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enefit Lo
is County has become a
sader in | in the formation
even haye been established
he state, fiye of them in
_ s County. Two of the five
operated last vear.

A gro nssociation, accord-
ing to the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, is a “mems
ber-owned, memberoperated an
member-managed nonprofit 2
socation of family farmers an
ranchers organized lo acqui
and develop grazing land to pr
vide sedsonal grazing for liv
stock belonging lo its members

The five Davis County grazii
associations and thelr membe
are:

Lakeview—David W. Wiegan

Richard J. Teubel and Russ
F. Wuthrieh.
Carler. Creek—Roe Tha

Clyde Knipp, Don U. Wall

the commun-

~ Triangle—Donald H. Chicker-
ing, Donald Altheide, and Rus-
 Wyacondah—Sam J. Bradford,
Bill P. Marlow, Delbert Tarbell
and James M. Marlow.
Bluegrass—Jimmy D. Dixon,

Jack L. Fleming, Richard D
Stufflebeam and Ronald L.
Shively.

The five associations have
bought a combined total of 2.
918 acres of Davis County land
al a cost of $352,430. Another
$100,650 is being spent on the

lj;' i i - 8. .. - -md:. 'Leﬂniﬁ

development of ;-,_:
hich prade productive ¥

Dovle  Schmitter, 1 o
Home Administration officer in
Davis County, sald the pasture
associntions help farm mn:.lii}e!
strengihen themselves by BIVIDG
them move land holdings.

He also said the grazing as
sociations will aid-the commun
ity us mostly unproductive land
i being purchased and money
is being spent to make it pro-
ductive

Tha USDA lists several bene-
fits of Lhe prozing associations,
These Include inereesing  in-

comes, strengthe - rural coms
munities, making [Detter use of
land snd water (pesources, shifts
ing use of land from production
of commodilios dn Surplus sups
ply and improving livestock
quality

Grazing assocfations ore horn
with a Farmers Home Adminise
lrition loan. These loans cover

approximately 78:per cent of the

land pun-h;“;{. _Pnce and the
cost of developing the land. Res
payment of the [oans is not 1a
excerd 40 Vears ;n{l- the interesg
rate is 5 per ceph

To qualify a person must bhe

; an established
§ farm

pol more than one

gfofkman oOr a
er of family size. Family
farmers oare generally eonsidered
do nal have to have
hired man.

‘ones that

The association Is jormed by
{ts members colling up a non-
pruli! corporation. Shares of
etock are sold to meel the down
payment on the land and other
pr{'n‘:l"ﬁ

The corporation Owns only
fand and the incidentals neces-
sary for the operation of the
grazing association. [t cannol
pwn catlle.

The cattle are owned by the
individual members of the asso-
ciation. They pay rent to the as-
sociation in an  amount large
enough so the corporation can
meet its principal and interest
pavments and other expenses.

Generally speaking, ench
member can grize one cow for
pach share of stock he owns. The
numbers of shares of stocks are
somewhat less than the total
number of acres. I is figured
that 600 acres of Jand will

handle 400 head of enttle when
it is developed.

No crops can be produced on
{he lepnd owned by the grazing

in county

association and any c¢rop land
coming under the ownership ol
the ecorporation must be taken
out of production.

Development of the land into
high producing pastures is laid
out hy the members with the
aid of the Soil Conservation Ser-
vice

Verle Arnold. work unit con-
servationist with the Davis Coun-
tv SCS, meets with the members
and advises them on the types of
improvements that should be
made. Improvements normally
are boundary fencing, clearing
construction of ponds, installa-
tion of water tanks and pipes,
reseeding, fertilization and Wa-
terway work.

After actual development is
started, the SCS provides en-
gineering work o the associa-
tion. The contractor is hired by
the association and all materials
such as seed and fertilizer are
purchased by the association.

Depending upon the develop-
ment level of the land, it norm-
ally costs $25 to $26 per acre
for proper development. Once
devedoped, the carrying capacily
of the land can be doubled or
tripled.
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