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September 13, 1965

Eileen Miller, Clerk
Hardin County Soil Conservation District

Post Office Building ,

Eldora, Iowa

Dear Eileen:

As you undoubtedly know, Mr. Dean Kelsey has been named the
Outstanding District Commissioner in your region for the 1965 "Outstanding

District Commissioner" Contest.

One of the co-sponsors of this contest. The Wallaces Farmer,
wishes to include a brief article about each of the regional winners in
their next issue. They have sufficient written material for this article

but would like to use a photo of each of the regional winners, as well.

We are wondering if it would be possible for you to secure a head

and shoulders photo of Mr. Kelsey for us.

The photo will have to be in the hands of Mr, Al Bull no later than

September 18; therefore, your prompt attention in this matter would be

greatly appreciated. Due to the rush, any size snap shot or Poldroid
photo will suffice.

Please identify the person in the photo and send it directly to Mr.

Al Bull, Wallaces Farmer, 1912 Grand, Box 1317, Des Moines, Iowa.

Thank you for your prompt assistance in this matter o

Sincerely yours,

^^^^ 0=^-<-

Duane Bennink, Assistant Director
State Soil Conservation Committee

DB:bjl



July 6^ 196^

Dean Kelsey
Iowa Falls, Icwa

Dear Dean^

Will you look over this narrative of your activities as a District coBnaissio.
ner? This narrative was written in I960 go it will need updating*

We vi.ll have to get together the end of this week to re«wite it* I
thought by sending it up it would give you a little fine to prepare.

I'll have to be in Iowa Falls at the ASCS office Friday rooming for a
defense roee'fcing. If it would be convenient with you^ 1*11 plan to stop
at your place after dinner.

See you about It 30 P.M* Friday*

Respectfully yours ^

Chuck

CMCien



September 16, 196$

Mr. Al Bull
Wallacee Farmer
Dea Moines, Iowa

Dear Mr* Bull»

Attached ia a photo of Dean Kelsey, Iowa Falls, Outstanding District
Commissioner of Region 3.

Sincerely y ours »

Eileen Miller^ Clerk
Hardin Soil Conserration DistrLct



<^(M ^^ ^-^
Bardin Difltri-ot nom-Lnatea OMUI Kelsay, lona yaIU i^ .nitnt—dtng oonniMionT

of 8egion^f -^ i0fi

Sl»ot»d oonuniasioiw in Naroh of 19^$, I>ean is an aotiv promoter of the
^ - ; ' . ^ . '.. . -+^~

»• Dwin^ who is H-yeara of aga h»a swved ac Chairnan the past 3 yara»

Owktt represented Hardin DlatriLot at the AnnaaLl Gonfgrenc® in Cedar Rapids in 19$8

and Mason City in 19^9and hA» senred aa Maater of Cerenoniee at th»^p—*-fchroe /'c-

annoAl m—tinga and banquets.

Kelsey has played an active part in organising and conducting the Distri-ot

Qttwn of the Farron oont»<t, apoeoh oonteat, eoil Judging oonteat and assiating in

oonwrvation toun^-.-.———...-.————-"—••"-——.-.....-_.. ,...:.„...,...„. .„-.-...-,. _,,.,._....^-.-..-—^"'":l"~"""""""" --....^

Dean owe and oparaiea a 2(0 •or® fam south east of Iowa Falls. One of th®

tint plane in the Distri.ct, oooperator numbar 3, wric mui initiated with D»&n>«

^ Athw C.J, Kelsey, C^J* tels^y ma active in organiaation of ihe diatrlct and
<,-,'. ~ ~ •

seryed as one of the flrat oonraiosionerB in Hardin lML»tilci»

Sone of the aarliest terraces oonatructed in the Diatrict verB ooaatruoted

on the (®3aey farm. During the 1930 (« through asaistance of the Civilian Coiuier*

f vfclonCaa^ l8?\Urr«o«iw8»^oonatroct^d. /^U\'^^ +e^<-^ ^-^/^ ^

\^cn ^^-^.. ^?. /.^^P . ..... ^ -....- ^ I
Several field trials have bwn conducted on tho fam* EariliBy trials of j

I

( reed canarygraffs and bromegnss plantings were nada. In 19$6 a field trial of
I . )

native grasses for erosion control was astabMshBd.

In the spring of 19t>8 7000 Aurbrian, red and vh&te pines were planted in a

7 aoro aw* In addition ItOOO aultiflora roaoti wre planted bordering thB trw ii.
! /

plmtiag project* $00 nultiflora m»QS were planted in X9^9« ^--7 /^?6^ <^e y
I ^<s^^L6^5^h^^°^^j^—":•:-"• •-—'-- —^'

—--"'flSFe^flrTi^iw^w'plB^m^ this fall and a gully and flood
P/^-i 6ff f^U.^^

oontapol stroetura of'b»rth<n fill ia being <tonign<d with oonatruction planned fter

196l« The structure will oontnll a 289 •ore area mid in addition nlll be a

pemanent storage area to serve as a f«m pood.
^^ ' '"^ ^"^ ^ .

Kelsey'a livestook operation inoludw aWmrs <nA laraba, 38? itt— wiAh-^waui^
/"?.: /^^ ^'^^ ^^.^ ^<*<SS- ^^•1 e^^/^s^

;la^. an<U:a31 and ak feodey-wifctU pm>gmm*

3^9 Kelwy family partloipatea in nuaerous outside actlrLtiea. Mra, Selny
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To: Iowa Soil Conservation District Commissioners

The Iowa Association of Soil Conservation District Commissioners
in cooperation with Wallaces Farmer of Des Moines are again spon-
soring the Outstanding District Commissioner Contest for 1969.

Eligibility:

All Commissioners who have not been regional winners as well
as past Commissioners whose term has expired since the 1968 Annual
Conference for Commissioners.

Exclusion:

Commissioners who are Officers and Directors of the Iowa
Association.

Rules:

Each Soil Conservation District should send a nomination to
their regional director by no later than July Ig 1969.

The narrative of not more than 400 words listing his accomplish-
ments should accompany the nomination and contain the following
information:

1. Age
2. Length of time as a Commissioner
3. Size of farm. His conservation, livestock and grain program
4. Size of family and their accomplishments
5. Duties performed as a Commissioner
6. Other activities

The regional winners will be announced at the July meeting.

A State winner will be selected from the nine regional winners.
All nine regional winners will be presented a plaque by Wallaces
Farmer at the Annual Conference, Monday evning, September 22, 1969,
Hotel Savory, Des Moines, Iowa.



May 10, 1968

To: Iowa Soil Conservation District Conunissiohers

Dear Commissioners:

The Iowa Association of Soil Conservation Dis-fcric-fc Commissioners
in cooperation "with Valleces Farmer are agsin sponsorinf the Chtstending
District, Commissioners Contest<

Eligibility:

Commissioners who heve not been previous refional winners s.nd are
not, members of the State Association Board of Directors are eligible as
well as past commissioners whose term has expired since the Annual State
Conference in 1967.

Rules:

Each Soil Conserva-bion District should send a nomination to their
regional director by no later than July .1, 1968. The nomination should be
accompanied by a narrative of not more than 400 words listinf the Commis-
sioner's Accomplishments, and contain the following information;

!„ His age.
2. Length of time as a Conmiissioner,,
3. Size of Farm. His livestock, grain, and conservation profram.

4. Size of family and their accomplishment's-
5<, Other activities.
6. Duties performed as s. Commissioner.
7. Member of the State and National Association of Soil Conserva-

ti6n District Commissioners.

From the nine Regional winners, one will be selected as Iowa Out-

s-bandinf District Commissioner for 1968 •

Plaques for all will be awarded by Trails ces Farmer during the Utate
Conference to be held at Hotel Hanford in Mason City, September 15, 16,
and 17, 1968.

Your Regional Director is: Ea.rl Weber

Sincerely yours,



Iowa Association of

Soil Conservation District

Commissioners

Box 1471 • Des Moines 6, Iowa

PRESIDENT
HARRY T. HORAK
R3, Vinton

VICE PRESIDENT
ERVIN J. J. KOOS
Shelby

SECRETARY
HAROLD fflGGINS
Rl, Traer

TREASURER
RIENTS TERPSTRA
Rl, Sanborn

DIRECTORS

Region 1
RIENTS TERPSTRA
Rl, Sanborn

Region 2

DONALD TRENARY
Rl, Pocahontas

Region 3
EARL WEBER
Rl, Dows

Region 4
OSCAR PUFAHL
Rl, Guttenberg

Region 5
DONALD SCHULTZ
R2, Avoca

Region 6

ROBERT MORRISON
Prole. 50229

Region 7
HAROLD HIGGINS
Rl, Traer

Region 8

GEORGE ANNAN
R3, Clarinda

Region 9

MAX L. JOHN SON
Hillsboro

Past r'resiident

ALFRED STEWART
R2, Oelwein

President

Ladies Auxiliary

MRS. HAROLD HIGGINS
Rl, Traer

May 22, 1968

Dear Commissioners:

Enclosed are a se-b of rules for the Outstanding

Coimnissioner Award. Notice that July 1st is the dead-
line for sending these to your regional director.

Also, the place mats the Iowa Association of Soil
Conservation District Gorrunissioners are making will be
ready June 3rd. The Association will pay for one-half
the cost of the first 2^00 copies for each d is-bric-b for
a "get acquainted supply," The district, cost will be
$3.00 per thousand. Send all orders to your regional
director.

The District Fall Regional will be held at the
Dreierdale Restaurant, in Hamp-bon, Iowa, at 6:30 P.M.

Friday, July 19, 1968,

Sincerely yours,

~^a-^(

Earl Weber
Director Region III

EW/la
Enclosure



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL CONSERVATION SERVICE

Eldora, Iowa
August 20, 1968

Mr. Alvin F. Bull, Editor
Wallaces Farmer
1912 Grand Avenue
Des Moines, Iowa 50305

Dear Mr. Bull,

Enclosed please find the photo of Paul Primus that you
requested. We are very happy to hear you are considering
running a story on Paul in your publication.

We here are all very proud of Paul and the achievement of
being named Outstanding District Commissioner of Region 3,

<(

I would like to have the photo back, if possible, when
you are through with the release.

3

Respectfully yours,

(^a^^d^f/€^

Charles A. McC^rty
Work Unit Conservationist, Eldora

CMC: em

^^ ^ ^ A^ —' —
f^JL. ^%. ^- ^—y

^ ^ r- ^ ^̂



As Commissioners of the Hardin Soil Conservation District we would

like to enter the name of Paul C Primus as our entry in the Outstanding

Commissioner contest.

Primus was elected as a Hardin Soil Conservation District commissioner

in 1963. He had served two previous years as an assistant commissioner.

The Primus family, consisting of Paul, 40; his wife Jane; and two

boys, Kenneth 11 and Donald 8 have had a long history in the conservation

36
field. In 196^ a conservation reserve and wildlife habitat area was

established on their farm. This reserve exists today.

In addition to operating a 340 acre farm, Primus has been a member

of the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation for 20 years, a member of the Steam-

boat Rock Boat Club for 20 years, the Pine Lake Wildlife Club for 15

years, a 6 year member of the Iowa River Improvement and Conservation

Club and a naval veteran of World War II.

Since the war Primus has been active in community affairs, serving

as an ASC township committeeman, Farm Bureau membership chairman, 4 years

on the Farm Bureau Board of Directors, 7 years on the Farm Service Board

of Directors and as chairman of the Board. He has served on the Central

Committee for the Democratic party, the Wallace's Farmer and WHO Farm

Progress Committee when the Farm Progress shows were held in Hardin county

in 1950, and has been a long time member of the Congregational Church.

The Primus family has been extremely active in community affairs.

Jane worked as a Home Economist for the Extension Service for several

years, for the HHA Service, served as a 4-H leader, a summer school

teacher under the OEO program, a den mother for Cub Scouts, a summer

school superintendent under the OEO program, is a Bible School teacher,



president of the Church Fellowship, a member of ^.ie Iowa Poetry As soci-

ation and the Federal Women's Club.

On the 340 acre farm the Primus' has 40 head of stock beef cows.

They raise 240 pigs from 25 sows, 100 acres of hybrid seed corn and

80 acres of beans.

Primus was the first landowner in the Hardin Soil Conservation

District and the Pine Lake Watershed to build grass backslope terraces

on his farm. In 1967 he built 9,700 feet of terraces and in 1968 he

/

again built another 6,450 feet of terraces on his land. Primus plans

to continue terrace construction, as finances permit, until his entire

land needing erosion control is stabilized.

The Primus family has always been interested in wildlife habitat.

They have established 16 acres of wildlife habitat on the farm and have

a two and a half acre farm pond with a wildlife development around it.

In 1961 three acres of pine trees were planted for a Christmas tree

venture and farm beautification. Since 1961 five additional acres have

been established to add to the family tree plantation. 3,700 lineal

feet of multiflora rose have been planted in fence row hedges to provide

wildlife cover. In 1965 a one acre crownvetch certified seed production

plot was established.

For the last three years Paul Primus has led an extremely active

Soil Conservation District as chairman. During his term as chairman the

Hardin Soil Conservation District has had the first ACP group terrace

project in the state of Iowa, developed the Pine Lake Watershed concept in

which mass land treatment has been applied above Pine Lake and hosted

the Soil Conservation Society of America tour in August of 1967.



The District was the topic of a paper prese^ed at the Society

meeting on how they have accomplished land treatment in the Pine Lake

Watershed; held innumerable tours of national and inter-national chara-

cter for people from as far away as Australia and as near as Canada;

went from a total of Plant Materials accomplishments of 12 to 56 in a

period of three years (individual plots); has been instrumental in

getting the commissioners of the Hardin Soil Conservation District to

state and regional meetings? gave a report at the Annual Conference of

progress and activities of the Hardin Soil Conservation District in 1966.

He has attended river pollution meetings, zoning meetings, legis-

lative meetings, and urban meetings while representing the Hardin Soil

Conservation District on both local and state level, was instrumental in

developing a District program in which the urban segment of the community

is being given consideration, both planning and consultive assistance from

the District; helped initiate the inventory of recreation potential for

private and industry; worked with the Soil Conservation Service personnel

in the development of an inventory of all public County Conservation

Board areas in relation to planning, 3,500 copies of fchi.? r^pjrt were

distributed to the peoples of Hardin county provided the incnetive and

initiative to state an inventory and consultive assistance for the munici-

palities within the Hardin Soil Conservation Districts boundaries, to

provide cities with the consultive service and technology that is available

in planning recreation and city park systems, coordinating these to the

county and state efforts; and very recently called two special meetings

^nd one regular meeting for the District commissioners for the development

of an Annual Work Plan for fiscal year 1968-1969, looking ahead to a

bigger District role in the community's future development.



MAY 8 1970

To: Iowa Soil Conservation District Commissioncj-s

The Iowa Association of Soil Conservation Dist.rict ^'c n;;; :••;;(. i^

in cooperation with Wallaces Farmer of Des Moines are <.c;c:,-r . ...'.(^: .'•ri n.i

the Outstanding District Comms.sicmer Contest. for j^7C.

Eligibility:

All Commissioners who have not been reqior'dj winner?: o;. '.vt,'_i ..^

past Commissioners whose term has expired since the 19'.:1') ..'.;r..i-; .:~;-r...-

ference for Cornmiss toners .

Exclusion:

Commissioners who are Officers and Directors of the I-A,._i A^::;oci dtion

Rules:

Each Soil Conservation Districjb^should ?end,/ s nomin.i'it'ioL .to their

regional, director b^,,nQ later than July I/ 19~70.

The narrative of not more than 400 words Ust-ing his acc-cmpl ish-

ments should accompany the nomination and contain the following in-
formation:

1. Age
2. Length of time as a Commissioner
3. Size of farm. His conservation, livestock and gi-^i.n program
4. Size of family and their accomplishments
5. Duties performed as a Commissioner
6. Other activities

The regional winners will be announced at the Fall RcgiGnal ,v;i?Gting.

A State winner will be selected from the nine regional w.Ii-meis.,
All nine regional winners will be presented a plaque :by Wal lac'---:- P.3r.i-ner

at the Annual Conference, Monday evening, September 14, 197u, 'iloliday

Inn, Waterloo, Iowa.



June 26, 1970

Mr. Earl Weber, Director
Region III - IASCD
Dows, Iowa 50071

Dear Earl,

Our nomination for the Outstanding District Commissioners
Contest for 1970 is Chairman Carroll Hobson.

Please find enclosed a narrative listing Carroll's
accomplishments•

Sincerely yours,

^^^
^ >^<L ^C^^f-^

Kermit C. I'<7hitehead, Treasurer

Hardin Soil Conservation District Commissioners
Box 108
Eldora, Iowa 50627

dmn

Enc,



The Hardin Soil Conserv Ion District nominates ChF Tnan Carroll Hobson for

the 1970 Outstanding District Commissioner's Award. Hobson, age 49, has been a
"^•-

commissioner since 1965. He served two years as an assistant before becoming

;an elected commissioner* He was elected Chairman of the District in February,

i1969-^.1.'^^

Carroll farms 730 acres. He owns 490 acres and rents 240 acres. He has a

diversified farming operation? 150 head of beef cattle and 50 brood sows wnich

are farrowed twice a year. He has 515 crop acres» the remaining land he owns

and leases is forest, pasture and woodland. A 15-acre forest located along the

Iowa River has a variety of native trees, shrubs and wildf lowers and is desig-

nafced a forest reserve. Another 15 acres is heavily wooded and very scenic witJn

evidence of Indian camps and trails.

Carroll became a district cooperator in 1953. He has constructed 4,000 feet

of grassed backslope terraces and rotates the remaining cropland. Crownvetch

seed is harvested from a 3-acre field vmich was established in cooperation with

the Hardin Soil Conservation District,
(

The Hbbson family lives one mile north of Eldora, Iowa. Carroll and his wife,

/

Catharine, have four children. The oldest, Brian, age 23, is farming like his
~Si I /5 .;OL.J .S~.-,.ru^^. LO^-M^. t"^ U-S/A^-- ^ OKi^'&uja.

father. Mark, age W, fe»<«-A4r tf*n<3 iin^M^I^»^<&ite»*»--V^3waw^fey~-a^;Am^B^^

•^•^- .^>. ..,-

^e^cs^aH^r. Maureen and Maurice a»e- 17 year old twins -an^ attend

high school in Eldora.

All members of the Hobson family are garden enthusiasts. They raise many

different varieties of raspberries, peaches^ pears, cherries, plums and apples.

^acn year they sell some of their pr€>ducfcs. 5^e<?wy^rttatTt^l'tm^^^

G4^r»^ka^.ty^^^^Qe^^^^~i^^9?^.^wmyy^h^^
(^^""""""- .--^.-^--..-..^...,^.-

..ftaf^a!ew^''v9t:w^w^^^'-f^^^ Ma.rk.,...wa.8- -i'n 4-H and'-nas"1

wof^^e^ew^ ewkr^yw^^^^e^^9Ma£^^^^^^^^^^
0,^ Y^P\

a fcteTidlTig~^t^h school irrEl<3^^a^-
^ ^ • <?prA1^

an€U^at^ee«-^^^-^®^Y"-a?^ve-^^^^i^^ Maureen plays basketball
/»<,f

an<3 Maurice is ^t:t"Io^ -fcrack. Maureeh attended Girle State fetrt»-year at the



/diversity of Northern Iowa in Cedar Falls. She won th^ District Conservation

Contest in 1969 with the best conservation painting. Maureen has also been

very active in Girl Scouts. She is a First Class Scout.

j^rs. Hobson has shown mu<"h i.nterest in children. She was a primary school

a<^ier £or five years. She iias been a den mother for cub scouts. She has been

active in the Eldora Methodist Church. Mrs. Hobson has served on the Board

Education and taught Sunday school. She is a WSCS member and accompanies her

Lldren to church regularly.

irroll is a long-time member of the Methodist Church. He has served on the

of Education, Board of Stewards, head usher for nine years and taught a

school class for the high school group. He served as Director on the

School Board for two terms from 1953 to 1959 and was President on two

»nt occasions* C^tarroll has been a mernber^of the American Legion since his

/Sl
ile discharge from the military service. "'He served in the U.S. Army during

ir II with the Sixth Armored Division. (HjTwjas a Battalion Sergeant Major

/^L
Corps of Military Police. l^Carroll has been a member of the Pine Lake

Club for 15 years. He is one of the original members of the lawo. River

mt and Conservation Club .^ Since 1960 he has been a Rotarian./^Sarroll

lercial pilot's license and has logged over 1000 hours. When he started

1956 he joined the Airplane Owners and Pilots Association and is an

-^Qj ,
>er. He is]a Thunderbird Flying Club member. He is a member of the

Soil society and the Soil Conservation Society of America. M'Carroll has

|throug]^out the county as an assessor at various times during the past

He has been a township committeeman for the County Plannin9 and Zoning

and a member of the Iowa River Preservation Association, Carroll is

serving as secretary for the Hardin County Solid Waste Committee which
-'^

fY working to locate a county sanitary landfill.

8 active participation in county and local civic affairs and his
-% c^^^'.^i*. ^(^ ^ I'-^ o ^-•"- .

'lity "to get things done" qualifies him as aa^oy^s4^and£^..c<Mmaissionei:,

Presented and assisted in presenting legislative proposals that would

Modernize the existing Soil Conservation Districts in Iowa to meet



the present community nec''^. He has worked aggressively to promote and

strengthen soil conservation on the regional and state levels as well as the

district level.

Carroll has performed many duties as a commissioner. Terraces were the

topic when he assisted in conducting a Pine Lake Watershed Tour for the National

Soil Society of America in 1967. He assisted in conducting a similar tour for

the Iowa State Conservation Committee in 1969. Two other important Pine Lake

Watershed Tours were conducted in 1969; tJ^e Argentina Tour and the Oklahoma
\

Tour. Carroll was very active in organizing and promoting the 1968 Field Days.

He participated with his farm equipment during the two-day session. He was

Chairman of the Education Exhibits and also Chairman of the Field Crop Division.

In 1969 Carroll was instrumental in obtaining $50,000 of Flood Restoration

Funds for Hardin County. Helping inventory tne heavy flood damage that occurred,

he prepared evaluations and submitted requests for the funds. Hobson used his

flying ability to obtain pictures that illustrated the flood damage, At*

various times in 1967, 1968 and 1969 G^yyoU h»S '8/ §0 ilown his airplane on
*

f ^
photography'miss ions for the Soil Conservation Service throughout North Central

Iowa. Many of the pictures that he has assisted in taking are distributed

throughout Iowa. ^ _, , ^ A . ^ c- .; ^ ^ ">» _-4 •\' n.. . . •
Lfek A^o"^'^ e><! s>oU ^S.^/yrAu- ,U<s1n^-r <^^(^($

Coti»w»^;/e^e.v

Carroll attends every,Annual Conference and^Short Course,aHd—hos sincv "Ire'A — - /\
b&ocun® ^^jelfiliAs^GCsmn.ai.fflfift^^ At the Annual Conference in 1969 he served

as a cocnmitteeman on the Rural-Urban and Recreation Committee and this yaa'y
' W ^'5 ^ZCff^d -/"»%r'

he. 4-S^S®P^in9/\on the Education Committee.

As Chairman of tne district's watershed program Carroll worked to achieve

application approval fear tne Honeycomb and Union Watersheds, both PL 566 water-

sheds. He promoted a resource planning map for the Eldora Industrial Develop-

ment Board which will be used for Eldora's development. In 1968 he -Helped

develop and carry out sound district programs that received the Goodyear

Award in 1969.
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a junior at Luther College, Decorah, Iowa and Lila will be a freshman at

W&ldorf College, Forest City, Iowa. The youngest member of the family, Ben,

will be in the third grade at Radcliffe this fall. Lois received a BS De-

gree this spring from the University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa.

She will be employed this fall at the Roland Junior High School, Roland,

Iowa.

Lois has also assisted District and State Conservation Programs. In

1968 she was in charge of the State Soil Conservation Queen Contest. She

was also in charge of the wcanens program for the sunnuer meeting of the Iowa

Chapter, Soil Conseryation Society of America when the meeting was held at

Eldora. She has also conducted several District Speech Contests.

The Knutson family are members of and regularly attend the Trinity

Lutheran Church at Ellsworth, icwa. Caleb has taught Church Sunday School

for ten years. He was the Chairman of the Church Education Program ore year.

He has been a member of the church Council for several years.

The Knutson family do things together. They like to tent camp, fish

and go boating together. They even golf together.

Caleb "has been involved in several outside activities. He has a

Realtors License and is a member of the Hardin County Board of Realtors,

Iowa Association of Realtors and National Association of Real Estate Boards.

He is a member of the Soil Conservation Society of America and he and his

family have attended the Iowa Chapter Summer Meeting for the last five years.

Caleb is now a member of the Radcliffe Development Corporation. He is now

and for the last nine years has served as a Township Trustee. He is a member

of the Hardin County Farm Bureau and was on the board of directors for fhree

years. He is a member of the Hardin County Beef Producers, in 1966 he re-



ceived Master Pork Producers recognition. He served on the Hardin County

Pork Producers Board of Directors for six years. In 1970 Caleb was awarded

the Pioneer Champions club plaque for the Master Corn Growers Contest spon-

scared by the Pioneer Seed Corn Company. Caleb also served as a 4-H leader

for three years. Both Lots and Caleb participated in the development of the

zoning regulations for Hcirdin County in 1963.

Caleb has performed many duties as a commissioner. He is actively

promoting mulch tillage as chairman of the Districts raulch tillage program.

He "has helped set up and participated in several mulch tillage training

sessions for Hardin County. The latest training session was a tour to fhe

mulch tillage plots on the Iowa State University Research Farm near Ames.

He serves as chairman of the Districts Crownvetch Growers Program. The

crownvetch growers of Hardin County meet annually to receive the latest

information on the versatile crop and exchange ideas. Caleb is in charge

of the District Soil Stewardship Wee)c activities and inventory to analyze

present soil drainage conditions in Hardin County. He regularly attends

and participates in the Districts regular and special meetings, the Iowa

Association of Soil Conservation District Commissioner regional and annual

meetings and also the commissioners short course at Iowa State University.



The Hardin Soil Conservation district takes pleasure in nominating

Kermit C. Whitehea^ as their candidate in the 1969 Outstanding commissioners

^^//
Award Contest. 'ReAnit, 59, has been a resident of Hardin County his entire

life. He and his wife, Mary Whitehead, have two married daughters and

one son. The son is the superintendent of Quakerdale School for Children

and manager Of the Quakerdale agricultural farm.

Kermit has been active in many community affairs which include life-

time membership in the Honey Creek Friends Church, serving over the years

as trustee and on other special committees. As background Kermit apent

(six and one-half years) from 1955 to 1961 in the village development

Program in India and the Jordan Refugee area of the Gaza strip. He served

as ASCS townahip committeeman. Currently he is a member of the county

zoning board and a member of the Hardin County Off The Record Club.

The Whitehead family, in 1950, provided work and a home for a Latyian

couple and their three children for 18 months under the Displaced Persons

Program following World War II. Under the sauae program, in 1951, the

Whiteheads helped a German couple with one child restablish their life in

their new country.

The Whiteheads purchased their first 80-acre tract of land in 1940

aa part of a Tenant Purchased Agreement Program that was instituted by the

Federal government. They were one of five in Hard in County selected for

this program. In 1945 they expanded their operation to 263 acres and have

lived on this same farm since.

The Whiteheads have a 25-head stock cow herd and 50 brood sowa. The

Conservation program consiste of waterways, strip cropping, contouring,

and pasture management. They have a i^ffr plantation and four acrea of

emerald crown vetch in cooperation with the Hardin Soil Conservation District'

experimental pasture program.



^a Kennit became j^frnlNBBI^ commissioner for the Hardin Soil Conserva-

tion District in April of 1964. When serving as assistant commissioner,

a delegate from the Turkish Department of Agriculture, Bathan Sayan, was

researching the Soil Conservation Service activities in the United States.

He visited the Hardin Soil Conservation District. Sayan stayed as a guest

in the v^hitehead home. During Wiitehead's terra, the Hardin Soil Conserva-

tion District has maintained its 100 per cent membership in the State and

National Association of District Commissioners.

A short resume' of Whiteheads activities in our district's program

an a commissioner indlude the following! attended a short course in Ames

in January of 1966, elected treasurer of the District in January of 1966,

a position he still holds, chairman of the Queen contest in January of

1966, appointed as the District's watershed committee chairman in July

of 1966. The Union and the Honey Corab Watersheds were products of this

committee work. He attended a commissioner® short course in Ames in 1967^

headed the District(s budget committee in 1967, provided area on his farm

for the district farm crown vetch program in 1967, served on the plant

materials committee in May of 1967, the distifct has 79 active plots. He

was chairman of the District's Register and Tribune contest in May of 1967^

appointed chairman of the District's 6th grade education committee in

September of 1967, a position he still holds, worked on the 1967 watershed

appreciation days and tour for the Iowa Conservation Commission in November

of 1967, chairman of the District's congervation workbook committee in

November of 1967, a position he still holds. Quring the time that this

cocnmittee haa been active, 4655 sixth, seventh, and eighth grade students

in seven schools in the county have participated in this program. Kennit

was also appointed chairman of the District*® workbook conteat in necember

of 1967 and worked out the details and rules with the Pine Lake Wild Life

Club, he still holds this position. He attended a commissioners short



course in Araes in January of 1968, served as chairman of the sppech contest

in March of 1968, served aa chairman of the District'a Iowa Teacher Con-

servation Camp Committee in April of 1968, was co-chairman of the District's

connnittee hosting the Iowa Chapter of Soil Conservation Society of America,

afepointed chairman of the District*® Conservation Art Contest in November

of 1968 holding its first content in May of 1969, He is currently develop-

ing new resource people for the 1970 contest. Kermit was appointed chair-

taan of the District School Education^ Committee in November of 1968. This

committee is in the proceaa of developing a cirriculum guide for the state

of Iowa and an educational handbook for Hardin County. Whitehead haa aleo

been infitrumental in finding and developing local talent to do conaerva-

fcion work in the District* The latest of hi® activitieai has been the tint-
*

ing of large black and white photograph®. H4S wife, Mary, has tinted 32

photos which are on display throughout the state of Iowa depecting conser-

vation activitiea. 3678 booklets have been distributed in the District in

the 6th grade education program that T'^hitehead chairraaned since his appoint-

ment in September of 1967. In August of 1967, the Hardin Soil Conservation

oiatrict hosted a tour from the National soil Society of America and this

activity involved the work of all the cocnminaioners including Kermit. In

1968, the District nhouldered the burden fS^t^e Iowa Conservation Field

"5ays and PX6wfing Match* K^rrait provided *€he leadership and phyaical labor

71" - - _- -<.... - - - ... . X:

to conaitrucVall the facilitiea needed for that event. '"w6 feel that we

have an exf^raordinary comminaioner and he ie deaerving of recognition.

//


