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Lm''S CONSERVE IOWA'S MAIN RESOURCES -- LAND AND WATER! 



'l:.he Cherokee County Soil Conse:rva.tion District serves all of Cherokee Cour:.ty. 

Soil and water conser.ration is our basic service and our goal is to attain 

complete cons~rvcltion practices on the land according to land use. It i~ 
11ot a job that one can finish all at once; but a continuing process that 

changes year to yea:r with our changing times. Conservation farming is just 

a good way o.f.' farming - it is the natUl.'al ~Jay to work with nature and not 

.:J.e;ains·t her. Cherokee County :farmers have compiled an impressive amount of 

conservation measures on their land, but '\IIi th const&"ll;ly changing times a.nd 

l>ra:r:o, it is FlJJ. ever continuing prOC6SS to COntrol tho WOrld 1 S most desirous 

and val11~.ble ~'eC01J::r.ce ·- land. Nuch \vork is still needed and "\>Till be as our 

nation meet::~ its corning chang-es a.nd challenges. 1:fe must ahraye be on guard 

ru1d stand ready \>Tith protective measures and programs to protect this great 

rr~source. ~ve invite all of you to stop in O'lU' office and visit with our 

office r·erson.nAl and also contact any of us on the board about any problems 

or suggestions on the unlversal subjcci: of conservation. 

- Cherokee County Soil Conservation District 
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UNIT THIS YTI'....AF TO DATE 

District. Cooperators (new) No. 37 1,069 
Conservation Plans No. 29 837 
Plan Revisions No. 9 
Terraces Ft. 141,062 3,558,013 
Diversions 1i't • 630 66,319 
St.~lctures and Ponds No. 7 257 
¥!aterwa.ys .Ac • 97.3 1,7h6 
Tile Ft. 176,288 2,802 ,920 
Contouring Ac. 687 

DISTRICT ACTIVITIES 

14 meetings l'Tere held in 1976. 
__ ;;;;.2 __ regional meetings were attended. 

Donald DelVi tt attended Sub-commit tee and Little Sioux Works Committee 

Meetings. 

Trees and shru1Js sold and distributed. 

School li'ieJ.d Days held in rw.y and conservation books .f'u.rnished. to students. 

Cindy Link:, )til grade teacher attended. Iowa Teachers ConservatioD. Camp. 

Conservation tour held in May. 

Contractors meeting held in }!arch. 

District entered the Hare Cox Program. District •.o~inners ,.,ere: Verdean 

Bumann, ~:uimby; Virgil Pyle, 1.vashta and R.C. "J3ud" Stiles, Cherokee. 

Bryan Cald¥rell "Yras the district entrant. in the Regional Speech Contest. 

Commissioner .Donald De~litt, District Conservationist Bernard Braba.nd and 

Clerk Gladys Schroeder attended the annual conference meeting in Des }1oines. 

\>Ta.tershed inspections of completed ·1v-atersheds were made a.nd repairs completed. 
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T\-ro major accomiJlishraen t s by fa.rme:cs i n Chero£ee County during 1976 were the 

noticea.b1e reduc t i on i n fall plm'ling and the application of teJ:•races to 

croplaml. 

In the fall of 1975, it l•ras esH,nated there Here over 38,000 acres of 

Cherokee Cmmty la.nd f all ploHt-)d . In the fa:!..l of 197r; only about 10 , 000 

acr es of la:nd v.rere fall ])10\•red. The rest of the corn and soybean la.nd vrere 

ei tl--.e:r. left ui til the full cover of the previous c:r:o:p :x:esidne or else chisel 

:plowed or disced. 

'lne other maj0r consertre:Uon accomplish1nent t.y consei:vation ninded farmers 

,.1as the applica~ion of 30 miles of neH :te:rraces :i.n the county by 3G different 

l.e.nclm·mers. .All but tuo of these farmers added to existing ter:r:aces on thei:l: 

farms and tli.t: other hm Bppl:ied t<~rraces for i~he first time. This speaks 

for e. prac tice that ia tri ed and true VJhen so many come back and ask .for more. 

I a.m sure any s .<J.leRman 'l>Wi.lld. be very happy 1-ri th 95% repeat order business. 

In this case~ the p::!:oduct terrac8s , spea~;:s for itself. Ir, visiting •:dth 

ls.:ndovners t<lho ha.:r.'vestecl cro:ps on their te:craced land af·Le:r the d:.::,r year of 

1976, ins·t·.ance a.f t.er instance, remarked that their terraced hilly :~and out 

:producnd a.n;;,r level r;ottomland they ltad. 

Terraces, thel·efore 1 bec8;o.e a. productive practi<~e in e. d.r:"',f ye<:G .. ' l;y consf)::t.'Vi -r.t~· 

,no:\ !J o;u.;·(;.. P.n<1 ~.1-l. r~N:i.::'l.g it i'.o s.:)a.1c in th:~ gratmd .:md eJ .. ::.o standing dou1J .i.c Ci.Ut;)." 

t o c :mb•ol e .xcHss .'3oi.1 erosi~;r.:. ;_n pe::iocl~> of excess rainfall. 

}3G.rl1CXl:l. BJ'~CJ.1 'c.ncl 
Di.st:r.ict Conserv-ationisi~ 

T·i:~d'-<..At;.f!A0 

Jjandmmers, who are vi taJ.ly interested in eons erving the soil a.nd managing 

the wa.ter resource "~<rhich .falls on their land by applying terraces during 

the calendar ye.a:r of 1976 were: 

.N. F . :Berkheimer 

F:rs . :81.--nest Ku.hr ts 

Levi Lundquist 

Bob h:mdquJ Fd; 

Paul l'Teylor 

Gus Kai 

Bill Roberts 

Ross Pinkerton 

Ker,n.eth Ohlson 

Verdean :Bumann 

Gerald Smith 

Nattoon. 'J'arms 

Je:cry Pete:rson 

P<:ml :Pe tcrson 

Cather ine n1ncan T''a.rm 

CJ ... ct:r.a Tannn 

SaJ .. l~r Oo~crington 

:Bi:i.l Foley 

N. A. Phipps 

R.. C. "Bud" 8ti.1.es 

Keith John.s:Jn 

Gu.nn Farn 

A.lice Ekst:ror'1 

Tv.lt: Farm 

PeggJ McClintock 

:Robert Graham 

:f-Irs. Avis Hempel 

Pussell Hiller 

Paul •.rolkert 

.A." ~·~i.. l7xct1lse 

Clifford Ferrin 

Ca.r 1 'Klingberg 

Axel IGingbore 

Cl arence J\nderson 

Fran:c Bierman 

Doyl e Simonsen 



The latest effo:!.'t in 1conserl~a.-tion pln.nning- is funnd in the :progTa.m cw led the 
.•. 

"208" non point sou:r.cc pollution p1a.'1!1ing pro·:!edure. 

Behind the \·rhole Gffor-t is a cha.:r:ge to the federal EPA brought out throug:.'-1. 

legislation by Congresr; ·co make tht1 I!TaterH of the nat ton fishable ::...nd suimabl~ . 

Such a 1)lan :for treatment of the problem ~·las to be ready for implementation 

by 198C•. 

The >'lhole :program \vas first airoed at "point som·ee pollu.tion", this is 

:pollu~ion to st::eruns 1-.1h:i.ch C8.n bP. identified e.s comine f:t.·om a sing::.e individ'fl 

source, such a.s feedlot runoff, inadequate community smva~-e treatment disposal!. 

en<i ·w"ltreated factory vmstos. Since the legisle.tion, EPA ha.s put out conside:>··· 

a.bJ.c effort at er,i'oJ"cing these first. regul~.tions. 

The "non :point }JOllntion" sources are those "'hich cGJ.nnot be identified as 

coming :from onE~ definite location. This is the pollution caused by excess 

sediment ancl fR.n.1 cherucal :t'\l..."10ff coming from f>Ticul t1u:-al land. 

The .federal courts have determined the~t the non point source pollution, 

Sec~ion 208 of P.L. 92 )00 had not been .im:pl~m.t:-l,tcd ·and charged the E't>A to 

act. Hence the so called "208~: program. 

ContJ:asted to m:.:my other feo.e:rally administr.n:-ed prog:rru."ts, tJ·d.s progrB.m has 

invited the genc:::-al pub:_l_i.c to develo:? the progr a."!l to treat the problem. 

Since July 1976 U1e Cherokea Count y S:)il f:onservation District has held f ·:Rt:c 

public mee-tings t o tl."j• t o g-et peopl e from the generP~1 public interewted in 

dt.~vcloping a :pla:0 of action to ,..olloH. 

A minority of active ano. interested people have formed -together anC. are 1trell 

on their: \·!BY tm·rarii completing the Chero:<ee County pa1:t of an eventual plan 

to be subnitted for the \·!estern Iowa C0nservancy District. This a1.·ea comprises 

all the lan<'l in Vlestern Im·ra that d.'t'ains into the Hissou:r.i River. 

A final comment as a post script - "vTi thout the pla..11. developed by the local 

people, the EPA "vlill develop a plan to be followed by the people. 

Joe V. 'Dessel 

A twilight conservation tour was held jointly by the Cherokee County Soil 

Conservation District and Cherokee County Extension Service ~n Wednesday 

evening, Hay 26th and attended by an estimated ten carloads of people. 

Fa.:r.m and conse:evation practices vievred ''~ere the Catherine Duncan farm 

operated by Chris Kiertzner and the grassed backslope parallel terraces 

const:r."llc·ted in 1965, 1968 and 1976; the Verdean J3umann farm and the erosion 

control structure, wate:rwP~Y and one half section of land c~mpletely tied 

do1m vli th :pe.rallel level terraces; -:;be Virgil Pyle farm and ne"r broad base 

level terraces~ the Don Smith confinement eattle feeding ope:ration and 

P..l1imal \oraate disposal facility; and the Bud Stiles farm opera·~ed by Gerald 

Smith 1:d th ita nevr concept of straight-wi th-the-fenceline t ile ou-tlet 

terraces. 

Due to the success of this tour, other conservation tours for urban and. 

other interested people are planned. 

TtlATERSEEDS 

I .. and treatment in the form of terrace application has been a.dvanced 

considerably in the three watersheds approved for priority planning in 

Cherokee County during 1976. 

Stratton Creek \latershed, located east of \lashta, had three miles of 

terraces installed; Four 11i.le Creek Watershed, snuth of f!uimby, ha.d 

seven miles of terraces installed and Railroad Creek 1t.'atershed, north 

of Cherokee, had 2. 5 miles of terre.ces installed. These t erraces in 

watershed areas plus additional conservation tillage had a large input 

on the amount of lru1d adequately treated in these watersheds. 

In addition to these t'latersl1eds, there is considerable inte:r:-est in 

establishing a land treatment vratershed in southern 'dillow and S.i,.lver 

Townships in the drainage to Ashton Cree'.< in Ida Count-y. 



IOUA COl\TS:::RVATION COl'li''IISSIOlT 

The Iowa Conservation ·:Jommiss:ton cooperates with the Soil Conservation 

District in improving and protecting wildlifH habitat in the county. 

11/'ildlife :Biologiat Tom Neal, ¥!ho shares en office with -the SCS in Cherokee, 

is responsible for ":ildlife habitat vrork in five counties, including 

Cherokee. The Conservation Commission conducts wild.l! fe surveys and advi.ses 

people on HildJ.ife problems. Mr.. Neal will also assist you in ordering 

trees and shrt.tbs for 1>1ilcllife, planning areas for "'ildlife habi·tat, and 

st.:::.cking your pond with fish. These progra.-ns are f1.nanced ent.ireJy by the 

sale of hunting, trapping and fishing licenses. No tax money is used, and 

there is no cha·r.ge for these services. 

1:tild.1ife can exist in ha::emony with a modern, efficiently operHted fa:>.m. no 
you have a hillside that is too steep to farm? An odd corner cut off by a 

1-1ater\vay or railroad track? A pond that could be fenced off? A \..roooJot 

full of cattle? All these areas are potential wildlife habitat if they are 

::_:Jroperly managed. How is the 'l'!ild.life "crop" on yo1lr farm? 

If you would like to have more wildlife around your farm, stop in at the 

Soil Conservation Gervice and. talk it over with 11r. Neal. 

The District is also e.ole to secure the ad.vi(:e and assistance from Du.ane 

Bedford, nist:ri.-;t Forester:·, ,.rho is sts:tt.i0n<:'d in J.,eJI!ars. He can assist you 

in selection of trees and shrui.Js for various locations and any info:;:mation 

or ?roblems rehding to forestry .i.n genera:'_. If you '-dsh to contact Mr. 

Bedford, stop in at i;l:e SCS offiee in LeNaxs or else here in Cherokee and 

1:1e can put you in touch \vi th hin. 

" 

£!-:':::':t.'FICT G_OVill\.IUHG BOl'W · -~ _i:_QHi'USSIONJ!i:RS 

Vere T. Go:cr·i!lgton, Chairman 

!•'!a.Y :;;. }'h..lgge. Yi~e r.ha.irrnan 

J oe V. ::esscJ. , '.Preasurer 

:Done.ld L. Dcv!itt, ~;iatc:::-shnd l?e:-:n.·csentat.i·ve Ne:nl.:er 

I!lme.r 0. :Brel'~rnor, ;;~d·ncation Representative f!Iembe::::' 

PJ~STI~I_g~.r_ 9F)!1;.Q:E1 __ s_~AJ'E.. .. 
1?eT.~3J'c1 B~e.~J.?J1d 

!·bna,s Hixo~ 

J\lC'.lV.? lh"'llenr,0ck 

Gle.C~'G Schroeder 

J:.I:~S4 OFJ'ICB .~JAFF 

'.:a."'...lis r... Tonsfeldt 

Richard Eall 

·;Jayne li.:"oerJ.y 

.LPG ~vhite 

'.·iayne Ducorrn.ntm 

Guy Hem:pey 

:'·Jo~nan Htl.thison 

Ea:cgaret 'lalker 

Iy_:JA COlJSE.'qVAT~..9!'EISSIOH 

Tom Heal (stationed at Ci1erokee) 

J)u2.11e Beciford ( s-taJGi c.>rwd at LeHP...xs) 

Che;~okee, IovJa 

Clees·horn. Im·ra 

8herolcee. In~,:a, 

1}a.sllta. , J,:, . .;a 

Aurelia, Im·Ja 

I:.L strict Con~8r"'v2:ti~:.nist 

Cnns~:t.""'.ra!~i:;r. Te('~h.Pi cic..n 

'·'A-::: 'rech:nicie.n 

Clc::t·~-c ·~ Secretary 

~rea Conservatior~st 

C::. vil "Sng.i:neer 

Civil Engineer ':'ecr.r.d.oian 

Civil lligi1leer 

Ci viJ. i'!~nginF-!8r 

Ci.viJ. Nl.B'i.1eer TechniciEm 

Civil 1Jngineer Techntciar: 

Area Clcr1.-:: 

~/i.ldlii'e :Biologist 

J)istrict Foreste:;:> 

t-



1--!1 Burlg-et A.lloc;;d;ion - -
~)enses: 

Commissioners Expenses 
Office Supplies 
Demonstration Ha.te:r·ials 
Offiee Expense 
R.eleased to Ile:pax·trnent of 
Soil Conservation 

2-I1 Bu~·et 1l.l1ocaUon - - - - ·· 
Clerical Sa.la:ry, PICA, IPERS, 

~~ 401.50 
290.97 
44-73 

161.97 

500_._8J 
$ -~1 '400. 00 

Travel and Insurance $ 8,580.76 
542.99 }",q_v.iprnent 

.~ ·- ---,; 

~' -;P 

.... -----~ 

1,400.00 

1,1100.00 

9,1Jh.34 

Tie leased to ])e:pa:rtment of 
Soil Conser.va.tion ~--~l0~ .. ·~2L~0--------~----~~ 

~ 9,134-34 $ 9,134.3h 

J-11 Budget .Allocations 
73-71-J. Allocation - - - - - -
Ji'unds Ped cl Out 

74-75 Allocation - - - - -- -
Func1s Paid Out 

* Funds Obligated 

75-76 Allocation - - -· - -- -- -
Funds Paid Ont 

·><-*Funds Obligated 
:Burids UnobUgai;ed 

( * anti '** includes LTA) 

" ·:.< s 20,(C8.i!2 
20,?08.35 

$ 16,925.79 

.,. 
-'tl 

s 
" ~\j) 

3, 1!±6. 5SL.·------:.­
$ 20,072.29 

~ 3~299.09 
13,599.33 

lOJ.. 93 
~\ 22,000.00 

~ 

--~ 

'i.!· 
"" 

20,708.35 

20, fo8.35 
20,072.29 

20,072.29 
22,000.00 

?.2,000.00 

District 1:!a.tershed Haintenance li\md 

'Balance on Rand. 7·-1-75 
'Ja.tershed. Payments 
Interest 

~> 46,176. 2?. 
1,265.10 
2,699-31+ 

$ 50,lh0.66 

District G~neral Fund 

'Balance On Hand 7-1-·75 ~ 1 ,1+20. 77 
Income 2,492.97 

J.'o·tal 
Exoenses 
Balance on Hand 6--30-76 

~-1~5-~.5. 
$ 50,065.41 

Total 
Expenses 
Ba.la.nce on Hand 

$ 3,913.74 
n 2,137.70 

$ 1, 776.01+ 

" 

The Cherokee District Commissioners \orish to thank the many agencies and 

businesses for their contributing help in the field of conservation. Among 

these are: Department of Soil Conservation, Soil Conservation Service, 

Ebctension Service, State Conservatior1 Commission, County Conservation Board, 

Cherokee County A.s.c.s., F.C.I.C., F.H.A., Radio Station KCEE, Cherokee Daily 

Times, Aurelia Sentinel, l·1arcus NeHs, Farm Bureau Spokesman, Cherokee County 

and. C:i ty government un1 ts and all contractors who worked in our county. A 

special thank you to the farmers a..nd lando\>m.ers \>rho .furthered their p:t·oeress 

this year \>li tb one or more practices on their .fa:r.T.1s and to the many individuals 

\.rho have given freely and -.,.rillingly of their time and effort in assisting us 

;,.;i th ou:r conservation program. 

--Boe!:r.d. of Five Cherokee Cou ... 'lty Oonserva.tion Commissioners 

Vere T. Corrington 
Cherokee 

Hax E. Mugge 
CJeghorn 

Joe V. Dessel 
Cherokee 

Elmer 0. Brehmer 
Aurelia 

Donald L. Dellli tt 
~·!ashta. 




