fire-fichter
Darrell Stamp remarked, “The
dry fire hydrant SAVED valuable
time in hauling water Lo the site.

With the Hancock Volunteer Fire

Pepartment pumping the water
supply. and the Walnut VFD
hauling the water and
extingulshing the fire, we were
able to protect the house and
other outbuildings from being
damaged or destroyed. Many
rural communities are fortunate
to have access to and realize the
benefits which these dry fire
hydrants provide."

announced that approximately
$250,000 in federal cost-share
had been approved lor
conservation practices, and
cosl-share for most practices
was being offered at the 65%
cosl-share level, enthusiasm
began Lo grow.

Al the end of our initial
signup periocdd on May 15 we
had 44 applications, covering
over 79% of the land in the Farm
Creek Watershed. Many
producers will take advantage of
Lhis opportunity to install
practices such as terraces, sod
waterways, ponds, grade
stabllization structures,
streambank stabilization
practices, windbreaks and
livestock waste systems. Others
plan Lo seal abandoned wells,
establish prescribed grazing
systems, and establish

windbreaks. EQIP will change
the watershed for the better,
forever,

EQIP provides cost-share
for producers under 5 to 10-year
contracts. Practlices cannot be
started prior lo County
Committee approval of the EQIP
conlract. A cost-shared practice
must be Installed within 12
months of contracl approval. If
you have questions regarding
the EQIP program, or the Farm
Creek Watershed in particular,
contact Lhe East Pollawaltamie
County USDA Service Center In
Oakland.

CHARTING

FREANE

L1 PR e S

A COURSE

TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD
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Grid mapping is one of modern farming’'s most imporant new
technologies. And no one knows how 1o make it pay off for your

“farming operation better than your local FS Crop Specialist
Using the FS GREEN PLAN®, he'll help you to analyze vital crop-
ping data — from soill sampling to yield monitonng — in order o0
provide you with accurate, site-specific recommendations. Give
your FS Crop Specialist a call today, and start charting your
course toward optimum yield and maximum profits.

Agriland FS Inc.

Logan 644-2620 * Avoca 343-6386 * Harlan 755-5141
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Malvern 624-8612 * Audubon 563-2675
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"Wild things exist only Il
you have the graclousness to
allow them to."

Joy Williams

by Michelle D. Zimmerman
County Resource Planner

The Easl Pottawattamie
County Soll and Water
Conservation District held their
essay contest, which promotes
soll and water conservalion lo
high school students. The
purpose of the essay contesl |s
to have the studenis gain
knowledge on current
environmental issues, for
example nonpoint pollution,
weltlands, wildlife habilat areas,
ete. This year's theme was
“Wonders of Wildlife". The theme
focused on the relationship
between wildlife, wildlife habitat
and proper land management,
especially on lands managed for
urban and suburban home sites,
farms, and private production
lands. The most important
concept Is the need for everyone,
no matter where they live, to
practice good soil and water
stewardship and enjoy the
wonders of wildlife.

Fifty percent of the judging
criteria consists of the
eflectiveness of the message as
it pertains to the theme,
Twenty-five percent
consideration is given to
originality. The other twenty-five
percent Is based on conlent

Award-winning essays reveal
youth's interpretation of theme

This year participants were
high school students from

AvoHa-Shelby-Tennanl and
Riverside High School. The prize
money and certificales were
made possible through donated
funds.

Congratulations to the
winners, whose essays appear
below. Thanks to all who
participated. The District looks
forward to holding the essay
contest again next year

First place award

Natural Wildlife

by Eric Miller
Riverside High School

Nature Is the only true place
that [ can go to clear my head.
Whether it is in Fremont
stalking deer, or Minnesota
canoeing through continuous
lakes and rivers. It allows me Lo
relax and think clearly about
whal | must do,

Nature is the source of all life.
It is the beginging, the end, and
the in-between. Without nature
we would not be here on this
earth. It keeps us alive; IL keeps
us fed.

The chirp of the birds in
spring wake me from my cold
winter hibernation. Out of my
cave, | stroll to see the green
grass and budding trees. Life
retums to the community that
was transformed into such a
desolate place. The cold Is gone
and the thought of summer
approaches.

| crouch behind a log without
moving, for if | move my prey will
escape me for one more day. The
mosquitoes swarm around my
head as | listen and watch. The
deer, my prey, slands there
walling for the slightest sound to
bolt for the trees. Now he is 5-

Midstates Bank, N.A.

Four Conventent Locations to Serve You

Citizens National Bank, Avoca

First National Bank, Missouri Valley

First National Bank of Mondamin
Harlan National Bank, Harlan

Committed to Providing You
Quality Customer Service.

feet away and | could jump and
kill it, but I do not. That Is not
what I'm here for. Four |
exposures are left. and the fawn
lays on the other side of the log. |
Lake a quick picture, and the
mother and her child scurry off
into the woods, | got what | came
for.

Silenlly, canoes slip into the
break. Across the water they
slide to the songs of eagles and
fish. Beautiful plants surround
the lake. Trees that seem Lo
reach Lthe sky. All Lhat separates

you from nature is the sheet of
aluminum you sit in. At this
point, your pure gut instinct
takes over and the only thing
that matters In life.

Beauty should be preserved
so that others can see what you
have seen. Without it only death
and destruction plague the land.
and the only place you would see
a White-tatled deer, a mongoose
or a Sun bear is In a Museum.

Second place award

The Wonders
of Wildlife

by Dan Rold
AvoHa High School

There are many wonders of
wildlife. With wildlife on every
continent in the world, there are
wonders of wildlife happening
all the time. If you think about
it. somewhere In the world there
is a wonder of wildlife
happening right now. However,
most people don'l think of the
things that happen around them
every day as wonder,

A wonder of wildlife could be
different for every person. For
example, a person In lowa might
think a kangaroo carrying Its
baby kangaroo In a natural
pouch Is a wonder of wildlife.
However, a person In Australia
that sees kangaroos every day
might think that is normal and
not a wonder at all.

Around the world there are
many varieties ol wildlife. Each
of these has something
wonderful about them. For
instance, isn't It a wonder that
an elephant can suck water up
through its trunk and give itself
a shower by shooting that water
back out of its trunk onto its
body? Also, isn'l it amazing that
a chameleon can change colors
with its surroundings? Both of
these wonders are unigue to
each of these species of animals.
However, there are many
wonders of wildlife that are the
same throughout an entire
family of organisms. One
example would be fish. | think it
is incredible that they can
somehow breathe under water.

All plants are also wonders of
wildlife. I think it's a wonder that

they can all make their own food.
Most people think of plants as
needing a lot of help to survive.
For example, people are always
complaining about having (o
water their gardens and lawns.
However, many species ol
plants can thrive in climates
that are much harsher than
those in which any humans can
survive. Also, some plants can go
weeks or even months without
waler.

Another wonder of wildlife is
all of wildlife's abllity to adapt to
Its surroundings. For instance,

Beth Fajen
Scholarship winner

by Michelle Zimmerman
County Resource Planner

The 1998 East Potlawattamle
SWCD scholarship winner is
Beth Fajen of Carson. The
scholarship will be used to
further the award winner's
education al the college level.

Criteria considered for this
award Is service, character,
leadership, an interest in
conservation and scholastic
achievement. The applicant
must be pursuing an agricultural
or natural resources related
career.

Some of Beth's extra-
curricular activities include
track, cross-country, drama
club, art club, FCCLA and FFA.
She has been very active with

community events such as
assisting with sanitary efforts
following the Carson Rodeo:
helping clean up the community
after a snow storm in 1997;
assisting with needy family
projects; taking part in the
Helping hands and Caring
Hearts project at the Micah
House, painting the school
parking lot, etc. Some of Beth's
hobbies include horseback
riding and gardening.

She plans to attend lowa
State University in Ames , or
Northwest Missouri State -
University in Maryville and
pursue a major in pre-vel.

Beth says she chose pre-vet
because she has developed a
love for nature and animals.

Congratulations, Beth!

cals and dogs can be trained to
live indoors when their natural
habitat Is outdoors. Also, some
rats and birds have been able to
adapt to living in urban areas.
Many farm animals have
adapted lo living on farms and
eating food that is different than
food that they have been used to
eating.

In conclusion, there are
many greal wonders of wildlife
around the world. Some people
might not think of all of them as
wonders, but if just one person
thinks something is a wonder,
then it Is. Also, each species of
wildlife has something
wonderful about IL Therefore,
the wonders of wildlife are great
and people should stop to
admire them somelmes.

Third place award
The Wonders

of Wildlife

by Jamie Nihsen
AvoHa High School

One of the true gifts of living
in lowa is the many wonders ol
wildlife. The wild animals that
roam the plains.sto the plants
and Mlowers that grow freely. By
taking a short trip through any
park or grove you would find the
true beauty that thrives in this
wonderful state. These wonders
can only be truly appreciated by
wilnessing them.

One of the first things you
would notice is the bountiful
amount of trees. More than 2.5
million acres of timberland still
exist in lowa. This is what
makes the trees such a great
asset to the beauty of our state.

In our area of Southwest lowa
there is an abundance of Oak,

Maple, Cedar, Pine and Fir trees,
Recently, our country roads were
renamed. The state decided
to give tribute to our beautiful
trees by naming each road after
a different species. While trees
coulld be considered a wondrous
wildlife in themselves, they also
provide shelter and food for the
animal population.

These trees are a haven for
numerous birds that live here.
The most common birds are
Robin, Cardinal, Blue Jay and
Sparrow. These birds seek
shelter and bulld houses in the
trees thal grow vastly across the
plains. The only birds that have
a legal hunting season are
pheasant and quail. These
remarkable wonders of wildlife
thrive on the many wild berries
and insects.

Along with the many birds,
the deer also find homes here.
This Is probably one of the most
amazing animals that roams
freely. The common deer Is
found in every part of lowa. The
deer, though not overly
abundant, has a controlled
hunting season. They are such a
mysterious specles that they are
one of the greatest wonders of
wildlife.

Trees, birds and the deer are
only a few examples of many
that add to the beauty of lowa
So many wonders exist that
people don't realize how truly
grateful they should be to
witness them every day.
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Remember sun-safety in
the field this summer

Long days outside in the warm
flow of summer can be a serious
hazard. Researchers are leaming
more about the relationship between
the invisible sun rays and various
forms of skin cancer and diseases
such as eye cataracts.

Skin cancer is one of the most
common forms of cancer in the
United States. The American Cancer
Society estimates that 800,000 new
cases of highly curable forms of
skin cancer are diagnosed each year.

New cases of melanoma, the most
serious and life-threatening skin
cancer, were expected 10 number
38,300 in 1996, with 7300 cases
resulting in death. Skin cancer has

able to reduce your nisk.
Hats

Protection for the face and other
parts of the head can be as simple as
wearing a hat. When selecting a hat,
consider the following questions,
and balance your needs in each of
these areas.

Coverage: How much of your

face, ears and neck are shaded by the 2

hat? Coolness: Is it cool enough to
be wom on hot days? Comfort:
How does the hat feel? Will 1t stay
on during various tasks?
Commitment: Will you wear it?
Clothing

The thought of wearing long-

sleeved shirts and pants in the

Who lzzt??

Page 5

Answer to Brain
Teaser printed in
previous issue

Gry is a word
by itself!

Our thanks to Linda Neve of
Harlan, who solved the brain-
teaser printed in the last
newsletter. It was noted that
two words in the English
language ended in "gry”,
“hungry” and "angry”, but thal
there was a third.

Linda Informed us that "gry”
is a word In itself. According to
Webster's International
Dictionary, Second Edition:

gry (gri), variation of Gri -
Gypsy

gry (gri) n; pl. grys (griz); A
trifle, bit; A measure equal lo

Recognize this VIP, who was captured by the roving
photographer as he illustrated a point during a recent
regional meeting? For those who don't, it is Jeff Zimprich,
Area Four head honcho. Area Four Is comprised of Harrison
Shelby, Audubon, Pottawattamie (East and West), Cass.
Adalr, Madison, Warren, Mills, Montgomery, Adams,
Union, Clarke, Lucas, Fremont, Page, Taylor, Ringgold,

increased at a rate of 4 percent each
year since 1973, and is 40 times
higher among whites than blacks.
These trends have serious
implications for farmers and others
who spend much of their working

one tenth of a line.

So now we know, and we
know the word is not found In
some of the newer editions ol
the dictionary. We had to go o
an old one to find it, after Ms.
Neve informed us of the fact.

summer might sound
uncomfortable, but proper clothing
can protect against the sun and
minimize heat stress. Lightweight
clothing, preferably 100 percent
coiton, provides both comfort and

hours outside.
Sun exposure

Research has shown that
cumulative sun exposure is 3 major
factor in development of skin
cancer. Small changes occur in the
skin each time it is exposed o
sunlight. People who bum casily,
rarely tan, freckle or have a fair
complexion, have blonde or red
hatr, or have blue or gray eyes,
experience greater skin changes.
Skin cancer is usually not
associated with a single, painful
sunbum, but rather with repeated
exposure (o the sun and changes in
the skin's makeup. The sun's ray,
however, are more damaging during
the summer months and at midday
hours than other hmes. You can gel
a sunburn during other seasons and
at other times of the day, bul
cumulative sun exposure is the
major concem.

If you notice a new growth,
maole or discoloration, or a sudden
change in an existing mole, s¢¢ a
physician. Early detection of skin
cancer if the first step for successful
treatmenl.

The back of the neck, ears, face
and eyes are sensitive o sun
exposure. Luckily, these and other
| body parts easily can be protected
by wearnng proper clothing,
sunglasses, or sunscreen, By laking
precautions and avoiding the sun's
most damaging rays, you may be

e _— -]
R L. B arry
Alecounting

To serve your tax
ansd acconnting
needs
418 Walksr St.
Weodbing, 15
Ph. (712) 647-2323
FADC (712) 647-2270
e — =————

protection.

Sunscreen lotions
Sunscreens recommended for
outdoor workers should have a sun
protection factor rating of at least
15. This means that you are
protected from a reaction to the
sun’s effects 15 times longer than
you are withouf the sunscreen.
Read the label to know when to
reapply sunscreen and whether

it is \yatcrproul'.
Sun avoidance

The easiest way (o reduce
exposure to ultraviolet radiation 1s
to avoid the sun. Critical imes arc
midday hours between 10 a.m. and
3 p.m. This may be impossible for
some active individuals, but
scheduling tasks around this penod
could reduce exposure when the sun
15 most dangerous.

Sunglasses

Even the most effective hats can
block only 50 percent of the
ultraviolet rays that reach the eyes.
Use caution when selecting
sunglasses because they vary widely
in the amount of protection from
ultraviolet radiation. A peel-off
label on the lens indicates its UV
rating, or percentage of ultraviolet
rays blocked by the sunglasses (the

ST V)

ALL TYPES OF SOIL
CONSERVATION WORK
SITE GRADING

26420 5

Decatur and Wayne Counties in southwest Iowa.
Cooking & household hints!

The white of an egg will
remove chewing gum from
anything, even hair, without a
race.

When making hamburgers,
mix a little flour with the meat,
and the patties will stay
together nicely.

Use crushed potato chips
instead of bread crumbs for
meal loaf filler. The fMlavor will
make an excellent addition.

To make a fluffy meat loaf,
beal an egg white until stff
and add it after all ingredlents
have been mixed.

Use a small amount of
baking powder in your gravy
and the grease will disappear.

When making meringue for

best rating 1s 100).
Remember that people who
spend a lot of ime outdoors in

work or leisure activities can sutter

from more than just exhaustion or

heal stress. They are at nsk for skin

cancer or other diseases (hat resull
from years of exposure to the sun.

Be aware of the risks and make it
a habit to protect yourself from

5Un exXposure.

HUSZ

14 IDLEWOOD ROAD
OAKLAND, IOWA

X L CONSTRUCTION CO

Lowell (Butch) Husz
Ph. 712-482-6852
Tim Husz
Ph. 712-484-3435

Heyne Custom Seed Services

Bruce A Heyne, Owner

10th Street

Walnut, lowa 51577-4110

Telephone: (7€) 784-3454 Fax: (7] 784-2030 Mobile: (7€) 245-0227
emaill HEYNESEEDSOnetina.net
homepage: http/Awww.neting.net/showcase/bluestem,/ index htmi

pie, add about 1 tbsp. of clear
corn syrup to the egg whiles,
Makes the meringue expand
and stand up higher.

To Nl freezer bags quickly.
place food in a quart jar, slip
bag over ar, then Invert. The
bag is quickly filled and the
top is clean for sealing.

An easy way lo freeze
chickens Is to put them in half

gallon milk containers. Cover
chicken pleces with water and

staple shul. They will not dry
out or get freezer burn.

Put salt on raw egg which
has been spilled on the floor,
and you will be able to sweep
it up with a broom.

When scalding milk, a
small amount of sugar added
and not stirrred will keep the
milk from scorching.

Use a meat pounder

instead of a fork to make a
pretty design on your cookles.

o Seeds into virtually any
condition with min
mal soil disturbance

e New “live” hydraulics
&1 you sel opener
down-pressure in
seconds

* Exceptional accuracy
and depth contrc!.

Why Its Popularity Keeps Growing

e Adjustable, corrosion.
resistani, 3-position
weed/fertilizer divider

o 10 15 and 201001
widths, Full 45-nch
Clearance. Lirain o
grain/fertilizer. Two-
unit hitch available

| JOHM DEERE |

Macedonia Implement Co.

40459 Pioneer Trail
Macedonia, |A
712-486-2441 800-373-3185

A

GOOD DEALS...AND A GOOD DEAL MORE
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All the comforts of ho

by Lou Waite

Nin¢ years ago, Joanne Lapke
decided to utilize a large, empty
house located on the family Farm

west of Dunlap. in Shelby County.

The dwelling was one of three
altractive homes surrounding two
small lakes on the spacious family
“estate”. For many years, the
houses were individually occupied
by Zeno and Lois Lapke and two of
thewr sons with theirr wives and
famihes — Kenneth and Jenene and
Bemard and Joanne.

When Kenneth and Jenene
moved to Demson and went into
business, their house sal
unoccupicd for several years.
Because of proximity to the
bamyard and other houses, Bernard
and Joanne bought il, with the idea
of making 1l into a guest house

"It was such a nice house,
Joanne reflecied, “and 1 had hated 10
see 1t sitting empty. For some
time, 1 had thought that perhaps
there were people who would like
(0 get away 10 a quiel, scenic
country refreat.” Then she declared,
" 1 was right about that. We began
this ninc years ago, and the house
has been well used the year
around.”

After some remodeling and
redecorating, the house was
completely fumished. "It gave me
an excuse o get some new
furniture for my own house,”
Joanne said with a smile. "All my
old fumiture is in the guest house.”
The fumishings are very attractive,
utilitanan and comfortable, with
bedding, linen, dishes, apphances,
elc. included.

The modem kitchen features a
large table, perfect for family or
fnendly dining. The living room
looks out upon one of the lakes,
with a "big-screen TV" as a focal
point. Steps lead up to the second

o

level dining area, also overlooking RN P
L L | .

the lake, with a lounge seclor at the
far end of the room. There are three
bedrooms on the second level, a
central bath and half bath. In the
basement is another large bedroom
and bath, laundry area and storage.
Central aur and heating add to the
amenities.

Appropniately, the guest house
15 labeled “The Get Away", and
many of the "guests” have retumed
year after year, "We have come (o
know many of them so well,”
Joanne said, "that they are almost
like an extended famialy.”

Families have indeed taken
advantage of the site for anmvyersary
receptions, birthday gathernings,
holiday events, etc. One couple was
marncd there in the outdoor setting,
and remained for their honeymoon,
Joanne chuckled as she recalled that
she made most of the amangments
for the wedding, including doing
the decorating, contacting a
clergyman, ordering the wedding
cake and prepanng and serving the
refreshments, "1 received a very
warm thank you trom them,”
Joanne said. then hastened to add,
"but I don't want 1o do that again!”

On some occasions, such as
Memonal Day weekend, the guest
house 1s shared by individuals or
couples who are not members of
the same family, It 1s also used to
accommodate guesss of the Lapke
families who "overflow” the main
house. Birdwatchers, hikers, bikers
and nature lovers come from far and
wide. Many are from the city, just
secking a peaceful, relaxing
weekend. But most of the time, it
is family members who gather lo
spend some quality ume together.
Here, they can allow their children
freedom to run and play without
worrying aboul traffic or human
predators. They can teach them
about wildlife and nature, and

Hit Pay Dirt

advance.

respect for those things and each
other.

For the past nine years, the
same group of pheasant hunters has
returned each fall. They journcy
from New York, New Jersey,
Oklahoma, Tennessee, Arkansas,
Michigan, Ohio and several other
stales to enjoy not only the
hunting, but a special relationship
which has been established with the
Lapkes. A scene hanging in the
living room of The Get Away was
painicd by one of the pheasant
hunters and presented to his hosts.
It portrays the hunters in their
bright regalia, with all the
accoutrements and vehicles used
during a typical outing. outlined
against a lush lowa autumn setting.

The ponds are stocked with fish,
which young anglers love to
attempt to snare. There is a
barbecue pit among the trees,
surrounded by rustic benches. A

picnic table is located on the
grounds. The large back lawn is
perfect for volleyball, croquet, lawn
tennis or other games. A large
garage protects guest vehicles from

—
VANDEMARK

HEATING,
COOLING

SKID
LOADERS

Models available with SAE operating capacities from

850 Ibs. to 2050 Ibs

standard Dir/Construction Buckets wath capaciies from

73cu ft.tolfcu it

Wide vaniety ol attachments available

High capacity auxiliary hydraubics
See your local authorized dealer for sales, service. pars

and financing

Bunid it belter with Gehl

GeHL
NELSON FARM SUPPLY

606 CHATBURN AVE. HARLAN, IA 51537

712-755-3115

PLUMBING

FURNACES, HEAT
PUMPS, AIR
CONDITIONING,
WATER HEATER
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION,
PLUMBING

Check out our
service agreements
and pave $8$
Free Estimates!

Woodbine
712-647-2627

1-800-772-6184

me plus beau

tiful surro

L
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The guest house Is in use almost every month, and many times reserved a year in

P e

— e — S

One of the two ponds, stocked with fish, where anglers can

try their luck. The ponds and their pastoral surroundings are
a favorite with young and old alike.

the weather.

It was surprising perhaps (o
lcarn that the Get Away is used all
year. Church retreats are held there;
sleighnding and 1ce-skating parties
in winter; holiday gathenngs and
others. Families spend Christmas
there, and even decorate festively in
seasonal decor.

"Many people who have stayed
here keep in touch with us, writing
or calling when they hear aboul a
flood, or dry weather, or some other
happening which might affect us,”
Joanne mused "As | sad,” we have
become good friends as well as
guests and hosts.”

She noted that guests leave the
premises clean and neat, and she

Mosquito Valley
Ag Supply, Inc.

Jack Stamp PHI
Sales rep for W'
PIONEER. Pioneer products il

B AR PR TS

Persia Office: 712-488-2014
Shelby Office: 712-544-2020

has never had anything stolen or
vandalized. She laughed when she
remembered one incident which had
her wondering for a while,
however.

"We had a family here
celebrating their mother's 100th
birthday”, Joanne recalled. "When |
came 1o clean, I noticed one of the
dining table chairs was missing. |
thought it had probably been carried
somewhere else in the house, but
after looking, | could not find it.
About a month later, one of the
sons called me, very apologetic. He
said that he had noticed one of the
chair legs was loose, so he had pul
it in his trunk and taken it home,

Continued on Page 7

()

SERVICES
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Jill, a recent graduate of lowa State,
Omaha. The sixteen grandchildren
love to visit (and why wouldn't
they?)

Bemard and Joanne raisc
Arabian horses, registered under the
trade name of "Berjo”, a
combination of letters from their
names. Berjo is used as a prefix for
o the name of each horse. and used
only by horses registered on the
| farm.

In 1996, Bemnard attended the
Intermational Endurance Race at
4 Junction City, Kansas as a crew-

8 member for the U.S. ream. The

4 race was 100 miles across country,
il with four members on each tcam.
The teams were from 17 world
countries.

The race began at 6:30 a.m.,
with 78 horses starting, and 33

are famous. Pictured lazily enjoying the sunshine are Berjo

Beau and Berjo Jaydaar. completing the race in the allotied
: ume (ten hours of nding time).
Continued from Page 6 The Endurance Race has a

velennanan check approximalely
every 20 miles, and horses are
monitored for pulse, respiration and
condition. The crew assists the
horse and rider through the vet
check by cooling the horses, elc.
The U.S. team won the event;
France was second and Switzerland

upon request. Otherwise the guests
bring their own food and do their
own cooking. Joanne also adds
special touches such as Hower
arrangements in the rooms, colorful
loss pillows, area rugs, eic. "l try
1o make it look like a home", she
said, "not just a place to stay.” (It

intending to glue and retumn it. Of
course, you can guess what
happened! He forgot about it until
he happened to open the trunk later.
But he did repair it and bring it
back. still very embarrassed about
1A

Joanne does all the cleaning and

iR anoR, %iith hel from does!) third. One point of interest was that
y : : Joanne and Bemard's children are  the Swass team had leased a horse
BeTiad Ml SORNTHTIcY 2 nesgliboe Cindy Pryor, Woodbine; Nancy from a lady in Wisconsin. His

lady. She cooks meals for the
pheasant hunters each year, and will
caler anniversary or wedding events

Coenen, Omaha; Demise Baldwin,
Dunlap; Leo, Earling; Trish Kuehl,
Omaha;: Tom, Bellevue, lowa and

name was Berjo Thor, and had been
raised and trained on the Lapke
farm!

Bemard also spends part-ume
working with Jim and Ruth
Schaben's thoroughbred horses at
their Dunlap farm,

(712) 643-2281

Bernard and Joanne lease their
cropland to a neighbor, but
mantain the cow herd, pasture and
hayland. Minimum tillage is
practiced and careful attention paid
lo the maintenance of lerraces,
waterways and headlands.

The farm has the first

LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING

Terraces * Waterways * General Bulldozing

1109 Montague * Dunlap, lowa 51529

PURINA
CHOWS

Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc.

DUNLAP, IA51529 DOWCITY,IA51528 PANAMA A 51562 LOGAN, |A 51546
€43-5360 6T4-3344 489-2535 544-2540
B800-235-5360

Grind & Mix + Health Aids - Custom Spraying * F»ed « Grain » Seed ¢ Fertilizer

* Fertilizers

* Purina Chows Dry, Liquid & Ammonia * Grain
Receiving Chow Custom Application Buy & Sell Grain
Cattle Liquid Supplements  gpj| Testing Grain Storage
Hay Starters & Supplements Trucking
Horse Chows " Western QLF Grain Bank Service

Liquids & Protein Tubs

*Equipment * Livestock Equipment * Seeds

J &M Wagons  Sioux Gates Dekalb Corn & Beans
Peck Augers Husky Feeders Golden Harvest Com & Beans
Buffalo Scrapers  Brock Bins Peterson Beddick Grasses

Sprayers & Parts

e e e

are found at Lapke's peaceful "Get-away" guest house
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Joanne, seated at the large table which invites one and all
to sit and enjoy a meal together, play cards, or just chat.

conservation plan written in Shelby
County. The first terraces were
built in the carly 40's with an Allis
Chalmers and a 2-16 pull-type
plow. Since that time, all the land
has been terraced, and most through
cost-share programs.

The ponds on the property arc
mostly structures of the Mill-
Picayune Walershed program.
Bemard's father, Zeno, was very
active in the watershed program.
Today, the water from this area is
controlled and no longer floods the
Boyer Valley.

Bemard and Joanne are
members of the International
Arabian Horse Association, very
actuve in community affairs and
attend St. Patrick's Church in
Dunlap.

e Y Y e
'KINZE 2600 Planters

nting capacity &
. " for loday's big pla
I::unrlz:':::::i planting chalienges!

NEIL JENSEN
CONSTRUCTION,
INC.

Neil and Bette
2804 190th TRL. Woodbine

Grading, Road Building,
Soil Conservation Work
Earth Moving
of all Kinds

7112-647-2938

Also hve new and used
culverts, bridge stringers,
piling & plank

Row

12 Row N, W: 1
ansport In seconds:

| E ers'l |

or interplant W
nt* row units wihrame & row-unit

i me :
nrl?ﬂgﬂan:h'm‘::l's tor specilic residue managemen A

requirements!

| - 4 Sl n
| Sorensen Equipment

| Box 446, Harlan, IA 51537

' Ph. 755-2455
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Heidebrink pleased that 80,000 seedling trees
planted in Iowa within a 30-day period

Greg and Russ Kurth, Harrison District Conservationist,
discuss plans for tree planting operations to be carried
ort in Harrison and nearby Counties.

by Lou Waite

Greg Heidebrink of Nemaha
is obviously a young man who
takes his job seriously. In so
doing, he covers a lot of territory,
with the “locus focus” being on
northwestern lowa. Thanks to
Greg and the program he
promotes, within a 30-day
period, 80,000 seedling trees
were planted in lowa.

Greg grew up on a farm near
Luther in Boone County. He
graduated from United
Community High School,
located rurally between Boone
and Ames. In 1993, he received a
degree in Forestry from lowa
State University.

For one year following
graduation, Greg was employed
on a tree farm near Ankeny.
Then he accepted a position
with Missourl and Mississippl
Divide Resource Conservation
and Development., more
commonly known as M & M
RC&D.

The M & M office is in Sac
City, and serves the six county
area of Sac, Carroll, Crawford,
Greene, Guthrie and Audubon
Greg works wilh the Forestry

Service Program (FSP), a "[ull
circle” forestry regime. As
explained above, he lravels

stale-wide when required, and at
the time of the interview, was
calling upon landowners in
Harrison and Shelby Counties,

Greg explained that a full
circle forestry program Includes
tmber stand Improvement,
disease identfication, and the
entire realm of tree planting.
The trees are mainly interred in
CRP ground. on riparian

(streambank) areas, etc.

"Landowners who have been
approved for cost-share and are
thinking aboul tree plantngs
come (o the office for
information,” Greg noted. "1 look
at the site and determine the
soil type and terrain, etc. Some
areas are easier to plan than
others, and | also consider the
owner's wishes as long as they
fall within the required
guldelines.

"l write a plan If they don't
already have one, and make
recommendations about which
species of trees to plant, etc.
"For example, a farmer contacts
the office and says he hasan |
area along a creek which Is In
pasture. He has heard of the
Riparian Buffer Program and
wants to take advantage of IL |
look at the site and ascertain
whether or not he and the land
are eligible for the program. If
s0, | devise a plan and an
estimale for the cost of the tree
planting recommended. The
owner would see what his yearly
CRP rental rate would be (150
feet of pasture land on elther
side of a stream can be
enrolled). The Farm Service
Agency [FSA) would then check
the three predominate soll Lypes
and the value of each, take the

welghted average of sofls and
arrive at the annual rental rate if
a tree planting was done. Then
the farmer can decide if the
program Is feasible for his
operation,

"To clarify, If a farmer has a
pasture he has been renting out
for $25 to $30 per acre, and he
can put In a 150-fool zone at
rates as high as $175 per acre,
the financial advantage of doing
so Is prelty obvious. That is also
true ol the environmental
benelits, and most farmers take
that Into consideration as well.
They can enroll for a period of
10 to 15 years In the Riparian
Bufler Program. They will be
pald the equivaleni rental rate
as long as they malntain the
area as required under the CRP
contract, and refrain from
grazing It

Obviously many farmers have
found the plan advantageous,
and Greg's services are in great
demand. As stated In the first
paragraph, 80,000 seedling have
been planted this year, and
more will be done In the fall. "We
planted 7,775 on one day,” Greg
sald, "but the average s around
4.000 per day. Planting is done
in the spring, but some riparian
areas have been so wel that
planting was deferred until fall.”

With a grin, Greg commented,
"I have found that If the
landowner has some ‘sweat’

involved, he takes a little more
pride in the project than if | do
all the work. I usually do the
planting, then notify the owner
when it 1s time to spray and
mow. The farmer may take care
of these himself, but | do a lot of
the spraying, since | am
licensed to apply the chemicals
required. Many do their own
mowing, but I will also take care
of that upon request. Sometimes
the farmer's tractor Is used to
operate the tree planter, which
saves him expense. It also saves
me from having to haul a tractor
with the planter from site to
site.”

When questioned about
details of a typical tree-planting
plan, Greg sald he likes lo use
the "8X10" method. He explained
this means trees are planted 8
feet apart In each row, with the
rows being 10 feet apart. For
shrubs, he follows a 4X10
format (4 ft. apart In rows 10 i
apart)l. Up to 13 rows of trees
and shrubs can be planted in a
pasture zone, and 20 feet of
grass.

RANDY PRYOR
ALICTIONEER

Woodbine, lowa

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS
FARM AUCTIONS

LAND AUCTIONS
CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS
MACHINERY AUCTIONS

th.Ie #
(712) 647-2712
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A tree pmnti.ng operat:lan in progress.

“This combination serves as
a living filter, and it slows the
flow of the waler so that more of
it infiltrates the soll.” Greg
informed. "However, Il takes four
or five years to become
established enough to become
effective. Some trees or shrubs
are lost due to animal (deer and
rabbit) appetiles, and lo other
causes. Tree shelters help
prevent animal damage. It s
difficult to supply water for the
large plantings, so we have to
trust Mother Nature to take care
of that. "

Greg estimaled that 99% of
the tree planting projects with
which he Is Involved are done
under the auspices of the
Natural Resources
Conservation Service or Farm
Service: Agency. “The program
will have a big impact on the

environment,” he said, "and |
want lo commend the
landowners who are f[arseeing
enough to recognize that fact,
and contribute to the
accomplishment of iL. ~

Greg's wife Laurie shares his
interests, and holds a degree in
Fisheries and Wildlife Biology.

She Is currently a bank
employee, but “looking for
something in her field".

Greg's present hobby may
revolve into a full-lime
occupalion as It gains
popularity. He makes furniture,
such as Hoosler cabinets,
refectory tables, ple safes, gun
cabinets, etc. "None of the ‘
scraps of wood I discard go to
waste”, he said with a chuckle, ‘
“for Laurie rescues them and
uses them for her craft projects,”

New Engne Mew : New wel multi-disc cluich
AGCO Alls Transmission. - increases durabilty by
600 Seneg Standard t‘us:hlﬂnm torque loadin
umochargecd d-speed - surface wnile dissipating gedt
Bquid cooled transmisson © Now u"'a
gesals of ophonal ~
18-3paad comionable cab
I :':l'l'\‘;"'::rln

Q700 Senies. The 97005 give

' new models: the 125 PTO hp
0735 and the 145 P1'O hp
0745. Corme get a good look
at one today

Robinson

Great New Ideas.

| Introducing the new AGCOs Allis

vou a choice of two completely

BNeww SHRCTROMC

Implement

Box 257, Irwin, 1A 51448-0257
Ph. 712-782-3171 or 1-800-448-0807
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Jim Sharp, Shelby District Conservationist, background
left, illustrates a point to students attending outdoor

classroom sessions.

Jeff Darling, Soll Conservation Technicican, background,

=g
e

was one of the instructors during Conservation Day

activities in May.

Tips for summer tree care

Alffter the trees have been
planted. there are a few things
which can be done to insure that
they will thrive throughout the
summer.

1) Sometimes what is NOT
done to newly transplanted stock is
Just as important as what IS-done.
Bare-root stock should not be
fertilized at planting time. The roots
are very fragile and susceptible (o
burming.

2) Spring-planted stock can be
fertilized in the fall of the first year
or the next spring, with the proper
ferulizer for the species.

3) If a dished area is not left
around the tree when it is planted,
one should be built and the sod
removed to prevent competition for
water and nutrients.

4) Tree mats or mulch (such as
wood chips, grass clippings, straw

The only complete mistake Is
the mistake from which we learn
nothing.

Try to learn from the mistakes
of others. You can't possibly live
long enough to make them all
yourself!

Aboul the time we learn to
make the most of life, the most
of life Is gone!

or even several layers of newspaper)
will do 1o hold moisture in the

ground and prevent weed pressure.

5) Tree shelters can really help
get new plantings off to a quick
start and will also act as protection
against animal browsing and
windbum.

6) A good idea any time, but for
sure the first couple of years is to
make certain the plants get one inch
of water every ten days. In the late
fall, increase Lo soaking the ground
every week until the ground freezes.

=S

Ken Hekter

Construction

All types of
conservation work:

General earth moving.
29480 Delta Ave.
McClelland, 1A 51548-6110

712-487-3167
Your past and future
~ business
IS appreciated

May means
education
month
for the Shelby

SWCD staff

v 6 - o1 Conle:
The first place winners in the
annual poster contest, sponsored by

the Shelby County Conservation
Board and the Shelby County Soil
& Water Conservation District,
have been announced. The theme
this year was "Wonders of
Wildlife".

First place winners were:

3rd grade - Jessica Gordon, (Jean
(ordon), Harlan, attends West
Ridge Elementary School, Harlan.

4th grade - Caitlin Leinen,
(Sherry Leinen), Earling, attends St,
Joseph's School, Earling,

Sth grade - Marie Reinig (Tom
& Denise), Portsmouth, attends St.
Joseph's School, Earling.

- F
Jonl Schwery and Jeff Darling

technicians, represented the Shelby
County Soil and Water
Conservation District and the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service at a Career Fair, held at

| West Ridge School in Harlan.

The Career Fair was designed for

| people of all ages so they could

become more aware of the wade
variety of careers available,

There were between 80 and 90
careers represented at the fair,

._ Mﬂ! 13 - Consen alion Qil:' =

Quidoor Classroom.

Students enjoyed fresh air and a
lot of hands-on learning at the
outdoor classrooms held during
Conservation Days. The event was
held at Praine Rose State Park for
sixth graders of Shelby County.

The students were taught about
soils by Jeff Darling, Soil
Conservation Technician, and Jim
Sharp, District Conservationist.

One of the hands-on activities
wis soil probing. The students
could view organic matter, topsoil
layer and subsoil layers. Another of
these activities was making it “rain”
on sample small fields.

Boyer Valley
Farm & Home
Center

Fad

He o
n WI

Woodbine, IA
712-647-2816
Roger & Pat Melby

_—

Pthoud honored

Jim Sharp, District Conservationist, presented Ron
Pethoud, right, with a Certificate of Appreciation for his
fine contributions to Conservation Days over the years,
Pethoud, a sixth grade science teacher in Harlan
Community Schools, founded the school-and-
conservation-led nature day in 1969.

soil erosion.

Other classrooms included
Naturewalk, Forestry, Parks,
Fishing, Fish ID, Recycling and a
demonstration of the groundwater
flow model,

SHELBY COUNTY
STATE BANK

demonstrating that conservation
practices such as no-ull planting
and cover crops were beneficial for
conservation. The runoff from the
"rain” showed definite differences in

We support conservation, and commend our
farmer clients for their efforts toward
preserving natural resources,

0

LENDER

AL B gy ]

Offices (area code 712);
Harlan, 755-5112 Shelby 544-2626
Elk Horn, 764-5067 Panama, 489-2424
Portsmouth, 743-2715 Irwin, 782-3155
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Kelly Summy, left, and Russ Kurth chuckle over Kelly's
recollection of a humorous event which occurred during
Summy's sojourn in the Slovak Republic.

methods of production, financial
management, etc. The project was
sponsored by lowa State
University, via a grant from the
U.S. Agency for Intemational
Development (AID) program.
This is the first in a series of
articles concemning the project.

Overview

Robert W. Jolly, Professor of
Economics at ISU, stated:

“The CFSR 15 an industnal
country, Agniculture, in terms of
its contribution to the gross
national product (GNP) or
employment is comparable o

Dunlap

by Lou Waite

Kelly Summy of Midwest Ag
Services, Inc. and Gary Thien of
Thien Farm Management, Inc.,
both in Council Bluffs, have had
an expenience which many would
envy. They were given the
opportunity to visit the Czech
(Thien) and Slovak (Summy)
Republics, both in 1994 and
1995, As members of specialty
teams they had the chance to
observe agncultural and agn-
business practices, then help
advise and assist the farmers there
in bringing about improved

Offers a full line of
products and services

L

FEED - FERTILIZER - CHEMICALS
FENCING SUPPLIES - REPAIRS
CUSTOM APPLICATION & GRINDING

GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS
TIRES - BATTERIES - PARTS

VEHICLE SERVICE WORK
GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE,

FENCING SUPPLIES - REPAIRS
CUSTOM APPLICATION & GRINDING
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS
TIRES - BATTERIES - PARTS
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK
GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE,
DRYING AND HAULING
ON -THE-FARM TIRE REPAIR
AND MANY OTHER SERVICES

Elevator (712) 643-5342
Shop (712) 643-5993

Farmers Co-op

Western Europe or the United
States. Technological
improvements in agncultural
production have resulted in a shifi
of labor 1o other sectors of the
cconomy. Despite agriculture's
apparent decline in importance,
successful privatization of this
sector in the Czech and Slovak
Kepublics is a strategically cnucal
1ssue. Agnculture and agribusiness
are ied o several obyectives for
both Republics, ie, food securnty;
exporl growth, import
substitution; rural development
and political stability;
environmental quality

“Although pnivatization efforts
in the Republics will tend to
emphasize manufactunng and
services, the agncultural, food,
forestry and natural resource
sectors must successfully make
transition (o a market economy
Fatlure to do so will scriously
jeopardize privatzation in the non-
ag sector.”

"Before attempting to introduce
a new mode of operation, one has
10 understand the old. In the past,
under Communist rule, ownership
of all means of production was
cither state or group (collective)
owned. The basis for managing
the economy and all economic
units was the plan. Developed by
the state, the plan had the status of
law. The workers had no part in
developing it.

"The plan established a target
rate for economic growth and
production quotas for each
economic unit. ‘The job of the
manager was (o meet the
production order. A system of
taxes and subsidies was used o
redistribute income and support
socially desirable but unprofitable
enterprises. (Everyone was
employed, but in order for this (0
be so, many were given "busy
work” to do.)

"Financial markets did not
exist. Funds followed real
resources prescribed by the plan,
The banking system was part of
the treasury, Extension funds for
capital investment reflected
economic and social objectives
specified o the plan.

"Plan objectives included full
employment, guaranteed pension,
health care and education.”

Summy: "Onginally each
collective was made up of several
small villages about 5 or 6

Visits to the Czech and Slovak Republics

Woodbine 0il Company

This museum is the restored residence of a formerly
influential family which fled Slovakia during World War
II. Photo by Kelly Summy.

realized they had been misled. So
when we were there, they were in
a situation where the agricultural
structure was being reorganized.
Summy: "Unemployment was

high, because once the republic
had to become self-sufficient and
show a profit, it was necessary (o
lay off some of the workers. And

kilometers apart. People didn't live
on the farms, but in the villages,
traveling from there to the farms
o work. The government assigned
each worker a job. They were told
what 1o produce, and some of the
crops weren'l necessarily suited 1o
the climate. There were quotas (o
meet, but it didn't matter how hard

they worked for they got paid the the difficulty in finding new jobs
same, There was no incentive to (which were scarce to none) had to
produce more, take care of the do with the fact that most of the
equipment or learn anything new. workers were trained to do only
There was no employee one thing, and that is all they
management, and no chance to knew how to do. With

develop any economic background.  unemployment so high and

The people were conditioned 1o economy so low, it created a

vicious cycle which would take
years o overcome. Actually, they
had more or less gone back 1o a
barter system, since there was no
cash flow."

Thien: " Another problem the
country was having was in trying
to comply with a new law which
said the land formerly confiscated
by the Communist party had to go
back 10 its onginal owners or
heirs, or restitution be made 1o
them. Actually, the people never
lost their rights to the land, but
only the nght to use it. They were
forced Lo put it into the collective
operations.”

this, s0 when times changed, it
became a struggle for them to
become familiar with a different
system. That was the team goal --
(o try to help them develop
strategic management, decision
making, personnel management,
assel and hability restructunng,
marketing, modemization, etc.”
Thien: "Our purpose was (o
assist them in changing from a
demand economy to a supply and
demand economy. The old ways
obviously stfled creativity and
prevenied people from looking at
and analyzing different options.
There was no incentive in their
business structure for them to take
nsks. | got the impression that
before Communism failed, the
people were led to believe they
were leading the world in
technology and agriculture. But
after the "wall" came down, they

Summy: "Much of the land
had belonged to Jews who were
exterminated during World War I1,

[ e == ]
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Top quality fuel
Fast, efficient service

Dwight & Marian Mills

712-647-2217, Woodbine, IA

SELLING BY AUCTION
& PRIVATE LISTING

JOHN A. HANSEN,
ASSOCIATE BROKER

LOGAN, IA 51546
712-644-3001
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"broaden horizons" for

consultant; Nina Jurewicz, American citizen living in
Bratislava, serving as In-country coordinator; Milan
Biros, President of Zborov Collective; Lee Killmer, USA,
consultant and ISU dairy specialist; Pavel Bodor,
President of Ozdany Collective; Filip Sabol, President of
Cecejovce Collective. Photo by Summy.

and no heirs existed. The state stll
owned that land, and 1t could be
sold. But no one had the money (o
buy land, even though its value
was low. And the state would not
sell the land to outsiders, feanng
investors would take over the
country.”

Thien: "The government was
also finding compensation
difficult. For example, if a farmer
in 1940 was forced to bning in a
team of horses for collective use,
and descendents are found today
when tractors are used. what
determines the amount of
restitation?”

Both men noted that laws
differed somewhat in each
republic. In one, the land was to
be returned to the oldest child, In
the other, it was to be divided
among the remaining heirs. Bul
the biggest hangup in either case
was finding and identifying family
members involved.

The Czech philosophy was not
to dhscourage the private farmer,
but make the large operations
more efficient. This made 1t
difficult for private farms to be
established. Landholdings were
(and are) very small. And since
many people are skilled in only

K
R K
Trucking
Grain &

—

one area, as previously mentioned,
the available labor force 1s
technically inefficient.

Thien: "Sometimes I felt they
tried (o raise (00 many crops.
Large operations had a number of
associates, raising 10 to 15
different crops. These included
com, rape, wheat, rye, barley,
potatoes (they're big on potatoes),
sugar beets, sunflowers, poppy
seed, medicinal herbs and plants,
licorice root, flax for feed and also
linen, and much more. One farm
raised a certain thistle which was
refined for the drug cyclosporin --
an anti-rejection drug used
following organ transplants. There
are only two sites in the world
where this is produced, one being
in the Czech Republic.

"Many little specialty crops are
also grown. One farm had its own
lab, producing medicinal elixirs of
some kind. There are bakeries,
slaughter houses, brewenes,

FIRST

all concerned

mechanization shops. small
manufacturing plants, etc. All of
these were onginally created by
the Communist regime so that
everyone would have a job, Now
they are strugghng (o survive.
And that 1s why they needed 10
leam to grow only what is

| economically feasible, and how 1o
§ market 1t.”

Summy: "Many of the Slovak
farms have computers and FAX
machines, The people are very
well educated. Our project on each
trip was o visit three farm

8 collectives and spend 5 1o 7 days

at each. We would meet the farm
management team, inspect the
premises and become better
acquainted with the personnel.
Then we would hold a workshop,
usually at the county seat, and
invite the managers from other
collectives, ag management
people, elc. to attend. We had
good attendance, and the use of an
excellent interpreter. We would
address agnnomic issues, financial
matters, budgeting, cash flow
management, decision making,
elc. We 1alked about ag land
management and production. They
raise so many crops that we had to
do our homework lo be prepared (o
answer their questions. Their
climate 1s similar to the Dakotas -
- and and with a short growing
season.”

Thien: "l was in the Czech
Republic seven times in 1993,
1994 and 1995, usually staying
two weeks. We held seminars in
various areas, spending an
approximaie two-weeks in each
location. The information we
presented was individuahized for
each site, and we tried to address
specific needs and wants for all
phases of their operation. At first,
the people were very cautious. But
gradually, we gained their respect,
and the next seminar would have a
bigger attendance. The government
made a greal effort to publicize the
seminars, which helped. At first,
we addressed the economic end,
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Gary Thien reminisces with Russ Kurth about some of his

experiences in the Czech Republic during several trips he

made to that country.

but then began including a dairy
specialist and a swine specialist in
the teams, because all the farms
have cows and pigs.

"I might add that it 1s unwise
to get into an Amenican history
contest with the Czechs! You
would lose! It's amazing what they
know about our history ... more
than many Americans, 1 would
guess, They feel we were
cnniminally cruel to the Indians, and
slavery was equally condemned.
Not that their past history is
blameless, but I doubt if we know
half as much about theirs as they
do ours! :

"Czechoslovakia was split into
the separate republics in 1991 or
1992. Most didn't agree with the
act. The Czechs were more
Austnian and German, and
Slovakians more Ukranian and
Hunganan, so they had what was
termed a ‘velvet revolution’! No
shots were fired and no one was
hurt, but the country was divided.

“When | was there, evervone
had stonies aboul Communism and
World War [I. They were very
emotonal when telling of family
tragedies and what happened with
the country. But Czechs really
want to be like Americans and
would hike their country to be like
Amernica.”

Summy: "In Slovakia, 25%
of the populaton are gypsies.
Most are nomads with their own
villages. To others, the gypsies
are considered worthless, thieving
and uresponsible. One farmer paid
100 krouns ($3.33 Amernican
dollars) for someone to guard his

potato patch so the gypsies would
not steal the potatoes

“It wasn't difficult to 1dentily
the 'die-hard Communists’. They
drove cerntain cars, and when they
would drive by you could tell the
people really resented them.

“1 found the people to be very
Inendly and wonderful hosts. The
food was excellent, with a wide
diversity. They are high on pork
and potatoes and soup. Every meal
began with soup.

"They also liked their
(alcoholic) drinks, which were
served with breakfast, lunch and
dinner. These usually were vino
(wine) pivo (beer), cognac, and
shivoviich, a home brew which
tasted a lot like Everclear! Not to
partake was a sign that you were
not being sociable, and it offended
them! But the people also hiked o
langh, and had a wonderful sense
of humor. Sometimes ous
communication was limited o
hand signals and "pictionary’, but
we understood each other for the
most part. And when we had an
interpreter, we sometimes
wondered how she/he was
translating our information, for we
got laughs where there really
should not have been any, They
meant well, however, and were a
good people, who really wanted 1o
succeed.”

Next issue -- Farm and
livestock operations, the
economy, and government policies
in the Czech and Slovak
Republics.
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Federal Bank
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Serving all of Harrison County

Ph. 712-647-3260

Woodbine, IA 51579
"Anything*
Anywhere*Anytime

Serving the area since 1888:
Capital accounts over $3,500,000

Bl T B, ——

FDIC

Woodbine (712) 647-2301
Pisgah (712) 456-2291

Persia (712) 456-2425
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Commissioner positions
to be filled

by Konda Slagle, Sec.

'he terms ol two Harrison
County Soll and Waler
Conservalion District
Commissioners will expire on
January 1, 1999, They are Linda
Lee Herman of Pisgah. Jackson
l'ownship and Everette Wohlers,
Jr. of Missouri Valley, Calhoun
lownship. Successors will be
chosen at the general election
on November 3, 19498,

Herman stated she will not
be a candidate for re-election,
Wohlers has not yet Indicaled
his intent.

Any qualified elector residing

in the conservation district,
which Is all of Harrison County,
including cities and towns, Is
eligible for the office of
commissioner. wilh one
exceplion. The exception is that
no more than one
commissioner may be a
resident of any one township.
Incumbent commissioners
are Zane McBride of Logan,
Jefferson Township, Babetta
Lucke of Persia, Washington
Township and Anita Mether of
Magnolia, Magnolia Township.
Residents ol these townships,
therefore, would not be eligible
[or oflice at this time.
Prospective candidates
seeking the oflice of soil and
waler conservation district
commissioner must file
nomination petitions in the
same manner as for other

=cLve ['-l!lHI,lI!'}H”l il lhi“ |'l‘rl""T|!.i
clection, excepl thal no political
party Is designaled. Nomination
itlons mayv be obtained from

e County Auditor or Lhi
Harrison SWCD ollice

The petitions, signed by al
least 25 eligible volers, mustl be
filed with the County Auditor at
the Harrison County
Courthouse no later than 5:00
p.m. on August 26, 1998,

Individuals elected in
MNovember, 1998, will serve a
term of four years, beginning
January 1, 1999, Soll and water
conservalion district
commissioners serve without
salary. They guide the overall
soll and water conservation
program In the county.
Commissioners are reimbursed
for their meeting expenses.

For further information
pertaining to the
responsibilities of a
commissioner, those interested
may conlact the SWCD office al
715 North Second Avenue,
Logan, lowa 51546, or call
(712)644-2210

Il you can’'t be thankful for

what you receive, at least be
thankful for what you escape!

It Is better Lo remain silent

and be thought a fool than to
speak and remove all doubt!

JOHN DEERE FULL-LINE OF TRACTORS
FROM TO 40 TO 425 HP

SEE 1S
YOUR POWER NEEDS

Warner Implement
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ft to right: Danlelle Johnson, Sarah Faylor, Ryan Foutch and

Matt Barney. Second row: Troy Donelson, Hannah Tripp, Stephanie Swanger, Ashley
Auen, Brooke Knauss, Lexie Alvis, Kendra Miller, Michael Norton and Matt Siefert. Back:
Sara Neil, Mrs. Hanigan, Anna Frisk, Eric Nledermyer, Richard Scott (hidden), Molly
Blackwell, Tyler Swift, Phillp Craig, Derrek Melby, John Espenmiller (kneeling), Austin

Helm and Chris Dickinson.

"Trees for Kids'" enhances environment

by Lou Waite

For the past six years, Sheila
Hanigan's fourth grade classes
at Logan-Magnolia Elementary
school have been planting trees
on the school grounds. Some
few years ago, new school
bulldings were constructed
because the old site had
become Inadequate and
obsolete. However,the spacious
grounds surrounding the new
buildings not only needed
landscaping, but were bare of
trees, shrubs, flowers, elc.

That has been remedied. and
much of it involved student
participation. Now existing on
the grounds is a plot of native
grasses and wildflowers. A

wetland project site has been
established. And, of course, the
trees planted by Shella’s
students and other students are
enhancing the scene.

The program which Sheila
coordinates is called "Trees for
Kids". and Is co-sponsored by
Mid America Energy, People’s
Natural Gas. lowa Nurseries
and Landscape Assoc., lowa
State University Extension
Service, lowa Bankers Assoc.,
Jowa Education Council, lowa
Department of Natural
Resources, Trees Forever and
lowa Wood Industry
Assoclation.

As in the past, funds for
purchase of the trees planted
this vear were provided by the

Specializing in

Swain Realty
428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741

Woodbine, 712-647-2702 or
1-800-369-2703
ey’ Missouri Valley, 712-642-4117 or
1-800-999-0568

GOOD DEALS...AND A GOOD DEAL MORE

LeRoy Burbridge, Broker 647-2183
Arnold Heistand, Associate Broker 647-2414
Debbie Harris 647-2230; Randy Pryor, 647-2712
Jerry Baldwin, 643-5130; Jerome Lowrey 402-393-7426
Jim Rock 547-2996; Patlty Kelley 647-2544

First National Bank of Logan, a
member of the lowa Banker's
Association.

Sheila sought the assistance
of John Espenmiller, who for
the past four years has selected
the tree varieties, consulted
with Superinlendent Ed Gambs
about placement. and assisted
the students with the planting.

John noted that two or three
trees have been planted each
spring. This year, three
flowering plum trees were
placed by enthuslastic students
under John's supervision.

"It's great to get kids involved
with planting trees at a young
age." John said. "If just one or
two kids in the group will
remember the experience and
carry out tree planting in their
adult lives, it's all worthwhile.”

John recalled helping plant
trees when he was a Cub Scoul.
and remembers the feeling of
satisfaction he gained from the
experience. “In later years |
would see the tree and how
much it had , and think. "]
helped plant that tree!' ”

Sheila commented that the
purpose of Trees for Kids is to
educate students about the
value of trees, and to encourage
the planting of landscape--
sized trees on school grounds or
in other public areas. =

“The students learn proper
planting procedures while
helping with the planting”,
Shella said. "Many of thém later
have been heard to say, ' Oh
look, I planted that tree. Look
how it's grown!' They take a
personal Interest thal way. and
it helps them understand the
importance of trees to our
environment. It's a great
program, and | am happy to see
it being carried out in this area!”

One of the most difficult
mountains to climb is the one
made out of a molehill.

There must be something to
reincarnation. the way people
come back to life at quitling
time!
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Left to right, Babetta Lucke, John Sullivan (accepting
for brother Jim), and Brian Book.
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Poster contest

for the Harrison SWCD,
presented each of the winners
with ribbons and cash awards.

Jim Sullivan was not present
for the award ceremony, so it
was accepted by his twin
brother, John.

by Konda Slagle
Secretary

In May, Woodbine, Missouri
Valley and West Harrison
schools participated In the
annual conservation poster

Brain Teaser

Hidden in the following are
eight rather shopworn
expressions. Can you uncover
them? For example: "An
eruption in a cook pot" would
be:"A flash in the pan". Get the
idea? Find the answers on

page _I5.

1. The studded structures
that are responsible for
supporting a construction,
and bearing the weight ol its
outside top covering have the
reputation ol sporting pinnae

2. There Is a far greater
value to being securely
shielded from peril, danger,
injury or damage than there
IS to behaving carelessly and
ending up in a state of doleful,
repentant perturbation.

3. It Is suggested that our as
yet immature descendants
can occupy the space within
our line of sight but they must
not ever engage or activate our
auditory senses.

4. The total and complete
absence of data-revealing
tidings regarding events or
personalities can provide a
workable hypothesis that the
aforementioned situation or
clrcumstance is auspiciously

| dispositioned.

5. The location of the
property or quality that

distinguishes organisms from
inorganic materials is also
the site of the feeling that
what is wanted will definitely
occur,

6. Partaking of a food
product that is taken from a
tree of the rose family
sometime during each and
every time period delineated
by a sunrise and a sunset
definitely deters an advocate
of the Hippocratic oath.

Notice!
Eager Beaver Engineering Association
of America (EBEAA)

Tallest Beaver Dam
Competition

All landowners of Harrlson, East and West
Pottawaltamie and Shelby Counties are eligible to enter
the contest for the tallest beaver dam discovered in their
area.

Plugged culverts and intakes do not qualify. The dam
must be a beaver-designed and buill structure, meeting
specifications of the Eager Beaver Engineering
Association of America field manual

Entries are due by August 15, and may be submitted to
NRCS offices in the county wherein the dam Is localed

When making entry, please provide owner name. (ract
number and a detailed description of location. Marking
the site on an aerial map (available at the NRCS oflices)
would be very helpful

The dam will then be inspecled by cerliflied Eager
Beaver personnel, who will establish the height by laking
a transit shot at the highest point of the dam and the
downstream toe

Winners will receive an official centificate, and Lhe
satisfaction of knowing they have the busiesl beavers in
the three counties involved.

Results will be listed in the next issue of the Quad
District Conservation Newsletter.

—

competition. The contest is
sponsored by the Harrison
County Soll and Water
Conservation District (SWCD).

Jim Sullivan was first place
winner and Brian Book received
second place. Both attend
Woodbine Community Schools.
Third place went to Corey Clark
irom West Harrison Schools.

Sullivan's first place poster
has been forwarded to regional
competition.

Babetta Lucke, Chalrperson
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mind consider to be 8. All beneficial and
particularly delicate, refined, propitious concepts and
elegant or artistic In occurences will ultimately
appearance is limited in its bestow themselves upon the
extent by the thickness of the individuals who merely non-
outer covering of the assertively remain in a state
perceived person or object. of immobile readiness.
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cenrtainly. . it has for years and years.

some Sioux bins have been in service for almost 40
years. Sioux bins are designed and builtl to last. . .and
last, . .and last.

And, not only do Sioux bins stand up for years, but they
protect your grain too. Put your grain in a Sioux bin. It's like
putting it sn a bank vault. When it's well manageqg, it's pro-
tectedg and it'e safe

Look at every part of a Sioux bin. From the heavy, 10
gauge door frame to the rolled roaof edge, every part of

& every Sioux bin is built for
lasting strength and absolute
T _ = grain protection.

) Take a look, and you'll see.
Sioux bins are built to protect
your grain for years...and
' “ years. . .and years,

| 6.9 % simple interest,
\ subject to change weekly

e

Woodbine Farm Supply
921 Walker Street
Woodbine, IA 51579




Page 14

Ph. 712-328-2489

West Pottawattamie SWCD

305 McKenzie Ave., Suite 1, Council Bluffs, IA 51503-1017

*

T S S— SRR

FAX 712-322-2987

Clifford Johnson' s long career encompassed many changes

Lyle Peterson and Cliff Johnson reminisce about the days when a "Cherokee Scout"
contour level, which they are examining, was the latest in conservation tools, but is
now considered an antique artifact. Manufactured by Carlson and Craft at Cherokee,
Iowa, the contour level was advertised to "pay for itself in a few hours." According to
Peterson, it was a great innovation of its time.

by Tom Bottoms
and Lou Waite

The September, 1954 1ssue of
the Towa Soil and Waler state
publication stated in the editor's
preface:

“For the first ume in the history
of lowa Soil Conservation
Districts, Commissioners will hold
their Annual Convention in
Council Bluffs. lowa.” (Note: 1t
was the eighth annual session. )
"Our September issuc will feature
the West Pottawattamie Soil
Conservation District
Commissioners and the
conservalion program they have
directed and camed out the past
eleven years of this organization.”

One of those attending that
session was Clifford Johnson, who
was al that ime County Extension
Director, and also secretary of the
West Potlawatiamic Soil
Conservation Distnct board of
commissioners. (It was many years
later before it became the Soil and
Water Conservation Distnct).

In his report, which was included
in the issuc, Johnson said: "The
West Pottawattamie Soils
Commissioners lake an active part
in the development of the County
Exiension Service educational
program and we as Exiension
Agents 1n the county work closely
with the soils district in conducting
the educational phases of the
conservation programs. Many
special projects are sponsored
jointly by the distnict and our
office.”

Johnson said he derived great
satisfaction from his association
with and service to the distnct
throughout the years from 1942,
when he came to Council Bluffs.
until his retirement in 1976,

A native of Elk Hom, lowa. he
grew up on a farm and attended the
local country school and high
school. In 1932, he graduated from

whal was then lowa State College
with a degree in Animal

Husbandry, and a Vocational Ag
teaching degree.

For two years following
graduation, he worked as a
hivestock buyer for Commuission
firms at the Omaha Stock Yards,
and sold cows and bulls to packers.
"Duning the drought years of 1933
and 1934." Chif recalled,”
producers were having 1o scll their
cattle because they had no feed or
walter for them. They couldn't afford
to buy what httle feed was
available. Cattle prices were very
low, with cows selling at $1.25 per
hundred-weight and top beef steers
at $4.00 cwl. Those were very hard
umes.”

Chiff also worked on the family
farm. and remembers he and his

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION

Terracing
Conservation Work
Tree Cleaning

Bulldozing * Terracing * Building Site
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Work * Hauling Rock, Sand, Dirt &
Asphalt

112-485-2431

Neola, IA

mother picking corn by hand,
tossing il into wagons pulled by a
team of horses. "My father was a
candidate for Shelby County
Supervisor at the time," CLfT said,
"s0 it was my mother and I who
gol the crop out.”

CHLiff also reminisced about
driving a team of horses hitched 1o
a cultivator, “We had 1o cross check
the fields (culuvating across north
to south, e, then coming back east
to west), and it was very difficult 10
keep going straight. Farmers took
pride in having absolutely straight
rows back then. But there was
concem about how much soil was
being lost, and conservation was
being talked about.”

Cliff accepted a posinon with a
firm in Clannda as a 4-H Club
Agent, and also served pan ume as

32527 270th St.
Neola, lowa 51559
712-485-2493, Home
712-566-2475, Shop

Dams
Dirt Work
Site Grading

an AAA farm program advisor.
"My job with AAA was 1o
convince farmers they needed to cut
down on their crop production,”
CIff sd with a chuckle, "and they
chdn't take that too well . . . they
weren't interested. It was a tough
sell.”

From 1937 until 1942, Cliff
served as Ringgold County
Extension Agent, then came to
Council Bluffs as County
Extension Director, The rest, as
one might say, 15 history.

"When I first came to this
county,” Chiff said, "contour
[arming was already being
promoted, but hadn't been totally
accepted. I used to go with Wall
Weiss, Area Conservationist and
served as advisor while he explained
about contour farming and other
conservation measures. Walt was a
tremendous person, and deserves a
lot of credit for the progress of
conservation at that time, He and I
would demonstrate contouring (o
farmers, even plowing back-
furrows, etc., to show how it
should be done. This was before the
conservation district was organized,
you understand.

"Some landowners were
concerned about conservation, but
we made a greal effort 1o reach all
that we could and give them the
information. There were mostly dirt
roads in the county, so with mud,
bridges washed oul. efc., it wasa
real struggle. In 1943, the Missouni
River flooded 10,000 acres in three
townships in the county. The land
never got planted that year. 1 think
this had more than anything to do
with increased interest in
conservation, for in 1944, the
conservation district was
organized.”

ClLiff served as secretary for the
district board of commssioners (or
35 years, and participated in many
projects which were joint efforts

3218

712-328-2389

800-373-0036

Beauty is created by God . . .
but its stewardship
is vested in man

BUNGE
CORPORATION

Council Bluffs, IR 51502

between SCS and his office. One of
these was the 100-acre expenmental
fruit farm, sponsored by SCS, the
Council Bluffs Chamber of
Commerce, County Farm Bureau
amd lowa State College (now ISU).
“The fruit farm was located where
Cow Patties is now,"” Cliff said,
"just off Highway 191. In 1941, a
late frost killed all the orchards in
the area. The fruit farm
experimented with ways to produce
hardier, improved stock. Fruit
producers would come 10
demonstrations there, and |
remember dwarf apple trees were
becoming popular at that time.
Other hybrid fruits were also being
introduced. The fruit farm was a
benefit to all of southwest lowa.
Too bad it isn't there any more.”

Cliff said tha( Richard Bullard,
DC in Council Bluffs duning that
decade, was a "tremendous asset” 1o
the district. "He worked so well
with the people,” Chff muses, "and
had a good philosophy about his
work and life in general.”

In those early years, according 1o
Cliff, most terraces were built
using a disc-plow. Farmers who
owned one would build terraces for
other farmers. These were "regular”
terraces, not the level constructions
of today, Then came the
"Whirlwind Terracer”, and finally
the more efficient big "cats”.

"It took time for people to accept
each of these changes”, Cliff said.
"In the beginning, farmers felt they
were sacrificing crop land to build
terraces, but in ume, they came 1o
see the benefit of it. You know
farmers can be stubborn. They have
to be shown before they believe.
Our aim was to do a convincing
job of 'showng™.

CIliff noted that he was one of
those instrumental for bringing the

Clifford Johnson
Continued on Page 15

Second Avenue
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Peterson has seen many "peaks and valleys" during his 40-year career

"1 have no real bricks to
throw. I feel that NRCS has
been good to me!"

by Lou Waite

Lyle Peterson was bom and

grew to adulthood 1n Stanton, lowa. 3

He attended lowa State College (as
it was then) and received a degree in
Animal Husbandry.

He was introduced o
conservation early in life by his
father, and when older, helped his
father build terraces on the family
farm. "I grew up with
conservation”, Lyle said fervently,
"and knew no other way of life."

His knowledge was furthered
during his college years when he
spent summers working at the
“Erosion Farm"”, an experimental
station between Clarinda and
Shenandoah. It was at this farm that
DrBrowning and associates devised
the umiversal soil loss equation,
which is still used today. Lyle's
duties ai the site increased his
interests in conservation, as well as
giving him some worthwhile hands-
on expenence.

It was only natural then that
following graduation, he
interviewed for a position with the
Soil Conservation Service.

"The interview was held in Des
Moines,” Lyle said, "and at the end
of it, they told me they weren't
hiring just then because they had no
money. | couldn't understand why
they would conduct an interview
when they had no intention of
hiring. But I went home, and took
another job. That was in 1958,
Then at the end of May of that year,
I received notice that if I was still
interested in the job with SCS, [
should report to Centerville. The
starting salary was $4900 annually -
- a good wage for that time.”
Thinking back, Lyle reflected, "1
had looked at jobs with other
companies, and had some good
opportunities. But actually, I had
never felt I wanted (o advocate what
they stood for. When this job was
offered, however, | realized this
(conservation/stewardship) was a
product for everyone -- beneficial for
anyone who would accept what |
was promoting. That was my
conviction then, and it is my
conviction now. On June 30, [
reported to Centerville, and [ have
never looked back!"”

In May, 1962 Lyle assumed the
position of District Conservationist
in Northwood. It was there he met
his future wife, Jermane (Jerri) and
family, and in 1963 they were
married.

In 1966, Walt Weiss offered
Lyle a promotion and the job of

712-485-2094

After June 30, Lyle Peterson will no longer sit at this desk
and reflect about a phone call , such as the one he had just
recelved from a cooperator when this photo was taken.
His 40-years of serving In official capacity will be ended.

District Conservationist in Logan,
which he accepted. He remained at
Logan unul 1981, then became
Area Resource Conservationist,
based at the Area office in Council
Bluffs. In 1989, he transferred to the
Council Bluffs ficld office as DC,
serving in that capacity until the
present.

Lyle's "official” retirement date
will be June 30, 1998 — forty years
to the day since he began his career
with SCS/NRCS.

When asked to comment about
some of the changes he has
witnessed, Lyle said: "We've seen
‘peaks and valleys' personnel-wise
for years. I feel this is going 1o
happen again. We are going to have
to bend a little so we can
accomplish our overall objective,
which is conservation. Somewhere
along the line, 1 feel some of our
people have lost the realization of
the value of one-on-one contacls
with those we serve. This has led to
declining 'sales’ of our 'product’, so
to speak, which is and always has
been conservation.”

After contemplating for a
moment, Lyle added, "1 have no real
bricks to throw, I feel that NRCS
has been good to me, and I have
met many great and good
conservanonists, both in the service
and as practitioners on the land. 1
am leaving with a sense of pride in
what we have done, and faith in
those who will carry on.”

Lyle and Jem enjoy travel, and
plan to do more of that. Lyle is a
sports enthusiast and especially

ANSdemora
Comstrmeitiom
| Conservation work of all
kinds!
Walt & Gary

712-488- 3843

26966 Major Ave.,
Neola, IA 51559-6046
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enjoys the sports in which his
grandchildren (four grandsons) or
Inend’s children participate.

Their chaldren are Rhonda
Mechaelsen of Kamrar; Bnan Field
of Atlanta, GA and Kimberley
Hinkel of Logan, all with their
respective families.

Lyle said he will probably keep
busy with volunteer work, and both
he and Jern will continue being
active in Our Saviors' Lutheran
Church affairs. Lyle is a member of
Trees Forever, and the Agnicultural
Committee of the Council Bluffs
Chamber of Commerce. Jermn i1s a
fifteen-year displayer for Home
Intenors and Gifts.

Comment; [ want to thank
Lyle Peterson for first giving me
the opportunity to write about and
photograph conservation projects.
That was over twenty years ago,
when I was with the Woodbine
Twiner newspaper. [ knew very
little about the whys and wherefores
of conservation at that ume. Lyle
and other staff members at what was

then the Soil Conservation Service
district office had to "educate” me so
I could help educate the public

I grew up on a hill farm, bul as
a chuld always took the ever-
decpening gulleys and creek waler
brown with washed-away soil for
granted. I well remember the
drought years, however, and the red
soil which blew in all the way from
Oklahoma, As an adult, 1 knew
“something” was being done o
prevent these things, but very few
particulars about what thai
something was. Now [ do.

Thanks to Lyle with whom 1t
began, 1 have become an avid
proponent of conservation. | believe
in what | wnite, and | write what |
believe, By example he also taught
me that, whether or not he realizes
il.

If 1 know Lyle, he'll sull be
nvolved with some phase of what
he spent lorty years promoting. Il
miss him, but | centainly wish him
the best of the rest of his years
God speed and God bless.

Lou Waite

Clifford Johnson

Continued from Page 14

first brome grass to the county.
(His account of this appeared in a
letter to the editor in the summer.
1997, 1ssue of the Newsletter). And
through the years, he observed
mare benefils of soil conservation
such as increased production per
acre, better qualjty products, etc. He
said that it was customary in the
forties rake the stalks left in the
fields into windrows and burn them
each fall. “The equipment they had
was not capable of getting nd of
them otherwise,” Chiff commented.
"They created potash doing this,
but never realized how much
organic matter they destroyed. The
greatest revolution in my time has
been from that (burning stalks) to
no-ull and good residue
management, Of course, years ago
we hauled manure out onio the
fields for fertilizer, and didn't use
chemicals. That has been another
big change. But for every change
brought about, we had to actually
demonstrate the process to prove il
Nowadays you can convince by just
talking, or showing it (whatever is
being promoted) on the Internet.

Those first commissioners and
SCS office staff deserve a lot of
credit, for they had 1o convince
farmers to change a way of life that
had gone on lor generations!

"The quality of these people has
always been outstanding in
Pouwattamic County. From the
beginning to the present day, they
have always been concerned about
not only their own interests, but

the good of the entire commumty,
This 1s the reason the county has
been a leader in conservation and
all-around progress.”

Chif also said he had appreciated
the "great cooperation” between
SCS/NRCS personnel and his own
office when with the Extension
Service.

Since retirement, CLiff has "kept
busy” canng for his 15-acre
homestead. He has lots of flowers,
and mowing the lawn is a constant
chore. He once had a large
vegetable garden. but no longer
indulges n that acuvity. "I like 1o
travel when | can,” he said with a
grin, “and not have 1o worry that
the tomatoes necd 10 be picked.”

Another reason might be that 8
ot his 10 granddaughters are dance
instructors. They have studios in
Council Bluffs, Harlan, Vinton and
Clarinda, with 1400 students
enrolled. Chff serves as Master of
Ceremonies for all the dance
recitals, which leaves him hittle
lime for hocing weeds out of the
turnips!

Chiff's late wile Genevieve was a
dance nstructor, and they owned J
& J Dance Studio in Council
Bluffs, later operated by a daughter
and granddaughter. The Johnson
siblings are James of Council
Blulfs, Joyce Talty of Council
Bluffs and Janice Tiarks of Harlan.
There are 15 grandchildren and 16
great-grandchildren.
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Foundation board an eclectic but effective group

Board member Cliff Rahel is dedicated to the cause

by Lou Waite

Readers of the Newsletter
may have noted mention of the
Pottawattamie Conservation
Foundation In a recent [ssue.
We know some have, for they
have inquired of us "What Is it,
and what exactly does it do?" All
we had was the Information
galned In the Interview which
resulted in the article In
question. So, as any good news
media representative should do,
we sel oul to find the answers.
This is a part of what we
learned

The Misstion Statement of the
Foundation is: To encourage
conservation of natural
resources through public
education and provide funding
for acquisition and preservation
of land for habitat and public
enjoymentl.

Organized in January 1993,
the foundation Is a non-profit
corporation. Its purpose Is to
provide linancial support for
programs administered by the
Pottawallamie County
Conservation Board and any
affiliated organizations or
agencies. Since a government
entity Is not eligible for most
grants from other non-profit
organizations (and the
foundation is) it fulfills a vital
need.

Its long-range goals are
declared to be, "Acquire land for
habitat preservation and public
use, support environmental
education activities wilthin the

county, expand upen the
membership base and utilize

partnerships to attain our
goals”,

The foundation is led by a
volunteer board of directors.
These include Brad Asay,
President: Richard Gibson, Vice
President: Cindy Thompson,
Sec. /Treas; Ed Foss; Scott Doll.
Ron Tekippe, John Myers, W.
Curtis Hewitt; Kelly Summy;
Lynn Ford; Mark Shoemaker, all
of Council Bluffs; Gene Olsen,
Hancock; Greg Mathis, Oakland,;
Clff Rahel, Honey Creck.
Among these are an educator,
two ex-law enforcement oflicers;
a journalist, business owners,
insurance agents, farm
managers, a lawyer,
conservationists, farmers and
other professionals.

Their blos are impressive,
indicating that all of them have
been leaders and achlevers In
one capacity or another. A
number of them are members of
Pheasants Forever, Ducks
Unlimited, Fish and Game
groups, The Wild Turkey
Federation, Conservation
Clubs, etc. There Is also a ten-
member "Advisory Board", all of
them prolessionals In various
fields.

All in all, it Is an “eclectic”
group, or as one might say using
the vernacular, "a mixed bag!”
But it must be an effective mix.
for what they have
accomplished thus far Is also
impressive.

Conversation with
foundation member CIIT Rahel
revealed that he Is an avid
promoter of conservation, as
well as critters and creatures of
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field and forest. "1 love all
wildlife", he declared
emphatically.

Rahel Is currently president
of Rahel Corporation in Omaha,
and has served as president of
several other companies in the
past. (We nole that one of these
was Lehar Valley Farms -- a
reverse spelling of his name). He
is a former director for
Nebraska Investment Banking
Assoclation, Printing Industries
of the Midlands and Spencer
Packing Company. He currently
serves as director of Omaha
botanical Gardens. He Is an
active member of the Downtown
Rotary Club and former
commissioner for Boy Scouts of
America. He works closely with
the Hitchcock Nature Center
and is involved in many of their
projects.

He describes his 350 acres of
land near Honey Creek as a
“natural wildlife habitat”,
although 110 to 120 acres each
year are farmed by tenant
Randy WilL

For the last three years, CUIT
has attempted to raise
Canadlan geese on his farm. He

noted that geese mate for life,
and he usually has five or six
maled pairs returning each
year. As a rule there are two
nesting pairs, and from the five
or so eggs In the nest the
average hatch is 3. "When the
goslings get older, though, some
disappear,” CIfI said, with
obvious disappointment.
"Something does away with
them, and 1 have thought it
might be the big catfish in the
lake.l am certain that some of
them fall prey lo snapping
turtles.”

The 17-acre lake has four
nests positioned at intervals,
placed atop posis drilled into
the lake bottom. The nests are
three feet above the water level,
and according to CUff, “really
altract the geese.” He sald that
the female sits on the nest. but
her mate will take her place
when she needs to feed, or have
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some respite. "They are very
faithful," he affirmed.

Faithful foundation members
such as Rahel have helped raise
almost $210,000, via grants and
contributions through the
ensulng years. They continue lo
seek funding, and more monies
are promised for future projects.
The funds have basically been
used for improvement,
maintenance, restoration, ete.,
of and In seven recreation or
habitat areas/parks in
Pottawattamie County.

Quoting just one example,
improvement to the Hitchcock
Nature Area between Crescent
and Honey Creek included: a
1600-foot equal access trall to
allow those using wheelchairs
or baby strollers access to a
portion of the park; lodge
renovation Including a new air
conditioning system and new
energy ellicient windows,
allowing use of the lodge
throughout the year; asphalting
of the gravel road In the park;
seal-coating the road from
Highway 183 lo the park
entrance.

The most recent foundation
accomplishment was a
partnership formed with Harold
and Ronald Young, Pheasants
Forever and Quail Unlimited. A
public hunting preserve will be

established east of Carson In
Pottawattamie County as a

Heavy equipment repair
Both shop and field
| s&wvﬂge
Equipment & Parts sales
New & used Utility
Trailers

Underwood,

(712)

JA

S66-23417

result. This is but one of the
ongoling projects which will
enhance and Improve
recreational facllities In the
area.

In their most recent report,
future goals for the
Pottawattamie Conservation
Foundation included the
following:

*increase of public access to
high quality outdoor recreation
activities, including public
hunting areas

*increase of public
understanding and
appreciation of plant, animal,
geologic, historic, archeological
and scenic resources

*preserve and prolect rare,
unique and representative plant
and animal species as well as
the geologic, historic,
archeological and scenic
resources

*provide refuge and manage
habitat for a wide variety of
wildlife species found in the
Loess Hills and other parts of
the county.

Other goals had to do with
continued improvement of park
and recreation areas and
support of established
partnership projects.

But their main goal Is and
nas been to "make a difference”.
There can be no doubt that they
have, and will continue to do so.
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Leanne Durick

Scholarship winner

The Conservation Distncts of
lowa and its Auxiliary are co-
sponsoring the 1998 Scholarship
Awards, The scholarship is imited
to those who will be pursuing an
. agnculturally-related field or any
of the natural resources fields of
study. Each district in the state can
submit one scholarship
application to their regional
director, who then selects one

| application to be forwarded 1o the
CDI Auxiliary president who ;
makes the final decision. The
scholarships awarded at the state
level are in the amounts of $800,
$400 and $200.

The West Pottawattamie
District Commissioners selected
applicant Leanne Durick to
represent the district. The basis of
the award included (1) need, 25
points (2) leadership, 30 pts. (3)
scholastic achievement, 25 pts.
The leadership category includes
character, service, and self-
maotivation.

Leanne attended Underwood
High School and was involved in
numerous school activities. She
was FFA treasurer, inducted into
the National Honor Society and
was a member of the Spanish and
Library Clubs. She was captain of
volleyball and basketball teams,
and participated in cross country.
In addition 1o school activities,
Leanne was an active member of
4-H and held numerous offices. In
hier [ree time, she enjoys showing

Mosquito

Valley
PHI.
.W%Ag Supply

iSEFWlEES Illc g

Jack Stamp
Sales rep for

livestock at Westfair and
AkSarBen, freestyle wrestling and
USA volleyball.

In the fall, Leanne plans to
attend lowa State Umiversity,
where she will major in Ag
Business.

"1 think a combination of
living on a farm and being around
agriculture constantly made me
interested in pursuing this carcer,”
she said. "I've been wanting 1o
make this my career ever since my
freshman year when [ got involved
with FFA",

Leanne works with livestock
and machinery on her family farm.
She is the daughter of Tim and
Linda Durick of rural Council
Bluffs.

Linda was presented an attache
case and a plaque by the
commussioners al their monthly
meeting in April. The
commissioners also wished her the
best in her future plans.

Two commissioners
to be elected

The terms of two West
Pottawattamie Soil and Water
Conservation District
Commissioners will expire at
noon on January 2, 1999, They
are Mark Schnepel of Carson,
Silver Creek Township; and Dan
McGinn of Council Blulls, Garner

NEOLA,

MIKE WELLMAN
WALTER WELLMAN
BOX 39
IA 51559

Ph. 712-328-2489

Beat the summer blues
with Backyard

Conservation

Looking for a project which
will keep the children busy, which
doesn't cost much, helps the
environment and is as close as
your own backyard?

Try Backyard Conservation!

This project seeks the common
ground of conservaton for people
everywhere, whether your backyard
15 a 500-acre farm or a flower box
on your apartment balcony. You
don't have to do a lot, or spend a
lot, to make your yard a more
mviting place for beneficial birds
and other wildlife,

A free, 28-page, color Backyard
Conservation booklet from the
Natural Resources Conservation
Service, National Association of
Conservation Districts and
Wildlife Habitat Council will
show you and your family how to
make you backyard a friendlier
place for nature. Stop at the West
Pottawattamie SWCD office at
305 McKenzie Avenue or call 1-
R800-LANDCARE for a free copy.

Also, if you would like 10

Township.

Successors will be clected at the
general election on November 3,
1998.

Any qualified elector residing in
the soil and water conservation
district, which 1s all of West
Pottawattamie County, including
cities and towns, 1s eligible for the
office of commissioner.
Exceptions are that no more than
one commissioner may be a
resident of any one township.

Incumbent commissioners are
Randy Williams of Crescent,
Crescent Township; J. Mike Dea
of Minden, Minden Township and
Robert F, Young of Council
Bluffs, East Lewis Township.
Residents of these townships,
therefore, are inehigible for office
at this time.

Prospective candidates seeking
the office must file nomination

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION

COMPANY
EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS

PHONE
485-2416

purchase a Backyard Conservation
Starter Kit which includes the
booklet, 10 np sheets on practices
and a fun pack for the family, call
the office at 712-328-2489. You
can also visit the Backyard
Conservation website at
wWww.nres.asda. gov

Chaldren and parents alike will
learn how to use smaller-scale
conservation practices which have
been used on Amernican farms for
decades. These include terracing,
tree planting, composting,

- ,wlﬁm'.iwaaﬂamgnn1tﬂiﬁ%w-
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mulching, wildlife habitar,
weltlands, ponds. water
conservation, nutnent
management and pest
managemcni

By wsing these practices, you
and your famuly can provide
important wildiite habitat while
saving our previous natural
resources. It is a great way (0
teach today's youth to "think
globally, but act locally” in their
own backyard.

Cost share for summer terraces

West Pottawattamie local
option sales tax funds can be used
for summer construction for
terraces. This money will be used
to guaraniee cost-share for those
arranging (o have land available
for summer construction.

The time frame for summer
construction 15 between June 1 and
Seplember 15. These are the dates
in which contractors have to begin
carthwork.

Individuals interested are
requested to sign an application at

the NRCS/SWCD office. The
deadline for signing is July 15.
For further information, call 712-

 328-2489.

The West Pottawattamie Soil
and Walter conservation District
commuissioners stated they hope
the guarantee of cost-share allotied
for summer construction will help
producers decide to set land aside
in oats or other short-term crops.
This will provide a place for
contractors to work during the
summer months.

petition(s) in the same manner as
for other elective positions at the
general election, except that no
political party is designated.
Nomination petition(s) and
Affidavit of Candidate forms may
be obtained from the County
Auditor or the West Pottawattamie
SWCD office.

The petition(s) signed by 25
eligible electors and affidavit must
be filed with the County Auditor
at the Pottawattamie County
Courthouse 1in Council Bluffs no
later than August 26, 1998

Individuals elected in November
1998 will serve a term of four
years, beginning January 2, 1999,
Soil and water conservation
district commissioners serve
without salary and gude the
overall soil and water conservation
program in the county. For further
mformation pertaiming 1o the
responsibilities of a
commissioner, contact Tracy
Bruun at West Pottawattamie
SWCD, 305 McKenzie Avenue,
Suite 1, Council Bluffs, 1A
51503-1017,712-328-2489.

Foxley Grain Company

Grain ** Feed ** Fertilizer

Boeck Construction

Pioneer products

| Persia Office: Frz SR T e

| rank Boeck m:ﬂuf o
712-488-2014 (712) 654-5682

| Or 800-654-1134 Woodbine, IA

Shelby Office:
712-544-2020
Box 74

.1 & PIONEER Manilla, lowa 51454

g ) o] |
|
R e e e e e e |

PH. (712) 647-2511
FAX (712) 647-3020
1-800-950-0163

Terracing - Tiling - Excavating




Page 18 [ ast remnants of native prairie in old cemeteries

by Lou Walte

A little known or little
considered [act is that many of
el the small, Isolated country
7 e cemeleries contain some of the
: *T last remnants of natlve prairie.
According to Darby
Sanders, Shelby County

~ LS By

Conservation Board Direclor, - VTHE gy
: gy - the original sod in these rﬁ?ﬁ’ﬂ#
S T cemelteries has never been Syl

disturbed. It Is the same as
when the Indlans roamed the
plains, and buffalo herds
grazed on Indlan grass, little
bluestem, big bluestem, cord
grass (wild hay) and other
native species.

Many ol the cemeteries were
established back when towns
were [ar apart or there were no
towns nearby. Settlers
therefore selected their own
sites for interment of the
deceased. Not all the plots are
filled with stones or markers,
for in almoslt every case more
land was set aside than was
ever used. The nalive grasses
and wildflowers therefore had
space lo grow and thrive ----
and try to survive.

Several years ago, Darby
and his peers decided to
identify some of these
cemeteries, and attempt o
protect the rare species
contained therein.

"We contacted the township
boards who oversee the
cemeleries,” he said, "and
sought their permission and
cooperalion. They were more
than happy lo agree. So far in
Shelby County we are working
with three: Grove Township,
Washington Township and
Cass Township cemeteries,
and have others in mind for the
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Signs such as these are placed in each of the cemeteries
involved in the restoration project

future,” Native pralrie grasses and wildflowers flourish in this

Darby noted that controlled section of the Cass County Cemetery.
bumning was done In the spring .
to help kill the brome grass F

and encourage other species to
be more competitive. Attractive
wooden signs were erected,
denoting the site as a Native
Prairie Restoration Project and

FARM BUREAU
A comets imventory s ket | THE VOICE.OF AGRICULTURE

on each. and all activities
and /or progress noted. |
“We have had good luck with
the project thus far,” Darby
affirmed, "and many visilors
enjoy the results. We have had
4-H tours, lowa Weslemn
Community College and
University of Nebraska at

P

Cass Township Cemetery near Portsmouth
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many other groups and

g A

individuals.”
b D In the fall, seed [rom some

along county roadsides. This

helps establish a local

ecological system, which

It is only reaﬁmLablf that P ti : t —— o i

any species which has survived Promo:! ing gricuiture, rovicling

ENJOY EXTENDED EVENING AND WEEKEND since time began deserves the

<4 of the rare species is harvested
3ODLAND. @
ey Quper Markets e, e
promoles Lhe besl growlh
HOURS FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE | | ghance i coninuetodeso, | Leadership Opportunities, Lobbying

and a portion of it planted
WHERE THE WISE ECONOMIZE characteristics.
Both Mother Nature and Father

Time would surely agree. to Protect Rural Interssts
MISSOURI VALLEY, IA i
8:00 A.M. TO 9:00 P.M., MONDAY THRU SATURDAY Answers to ? Harrison County Farm Bureau
8:00 A.M. TO 7:00 P.M. SUNDAY brain teaser ] 115 N. Third Ave., Logan, 1A 51546, (712) 644-2701
PH. 642-3148 * DELI 642-4487 TRl e Bast Pottawattamis Farm Bursau
The Is
WOODBINE, IA 2. Its better to be safe than sorry. P.O. Box 390, Oakland, IA 51560, (712) 482-3496
: 3. Children should be seen and not _ .
7:30 A.M. TO 8:00 P.M., MONDAY THRU SATURDAY T} West Pottawattamie Farm Bureau
7:30 A.M. TO 7 P.M. SUNDAY 4. No news is good news. 110 East Broadway, Co. Bluffs, IA 51503,
PH 6“7_2240 5. Where there's hfe, there's hope (712) 322-0251
i 6:An j‘ﬂf § Sy anpe e Socths Shelby County Farmm Bureau
SETa R FuE MIRE £ (R () [T ) A 1157 7 ﬂcﬁmy '|f, only skin dtep 1208 Indu&u’ial Pk\ﬂ'.. Hﬂr]a.n. IA 51537
WhhicRE ThiE WISt EGUNTIMILE 8. Good things come to those who (712) 755-5145
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Goodbye and good luck!

bd Luck @

il

1

Lois Crawford of West Pottawattamie NRCS accepted
the position of computer analyst with First National
Bank in Omaha, effective June 20.

Lols began as a temporary district employee in Harlan
in 1989. In November, 1991, she accepted full-time
employment as Soll Conservation Techniclian at the
Council Bluffs office

During her tenure there, she was responsible for
construction activities in the district, including
approximately 40-50 miles of terraces annually.

Lois and her husband Jim have four children: Scott,
Desiree (Mrs. Paul Wilwerding), Robby and Gina. They
have one grandson, El.

res
MOO plumbing
and Well Service

Woodbine . . . . 647-2718
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Dubas - Funk
Charolais
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mmercial

Purebred & Co
Charolais cattle since 1978

1355 Osage Trall * Woodbine, IR 51579
712-647-3055

Visitors alwaus welcome!

Pat Dubas * Dale Funk
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Student trainee an apt pupil

o e

by Lou Waite

Derrick Eckford, a Civil
Engineering student at
Southern University in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, is a
student trainee with the
Natural Resources
Conservation Service this
Sumimner.

Eckford, a native of
Kansas City, MO., is living
in Council Bluffs and
working with the
engineering stafl at the area
4 office there.

Ed Marshall, Civil -
Engineering Technician
(CET) and Derricks' mentor,
is as the trainee expressed
it, "showing him the ropes’. J®

“I became interested in
conservation when I was
employed at the nuclear
power plant in Port Gibson,
Mississippi”. Derrick said.
"Being in that small town
was my first experience of
‘country living' . . . being
closer to the land and the
people who care for it. So
when this opportunity came
up, I decided to take
advantage of 1t."

Derrick Is learning
surveying procedures and
techniques. These include
the use of a Leltz electronic
measuring unit; recording
and implementation of
data; designing dams and
other structures, etc. He has
also learned to test concrete
used in many structures to
be certain it passes rigid,
predetermined standards.

"l enjoy what I am doing,
and I am learning a lot,"
Derrick confirmed. "T will
graduate from Southern
University in May, 1999,
then I plan to pursue a
Master’'s degree in Ag
Economics. After that, |
guess | will just look for the
right job and am interested

Nutrena.
=2 Feeds

SUPPLY

Nutrena Feeds
Livestack Equipment
Chemicals
Animal Health Aids

PIONEER.

BRAND - PRODUCTS

Rolling Hills, Inc.
Francis Harper

Ed Marshall, Civil Engineering Technician, and Derrick
Eckford, Civil Engineering student intern.

He is a good 'rod man’' , and
using the rod is more
important to surveying
than it may appear. He has
chosen a good profession,
and I certainly wish him the
best with it. "

That sentiment is shared
by everyone who has met
this outgoing, charismatic
young man.

in something to do with
conservation.”

Derrick's father, Harvey,
is in banking and his
mother, Betly is a loan
officer. They reside in
Kansas City.

Ed Marshall remarked,
"Derrick s very interested
In leaming about surveying
and conservation practices.

Bing Cherry
Soda Salad

dissolved. Set aside to cool.
Blend cream cheese wilh
Coke. Add pineapple,
cherries, nuts and cream
cheese-cola mixture to gelatin
and then stir. Pour Into 2-
quart mold and let seL

| large can crushed
pineapple

1 pkg. strawberry jello

| pkg. cherry jello

| large can bing cherries

| 8-0z cream cheese

| cup chopped nuts

2 cups Coke

Drain pineapple and
cherries. Heat the combined
julces and pour over the
combined jello, Str until

A man has three names: the
name he inherits, the name his
parents give him, and the name
he makes for himsell.

\
Letus help you
conserve and grow
your financial resources.

112-647-2220
Rick Powell Your Hometown Bank'
712-648-2569

PE|OPILIEIS |

——National « Bank—— |

|
921 Walker St. ‘ |
Council Bluffs » Main Bank, 201 Bennett Ave. ® Midtown Bank, 1600 W. Broadway |

WIJ 0 d bl ne ' IA Missoun Valley ® Crescent » Carter Lake
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Quad-District

Management of interseedings
Quarterly

20 EQIP 1998 at a glance
important to establishment

Beginning in 1998, local Willow Creek Waterahed,

conservation projects are being 90,000 acres i
ant:r.tl lhmu'gli IQ_ISI_";;;&"S le;ilnn. Monona, by Brian Peterson Conservatlon
nvironmen ua Yeack tali

Incentives Program [E&{PQIPJ. Local c?;zﬂ:c;ﬂfﬂe;ﬂ ULENANO SESE NEWSIEtter

wark groups made applications In 1993, Willow Creek caused T 715N 2nd Ave

lo be selected as local priority over $2 million of flood damage. aroughaut S_nu[hern Ilnwa. Lﬂgﬂﬂ, IA 51546

areas, with specific resource Some residents In Missouri farmers are busy ‘“'m"ﬂ"“.‘ﬂ L w i 1

CONCerns. Valley and landusers on the legumes and other forages into o aite, Editor
Stall at the Natural Resources lower end of the watershed have existing CRP or pasture forage. 71 2-644-22 10

Conservation Service rated the  suffered large economic losses In Will these new seedings

applications based on criteria  both 1993 atmd 1996. Sheet and survive on their own witlﬁ)ul any FAX 712'644'3247

and direction from the State rill erosion Is above 5 help? Probably not! Published four

Fechnical Commitiee. tons/ac/year on 20,000 acres of While there are no guaraniees times yearly

lowa received $5.49 million for cropland. The project will apply
technical, financial and erosion control practices,
educational assistance through improve the quality of runoff
EQIP in 1998, waler through the appolication of

While more than 75% of the nutrient and pest management
funds are used In priority areas, plans and provide financial
25% of the money Is avallable to  assistance to interested
landowners outside those areas |andowners. The Willow Creek

USPS No. 170

FSA announces
direct deposit
to be initiated

that new scedings will be
successful, there are some things
you can do to increase the chances
for success.

The new seedlings should be
out of the ground and growing 10
(o 14 days after seeding. Since

grasses "explode”. In many

who are working on statewide Walershed Committee is also there is plenty of moisture, warm situations, the existing grass will Direct Deposit forms

resource concerns. For more promoting additional upland weather will make the existing be a tall variety, such as Smooth iled to all individuals mwere 1

information about this. contact a treatment as a way to reduce Bromegrass. As it grows taller, it s e et i
program payments from the Farm

local USDA Service Center.
Approved for funding in the

damages to the land and

vents sunlight fi ]
infrastructure, e unlight from reaching

the new seedlings. The growth of Service Agency in April for

supplemental moisture than non- :
completion and return.

area covered by the Quad District native Specics. - -
Newslelter were the following: Save water with Efficient water methods 2::;;1’;;"& %’:;m“c:fs'::’; These forms must be retumed
Farm Creek Watershed, ffici Trickle irmigation and drip anig before January 1, 1999 in order for
10,470 acres eflicient systems reach the new seedlings and allow -
irigation systems help reduce the plants to develop and become producer to receive 1999

East Pottawattamie County

Funding: $250,000.
The primary concerns in the
walershed are soll erosion and
stream degradalion. Secondary

concerns deal with water quality,

livestock waste and wildlife
habitat, Farm Creek has 9,550

acres of cropland, used primarily

for comn/bean rotation. The
project area conlains a small
amount of pasture for two cow
call operalors, one large catlle
feedlol and one large swine

confinementl. Resource concerns

will be addressed using pest and

nutrient managment, soll erosion

control practices and waste
managemenl systems.
Mill-Picayune Creek
Watershed, 3,400 acres
Harrison County
Funding: $50,000
The problems and
opportunities in this project are
sheel and rill erosion on
cropland, severe gully erosion
and excess surface waler runofl
causing flooding and sediment
damage. The project objectives
are |) apply erosion control
practices which reduce sheet, rill
and ephemeral gully erosion 2)
improve quality of runofl walter
through the application of
nutrient and pest management
plans and 3) obtain at least 75%
upland treatment on this PL-566
subwalershed so the
construction of four planned
grade control structures can be

authorized.

Dunl

and healthy plants

Wise use of water for garden
and lawn waterings not only helps
prolect environment, bul saves
money and provides for optimum
growing conditions. Simple ways
of reducing the amount of water
used include growing plants that
are adapted 1o dry conditions,
mulching, adding water-retaining
organic maiter to the soil and
mstalbing windbreaks and fences to
slow winds and reduce
Cvapotranspiranon,

Watering i the early moming
before the sun i1s intense helps
reduce the water lost from
evaporation. Installing rain gutters
and collecting water from
downspouts 10 use in gardens can
also reduce water use

Choosing plants for low water
use

You are not hmited to cacti,
succulents, or narmow-leafed
evergreens when selecting plants
adapted 1o low mousture
requirements. Many plants
growing in a hurmid environment
are well adapted to low levels of
soil moisture. Plants for sunny,
dry concdhtions are yucca, broom,
yarrow, nasturtium, California
poppy. blanket flower, Juniper,
sage, ins and crocus. Plants
which occur naturally in the local
environment will likely need less

BANK

Serving your financial needs
at two locations

Hours: Lobby 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs; 9-5 Fri.
Drive-Up, 8-4 Mon-Thurs., 8-6 Fri., 8-12 Sat.
Soldier, 884-2255
Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mon. - Fri, 8:30-11 Sat.

B arm dopssons ammmes @ s B

— FDIC

43-544

water use and meet the needs of
plants. With these methods, very
small amounts of water are
supplied to the base of the plants.
Since the water is applied directly
to the soil rather than on to the
plant, evaporation from leaf
surfaces 1s reduced. The water 1s
also placed where it will do the
most good, rather than sprayed

over the entire garden.

Installing irrigation systems
An umiganon system can be
easy 1o nstall. Numerous products
are readily available for home use.
The simplest system consists of a
goaker hose that is laid out around

the plants and connected to an
outdoor spigot. No installation is
required and the hose can be moved
as needed to waler the entire
garden, A shightly more
sophisticated system is a slotted
pipe system.

If you would like more
information on efficient watenng
methods or other water
conservation methods, contact the
West Pottawattamie SWCD for a
tip sheel on this topic.

RON MEEKER
WELL CO.

Aermotor

PUMPS L WATER SYSTEMS

*Well Drilling
*Pump Repair & Service
*Backhoe & Trenching
*Septic Systems
*Plugging Abandoned
Water Wells
*Aermotor Pumps & Water

Systems

"Service on all
pumps and wells"

=712~

_

Ron 647-2262
Rick 647-2031
Woodbine, lowa

an integral part of the forage.

Two methods for controlling
the growth of the existing grasses
are livestock grazing, and
mowing.

Grazing livestock is an
excellent method which can be
used to suppress grass growth in a
pasture sitvation. It will be
impaortant 10 rotate the livestock
during the growing season,
because close or constant grazing
of the new seedlings can severely
damage them. Il weeds become a
problem. it might be necessary to
mow the pasture.

If you have interseeded
legumes into CRP, grazing
livestock is nor an option. In this
situabon, you need 1o mow the
existing forage to replace the
effects of grazing. Mowing may
need to be done more than once
during the year.

There is some confusion about
when it is permissible to mow

CRP land. While you are trying to
establish the forage, you can mow
the area at any time during the
year. However, once NRCS staff
members have certified the forage
as being established, you cannot
mow from May 15 to August 1.

Beginning about September 1,
give the new seedlings a rest
peniod. This will allow the plants
the opportunity to build reserves
which can help them survive over
the winter.

There are no "fool-proof™
methods for establishing legumes
into grass sod through
interseeding. There are, however,
management praclices you can use
throughout the process to make
the chances of success more
attamnable.

Bl = = _‘-l:.--‘
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*"Your soil conservation contractor”

advance Production Flexibility
Contract (PFC) payments or
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRP) payments.

Anyone who did not receive a
Direct Deposit form or who has
misplaced it, should contact their
FSA office.

REMEMBER: NO payments
will be paid after January |, 1999,
unless the direct deposit form has
been.completed and retumned (o the
FSA office,

The United States Department of
Agriculture [USDA) prohibiis
discrimination in ts programs on the
basis of race. color, national origin, scx,
religion, age. disability, political beliels
and marital or familial status. (Not all
probibited bases apply 1o all the
progrums). Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for
communication of program informaltion
(braille, large print, andiotape, etc) shoulkd
contact the USDA Oflice of
Communications at (202) 720-588]
voleel or (202) 720-7808 (TDD).

==
Lindeman

Tractor, Inc.

West 7th St.
Atlantic, IA
712-243-3735
Sales: Rick Tasto

Duane McFadden
and Lonn Schleuter

New Holland
Great Plains * Hiniker
Kinze * Krause

644-2492, Logan, IA




