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State Soil Congerbation Committee

STATE HOUSE
DES MOINES, IOWA 50319

September 13, 1965

Eileen Miller, Clerk

Hardin County Soil Conservation District
Post Office Building

Eldora, Iowa

Dear Eileen:

As you undoubtedly know, Mr. Dean Kelsey has been named the
Outstanding District Commissioner in your region for the 1965 "Outstanding
District Commissioner" Contest. " e

One of the co-sponsors of this contest, The Wallaces Farmer,
wishes to include a brief article about each of the regional winners in
their next issue. They have sufficient written material for this article
but would like to use a photo of each of the regional winners, as well.

We are wondering if it would be possible for you to secure a head
and shoulders photo of Mr,. Kelsey for us,

The photo will have to be in the hands of Mr, Al Bull no later than
September 18; therefore, your prompt attention in this matter would be
greatly appreciated. Due to the rush, any size snap shot or Polaroid
photo will suffice,

Please identify the person in the photo and send it directly to Mr,
Al Bull, Wallaces Farmer, 1912 Grand, Box 1317, Des Moines, Iowa,

Thank you for your prompt assistance in this matter,
Sincerely yours,

O R 4

Duane Bennink, Assistant Director
State Soil Conservation Committee

DB:bjl




July 6, 1965

Dean Kelsey
Iowa Falls, Iowa

Dear Dean,

Will you look over this narrative of your activities as a District commissio-
ner? This narrative was written in 1960 so it will need updating.

We will have to get together the end of this week to re-write it. I
thought by sending it up it would give you a little time to prepare.

I'1]1 have to be in Iowa Falls at the ASCS office Friday morning for a
defense meeting. If it would be convenient with you, I'll plan to stop
at your place after dinner,

See you about 1:30 P.M. Friday.

Respectfully yours;

Chuck

CMC:em




September 16, 1965

Mr, Al Bull
Wallaces Farmer
Des Moines, Iowa

Dear Mr, Bull,

Attached is a photo of Dean Kelsey, Iowa Falls, Outstanding District
Commissigner of Region 3.

Sincerely yours,

Eileen Miller, Clerk
Hardin Soil Conservation District
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Hardin Distriet nominates Dean Kelsey, Iowa I"anl a Mg commissioner
of Region §; = 3 - ' ;@O
Elected commissioner in March of 1955, Dean is an active promoter of the
District. Dean, who is rs of age has served as Chairman the past 3 ?’..32’
Dean represented Hardin District at the Anmual Conference in Cedar Rapids in 1958
and Mason City in 1959and has served as Master of Ceremonies at the-pasb-three /=
annual meetings and banqets.
Kelsey has played an active part in onganising and conducting the District

Queen of the Furrow contest, speech contest, soil judging contest and assisting in
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conservation tours, ————— —

;r//lsann owns and operates a 210 acre farm south east of Towa Falls. One of the ]
first plans in the District, cooperator nuber 3, work was initiated with Dean's
father C.J. Kelsey, CoJ, Kelsey was active in organization of the district and /
served as one of the first commissioners in Hardin District,

Some of the earliest ‘temcu constructed in the District were constructed
on the Kahey farm, ‘During the 1930's through assistance of the Civilian Consere
/ vation Camp ﬁo' terraces were constructed, Jeld. boome tew=ts war

J “fﬂ‘r? 5!" Z j.—’ /9 €0
everal field trials have been conducted on the farm, Earlier trials of

—NT

reed canarygrass and bromegrass piantinga were made, In 1956 a field trial of
native grasses for emsion control was established.

In the spring of 1958 7000 Austrian, red and wite pines were planted in a ‘
7 acre area, Inaddition 4OOO multiflora roses were planted bordering the tree \H{
. pPlanting pro ject. 500 multiflora wses were phnted 1n 1959. Ta 19260 J»(e
L plaud e 2.0TD Treey, e e
+~_——MgPe terraces are planne 3 for oonthnmtion thls fall lnd Y guny md ﬂ.ood

/Lp/ﬂev E o rneie nrn-u
control structure of earthen fill is being designed with construction planned for
1961, The structure will controll a 229 acre area and in addtion w1l be a

pamment atorage area to serve as a flrm ponde

1% :
xelsey‘s livutock op«n-guon 1ncludu iﬂ'ms and lnnb-,
#d $© beaf Cowge af C!-n/m..,u

ng Kelsey fainily pic.rbieipntea in numerous outside activities. Mrs. Kelsey

XY
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-is active % 8 leHl leader and is aht!:rmn af the women's District Auxiliu'y of -
Soil Comarvntion District Gomduioners. The Kelsey family is active in the Firet
Hothodiat Church at Iowa Fallse, The Kelnvi'i have three children, Mary, Charles,
md Marjories |

othesr | G adheockem
Dean's ‘activities dnclude township membership chaimman of the Hardin County

Pam Bureau, ASC township nominating commttee and the ASC election board, and

Z D Ll Q)M — —_— . —I{@m‘“(

prewious school director of (Flenwood Districte 1
}";L IL; f \( fow U( (M*

Dean does some oontraoting of conservation work with 'his De§ in lddition t.o
its use in tmuing operations, kﬁwwmwm auts and tractor-repair




To: Iowa Soil Conservation District Commissioners

The Iowa Association of Soil Conservation District Commissioners
in cooperation with Wallaces Farmer of Des Moines are again spon-
soring the Outstanding District Commissioner Contest for 1969.

Eligibility:

All Commissioners who have not been regional winners as well
as past Commissioners whose term has expired since the 1968 Annual
Conference for Commissioners.

Exclusion:

Commissioners who are Officers and Directors of the Iowa
Association.

Rules:

Each Soil Conservation District should send a nomination to
their regional director by no later than July 1, 1969.

The narrative of not more than 400 words listing his accomplish-
ments should accompany the nomination and contain the following
information:

1. Age

2. Length of time as a Commissioner

3. Size of farm. His conservation, livestock and grain program
4, Size of family and their accomplishments

5. Duties performed as a Commissioner

6. Other activities

The regional winners will be announced at the July meeting.

A State winner will be selected from the nine regional winners.
All nine regional winners will be presented a plaque by Wallaces
Farmer at the Annual Conference, Monday evning, September 22, 1969,
Hotel Savory, Des Moines, Iowa.




May 10, 1968

To: Iowa Soil Conservaticn District Commissicners
Dear Commissioners:

The Towa Association of Soil Conservation District Commissioners
in cooperation with Walleces Farmer are agein sponsoring the Outstending
District Commissioners Contest.

Eligibility:

Commissioners who heve not been previous resional winners and are
not members of the State Association Board of Directors are eligible as
well as pest commissioners whose term has expired since the Annual State
Conference in 1967.

Rules:

Each Soil Conservation District should send a nominetion to their
regional director by no lster than July 1, 1968, The nomination should be
accompanied by a narrative of not more than 400 words listing the Commis-
sioner's Accomplishments, and contain the following information:

1. His age.

2., length of time as a Commissioner,

3, Size of Farm. His livestock, grain, and conservation program.

L. Size of family and their accomplishments.

5, Other activities.

6. Duties performed as a Commissioner.

7. liember of the State and National Association of Soil Conserva-
tién District Commissioners.

From the nine Regional winners, one will be selected as Iowa Out-
stending District Commissioner for 1968.

Plaques for all will be awarded by ¥allsces Farmer during the Stete
Conference to be held at Hotel Henford in Mason City, September 15, 16,
and 17, 1968,

Your Regional Director is: Earl Weber

Sincarely yours
2




PRESIDENT
HARRY T. HORAK
R3, Vinton

VICE PRESIDENT
ERVIN J. J. KOOS
Shelby

SECRETARY
HAROLD HIGGINS
R1, Traer

TREASURER
RIENTS TERPSTRA
R1, Sanborn

DIRECTORS

Region 1
RIENTS TERPSTRA
R1, Sanborn

Region 2
DONALD TRENARY
R1, Pocahontas

Region 3
EARL WEBER
R1, Dows

Region 4
OSCAR PUFAHL
R1, Guttenberg

Region 5
DONALD SCHULTZ
R2, Avoca

Region 6
ROBERT MORRISON
Prole, 50229

Region 7
HAROLD HIGGINS
R1, Traer

Region 8
GEORGE ANNAN
R3, Clarinda

Region 9
MAX L. JOHNSON
Hillsboro

Past rresident
ALFRED STEWART
R2, Oelwein

President

Ladies Auxiliary

MRS. HAROLD HIGGINS
R1, Traer

Iowa Association of
Soil Conservation District
Commissioners

Box 1471 e

Des Moines 6, lowa

May 22, 1968

Dear Commissioners:

Enclosed are a set of rules for the Outstanding
Commissioner Awarde. Notice that July lst is the dead-
line for sending these to your regional director.

Also, the place mats the Iowa Association of Soil
Conservation District Commissioners are making will be
ready June 3rd. The Association will pay for one-half
the cost of the first 2500 copies for each district for
a "get acquainted supply." The district cost will be
$3.00 per thousand. Send all orders to your regional
director.

The District Fall Regional will be held at the
Dreierdale Restaurant, in Hampton, Iowa, at 6:30 P.M.
Friday, July 19, 1968.

Sincerely yours,

Earl Weber
Director Region IIT

- EW/1la
Enclosure
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Eldora, Iowa
August 20, 1968

Mr. Alvin F. Bull, Editor

Wallaces Farmer

1912 Grand Avenue

Des Moines, Iowa 50305

Dear Mr. Bull,

Enclosed please find the photo of Paul Primus that you
requested. We are very happy to hear you are considering
running a story on Paul in your publication.

We here are all very proud of Paul and the achievement of
being named Outstanding District Commissioner of Region 3.

I would like to have the photo back, if possiﬁle, when
you are through with the release.

Respectfully yours,

(%z oA w7 fé//f

Charles A. McCéiLy
Work Unit Conservationist, Eldora

Pardls phtes LI o0 BTy
m i wt Bk,




As Commissioners of the Hardin Soil Conserv._cion District we would
like to enter the name of Paul C Primus as our entry in the Outstanding
Commissioner contest.

Primus Qas eleéted as a'Haréin Soil Conse?vation District commissioner
in 1963. He had served two previous years as an assistant commissioner.

The Primus family, consisting of Paul, 40; his wife Jane;}and two
boys, Kenneth 11 and Donald 8 have had a long history in the conservation
field. 1In 19;; a conservation reserve and wildlife habitat area was
established on their farm. This reserve exists today.

In addition to operating a 340 acre farm, Primus has been a member
of the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation for 20 years, a member of the Steam-
boat Rock Boat Club for 20 years, the Pine Lake Wildlife Club for 15
years, a 6 year member of the Iowa River Improvgment and Conservation
Club and a naval veteran of World War-II.

Since the war Primus has been active in community affairs, serving
as an ASC township committeeman, Farm Bureau membership chairman, 4 years
on the Farm Bureau Board of Directors, 7 years on the Farm Ser%ice Board
of Directors and as chairman of the Board. He has served on the Central
Committee for the Democratic party, the Wallace's Farmer and WHO Farm
Progress Committee when the Farm Progress shows were held in Hardin county
in 1950, and has been a long time member of the Congregational Church.

The Primus family has been extremely active in community affairs.
Jane worked as a Home Economist for the Extension Service for several
years, for the HHA Service, served as a 4-H leader, a summer school

teacher under the OEO program, a den mother for Cub Scouts, a summer

school superintendent under the OEO program, is a Bible School teacher,




president of the Church Fellowship, a member of ._.i.e Iowa Poetry Associ-
ation and the Federal Women's Club.

On the 340 acre farm the Primus' has 40 head of stock beef cows.
They raise 240 pigs from 25 sows, 100 acres of hybrid seed corn and
80 acres of beans.

Primus was the first landowner in the Hardin Soil Conservation
District and the Pine Lake Watershed to build grass backslope terraces
on his farm. In 1967 he built 9,700 feet of terraces and in 1968 he
again built another 6,450 feet of terraées on hislland. Primus pians
to continue terrace construction, as finances permit, until his enﬁire
land needing erosion control is atabilized.

The Primus family has always been interested in wildlife habitat.
They have established 16 acres of wildlife habitat on the farm and have
a two énd a half acre farm pond with a wildlife development around it.
In 1961 three acres of pine trees were planted for a Christmas tree
venture and farm beautification: Since 1961 five additional acres have
been established to add to the family tree plantation. 3,700 lineal
feet of multiflora rose have been planted in fence row’hedées to provide
wildlife cover. 1In 1965 a one acre crownvetch certified seed production
plot was established.

For the last three years Paul Primus has led an extfemely active
Soil Conservation District as chairman. During his term as chairman the
Hardin Soil Coﬁservation District has had the first ACP group terrace
project in the state of Iowa, developed the Pine Lake Watershed concept in
which mass land treatment has been applied above Pine Lake and hosted

the Soil Conservation Society of America tour in August of 1967.




The District was the topic of a paper prese.._ed at the Society
meeting on how they have accomplished land treatment in the Pine Lake
Watershed; held innumerable tours of national and inter-national chara-
cter for people from as far away ae Australia and as near as Canada;
went from a total of Plant Materials accomplishments of 12 to 56 in a
period of three years (individual plots); has been instrumental in
getting the commissioners of the Hardin Soil Conservation District to
state and regional meetings; gave a report'at the Annual Conference of
progress and activities of the Hardin Soil Conservation District in 1966.

He has attended river pollution meetings, zoning meetings, legis-
lative meetings, and urban meetings while representing the Hardin Soil
Conservation District on both local and state level, was instrumental in
developing a District program in which the urban segment of the community
is being given consideration, both planning and consultive assistance from
the District; helped initiate the inventory of recreation potential for
private and industry; worked with the Soil Conservation Service personnel
in the development of an inventory of all public County Conservation
Board areas in relation to planning, 3,500 copies of thiz report were
distributed to the peoples of Hardin county provided the incnetive and
initiative to state an inventory and consultive assistance for the munici-
palities within the Hardin Soil Conservation Districts boundaries, to
provide cities with the consultive service and technology that is available
in planning recreation and city park systems, coordinating these to the
county and state efforts; and very recently called two special meetings
and one regular meeting for the District commissioners for the development
of an Annual Work Plan for fiscal year 1968—1969, looking ahead to a

bigger District role in the community's future development.
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To: Iowa Soil Conservation District Commissioners

The"Fowa ASSociation of Soil Conservation District Commissiloners
in cooperation with Wallaces Farmer of Des Mcines are aga.n sponcoring
the Outstanding District Commissioner Contest for 1570.

Bligibliaty:

All Commissioners who have not been regional winners as weirl as
past Commissioners whose term has expired since the 1968 Arnusl Con-
ference for Commissioners.

Exclusion: ¥
Commissioners who are Officers and Directocrs of the Iowa Association.

Rules:

—

Each Soil Conservation District should $enﬂ)a nomination to their
regional director by nc later than July 1, 1970. :

The narrative of not more than 400 words listing his accomplish-
ments should accompany the nomination and contain the following in-
.  ——
formation:

Age

Length of time as a Commissioner

Size of farm. His conservation, livestock and grain program
. Size of family and their accomplishments

. Duties performed as a Commissioner

. Other activities

AUV W N
.

The regional winners will be announced at the Fall Regional Meeting. '
A State winner will be selected from the nine regicnal winners,
All nine regional winners will be presented a plagque by Wallaces Farmer
at the Annual Conference, Monday evening, September 14, 197C, lloliday
Inn, Waterloo, Iowa.




June 26, 1970

Mr. Earl Weber, Director
Region III - IASCD
Dows, Iowa 50071

Dear Earl,

Our nomination for the Qutstanding District Commissioners
Contest for 1970 is Chairman Carroll Hobson.

Please find enclosed a narrative listing Carroll's
accomplishments.

Sincerely yours,

ﬁ:;ﬁéiz;ff; ?;7 :Z§;§;f*?//

Kermit C. Whitehead, Treasurer

Hardin Soil Conservation District Commissioners
Box 108

Eldora, Iowa 50627

dmn
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The Hardin Soil Conserxrv lon District nominates Chf wman Carroll Hobson for
‘the 1970 Outstanding District Commissioner's Award. Hobson, age 49, has been a
o,

T ¢éommissioner since 1965. He served two years as an assistant before becoming

;an elected commissioner. He was elected Chairman of the District in February,
;1969. o @46.4ﬂ, |
e Carroll ‘farms 730 acres. He owns 490 acres and rents 240 acres. He has a
diversified farming operation; 150 head of beef cattle and 50 brood sows which
are farrowed twice a year. He has 515 crop acres, the remaining land he owns
and leases is forest, pasture and woodland. A l1l5-acre forest located along the
Iowa River has a variety of native trees, shrubs and wildflowers and is desig-
nated a forest reserve. Another 15 acres is heavily wooded and very scenic with
evidence of Indian camps and trails. |

Carroll became a district cooperator in 1953. He has constructed 4,000 feet
of grassed backslope terraces and rotates the remaining cropland. Crownvetch
seed is harvested from a 3-acre field which was established in cooperation with
the Hardin Soil Conservation District.

The Hobson family lives one mile north of Eldora, Iowa. Carroll and his{wife,
Catharine, have four children. The oldest, Brian, age 23, is farming like hls

21 coin ~ tofFe The UiS,Avm t OFKinowa.
father. Mark, age EGJ isaat;endéaqriﬁWt:ﬁﬁa@e~ﬂaiuamsixaheu1 1B ¢5§§~

Maureen and Maurice axo-l? year old twins~aﬁé-attend

o S =

V

high school in Eldora.

All members of the Hobson family are garden enthusiasts. They raise many

different varieties of raspberries, peaches, pears, ciierries, plums and applwu.

“acih year they sell some of their products. ﬁéetwyﬁ&f“fﬁﬁ&”ﬁﬁiﬂﬁ&?ﬁ“bush@ismg;‘

nigﬁwqu&lihy*applm o MBER-has &iw&ys‘wha&b arr-trterest-din- gamienémg‘ mh»rcﬁ* is ~
(STt

”evf&entfutnce ‘he-ie furthering- hisvrnterustwatmsEﬂvulﬂ Mark. wasin 4-5 and nay

won—geveral-county-garden-awards., Mark and Brian were very-active-in.FFA-while

ok FHA
attending highr-school-in-Eldoras-- Bzﬁan~vas»P@aaidengAﬁorwene-year. ~Maurice.
Spod 5
andwuaareenmaxewue&ywaeE£wem&umgpﬁgsaw§ggb&ghwaﬂﬁggl, Maureen plays basketball

/25T

and Maurice is -out-for-track. Maureen attanded Girls State this-year at the
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‘ nivérsity of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls. She won the District Conservation
aprt Contest in 1969 with the best conservation painting. Maureeﬁ has also been
very active in Girl Scouts. She is a First Class Scout.

Mrs. Hobson has shown mueh interest in children. She was a primary school
eacher for five years. sShe lias been a den mother for cub scouts. She has been
ry active in the Eldora Methodist Church. Mrs. Hobson has served on the Board
¢ gducation and taught Sunday school. She is a WSCS member and accompanies her
 1dren to church regularly.

| arroll is a long-time member of the Methodist Church. He has served on the
of Education, Board of Stewards, head usher for nine years and taught a
school class for the high school group. He served as Director on the
school Board for two terms from 1953 to 1959 and was President on two

rent Occasions.ii%arroll has been a membe{qu the American Legion since his
ble discharge from the military service.kgﬁe served in the U.S. Army during
@r II with the Sixth Armored Division. (He Was a Battalion Sergeant Major

Corps of Military Police. dbarroll has been a member of the Pine Lake .

Club for 15 years. He is one of the original members of the Iowa River

)

ent and Conservation Club.% Since 1960 he has been a Rotarianvﬂ§g;rroll
mercial pilot's license and has logged over 1000 hours. When he started
1956 he joined the Airplane Owners and Pilots Asspciation and is an
fmber., He is;éﬁThunderbird Flying Club member. 4§%Jis a member of the
180il Society and the Soil Conservation Society of America. Qharroll has
throughout the county as an assessor at various times during the past

He has been a township committeeman for the County Planning and %nnirg.
* and a member of the Iowa River Preservation Association. Carroll is-
S€rving as secretary for the Hardin County Solid Waste Committee which
¥ working to locate a county sanitary 1andfill.w;
's active participation in county and local civic affa;;s apd h}s

B TP trpma vy 2 A

lity "to get things done" qualifies him as aayauts£andiigwcnmmissionarw

Presented and assisted in presenting legislative proposals that would

Modernize the existing Soil Conservation Districts in Iowa to meet




the present community nee™s. He has worked aggressiv~ly to promote and
strengthen soil conservation on the regional and state levels as well as the
district level.

Carroll has performed many duties as a commissioner. Terraces were the
topic when he assisted in conducting a Pine Lake Watershed Tour for the National
Soil Society of Aﬁerica in 1967. He aésisted in conducting a similar tour for
the Iowa State Conservation Committee in i969. Two other important Pine Lake
Watershed Tours were conducted in 1969, the Argentina Tour and‘the Ok lahoma
Tour. Carroll was very active in organizing and promoting the 1968 Eleld Days.
He participatediwith his farm equipment during the two-day session. He was
Chairman of the Education Exhibits and also Chairman of the Field Crop Division.

In 1969 Carroll was instrumental in obtaining $50,000 of Flood Restoration
Funds for Hardin County. Helping inventory the heavy flood damage that occurred,
he prepared evaluations and submitted reguests for the funds. Hobson used his
flying ability to obtain pictures that illustrated the flood damage. At
xvarious times in 1967, 1968 and 1969 e&arxoll has 2lse flown his airplane’on
photographfgmissions for the Soil Conservation Service throughout North Central
Iowa. Many of the pictures that he has assisted in taking are distributed

throughout Iowa. g, .
" _Lawb S,p*&a L‘;ammx‘\t&v a? 5&«‘ Q\Swvf*i o bldv“*—'} CémwssfmwQ

Commigs ohey

Carroll attends ever%AAnnual Conference andA,hort Course, anéd—tras—strreeie

At the Annual Conference in 1969 he served

as a committeeman on the Rural-Urban and Recreation Committee and this-year
" Uew hi's Secend qape
he.isAs&¢V1ng,pn the Education Committee.

As Chairman of the district's watershed program Carroll worked to achieve
application approval fer the Honeycomb and Union Watersheds, both PL 566 water-
sheds. He promoted a resource planning map for the Eldora Industrial Develop-
ment Board which will be used for Eldora's development. In 1968 he helped

develop and carry out sound district programs that received the Goodyear

Award in 1969.
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a junior at Luther College, Decorah, Iowa and Lila will be a freshman at
waldorf College, Forest City, Iowa. The youngest member of the family, Ben,
will be in the third grade at Radcliffe this fall. Lois received a BS De-
gree this spring from the University of Northern TIowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa.
She will be emplcyed this fall at the Roland Junior High School, Roland,
Iowa.

Lois has also assisted District and State Conservation érograms. In
1968 she was in charge of the State Soil Conservation Queen Contest. She
was also in charge of the womens program for the summer meeting of the Iowa
Chapter, Soil Conservation Society of America when the meeting was held at
Eldora. She has also conducted several District Speech Contests.

The Knutscon family are members of énd reéularlj attend the Trinity
Lutheran Church at Ellsworth, Iowa. Caleb has taught Church Sunday School
for ten years. He was the Chairman of the Church Education Program OrIe year.
He has been a member of the Church Council for severél years.

The Knutson family do thinés together. They like to tent camp, fish
and go boating together. They even golf together.

Caleb has been involved in several outside activities. He has a
'Realto;s License and is a member of the Hardin County Board of Realtors,
Iowa Association of Realtors and National Association of Real Estate Boards.
He is a member of the Soil Conservation Society of America and he and his
family have attended the Iowa Chapter Summer Meeting for the last five years.
Caleb is now a member of the Radcliffe Development Corporation. He is now
and for the last nine years has served as a Township Trustee. He is a member
of the Hardin County Farm Bureau and was on the board of directors for three

years. He is 2 member of the Hardin County Beef Producers. 1In 1966 he re-




ceived Master Pork Producers recognition. He served‘on the Hardin County
Pork Producers Board of Directors for six years. 1In 1970 caleb was awarded
the Pioneer Champions Club plaque for the Master Corn Growers Contest spon-
sared by the Pioneer Seed Corn Comﬁany. Caleb also served as a 4-H leader
for three years. Both Lois and Caleb participated in the development of the
zoning regulaticns for Hardin.County in . 1963.

Caleb_has performed many duties as a commissioner. He is actively
promoting mulch tillage as chairman of the Districts mulch tillage program.
He has helped set up and participated in several mulch tillage training
sessions for Hardin County. The latest training session was a tour to the
mulch tillage plots con the Iowa State University Research Farm near Ames.
He serves as chairman of the Districts Crownvetch Growers Program. The
crownvetch growers of Hardin County meet annually to receive the latest
information on the versatile crop and exchange ideas. Caleb is in charge
of the District Soil Stewardship Week activities and inventory to analyze
present soil drainage conditions in Hardin County. He regularly attends
and participates in the Districts regular and special meetings, the Iowa
Association of Soil Conservation District Commissioner regional and annual

meetings and alsc the commissioners short course at Iowa State University.




The Hardin Soil Conservation "istrict takes pleasure in nominating
Kermit C. Whiteheaqﬂas their candidate in the 1969 Outstanding Commissioners
Award Contest. $22¥;it, 59, has been a resident of Hardin County his entire
life. He and his wife, Mary Whitehead, have two married daughters and
one son. The son is the superintendent of Quakerdale School for Children
and manager of the Quakerdale agricultural farm.

Kermit has been active in many community affairs which include life-
time membership in the Honey Creek Friends Church, serving over the years
as trustee and on other special committees. As background Kermit spent
(six and one-half years) from 1955 to 1961 in the Village Development
Program in India and the Jordan Refugee area of the Gaza strip. He served
as ASCS township committeeman. Currently he is a member of the county
zoning board and a member of the Hardin County Off The Record Club.

The Whitehead family, in 1950, provided work and a home for a Latwian
couple and their three children for 18 months under the Displaced Persons
Program following World War II. Under the same program, in 1951, the
Whiteheads helped a German couple with one child restablish their life in
their new country.

The Whiteheads purchased their first ab-acre tract of land in 1940
as part of a Tenant Purchased Agreement Program that was instituted by the
Federal government. They were one of five in Hardin County selected for
this program. In 1945 they expanded their éperation to 263 acres and have
lived on this same farm since.

The Whiteheads have a 25-head stock cow herd and 50 brood sows. The
Conservation program consists of waterways, strip cropping, contouring,
and pasture management. They have a ##g# plantation and four acres of
emerald crown vetch in cooperation with the Hardin Soil Conservation District®

experimental pasture program.




im Kermit became # ‘\%v‘ commissioner for the Hardin Soil Conserva-
tion District in April of 1964. When serving as assistant commissioner,
a delegate from the Turkish Department of Agriculture, Bathan Sayan, was
researching the Soil Conservation Service activities in the United States.
He visited the Hardin Soil Conserv&tion District. Sayan stayed as a guest
in the whitehead home. ?During Whitehead's term, the Hardin Soil Conserva-
tion District has maintained its 100 per cent membership in the State and
National Associationvof District Commissioners.

A short resume' of Whiteheads activities in our district's program
as a commiésioﬁér indlude the following: attended a short course in Ames
in January of 1966, elected treasurer of the District in January of 1966,
a position he still holds, chairman of the Queen contest in January of
1966, appointed as the District's watershed committee chairman in July
of 1966. The Union and the Honey Comb Watersheds were products of this
committee work.v He‘attended a2 commissioners short course in Ames in 1967,
headed the District's budget committee in 1967, provided area on his farm
for the district farm crown vetch program in 1967, served on the plant
materials committee in May of 1967, the distikict has 79 active plots. He
was chairman of the District's Register and Tribune Contest in May of 1967m
appointed chairman of the District's’6th grade education committee in
September of 1967, a position he still holds, worked on the 1967 watershed
appreciation days and tour for the Iowa Conservation Commission in November
of 1967, Chairman of the District's conservation workbook committee in
November of 1967, a position he still holds. nNuring the time that this
committee has been active, 4655 sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students
in seven schools in the county have participated in this program. Kermit
was also appoiﬁted chairman of the District's workbook contest in Necember
of 1967 and worked out the details and rules with the Pine Lake Wild Life

Club, he still holds this position. He attended a commissioners short




course in Ames in Januaf§ of 1968, served as chairman of the sppech contest
in March of 1968, served as chairman of the District's Iowa Teacher Con-
servation Camp Committee in April of 1968, was co-chairman of the District's
committee hosting the Iowa Chapter of Soil Conservation Society of America,
abpointed chairman of the District's Conservation Art Contest in November

of 1968 holding its first contest in May of 1969. He is currently develop-
ing new resource people for the 1970 contest. Kermit was appointed chair-
man of the District School Education@l@ Committee in November of 1968. This
committee is in the process of developing a cirriculum guide for the state
of Towa and an educational handbook for Hardin County. Whitehead has also
been instrumental in finding and developing local talent to do conserva-
tion work in the Distriet. The latest of his activities has been the tint-
ing of large black and white photographn.'lﬂbwife, Mary, has tinted 32
photos which are on display throughout the state of Iowa depecting conser=-
vation activities. 3678 booklets have been distributed in the District in
the 6th grade education peogram that Whitehead chairmaned since his appoint-
ment in Septemper_of 1967. 1In August of 1967, the Hardin Soil Conservation
District hosted a tour from the National Soil Society of America and this
activity invaived the work of all the commissioners including Kermit. 1In

1968, the aistrict shouldered the burden g the Iowa Conservation Field

Days and Pléﬁing Match. Kermit provided the leadership and physical labor
to construc@/all the facilities needed for that event.)aﬁzlfeel that we

have an exV£aordinary commissioner and he is deserving of recognition.
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