
July 13; 1943 }~ 

ANALYSIS OF I<JvVA DISTRICTS LAW 

I. Declaration of policy. 

11It is hereby dec~ared to be the policy of the legislat~re to provide 
for the restoration and conservation of the soil and soil resources of 
this ste-te and for the contra]. and prevention of soil erosion o.nd 
thereby to preserve natural resources, control floods~ prevent im­
pairment of do.n19 o.nd reservoirs, assist and maintain the navigo.bility 
of rivers and harbors~ preserve wildlife, protect the tax base, protect 
public lands o.nd promote the health, safety and public welfare of the 
people of this state .. " 

II. Definition of a soil conservation district ~- A governmental subdivision ------. --~~..,.. .... -------. . _,. . .,_.._ ...... ~-of this Sto:ce" and o. public body corpoi1 ato and politic; 

III. So~l conservation district boundaries. 
· ' ~-

No limi·bation -- it can be a county, part of o. county, tvvo or more 
countie ~, or po.rt s of counties, a · water·shod, or any l ogal boundary 
established by tho Sto.,te Soil Conservo.tion Committee. Tho 1aw does 
not state whether all the o.rea does or does not have to be contiguous; 
therefore o.,ssume it does not ho.ve to be .. 

IV. State Soil Conservation Committee 
in cho.r ge at State level. 

to serve as an agency of the State; 

~~ Composed of chairman nnd four members. 

Pirector of State Agricultural Extension Service 
Sto.tB Secret~ry of Agriculture 
Three members appointed by Gove;nor and confirmed 

by the Senate - shall be bono. fide farmers~ 
liv~ng on farms. · 

The Committee may invite the Secretary of the U. s .. Depo.rtnobt of 
Agriculture to appo~nt member in nn advisory capacity~ (This is now 
the state · conservationist of the Soil Conservation Service.) 

B. Tenn of office for farm.er~members - Six years. 

C. Salnries and expenses. 

1. Two ex-officio members receive no salary but are entitled 
to expenses. 

2. Tho three fo.rmer-me:rnbers receive $10 for each do.y they serve 
but for not over ~50 days per year, They shall also be en­
titled to expenses~ 

V. Headquarters of State Soil Conservation Committeeo 
-~ . - .... ..,._....,.._ __ 
Office of State Department qf AgriculturG, State Capitol Building, 
res Moines, Iowa• 
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VI. Duties of State Soil Conservation Committee. 

A. To offer such assistance as may be appropriate t .o the district 
governing body in the carrying out of t~eir powers and duties. 

B.· Encourage organization of districts • . 

C. Supervise all steps in : 

lo Organiz~tion of districts. 
2. Holding of electionsQ 
3. Addi~g new territory. 
4. Discontinu~~ce of dist~icts. 

D. Define ex:a,ct boundaries of soil conservation districts. 

E. To disseminate information among the districts " 
I 

F" Coordinate programs of the sever.al districts. 

G. Secure cooperation and assistapct;J o;f the U. S. Government 
and any of 1ts agencies and any agencies of the State. 

VII. Definition of a "landowner". 

11Landowner" includes any p~rson~ firm, or corporation who shall 
hold title to three or more acres of' land lying outside incor­
porated cities or towns and within a prop; sed district o~ a 
district organi~ed under the provisions of this chapter. 

VIII . "Renter" or nTenant 11
• - not defined as they have no voting 

powerr;' 

IX" "Due Not ice 11 defined. 

Publication at least twice (with an interval of ' at least six days 
between publication) in a newspaper of general circulationo 

X. District governing body, -- three members terined "commissioners 11
• 

A. All three members elected. 

B. Term of office six years, except first election when com­
rnissioner receiving highest number of votes will serve for 
six years, next hj.ghest fou,r years, and next two years. 
Thus an election is held every two years. In case of a 
tie the State Corrunittee will decide . 

c. Qua.lifications - they shall :reside within the district or 
in c:i, ties or towns lying wi"thin the out side boundaries of 
the qistric~. Law .dQe,t$ not fJay ~h_ey. must be lando·wners o 

.• 

/ 
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XI. Steps in __ ?:rganizing a sc:_il conservatio:r;.~~t__:ict . 

Ao Petition for organization to be presented to State Soil 
Conservation Co~1ittee signed by any 25 owners, but 
signatu~es must ~epresent at least 20% of owners in the 
proposed 0rea. (A form of petitj_on has been set up by 
the State Co~ittee.) 

1. Petition must give a proposed n~e . 

2. Must state there is need for a district. 

3. Mu.st give descl"iption of proposed area. (Area does not 
lfave to be contiguous.) 

~... Must request that the State Commit·tee define the definite 
bo'l{ndarie s and hold a referendum. ·.·:.: · 

B. Hearing - - TJithin 90 days after the petition is filed, the 
State Cmru.11ittee muSt give due notice of ·a hearing, setting 
the date, the time, and . the place. 

1. Hearing held by State Corrunittee. Any interested person 
has a :right to attend and to be he a rd . 

2. J\qjourned hea,ring -- If there are those present who.se 
lands are not included in the original petition and 
they want to be included, the State Cornmittee can 
adjqurn the hearing and hold another hearing in the 
proposed added areas. 

3· Favorable hearing. The State Conunittee shall so record 
such determination, define the boundaries; and set a 
date f or a referendum" 

L~. Unfavorable hearing.. If the hearing is unfavorable, as 
deterrr.ined by the State Committee, it shall deny the 
petition and no new petition in substantially the s ame 
territory can be filed for at least six months. 

Co Refer8ndum -- to be supervis$d by State Comrnittee after 
givillg"due notice. 

1. No definite time set up by law. 

2. Due notice must be given. 

3. Vote shall be by ballot e 

4. Only lando1vqe rs are eligible to vote. 

5. Vote required -- at least 65% of vote cast must be for 
the distrj_ot. 
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6. If vote fails district fai.ls, and no new petition can 

be ·pres<3iJ.ted ·for six months o . 

7. If vote is . favorable, the State Co1mnittee can still 
declare it not foasi ble ancl deny the petition as, 
for ~xmnple, if there a~e 1,000 eligib~e voters and 
only ~00 voteo E~en though over 65% of the votes 
co.st a:re fs;1rorablo, it may show lack of interest due 
to S\J.ch a small vote • 

8o If the vote is favorable and· the State Committee is 
favorable, they shall declare the district practical 
and feasible, and ' will proceed with the remaining 
organization steps. 

D. Election of ·three commissj.oners {N0to. carefully, for this 
varies from other states in thut they are elected at the 
same time tho referendum is held,) 

1. Nominating petitions must be filed 1vith the State 
Conooittee at least ten (10) days before referendum. 

2. Petition must be signed by 25 or more landowners. 
Landowners can sign more: than one pctitiono 

3. Candidates' names are placed on same ballot as for 
re fe rendun1. 

4. Only landowners vote. 

5o Three candidates receiving largest vote shall be de­
clared elected. In case of tie, State Cownittee makes 
decision. 

6. Term of office -- shall be for six years, except at 
first electiono Tho one receiving tho highest vote 
sho.ll be for s;i;x: years, next highest four years, and 
noxt two yeo.rs o Thus, one co:.-rLm;issionor is elected 
every t wo years. (Supervisors can succeed themselves 
by electiono) 

7 o ' Vacancies -- State Commi tteo can appoint person to .f:i 11 
term until next election for a comrr1issioner at which 
time any unexpired term must also be voted on. 

8. Salaries and expenses of commissioners -- They shall 
receive no compensation for services~ but mny be paid 
expenses if funds are available •.. 

E. Certificate of due organi~ation. 

l. The throo olected. commissioners shall apply to the 
Secretary of State for such a cortificateo He will 

, 

• 
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examine the application papers and if they are in right 
order, records and issues same. 

2o Such a certificate shall also be recorded in the office 
of the county recorder. 

F. Powers and duties of district comm..i..ssioners. 

To car:ry on all work of the district, as defined by the Law . 

XIII. Adding 1ddition~l Ter~itory~ 

A. Sa,me procedure as for creating a district except if less 
than 25 landowners are invo1od in the area to be added 
apd 75% of them sign the petition, all that is needed is 
to hold a hearing and then the decision is up to the 
State Committee. 

B. In adding new territory, the landowners in the oid territory 
have no vote ·- only those in the terri tory to be added have 
the privilege to vote. 

XIV. Discontinuance of a district " 

A. After district has been operating five years, any 25 land­
owners can file petition with the State Committee for 
discontinuance. 

B. If deemed advisable, the State Committee may hold hearing. 

C. ·within 60 days after the petition is filed they must hold 
a referendum .. 

D. Only landowners vote. 

E. Vote required - The Le.w says that when 65% of the land..­
ownorsvote ""to terminate the existence of said dist~~ict > 

the State Committee shall advise commissioners to tenninate 
the affairs· of · the district. There can be some question 
as to whether 65% means of those voting or of th9se 
eligible to vote. Since it requires only 65% of those 
voting to croato a district, no doub·t the requirement is 
the same for discontinuance of a district. 

F. New petitions for discontinuance can only be filed every 
five years • 

Analysis of Iowa Districts Lavv, as of July 13, 19Lt3, prepared by 
F. A. Fisher, Project Plans Division~ Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


