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Partnerships aid conservation causes 
Partnerships are becoming 

more and more Important In 
every business and private 
sector. but are even more s o 
when applied to conservation 
efforts. 

A good example of this Is the 
recent partnership of 
Pheasants Forever and USDA 
(Farm servtce Agency and 
Natural Resources 
Conservation 5ervlce). 

Earlier thls year. Lyle 
Peterson. West Poll District 
Conservationist. and Greg 
Mathls, East Pott District 
Conservationist met with the 
PottawaJ.tamle County chapter 
of Pheasants Forever They 
presented the members the 
opportunity to help cost-share 
the seeding of CRP filters trips 
and bufferstrips to grass -­
wttb emphasis on 
recommendation of nal.lve 
grasses. 

Why filter strips and buffer 
strips? Because these, along 
streams or on hillsides. are 
bc:nc:nclal for conCrol of sotl 
erosion and water quality. And 
why native grasses? Because If 
filter strips and buffers are 
added, In addition to providing 
protection from wind erosion, 
they maximize the good done 
by making the strips 
productive to wtld bird summer 
nesting and winter protection. 
This fact explains gatntng the 
Interest of Pheasants Forever. 

AccordJng to Ed Foss. long 
time member, Pheasants 
Forever voted to participate ln 
the program and to provide 
$250 per each proJect. based 
on the average size of the 
projects. From tbetr general 
fund, Pheasant's Forever will 
earmark a total of$5.000 for 
the program. with a request It 
be used prtmartly for fUter 
strips along waterways. 

"Allocating $250 to each 

Arabian 
Prince 

Thla royal beauty Ia Berjo 
Jayclaar. Read about him and 
hJa owners on paces 10 and 
lL 

A recent successful partnership between Harold and Ronald Young, Pheasants Forever, Qualls Unlimited, 
East Pottawattamle SWCD, East Pottawattamte Roads Department and others will make it possible for 
the ftrst pubUc h1mtlng area to be ck9eloped In the county. It wtD be located In the upper sector of the 
photo, bounded by the two roadways shown. 

proJect will make It possible for 
a larger number to be funded." 
Foss noted. 'We focused on 
filter s trips along waterways 
since they are not fanned and 
will not be fanned. They 
therefore wtU provide more 
permanent wtJdllfe habitat for 
pheasants and other game 
birds." 

Foss pointed out that 
contrary to what some think, 
Pheasants Forever does not liy 
to protect wtJdllfe. le pheasants 
and other game birds, simply 
so they wtJl be available for 
hunting. 'We protect and 
promote wtJdllfe for public 
benefit of every sort," he 
emphasized, "not Just for 
hunters." 

Pheasants Forever funds 
are received from proceeds of 
an annual banquet. and legal 
state-sanctioned raffles and 
auctions. Dues paid by 
members are not a part of this 
for they are forwarded dtrecUy 
to the national organization. 
The organl.zaUon's net Income 
averages around $1 5,000 to 
$20,000 per year. Much of thJs 
Is used for projects s uch as Just 
described. 

For Its part. FSA will cost­
share 50% of each project 
under the landowner 's CRP 
contracL Pheasants Forever 
w!U provide another 45% If 
natl'•e grasses are seeded. 
Therefore. the farmer or 
landowner takJng part would 
have to provide only 5% of the 
cost. But. equally lmport.a.ilUy. 
they would become the thtrd 
part of the three-way 
partnership formed. 

AccordJn g to Greg Mathis, 
there are "no strings attached" 
and no addJtional contract to 
sign. Participants must agree 
to maintain the seeding under 
the CRP contract. a nd that Is 
all. No one Is requtred to allow 
hunting. 

"Come In and see the staff at 
your NRCS office," Greg 
advised. 'Talk to them about a 
warm season grass mixture, 
They wtU determine If you are 

Estimated costs for planting of warm season 
grass mixtures near streams 

20% Switchgrass = 1.2 lbs. @ $11 per lb = $ 13.20 
40% Big Bluestem = 4 lbs. @ $ 15 per lb. = $60.00 
20% Indian Grass = 2 lbs. @ $ 18 per lb. = $36.00 
200..0 Little Blue = 2lbs. @ $15 per lb. = $30.00 

Total 9 .21bs. 

Interseeder Drlll Rental 
Tractor 8t Driver 

Total Cost-share 

FSA@ 60% = $77.00 
Pheaunta Fore•er @ 45% = $69.75 
Laodowner 0 5% = $ 7.75 

$139.20 per acre 

$ 6 .00 per a cre 
$ 10.00 per acre 
--- -- --
$155.20 per acre 

eligible and roughly how much 
your seeding costs wtll be. They 
can Include seed, drlll rental, 
herbicide, fertllizer and lime. 
Costs wtJI Vary by site. seed 
mixture and soil tests. Only 
warm season grasses and 
legume mixtures are eligible." 

Farmers can seed warm 
season grasses themselves 
rather than hlrlng It done. 
Some SWCD's, such as East 

Pott. have drills for rental for 
this purpose. Pamphlets and 
advice on warm season grass 
establishment Is also 
available. 

New address? 
If you have moved and 

wish to continue rece1ving the 
newsletter. please send your 
new mailing address to: 

Quad District 
Conservation Newsletter 

715 N. 2nd Ave .. 
Logan. lA 51546 
(The postal servtce will not 

forward third class mail, and 
we flunked mJnd- readlng 
10 11) 
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David Schneider is "expanding his horizons 
by Lou Waite 

David Schneider be~an his 
duUes as a Soli Cono;t,>rvatlon 
Technician (SC11 at llle East 
Pottawattamlt> SWCD office on 
June3. 

A nauve of Rushvllle, Illlnol!>, 
David received a degree In 
Agricultural Science and Ag 
Englneenng from the University 
of Illinois. located at 
Champagne Urbana. 

··1 grew up on a farm," David 
saJd reflectl\•ely. I love fanning 
and my roots will always be 
there But when this position 
became avaJiable, I derided to 
expand my honzons·, so to 
speak.' 

His horizon 's may have been 
broadened during h is college 
years. when he spent six months 
In the Netherlands. In an 
exchan~e program. U.S 
students and Dutch students 
studied environmen tal science 
In each other's country 

"Wiule in the Netherlands In 
1995. I \1s•ted 13 other 
countries," David conunented. "ll 
was Interesting to observe the 
fanning methods and livestock 
operations. and how they varied 
from place to place. I witnessed 
the flooding of the Rhine R1ver, 
which reminded me of like 
events at home. 

David said that having seen 
devastation caused by floods In 
1993 (Rushville Lies between the 
Mississippi and IIUnols Rivers) . 
he was especially Interested In 

the flood protection measures 
carried out In the Netherlands. 
Some of tht> dikes there were 
bmlt hundreds of years ago. 

"Jhe Dutch have a saying." he 
relatr-d "'1th a chuclde 'that Cod 
createod the earth. but the Dutch 
created the Netherlands'. That Is 
because the people have 
reclaimed almost half their 
country from the sea, and It Is an 
ongoing battle to keep the 
waters out. They are a great 
people. and I learned a lot from 
them I made many friends while 
there. and we stW keep In touch." 

Following his college 
graduaUon. David was employed 
as an environmental manager 
with a large farm operation on 
the 'Illinois side' of the SL Louis 
area I was comfortable with the 
job," he sale!, "and gained some 
practical experience " 

But when family concerns 
arose, David went home to 
assist In the settlement of his 
grandfather's estate. He later 
purchased an 80-acre tract from 
the estate, 20 of which Is tillable. 
with the rest in woodland and 
natural areas 

My family has been close to 
the soli for four generations,' 
David saJd, '1bey were fanners 
In Germany and followed that 
occupation after coming to this 
country. It's tn my bloodi My 
grandfather was a good 
conservationist. a.od so Is my 
father. so I think that led to my 
Interest in this job." 

According to him, western 

At DEKALB. we inves t 1n research at one of the 

htghest percentage rates m the seed busmess 

At our Field Day you can see the results Share 

mformatton wtth netghbors. And maybe do a little 

esearch on t~htch of ou new numbers will work 

best on your l1elds next year 

Date: August 27, 1998 Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Location: DeKalb Research Center 

1 1/2 mi. S. of Atlantic on Highway 6 

~ Real people work 1ng real hard 

Doug Burmeister, Hancock, 741·5451 
Brad Cleaveland, Oakland, 482·3668 

Steve Brumley, Carson, 484·3643 
Farnk & Mike Jones, Griswold, 778-4571 

Darrell Stamp, Walnut, 784·3462 
Bob & Milton Meyer, Hancock, 741·5528 

Tim Barry District Sales, Pisgah, 456·2559 

Illinois Is very slmllar to Iowa. 
with the same agricultural 
background. although not the 
"rolltng hills' found In this part 
of the state 

' I soon realiZed that Iowa has 
a much higher awareness of 
agriculture a nd conservation 
than anywhere else I have been," 
David declared ... , am very 
Impressed with thaL The 
Armstrong Research Farm. for 
exanlple, Is doing some great 
things. a.od I understand there 
are other such farms In Iowa. I 
think Iowa "stole" the Idea from 
IIUnols. but the concept has 
certainly been expanded upon 
a nd Improved," 

. 
I \ 

The new SCT saJd he Is 
looking forward to working with 
the office staff (who he 
described as being "super") and 
the local landowners. He noted 
that the frlendUness of all the 
people has been very 
graUfytng". 

David Schneider, left 18 being instructed by Ed Marshall. 
ClvU Engineering TechnJclan, ln the use of a Leitz 
electronic measuring instrument. 

concentrating on becomtng 
acciJmaUzed, and learning the 
duties of my job. I am really 
excited about that. and hope to 
contribute something 

worthwhile to the ·cause' •. 
In this writer's opinion, 

anyone meeting the young mao 
wtlJ soon have no doubts about 
UlaL 

"I am living In a house on the 
Floyd Knop farm, he related 
"Creg (Mathis) helped me find 
the house. which was not 
furnished But the Knops have 
been so kind They loaned me 
furniture, and told me about 
aucllons and yards sales and so 
forth I couldn't brtng much with 
me, so I have really appreciated 
all the help." 

Two SWCD commissioners to 
be chosen in general election 

David saJd he also hopes to 
work with the youth of the area 
"I grew up In 4-H and FFA --­
even collegiate FFA--- so I hope 
to continue along those lines 
Rlg.ht now, though, having only 
been here a week. I am 

~=-: ........... rsen 

The terms of two SoU and 
Water District CommJssloners 
wtlJ expire at noon on January 1. 
1999. They are Russell Brandes 
of Hancock. James Township: 
and Darrell Stamp of Walnut. 
Uncoln Township. 

Any qualified elector residing 
In the soli and water 

Construction, LLC 

•Terrace,; • Waterways • C learing 
• Bui lding Sites • General Earthwork 

• 20 yrs Experience • References upon request 
•F ree E st1 mate~ 

10 1 Mill St .. PO Box 75 Home (712) 769 - 2360 
Lewis. lA 51544 Mobile (712) 254- 23&0 

Crop Production 
Services 

Fertilizers, Chemicals 
Scouting, Custom Application, 

GPS & Other Agronomic Services 

712-7 41-54 73 or 1-800-578-2902 
317 West Kimball 
Hancock, Iowa 

conservation district which Is all 
ofBelknap. Carson, Center. 
Grove, James, Knox. Layton, 
Uncoln. Macedonia, Pleasant 
Valley. Washington, Waveland 
and Wright Townships, 
Including cities and towns, ts 
eligible for the office of 
commJssfoner. An exception Is 
that no more than one 
commissioner may be a resident 
of any one township. 

Incumbent commissioners 
are Bernie Bolton. Belknap 
1\vp .. : Marlyn Von Weihe. Carson 
1\vp. and Teny Cleaves, Center 
1\vp. Citizens of these 
townsh1ps therefore would not 
be eLigible for office at thts time. 

Prospective candidates 
seeking the office of soU and 
water conservation district 
commJssloner must file 
nomination petitions In the 
'lallle manner as for other 
elecuve positions at the general 
election, except that no political 
party Is designated. Nomination 
petiUons can be obtained from 
the County Auditor 

These petition&. signed by 25 
eligible electors. must be nled 
with the County Aud1tor at the 
Pottawattamie County 
Courthouse no later than 5:00 
p.m. on Au~ust 26. 1998 .. 

Individuals elected in 
November. 1998, Will serve a 
term of four years beginning 
J<1nuan· I 1999. Soli and water 
ronserva-..>n d1strict 
rommls,ioners serve without 
salary and guide ll1e overall soU 
and water conservation pro~ram 
m the county. For further 
lnformauon pertaining to the 
responsibilities of a 
commlss•oner, contact East Pott 
SWCD office. 321 Oakland 
Avenue, Oakland Phone (712) 
482-6408 

No man Is In compeUUon with 
another man. he Is In conruct 
with his own errors. 

The man who sings his own 
praises u sually gets the wrong 
pitch. 

[ 
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Enthusiasm runs high in Farm 
Creek Watershed priority area 

by Terry D. McLain 
FSA County Ezecutive 
Db· ector 

The Farm Creek Watershed 
pnority area covers 
approximately 10.470 acres In 
southern East Pottawattamle 
County. Agriculture Is Intensive 
1n the area. as over 90% of the 
watershed Is devoted to row 
<'rops. This watershed was 
selected by the Local 
Conservation Work Group partly 
because of Its small size, and 
partly because the watershed 

headwaters are located In East 
Poll County. Other reasons for 
designating Farm Creek 
Watershed as an EQIP priority 
area were the various 
conservation concerns In the 
area. Farm Creek Is degrading 
rapidly. and swallowing many 
acres of prime fanniand In the 
process 

NRCS and FSA held lnlUal 
public meetings on Farm Creek 
on AprU 1. 1998 (no fooUn 'I) We 
could tell from the outset that 
Interest in the EQIP from area 
landowners was htgh When we 

announced that approximately 
$250,000 In federal cost-share 
had been approved for 
conservation practices. and 
cost-share for most pracUces 
was being offered at the 65% 
cost-~hare level, enthusiasm 
began to grow 

Front row, left to right: Adam Pleken , Eric Sleh. Back row, 
Will KeOy, Amy McMartin, Jen Scott, Josh Smith 

Dry fire hydrants put to good 
use by fire-fighter personnel 

At the end of our Initial 
slgnup period on May 15 we 
had 4·1 applications, covering 
over 79% of the land In the Farm 
Creek Watershed Many 
produC'ers wtll lake advantage of 
this opportumty to Install 
practiC'es such as terraces. sod 
waterways, ponds, grade 
stablluaUon structures, 
streambank stabiliZation 
practiN:s, windbreaks and 
livestock waste systems. Others 
plan to seal abandoned wells, 
establish prescribed grazing 
systems, and establish Science Club places first 

in Envirothon competition 
by Michelle D. Zimmerman 

Since the Installation of two 
dry fire hydrants In East 
PottwattamJe County. boUt have 
been used on two separate 
occasions, at both ends of the 
county 

by Michelle Zimmerman 

Congratulations to the 
AvoHa SCience Club for 
receiVIng first place In the oral 
presentation at the slate 
Envtrothon Team members are 
Will Kelly. Amy McMartin. Jen 
ScotL Josh Smith, Adam Pleken 
and Eric Sieh. alternate. 

Seventeen teams. 85 students 
In all, took comprehensive tests 
In wildlife. aquatics, forestry and 
soils -- making observations 
and perfonntng tests outdoors 
at Ute Iowa 411 EducoU;,n and 
Natural Resources Center near 

Science Fair 
winner 

Congratulations to Emily 
Kesten for receiving second 
place at the Riverside Middle 
School Science Fair. Her 
project demonstrated that 
contour strips work best tn 
reducing erosion. 

' I used two boxes tlUed with 
soli. one with grassed contour 
strips and one without"', Emily 
said. ·1 elevated the ends of the 
boxes. then poured 2 cups of 
water into them. The contour 
strips dldn"l leak at all. but the 
box without them leaked much 
more. I dld this experiment four 
ttmes to make sure the results 
werenl Oukes. · 

We know that a fool and his 
money are soon parted. but It 
would be Interestin g to learn 
how they got together 1n the first 
place 

Woodbine 

Manufacturing 

(712) 647-2050 

Bus Brown Drive 

Woodbine, Iowa 

Madrid. 
rhe annual competitions Is 

sponsored by the Conservation 
Districts of Iowa. the Iowa Fann 
Bureau Federation. the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
the Department of Natural 
Resources. the Iowa Department 
of Agriculture. and others. 

The students tested the 
acldJty of a pond. ldentlfled soU 
types and fish species and 
explained how they could help 
flght water poUution in a 
tlctiUous but very lowa-Uke 
wat<!'rshP<l 

The teams had to give a 15-
mtnul.e presentation on how 
they would set up a system to 
check water quality In a 
watershed. The area Included a 
turkey products manufacturer. 
com and soybean farms. heavily 
fertilized yards and a dog track. 

Terril won first place, 
advancing to the national 
competition In July. to be held at 
Michigan State University In 
East Lansing. Maquoketa Valley 
took second place. and Central 
Lee of Montrose was third. The 
teams had emerged from a 
preliminary field of 50. 

Congratulations again the 
the AvoHa Science Club for a job 
well done' 

The first fire was located near 
Minden, and the dry Ore hydrant 
near Clayton Young's farmstead 
In the northwest part of the 
district was u U117.ed The second 
fire was located south of Walnut, 
and the dry hydrant at Bruce 
Heyne's pond was used to 
extinguish the bam which was 
aflame. 

Dry fire hydrants are the 
newest tool for tlghung fires In 
rural areas. These hydrants 
provide access to water sources 
for local volunteer fire 
departments to fight fires. A dry 
fire hydrant Is simply a suction 
pipe laJd underground (below 
frost level) from an aU-weather 
access road to a natural or man­
made water sourC'e. This 
elimlnates the need to haul 
water from urban C'ommunJUes. 

Probably the most critical 
element of rural fire suppression 
In Iowa Is water supplies In 
ample quantities to meet the 
fire-fighter's Immediate 
emergency demands. As a 
b'eneral rule, at a minimum, a fire 
department Is required to 
produce 250-gallons of water 
per mtnute within five minutes of 

Citi.zens State Bank 
Established in 1881 

301 Oakland Ave., Oakland, lA 51560 

See us for all your banking 
needs! 

Checking - Savings - Certificates - All types of 

1!t (712) :S2-a431 i=DiE 
L£~DER 

arrival, and maintain that flow 
for at least two hours. 

Walnut volunteer fire-fighter 
Darrell Stamp remarked. 'The 
dry fire hydrant SAVED valuable 
Ume In hauling water to the stte 
With the Hancock Volunteer Fire 
Department pumping the water 
supply. and the Walnut VFD 
hauling the water and 
extinguishing the fire, we were 
able to protect the house and 
other outbuildings from being 
damaged or destroyed. Many 
rural communities are fortunate 
to have access to and realize the 
benefits which these dry fire 
hydrants provide." 

'"'1ndbreaks EQIP \\111 change 
the watershed for the better, 
forever 

EQIP provides cost·share 
for producers under 5 to 10-year 
contracts. Practices cannot be 
started prior to County 
Committee approval of the EQIP 
contracL A <'Ost-shared practice 
must be Installed within 12 
months of contract approval. If 
you have questions regarding 
the EQIP program. or the Fam1 
Creek Watershed In particular. 
contact the East Pottawattamie 
County USDA SerVIce Center In 
Oakland. 

CHARTING A COURSE 
TOWARD OPTIMUM YIELD 

[§) GREEN}f-LAN· 
• om~ ... -c. C ~1"' 

Grid mapp1ng is one of modern farm1ng's most Important new 
technologies. And no one knows how to make 1t pay off for your 

· farm1ng operat1on better than your local FS Crop Spec1ahst 
Us1ng the FS GREEN PLAN", he'll help you to analyze v1tal crop­
ping data -from so1l sampling to y1eld monllonng - 1n order to 
prov1de you w1th accurate, Site-specifiC recommendations. GIVe 
your FS Crop Specialist a call today, and start chart1ng your 
course toward optimum y1eld and max1mum profits. 

Agriland FS Inc. 
Logan 644-:16:10 • Avoca 343-6386 • Harlan 755-5141 

Underwood 566-:1313 • Grlsw'i'id 778-:1134 
Malvern 6:14-861:1 • Audubon 563-:1675 
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Award-winning essays reveal 
youth's interpretation of theme 

"WUd things eldst only If 
you have the graclousn us to 
allow them to." 

Joy Williams 

by Michelle D. Zimm erman 
County Resource Planner 

The East PoU.awattamle 
County SoU and Water 
Conservation District held their 
essay tonlesl which promotes 
soli and water conservation to 
high school students. The 
purpose of the essay contest Is 
to have the students gain 
knowledge on current 
environmental Issues. for 
example nonpolnl pollution, 
wetlands, wildlife habitat areas. 
etc. ThJs year's theme was 
'Wonders of Wildlife". The theme 
focused on the relationship 
between Wildlife, wildlife habllal 
and proper land management. 
especially on lands managed for 
urban and suburban home sites. 
farms. and private production 
lands. The mostlmporlanl 
concept Is the need for everyone. 
no matter where they Uve, to 
practice good soli and water 
stewardship and enjoy the 
wonders of wtklllfe. 

Fifty percent of the judging 
criteria ronststs o( the 
effectiveness of the message as 
ll pertains to the theme. 
Twenty-five percent 
consideration Is given to 
ortglnaiJty. The other twenty-five 
percent Is based on content 

ThJs year participants were 
high school students from 
AvoHa-Shelby Tennant and 
RJvers lde High School. The prize 
money and certificates were 
made poss ible through donated 
funds. 

Congratulations lo the 
winners. whose essays appear 
below. Thanks to aU who 
participated. 1be Olstrlcllook.s 
forward to holding the essay 
contes t again next year. 

Firat place awud 

Natural Wildlife 
by Eric Miller 
R1Yerwlde High School 

Nature Is the only true place 
thall can go to clear my head. 
Whether It ls In Fremont 
stalking deer. or Minnesota 
canoetng through continuous 
lakes and rivers. It allows me to 
relax and think clearly about 
what I must do. 

Nature Is the source of aU life. 
Ills the begtn¢ng. the end, and 
the In-between Without nature 
we would not be here on this 
earth. It keeps us aiJve: It keeps 
us fed 

The chirp of the blrds to 
spring wake me from my cold 
Winter hibernation. Out of my 
cave. I stroll to see the green 
grass and buddtog trees. Life 
returns to the community that 
was transformed toto s uch a 
desolate place. The cold Is gone 
and the thought of summer 
approaches. 

I crouch behtod a Jog without 
muvtng. for tfl move my prey wUJ 
escape me for one more day. The 
mosquitoes swarm around my 
head as I listen and watch. The 
deer. my prey. stands there 
waiting for the sUgblesl sound to 
boll for the trees. Now he Is 5-

Midstates Bank, N .A. 

Four Convenient Locatw11s to Serve You 

Citizens National Bank,Avoca 

First National Bank, Missoun Valley 

First National Bank of Mondamin 

Harlan Natzonal Bank, Harlan 

Committed to Providing You 
Quality Customer Service. 

feel away and I could Jump and 
kill it. bull do not. That Is not 
what I'm here for. Four 
exposures are left. and the fawn 
lays on the other s ide of the log. I 
take a quick picture, and the 
mother and her child scurry off 
toto the woods. I got what I came 
for 

Silently. canoes sUp Into the 
break. Across the water they 
sllde to the songs of eagles and 
fish. Beautiful plants surround 
the lake Trees that seem to 
reach the sky. All that separates 
you from nature Is the sheet of 
alumtnum you sit ln. At thls 
polnL your pure gut Instinct 
takes over and the only thing 
that matters In life. 

Beauty should be preserved 
so that others can see what you 
have seen. Without ll only death 
and destruction plague the land, 
and the only place you would see 
a White· tailed deer. a mongoose 
or a Sun bear ls to a Museum. 

Sec ond place award 

The Wonders 
of Wildlife 

by Dan Rold 
AYoHa High School 

There are many wonders of 
wildlife. With wildlife on every 
continent to the world. there are 
wonders of wildllfe happening 
all the time. If you think about 
IL somewhere In the world there 
Is a wonder of wildJJfe 
happen tog right now. However. 
most people don'llhJnk of the 
lhlngs that happen around them 
every day as wonder. 

A wonder of wildlife could be 
different for every person. For 
example, a person to Iowa might 
lhJnk a kangaroo carrying Its 
baby kangaroo In a natural 
pouch Is a wonder of wildlife 
However. a person In Australia 
that sees kangaroos every day 
mlghlthlnk thalls normal and 
not a wonder at all 

Around the world there are 
many varieties of wlldllfe. Each 
of these has something 
wonderful about them. For 
Instance. lsn'lll a wonder that 
an elephant can suck water up 
through Its trunk and gtve Itself 
a shower by shoollng that water 
back out of Its trunk onto Its 
body? Also, lsn'llt amazing iliat 
a chameleon can change colors 
with Its surroundings? Both of 
these wonders are unique to 
each of these species of animals. 
However, there are many 
wonders of wildlife that are the 
same throughout an entire 
famtly of organisms. One 
example would be ftsh. I think ll 
ts Incredible that they can 
somehow breathe under water. 

All plants are also wonders of 
wildlife. I think It's a wonder that 
they can aU make their own food. 
Most people think of plants as 
needing a Jot of help to survive. 
For example, people are always 
complaJntng about havtng to 
water their gardens and lawns. 
However. many species of 
plants can thrive In cllrnates 
that are much harsher than 
those to which any humans can 
survive. Also, some plants can go 
weeks or even months without 
water. 

Another wonder of wildJJfe Is 
aU of wtldllfe's ability to adapt to 
Jts surroundlnl(s. For Instance, 

BethF*n 

Scholarship winner 
by Michelle Zimmerman 
County Resource Planner 

The 1998 East PotlawallamJe 
SWCD scholarship winner Is 
Beth FaJen of Carson. The 
scholarship will be used to 
further the award winner's 
education at the college level. 

Criteria considered for this 
award Is service, character. 
leadership. an tolereslto 
conservation and scholastic 
achievement The applicant 
must be pursuing an agricultural 
or natural resources related 
career. 

Some of Beth's extra­
curricular activities toclude 
track. cross-country. drama 
club, art club. FCCLA and FFA. 
She has been very acllve with 

cats and dogs can be trained to 
Uve todoors when their natural 
habitat Is outdoors. Also, some 
rats and birds have been able to 
adapt to Uvtng In urban areas. 
Many farm antmals have 
adapted to JJvtng on farms and 
eallng food that Is different than 
food that they have been used to 
eating. 

In conclusion. there are 
many great wonders of wildlife 
around the world. Some people 
mJghl not think of all of them as 
wonders, but If Just one person 
thinks something Is a wonder. 
then Ills Also, each species of 
wildlife has something 
wonderful about IL Therefore. 
the wonders of wildlife are great 
and people should slop to 
admire them someUmes. 

Third place awud 

The Wonders 
ofWDdllfe 
by Jamie NUaen 
AYoHa HJ&h School 

One of the true g.lfts of IJvlng 
In Iowa Is the many wonders of 
wtldJJfe. The wild animals that 
roam the plains,tlo the plants 
and flowers that grow freely. By 
taking a short trip through any 
park or grove you would find the 
true beauty thalthrtves to lhls 
wonderful slate. These wonders 
can only be truly appreciated by 
Witnessing them. 

One of the first things you 
would notice Is the bountfful 
amount of trees. More than 2 .5 
million acres of Umberland sUll 
exist to Iowa. This Is what 
makes the trees such a great 
asset to the beau ty of our state. 

ln our area ofSouthwesl lowa 
there Is an abundance of Oak. 

community events such as 
asslsttog wlth sanitary efforts 
folloWing the Carson Rodeo: 
helping clean up the community 
after a snow storm In 1997: 
as<>lstlng With needy family 
proJects; taking part to the 
Helping hands and Caring 
Hearts project at the Micah 
House; painting the school 
parking lot. etc. Some of Beth's 
hobbles toclude horseback 
rtdlng and gardening. 

She plans to attend Iowa 
Slate University to Ames , or 
Northwest MJssourt State 
UnJverslty to Maryvtlle and 
pursue a major to pre-veL 

Beth says s he chose pre-vet 
becau se she has developed a 
love for nature and antmals. 

Congratulations. Bethl 

Maple. Cedar. Ptne and Ftr trees. 
Recenlly. our counlly roads were 
renamed. The slate decided 
to gJve tribute to our beautiful 
trees by naming each road after 
a different species. WhJJe trees 
could be considered a wondrous 
wildJJfe In themselves. they also 
provide shelter and food for the 
anlmal population. 

These trees are a haven for 
numerous birds that Uve here. 
The most common blrds are 
Robin. Cardinal, Blue Jay and 
Sparrow. These blrds seek 
sheller and build houses In the 
trees that grow vastly across the 
plains. The only birds that have 
a legal hunting season are 
pheasant and quaU. These 
remarkable wonders of wildlife 
thrive on the many wild berries 
and msects. 

Along with the many blrds. 
the deer also find homes here. 
1bts Is probably one of the most 
amaztog animals that roams 
freely. The common deer Is 
found In every part of Iowa. The 
deer. though not overly 
abundant has a controUed 
hunting season. They are such a 
mysterious species that they are 
one of the greatest wonders of 
wildlife. 

Trees, blrds and the deer are 
only a few examples of many 
that add to the beauty of Iowa. 
So many wonders exist that 
people don't realJze how truly 
grateful they should be to 
witness them every day. 
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Remember sun-safety in 
the field this summer 

Page 5 

Answer to Brain 
Teaser printed In 
previous issue 

Long days outside in the warm 
Oow of summer can be a serious 
hazard. Researchers are learning 
more about the relationship between 
the invisible sun rays and various 
forms of skin cancer and diseases 
such as eye cataracts. 

Skin cancer Is one of the most 
common forms of cancer in the 
Uruted Stites. The American Cancer 
Society estimates that 800,000 new 
cases of highly curabie forms of 
sldn cancer are diagnosed each year. 

New cases of melanoma, the most 
serious and life-threatening skin 
cancer, were expected to number 
38,300 Ill 1996, with 7300 cases 
resulting in death. Skin cancer has 
mcreased at a rate of 4 percent each 
year since 1973. and is 40 times 
Jugber among wh1tes than blacks. 

These trends have serious 
implications for fanners and others 
who spend much of thelt working 
hours outside. 

Sun exposure 
Research has shown that 

cumulative sun exposure IS a ma.JOr 
factor in development of sldn 
cancer. Small changes occur in the 
skln each ume it is exposed to 
sunlight. People who burn eas1ly, 
rarely tan, freckle or have a fait 
complexion. have blonde or red 
halt, or have blue or gray eyes. 
experience greater skin changes. 
Skin cancer IS usually not 
associated with a single, painful 
sunburn, but rather with repeated 
exposure to the sun and changes m 
the skin's makeup. The sun's roy. 
however. are more damaging during 
the summer months and at midday 
hours than other nmes. You can get 

I a sunburn during other seasons and 
at other times of the day. but 
cumulauve sun exposure is the 

l 
I 

' I 

maJor concern. 
U you notice a new growth, 

mole or diSColoration, or a sudden 
change m an eXJSnng mole, sec a 
physician. Early detectiOn of skin 
c.mcer if the fJtSt step for successful 
treatment 

The back of the neck, ears, face 
and eyes are sensiuve to sun 
exposure. Luckily, these and other 
body pans easily can be protected 
by wearing proper cloth mg. 
-;unglasses. or sunscreen. By t:lking 
precauuons and av01dmg the sun's 
most damagmg rays you may be 

~ L.. !B.n:rrg 
~~t.@ 11! i1111tl1i!JI 

rftJ .u111~ ytJnT ~'t 

&J4[~~ 

m~ 
~1.4 l!JIY~r Si. 
?Yt~tJtl.Si.a.c, 1.11. 

(P'~ {'112) 647-2323 
'FAX (!12) 6'J1.QU10 

able to reduce your risk. 
Hats 

Protecuon for the face and other 
pans of the head can be as sunple as 
weanng a hat. When selecting a hat. 
consider the following questions, 
and balance your needs m each of 
these areas. 

Coverage: How much of your 
face, ears and neck are shaded by the 
hat? Coolness: Is it cool enough to 
be worn on hot days? Comfort. 
How does the hat feel? Will it stay 
on during various tasks? 
Commitment: Will you wear it? 

Clothing 
The thought of wearing long­

sleeved shirts and pants in the 
summer might sound 
uncomfor13ble. but proper clothmg 
can protect against the sun and 
mmimize heat stress. Lightweight 
clothing. preferably 100 percent 
couon. prov1des both comfort and 
protection. 

Sunscreen lotions 
Sunscreens recommended for 

outdoor workers should have a sun 
protecuon factor rating of at least 
15. This means that you are 
protected from a reacuon to the 
sun's effects 15 times longer than 
you are Wllhout lhe sunscreen. 

Read the label to !mow when to 
reapply sunscreen and whether 
It ts waterproof. 

• Sun avoidance 
The easiest way to reduce 

exposure to ultraviolet radiation IS 

to avoid the sun. CnucaJ umes are 
m1dclay hours between 10 a.m. and 
3 p.m. This may be impossible for 
some active individuals. but 
scheduling tasks around this penod 
could reduce exposure when the sun 
is most dangerous. 

Sunglasses 
Even the most effecuve bats can 

block only 50 percent of the 
ultraviolet rays that reach the eyes. 
Use caution when selecting 
sunglasses because they vary wHiely 
in the amount of protect ion from 
ultraviolet radiation. A peel-{)ff 
label on the lens mdicates 1ts UV 
ranng, or percentage of ultraviOlet 
rays blocked by the sunglasses (the 

Who izzit?? 
Recognize this VIP, who was captured by the roving 

photographer as he Wustrated a point durt.ng a recent 
regional meeting? For those who don't. it ls Jeff Zlmprlch, 
Area Four head honcho. Area Four Is comprised of Harrison 
Shelby, Audubon, Pottawattamle (East and West), Cass. 
Adair, Madtson, Warren. Mills. Montgomery, Adams. 
Union, Clarke, Lucas. Fremont, Page, Taylor, Ringgold, 
Decatur and Wayne Counties In southwest Iowa. 

Gry is a word 
by itself! 

Our thanks to Linda Neve of 
Harlan. who solved the brain­
teaser pr1n ted In the last 
newsletter. It was noted that 
two words In the EngUsh 
language ended In "'iFf. 
"hun'U'f and "angry". bullhat 
there was a third. 

Uncia tnfonned us that "gry'' 
Is a word In Itself According to 
Webster's lntemaUonal 
DlcUonary. Second EdiUon: 

gry (grt). varlaUon of Crt -
Gypsy 

gry (grl) n: pl grys {grlz): A 
trifle. bit: A measure equal to 
one tenth of a Une. 

So now we know. and we 
know the word Is not found In 
some of the newer edJUons of 
the dlcUonary. We had to go to 
an old one to find lt. after Ms. 
Neve Informed us of the fact. 

Cooking & household hints! 
The white of an egg will pie. add about I tbsp. of clear staple shut. They wtll not dry 

remove chewing gum from com syrup to the egg whites. out or get freezer bum. 
anything. even hair, without a Makes the meringue expand Put salt on raw egg which 
trace. and stand up higher. has been spilled on the floor. 

When making hamburgers. To OJ! freezer bags quickly. and you will be able to sweep 
mix a Uttle flour with the meat. place food In a quart Jar. sUp ll up with a broom. 
and the patUes will stay bag over Jar. then Invert. The When scalding mJlk. a 
together nicely bag Is quickly filled and the small amount of sugar added 

Use crushed potato chips top Is clean for sealing. and nol sUrrred will keep the 
Instead of bread crumbs for An easy way to freeze milk from scorchJng. 
meat loaf flller. The Oavor will chickens Is to put them In hall Use a meat pounder 
make an excellent addiUon. gallon milk containers. Cover Instead of a fork to make a 

To make a OuiJY meatloaf. chicken pieces with water and pretty deslg1\ on your cookies 
beat an ei!J!. white unUI sUIT 
and add It after all Ingredien ts 
have been mixed. 

Use a small amount of 
baking powder In your gravy 
and the grease will disappear. 

When making meringue for 

best raung is 1 00). 
Remember that people who 

spend a lot of ume outdoors in 
work or leisure acuviues can suffer 
from more than JUSt exhausnon or 
heat stress. They are at nsk for skin 
cancer or other diseases that result 
from years of exposure to the sun. 
Be aware of the risks and make It 
a habit to protect yourself from 
s~ exposure. 

HUSZ 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 750 No-Till Drill 

44214 IDLEWOOD ROAD 
OAKLAND, IOWA 

ALL TYPES OF SOIL 
CONSERVATION WORK 

SITE GRADING 

Lowell (Butch) Husz 
Ph. 712-482-6852 

Tim Husz 
Ph. 712-484-3435 

Why Its Popularity Keeps Growing 
• SWls mto virtually any 

condruon wrth mim· 
mal soil disturbance. 

• AdJustable, corromn· 
resistant, 3-positron 
seed/fertrhzer drvrder 

Native Graas Seeds • Wildflowers • Custom Seed Cleaning 

• New ' live" hydrauhn 
let you set optner 
doM·pressure m 
~onds 

• 10·, 15·, and ZO-toot 
widths. Full ~8-inch 
clearance lorain or 
gram/fertilizer Two­
umt hrtch avarlab1e 

Heyt1e Custottt Seed Services 
6ruc;ct A Hctyno, Owner 

26420 SlOth Street 
Wcllnut, Iowa 51577-4110 

TelephoM: (712) 784-3454 Fax: (712) 784-2000 Mobile:(~ a49-0227 
email: HEYNESa:DSonetins.net 

horTH!pllge: hnp;~Www.nedns.netlshowcase/bluestern/.lndex.trtml 

• Exceptional accuracy 
and depth centre!. 

Macedonia Implement Co. 
40459 Pioneer Trail 

Macedonia, lA 
712·486-2441 800-373-3185 A 

GOOD DEALS ••• AHD A GOOD DEAL MORE 

, 
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by Lou Waite 

Nine years ago. Jo.mne Lapke 
dcctded to ullh7e a large. empty 
house located on the famtly fann 
west of Dunlap. m Shelby County. 

The dwelling wa~ one of three 
attracllve homes surroundmg two 
small lakes on the spactous famtly 
"estate". For many years. the 
houses were mdlvtdually occupted 
by Zeno and Lois Lipke and two of 
theli sons wuh the II wtves and 
families - Kenneth and Jenene and 
Bernard and Joanne 

When Kenneth and Jenenc 
moved to Demson and went mto 
business, their house sat 
unoccupied for several years. 
Because of proxtmlly to the 
barnyard and other hous~. Bernard 
and Joanne bought 11. with the tdea 
of makmg u mto a guest house 

"It was ~uch a mce hou~e 
Joanne reOccted. "and I had hated to 
see it sitttng empty For some 
ume. I had thought that perhaps 
there were people who would hke 
to get away to a qutet. scemc 
country recreat." Then she declared. 
• I was nght about that. We began 
thts nine years ago. and the house 
ha.~ been well used the year 
around." 

After some remodeling and 
redecoratmg. the house was 
completely furnished. "It gave me 
an excuse to get some new 
furniture for my own house." 
Joanne S3ld with a smtle. "All my 
old furniture ts in the guest house." 
The furntshmgs arc very attracuve, 
uutiLanan and comforLable. wtth 
bedding. I men, dtshes. appliances. 
etc. included. 

The modem kitchen features a 
large table. perfect for family or 
fnendly dmmg. The hvmg room 
looks out upon one of the lakes, 
wuh a "btg-scrcen TV" as a focal 
pomL Steps lead up to the second 

level dming area. also overlookmg 
the lake. wuh a lounge sector at the 
far end of the room. There arc three 
bedrooms on the second level. a 
centml bath and half bath In the 
b<L~cment is another large bedroom 
and bath. laundry area and storage. 
Central ali and heaung add to the 
amemues. 

Appropriately. the guest house 
IS labeled "The Get Away". and 
many of the "guc~ts" have returned 
year after year. "We have come to 
know many of them so well," 
Joanne said. "that they arc almost 
W..e an extended famtly • 

Families have mdecd taken 
advantage of the site for anmversary 
recepuons. btnhday gathenngs, 
holiday events. etc. One couple was 
marned there m the outdoor selling. 
and remained for their honeymoon. 
Joanne chud...led as she recalled that 
she made most of the arr.mgments 
for the weddmg. mcludmg domg 
the dccoratmg. conLacung a 
clergyman. ord..:ring the weddmg 
cake and prepanng and scrvmg the 
refreshments. "I rece1ved a very 
wann thank you from them," 
Joanne SaJd. then hastened to add. 
"bull don't want to do that agaml" 

On some occasiOns, such as 
Memorial Day weekend. the guest 
house IS shared by mdlvtduals or 
couples who arc not members of 
the same famtly. It IS also used to 
accommodate guesJS of the Lapke 
famthes who "overflow" the mam 
house. Birdwatchers, hikers. bikers 
and nature lovers come from far and 
wide. Many arc from the cuy. JUSt 
seeking a peacefttl, relaJtmg 
weekend. But most of the ume. u 
is family members who gather to 
spend some quality ume together 
Here. they can allow thetr children 
freedom to run and play Without 
worrymg about traffic or human 
predators. They can Leach tbcm 
about wildltfe and nature. and 

Hit Pay Dirt 
SKID 

LOADfRS 

• Models ava1lable w11h SAE operaung capactlleS lrom 
850 lbs to 2050 lbs 

• Slandard OuVConstructiOn Buckets w•th capat~ues 1rom 
7 3 cu ft 10 17 cu ft 

• W1de vanery of anachmenls ava,lable 
• H19h capactly auxthary hydrauhcs 
• See your local authomed dealer lor sales. serv~r.e pans 

and financmg 

Bv•ld '' berrer ",,h Gehl 

GcHL. 
NELSON FARM SUPPLY 
606 CHATBURN AVE. HARLAN, lA 51537 

71 ?.· 755·3115 1·800· 772·6184 

The guest house is ln use almost every month, and many times reserved a year ln 
advance. 

respect for those thmgs and each 
other. 

For the past mne years. the 
same group of pheasant hunters has 
returned each fall. They JOurney 
from New York, New Jersey, 
Oklahoma, Tennessee. Arkansas. 
Mtchtgan. Oluo and several other 
sLates 10 enjoy not only the 
hunting, but a special relationship 
wh1ch has been established with the 
Lapkes A scene hangmg m the 
livmg room of The Get Away was 
painted by one of the pheasant 
hunters and presented to Ius hosts. 
It porLrays the hunters in their 
bright regalia. wtth all the 
accoutrements and vehicles used 
during a typtcaJ ouung, outlined 
agamst a lush Iowa autumn setung. 

The ponds arc stocked wtth fish, 
which young anglers love to 
attempt to snare. There IS a 
barbecue pll among the trees, 
sWTOunded by rusuc benches. A 
picruc table is located on the 
grounds. The large back lawn tS 
perfect for volleyball, croquet,lawn 
tenms or other games. A large 
garage protects guest vehicles from 

VANDEMARK 
HEATING, 
COOLING 

PLUMBING 

F URNAC ES, HEAT 
PUMPS , AIR 

CONDITI ONING, 
WATER HEATER 
SERVIC E AND 

I NSTALLATION, 
PLUMBING 

Che ck out our 
service agre ements 

and save $$$ 
Free Es timates ! 

Woodbine 
7 12 -647 -2 6 27 

One of the two ponds, stocked with ftsh, where anglers can 
try their luck. The ponds and their pastoral sunouncllngs are 
a favorite with young and old alike. 

the weather. 
It was surprising perhaps to 

learn that the Get Away IS used all 
year. Church retreats arc held there, 
sletghriding and tcc-skating parues 
m winter: holiday gatherings and 
others. Famtlies spend Christmas 
there, and even decorate feshvely tn 

seasonal decor. 
"Many people who have stayed 

here keep 10 touch with us, writ10g 
or calling when they hear about a 
Oood, or dry weather, or some other 
happening which mtght affect us," 
Joanne mused • As I S3ld." we have 
become good friends as well as 
guests and hosts." 

She noted that guests leave the 
~clean and neat. and she 

has never had anylhmg stolen or 
vandalized. She laughed when she 
remembered one mcident which had 
her wondenng for a whtle, 
however. 

"We had a family here 
celebrating thetr mother's IOOth 
bmhday". Joanne recalled 'When I 
came to clean. I noticed one of the 
dlning table ch31rs was mtssing. I 
thought it had probably been carried 
somewhere else 10 the house. but 
after looking. I could not find tt. 
About a month later, one of lhe 
sons called me. very apologetic. He 
SaJd that he had noticed one of the 
chair legs was loose. so he had put 
it 10 his trunk and taken it home. 
Continued on Page 7 

Mosquito Valley 
Ag Supply, Inc. 

{ ~ \ Jack Stamp 
@ . 

Sales rep for 
PIONEER.. Pioneer products 
~~.,.~ 

Persia Office: 71~488-2014 
Shelby Office: 712-544-2020 

PHI. 
INSURANCE 
SERVICES 
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are fo11nd at Lapke's peaceful "Get-away" guest house 
Jill, a recent graduate of Iowa State, 
Omaha. The sixteen grandcluldren 
Jove to VIStt (and why wouldn't 
they?) 

Bernard and Joanne I'3JSC 

Arabian horses. registered under !he 
trade name of • Berjo •. a 
combination of letters from !heir 
names. Berjo is used as a prefix for 
the name of each horse, and used 
only by horses registered on the 
farm. 

In 1996, Bernard attended !he 
Intemauonal Endurance Race at 
Junction City, Kansas as a crew­
member for the U.S. team The 
race was I 00 miles across country. 
With four members on each team 

~~~~~~~~:£;~~~~.:.:::SZ.2:!.J~ 1l1e teams were from 17 world 

Two of the registered Arabian horses for which the Lapkes 
are famous. Pictured lazily enjoying the sunshine are Berjo 
Beau and Berjo Jaydaar. 

countries 
The race began at 6:30 a.m .. 

WJ!h 78 horses starUng. and 33 
completmg the race m the allotted 
time (ten hours of ric.ling time). 

Continued from Page 6 
mtendmg to glue and return it Of 
course. you can guess what 
happened' He forgot about II until 

he happened to open !he trunk later. 

/ 
But he d1d rep31r it and bnng it 
back. sull very embarrassed about 
it. • 

Joanne docs all the clearung and 
mamtenance. with help from 
Bernard and sometimes a ne1ghbor 
lady. She cooks meals for the 
pheasant hunters each year. and will 
cater anruversary or wedding events 

The Endurance Race ha~ a 
upon request. Otherwise the guests veterinarian check approximately 
bnng their own food and do their every 20 miles. and horse11 are 
own cooking. Joanne also adds morutored for pulse. resplf31lon and 
special touches such as flower condiuon The crew ass1sts the 
arrangements in the rooms, colorful horse and rider through the vet 
toss p11lows. area rugs. etc. "I try check by cooling !he horses. etc. 
to make it look like a home". she The U.S. team won the event: 
said. "not JUSt a place to stay." (It France was second and Switzerland 
<kles!) lh1rd. One pomt of Interest was that 

Joanne and Bernard's children are the Swiss team had leased a horse 
Cindy Pryor, Woodbine: Nancy from a lady m Wisconsin. His 
Coenen. Omaha: Denise Baldwm, name was Beljo Thor. and had been 
Dunlap; Leo. Earling: Trish Kuehl, rrused and tramed on the Lapke 
Omaha: Tom, Bellevue, Iowa and farm! 

~--------------------~ Bernard also spends part-time 
working with J1m and Ruth 
Schaben's thoroughbred horses at 
their Dunlap farm. 

(712) 643-2281 

LARRY MALONE BULLDOZING 
Terraces • Waterways • General Bulldozing 

1109 Montague* Dunlap, Iowa 51529 

Bernard and Joanne lease their 
cropland to a ne1ghbor. but 
mamtain lhe cow herd. pasture and 
hayland. M1mmum ullage IS 

practiced and careful attenuon pa.1d 
to the mruntenance of terraces, 
waterways and headlands. 

The farm has !he firSt 

Cogdill Farm Supply, Inc 
DUHUP,IA 51529 DOW CrrY,IA51521 PANAMA, lA 51562 LOGAN, lA 51546 

€43-5360 674-3344 -.2S35 644-2540 
-23S-5360 

Grind & Mix • Health Aids o Custom Spraying • F~ed • Grain • See<l • Fertilizer 

* Purina Chows 
Receiving Chow 
Cattle Liquid Supplements 
Hay Starters & Supplements 
Horse Chows 

* Fertilizers 
Dry, Liquid & Ammonia 
Custom Application 
Soil Testing 

• Western QLF 
Liquids & Protein Tubs 

*Equipment * Livestock Equipment * Seeds 

* Grain 
Buy & Sell Grain 
Grain Storage 
Trucking 
Grain Bank Service 

J & M Wagons 
Peck Augers 
Buffalo Scrapers 
Sprayers & Parts 

Sioux Gates Dekalb Corn & Beans 
Husky Feeders Golden Harvest Com & Beans 
Brock Bins Peterson Beddick Grasses 

. ~ -~ -

Joanne, seated at the large table which invites one and all 
to sit and enjoy a meal together. play cards, or just chat. 

conservation plan wntten m Shelby 
County. The firSt terraces were 
built m lhe early 40's with an Allis 
Chalmers and a 2-16 pull-type 
plow. Since that llme. all the land 
has been terraced. and ll)Ostlhrough 
cost-share programs. 

The ponds on the propeny are 
moslly structures of the Mill­
Picayune Watershed program. 
Bernard's falher, Zeno, was very 
active In the watershed program 
Today, the water from thiS area IS 
controlled and no longer floods Lhe 
Boyer Valley. 

Bernard and Joanne are 
memlx:rs of the lntemauonal 
Arab1an Horse Association, very 
acuve m community aff31rS and 
attend St. Patrick's Church m 
DunJap 

NEIL JENSEN 
CONSTRUCTION, 

INC. 
Neil and Bette 

2804190/h TRL. Woodbine 
Grading, Road Building , 
Soil Conservation Work 

Earth Moving 
of all Kinds 

712-647-2938 
Also hve new and used 

culverts, bridge stringers, 
piling & plank 

I iiNZE 2600 Planters 
::~;:::.:':!::r,::~\:~·rh·.~~~:~~r· .. "'""' • 
4 ROW 6 ROW 8 ROW W 1 
12 Row N. W; 16 Row H sizes. 

Planting to trans11ort Ia seconlls! 

uaull1 or 111Yt tellrtl5l'!~~ ~~Jn:!~=~ d,~:~ disc openers. 
or lnterplan w 

• nits wnrame & row-unit 
•preclsloD Dlacem,ent P~~~n: restdue management 
mtd. attachments or s .-.....-:r--'1 
reQuirements! 

See your Kinze dealer today! 

Sorensen Equipment 
Box 446, Harlan, lA 51537 

Ph. 755·2455 
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Heidebrink pleased that 80,000 seedling trees 
planted in Iowa within a 30-day period 

weighted average of solls and 
arrive at the annual rental rate If 
a tree planting was done. Then 
the fanner ean decide If the 
program Is feasible for h1s 
operation. 

'To clarify, If a farmer bas a 
pasture he has been renttng out 
for $25 to $30 per acre, and he 
can put In a 150-footzone at 
rates as high as $175 per acre, 
the financial advantage of dotng 
!-.O Is pretty obVious That Is also 
true of the enVironmental 
benefits. and most farmers take 
thallnlo consideration as well. 
They can enroll for a period of 
I 0 to 15 years tn the Riparian 
Buffer Program. They will be 
paid the equivalent rental rate 
as long as they maJntaJn the 
area as required under the CRP 
rontracl. and refrain from 
grazing IL" 

Greg and Russ Kurth, Harrison District Conservationist. 
d1scuss plans for tree planting operations to be carried 
o1rt ln Harrison and neaJby Counties. 

Obviously many farmers have 
found the plan advantageous. 
and Greg's servtces are in great 
demand. As stated In the tlrst 
paragraph. 80,000 seedJ.Ing have 
been planted this year. and 
more will be done tn the fall. 'We 
planted 7,775 on one day." Greg 
said, "but the average Is around 
4 ,000 per day. Planting Is done 
In the sprtng. but some riparian 
areas have been so wet that 
planting was deferred untll fall." 

by Lou WaJte 

Greg Heldebrink of Nemaha 
Is obviously a young man who 
takes his Job seriously. In so 
doing. he covers a lot of territory. 
wtth the "locus focus" being on 
northwestern Iowa. Thanks to 
Greg and the program he 
promotes. wtlhln a 30·day 
~nod, 80,000 seedling trees 
were planted tn Iowa. 

Greg grew up on a farm near 
Luther In Boone County. He 
graduated from United 
Commun.lty High School. 
located rurally between Boone 
and Ames. In 1993. he received a 
degree tn Fore!!try from Iowa 
State University. 

For one year foUowtng 
graduation . Greg was employed 
on a tree farm near Ankeny. 
Then he accepted a position 
wtth Missouri and Mississippi 
Divide Resource Conservation 
and Development. more 
commonly known as M & M 
RC&D 

The M & M office Is tn Sac 
City. and serves the six county 
area of Sac. CarroU. Crawford. 
Greene, Guthrie and Audubon. 
Greg works with the Forestry 
Servtce Program (FSP). a full 
circle" forestry regime. As 
explained above. he trovels 
state-wide wheR required. and at 
the Ume of the lntervtew. was 
cal!Jng upon landowners in 
Harrison and Shelby Counties. 

Greg explained that a full 
circle forestry program lncludb 
Umber stand Improvement. 
dJsease Identification. and the 
enure realm of tree planttng. 
The trees are maJnly Interred In 
CRP ground. on riparian 

(streambank) areas. etc. 
"Landowners who have been 

approved for cost-share and are 
lhlnktng about tree plantings 
come to the office for 
Information," Greg noted. "I look 
at the s ite and determine the 
soU type and terrain, etc. Some 
areas are easier to plan than 
others, and I also consider the 
owner's wishes as long ~ they 
fall wtthtn the required 
gutdeUnes 

'1 wr1te a plan If they don't 
already have one, and make 
recommendations about wh.lch 
species of trees to plant. etc 
"For example. a farmer contacts 
the office and says he has an 
area along a creek wh.lch Is tn 
pasture He has heard of the 
RJpar1an Buffer Program and 
wants to take advantage of I L I 
look at the s ite and ascertain 
whether or not he and the land 
are e!Jglble for the program If 
so, I devise a plan and an 
estimate for the cost of the tree 
planting recommended. The 
owner would see what h.ls yearly 
CRP rental rate would be (150 
feel of pasture land on either 
side of a stream can be 
enrolled). The Farm Servlre 
Agency (FSA) would then check 
the three predominate soil types 
and the value of each, take the 

With a grtn. Greg commented, 
"I have found that If the 
landowner has some 'sweat' 
Involved, he takes a Uttle more 
pride tn the project than If I do 
all the work. I usually do the 
planting, then notify the owner 
when It Is Ume to spray and 
mow. The farmer may take care 
of these h.lmself, but I do a lot of 
the spraytng. stnce I am 
Ucensed to apply the chem.lcals 
requtred. Many do their own 
mowtng. but I will also take care 
of that upon request Sometimes 
the farmer's tractor Is used to 
operate the tree planter. wh.lch 
saves h.lm expense. It also saves 
me from having to haul a tractor 
with the planter from s ite to 
site." 

When questioned about 
details of a typical tree-planting 
plan. Greg saJd he IJkes to use 
the "8Xl 0" method. He explained 
this means trees are planted 8 
feet apart In each row. wtth the 
rows betng I 0 feet apart. For 
shrubs, he foUows a 4Xl0 
format (4 ft. apart In rows I 0 fl. 
apartl. Up to 13 rows of trees 
and shrubs ean be planted tn a 
pasture zone, and 20 feet of 
grass. 

RANDY PRYOR 
AUCTIONEER 

Woodbine, Iowa 

HOUSEHOLD AUCTIONS 
FARM AUCTIONS 
LAND AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTIONS 
MACHINERY AUCTIONS 

Phone # 

(712) 647-2712 

A tree planting operation ln progress. 
'This combination serves as 

a living filter. and It slows the 
flow of the water so that more of 
It lnflltrates lhe soli. ' Greg 
tnfonned. "However. It takes four 
or five years to become 
estab!Jshed enough to become 
effective. Some trees or shrubs 
are lost due to a nlmal (deer and 
rabbit) appetites, and to other 
causes. Tree s helters help 
prevent animal damage. It Is 
difficult to supply water for the 
large planttngs. so we have to 
trust Mother Nature to take care 
ofthaL" 

Greg estimated that 99% of 
the tree planting projects wtth 
whJch he Is Involved are done 
under the auspices of the 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service or Farm 
Service Agency. 'The program 
wtll have a big impact on the 

enVironment." he sald "and I 
want to commend the 
landowners who are farseemg 
enough to recogni7.e that fact, 
and contribute to the 
accomplishment of IL 

Greg's wife Laurie shares his 
Interests, and holds a degree In 
Fisheries and Wildlife Biology. 

She Is currently a bank 
employee. but "looklng for 
something tn her field". 

Greg's present hobby may 
revolve Into a full-time 
occupation as It gatns 
popularity. He makes furniture, 
such as Hoosier cabinets, 
refectory tables. pte safes. gun 
cabinets. etc. "None of the 
scraps of wood I discard go to 
waste", he said wtth a chuckle. 
"for Laurie rescues them and 
uses them for her craft projects." 

Great New Ideas. 
NewEngone 
AGCOAIIIS 
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16-Speed 
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Box 257, Irwin, lA 51448-0257 

Ph. 712-782-3171 or 1-800-448-0807 

--

JIJD 
left. 

Jell! 
wu 
actff 

Ti 
Afro 

JUnlld, 
11-bicba 
tbey "il 
summer. 

I) Sc 
OOne 10( 
,J!SiaS iJ 
~ofOO 
[crtiJiud 
are ''el)' 1 
-8· 

JJ Sp 
[ettthzcd 
!Idle DO 

~I 
3)1fa 

IIOund Ill 
IX!Csbooli 
~.~; 
'Wraod 

4lTra 
'OOdc~ 

-The on 
the llllsta 
notlung. 

1\y to l 
0[ Others. 
long eno1 
)'tl~ 

About 
lllake the 
0{ l!ft Is gl 



~ 
.t 

• 

l 

. Shelby SWCD 
1112 Mornlngview Olive, Harlan, IA 51537-2013 Ph. 712-755-2417 

Page 9 

FAX 712-755-2381 

Jlm Sharp, Shelby District Conservationist, background 
left, Wustrates a point to students attending outdoor 
classroom sessions. 

Jeff Darllng, SoU Conservation TecbnJclcan, background. 
was one of the Instructors during Conservation Day 
activities In May. 

Tips for summer tree care 
After the ttees have been 

planted. there are a few things 
wtuch can be done to UISure that 
they will thrive throughout the 
summer. 

or even several layers of newspaper) 
will do to hold moisture in the 
ground and prevent weed pressure. 

5) Tree shelters can really help 
get new plantings off to a qwck 
start and wiJJ also act as protection 
against animal browsing and 
windbwn. 

6) A good idea any time, but for 

May me.ans 

education 

month 

for the Shelby 

SWCD staff 
Mav 6 · Posrer Coorest 

The first place wmners in the 
annual poster contest. sponsored by 
the Shelby County Conservation 
Board and the Shelby County Soil 
& Water Conservauon D1stnct. 
have been announced. The theme 
this year was "Wonders of 
Wildhfe". 

FlfSt place winners were: 
3rd grade· JCSSJca Gordon, (Jean 

Gordon). Harlan, attends West 
Ridge Elementary School, Harlan. 

4th grade - Caithn Lemen, 
(Sherry Lemen), Earlmg, attends St. 
Joseph's School, Earlmg. 

5th grade - Marie Reimg (Tom 
& Demse), Ponsmouth, attends St. 
Joseph's School, Earling. 
May 8 · Career Fair 
Jon! Schwery_ and Jeff Darl~g 

techmcians. represented the Shelby 
County So1l and Water 
Conservation District and the 
Natural RCI>Ources Conservation 
Semce at a Career Farr, held at 
West R1dge Schoolm Harlan. 

The Career F31f was des1gned for 
people of all ages so they could 
become more aware of the wide 
variety of careers ava1lable. 

There were between 80 and 90 
careers represented at the fair. 
May 13 - Conservauon Day -­
Ourdoor Classroom-

Students CO JOyed fresh air and a 
lot of hands-on learmng at the 
outdoor classrooms held during 
Conservation Days. The event was 
held at Pralrie Rose State Park for 
Slxth graders of Shelby County. 

The students were taught about 
soils by Jeff Darling. Soil 
Conserv.1tion Technician, and Jim 
Sharp, District Conservationist. 

One of the hands-on acuvihes 
was soil probing. The students 
could v1ew organ1c matter, topso1l 
layer and subsoil layers. Another of 
these activities was making it "rain" 
on sample small flelds. 

1) Sometimes what is NOT 
done to newly transplanted stock is 
just as important as what IS· done. 
Bare-root stock should not be 
fertilized at planung nme. The roots 
are very fragile and susceptible to 
burrung. 

sure the flT'St couple of years is to ••••••••••-. 
make certain the plants get one inch r 

2) Spring-planted stock can be 
fertilized in the fall of the first year 
or the next spring, with the proper 
fcrtiliz.er for the spec1es. 

3) If a dished area 1s not left 
around the tree when 11 is planted, 
one should be bUilt and the sod 
removed to prevent competition for 
water and nutrients. 

4) Tree mats or mulch (such as 
wood clups, grass clippings, straw 

The only complete mistake b 
the mistake from which we learn 
nothing. 

Try to learn from the mistakes 
of others. You can't possibly Uve 
long enough to make them all 
yourselll 

About the time we Jearn to 
make the most of life. the most 
of life Is gone! 

of water every ten days. In the late 
fall, increase to soaking the ground 
every week until the ground _freezes. 

Ken Helder 
Construction 

All types of 
conservation work; 

General earth moving. 
29480 Delta Ave. 

McClelland, lA 51548-611 o 
712-487-3167 

Your past and future 
business 

is appreciated 

Boyer Valley 
Farm & Home 

Center 

"Your one-stop spot 
for all your home 
construction and 

repajr needs" 

Woodbine, lA 
712-647-2816 

Roger & Pat Melby 

Pethoud honored 
Jim Sharp, Dis trict Conservationist, presented Ron 
Pethoud, right, with a Certificate of Appreciation for his 
fine contributions to Conservation Days over the years, 
Pethoud, a s!Ith grade science teacher in Harlan 
Community Schools , founded the school-and­
conservation-led nsture day In 1969. 

demonstrallllg that conservation 
pracuces such as no-un planung 
and cover crops were beneficial for 
conservation. The runoff from the 
"ram" showed defimte differences m 

soli erosion. 
Other classrooms mcluded 

Naturewalk, Forestry, Parks. 
Fishing. Fish I D. Recycling and a 
demonstration of the groundwater 
flow model. 

SHELBY CO 
Sll\TEBANK 

We support conserua tion, and commend our 
former c lients for their efforts toward 

preseruing noturol resources. 

~ 
LENDER 
"" ...... 
Offices (oreo code 712); 

Harlan, 755-5 11 2 Shelby 5 44- 2626 
Elk llorn, 764- 5067 Panomo, 489-2424 

Portsm ou th , 743 - 2715 Irwin, 782- 3155 
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.:-~~-----r'lVP'IIiJI."SSIs...,itm"ls to the_ Czech and Slovak Republics 
Western Europe or the Unned 

Kelly Summy, left, and Russ Kurth chuckle over Kelly's 
recollection of a h umorous event whJch occurred during 
Summy's sojourn ln t he Slovak Republlc. 

by Lou Waite 

Kelly Summy of Midwest Ag 
Serv1ces. Inc and Gary Thten of 
Thten Farm Management, Inc .. 
both m Counc1l Bluffs. have had 
an experience which many would 
envy. They were gtven the 
opportunity to v1s11 the Czech 
(llllen) aod Slovak (Summy) 
Republics, both in 1994 and 
1995. As members of spectalty 
teams they had the chance to 
observe agricultural and agn­
business practices, then help 
advise and assiSt the farmers there 
in bnngmg about unproved 

methods of productJon, fmanctal 
management, etc. The project was 
sponsored by Iowa State 
Universlly. vta a grant from the 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (AID) program. 

This IS the ftrSt m a series of 
articles concerrung the project. 

Oyecyjew 
Robert W. Jolly. Professor of 

Econom1cs atlSU, stated: 
"The CFSR is an mdustnal 

country. Agriculture, m tenns of 
its contnbution to the gross 
national product (GNP) or 
emolovment is comparable to 

l 

Dunlap 
Farmers Co-op 

Offers a full line of 
products and services 

• 

FEED - FERTIUZER - CHEMICALS 
FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 

CUSTOM APPUCATION & GWNDING 
GAS & DIESEL FUEL DEUVERY 

OIL & GRFASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BA'I"I'EWES - n»ARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 

FENCING SUPPUES - REPAIRS 
CUSTOM APPUCATION & GRINDING 

GAS & DIESEL FUEL DELIVERY 
OIL & GREASE PRODUCTS 
TIRES - BA'I"I'EWFS - PARTS 
VEHICLE SERVICE WORK 

GRAIN MARKETING - STORAGE, 
DRYING AND HAUUNG 

ON -mE-FARM TIRE REPAIR 
AND MANY OmER SERVICES 

Elevator (712) 643-5342 
Shop (712) 643-5993 

States. Technological 
Improvements m agncultural 
production have resulled in a shift 
of labor to other sectors of the 
economy Dcspue agricullure's 
apparent decline 1n Importance, 
successful pnvatizauon of th1s 
SCI: tor 111 the C.tech and Slovak 
Repubhcs 1s a strateg1eally cnucal 
1ssue. Agnculture and agribusmess 
nrc lied to several objectives for 
both Republics 1e. food securitY 
export growth. tmport 
suhsutullon: rural development 
and pohucal stability 
cnvtrorunental quality 

Although pnvatuauon efforts 
m the Republics w1ll tend to 
emphas1ze manufactunng and 
serv1ces. the agricullural food. 
forestry and natural resource 
sectors must successfully make 
transttion to a market economy 
Frulure to do so will scnously 
jOOpard1ze pnvauzauon m the non­
ag sector." 

This museum is the restored residence of a formerly 
lnOuenti.al famlly which Oed Slovak.la during World War 
n. Photo by Kelly Summy. 

"Before attemptmg to mtroduce 
a new mode of operauon, ooe has 
to understand the old. In the past, 
under Communist rule, owoersh1p 
of all means of producuon was 
e1ther state or group (collective) 
owned. The basis for managing 
the economy and all economic 
untts was the plan. Developed by 
the state, the plan had the status of 
law. The workers had no part m 
developing it. 

'"The plan established a target 
rate for econorruc growth and 
production quotas for each 
econom1c untt. The jOb ot the 
manager was to meet the 
production order. A system of 
taxes and subsidies was used to 
rcdislribute income and support 
socially destrable but unprofitable 
enterprises. (Everyone was 
employed, but in order for tht.s to 
be so. many were g1ven "busy 
work" to do.) 

'Flll3llCial markets d1d not 
ex1st. Funds followed real 
resources prescribed by the plan 
The banking system was part of 
the treasury. Extension funds for 
cap1tal mvcstment reflected 
econom1c and social objectives 
specified 10 the plan. 

"Plan Objectives lllCiuded full 
employment, guaranteed pension, 
health care and educatJon." 

Summy: "Origmally each 
collecuve was made up of several 
small villages about 5 or 6 

Woodbine 

lcilometers apart. People d1dn'tlive 
on the farms, but in the villages, 
travelmg from there to the farms 
to work The government ass1gned 
each worker a JOb. They were told 
what to produce, and some of the 
crops weren't necessarily swted 10 
the cl.unate. There were quotas 10 
meet, but it d.Jdn't matter how hard 
they worked for they got paid the 
same. There was no incenllve to 
produce more. talce care of the 
equipment or learn anythmg new. 
There was no employee 
management. and no chance 10 
develop aoy econormc background. 
The people were conditioned to 
thiS. so when times changed. it 
became a struggle for them to 
become f ami bar with a dtff erent 
system. That was the team goal -­
to try to help them develop 
strategtc management. dectsioo 
malong, pecsonnel management, 
asset and liabtllty restructunng, 
marketing, modernization. etc." 

T hien: "Our purpose was to 
assiSt them m changing from a 
demand economy to a supply and 
demand economy. The old ways 
obv1ously sufled creativity and 
prevented people from lookmg at 
and analyzmg d1fferent opuons. 
There was no mcentive m thetr 
busmess structure for them to take 
nsks. I got the 1mpress10n that 
before Commumsm failed. the 
people were led to believe they 
were leadmg the world 111 
technology and agriculture. But 
after the "wall" came down. they 

0 il Company 

Top quality 
Fast, efficient 

fuel 
seruice 

Dwight & Marian Mills 
712- 647 -2 217, Woodbine, 1 n 

realtzed they had been misled. So 
when we were there, they were tn 

a snuauon where the agricultural 
structure was being rcorgaruzed. 

Summy: "Unemployment was 
high. because once the republic 
had 10 become self-sufficient and 
show a profit, 11 was necessary 10 
lay off some of the workers. And 
the difficulty in finding new jobs 
(which were scarce to nooe) had 10 
do with the fact that most of the 
workers were trained 10 do only 
one thing. and that is all they 
knew how to do. With 
unemployment so h1gh and 
economy so low. 11 created a 
vicious cycle which would talce 
years to overcome. Actually, they 
had more or less gone back to a 
barter system. since there was no 
cash flow." 

Thien: • Another problem the 
country was havmg was in trymg 
to comply w1th a new law which 
said the land formerly confiscated 
bv the Commurust party bad to go 
back to 1L~ ongmal owners or 
heirs. or resuruuon be made to 
them. Actually. the people never 
lost thetr nl!hts to the land, but 
only the nght to use 11. They were 
forced to put it mto the collectJve 
operations" 

Summy: 'Much of the land 
had belonged to Jews who were 
extenmnated durin I! World War II . 

JIM SCHABEN 
REAL ESTATE 

SELLING BY AUCTION 
& PRIVATE LISTING 

JOHN A. HANSEN, 
ASSOCIATE BROKER 

LOG AN , lA 51 546 
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"broaden horizons" for all concerned 

Shown In the photo, left to right, a Slovak agronomist ; 
Dana Markova., interpreter from Slovak.la; Kelly Summy, 
consultant; Nina Jurewicz, American citizen Uvlng in 
Bratislava, serving as ln-conntry coordinator; M1lan 
Biros, President of Zborov Collective; Lee Killmer, USA. 
consulta.nt and ISU dairy speclaUst; Pavel Bodor, 
President of Ozd•ny Collective; FWp Sabol, President of 
Cecejovce Collective. Pboto by Summy. 

and no heirs existed. The state still 
owned that land. and 11 could be 
sold. But no one had tlle money to 
buy land, even tllough its value 
was low. And the state would nOt 
sell the land to outsidecs, fearing 
investors would take over the 
country." 

Thien: "The government was 
also fmding compensation 
difficult. For example, if a fanner 
in 1940 was forced to bring in a 
team of horses for collective use, 
and descendents are found today 
when tractors are used, what 
determines tlle amount of 
restttullon?" 

Botll men noted that laws 
differed somewhat m each 
repubi.Jc. In one. the land was to 
be returned to tlle oldest child. In 
tlle Other, it was to be div1ded 
among the remaining heirs. But 
tlle biggest hang up in e1ther case 
was finding and Identifying family 
members involved. 

one area, as preVIously mentioned. 
the available labor force is 
technically inefficient. 

Thien: "Sometimes I felt tlley 
tried to raise too many crops. 
Large opemtioos had a number of 
associates, raising 10 to 15 
different crops. These included 
com, rape, wheat, rye. barley, 
potatoes (they're big on potatoes). 
sugar beets. sunflowers, poppy 
seed, medJcmal herbs and plants, 
licorice root, flax for feed and also 
linen, and much more. One farm 
ratsed a ceruun thistle which was 
refmed for tlle drug cyclosporin •. 
an anti-rejecuon drug used 
following organ transplants. There 
are only two snes 1n the world 
where tlus IS produced, one being 
m the Czech Republic. 

"Many httle specialty crops are 
also grown. One farm had 1ts own 
lab. producmg medic mal elt.urs of 
some kind. There are bakeries. 
slaughter houses, breweries. 

mechaniZation shops. small 
manufacturmg plants. etc. All of 
tllese were originally created by 
the Communist regime so thai 
everyone would have a Job. Now 
they arc struggltng to surv1ve. 
And that IS why they needed to 
learn 10 gro"' only "'hat 1s 
econom1cally feas1ble. and how to 
market 11. 

Summy: "Many of 1hc Slovak 
farms have computers and FAX 
machmc~. The people are very 
well educated. Our project on e;Kh 
tnp wa' to v1stt three farm 
collectives and spend 5 to 7 days 
at each We would meet the farm 
management team. tnspect tlle 
premises and become bcuer 
acquamted w1th the personnel. 
Then we would hold a workshop. 
usually at the county seat. and 
tnvlle the managers from other 
collecuves. ag management 
people, etc. to anend. We had 
good auendance. and the use of an 
excellent interpreter. We would 
address agnnom1c ISSUCS. financial 
matters. budgeting, cash flow 
management, decision malang. 
etc. We talked about ag land 
management and production. They 
raLSe so many crops that we bad to 
do our homework to be prepared to 
answer tlletr quesuons. The1r 
climate is similar to the Dakotas • 
• arid and w1th a shon growmg 
season." 

Thien: "I was in the Czech 
Republic seven times in 1993, 
1994 and 1995, usually staying 
two weeks. We held ~cminars in 
vanous areas, spending an 
approxtmate two-weeks in each 
location. The-informauon we 
presented was md.lvtdualrzed for 
each site, and we tried to address 
specific needs and wants for all 
phases of tlleir operatton. At first. 
the people were very cauttous. But 
gradually, we gained thetr respect. 
and the next seminar would have a 
btgger attendance. The government 
made a great effort to publicize the 
semmars, wh1ch helped. At fii'St, 
we addressed the econonuc end. 

The Czech philosophy was not 
to dtscourage the private farmer, 
but make tlle large operations 
more efficient. ThiS made 11 
difficult for private farms to be 
established. Landholdings were 
(and are) very small. And smce 
many people are skilled in only 

FIRST 
BRNK 

NRTI ONRL 
of LOGAN 

KRK 
Trucking 

Grain & 
Livestock 

Transportation 

Ph. 712-647-3260 
Woodbine, IA 51579 

"Anything* 
Anywhere*Anytime 

Logan, Iowa 

Seruing the oreo since 1 888· 
CopiJol occounts ouer $3,500,000 

Member FDIC (712) 644- 2310 

Gary Thlen reminisces with Russ K urth about some of his 
experiences ln the Czech RepubUc during several trips he 
made to that COWlby. 

but tllen began including a dalry 
speciabst and a sw1ne spec1allst m 
the teams. because all the farm s 
have cows and p1gs. 

"I mtght add that 11 is unwise 
to get mto an Amencan h1story 
contest with the Czechs! You 
would lose! It's arna.t.mg what they 
know about our history ... more 
than many Americans. I would 
guess. They feel we were 
criminally cruel to the lnd1ans. and 
slavery was equally condemned. 
Not tllat tlletr past h1story 1s 
blameless, but I doubt if we know 
half as much about tlleii'S as they 
do ours! 

"Czechoslovalaa was spi.Jt mto 
tlle separate republics in 1991 or 
1992. Most dtdn't agree wHh the 
act. The Czechs were more 
Austnan and German. and 
Slovakians more Ukranian and 
Hungarian. so they had what was 
termed a 'velvet revoluuon·t No 
shots were fired and no one was 
hurt, but th:: country was d1vtded. 

"When I was there evervone 
had stories about Commu1u.sm and 
World War II They were very 
emotional when telling of farn1ly 
traged1es and what happened wuh 
tlle country But CL.echs really 
want to be like Amencans and 
would like their country to be hke 
Amenca." 

Summy: "In Slovakia 25% 
or tlle populalton arc gypSieS. 
Most are nomads with t11e1r own 
villages To others, the gyps1es 
arc cons1dercd worthless, t111evmg 
and 11'1'C1.pons1ble. One farmer prud 
100 krouns ($3.33 Amencan 
dollars) for someone to guard h1s 

potato patch so the gyps1cs would 
not steal the polat<>Cli. 

"It wasn't difficult to 1denufy 
the 'd1e-hard Commumsts' They 
drove ccrtam cars. and when tlley 
would drive by you could tell the 
people really resented them 

"I found the people to be very 
fnendly and wonderful hosts. The 
food was excellent. wuh a wide 
d1versity. They arc high on port< 
and potatoes and soup. Every meal 
began wttll soup. 

"They also liked their 
(alcoholic) drinks. whtch were 
served w1th breakfast. lunch and 
dtnner The.o;e u~uall y were vi no 
(wine) pivo (beer). cognac. and 
shvovuch. a home brew wh1ch 
tasted a lot like Everclear! Not to 
panake was a s1gn that you were 
not bemg SOCiable. and u offended 
tllem! But the people also hkcd to 
laugh. and had a wonderful sense 
of humor. Somehmcs our 
commumcauon was hmued to 
hand Signals :md 'pict10nary', hut 
we understood each other for the 
most pan. And when we had an 
mterpreter, we someumes 
wondered how ~he/he was 
translahng our mformat1on. for we 
got laughs where there rca.lly 
should m·t have been any. They 
meant well, however. and were a 
good people. who really wanted to 
succeed." 

Next issue .. Farm and 
livestock opcrauons. the 
economy. and government pohc1es 
m the Czech and Slovak 
Repubhcs. 

• !.to! !.to! ~ !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! !.to! • 
• ~ ~';9';:.;. ~ ~...,;;..,; ~ ;...-; ~ -:r. ;..-;;..-;:;,.;: ~ ~ :.;~;'9;; ~...,;. 
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Commissioner p ositions 
t o be filled 

by Konda Slagle, Sec. 

l'he terms of two Harrison 
C''lunty SOil and Water 
C.onservallon Olstnct 
Com missioners will expire on 
January I. 1999. llley are Linda 
Lee Herman of Pisgah. Jackson 
Township and Everette Wohlers. 
Jr of Missourt Valley. Calhoun 
Township . S uccessors wUI be 
chosen at the general election 
on November 3. 1998 

Herman stated she will not 
be a candidate for re-election. 
Wohlers has not yet indicated 
his Intent. 

Any quallfled elertor residing 
In the conservation district. 
wh ich Is all of Harrison Councy. 
Including clUes a nd towns. Is 
eligib le for the office of 
commissioner. with one 
excepUon . The exception Is tha t 
no more than one 
commissioner may be a 
resident of any one towns hip. 

Incumbent commissioners 
are Zane McBrtde of Logan. 
Jefferson Township. Babetta 
Lucke of Persaa. Washington 
Township and Anita Mether of 
MagnoUa. Magnolia Township. 
Residents of these townships, 
therefore. would not be eligible 
for office at this Ume. 

Prospective candida tes 
seeking the office of soU and 
water conservation dis trict 
commissioner mus t Ole 
nomination pelltlons In the 
same manner as for other 

electave position'> 'lt the ~eneraJ 
election. except that no political 
p:lrty Is designated Nomination 
p-Ution-. may be obtain~ from 
t te County Auditor or thr 
Harrison SWCD office. 

The petition~. signed by at 
least 25 eligible voters. must be 
filed with the County Auditor at 
the Harrison County 
Courthouse no later than 5:00 
p.m. on August 26. 1998. 

Individu als elected In 
November. 1998, will serve a 
te rm of four years. beginning 
January I. 1999. Soli and water 
conservallon d istrict 
rommlssloners serve without 
salary. They guide the overal l 
soli and water conservation 
program In the councy. 
Commissioners are retmbursed 
for their mee ting expenses. 

For further Information 
pertaining to the 
respons ibilities of a 
commissioner. those Interested 
may contact the SWCD office at 
715 North Second Avenue. 
Logan. Iowa 51546. or call 
(712)644-2210 

If you can 't be thankful for 
wha t you receive. at leas t be 
thankful for wha t you escapel 

It Is be tter to remain s ilent 
a nd be thought a fool than to 
speak and remove all doubt! 

JOHN DEERE FULL-LINE OF TRACTORS 
FROM TO 40 TO 425 HP 

SEE US fOR AU 
YOUR POWER NEEDS 

Warner Implement 
Woodbine , 712-647-2702 or 

1-800-369-2703 
Missouri Valley, 712~642-4117 or 

1-800-999-0568 

S hown are, lmeeUng front. left to right: Danlelle Johnson, Sarah Faylor, Ryan Foutch and 
Matt Barney. Second row: Troy Donelson, Hannah Tripp, Stephanie Swanger, Ashley 
Auen, Brooke Knauss, Lexie Alvis, Kendra MlDer, Michael Norton and Matt Siefert. Back: 
Sara Nell, Mrs. Banigan, Anna Frisk. Eric Medermyer. Richard Scott (hJdden), Molly 
Blackwell, Tyler Swift, Phillp Craig, Derrek Melby, John Espenmlller (kneellng), Anstln 
Helm and Chris Dlcklnson. 

"Trees for Kids" enhances environment 
by Lou Waite wetland project site has been Flrst National Bank of Logan. a 

established. And. of course. the member of the Iowa Banker's 
For the past s tx years. SheUa trees planted by SheUa's Association 

Hanigan's fourth grade classes s tudents and other students are Shella sought the assistance 
at Logan-MagnoiJa Elementary enhancing the scene. of John Espenmlller. who for 
school have been planting trees The program which SheUa the past four years has selected 
on the school grounds. Some coordinates ts called "Trees for the tree varieties, consulted 
few Yl";ll"'l ago. new school KJds". and Is m-spon~<ored by with Superintendent Ed Gambs 
buildings were constructed Mld America Energy. People's about placement. and asslsted 
becau se the old s ite had Natural Cas. Iowa Nurseries the s tudents with the planting. 
become Inadequate and and Landscape Assoc .. Iowa J ohn noted that two or three 
obsolete. However. the spacious State Unlverslcy Extens ion trees have been planted each 
grounds s urrounding the new Service. Iowa Bankers Assoc.. s pring. This year. three 
buildings not only needed Iowa Education CouncU. Iowa Oowertng plum trees were 
landscaping. but were bare of Department of Natural placed by enthustasUc students 
•- hrubs n tc Resources. Trees Forever and under John's supervtslon. u-=:o, s . owers. e . 

That has been remedied. and Iowa Wood Industry 
much of It Involved student Association. "It's great to get kids Involved 
partlclpation. Now existing on As tn the past. funds for with planting trees at a young 
the grounds ts a plot of native purchase of the trees planted age." John saJd. "If just one or 
.,.,..,..,.,__ and wtldOowers. A thl.s vear were provkled by the two kids In the group will 

jtJ>-~---••••••••••••••••••••I remember the expertence and carry out tree planting In their 

Specializing in 
Rural Realty 

Swain Realty 
428 Walker St., Woodbine, 647-2741 

LeRoy Burbridge, Broker 647-2183 
Arnold Heistand, Associate Broker 647-2414 

Debbie Harris 647-2230; Randy Pryor, 647·2712 
Jerry Baldwin, 643·5130; Jerome Lowrey 402-393-7426 

Jim Rock 547·2996; Patty Kelley 647-2544 

adult Uves. It's all worthwhJie." 
John recalled helping plant 

trees when he was a Cub Soout. 
and remembers the feeUng of 
satisfaction he ga1ned from the 
experience. "ln later years I 
would see the tree and bow 
much It bad grown. and tblnk. "' 
helped plant that treel ' " 

SheUa commented that the 
purpose of'lrees for KJds ts to 
ed ucate students about the 
value of trees. and to encourage 
the planting of landscape­
siZed trees on school grounds or 
tn other pubUc areas. • 

'The students learn proper 
planting procedures wbUe 
helping with the planting". 
SheUa saJd. "Many of them later 
have been heard to say. · Ob 
look. I planted that tree. Look 
how It's grown I' They take a 
personal Interest that way. and 
It helps them understand the 
Importance of trees to our 
environment It's a great 
program. and I am happy to see 
It being carried out In this areal" 

One of the most dlfflcult 
mountains to climb Is the one 
made out of a molehilL 

There mus t be something to 
relncarna Uon . the way people 
come back to life at qulltlng 
Umel 
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Brain Teaser 
Hidden ln the following are 

eight rather shopworn 
ezpresslons. Can you uncover 
them? For enmple: "An 
eruption ln a cook pot ' would 
be:"A flash ln the pan". Get the 
Idea? Find the answers on 
page _j_Q,_ 

1. The studded structures 
that are responsible for 
supporting a construction. 
and beanng the weight of Its 
outside top covering have the 
reputation of sporting pinnae 

Left to right, Babetta Lucke, John Sulllvan (accepting 

2. There Is a far greater 
value to belng securely 
shielded from peril. danger. 
Injury or damage Ulan there 
Is to behaving carelessly and 
ending up ln a state of doleful 
repentant perturbation. 

for brother Jim), and Brian Book. 

_j 
Wl SAT. 

2 

7 8 9 

----! 

\ 

~ • ' 

3. It Is suggested Ulat our as 
yet Immature descendants 
can occupy the space within 
our Une of s igh t but Uley must 
not ever engage or activate ou r 
auditory senses 

4 . The total and complete 
absence of d ata-revealing 
tidings regarding events or 
personaJJties can provide a 
workable hypothesis that the 
aforementioned s ituation or 
circums tance Is aus piciou sly 
dlspos iUoned . 

Corey Clark Is congratulated by Babetta Locke 

5. The location of Ule 
property or quaJJty that 
dJs tJnguJs hes organisms from 
inorganic materials Is also 
Ule site of the feeling that 
what Is wanted will definitely 
occur. Poster contest 6. Partaking of a food 
product that Is taken from a 
tree of the rose family 
sometime durtng each and 
every time period delineated 
by a s unriSe and a sunset 
detl.nltely deters an advocate 
of the Hippocra tic oa th. 

by Koncla Slagle 
Secretary 

In May. Woodbine, Missouri 
Valley and West Harrison 
schools participated In the 
annual conservation poster 
competition. The contest Is 
!>ponsored by the Harrison 
County SoU and Water 
Conservation District (SWCD). 

J im SullJvan was first place 
wtnner and Brian Book receiVed 
serond place. Both attend 
Woodbine Community Schools. 
Third place went to Corey Clark 
!rom West Harrison Schools 

Sullivan's first place poster 
has been forwarded to regional 
competition. 

Babetta Lucke. Chairperson 

WALKER 
SERVICE 
"Your full­

service 
station" 

Lubrication 
Ignition 
Brakes 

Tire Repair 
Wrecker Service 

Highway 30 
Woodbine 

Ph. 712-647-9921 

for the Harrison SWCD. 
presented each of the winners 
with ribbons and cash awards. 

Jim Sullivan was not present 
for the award ceremony. so It 
was accepted by his twtn 
brother. J ohn. 

7. What a human eye and 

See us at 
Dunlap Fertilizer 

Company 
for all your fert ilizer, 
chemical and seed 

needs. 

Your Fert ilizer & Chemical Dealer 
365 days a year! 

We appreciate your business! 

Dunlap Fertilizer 
Highway 37 West 

71 2·643·5822 Dunlap, Iowa 

Notice! 
Eager Beaver Engineering Association 

of America (EBEAA) 
Tallest Beaver Dam 

Competition 
All landowners of Harrison . East and West 

Pottawattamle and Shelby Counties are eligible to en ter 
the contest for the tal lest beaver dam dJscovered IIl Ulelr 
area. 

Plugged culverts and intakes do not qualify The dam 
must be a beaver-designed and built structure. meeting 
specifications of the Eager Beaver Engineering 
Association of America field manual 

Entries are due by August 15. and may be submitted to 
NRCS offices In the county wherein the dam Is located 

When making entry. please provtde ovmer name. tract 
number and a detailed de::.crlpllon of location Marking 
the site on an aerial map (available at the NRCS oiTicesl 
would be very helpful. 

The dam will then be inspected by certified Eager 
Beaver personnel. who will estab!Jsh the height by taking 
a transit shot at the hlghe::.t point of Ule dam and the 
dov.mstream toe 

Winners wlll receive an official certificate. and the 
satisfaction of knowing they have the busiest beavers in 
the three counties involved. 

Results will be !Jsted in the next issue of the Quad 
District Conservation Newsletter. 

mind cons ider to be 
particularly delicate. refi ned. 
elegant or artis tic In 
a ppearance Is Umlted In Its 
extent by Ule thickness of Ule 
outer covering of the 
perceived person or obJect. 

8. All ben eficial and 
propitious concepts and 
occurences will u ltimately 
bestow Ulemselves upon the 
individuals who merely non ­
assertively remain in a state 
of lmmobtle readiness. 

Will the real Sioux Bin 
please stand up? 

c... ............. ""9 9"Y8S 
Ull.a n'4UUfe of tup0011 

--.. -:J.OO' ......... __ 
Hogh "'"'911' liS 000 
ps1 lasttners ~. • . • 

eonon ""9 has 1011 
fotmed !»otallnQ flattqe 

F•c:oos_IO_ 
~ . . . . . . . . . . .. . """"""~~ _,.._ 

;/ . ., '~ 

- ' ...... .. .4-.~'- ----~ 

Ooof 11 ~me IS 1 8 I ~'~Cit 
&nCI ~Og.l.,q~SJHI 

certainly .. It has for years and years. 
Some Sioux b1ns have been in service tor almost 40 

years. Sioux bins are des1gned and built to last. .. and 
last .. and last. 

And, not only do S1oux bms stand up lor years, but they 
prctect your grain too. Put your gram in a Sioux bm. It's like 
putting 1t .n a bank vault. When 1t's well managed, it's pro­
tected and it'~ sate 

Look at every part ol a Sioux bm From the heavy, 10 
gauge door frame to the rolled root edge, every part ot 

• every S1oux b1n is built lor 
_ tastmg strength and absolute 

· .. - _ grain protection. 
• ~: If · Take a look, and you'll see. 

• ~~~~ Sioux bms are built to protect 
• ...., . ' your gram tor years. . and 
~ ' ~ , . M years ... and years. 

4ioUi' 
'·· ·:.."-.~.!-~.;-.;; ../ 
·~ _.,.,..,., 

6. 9 % simple interest, 
subject to change weekly 

Woodbine Farm Supply 
521 Walker Street 

Woodbine, lA 51579 
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Clifford Johnson' s long career encompassed many changes 

Lyle Peterson and Cliff Johnson reminisce about the days when a "Cherokee Scout'' 
contour level. which they are examining, was the latest In conservation tools, but Is 
now considered an antique artifact. Manufactured by carlson and Craft at Cherokee, 
Iowa, the contour level was advertised to "pay for Itself In a few homs." &cording to 
Peterson, It was a great Innovation of Its time. 

by Tom Bottoms 
and Lou Waite 

The September. 1954 1s..~ue of 
the Iowa S01l and Water state 
publication stated m the editor's 
preface: 

"For the first ume 10 the h1story 
of Iowa So1l Conservation 
D1stncts, CommiSSIOners w1ll hold 
the1r Annual Convention 111 
Counc1l Bluffs. Iowa." (Note: 11 

was the e1ghth annual sess1on.) 
"Our September issue will feature 
the West Pouawattam1e S01l 
Conservation District 
Commissioners and the 
conservauon program they have 
d.Jrectcd and carried out the past 
eleven years of thLS organu.<Hion." 

One of those auending that 
scss1on was Clifford Johnson. who 
was at that time County Extens1on 
D1rector. and also secretary of the 
West Pottawa11am1e Soil 
Conscrvauon OLStnct board of 
commiSSioners. (It was many years 
later before 11 became the So1l and 
Wmer Conscrvauon DLStnCt). 

In h1s repon. wh1ch was included 
in the 1ssue. Johnson s:ud. "The 
West Pouawauam1e So1ls 
CommiSSioners take an active part 

what was then Iowa State College 
wllh a degree in Ammal 

Husbandry. and a Vocauonal Ag 
te:~ehmg degree. 

For two years following 
graduation. he worked as a 
hvestock buyer for Comm1ssion 
fums at the Omaha Stock Yards. 
and sold cows and bulls to packer;. 
"Dunng the drought years of 1933 
and 1934 ." Cliff recalled," 
producers were havmg to seU !hell 
cattle because they had no feed or 
water for them. They couldn't afford 
to buy what !Jttle feed was 
ava1lable. Cattle pnces were very 
low. wtth cows set hng at S 1.25 per 
hundred-we1ght and top beef steers 
at $4.00 cwL Those were very hard 
umes." 

Chff also worked on the family 
farm. and remembers he and his 

mother p1ckmg com by hand. 
tossmg 11 mto wagons pulled by a 
team of horses. "My father was a 
eand1date for Shelby County 
SuperviSor nt the ttmc," Cltff Sdld. 
"so 11 was my mother and I who 
got the crop out." 

Chff also remtmsced about 
drivmg a team of horses hitched to 
a culuvator "We had to cross check 
the fields (culuvaung across north 
to south. 1e, then commg back east 
to west), and 11 was very difficult to 
keep gomg straight Farmers tool.. 
pnde m havmg absolutely Straight 
rows back then. But there was 
concern about how much sot! was 
bemg lost. and conservation was 
bemg talked about " 

Chff accepted a pos1uon w1th a 
fum m Clannda as a 4-H Club 
Agent, and also served pan tune as 

JOHN HURD CONSTRUCTION 

32527 270th St. 

Neola, Iowa 51559 
712-485-2493, Home 

712-566-2475, Shop 

m the development of the County Terrac ing Dams 
Extens1on Service educational . W k D'trt Work 
program and we as Extens•on Conservatton o r 
Agents m the county work closely Tree Cleaning Site Grading 

wuh the so1ls d1stnct m conducung ~::::::::::::::::::::::::;;:::~ the educauonal pha~s of the J1 
conservauon programs. Many 
spec1al proJects arc sponsored 
jo1ntly by the distnct and our 
office." 

Johnson said he denved great 
satisfaction from h1s assoc1at1on 
with and service 10 the diStrict 
throughout the years from 1942. 
when he came to Council Bluffs. 
until h1s retirement in 1976. 

A native of Elk Hom. Iowa. he 
grew up on a farm and attended the 
local country school and high 
school. In 1932. he graduated from 

Bulldozing • Terrocing • Build ing Site 
Grrtdlng • Cleorlng • All Kinds of Dirt 

Work • Houling Ro ck , Sond, Dirt & 
Asp holt 

712-485-2 431 Neola, lA 

an AAA farm program advisor. 
"My JOb with AAA was to 
convince farmers they needed to cut 
down on their crop production." 
Cliff srud w1th a chuckle, "and they 
d1dn't take that too well ... they 
weren't interested. It was a tou~ 
sell." 

From 1937 until 1942, Cliff 
served as Ringgold County 
Extens1on Agent, then came to 
Council Bluffs as County 
Extension Duector. The rest. as 
one m1ght say, IS history. 

"When I ftrst came to this 
county." Clift s:ud. "contour 
farmmg was already bemg 
promoted. but hadn't been totally 
accepted. I used to go with Walt 
Weiss. Area Conservationist and 
served a~ adVISOI' while he explained 
about contour farmmg and other 
conservaL1on measures. Walt was a 
tremendous person, and deserves a 
lot of credit for the progress of 
conservation at that ume. He and I 
would dcrnonstrnte contounng to 
farmers. even plowing back­
furrows. etc .. to show how 11 
~hould be done. Th1s was before the 
conservauon di.stnct wa.s organ11ed. 
you understand 

"Some landowners were 
concerned about conservation but 
we made a great effon to reach all 
that we could and give them the 
mfonnauon. There were mostly din 
roads m the county, so w1th mud, 
bridges washed out. etc., it was a 
real struggle. In 1943. the Missouri 
R1ver flOOded 10,000 acres m three 
townships in the county. The land 
never got planted that year. I thmk 
this had more than anything to do 
With lllCreased tnterest 10 

conservauon, form 1944, the 
conservauon district wa~ 
orgaruz.ed.. 

Cliff served as secretary for the 
district board of commss1oners for 
35 years. and parucipated m many 
prOJects which were JOint efforts 

between SCS and his office. One of 
these was the 100-acre expenmental 
fruit farm, sponsored by SCS. the 
Council Bluffs Cbarnber of 
Commerce, County Farm Bureau 
amd Iowa State College (now ISU). 

"1lle fruit farm was located where 
Cow Patties IS now." Cliff sal(1. 
"just off Highway 191. ln 1941 , a 
late frost killed all the orchards m 
the area. The fruit farm 
experimented with ways to produce 
hardier. 1mproved stock. Fruit 
producers would come to 
demonstrauons there, and I 
remember dwarf apple trees were 
becoming popular at that time 
Other hybrid frwts were also bemg 
mlroduced. The fruit farm was a 
benefit to all of southwesliowa. 
Too bad it tsn't there any more." 

Cliff said tha~ Richard Bullard. 
OC m Council Bluffs dunng that 
decade. was a "tremendous asset" to 
the districL "He worked so well 
with lhe people." Cbff muses. 'and 
had a good ph1losophy about his 
work and life in general." 

In those early y~. accordtng to 
Chff, most terraces were built 
usmg a disc-plow. Farmers who 
owned one would budd terraces for 
other farmers. These were "regular" 
terraces. not the level constructions 
of today. Then came the 
"Whirlwtlld Terracer", and finally 
the more efficient b1g "cats" 

"It took time for people to accept 
each of these changes". Clif( sa1d. 
"ln the beginnmg, farmers felt they 
were sacrifictng crop land to build 
terraces. but tn ume. they carne to 
see the benefit of iL You know 
farmers can be stubborn. They have 
to be shown before they beheve. 
Our atm was to do a convincmg 
job of 'showmg'". 

Chff noted that he was one of 
!hose mstrumental for bnngmg the 

Clifford Johnson 
Continued on Page US -----

Beauty is created by God .•• 
but its stewardship 
is uested in man 
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"I have no real bricks to 
throw. I feel that NRCS bas 
been good to mer• 

..• 4'1e Petusw 

by Lou Waite 

Lyle Peterson was born and 
grew to adulthood in Stanton, Iowa. 
He anended Iowa State CoUege (as 
it was then) and received a degree m 
Animal Husbandry. 

He was mtroduced to 
conservation early in life by h1s 
father, and when older, helped his 
father build tenaces on the family 
farm. "I grew up with 
conservation". Lyle said fervently, 
"and knew no other way of life." 

then the Soil ConservatJon Service 
dtstnct office had to "educate" me so 
I could help educate the publtc 

I grew up on a hill fann, but as 
a child always took the ever­
deepenmg gulleys and creel.. water 
brown with washed-away soil for 
granted. I well remember the 
drought years. however. and the red 
soil which blew 10 all the way from 
Oklahoma. As an adult, ll..neY. 
"somethmg" was bemg done to 
prevent these th10gs. but very few 
paruculars about what that 
something was. Now I do. 

Thanks tu Lyle wuh whom 11 

began. I have become an av1d 
proponent of conservation I believe 
m what I wnte. and I wntc what I 
believe. By example he alo;o taught 
me that. whether or not hi.! real1zes 
II. 

If I l..now Lyle. he'll still be 
mvolved with some phase of what 
he spent rorty years promotmg I'll 
nuss him but I cert:unly wish h1m 
the best of the reM of h1s years. 
God speed and God bless. 

Lou Watte 

Clifford Johnson 
Continued from Page 14 

the good of the entire commumty. 
Th1s IS the reason the county has 
heen a leader m conservation and 
all-around progress.· 

His knowledge was furthered 
durmg Ius college years when he 
spent summers working at the 
"ErosiOn Farm", an expenmental 
stanon between Clannda and 
Shenandoah. It was atlhts farm that 
Dr.Brownmg and associates devised 
the umversal soil loss equauon. 
which is stiU used today. Lyle's 
dunes at the slle mcreased his 
mterests in conservation. as weU as 
gtving h1m some worthwhile hands­
on experience. 

After June 30, Lyle Peterson will no longer sit at this desk 
and reflect about a phone caD , such as the one he bad just 
received from a cooperator when thJs photo was taken. 
Bls 40-years of serving ln official capacity will be ended. 

ftrst brome grass to the county 
(Hts account of th1s appeared in a 
letter to the ed1tor 10 the summer 
1997. issue of the Newsletter) And 
through the years. he observed 
more benefits of soil con-.ervauon. 
such as sncrcased produclton per 
acre. better qualJIY products. etc He 
satd that 11 was customary in the 
fort1es rake the stalks left m the 
fields 1010 w10drows and bum them 
each fall "The eqUipment they had 
was not capable ot geumg nd of 
them otherwise," Cliff commented. 
"They created potash domg th1s. 

Chff also satd he h:~d appreciated 
the "great cooperatJon" between 
SCS/NRCS personnel and h1s own 
offil"c when wllh the Extens1on 
Serv1ce. 

Smce retirement, Cliff has "kept 
busy" canng for h1s 15-acre 
homestead. He has lots of nowers. 
and mowing the lawn IS a constant 
chore. He once had a large 
vegetable garden. but no longer 
10dulges m that activ1ty "I hke to 
travel when I can," he srud wllh a 
gnn. "and not have to worry that 
the tomatoes need to be p1cked." 

I It was only natural then that 
followmg graduallon, he 
lntetVIewed for a poslllon with the 
Soil Conservation Service. 

"The interview was held in Des 
Moines." Lyle said. "and at the end 
of it, they told me they weren't 
hiring JUSt then because they had no 
mooey. I couldn't understand why 
they would conduct an mterview 
when they had no intention of 
huing. But r went home. and took 
another job. That was 10 1958. 
Then at the end of May of that year. 
I received notice that if I was still 
mterested in the job with SCS, I 
should report to Centerville. The 
starting salary was $4900 annually­
-a good wage for that lime." 

Thinking back, Lyle rellectecl "I 
had looked at JObs with other 
companies, and had some good 
opportunities. But actually. I had 
never felt I wanted to advocate what 
they stood for. When th1s JOb was 
offered. however. I realized this 
(conservation/stewardship) was a 
product for everyone - beneficial for 
anyone who would accept what I 
was promotmg. That was my 
conviction then, and it is my 
conviction now. On June 30, I 
reported to Centerville, and I have 
never looked back!" 

In May, 1962 Lyle assumed the 
position of District Conservationist 
in Northwood. It was there he met 
his future wife, Jermane (Jerri) and 
family, and in 1963 they were 
manied. 

In 1966, Walt Weiss offered 
Lyle a promotion and the job of 

District ConscrvattoniSt in Logan, 
wluch he accepted. He remamed at 
Logan until 1981, then became 
Area Resource ConservanoniSt, 
based at the Area office in Council 
Bluffs. In 1989, he transferred to the 
Council Bluffs field office as DC, 
serv1ng m that capacity until the 
prescnL 

Lyle's "officta.l" retirement date 
will be June 30, 1998 -- forty years 
to the day since he began h1s career 
With SCSINRCS. 

When asked to comment about 
some of the changes he has 
Witnessed, Lyle said: "We've seen 
'peaks and valleys' personnel-wise 
for years. I feel th1s is gomg to 
happen again. We are going to have 
to bend a little so we can 
accompltsh our overall objecnve, 
which is conservation. Somewhere 
along the hne, I feel some of our 
people have lost the realization of 
the value of one-on-one contacts 
w1th those we serve. This has led to 
declin10g 'sales' of our 'product', so 
to speak, which is and always has 
been conservation. 

After contemplating for a 
moment. Lyle added, "I have no real 
bricks to throw. I feel that NRCS 
has been good to me, and I have 
met many great and good 
conservationists, both 1n the service 
and as practitioners on the land. I 
am leaving w1th a sense of pride 10 
what we have done, and faith in 
those who will carry on." 

Lyle and Jerri enjoy travel, and 
plan to do more of thaL Lyle is a 
sports enthusiast and especially 
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Conservation work of an 

kinds! 
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712-485-2094 712·48~ 3843 

26966 Major Ave., 
Neola, lA 51559-6046 

enJOYS the Sports 10 WhiCh his 
grandcluldren (four grandsons) or 
fnend's clu Idren partiCipate. 

Their children are Rhonda 
Mechaelsen of Kamrar, Bnan Field 
of Atlanta. GA and Klmberley 
Hmkel of Logan. all wtth theu 
respective farn ilies 

Lyle said he will probably keep 
busy with volunteer work, and both 
he and Jerri will continue being 
active in Our Sav10rs' Lutheran 
Church affatrs. Lyle IS a member of 
Trees Forever, and the Agricul tural 
Committee of the Council Bluffs 
Chamber of Commerce. Jerri is a 
fifteen-year displayer for Home 
Interiors and Gtfts. 

Commenl; I want to thank 
Lyle Peterson for fust gtving me 
the opportunity to write about and 
photograph conservatiOn prOJects. 
That was over twenty years ago. 
when I was w1th the Woodbine 
Twiner newspaper. I knew very 
httle about the whys and wherefores 
of conscrvallon at that time. Lyle 
and other staff members at what was 

but never realized how much 
organ1c matter they destroyed. The 
greatest revolution m my lime has 
been from that (burnmg stalks) to 
no-ull and good residue 
management. Of cour..e, years ago 
we hauled manure out onto the 
fields for fert1hzer. and didn't use 
chem1cals. That has been another 
b1g change. But for every change 
brought about, we had to actually 
demonstrate the process to prove it 
Nowadays you can convince by just 
talking, or show10g 11 (whatever is 
being promOied) on the Internet. 
Those first commissioners and 
SCS office stafl deserve a lot of 
credll, for they had to convmce 
farmers to change a way of life that 
had gone on for genera11ons! 

"The qualuy of these people has 
always been outstandmg in 
Pottwattamie County. From the 
beginnmg to the present day. they 
have always been concerned about 
not only the1r own mrerests. but 

Another reason mtght be that 8 
of hiS I 0 granddaughters arc dance 
IDSITUCIOrs. They have StUdiOS Ill 
Council Bluffs, Harlan. Vmton and 
Clarinda. wllh 1400 students 
enrolled. Chff serves as Master of 
Ceremon1es for all the dance 
recuals, wh1ch leaves h1m ltttle 
ume for hoemg weed~ out of the 
tum1ps1 

Chffs late w1fe Genev1eve was a 
dance instructor. and they owned J 
& J Dance Stud1o in Council 
Bluffs, later opemted by a daughter 
and granddaughter. The Johnson 
siblings are James of Counc1I 
Bluffs, Joyce Talty of Counc1l 
Bluffs and Jan1ce Tiarks of Harlan. 
There are 15 grandchtld.ren and 16 
great-grandchildren. 

Agri-Land Insurance Agency 

John Dalton 
Mick Ryan 
Ken Taylor 

Willard Fritz 

Automobile - Farmowners -
Packaged Plans Help You Save 
Farm - HaU - Crop - Life - Health 

"Old Fashioned Prices; Old Fashioned Service" 
Front Door Parking. 

2351 HWY 191, P.O. Box 9, Council Bluffs, lA 51502 
712-325-0011 or toll-free 1-800-247-0646 
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Foundation board an eclectic but effective gro .... n,- -------------, 
Board member CWI' Rabel is dedicated to the cause 
by Lou Waite 

Readers of the Newsletter 
may have noled menUon of the 
Poltawatlamle ConservaUon 
FoundaUon In a recent Issue. 
We know some have. for they 
have Inquired of us 'What Is It, 
and what exactly does It do?" All 
we had was the lnfonnauon 
gained In the Interview which 
resulted In the article In 
quesuon. So. as any good news 
medJa representaUve should do. 
we set out to find the answers. 
This ts a part of what we 
learned 

The Mission Statement of the 
FoundaUon Is: To encourage 
conservaUon of natura! 
resources through public 
educaOon and provide funding 
for acqutsiUon and preservaUon 
of land for habitat and public 
enjoyment. 

Organ17,ed In January 1993, 
the foundaUon Is a non-profit 
corporauon. Its purpose Is to 
provide Onanclal support for 
programs administered by the 
Pottawatlamle County 
ConservaUon Board and any 
affiliated organlzaUons or 
agencies. Since a government 
entity Is not eligible for mos t 
grants from other non-profit 
orga.rtiatlons (and the 
foundation ls) ll fulfills a vital 
need. 

Its long-range goals are 
declared to be. "Acquire land for 
habitat preservation and public 
use. support envtronmental 
educaUon acUvllles within the 
county. expand upon the 
membea~hlp base and uullze 

partnerships to aU.aJn our 
goals". 

The foundaUon Is led by a 
volunteer board of dtrectors. 
These Include Brad Asay, 
President. Richard Gibson. VIce 
President: Cindy Thompson. 
Sec./Treas: Ed Foss: Scott Doll. 
Ron Teklppe. John Myers. W. 
Curlls Hewlll: Kelly Summy: 
Lynn Ford: Mark Shoemaker. all 
of Council BlulTs: Gene Olsen. 
Hancock: Greg MathJs. Oakland: 
ClifT Rahel. Honey Creek. 
Among these are an educator. 
two ex-law enforcement officers: 
a journalist. business owners, 
Insurance agents. fann 
managers. a lawyer. 
conservationists. farmers and 
other professionals. 

Thelr bios are Impressive. 
Indicating that aU of them have 
been leaders and achievers In 
one capacity or another. A 
number of them are members of 
PheasanL'I Forever. Ducks 
Unllm1led. Fish and Game 
groups. The Wild Turkey 
FederaUon. ConservaUon 
Clubs. etc. There ts also a ten­
member "Advisory Board". all of 
them professionals In various 
fields. 

Allin aU. Ills an "eclecUc" 
group. or as one m1ghl say using 
the vernacular. 'a mixed bagl" 
Bulll must be an effecUve mix. 
for what they have 
accomplished thus far ls also 
Impressive 

ConversaUon with 
foundaUon member Cliff Rahel 
revealed that he ls an avid 
promoter of conservation. as 
well as crttters and creatures of 
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SAFETY DEPOSIT BOXES 

WE SUPPORT YOUR SOIL 
CONSERVATION EFFORTS 

field and forest. "I Jove all 
Wildlife". he declared 
emphaUcally. 

Rahells currently pr~ldenl 
of Rahel CorporalJon In Omaha, 
and has served as president of 
several other companies In the 
past. (We note that one of these 
was Lehar Valley Farms ·- a 
reverse speWng of his name). He 
Is a fonner director for 
Nebraska Investment Banking 
Association. Printing Industries 
of the Midlands and Spencer 
Packing Company. He currenlly 
serves as d !rector of Omaha 
botanical Gardens. He Is an 
acUve member of the Downtown 
Rotary Club and former 
commissioner for Boy Scouts of 
America. He works closely wtth 
the Hitchcock Nature Center 
and Is Involved In many of their 
projects. 

He describes his 350 acres of 
land near Honey Creek as a 
"natura! wildlife habitat", 
although 110 to 120 acres each 
year are farmed by tenant 
Randy WilL 

For the last three years. CUff 
has attempted to raise 
Canadian geese on h.ls farm. He 
noted that geese male for life. 
and he usually has five or six 
mated palrs returning each 
year. As a rule there are two 
nesllng pairs. and from the Ove 
or so eggs In the nest the 
average hatch ts 3. 'When the 
goslings get old er. though. some 
disappear," Cllff saJd, wtth 
obvious dJsappolntmenL 
"SomethJng does away wtth 
them. and I have thought ll 
mJght be the big calfish In the 
lake. I am certain that some of 
them fall prey to snapping 
turtles." 

The 17 -acre lake bas four 
nests posiUoned at Intervals. 
placed atop posts drllled Into 
the lake bottom. The nests are 
three feet above the water level. 
and according to Cllff. really 
attract the geese." He saJd that 
the female sits on the nest. but 
her mate wtU take her place 
when she needs to feed . or have 

some respite. 'They are very 
faithful." he affirmed. 

Faithful foundation members 
such as Rahel have helped raise 
almost $210.000. v1a grants and 
contrlbutlons through the 
ensutng years. They continue to 
seek funding. and more monies 
are prom1sed for future projects. 
The funds have basically been 
used for tmprovement. 
malnlenance. restoraUon, etc .. 
of and In seven recreaUon or 
habitat areas/parks In 
Pottawatl<imie County. 

Quoungjusl one example, 
tmprovemenl to the Hitchcock 
Nature Area between Crescent 
and Honey Creek Included: a 
1600-foot equal access trail to 
allow those using wheelchairs 
or baby strollers access to a 
porllon of the park: lodge 
renovaUon Including a new atr 
condJUonlng system and new 
energy efficient wtndows. 
allowtng use of the lodge 
throughout the year: asphalting 
of the gravel road tn the park: 
seal-coating the road from 
Highway I 83 to the park 
entrance. 

The most recent foundaUon 
accomplishment was a 
partnership formed wtth Harold 
and Ronald Young. Pheasants 
Forever and Quail Unllmlled. A 
public hunung preserve wtJJ be 
estab!Jshed east of Carson In 
Poltawaltamle County as a 
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result. This ls but one of the 
ongoing projects which wtU 
enhance and tmprove 
recreaUonal faclliUes In the 
area. 

In thetr most recent report. 
future goals for the 
PoltawattarnJe ConservaUon 
FoundaUon Included the 
following: 

•increase of pub!Jc access to 
high quality outdoor recreation 
acUvltJes. Including pubUc 
hunting areas 

•increase of public 
understanding and 
appreclaUon of plant. animal. 
geologJc. historic, archeological 
and scenic resources 

•preserve and protect rare. 
unique and representative plant 
and animal species as well as 
the geologJc. historic, 
archeological and scenic 
resources 

• provide refuge and manage 
habitat for a wtde vartety of 
wtldUfe species found In the 
Loess Hills and other parts of 
the county. 

Other goals had to do with 
continued lmprovement of park 
and recreation areas and 
support of estab!Jshed 
partnership projects 

Bulthelr main goal Is and 
has been to "make a difference·. 
There can be no doubt that they 
have. and wtlJ continue to do so. 
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Beat the summer blues 
with Backyard 

Conservation 
Lookmg for a prOJeCt wh1ch 

w11l keep the ch1ldren busy. wh1ch 
doesn't cost much. helps the 
envtrOnment and IS as close as 
your own backyard? purcha:;c a BacJ...-yard Conservation 

Starter !Gt wh1ch mcludes the 
booklet. I 0 up sheets on pracuc~ 
and a fun pack for the fam•ly. call 
the office at 7 12-328-2489. You 
can also visuthe Backyard 
Conservation websue at 
www.nrcs.usda.gov 

mulchmg. w•ldhfc habitat. 
wetland~. ponds. water 
conservatiOn, nutricnl 
management and pest 
management. 

Leanne Durick 

Try Backyard Conservauon' 
This prOJect seeks the common 

ground of conservanon for people · 
everywhere. whether your backyard 
IS a 500-acre farm or a flower box 
on your apanment balcony You 
don't have to do a lot. or spend a 
lot, to make your yard a more 
inviting place for beneficial birds 
and other wildlife. 

Children and parents alike w1ll 
learn how Lo use smaller-scale 
conservauon practices which have 
been used on American farms for 
decades These include terracmg. 
tree plantmg. compostlng. 

By usmg these pracuces. you 
and your farm! y can prov1de 
Important w1ldl•fe hab1tat wh1le 
savmg our previous natural 
resources. It 1s a great way to 
teach today's youth to "thin!>; 
globally. but ac t locally" m their 
own back-yard. 

Scholarship winner A free. 28-page. color Backyard 
Conservation booklet from the 
Natural Resources Conservation 
ServiCe. Nauonal Associauon of 
Conservation Distncts and 
W1ldlife Hab1tat Council w11l 
show you and your family how to 
make you backyard a fnendher 
place for nature. Stop at the We:;t 
Pottawattamie SWCD office at 
305 McKenZJe A venue or call 1-
800-LANDC ARE for a free copy 

The Conservation DistnciS of 
Iowa and its Auxiliary are co­
sponsonng the 1998 Scholarslup 
Awards. The scholarship is linuted 
to those who WJU be pursumg an 
agricultw-ally-related field or any 
of the natural resources fields of 
study. Each disbict in the state can 
submit one scholarsh•p 
application to thetr reg10nal 
director. who then selects one 

I application to be forwarded to the 
CDI Auxiliary president who 
makes the fmal decision. The 
scholarslups awarded at the state 
level arc m the amounts of $800, 
S400 and S200. 

The West Pouawattamie 
Disbict CommissiOners selected 
applicant Leanne Durick to 
represent the disbict. The basis of 
the award included (1) need, 25 
pomiS (2) 1eadershtp, 30 piS. (3) 
scholastic acluevemenL, 25 piS. 
The leadersh•p category mcludes 
character, service. and self-
moll vat ion. 

Leanne attended Undelwood 
High School and was mvolved m 
numerous school act.Jv•ues. She 
was FFA treasurer, inducted mto 
the Nauonal Honor Soc1ety and 
was a member of the Spanish and 
Library Clubs. She was captatn of 
volleyball and basketball teams, 
and partJcipated in cross country. 
In addiuon to school act.lvll•es. 
Leanne was an acuve member of 
4-H and held numerous offices. In 
hcr free lime. she enjoys showing 
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livestock at WeSifair and 
AkSarBen, freestyle wrestlmg and 
USA volleyball 

In the fall. Leanne plans to 
attend Iowa State Uruversity. 
where she will maJOr m Ag 
Busmes:;. 

"I think a combination of 
living on a farm and bemg around 
agriculture constantly made me 
mterested in pursmng !Ius career." 
she said. "I've been wanting Lo 
make this my career ever since my 
freshman year when I got mvolved 
with FFA". 

Leanne works with livestock 
and machinery on her family farm. 
She IS the daughter of Tim and 
Linda Durick of rural Council 
Bluffs. 

Lmda was presented an attache 
case and a plaque by the 
commiss•oners at their monthly 
meeting in April. The 
commissioners also WIShed her the 
best in her future plans. 

Two commissioners 
to be elected 

The terms of two West 
Pottawattam•e Sot! and Water 
Conservation District 
CommiSSIOners Will exptre at 
noon on January 2, 1999. They 
are Mark Schnepel of Carson. 
Silver Creek Township; and Dan 
McGmn of Council Bluffs. Garner 

Also. if you would hke to 

Township. 
Successors will be elected at the 

general elecnon on November 3. 
1998. 

Any qualified elector residtog m 
the soil and water conservation 
district, which IS all of West 
Pottawattamie County. including 
cities and towns, IS ehg•ble for the 
office of commissioner 
Exceptions are that no more than 
one commissioner may be a 
resident of any one townsh1p. 

Incumbent commissioners are 
Randy Williams of Crescent, 
Crescent Townsh1p; J. Mike Dea 
of Mlnden, Mmden Townslup and 
Robert F. Young of Counc•l 
Bluffs, East lewis Township. 
Res•dents of these townslups, 
therefore, are mehg•ble for office 
at thiS lime. 

Prospecuve candidate:; ~kmg 
the office must file nommallon 

WELLMAN CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

EARTH WORK OF ALL KINDS 

MIKE WELLMAN 
WALTER WELLMAN 

BOX 39 
NEOLA, lA 51559 

PHONE 
485-2416 

Boeck Construction 
Frank Boeck 

a 12> 654-5682 
Or 800-654-1134 

Terracing- Tiling - Excavating 

Box 74 
Manilla, Iowa 51454 

Cost share for summer terraces 
West Pottawattamie local 

opuon sales tax funds can be used 
for summer construction for 
terraces. Th1s money w•ll be used 
to guarantee cost-share for those 
arranging to have land available 
for summer construcuon. 

The ume frame for summer 
construCilon IS between June I and 
September 15. These arc the dates 
m which contractors have to begm 
earthwork. 

Individuals interested are 
requested to s•gn an application at 

petition(s) in the same manner as 
for other elecuve positions at the 
general election, except that no 
pohuca1 party IS designated. 
Nominauon petition(s) and 
Affidavll of Candidate forms may 
be obtained from the County 
Aud•tor or the West Pottawattam•e 
SWCD office. 

The pclltion(s) signed by 25 
elig•ble electors and affidavll must 
be filed with the County AuditOr 
at the Pottawattam•e County 
Courthouse m Counc1l Bluffs no 
later than August26. 1998 

the NRCS/SWCD office. TI1e 
deadJme for sigmng is July 15. 
For further information. call 712-

.328-2489 
The West Pottawattamie Soil 

and Water conservallon DISirlCt 
commissioners stated they hope 
the guarantee of cost-share allotted 
for summer construction will help 
producers decide to set land aside 
m oats or othet short-term crops. 
This will provide a place for 
conLTactOI'S to work dunng the 
summer months. 

lndiVlduals elected 10 November 
1998 wiU serve a term of four 
years, beginnmg January 2. 1999. 
So• I and water conservation 
district commiss•oners serve 
without salary and gu•de the 
overall soil and water conservation 
program m the county. For further 
information pertaming to the 
respons•bilit•es of a 
commissioner. contact Tracy 
Bruun at West Pouawattam•e 
SWCD. 305 McKenz•e Avenue. 
Sullc I , Council Bluffs. JA 
51503-1017,712-328-2489 

Foxley Grain Company 
Grain ** Feed ** Fertilizer 
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Woodbine, lA 
PH. (712) 647-2511 

FAX (712) 647-3020 
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Page 18 Last remnants of native prairie in old cemeteries 
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Grove Township Cemetery near Dunlap 

by Lou Waite 

A UtUe known or UtUe 
cons idered fact Is that many of 
the s mall, Isolated coun try 
c-emeteries contain some of the 
last remnants of native p rairie. 

Accordlng to Darby 
Sanders, Shelby County 
Conservation Board Director . 
the original sod In these 
cemeteries has never been 
distu rbed. Il ls the same as 
when the Ind ians roamed the 
plains, and buffalo herds 
grazed on Indian grass, UtUe 
bluestem. bll( bluestem. cord 
grass (wlld hay) and other 
native species. 

Many or the cemeteries were 
established back when towns 
were far apart or there were no 
towns nearby. SetUers 

"""~.....,..-------------------.."'l':"'.....,!'B therefore selected their own 

Washington Township Cem etery near Panama 

,JOO.'I 

Cass Township Cem etery near Portsmouth 

W HERE THE W ISE E C O NO M IZE 

ENJOY EXTENDED EVENING AND WEEKEND 
HOURS FOR YOUR SHOPPING CONVENIENCE 

MISSOURI VALLEY, lA 
8:00A.M. TO 9:00P.M., MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 

8:00A.M. TO 7:00P.M. SUNDAY 
PH . 642-3148 * DELl 642-4487 

WOODBINE, lA 
7:30A.M. TO 8:00P.M., MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 

7:30 A.M. TO 7 P.M. SUNDAY 
PH. 647-2240 

sites for lntennent of the 
deceased. Not all the plots are 
fllled with stones or markers. 
for In almost every case more 
land was set aside than was 
ever used. The native grasses 
and wildflowers therefore had 
space to grow and thrive ·--­
and try to survive. 
· Several years ago, Darby 

and his peers decided to 
Iden tify some of these 
cemeteries, and attempt to 
protect the rare species 
contained therein 

·we contacted the township 
boards who oversee the 
cemeteries,' he said, ·and 
sought thelr pennlsslon a nd 
c-ooperation. They were more 
than happy to agree. So far In 
Shelby County we are worklng 
wtth three: Grove Township, 
Washington Towns h ip and 
Cass Townsh ip cemeteries, 
and have others In mind for the 
future." 

Darby noted that controlled 
burning was done In the sprtng 
to help kill the brome grass 
and encourage other species to 
be more competitive. Attractive 
wooden signs were erected. 
denoting the site as a Native 
Prairie Restoration Project and 
a non perpetual care cemetery. 
A complete Inventory ts kept 
on each. a nd all acllvtUes 
and/or progress noted. 

"We have had good luck With 
the project thus far." Darby 
affinned. "and many visitors 
enjoy the results. We have had 
4 H tours. Iowa Western 
Commumty College and 
University of Nebraska at 
Omaha student tours. and 
many other groups and 
lndlvlduals." 

In the fall, seed from some 
of the rare species Is harvested 
and a portion of It planted 
alonl( county roadsides. This 
helps establish a local 
ecological system. which 
promotes the best growth 
characteristics. 

It Is only reasonable that 
any s pecies which has su rviVed 
since ttme began deserves the 
chance to continue to do so. 
Both Mother Nature and Father 
Ttme would surely agree. 

So does Darby Sanders. 

Answers to 
brain teaser ? 

• 
I. The walls have can. 
2. h's beller to be sore than sorry. 
3 Children should be seen and nol 

heard 
4. No news IS good news. 
5. Where there's lire. there's hope. 
6 . An apple a day keeps lhe doclor 

away 
7 Beauty 1s only skm deep. 
8. Good lhmgs come 10 lho;e who 

wall 

Signs such as these are placed in each of the cemeteries 
involved in the restoration projec t 

Native pra!rle grasses and wtldflowers Oourlsh ln thJ.5 
section of the Cass County Cemetery. 

lP IND m \tl) t a IIlli Ag rh: 1\ilh llll r~ $ JP> ll'(ll) vft ~a mg 
lL.ea((l'lerslbftJP> ((J)~JP>®rtmwhfti8sp L®®byi:mg 

t <m lPr®t~Bct !Ruran H!lllt~Br~sts 

lHierrison County !Fanm :Bll!rea1U 
115 N. Third Ave., Logan, IA 51546, (712) 644-2701 
IEt~s~ Pouawettt~rmht !Fe!l'm !Bu!l'e!l\n 
P.O. Box 390, Oakland, IA 51560, (712) 482-3496 
Wes~ PoU!lwt~Uammie Fu m :Bureau 

110 East Broadway, Co. Bluffs, IA 51503, 
(712) 322-0251 

Sfroeilby CotUlll!l~Y !Ft~!l'm !Buret~1lll 
1208 Industrial Pkwy., Harlan, lA 51537 

(712) 755-5145 
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Goodbye and good luck! 

• 

d Luck 

Lois Crawford of West Pottawattamle NRCS accepted 
the position of computer analyst with First National 
Bank In Omaha, effective June 20. 

Lois began as a temporary district employee In Harlan 
In 1989. In November, 1991, she accepted CuD-time 
employment as Soli Conservation Technician at the 
Councll Bluffs office 

During her tenure there. she was respons1ble for 
construction activities In the district. Including 
approximately 40-!SO mlles of terraces annually. 

Lois and her husJ>and Jlm have four cblldren: Scott. 
Desiree (Mrs. Paul Wllwerdlng). Robby and C'.lna 1bey 
have one grandson, Ell. 

Woodbi~e . . 647-2718 

Watet" Softenet"S + Septic Syste ms 

Dubas - Funk 
Charolais 

Puf"ebf"ed & Commef"ciol 
Chof"olois cottle since 1978 

U55 Osage Troll • Woodbine, IR 51579 
7, 2-647-3055 

Uisitors alwaus welcome! 

Pat Dubas • Dale Funk 
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Student trainee an apt pupil 

by Lou Waite 

Derrick Eckford. a Civil 
Engineering student at 
Southern University In 
Baton Rouge. Louisiana. Is a 
student trainee with the 
Natural Resources 
Conservation Service this 
summer. 

Eckford, a nauve of 
Kansas City. MO .. Is living 
In CouncU Bluffs and 
working with U1e 
engtneertng staff al the area 
4 office there. 

Ed Marshall, Civil · 
Engineering Technician 
(CET) and Derricks' mentor. 
Is as the trainee expressed 
It, "showing him Ule ropes". 

'1 became Interested In 
conservation when I was 
employed at Ule nuclear 
power plant in Port Gibson. 
Mississippi". Derrick said 
"Being in Ulat small town 
was my first experience of 
'country living' . . betng 
closer to the land and Ule 
people who care for it. So 
when Ulls opportunity carne 
up. I decided to take 
advantage of lt." 

Derrick is leamJ.ng 
surveying procedures and 
techniques These Include 
the u se of a Leitz electronlc 
measuring unit; recording 
and implem entatlon of 
data; destgning dams and 
other s tructures, etc. He has 
also learned to test concrete 
used in many structures to 
be certain It passes rtgld, 
predetermined standards. 

"I enjoy what I am doing. 
and I am learning a Jot," 
Derrick confirmed. "I w1ll 
graduate from SouUlem 
University In May, 1999, 
then I plan to pursue a 
Master's degree In Ag 
Economics After Ulat. I 
guess I will jus t look for the 
right job and am Interested 

Nutrena 

·WOODBINE FARM 
SUPPLY 

Nutrena Feeds 
Livestock Equipment 

Chemicals 
Animal Health Aids 

PIONEERqp 
BRAND· PRODUCTS 

Rolling Hills, Inc. 
Francis Harper 
712-647-2220 
Rick Powell 

712-648-2569 

521 Walker St. 
Woodbine,IA 

Ed Marshall, ClvU Engineering Technician. and Derrick 
Eck.ford, ctvU Engineering student Intern. 

In someUling to do with 
conservation " 

Derrick's father. Harvey. 
Is In banking and hiS 
mother. Betty Is a loan 
officer. They reside In 
Kansas City. 

Ed Marshall remarked. 
"Derrick 1S very Interested 
In learning about surveying 
and conservation practices. 

He 1S a good 'rod man' . and 
using the rod Is more 
Important to surveying 
than It may appear. He has 
chosen a good profession. 
and I certainly wish him Ule 
bes t wiUl It .. 

That sentiment Is shared 
by everyone who has met 
this outgoing, chartsmallc 
young man. 

Bing Cherry 
Soda Salad 

I large can crushed 
pineapple 

1 pkg. strawbeny jeUo 
1 pkg. cheny jeUo 
I large can bing cherries 
I 8-oz cream cheese 
I cup chopped nuts 
2 cups Coke 
Drain pineapple and 

cherries. Heat the combined 
juices and pour over the 
combined jello. SUr unW 

dJssolved. Set aside to cool. 
Blend cream cheese wtlh 
Coke. Add pineapple. 
cherries, nuts and cream 
cheese-cola miXture to gelatin 
and then sUr. Pour Into 2-
quart mold and let set 

A man has three names: the 
name he inheri ts. the name his 
par~nts gtve him, and the name 
he makes for himself. 

'Your J{ometown '.Bani( 

1]1]00~[11]~ 
--National• Bank-

Council Bluffs • Mam Bank. 201 Bennett Ave. • Midtown Bank, 1600 W Broadway 
\fusouri Valley • Crescent • Carter lake 

Member FDIC 
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20 EQIP 1998 at a glance 
Beginning In 1998, local Willow Creek Watershed, 

conservation projects are being 00,000 acres 
funded through USDA's Barrlaon, Monona, 
Environmental Quality Crawford Counties 
Incentives Program (EQIP). Local Funding: $ 100,000 
work groups made applications In 1993. WIUow Creek caused 
to be selecled as loeal priority over $2 million of flood damage. 
areas. with specific resource Some residents In Missourl 
concerns. Valley and land users on the 

Staff at the Natural Resources lower end of the ~lershed have 
Conservation Service rated the suffered large economic losses In 
applications based on crlleria both 1993 and 1996. Sheet and 
and direction from the Stale rill erosion Is above 5 
Technical Committee. tons/ac/year on 20.000 acres of 

Iowa received $5.49 million for cropland The project wtll apply 
technlc."ll, financial and e rosion control practices. 
educational assistance through Improve the quality of runoff 
EQIP In 1998. water through the appollcation of 

While more than 75% of the nuttient and pest management 
funds are used In pr1or1ty areas. plans and provide financial 
25% of the money Is available to assistance to Interested 
landowners outside those areas landowners. The WIUow Creek 
who are working on stalewlde Watershed Commitlee Is also 
resource concerns. For more promoting additional upland 
tnformaUon about thls. contact a treatment as a way to reduce 
local USDA Service Center. damages to the land and 

Approved for funding In the Infrastructure. 
area covered by the Quad District 
Newsletter were the foUowtng: 

Farm Creek Watershed, 
10,470 acres 

Eut Pottawattamie County 
Funci.J.Dg: $260,000. 

The primary concerns In the 
watershed are soU erosion and 
stream degradation. Secondary 
com·ems deal wtth waler quallty, 
livestock waste and wlldllfe 
habitat. Farm Creek has 9,550 
acres of cropland. used primarlly 
for com/bean rotation. The 
proje<'l area contains a small 
amount of pasture for two cow 
calf operators. one large cattle 
feedlot and one large sWine 
ronflnement. Resource concerns 
will be addressed using pest and 
nutrient managment. soU erosion 
control practices and waste 
m"n<>gl'mPnl <;y,;tems. 

Mill-Picayune Creek 
Watershed, 3,400 acres 

Harrison County 
Funding: $50,000 

The problems and 
opportunities In this project are 
sheet and rill eros1on on 
cropland. severe gully erosion 
and exce!o,;, surface waler runoff 
causing flooding and sed1ment 
damage The pro;ect ob;ectives 
are I) apply erosion control 
praclices whtch reduce sheeL rtll 
and ephemeral gully erosion 2) 
Improve quaUty of runoff waler 
through the application of 
nutnent and pest management 
plans and 3) obtain at least 75% 
upland treatment on this PL-566 
subwalershed so the 
construction of four planned 
grade control structures can be 
authorized . 

Save water with 
efficient systems 
and healthy plants 

Wise use of water for garden 
and lawn waterings not only helps 
protect env11onment, but saves 
money and provides for optimum 
grow•ng condll•ons. Sunple ways 
of reducing the amount of water 
u\Cd mclude growmg plants that 
arc adapted to dry condluons. 
mulchmg. addmg water-retaJnmg 
organ1c matter to the so• I and 
m~talhng wmdbreaks and fences to 
slow wmd~ and reduce 
evapottansptrauon. 

W31CtJng Ill the early mommg 
before the sun •s mtense helps 
reduce the water lost from 
evapora11on. Installing ram gutters 
and collccung water from 
downspouts to use m gardens can 
alw reduce water use. 
Cho~ing pla nts for low water 

use 
You are not limited 10 cacu. 

succulents. or narrow-leafed 
evergreens when selecnng plants 
adapted 10 low moiSture 
requ•rcmcnts. Many plants 
growmg m a hum•d environment 
are well adapted to low levels of 
so•l mo•sture. Plants for sunny, 
dry condlllons are yucca. broom. 
yarrow. nasturtium. California 
poppy. blanket flower, Juniper. 
sage. ms and crocus. Plants 
wh•ch occur naturally in the local 
env1ronment wdl hkely need less 

BANK 
Serving your financial needs 

at two locations 
Dunlap. 643-5442 

Hours: lobby 9-3 Mon. thru Thurs; 9-5 Fri. 
Drive-Up, 8-4 Mon-Thurs., 8-6 Fri. , 8-12 Sat. 

Soldier. 884-2255 
Hours: 8:30-12, 1-3, Mon. - Fri , 8:30-11 Sat. . ., .. __ , ... , ... _ 

Dlt __ .... 

Management of interseedings 
important to establishment 

Q t.~ad ·District 
Quarterly 

Conservation 
Newsletter 
715 N lnd Ave 

Logan, lA 51546 
Lou Waite, Editor 

712-644-2210 
FAX 712-644-3247 

Published four 
times yearly 

by Bria n Peterson 
Grassland Specialis t 

ll•roughout Southern Iowa, 
farmers are busy intersceding 
legumes and other forages mto 
eJusung CRP or pasture forage. 

W•ll these new seedings 
surviVe on the rr own Wlthout any 
help? Probably not! 

Wlu le there are no guarantees 
that new seed1ngs will be 
successful . there are some tlungs 
you can do to increase the chances 
for success. 

The new seedlings should be 
out of the ground and growing I 0 
to 14 days after seeding. Since 
there lS plenty of moisture, warm 
weather will make the existing 

supplemental moisture than non­
nauve spec1es. 

Efficient water methods 
Tnckle urigation and drip 

uTigauon systems help reduce 
water use and meet the needs of 
plants. W1th these methods, very 
smal l amounts of water are 
supplied to the base of the plants. 
Since the water is applied directly 
to the so• I rather than on to the 
plant. evaporation from leaf 
surfaces IS reduced. The water IS 
alw placed where 11 will do the 
most good. rather than sprayed 
over the enure garden. 

l nswlling irriga t ion systems 
An tmgauon system can be 

easy to mstall. Numerous products 
are read!ly available for home use. 
The Simplest system consists of a 
soaker hose !lull ts laid out around 
the plants and connected to an 
outdoor sp•goL No tnstallation is 
reqw.rcd and the hose can be moved 
as needed to water the enure 
garden. A slightly more 
soplusucated system •s a sloued 
p1pe system 

If you would like more 
mfonnatlon on effic1ent watering 
methods or other water 
conservauon methods, contact the 
West Pottawauamie SWCD for a 
Up sheet on this l9PIC. 

RON MEEKER 
WELL CO. 

or 
*Well Drilling 

*Pump Repair & Service 
*Backhoe & Trenching 

•septic Systems 
*Plugging Abandoned 

Water Wells 
• Aermotor Pumps & Water 

Systems 

"Service on all 
pumps and wells" 

-712· 
Ron 647-2262 
Rick 647-2031 

Woodbine, Iowa 

grasses "explode". In many 
situauons, the ex•sting grass will 
be a tall vanety, such as Smooth 
Bromegrass. As it grows taller, 11 
prevents sunlight from reaclung 
the new seedhngs. The growth of 
th1s eltlst.ulg grass needs to be 
controlled so that sunlight can 
reach the new SH:<!Iings and aUow 
the plants 10 develop and become 
an integral part of the forage. 

Two methods for controlling 
the growth of the existing grasses 
are livestock grazing, and 
mowing 

Grazmg livestock is an 
eJtcellent method which can be 
used to suppress grass growth Jll a 
pasture Sltuauon. It will be 
1mponant to rotate the livestock 
during the growlllg season. 
because close or constant graztng 
of the new seedhngs can severely 
damage them. [f weeds become a 
problem. 11 m1ght be necessary to 
mow the pasture. 

If you have interseeded 
legumes mto CRP. grazing 
livestock •s not an option. In Uus 
suuauon, you need to mow the 
eJtiSttng forage to replace the 
effects of graztng. Mowing may 
need to be done more than once 
dunng the year. 

There IS some confusion about 
when II IS penrussible to mow 

CRP land. While you are trying to 
establish the forage, you can mow 
the area at any time during the 
year. However, once NRCS staff 
members have certified the forage 
as being established. you cannot 
mow from May 15 10 August I. 

Be8Jilrung about September I. 
g•ve the new seedlings a rest 
period. ThJS will aUow the plants 
the opportunity to build reserves 
wh1ch can help them survive over 
the WJilter. 

There are no "fool-proor 
methods for establishing legumes 
into g.rass sod through 
interseedmg. There are, however. 
management practices y.ou can use 
throughout the process to make 
the chances of success more 
attamable. 

USPS No. 170 

FSA announces 
direct deposit 
to be initiated 

DIJ"CCI Deposit fonns were 
mailed to aU Jlldividuals rece•ving 
program payments from the Farm 
Serv1ce Agency in April for 
completion and return. 

These fonns must be returned 
bef<n January l , 1999 in order for 
the producer 10 receive 1999 
advance Production Flexibility 
Contra.ct (PFC) payments or 
Conservation Reserve Program 
(CRP) payments. 

Anyone who did not rece1ve a 
Dtrect Deposit form or who has 
mJSplaced it, should contact !herr 
FSA office. 

REMEMBER: NO payments 
will be paid after January I 1999, 
unless the dtrect deposit form has 
been. completed and returned to the 
FSA office. 

The Unllcd Stales Departmenl of 
Agrlcullure (USDA) prohlbllo 
dlscr1mtnal1on In liS programs on lhe 
b.n•t• o( race. color, n~tlonal ori.&Pn. •~· 
I"Cill!lon, age. disability. pollllcal bdlcf' 
and martial or famlllal slalus. tNot all 
prohibited bases apply to all the 
pr<>grwn5) Pl:rsoos wflh dlsabtliUcs .. ~o 
requtre altcrnattvc: means for 
communteatton of program tn/ormatlon 
lbralllc. laJgc print. audlo<.lpc, etc.) should 
contact 1he USDA Office of 
Communications at (202) 720.5881 
(voted 01' (202) 720.7808 rrt>DI . 

Lindeman 
Tractor, Inc. 

West 7th St. 
Atlantic, lA 

712-243-3735 
Sales: Rick Tasto 
Duane McFadden 

and Lonn Schleuter 

New Holland 
Great Plains * Hiniker 

Kinze * Krause 

.. Your soil conservation contractor" 
644-2492, Logan, lA 


