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DI Sti{iR1.C¥   .€iDMI1`TI SPBJITI0RT

Ihe  f.ollowing  is  the  loth  annual  report  of  the  activities  of . the  Ida
County  Soil  Conservation  Distri6t.'   It  covers  the  1955  ca,1endar  year.   .The
oil-icers   of  the  Dj.strict  a.rc! `W.  F.  :Buiow:   chairman,   Ba,ttle   Creek:     1'Jmt
RossoW,   Commissiohgr,   Battle  C`reek;     a.   a.   Chaliman,   commissioner,   Gcr`ulva;
A.  D.   Bresnaha,n,   treLr,surer,   Ida   Grove;   anq  I.  M.   Fitsi}::molls,   Ida  Grove  is
our   Secrc.t@.ry.     Mr.  Fitsimquons  was   a.Epointed   secretary  When  he  bE3Came
County  Extension  Director  during  the  year.       ``/elve  regular  and  t\.Jo  special
meetings  Wel`e   held   in  1955. . . The  commissio.net.s  h&v.c  had  only  three  absences
at;  me6ti`ngs  during  the  yeai..     q!he   S`ecreta.ry.  `..rcr`.s -;..pP.6irited   in  t\pril  a,nd  has
be.err  able  to  attend  only  four  meetings  bec£.rise  of  c,birflicts  and  ill  health.

...,..            `                                                                                     ,

•.~  *ri6  following  assignments   of  1.rork  have  beeri  made;

W:   I.  Burow_    I   _   ___    _       .                                            .            __      __      i

1,    Chairman  of  District.
2.     I.epr6sent.ative  to   the  Lit.tl6  Si`oux  Works  Committee.
3.`   District  Adviso±.y  Member  -Iowa  /tssocia,tion  of   Soil  Conser-

vat.ion  Districts.

ti±___BPLS:±_9¥
1.    Chairman  of  c6mmittee  to  develop  a  Soil  Conservation  pro-

gramE' for  4-H  clubs.
2.     Chairman  Of  cominittee  to  prepare  1955  acimial  I.epol.t.

gi_a_±=.I_a_=ne,±ife
1.    Chairman  of  committee  for  preparations  for  i956  annual

meeting.

For  the  year  1955,   the  re;oiut`ions.  of  major.1xportance  passed  l)y  the
I)istrict  Governing  Body  aie!

1.    An  ammendment  to`the  District  ?.'Jork  Plan  bringing  ?olicy  in  line
with  current  thihkying  on  District  af,sistance  f or  Flood  Control

..    (the  alternate  plan),   substitution  of  terra,ces  and  land  treatment
for  structures.

2.    A  resolution  to  recognize  outstanding work  in  Soil  Conservation
by  4-H  club  members.

5.    A  resolution  a,dopting  basin  terraces  as  a  I.ecognized  practice.
4.    Granting  priority  for  farm planning  to  Korean  Veterans` enrolled

in  the  ''Veteran-on-the-fa,rm['   trainin{:;~  school.
5.    Resolution  entering  the  District  in  the  Sioux  City  Program  for

Permanent  Agricultu:.e.
6.    ACceptan.ce  of.  ail  f:.ood  prevention  work  completed  by  the.  Soil

Oonserivation  Servicfj  in  the  Perion  and.  Kirkholm watersheds.
The  major  portion  of  East  Aldrich wa,s  also  accepted.

7t    Adopted  a,s  policy.,   standa,rd.  maintenance  plan  together  w+th  a
set  of  forms  for  the  setting up  of  this  maintenance  plafi.

8.    A  I.esolution  setting  forth  the  I)istrictl s  approval  of  the  1956
ACE  program  f or  Ida  County.



The  District  ill  responsible  for  the  administrat.ion  of .two  funds.`    A
general  fund  for  general  receipts  and  ejlp.endithil.es  and  a,  maintenance  fund
for  money5  held  in  trust.    This  trust  innd  can  be  used  only for  the  maint-en-
ance  of  striictures.in  sub-watersheds  organized tinder  the  Little  Sioux  Flood
Prevention  Program.

a__EIT"l__,__END.

`Ba|ance, `becember  31;   1954

Re6eipt§,   1955
. E2tpenditures,  `1955
Balanc.e,   I)ecember  31,   1955

ELftRTEEEnlEfiERE

Cash  on  hand,   Dec.   31,,   19.54
R6ceipt5,  .1955
Hpen.diture'§ ,I  1956.:
Cash  on  lrand,   Dec.   31,
Bonds  on  hand,   b©c.   31,
Bonds   on  hand..   Dec.   31.

:      $    1:8:!8
145 . 34

-                50.01

104 . 29
540 . 8.1

3'45
641 . 65

6oo4:0o
6004.00

Meetings.  watershed  tours,  demonstrations..,  'exhibits,   eta.  dealing  with
soil  and  water  conservation  for 'adulSs  and  Others  were  hel.d  ia.st  year  as
f,ollows :

EL            EEm

i     drnual  Meeting
2      Watershed  Meetirig§'`
i      4-H  Terrace  I)em6n§tra,tion
1      Terrace  Demonstration

4
1
1

i,1
1
5

Waters.bed .96urs . .
Radio  Iape` Rec.ording
Radio  tape  Recording
Newslett.er. to ` C.ooperators
Moael  Farm  at,  4-I{ Fair
Pert.ilit.y,,  Rotations,   a,nd .
:water  coliservation  meetings

cONI]ucIED,   ARrmTGED   .
Q_@__S=¥_Ol.?_SQRxp__P=¥_i

District
tcoopera;tor+s       +    `

4LH  club     ..
District  &  Ida  Grove

Imp.1enent,` DealersI ` Di§tri`ct

Sta,tion  KSGJ.
County  E*tension  D±I..
®i.strict.
District '
Vocatictnal  Agr.•. Instmctor

ATTmroAlroE

The  County  Extension  Director  has  helped  to  organize  .a. special  4-.H  club
project.in  Soil  Conservation..   He  wa,s  the~  individucu  r.esponsl.ble  for  s6e'ing
that  the  information  .aborit  this.project  reached  4.-H  members..    He.Wa,s  also  ap-
pointed  seer-etary  of.  the  D±§trict.

The  Vocational  .Agriculture  classes .in.`'the  Ida  Gr.ove  fublic  School ,spent
most  of  their .time  `a,llotted  t.a  soils  on  s.dil.judging..    As  a  iesult  of .this
trairiing  the  soil  judging  team  placed  firs;t  in.  the. Sac-Calrioun  S6ii.Judging
Contest  and  third  in  the  State  So3.1  Judging  contest.    Under  farm  management
the  students  are  making  their  own  land  capability  maps  and  the  farm  conser-
vation  plans  to  g`o  with  them.



Phe  ''Veterc?n-on-the-farml'  training  instructor  reached  50  individua,1
students  and  45  of  their  li.ndL-ib'rd;  wit-h  an  educational  progra,in.     This  program

.

wa,s  centered  ar'ound  .planning  the  fa:rm  operation  for  ari  ac?eptable  soil  loss.
The  students` made  ff.arm  conser`va.tiop  plans  for  their  individual` farms.  taking
into  cpnsidera.ti.6n  soil  type,  .slope.and  degree  of  erosion.    All  `accepted  soil
conser.vatiop  piac.tic6s  Were .,cons.ide.red, : in. maki}lg  the  farm  plans.

I,

'FAELM   PLANE.TI]tG   PROGJtAM

The  District  believes  that  the  proper  appr.oach  to  Sorund. soil  conservation
lies  through  the  pre-jiaraLtion .of  a'b.asi.c  farm  Conservation  plan. .  . In.general,
such a  plan  Should  i].i.clude  the  larid  use  map,   a .map  Showing.  operating  fields.
and  a.c..ropping.piah.     Tliis  plan.  Should  be .in`suffici.ent  de-tail  .to  p?.rmit  the
operat..o'r  to' plan  year.by  year  how  to  plant  his  crops  and  who.I.e  tp.  insta,11
practices  §o .that  planned  land  use  and' f.ield  layout  can  be  achieved.

`` Eml'ing.1955,  -24  bag.ic  farm  Plans  wer6   c`omplett9d..    Tri§.  'was.  considerably
below  the  goal  of  4P+  set  f®.r  the  I)istrict.   . |t  is  f'elt  th.a.t  40  'br  50  plans  per
year  would  be  a  sound  annual  goal.    "iring  1955  the  call  for  ACP  assistance
wa,s  so..large  t`hat  under  existing  policy  our  goal  6f  43  could  not  be  re.ached.
We  are  .propo.sing .in  1956  that  the  District  will  not  guaientee..  to  have  available
at. all .t..i.meg.. mol'6  `.than-50%  .of  its  work  unit. .staff ..for  appl`icatioh  tybl.k;
DHri.ng  the  peck.: Peri.ods  of  layobt.W6i'k.  this  percentage  may  t>e   ihcreased  some-
what  to  be`.off§e`t  during. the   slack  .mo.nt`hs.

•...                `

AEPLI.OAIIoiT  Op..cop.rsEirvATlch  pRAOIICEs                         . ,

:.There. are. sufficient  contl.actors  available  td  trie `6oop?ratbrs .of . this
District  to:.install  most  Of  t`he.pra:cti6es  desired.     The  inain  j>£bbl6m.in  this
regard  has  been  getting  the  cooperator  to  make  his  arrangements  far  enough
in  advance.     The  1955  road  bui].ding  progra,in  in  Iowa,  Great..ed  some  temporary
shortages.     There  is .also  a  tendency  on `t*.e  part..  df   some  contl.actors  to  put
off  this  type  of . w6I.k  ivhich  they  consid.e.I .qu:iriportant,,   in  favor  of  larger
jobs  such  as  road  bu.i.1ding.

For  the  first  time  in  1955,   Ida  County ASC`  hired  program  service  men  to
lay  out  contourin-g.    As  a  result  the  District  inespbns.ibilities  for  the  layout
of  this  practice  .viere.`rLeduced  about  25`,910.     This   service  will  be  pl.ovided  again
in  l956.                                    .    I

-.,`
`.®

DHring  the  yea,r,~  306  referrals  were  made. i.6  tri6-.work  unit  office  by  Ida
County  ASC.     Of  the  I`eferrals  wh.a  were  contacted  about  25/o  were  interested
but  did  not  insta,11  the  practice,  a  few  even  after  design  and  layout  had  been
completed.     This  represents  considerable  lost  motion.     i..rays  must  be  found  to
scream  these  referrals  and  eliminate  the  waste.



On.e  of  the  oats.tapqing  applicati.on. jobs  this.year  wa,s  a  coops.rat±ve  job
involv.ing  O.Plan  Ehl6i,  a,  distr.ic.t  cooperator,   the  Iqa  County  Board  of  Super-
•v.isors  and  the  D.1s.tr..iQS.     Th.e.. job  involved. installing  .two  drop  inlet   struc-

• tures  on.q  bounty `rpad  to. Protect  gtllly  heads  oh  Mr.  Ehl?rs  f?rm  and  a  culvert
flowing  into  hi§J farm.  thiongh aaeSber -road.    The  County  furnished  right  of
Way..  mate.rial.s;   except:.earth,   a,nd  labor  for  insta..llation.    Mr.  Ehler  frirni.shed
the  necessary  earth..for. fills.p.mB ..a  Gash  cohtrirition  to  the  County  and  an
easement  for  the  impoundment  of  water  on  his  land.    Ihe  District  furnished
plans,   specifications  and  supervision  for  the  installation  for  the  structures.
The  County  has  agreed  to  maintain  the  s.tructur.es  as  a  part  qf  its  regular
maintenance  program.     Tteese  structures  contributed  to  a  more  ecc>nomical  and
more  favorable  roa,d  than  could  have  otherwise  been  provided.

`  As  of  December.   coinract  work  had  been  practica,lly  completed.  'on  .the  East
Aldrich.Creek.i.`Jatershed,     This  involved  thr.ee .drop  inle.t  strqctures,   two.drop
. spillways  and.  two  risers  on  existing  culverts  plus  about  57  miles  of  level
terraces  and  the  Shaping  and  g.rading.., of  .eleven..major  gullies.    .Tfee  general
f eeling  a.mong  cooperators  in  this  watershed  is  more  favo±afole  now  that  the
work  i.oq  coripletedL.     Most  of  them  have  expressed  themselves  trrat  the   substitu-
•tion  of  terraces  for  structures  was  wise;    .Protection  of  the...hillside. slopes

.   is  becoming  more. and  ffi¢ife.  Smporta,nt   to  th6n*   ..
.,

..  Work` unit  P.ersonnel  ha.ve  developed. a  method. for.  build.irig  rlevel  terraces
..vy.i:t.h a  .brilld.ozer  mounted  on  a  farm  tractor,   a  mold-board  Plow  and.  a.  spr`ing

tooth.har.row..   These  are ,.all  implements  rea.d.ily  avail.able  .to  our. .cooperators.
Pr.ellimina,ry  cost  studies  .indicate. that .t.he, co.st  riill.  vary. fron 5¢ per` linear
foot  on  gentle  slopes  to  5  to  6¢  per.:.foot  on  st.ee.per  .land.     The  Secret  of  the
operation  lies  in plouing  the  land  before  bulldozing.   in  plowing  the  right
number  of  furrows  at  one  time  and  in  the.placement  of  the  furrows  with  respect
to  the  terrace  ridge  for  easy.`cofist"ct.ion.`.  .1`ie  f.eel.that  this  method  is
superior  to  that  of  using  the  plow  a`1one.

'.  ..The  D1.strict  has  I`endered' onis'ite. assistance  in  lay.ing  out. and  super-
::Vising .t.he  inst.?llation  of. soil  conserve.tion.practic.es  as: follows.i

C.ontour.  Farming.  `      .
Strip  Gropp,ing `        ..,
Field  Recirganization
q!ile  IJ±nes
Open  Dr.ain§ `..
Farm.E},painage..      .      L.
Terraces
Waterways
Drop  Inlets
Check  Dams..

.  5911  Acres
35P, . acre,s

2947: Rods
51645. Feet

-..98  Miles`   iol  Acres

43 . 31 .. Fli 1.e a
15.80  Acres

7  Ho,,
3 . . REo ,



The  fo|1aping  assista,nee  was'' ;fu-rn..ished  to  the  District  in  1955!

U.   S.  I)epartment  of  Agricultu`pe,   Soil  Conservation  Service!
1,

\,

Soil  cdnservati.onist    GS49        a         12  months  sel`vice
Soil  conservationist    GS-.?         d         12  m6`nths. servi66L
Conservation Aid            BS-5        -          '5  months  service
Cons.ervation did             GS-4        -        19: n6nths  s.eivice
I.ransportation and  office  supplies  of  this ,persomel  was  furnished

. Lby...the   Soil  Oons6r'vation.Service                                         `.
!.`

Office  space,  light  and  heat  is  furnished  by  the  General. S.ervice
Administration

4,

`            .`          ,

Ida  County.Agricultural  Stabilization  and  Conservation  Committees

S$215.00  in  off~set  funds  for  the  1955  Agricultural  Conservation
•  .Program
$  459.97 Agriculture  Conserva.tion  Program  service 'funds  for  threeI .men  to  assist  in  laying  out  contour  guide.lines  on  90  farms.

I©wa  State  Soil  Conservation  Committee!

Appiopriations  through  State  Soil  Conservation  Committee  -      $  500.00
a.`1erical  Help                                                                                           I. i  mah year

Ida  c.ounty  Extension  service                                       .  `                              -20  man  days
..,. =,,.

Voeat.iinal Agriculture  Instructor.,   Ida  Grove  Pt±blic  Scbool  .      -13  man  days

Veterain  Ig±structor,   Ida  grove  Putlic  School

RESouB¢ES  or  SHE  DISTRI0P

Cash Exp?`ndi,.tu.peg+  in  G.eneral.Itlrd               -

Camera,  for  educationa.1  purposes                   -

Gherokee  Scouts  for  contour  layout            -

M.arkers  for mar.king  contour  lines              -

L  {:,   I

f£Stst.;I+,     ,

_a_i_Fng+FEE+I_¥=

$  145.34

1

2

8

+60  nan days
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Tile  Lines  (Feet)

News `A`±ticl'es.  `   `
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•   i.  t..ri  ..,3#     /T^`j:t}SirY.€!{:~HT¥!:?.:,i       i  .i{`i{:`i     tit?   :.t`i.:.:   .i-,

Demonstrations  and  Tours   (No.)"                                 (Attend)

•ind±o    a-Sv'  `tp.aLiks      I    .,   .`-.  :i',.,.. tj  '`;i.3;`"..:.    .:I  ...,;:..`.,.:  .,,,., `  ..`

Biithady`  Par.t`y  (No. )
(Attend)

100
20753

',
`\.

I-L=L=

`196

128
4095

258477
'~:'.,i:d.  ,    .
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