CHEROKEE COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT

787 NORTH SECOND STHEET

CHEROKEE, IOWA
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1ET'S CONSERVE IOWA'S MAIN RESOURCES --~ LAND AND WATER!



The Cherokee County Soil Conservation District sexrves all of Cherokee County.;
Soil and water conservation is our basic service and our goal is to attain
It is

unet a job that one can finish all at once; but a continuing process that

complete conservation practices on the land according to land use.
changes year to year with our changing times. Conservation farming is just
a good way of farming ~ it is the natural way to work with nature and not
against her. Cherckee County farmers have compiled an impressive amount of
conservation measures on their land, but with constantly changing times and
waxrg, it is an ever continuing process to control the world's most desirous
and valnable recource -~ land. Much work is still needed and will be as our
nation meets ite coming changes and challenges. We must always be on guard
and stand ready with protective measures and programs to protect this great
regsource. We invite all of you to stop in our office and visit with our
office personnel and also contact any of us on the board about any probleums
or puggestions on the universal subject of conservation.

- Cherokee County Soil Conservation District
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District Cooperators (new)
Conservation Plans

Plan Revisions

Terraces

Diversions

Structures and Ponds
Waterways

Tile

Contouring

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES

1l meetings were held in 1976.

2 regional meetings were attended.

UNIT

No.

No.

THIS YRAR

141,062
630
7

97.3
176,288
687

TO DATE
1,069
837
3,558,013
66,319
257
1,746
2,802,920

Donald DeWitt attended Sub-committee and Little Sioux Works Committee

Meetings.

Trees and shrubs sold and distributed.

School Pield Days held in May and conservation books furnished to students.

Cindy Link, 5th grade teacher attended Iowa Teachers Conservation Camp.

Congervation tour held in May.
Contractors meeting held in March.

District entered the Marc Cox Program.
Bumann, Cuimby: Virgil Pyle, Washta and R.C. "Bud" Stiles, Cherokes.
Bryan Caldwell was the district entrant in the Regional Speech Contest.

District winners were:

Verdean

Commissioner Donald DeWitt, District Conservationist Bernard Braband and

Clerk Gladys Schroeder attended the annual conference meeting in Des Moines.

Watershed inspections of completed watersheds were made and repairs completed.
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j i farmers in Cherokee County during 1976 were the ;
Two major accomplishmenis by in Cherokee County during 1976 e dners . who are Titelas dteiiited S DR EA G the BAARTIAN handitng

noticeable reduction in fall plowing and the application of terraces to the water resource which falls on their land by apnrlying terraces during

cropland. the calendar year of 1976 were:

In the fall of 1375, it was estimated there were over 33,000 acres of
Cherokee County land fall plowed. In the fall of 1976 only about 10,000
acres of land were fall plowed. The vest of the corn and soybean land were
either left with the full cover of the previous czop residue or else chisel
nlowed or disced.

The other major conservation accomplishment by congervation minded farmers
was the application of 30 miles of new berraces in the county by 36 diffewvent
landovmers. All bul two of these farmers added to existing terraces on their
farms and the other two applied terraces for the first time. This speaks

for o practice that is tried and true when so many come back and ask for more.
I sm sure any sslesman would be very happy with 95% rvepeat order business.

In this case, the product terraces, speaks for itself. In visiting with
landowners who harvested crops on their terraced land after the dry year of
1976, instance after instance, remarked that their terraced hilly land out
produced any level bvottomland they had.

Terraces, thewrefore, bevame 2 productive practice in a dry year by conserving
solgiune and.allﬁwing it to gozk in the ground snd also standing double duty

to control excess s30il ercsion in peviods of excess rainfall.

Bernerd Braband
District Conservationist

M. P. Berkheimer
¥rs. Ernest Kuhrts
Levi Tundcuist

Bob Iundguist

Paul Meylor

s Kai

Bill Eoberts

Poss FPinkerton
Kenneth Chlson
Verdean Bumann
Gerald Omith
Mattoon Tarms
Jerry Peterson
Paul Peterson
Catherine Tuncan Tarm
Clars Tamm

Sally Corrington

Biil Foley

N. A. FPhipps

He O "Bud Stiles
Keith Johnaon
Gunn Famm

Alice Fkstrom
Trie Farm

Peggy MeClintock
Robert Graham
Mrs. Avis Hempel
Fussell Hiller
Paul Volkert

A. W. Yrause
Clifford PFerrin
Carl ¥lingborg
Axel Klingborg
Clarence Anderson
Pran’t Bierman

Doyle Simorsen



The latest effort in*conser'ation planning is found in the program called the|
"208" non point source pollution planning prosedure.

Behind the whole effort is o charge to the federal EPA brought out through
legislation by Congress to make the waters of the nation fishable znd swimable.
Such a plan for treatment of the problem was to be ready for implementation |
by 1980, :

The whole program was first aimed at "point source npollution”, this is
polluticn tc streams which can be identified es coming from a single individual
source, such &s feedlol runoff, inadequate community sewage treatmernt disposal
and untreated factory wasies. Since the legisietion, TPA has put ont consider-
eble effort at enforcing these first regulaiions. |
The 'non point pollution” sources are those which canmot be identified as
coming from one definite location. This is the pollution caused by excess
sediment and fara chemical runoff coming from 4@ricultural land.

The fedexral courts have determined thet the non'point source pollution, |
Section 208 of P.L. 92 500 had not been implemented and charged the EPA to |
act. Hence the so called "208" program. i
Contrasted to many othexr federally administered programs, this program has
invited the general public to develon the program to treat the problem.
Since July 1976 the Cherokee County 30il Conservation Distriet has held four
public meetings to try to get people from the general public interested in
developing a plan of action to follow.

A minority of active and interested peonle have formed together and are well
on theiw way toward completing the Cherokee County part of an eventual plan
to be submitted for the VWestern Iowa Conservancy District. This area comprises
all the land in Western Towa that drains into the Missouri River.

A final comment zs a post script ~ without the plan developed by the local

people, the EPA will develop a plan to be followed by the people.
Joe V. Dessel

! A twilight conservation tour was held jointly by the Cherokee County Soil
!

Conservation District and Cherokee County Bxtension Service on Wednesday
evening, May 26th and attended by an estimated %ten carloads of people.
Farm and conservation practices viewed were the Catherine Duncan farm
operated by Chris Xiertzner and the grassed backslope parallel. terraces
constructed in 1965, 1968 and 19763 the Verdean Bumann farm and the erosion
control structure, waterway and one half section of land completely tied
down with parallel level terraces; *the Virgil Pyle farm and new broad base
level terraces: the Don Smith confinement cattle feeding operation and
animal waste disposal facility; and the Bud Stiles farm operated by Gerald
Smith with its new concept of sitraight-with-the-fenceline tile outlet
terraces.

Due to the success of this tour, other conservation tours for urban end

other interested people are planned.

¥

WATERSHEDS

Lané tyeatment in the form of terrace application has been advanced
considerebly in the three watersheds approved for priority planning in
Chexrokee County during 1976.

Stratton Creek Watershed, located eastvof Washta, had three miles of
terraces installed; Four Mile Creek Watershed, south of tnimby, had
seven miles of terraces installed and Railroad Creek Watershed, north
of Cherokee, had 2.5 miles of terreces installed. These %terraces in
watershed areas plus additional conservation tillage had a large input
on the amount of land adequately treated in these watersheds.

In addition to these walersheds, there is considerable interest in
establishing a land treatment watershed in southern Willow and Silver
Tovnships in the drainage to Ashton Creek in Ida County.




ICWA CONSERVATION COMMISSION

The Iowa Conservation Jommission cooperates with the Soil Conservation
District in improving and protecting wildlife babitat in the county,
Wildlife Biologist Tom Neal, who shares en office with the SCS in Cherckee,
is responsible for wildlife habitat work in five counties, including
Cherckee. The Consexrvalion Commission conducts wildllfe surveys and advises
veople on wildlife problems. Mr. Neal will also assist you in ordering
trees and shrubs for wildlife, planning areas for wildlife habitat, and
stocking your pond with fish. These programs are financed entirely by the
sale of hunting, trapping end fishing licenses.

there is no charge for these services.

No tax money is used, and
Wildlife can exist in harmony with a modern, efficiently operated farm. Do
you have a hillside that is too steep to farm? An odd corner cui off by a
waterway oxr railroad track? A pond that could be fenced off? A woodlot

full of cattle? All these areas are potential wildlife babitat if they are
properly managed.
If you would like to have more wildlife around your farm, stop in at the

How is the wildlife "crop" on your farm?

Soil Conservation Service and talk it over with Mr. Neal.

The District is also gble to secure the advice and assistance from Duane
Bedford, District Forester, who is stationed in LeMars. He can asgist you
in selection of trees and shrubs for various locations and any infoxmation

or problems relating to forestry in general. If you wish to contact Mr.

Bedford, stop in at the SC3 office in Lelars or else here in Cherokee and

we can put you in touch with hin.

DISTRICT GOVERWING PODY .-- COMMISSIONERS

Vere T. Corrington, Chairman
Max H. Mugge. Vice Chairman
Joe V. Tesscl, Treasurer

Donzald L. DeWitt,

0. Brehmer, #ducation Hepresentative Member

Yatershed Fenresentative Member

Elmer

DISTRICT OFFICE STAFF

Rermard Eraland

Wixon

Monas xon
Muans Hollenbeck

Gladys Schrocder

ARGA CFTICE STATE

Yallia B, Tongfeldt

Richard Hall
Yayne IEberly
Lee White

Wayne Ducommun
Guy Hempey
Horman Mathison
Margaret Yalker

L0WA CONSERVATION COMIISSION

Tom Neal (stationed at Cherokee)

Duene Bedford (shtationed at LeMars)

Cherokee, Towa

Cleghorn. Iowa
Cherokee. Inwa
Vashta. Icwa

Aurelia, Iowa

District Conservationist

Consarvahinn Techricisn

Area Conservationist
Civili Tngineer
Civil Engineer Technician
Sngineer

L Dngineer

. imgineer Technician
ingineer Technicisn

Area Cler's

Wwildlife Biologist

Mistriet Porester
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1-M Budget Allocation — = - = = = = = = = = = - - =~ - = .

Expenses:

Commissioners Expenses
Office Supplies

Demonstration Materials
{fice Ixpense

Released to Department of

Soil Conservation

2-M Pudget Allocation ~ « = = = = -

Clerical Salaxy, FPICA, IPERS,
Travel and Insurance
Faguipment

Released to Department of
Soil Conservation

3~ Budget Allocations

73-74 Allocation ~ = -~ = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = “

Tunds Paid Out

7h-75 Allocation - = = = = = - -
3

Tunds Paid Out
¥ Tunds Obligated

75-76 Allocation — = = = w= — - ‘

Funds Paid Oub
*¥ynds Obligated
Minds Unobligated
(* and ** includes LTA)

District Watershed Maintenance Fund
& 16,176,22

Balance on Hand 7-1-75

Yatershed Paynents 1,265.10 Income
Interest 2,699.3,

Total $ 50,140.66 Total
Ixpenses Expenses

‘;02
Balance on Hand 6-30-76 $ 50,065.41

L01.50
230.97

k.73
161.97

500.83

1,400.00

1,400.00

8,580.76
542,99

10.59

1,5,00.00
9,134.3k

2 F

9,13L.34

20,708.35

9,134.34

20,708.35

20,708.35

16,925.79
3,146.50

20,708.35
20,072.29

20,072.29

2,299.09
13.599.33
101.58

20,072.29
22,000,.00

22,000,000

Balance on Hand

22,000.,00

District General Pund

Balance On Hand 7-1-75 § 1,420.77
2,492.97

$ 3,913.74
2k

$ 1,776.0L

5""& o P L

The Cherokee District Commissioners wish to thank

the many agencies and

buginesses for their contributing help in the field of conservation. Among

these are: Department of Soil Conservation, Soil
Ixtension Service, State Conservation Commission,
Cherokee County 4.S.C.S., F.C.I.C., F.H.A., Radio
Times, Aurelia Sentinel, Marcus News, Farm Bureau
and City government units and all contractors who

Conservation Sexvice,

County Conservation Board,
Station KCER, Cherokee Daily
Spokesman, Cherokee County

worked in our county. A

special thank you to the fermers and landowners vho furthered their progress

this year with one or more practices on their farms and to the many individuals

vho have given freely and willingly of their time

with our conservation program.

and effort in assisting us

\
|
——Board of Five Cherokee County Conservation Commissioners
\

Vexre T. Coxrington

Chexrokee
Joe V. Dessel
Cherokee
Max BE. Mugge
Cleghorn

dlmer O. Brehmer
Aurelia

Donald L. DeWitt
Washta
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