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October 2nd, 1896, Twenty-~i~th anniversary of the_pastorate 

of Dr. A. L. Frisbie over Plymottth Cl1urcl1, Des J.foines, Io'lra. 

Col. G. L. Godfrey, Chairman: 

We \'/ill be led i11 praJrer by the Rev. ,T. lJ. Chamberlain. 

Rev • J • r.1 . Chamber 1 a i 11 : 

Oh, God of our Fathers, and Our Fa tl1er \Vho art in heav-

en, \Ve hallov, thy name at this time • We wait on Thee with thanks-
. 

g iving and with praise for Thou hast said when Thy people build a 

house to Thy praise and -when th9y dedicate it to Tl1ee, and when they 

turn their faces toward Thee, and to~ard Thy ~ouse, Thou wilt see and 

hear gracio11s 1~,. So we come to verify and testify concerninc Thy 

promises i 11 tl1i s church d ed i cat ed to Thee; vie come a.s t 110 se \Vho have 

consecrated tl1emselves to Thy ser·vice, to ,.vai t on Thee in expectation, 

ir1 hope and in assurance. ;'le come to bear· testimo11J/ that ·.·:e hav9 

proved Thee, and Thou hast shown Thyself gracious and ever ready to 

ans·Ner . .1\11d so Tho1-:i. l1ast com-Ported Thy chil ,dren in this place, 

Tbe 1 ~ t t le 11andful tl1a t years ago---man~r years ago--­

banded together to lift up their hearts unitedly unto Thee, that Thou 

wo1.1ldst plant a vine her0 a11d \'later it v,i t11 T11y refreshing grace until 

it should fill a large place, Thou hast verified their expectatior1s. 

We tha1:1l~ Thee for the labors tl1at ·.vere besto".ved i11 t·he early days 011 
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thy ser~vant, because it v1as his privilege in former days~ in the days 

of small thin6 s to contl"ibute his life and services for a term of years 

to the building of this, Thy vine. We thank Thee that others have 

b~ilded, and others have laid upon the foundations that were a l ready 

l aid. Y7e than!,: Thee t11at they l1a'"1e laid so 'Nell, so ·firrnly, so 

beautift:tlly, so that there is s1~ch a glorious frui tage to - day. Yle . 

give Thee thanks that Thy ser·var1t has been perr-ii t ted, lo these rnany 

years, to mi11i ster ir1 this place a11d to po~1r ot~t l1i s so-u. l before Thee 

and i11 the public assembly in supplication, i11 entreat;/ and in cornfort 

to those who are in his ministry, that man~- would be gathered in that 

'N011ld co·vena11t to do Thy 'Nill a11d 1.valk in s~rmpathy vii th Thy di·~.rine 

purposes . V'le thanl~ Thee that Thou didst ser1d him to this far· off 

churct. from his f'ar off J1orr1e and that he has fo1.1r1d it so delightful 

among this peop~e. We thank Thee that Thou didst mate it so delight -

fu l amor:ig this people to be under his rni11istry and to tal-::e his col1n­

se l into their hea1"ts a11d tl1at so 1nan~r th:. s day, this evenir1r; ir1 tr .. i s 

sanctuary bear testimon~r ths,t l1e has led tl1eTY1 into t:his chief corner 

stone Christ Jesus our Lord. \Ve tl1a11l~ T11ee for the coIYifort of 11i s 

ol.vn heart in these things a11d no 1·1 \'Tait for Thy blessi11g . 

hast riot jor1e enough fo~ this vine; we do ast Thee to pri1ne and enrich 

it 'Ni th tl10 dev,s of Thy grace more and more abu11dan·t ly and those wl'io 
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113.-ve borne testimo11y a11d united ,.,,i th it, TJord tl1e~· a1·e ir1co1rlplete 

bef'o!"'e Thee. They are not Thy finished work. From the oldest to 

tbs youn~est they are yet learners. Teach them Thy will. \Ve knO\Jl 

ir1 these la.tter days hov:, rnuch tl1e1·e is i11 the gospel of the Christ of 

God; ho .. , I!tucl1 there is ir1 tl1at c;ospel that ever:/ soul needs. We 

pray O Lor'd that Thou v1ilt gra11t Tr1y gr·acious spirit to be upon this 

pastor· a11d upon tl1is people still ~nor3 richly. Bless this service 

in which we are engaged this evening. ~ay it all be to Thy hor1or; 

may it all have Thy blessi11r; and grace, a11d v1l1.et1~ .. er 'Ne siI1g or praJ' 

or speak, 0 Lord, be with us and bless us. Forgive us our sins and 

o;;r i!1efficiency in the use of Thy gifts and above all tl:i116 s vie pray 

that Thou wilt baptize us by Thy spirit here and now, for Christ's 

sake, Amen. 

t.1r. Chai rma11 : 

Y.le have a short PI'Obrarri.:~e and several s .. 1eeches but I 

have b~en notified b;/ the committee tliat each. speal:.er· ·uill be limited 

to ten rn i 11u t es • The first speal{e1~ on the 1:iro~rarrirne v,as not consul tcd 

b y the co rn:rri i t t e e i n f i x i 11 g a 1 i mi t . 

Pour year·s aso I ,~1as out 011 the Pacific road ridi11g along v;he11 I 

noticed a fellow passencer reading a book which he read ur1til towards 
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niG11t , vn1e11 he r;ot tl1rotl i_:; !' ',Vi tl1 the bool~ he laid it dO\'/~ and \'liped 

h is syes . I picl:ed the book up and looked at it, and fou11d it was 

b ~, a 1:,a i lr·oad man f ror:i I ov,a, and I : old hi rrl :. l1a t I l-:!1e 1.'I that rr.a11 , a11d 

he rep l ied, "It is a bea1.1tifully v1ritter1 boolc::, but evid3r1tl~' tho 1nar1 

\vho i7rote it did not k~o~·, anytl1ir1t_; abo11t railroading" . We v,i 11 1101.'1 

h ,ea.1-- from ~l1e rrie..n \Vho wrot e tl1e book, 1~r . George== • Le \1is. 

GporgA i~ T,e,,•,1· s •• 
V V -- t .._, 

1..Ja.dies an:l Gentlemer1, Fello\'1 r.1~rncers of Pl.\'lnouth Cl1urcl1 

and f1:,iends f1--om other· C!1Urc11es : 

I~ is an honor and privile~e uhich I greatly prize, to be per-

mi:: 3d to express tlie feeling of Plyt.1ou:l1 Cl1urch to 0111"' loved a11d hon-

I could wish the duty ~ere entrusted to one more fit to 

voice i11 e l o:iuent vrords, the tender11ess c:tl~d deptl1 of tt.e af1 .... ectio11 

which t lfO 
,Y V as a cl1urc}1 and as ind i \rid1.J.als, feel to ,,rrard him \vho has been 

o~r spiritual leader and our personal friend for twenty - five years . 

It has been 1~~1 p!"i 'lilei;e to be con11r.3cted . vii t11 Pl~Tl"!l011tl1 Cht1.rch 
• 

for sorn0 rrlo11ths l or1ge1" tha'.'.1 has Dr . Prisl)ie , a l tl101.ich he v,as called to 

the cr.urch befo2:·e I cane . All the older members will r·ecal l tr1e 

9a~er anticipations with which ~he comins of our pastor- e l ec t was 

a·:,a i ted . The cl1urcl1 l1ai be'311 ~:,i thout a pastor· for· mor~ . than a yec-i.r , 

an1i som~ unfor·tunate di:.,fer·o11ces had arisen to mar i ts l1armo11~/ • Tl1e 
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corriir1r; of the ne\v pastor ·.vas lool~ed for 1•1i tl1 l1ope. Hope, th~t by 

the blessir1g of God and tl'1e exercise of· tact arid disc:retior1, harmo11~r 

in the chl1rch ·,vol1ld be promoted , and new stro1·!ctl1 a11d inspiratio11 

given to its work. But would l1e be able to meet the exigenc:v? 

What if he sl1ould fai 1? The hearts o: all 1NJ10 loved Pl~rmol.1.tl1 C11urch, 

were filled with mingled hope and anxiety for its future. 

appointed tirne }.:r. Frisbie came, a co1npa1,atively youne man 

brin~i11g a cl1arming v1ife 1,vi th l1im. ~is cordial and frie11dly ways, 

a1.-1d ur1iforrr1 courtesy sOO11 v,on all l1earts, 1.vl1ile his pulpit mi11istra-

tions, most accep~able in manner, and helpful in upbuildir1g ohristian 

" charac:er, manifested the t:reatest tact and disor·etion. 

SOO11 the hear·ts of' all true lovers of t11e Cr1urcr1 sr.relled 1:ri th 

joy ar1d hope, as old d iffer·er1ces, one bj' one, v,rere dropped, ar1d tlie 

union of the cht1.rcl1 in ohristiar1 :f'ellowsl1ip visibly increa,sed. If 

11othint?; ·e1s0 had be0n accomplished b~r O1..,-:_r pastor, t11a.11 \Veldinz toceth-

er tl1~ discor·darit elemer1ts, and directir1g tl1em ir1to effective c11a11nels 

of christian service, l1e v1ot~ld have deserved v1ell of tl1e cr .. t1r·ch. 

But for twenty-five years he has gone in and out before us and the 

cor:imunitJ, ever holdin6 fortl1 the 1.vord of life, arid like the preacher 

of 1Nl1om '1-oldsmith 1.vrot0, l1e hg,s ,,alltlred to brit:;l1te1" 1,orlds a11d led 

the ~·,ay" • 
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Soon after Dr. ?risbi':3 se~tled amonE; us, he vras called to pass 

throuJh the jeep waters of affliction. 1Ie s1.1.ffered 'tl:e c;rea test loss 

a nd sor·ro·.v ,vhich can befall a 1nan, i11 the death of his dear·ly love.i 

and cl1erisl1ed uife---a grief vrhici-1 thos3 only can under·stan:::, 1Nl10 ha,,e 

experi er1ced it . Tl1e hearts of all ~l1e cl1~rch •;1er·e dr·a'.111 to Otlr pas-

tor ir1 sJrmpathy a11d affection, in his great grief, and it v,as fe l t 

ever after, that he could enter ~ore truly in:o the sorrows and 

griefs of hi s people, because of the bitter cup v,hich had bee11 pressed 

to his O\Vn 1 ips . 

In his pul pit ministrations Dr . Frisbie has endeared himself to 

all, by his earnestness, sincerity , and honesty . Esche1.·ri11g all sen-

sat io11al ism , a11a rel i 0 ious pyroteclu1ic s and a ll mere tl1eo l oe_;ical 

metaphysics, he has preached the gospe l of the living Christ and a 

pres•jr1t salvation from evil arid si11, ir1stead of' tl1e dead do6mas and a11 

escape from pt111i sri1nent after· li-f'e l1as ended. II i s m111 i st r y 1"k'1. s no t 

b~en characterized by treme11dous mo1·al 1..1pl1eavals, follo'.·1ed, as is gen­

erally the case , by seasons or spiritual depression and barrenness, 

but has been lil~0 the f'alling of the early arid the latter rair1 , wi th 

its bl'3ssed promise of' -Prt1i tfulr1ess . 

As a result , there has been al l these years , a stror1g and steady 

Shristia11 l ife in the ch·J..rch, stre116 the11i r1r; and b l e~sing thoss al-
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ready members, and att r·actir1£:; constant arid n1,;tme.t·ous accessions of 

. 
those who were drawn to the better life. ·\Vhi le increase of the mern-

bersl1ip of a churc11 is only or1e of i:ria.11~/ tests of the use:fulness o:f a 

pastot•, it is ar1 impor·ta11t cri terio11. But measurer by this test, 

our pastor will have no cause :for regret. ~et me very briefly re-

call some of the results of Dr. Frisbie's ~inistry :froin this point o:f 

Vi 0 :1. 

I 1.vonde1.., i-f' anyor1e here ca11 tell hO \'I rria.n;'{ active members Plymouth 

Churcl1 had er1rolled or1 its list, when Dr. Frisbie became its pastor. 

So far as I am abla to lear'n a:ft or a care:ful examinatio11 of the 

church recor·ds, 011lJr one hun:3.1..,ed and sixt~r-nine persons 1:rere then 

active -rnembers. There -..vere rrlany others v,ho v1ere members of tl1e 

society and 1:1ere war·mly i11terested in the prosperit~, of the church, 

but the church members did not exceed one ht1.11d11 ed a11d_ sixt~r-ni11e. 

Be8i11nir1r; ~.vi tl1 this small 11ucl0otts, in the t ·11ent~1-fi-ve ~rears of r.:r·. 

the addi :io:ns t o t he chur·cr-1, nwnber· in all elever1 

h"-lndred a11d six persor1s. Of these, four· l :t111clred ar1d f iftJ, f01lr have 

pledged their lives to the service of their dear Lord and Easter in 

a public confessio11 of tl1eir ·f'a.i tl1. 

Think what this meru1s, my friends, Fol1.r hundred and fifty-fotlr 

souls turned from evil to good, from the service of Satan to be co -
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workers with Christ. In tl-ie l10at·~s of !1ea1·ly five hur1d1'ed persons 

eternal life has becun her3 below, to c~ase only when the eternity 

of God hi~self shall end. surely the blessir1g of God has rested on 

OLlr' pastor and our churcl1, to Gi,,e to l1is rni11istry so r·icl1 a rev,ard 

and such abur .. d9.11t frt1i tage. 

But Dr. Fri'sbie' s. pulpi:, service has been only n srnall part of 

his labors for the churcl1. He has oeen active in every good cause, 

for the advancerne11t of r·eligio11 or tl1e l::en,3fi t of the co1nrrluni t;/• He 

ha.s rejoiced 1.·ri th us in our joys, and sy1rlpathized deeply a11d tenderly 

i 11 our sorrov1s. ~e has i11voked the blessing o; the Father and the 

Son and the ~oly Ghost u,on our children in the rite of baptism. He 

has received them to tl13 fellowship of the church \Vi tl1 -i;-12..r·m v,ords of 

encouragem0nt and hope. IIe l1as united our ~,oung men arid 1nc1id ·2r1s i11 

the sacred bond of marriage, and has besought the Divine fnvor to rest 

or1 the ne':1 r·elat ions thus asstur.ed. ,.l\.n:i above all l1e r:as comforted 

our hearts when torn with ~rief by the loss of dear ones, and he has 

in tend~~JSG tones of sympathJr and affectior1,·read of the Resurrection 

and the Li:3 and the blessed hopes of the hereafter. I:ov, much of 

tl1is r.1ost helpful work of cor1solatio11 for· the sorr·o\ving, Dr. Frisbie 

l1as perfomed, cannot be told, nae ~:,ould mere numbers adequatel:{ 

express the worth of this service. Pe.1. u~i t me to g~ ve a single i l ltlS-



t.cation, of the or·iginal one hu11dred arid sixt;;,r-i1i11a rnember·s of Ply-

mout11 clrurch, only forty-four are now living and only ~hi~ty-seven 

are still connected wi tl1 the c11urcl1 . 

have bidden farewell to all thinss temporal, and their bodies have 

bean laid to rest ir1 their eternal sl1ep. t'But their souls, their 

bodies' te11ants, l1ave hence asce11ded, ,.vhi ther· 11ei tl1er Time, l\01· Iiope, 

b -'- l r 1· b" UL on y ~ova can c 1I!1 • 

Over the li.feless -Por·ms of far the larger number' of these, Dr. 

Frisbie has perforI!ted the last sad rites, addir1g to the con1fort ing 

'NOr·ds of sc~ipture, most fit and te11d.er 1.'1ords of appr·eciatior1 for the 

dead, ani hope for the living . But n1e1r1bers of ot1r church have bee11 

: only a small part of those for vrhorn l1e has beer1 called 1).pon thus to 

officiate. It is the province of others to speak of his earnest 

1 b ,,.., J.. h f' TT ... r • • • th S +- t f · t a ors :ror L 8 cause o~ _1on1e .t .• 1ss1ons 1n e .... l,a e or 01,1r sis er 

churches and for the corrmuni ty, v1hich has been untiring and most 

useful. 

For· more than tv1er .. t1-three years a noble and gracious r,or.-ian has 

beer1 his compar1ion and helper, ro1-1ndin6 out r.is ma,sculine labors with 

fernini110 grace and charrn, and giving to l1i s ·.vork a completio11 vvhich 

no rrian unaided by :.he ~Ninsomer1ess of \qornan ly cr1aracter col.1ld attain. 

I rerr.ernber as a your1g man, hearir1g a striking sermon b;/ the old 



pastor of a Ne\•✓ Engla11d cl1urcl1, ir1 \Vhich 11e explained tte adoratio11 

paid to the virgin liarJ,, called by that churcl1 the "lviotl~er of 3od 11
, 

on the Jround of the reverence and devotion which exists in every 

risht mind and heart to\var·d \1101nanhood , a11d especially motherhood, and 

tr1is co11sequent year11ir1g for its r'epr·esentation ir1 ~ivi11i ty. Tl1en 

\Vi th remarl~able po"1er he argued that the e1"r'Ol"' of that c1:urcl1 v,as in 

not understaniing that our Lord Jesus Christ united in himself ~he 

d11al ne11tal and spiritual natures of rrlan and v1oman, tr1e strer1gth and 

pc·.,,er \'fhich \Ve call rnasc11line ar:d tl1e ge11t l e11ess a11d tenderness -..·1hicl1 

a1"e rnore distinctively femi11i11e, so becoming tl13 one complete a11d per­

fect bu.man beir1t; . 

. 
' 'Whether this idea is rather fariciful tha11 sound, I k110·.r1 not, but 

sure it is, that Christlil~e11ess is better exernpli1 .... ied b;y tr1e tvrain, 

\'1110 by the mystic tie of marriage, are ma.de one in 01.1r pastorate, tl1an 

would be possible for one alo11e. This is a time for· rnutua l congratu-

lation arid felic:tation. \"le, the mer:lbers of'_ Pl~'lnout11 Churcl1 con-

grat"i;.late ourselves that ot1~ loved chtlrcl1 is SS) st:c·onc i11 number·s and 

in spiritual lif'e. We conGratulate you, our dear pastor upon the com-

pletio11 of tv1erity-five years of faithful service for tl1e church a11d 

its members and congratulate you tl1at you have been enabled to 

accomplish so rnuch for· the cht,.r·ch and for· the cause of Chr·i st i11 this 



community and in the state. 

~ear Dr. Fr·isbie, ,,v0 love ..,Oli for 1vvhat :/011 are in c11aracter a11d 

life. We love ;you because of ter1d e r· e st rnemories of yo11r ser·vices 

for the livin; and the dead. 

Vve love you for \Vhat you have :ione f'or Plymov.th Cl11,;.rcl"l ari:i the 

cav.se of Christ , a11d v1e love ;/OV. fo!.~ the glor·ious l1opes of irnmor-

tali '"..y \'1hiol1 you have a'.7al,:e11ed i1~ so manJ' an3. stre11gtr1-311ed in all • 

.l\nd I am Stire ev :3ry mernber of Plymoutl1 Cl111rch 1.vi 11 1.1ni te \Vi th 

me in the fi rrne st ·:ri s11 that you ~lav •• rJ long be spared to us and that the 

blessir16 of God ma~, rest on ~,ou arid yo1.1rs forever. 

Col. Godfrey: 

The next speaker of' tl1e prograrnme under co11sideration 

has for his subject "conE_;regational Des l1oi11es and Plytnouth' s Pastor". 

The pastor of the 1 it tle church 111) l1ere in Nortri. Des t1oines said to 

the cor:-rrni t toe, "I suppose ~,ou think Pl:,rmo1..1th is about all ther·e is of 

the Co1lgrebatio11al church i11 Des ~.{oines. Just let me get a lick at 

them and I '.Vill tell you wl1at I think about tj1e1n". I said, "G-o on" . 

Rev. St. John. 

Rev. B. St . John: 

I,1r . Chairman, ---0r10 mi.:3ht ir:iagine from t11e 12 .. rge 

stories you are te ll ing to - night i11 i11t~oducing the speakers, Co l onel, 
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" hf 1" you are a consta11t reader of the Ever trut '"'11 • 

I am co1nmissioned to bri11g tl1e greeti116 s of Concregatior1al Des 

!Joi 11es to P 1 yrnou t 11.' s pastor·, a11d I ain sure t!1a t no rnore de 1 i gh t-Pul 

task could be laid upon anyone than that. Vl113n I speak of the pastor 

naturally ~Tot1 thir1l,;: of the pasture and v1he11 you thir1}: of the pasture 

you thinli:: of the flocl: that feeds in the pasture, a11d tl'1en by the 

association of ideas yot1.r mi11d rnay co1ne t.o the real rneaning of 0011-

t;regat ionali sm. " + " t,,.., tl You kno\v it co1nes from co11gr·ega ... e ---or ... u.e ga :er-

in3 together of the ~lock---so thst we feel very sure we are standing 

on scri?tural ground when we speak of ourselves as Congrecationalists. 

are si~ply those who are gathered by flocks under the care of the 

u11dershepl1erd, a!ld all of us ur1der tl1e care of the Great Sl1epherd of 

the sh0ep. We thir1l( 11aturally of the "Shep}:erd song", a11d of l1im v1ho 

''Led Is~ael like a flocl-:", and of the "Great Sl"1epher'd of the sl1eep
11

, 

who goes in and out before us all to brins us into.the richest pastur­

age, and to keep us safely in the fold. 

But .r suspect, Dr·. Frisbie, that t~'.1e11t:-:-ri,re years ago, 1.vher1 ~,ou 

came to Des i~oir1es , then a thriving tov1n, as yot1 looJ::ed over the hills 

and walked throu5h the valleys, possibly it may have s eemed .to you 

/ that a good deal of the~ ound no, appropiated 

1 fitted for tl1e pasturage of' sheep thar1 for the 

by the city was better 

pasturage of men, and 



that yollr shepherdin~ would be somev/r .. at difficult under st1ch circwn-

stances. And yat you gave yourself to the task of shcpherdtnc men, 

and you have since then seen the to'.'1n grov, into the great city and 

the one flock grow into many more than one. And yet it was seven 

years, I belie,re, tl1at you labored here as a sl1epl1erd of a little 

flock o.;- one hundred and. sixty-11ine 1ner:ibers---sever1 years before, over 

yor1dar on the hills of Sevastopol, a little co1npany of ,Velsrunen v1ho 

had brougl1t their independence and thrift and love of religious lib­

erty 1Ni tl1 tl1em, banded theffiselves togetl1er as a Congr·cr;ational churcl1. 

And I suspect that you. could tell us a great deal more than I ca11 abo1.1t 

1,vhat a time you have l1ad all these years over that little flock. 

Then five years or more of shepherding passed by, and some of your 

me{jbers, I suppos0, strayed over beyo11d tl1e river to li v,a, and by a11d 

by the:{ beean to thi11k of a little :'lock over tl1ere, and those \'1ho had 

the Pilgrim faith called thernselves by tl"!o name of. "Pilgrim", a11d 

another flocl-: \Vas formed \Vhicl1 ,,vent v1a11deri-ng abou~ a good many yeaI"'S 

. 
wi :hout a per1nanent :'old or perma11ent shepl1e-rd, but is nov1 established 

011 the hills of East Des 1:Ioines, and ,ve knov, s01netl1i11r; of tl13 11elp and 

enco1.1raGement you have extended to,.vards this -Pold. 

The11 a f'e,:1 yenrs after'\vards yot1r thottghts llegar1 to tur11 tovvard 

the f~orth hi 11s of the city and as ~,ou sa'.'i tri.e "larnbs" of tl1e flocks, 
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arid possibly the "l~ids 11 of tl1e goats sl~ipping about on the hills, it 

occurred to you that there ought to b e a fold there and so with the 

help of Plyrnouth Cl1urch you set about buildi11g a fold and gatherir1g in 

the "la.'nbs" and the "kidsn of the [;Oats, fi .r-st ir1 a Sur1day School, 

then i11 a church, until they chose a pastor of' their O\.v11, str1.1ggled on 

to self suppor~, and have gone on their way rejoicing, for lo, these 

?or I co11s;ratulate myself, sir, tl1at 1.·1i thi11 three 

1r1011ths time I have beer1 half as long tl1e pastor of Nort11 Par·k church as 

Then other years of pasturing and s~cpherding followed before 

the b:ii lding of a fold among our German bretl1..c·en over 011 the East Side 

· and they v1e1~e gathered ir1to a little floct: under tl1e pastoral \Vatcl1 

and care of Brother !Ie21n, and those of us '.Vho have knovrr1 him best, 

kno1;v hoi:1 faithfully he has "scratched" for his flocl~. 1Ie has been 

true to his name. d 
u tr _i\n thOUGh he has so f ov1l a na!:°ie, he 1-1.as bee11 al 1 

thes9 ·years a -f'ai thful pastor· ov::;1' the little flock, 11ot ot"" chickens 

but of sheep. Then th.ree years more \vent by, ar1d out yor1der on the 

South-west hills another little flock was brought together, and it was 

called "Parl: .1\ver::ue Cht1rch". \ie are i!o::. sa~'ing much abot1t it just 

now, but it is out there, and one of thes 3 days we expect you will 

hear of the flock there being folded and shep~ei·3od. And f i11ally 



-lb-

out here in ,,Talley Junction a part of it i11 tl1e City of Des }.1oi110s, 

at1d a pa.rt out side, \Vas bathe red last year· another \Vhic11 pro1ni SGS to 

grov;,r one da~, i11to a strong and vico1'01.1s church flock . And so 'Ne are 

cor1gratulati.t1g 01.1rselves, and you, Dr. Frisbie, tl1at ir1 these t\venty­

fiva ,,ears ·,ou have li "lei to see one flock of 011e hundr'ed atid sixt",• -
" ,J 

nine grow i nto seven flocks . Some of them not very great, b11t two 

of theni at least, gr·eatsr· ~ha11 t11e one o,1 er ~~,l1ich ~'OU be6ar1 your 

shepherd's care , twenty- five years ago. It is an achievement not 

ofte11 attained ir1 these days, and in tl1is iNester11 lar1d tl1at 011e man 

should have the i,vatct.ful care over· tt .. e pro[:res s o.f' t1~1e Kint:;dom i11 or1e 

place, to see 011e fo l d f;l'O':r into S,Jve11, and one l:.t:le i'lool-: of one 

: hundred arid sixty- ni11e expa11d into seve11 f l ocks of over' eleven l1undred 

sheep . 

Tl1is is true in a do1..1b l e se11se, for Yre have bee11 to l d this eve -

ning that over eleven hundred meY-tber'S hnve bee11 connected Yvi th Pl~TTnoutl1 

Church ·during t11ese tv,enty- fi ve year·s, 1.vhi l e to- da~; the united rrlember­

\ship of the seven churches is a little more than e l even hundred . 

And so I bri11g to you 01.1L" congratulatio11s . \Ve be 1 i eve ttta t 

i n a ll thesa years you have been a faithfu l chief undershepherd, 

and ~'ot1 have not 011 l y brougl1t to tl-1i s flocl{ a11d to thi s fo l d , food ir1 

abun1ance and l ed them out ir1to tl1e "61"eer. 1)astures" a11d by the s i de 



of the "still \Yat,3.._'"'s", b1J.t you l1ave led us all 11n•::Ier' tl1e directio11 

and car'e of the Great Shep11erd, to v1r.ere 1.•1e r~ave fou11d rest, r•efresh-

merit, arid food, and theref'or vre l1ave all 1-lad gro 1nth . l·~ay God bless 

you and add ~,et rna11y ~rears to ~,our labors, a11d man~, sr.eep to ~rot.1r fo l d . 

Col . Gojfrey : 

The next or1 the prograrnme is tl1e t:;reeti11g from 

,,P l JIDOllth Sisters", 11ad b;y J:rs . I: . C. Y!i11dsor . 

rl r s • II • c • i.¥ i 1 l i s o Y' : 

I t has been said that ''Fr i ends are the sunshine of 

l ife '', and it see~s to - ni~ht that your l ife must be al l aglow with 

s unsl:i r19 . 

, Yve are a l so told tl1a t "A friend is t l1e gift of' God ", the11, 

dear pas tor , ir1 this V?st aud i ence beho l d God 's g i ft to you . 

El oque11ce \Vill flo\v froF-L the lips of rnany of the ge11t l e1Yien 

present in a vain endeavor to measure the respect , tl1e honor , the es-

teem which is here represented . But i t is or1ly a part of this aud i-

ence for which I have the honor to speak . 

V-!e r1ave heard tl1a t 

"When Eve brought 'lroe to a ll r.~1a.t1l{i11d 

Old A.dam called her wo- man ; 

But when she wooed with l ov e s o k i nd , 



~ 

~ 

lie tl1en p r·or1ounc ed l1er woo-rna11. 

But now, ~ith folly and with pride, 

Their husb~nd's pockets triF.ming, 

• The women are so full of whims 

Tl1a t rne11 p ror1ounc e them 'Nimmen. 

It is for· this part o-±: Plymouth Cor1grecatio11al 8hurcri that I 

stand here as a representative to-niGht. WE are the sisterhood. 

Twenty-five years this noble, devoted, self sacrificinc sisterhood 

has stood beside Dr. Frisbie to stay his hands, to cheer his heart, 

to lighten his labors, and to aid him in the work of our Yaster. 

His momory passes down throush this long list of sisters in the 

membership of this church in the past and present, and recalls 

'Iii thout 'N01·J of mine rrlany incide11ts of joy or sorrovr ,vi th which 

their r1ames are i11te1"'Nover1. 

Sarne have come from th,:; Sabbath School arid brought tl1eir fresh 

young ~ives into this service ~itl1 his blessir1gs upon their headsi 

some have come fr•om the Jur1ior or Se11ior Er1d.eavor societies and 

brought their bright hopes, and others have come in their ~ature years 

or old ace with their best energies and thou~hts. In tl1e r.:ast er' s 

n~ne he has received the~ . 

The fears, a11xieties a11d dissapoi11tme!1ts 'Nhich our · lives have 



besn to him as "shepherd of ~l1e flocl{" are not recorded here, a11d ma11y 

we trust, are dirn1ned in ri s memor·y by the lustre of' tl1e better· thir1c;s 

'Nhich sta11d besirie them. 

I!e has baptized O1-1r childr3n, solernnized tl1e rnar·riage VO\'lS of 

our sons and daughters, stood beside us in the darkness deeper than 

night \Vr.ile 1.·1e laid our loved ones to rest, and poir1ted us to the land 

where day is dter11al and sorrows never come. 

will recall many noble woMen of varied ages, whose r1ames 

were 011 this long list of membersl1ip, ,vhose spirits have ente1 .... ed into 

the living peace, and whose names also are enshrined in the hearts of 

many before us to - night. 

So1ne of this sisterhood can recall his sorrows, and we know 

tl1at l1e too l1as been cornforted beca1-1se "Jesus \Vept", a11d looked i11to 

his d.0solate heart a11:i l1ome 'Ni th co1npassio11. 

Twenty-five years. Ho 1N much of labor, of love, of care, of 

sorrow and we trust of pleasure arid reward also, this period covers, 

both to l1im arid to us. 

A flood of pleasant memories and kindly teacl1ir1gs S\.veeps over us. 

We kno1.v, for he has tat16ht us, that vie should live more r1early as vie 

pray, that Yre should strive to do nobler \vorl~, to rnal~e the 1 it t le 

circle in v1hicl1 vie live bett3r a11::i happier, a11d let ou-r ir1:f'll-1.e11ce ~o 



out i11to tl1e ,vhole •.vorld, that 71e sl101-1ld bring our highest motives to 

the smallest duties, help to lift others' burdens, conquer self, 

choose ':rell the thi11~s of life, attempt great things for God, do good 

deeds to 111ard O1.,1r fellO\'rmen, improve our opportunities, and prepare for 

th3 future, ar1d that g,ll this v1ill make our service seem divi11e, and 

bri~hten our lives with a hope eternal. 

his COl.lnSels. 

God crant that \Ve sl1all heed 

Y.le rejoice in rnany pleasa11t IY:errtories v,ith Y1hicl1 this quarter cen-

tury is filled. There was the day of be6 i11nings, of srnaller things, 

when our ci~y, our church, our homes had more of a primitive character 

than now, and then followed the scl:eming, planning, and toiling to 

build up the larger things, even that which we behold and enjoy to-day. 

Surely in this the sisters of Plyrnoutl1 Churcl1 tool;;: a large part, 

for if womer1 can not sc11eme and plan, 1:1ho can? They could not lay 

the bricks, Ol'' drive the nails \vhich this str1.1ctt1re contair1s, but they 

could toil a11d economize a11d sacrifice in the home, and e11able tl1e 

husband, father, and sO11 to Jive in greater·. proportion, and v1l1en 

these materials had assumed the shape and form of a church edifice 

they could bring order out of chaos inside, and with some tears and 

rriany sighs, and much hard 1.vorl{, rnany headaches and backaches, the 1.J.sual 

accompanime11ts of socials, bazaars, se'lri11g circles a11d .the like, they 



did provide its organ, its carpets and fl1:. ... nishir1gs, later ca1..1sed nev, 

balconies to be added, that it mi~ht accomodate the ever increasing 

1nembersl1.ip and congregation, and still later· the soiled ·.valls of its 

parlors to be cleaned, the entire house to be recarpeted and all that 

which had become old to be made ne~. They llaV'3 f1.1rni shed feasts "for· 

the ir1ner man", an:!. added tl19 charm of music, recitation, and literary 

efforts for tl1e "feast of reason". The~' he ... v e 1 er. t th 3 i r presence in 

the prayer meetings, and joinei in the worship there, not or1ly in song, 

but in prayer and.testimony, and have rendered valuable assistance in 

the Sab·oath School, En:::!.eavor Societies and other church .,,orl: . 

We, the sisterhood, rejoice in the cbildren from your home, dear 

,. pastor, •,vhose bright lives arid enabling i11fl11ences have intermir1gled 

with those of our own homes. Yve rejoice, beyo11d all that v,e can 

convey here, in che companio11 of your heart and home, dear ~rs. Frisbie, 

for is she not our rrs. Frisbie too? Surely she has shared our 

cares, our labors, our joys arid sorro 1NS, toiled side by side ,vi th us 

\~1i th heart and hand and brai11 LO l13lp mal<e ~lymouth Ch1.-1rch \'✓hat it is 

to-day. She, 1 il<e yourself , has do11e 1Yi1.1ch to build up the intellect-

ual a11d spiri tllal life of Des }:oir1es. 

The11, ir1 conclusior1, in behal::' of the sisters of Plymouth Chtlrch 

l et me lay this t~iLuLe at the threshold of your home for you all, and 



express our hear:s bJst seritiment by the little poerr1 from Daniel 

Webster's pen, entitled 

·1·11e 1~1 emory of the Heart. 

"If stores of dry and learr1ed lore vve zain, 

We k3ep th9m in the memory o~ the brainj 

Nrune s, things, and facts, 'Nha t' er vie k110 ·:rledge cal 1, 

There is the COLtffiOn ledger for them all; 

And irnages 011 this cold s1..1rface tr::i .. ced 

Kake slight impr9ssion, and are soon e~faced. 

B1l t ·1ve I ve a page, more glo\ving and more bl'i [;ht, 

On which our friendship and our love to write. 

That these may 11ever from A.: he soul depart, 

We tn1st them to the memory of the heart. 

There is 110 dirrJ:iin~, no effacement there; 

~ach naw pulsation keeps the record clear; 

V-Iarm, golden letters all tl1e tablet f i 11, 

Nor lose their lustre till the heart stands still". 

Col. G-odfrey: 

:?or tl1e next number on the progranune, 011e of' our 

your1c men \vas selected, beca11se r1ext to our assist ant pastor· he is 



said to be the best foot ball player' in tr1e church,---r-.:r. Chas. T.Jyn,de. 

Mr. Chas. Lynde: 

I hope that what Col. Godfrey has said will not prove 

to b3 a mistake to-morro·.v, for· I have an effort to make in that line 

and am 11ot so sure but that it 11✓ ill be more agreeable than the task 

set before me now. 

I 

Your co1nmi ttee debated quite a vrhile a:f'ter they l1ad assigned r.1e 

a place on this pi."0g1.,ar..me as to v1hat should be my subject, 1Jut they 

ha,,e finally asl{ed me to represent the younger eleme11t of the church 

and t o bri116 the greetincs of the young peoplJ to l1irn ·;;rlo has been 

pastor of this church for a greater number of years than ha\'8 been 

those in the lives of the most of tl1e brigl1t boys and girls, young 

me1l and \~romen, for 1.vhe11 I speal.: to-i1ight, I accopt this d1.-1ty the more 

cheerfully because of my O'.vn co11nection vri th Plymouth Church. 

ing i :s circle Vihen a boy of eicht or ten as a 1"!''te1nber of a Sunday 

':;chool class tau6llt by a .:iear v1oma11 1.vhom I !lave al '.va;/S loved for the 

lessons she impressed upon me then, I passed naturally into the 

Christian Er1deavor and ther1 ir1to churcl1 fello\vsl,ip and I am glad to 

bear testimony to-night to the helpful ir1-Pl11ence of Pl~rmouth Ch1.11"ch 

d D ~. b. . 1·~ an r. ~r1s 1e 1n my own 1ie • 

. l\.gair1 I rejoice to be the bearer of this 1nessage because I kno\v 



110w heartily any greeting I may bring ~ill be ec~oed by the young 

people. 

pastor. 

Not one but many have spoken t6 me of their love for our 

No face is more fruniliar and no voice is more welcome 

ir1 our· Christia11 Endeavor meeti11..;s tha11 l1is. Some who have felt 

\·1hile here tl1at tl10y might perl1aps lil-:e sor:1e other church a11d some 

other minist~r better, have ~ound out ~hen away from l1ome that Ply­

motlth Church an'.1 its pastor were as sood as the best. 

There is, in Iowa College, a professor· whose l1air is snowy white, 

yet vrl1ose step is elastic a11d eye bright. No :'/011n:; porso11 can come 

in contact '."Ii th this rnan \1Fi thou.t f'celi11g that he has fotmd in l1i1n 

a frie11d -.v:t1ose years are no bar to youtt1ful sympathJr• 

ago, "Tht:Jn the Jt1nior class published an a11r1t1al, as is their custorn, 

they expressed thei~ love and respect ~or Prof. L. ? . Parker by ded­

icating their volume to him as, "The youncest old rr~an on the facult~,". 

Son1ethi11g of' :his same spirit ir1 our pastor has caused 1-1s to love r1im 

as a friend as well as to value him as a counselor and cuide. 

The children of the cht1rch are more numerous to-day and more 

tho!"oughly organized than tl1ey 1.ver·e, I suspect , t 1t1ent~1-five years 

ago. T~1s, I suppose, I may represent five separate organizations, 

tl1e Sunday School, i11cludi11g -..·1 ithir1 its membersl1ip, most of t11ose in 

the other four, and ma.ny more besides, the Senior Societ:,r of Cl1ri st ian 



Endeavor 1.vi th one hundred and thirty rnembers, the Juniors eightj7 

stronf; and always active, the Plymouth Rock },Iissionary Society, and 
~ 

the Plymouth Circle of King's Daughters . In behalf of all these, and 

all of the other ~·ou.11s people of the church, I extend to you, Dr·. 

Frisbie, our hearty con~ratulations on this, the twenty-fifth anni-

versary of' ./our pastorate of Pl~rmot1th Church and voice the pra:ver 

'- h '­l.. al, 3od may spare your life and strength to continue with us ~or 

1na11y years more as yoll have in the past, pasto:t' and fri e11::l of the 

youn~ people, in Plymouth Church . 

C o 1 • 3-o d fr· e J' : 

T. O. Douglass, Secretary of the Home 1.:1 ssionary 

Society 'Ni 11 no,.1 address us. ~ 

1:i.r . T. O. Dou:;lass: 

1.ily theme, according to the program, is ncongrei;at ional 

Iov1a to Plymouth's pastor". But I don't knou how in the world I can 

Put in · t en minute s on so sma 11 a sub j e c t , so I take t l'le 1 ar g er theme , . 

s0nt me by the co~rr.ittee, viz: 

Congre~ational Iowa. 

Congregational Iowa novr n1.,unbers three hundred a11d tv;enty-r1i11e 

churches and thirty-three tho11sand members. 



Since Dr. Frisbie came to Iov1a tl1e 111:unber of tl1e cl1urcl1es 1',as 

nearly· doubled and the rr1e~bersl1ip has ir1creased nearly three fold. I 

do 11ot l~now just ho'.'I much !)r. Frisbie' s resider1ce ir1 tl1e state r1as l1ad 

to :lo with this r ,gmar·l{able ir1crease, but I am Stll"e v✓e all v,isl: l1e r1ad 

come to the state earlier than he did. 

Plymouth is our stro11~est cl1llrcll; Gri1111ell is larger·, b11t by 

v i rt ue of i t s po s i t ion , ,.ve a 1 t 11 , be r1 e v o 1 enc e , and t l1 e ab i 1 i t y of i t s 

pastor, 1111doubtedly Pl:/mouth s~ands first. 

No•.v as an a11tidote to this taff~r, 1:vhich is not taff~, at all but 

sinple fact, I ar~ disposed to remind ~;ou that, ir1 sorne v;ays, Plyrnol."i.th 

is Congregational Iowa's debtor. Not all of Ply1no1).th \Vas rrtan11factured 

on the ground. Some of the forces here ~athered were not generated 

here. \gain and again I hear the complai11t, "we r1ave lost sorne 

of our best members; [;One doY,n to Des lloi11es". 

B1.1t I a.'11 l1ere to-night, as in some ser1se a repr·eser2tati,re of' 

Congregational Iowa, especially to ackno~ledge our indebtedness to 

Pl ,;r1nou th. Plyr.:1outh cor:ies into syrnpathetic and helpf1.1.l totlch vii th 
, 

the other churches of the state in various ways, of course, but chiefly 

tl1ro1-1gh the Io'Na Cor1crer:;atio11al IIome l.~issio11ary Society. Tt.e head-

quarter·s of this society is in Pl;ymouth stu.d;/• The Exec1.J. ti ve Corrm-

it tees have met here nearly every f'irst I~onda~, of tl1e montl1 for four·-



teen and a hal·P years. Our treasury is here. Our treasurer, and 

his assist ant, the best tl1:3re is or can be are your member's. The 

treasurer and associational secretary of our Vil. H. 1\~. ''. are Plymot1th 

wo1nen. Beside the pecuniary aid you have e;iven directly to :t-Jo1-tl1 

Park, Pilgri1n, t.ioriah, Ber 'lick, Baxter, Bondura11t, Ru.r111ells, ,Talley 

J1...lr1c ti 011, etc. , etc. , yot1 have put into tl1e treasury of the I. C. }I. r:1. 

s. for the benefit of the weaker ch~rches of the state $11629.50. 

These are suggestions of 01-ir indebtedness to Plymouth vrhich v,e are 

glad to acknowledge. 

But I a1n here to-ni~ht st i 11 more part icula!"l~r to acknovrledge our 

i 11d eb t edness to Plyr.1011 th' s pas tor. 

of-fensi ve arid impardo11able l1t3l''e, becat1se so needless. _1\11 of our 

pastors of course, are bishops, but by virtue of his position, stand-

ing, character a11d ability, Dr. Frisbie, by cornrnor1 consent, l1eads the 
• 

list. His influence in the state is unques1.io11ably beyond that of 

any other minister of our· denomination or an;y der1ominatior1 as for tl1at 

matter. We all look up to him and lean upon him. He is rather a 

. 
slight man to stan:1 the pressure of all our lea11ing but as ::l\~i11d' s 

the measure of the man'', and will force, which in this case is some-

1Nhat cor1tine11tal, and sympathies, \vhich in trti s case are deep ar1d 

broad and tender as a little child's, this is not a slicht man but a 



tower of strength agai11st which we can lean. The humbler brother 

soor1 feels at home ·:1i th r ... irn. i/li tl1 the charity \'Thic11 th~r1l:etr: no evi 1, 

and is lti11d, and never fai leth, l1e covers 1.3V 13r•:rr.pastor a11d every cl1urch. 

So1ne of us think that once in a while his charity makes him a wee bit 

b 1 i 11d. If Dr . Frisbie had his ,vay he v1ould crive 
0 

every minister a 

, 1000. salary a11d a O11e I-1und:red acre farrn to boot. 

He has been on our Executive Corrlr~ti ttce frorr1 the begi11nir1g. 

Several times he has tried to step out but we could 11ot spare him. 

!-I e has p 1 e ad 11 i s duty to P 1 yr::io u t 11 but st i 11 'Ne c ou 1 d no t 1 et 11 i m go • 

In the Corrinittee, as in cot1ncils, and associatio11al gatheriYiCS, local 

and state, 111. s opi11io11s al·:1ays have great wei 6ht, a11d a stateme11t of 

them has often ended all debates. 

Tl "- n C · 1 I " · · 13 uerm O11grer;a.t1or1a OYra , repy,ese11tir1g OUI' CongreGat1O11al 

interests ar1d. forces ir1 the state, and tl1e name Gi ve11 to OLlr state 

paper, orisinated with Dr. Frisbie, and Con~re~ational Iowa stands 

next to Pl:.rrnouth in his ~ffections. 

he takes into his heart and so far as 1:e is able to do, upor1 his 

should Jrs . It is with great pleasure that ·in the name of Congre-

gatior1al Iorra I ackno'.vledge our i11debtedness to Dr. Frisbie , and here 

give tl1anks arid greeting, a11d a hearty God speed to Plyrnouth Cht1rcl1 

a11d. pastor. 



Next 011 tl1e prograr.un0 'Has Dr . Gates o f Gr i n11e ll 

who was corn2elled to go e l sewhere, and is not wi th us to- night but 

we have a l ett0:" :;;,}1icl1 tl1e assista11t, r:r . 1.:etcal f , l,7il l read . 

}:ir . }.!et cal f : 

Grinne ll , I o\va, Septernber 29, 1896 . 

Mr . J . E. Cl ar~J, 

i::y Dear Sir ,---I ver·y rnucl1 r1gret tl1at a11otl1er e11~ageme11t preve11ts 

my accsJting your ir1vitation to say a fe~ words on the occasion of Dr . 

F . b. ' r1 s 18 s qua.rte.!'.' cJr1te11!~ial of mi11istry i11 Des 1:o i nes . The therrle 

t d ~ · ++ · t l t 1 · 1 i "T1_1e Pastor ar-1d s ugges -e oy your cornm1.., ..,,ae 1 s exac y o ·rny 1-: 11g : 

the Colle6e". Dr . ?ristie l1R.s been an officer of ro,.va Co l lege loi1ger 

than I. !Ie is probabl~r rnore 11.eavi ly laden ~¥i tl1 the responsi bi l i ty of 

my b3ing here than any othar man . 

?l~rmol1"':h 8hurch has l1ad and sti l l l1as ma11y close re l atio11s ·.vi tt 

Io'.'✓a College. Thr3e H1ernbers of' tl1e church beside· its pastor are r1ow 

011 our· board o-£' trustees: r:essrs . ,T. a11d s . }.~err·ill and I . I{ . Wi l son . 

It is a plaasur0 to r!ial:e r:1e11tio11 of tl1e :fact that tl:is ch1..1rch 6ave 

one who '!tas ?ractical l y its f'i:. .... st pastor , Rev . J . !-.C . Char.1berla:11, to 

be the Treasurer· of I o~a Coll9G9 which office he he l d for seventee11 

years . 



ir1 the adn1i11istratio11 of tl13 fu11ds, bui l di11gs, a11d propertJ/ of tl1e 

gr o ·,•1 i n g co 11 e Ge • This 1:1orl: he did rri th great v1isdom and e1,.,ficierJ.C~1
• 

?rorn 1883 to 1896 1'.'Ir . Chamberlain has be~11 ot1r· IJibrar·iar1 vvr.ich ·:rork he 

th i s summJr resizned . The co ll e_:;e has not l1ad a more fai thft.1..l sa.1.--vant, 

a mor::; b,:;11erot1.s donor in propor~ion to l1is n13ar1s , a v1iser counsel l or 

on its board of trust • 

. i\nother pastor of Pl:,r1not.1th Ch1J1·ch , Dr . De?orest , obtai11ed for· 

his ·-.vi f'e a gra.:luate o:' I o1.va Col l ese llrl10 was also a daug11ter of or1e of 

the ori 6 i!1al board of trt1stees, Dr . A. B . Rot.bills of h~usca.tine . The 

pr~sent po.sto1--, bes ids bei11g 011 its board o::' tr11stees , has a son and 

.::iaughte.1:· airlong the bra-:i11Rtes o.P tl1e col l e;;e , t'ivo otl1er daugr1ters have 

bsen st"t.1dents there , ai1:i O11e son is nO'H a me1nber of tl1e ?reshr:iar1 c l ass. 

The col l ege reco~nizes ~ith gratitude the ~ifts which have come 

to it fro1n this church . 

and ~il l do it whi l e '-ha L _, 

These 3ifts are doinc th~ir perpetual work 

col l ege st2 ... r1ds . 

A.s tl1e ~/ears :;,o on and t l1e perso11al of the chtir·cl1 and college ir1-

evi tably changes, may their mut1 . ..1a l l? l1~ l p.:ul re l atior1s abide and i n -

Tl13 l1i story of academic educatio11 in t\.m'3t'ica is a departn.1er1t o f 

~he chv . .:.'ch history of ~erica . Alrrao st vri t hOll t e;,~c ep ti or. a l 1 t lie o l der 

easte!'n co l lebes 1vere of sucl. foundation ; ~arvard , Yal e , Pr incetor1 , 



Dartrnouth , 30'..~1do i r1, Brov1n, Amherst, Wi lliq,ms and others are all chi ld-

1~·en of tl1e churches. They sometirnes have ero'.v11 a little v1a:>7':1ar·d, 11ev-

er'the l ess they 1•1,ere bor11 o~ the ecc l esiastical Y1ot1scl1old. Doubt l ess 

the 1.vork of 1nar1y of tl1.ese i11sti tutio11s has gro•,vn better as tl1eir mis ­

sion has taker1 or1 1:1i-::le:- visions a11d tr1e hold of tr.e rnc'1ter11a l apron-

string has b~en some~hat loosened . The rise in western states of 

univsrsities i s a new factor in lunerican coll eiiate and university 

devr,lop:nent . It is _?robabl:1 '.!ell so. But t 11.e re rerrie~ i 11s yet a dis -

ti11ctive ·,vorl~ for the t:'"pical Amer·icar1 colleg-3 to do . Ir1 that \70rl,:: 

tl--ie pastors o~ chur'ches denominatio11all y at one 'iii ~h tl1e col l ec;es hs,ve 

a large responsibility . It is a serious business for colleges to 

t::-ain the young men and. 1:1ome11 v1hom rnembers of the chu.rcr1es sand up to 

them . I11 tl1i s ·:1orl7:: tlie co lleges 11aed t11e help of' the pastor·s and 

appreciate t~"".8 pastor of Plyr:1ou tl'1 Church. 

Greeti11gs to h i m and cor1gratula~ions on tl1e rounding out of s1.,1ch 

g, period of r1ork as a quarter' of a ce11tur·y mar'l7::s. · :~ay all the :rich 

blsssings that accompany vigor of mind and ·body be cor1tinued to him 

yet t11ese ma.11y Jrears, that church and colleie may enjoy his counsel 

8,!1-1 leadership . 

Sincere l y yours, 

Geor .. 6e /\ . Gates . 



Col . Godfr•ey: 

Tl1us fa,r •.ve have been talki11g abo1.1t ourselves, and 

I suspect tl1e stransers thinl-: vie are 6, very :ood cl1t1rch ar,d people, 

a11d possi1ly some of you ar3 repeati11g the couplet of Burns, 

"0 v,ad some po·.1er' the gift i e gi e us 

T 1 . t\. " o see ou1 .... se ves as 1 11ers s J8 us • 

And certainly,' to hear otl13l"S tell it, ~,e are p:--Jtty 
• nice, n11d al 1 

We are now, howsve~, ··oi11'"" to hear of outside tl:e chur•cl1. 
.J b 

The 6 ,:3ntlema11 ·:1ho has uee11 scl 3cte3 to respond to trte nice sentir.tent 

":'""'ello .vship, local a11d f.c·aternal". Uowever, he was 11ot selected by 

the com.-ni ttee, and v.fe are not respo11sible for l1im ir1 ar1;'.{ ·:ray or sr~ape 

1Nha t ever. I have heard something of how he was selected. I:, was 

thol1..::;ht best to let tlie 1~i11iste1:."ial associatior1 rr1al{e the selectio11. 

Th3y kne~ the Doctor pretty well, - --were pretty intimate TTith him fo1· 

many years and so when the propositior1 was made---This, ---I did not 

hear 1r1yself'---i,1fh3n it ~vas proposed i11 the mi11ister·-ial associatior1--­

but :he moment that 7as pro~osed Doctors rreeden and Tilien were both 

on th 3 i r f e 9 t , ar1 d ha11 j s ll p • Both said 

they '.1/0uld li1:a to get a licl: at Dr . l?ris.bie, as tl1ey thou[.;ht tl1at no 

man co1-lld go do'.vn into the li ':'le state of :.:ai11e, bear huritin6 in the 

su=imer· arid te ll stories to them 1:1l:er1 they had been in Colorado and 

• 



• 

kne~ that a bear was . I do not know how it was decided . I be l ieve 

they drew cuts and the l ot fel 1 on Dr . Breeden to respond to the sen-

,, ' . f D 1 • • " t i mer1t , Dr . Prisbie s co11~:;_,--ibution to tl1e reli~ i o1.-1s 1 1.13 o es 1.!0111es . 

~ r P O B ... ~,~e 1~en·. L' - • .J. . • - -

I feel some,vl1at eml:,arrassed tJ1i s 3ve11ir1g ·bJ' the preser1c e 

of him in whose honor this celebrat i on is he l d . Not that I v1ou l d have 

him ab s ~n t , b i.,1't I have it in m:/ heart to say some thin~ s r,rl1i c 11 I fear, 

O'.vir1g to his e}...08SSi\re modest~,, may embarrass him. Tte firs t essen-

• tr tt 
tial of a first c l ass f 1-1.11.eral 1s a co!"pse . And as I understand i t 

this • 1s in a very i-'\eal s ense, Dr . ~ri s'b i e ' s "funera l . " At l east v,e 

arG p3r1ni t ted to say some thin;,::;s novv ~vhi ch we usually postpone for 

post mortem disp l ay • 

dead to br-eak ortr a l abaster toxes over h i 1.1 ? I be 1 i eve f i rrnl y i 11 the 

motto that "an ounce of taffy is b3tter tl1a11 a pound of ep i taph~•" . 

I have a deep and abidi116 convictio11 that Des l~oir1es owes rr1ore t o 

Dr, Prisbie for the strength of its morality and t11e qual ity of its 

r 9li r:; ious life tl1an to ar1;v other man . A p3,storate of a quarter of a 

century \Vi th such a mi r1i st er coul d not y-esu l t otherv1i se . n . ..._ .. e rr.-t 1 1., rrie 

to mention some of the tt1i ng s uhich I ve~i l y believe have entered 

lar•g .3 l ~r ir1to the success of this 1011g pastorate . To do tris I must 

ent1.merat e some of the qual ities of mind and heart possessed by the 



Pastor of Plymout}1 Cl1t1rcn .• 

~irst amor1g tl1ese I must na1ne an i1r.rr1er1se co1:u:io11 s ense, that 1nan-

i~ests itse l f in every detail of his life and work . Yvith thi s hor:ie l ,/ 

,1uali ty is coupled a11 i11sti11ctive, self rectif~fir1g jt.ldgmer1t . 

be011 obser•v3d of him agair1 and again tl1at Dr . ~risbie is or1e of the 

Tl 1 ti few ministers ~ho does not at so~e tirne in his career sop over , or 

go to extrer:les·, or veer of on a ta11~e11t . It seems rather to be in 

him to pr·es➔ rve a marve l lot1s equipoise eve11 in tr~rin[; circt11nstar1ces 

and to do a l ways ~he rig~t thing , as we l l as the politic thi nG, at 

the ri;_;ht time . 

I shoul d put next to this h i s quick and de ep syrr~athetic nature , 

respo11sive alil<::e to suffGl''ing ar.d to joy . iie knows the stress and 

str-ai11 of lif0, u11de.csta11ds the ;·:Joes arid vrol1r10s of tr1e heart , is pain-

ed by the sins ··-a.r1d sorrows of the soul a11d is quick to adr:1ir1ister the 

only rel"!1edy--- the savi11g heal th of tl1e 6ospel . 

Then I vvo1l l d pl..lt a culture, cl'1aste, chari tab l .e a11d s1irunetrical, 

which cu l minates in a broad. catholicity of . spirit . 

Dr . Frisbie has l.een eminently a Co11gregat i 011al i st . The r1earer 

circles of h i s circ1.1mscrilJir1g have beeti the in,,i s ib l e li nes of Plymouth 

Ch1.-1rch pari s}1, but he has b8en in a l l these years pr3- emi ner1t l y a 

Cl1ri st iar1 and anythi 11g and. ever~rthi11:; that mea.11t a s tr·onger ho l d of 



tl1e Christ on the city's life or the p:rornotio11 of righteo11sness in any 

one of the circle of churcltes in Des r.Ioines has had not only l1is 

approval, l1i s i11flus11ce, but l1i s 01..1tspol{en commendatio11 arid 11i s earnest 

heai-·t prayers. 

I put ~ith these the possession of a character which no breath 

of slandeI' has ever to1v1che:l, no taint of gossi1) ever· stai11ed, r10 

barb of er1vy ever pier-ced. Emerson says: "The authority of the 

name of Schiller is too great for l1is books, so1ne'.\7hat resided in the 

ma11. The largest part of his power was latent. This is t~at w~ich 

we call cl1ar·acter, 'Nl1ich acts directl;7 by pces9r1ce a.nd 1,·1itl1out r.'!ea11s." 

This it is that rr..akes the man 1.vhose achiever::-1ent s -.-,e reco1..1nt to-r1it;ht 

the force he is and has been in all these years. 

Next and greatest of these elements of success I must name 

Mrs. ?ri sbic. the superb, trl.1el1ea1"ted chri stia11 v1oman wr.o se i11fll.1ence 

in Plymouth Church an·d. tl1e city is scarcely less tl1an tl"i.at of l1er 

husbat1d, i11 the charrn of r1hose trair1ed and di scrirni11ati11g ini11d all of 

11s hav9 been held in i:1illi11g thr·all: :l1e ar·oma of vrhose consecrated 

1 if e is 1 il:e some grac io11s perfl.une ,vaf ted from tl10 6ar·den of tl1e Lord. 

I am speaki11~ for tl1e !•Ai11ister·ial Association, of ·.vhich the 11ost 

of honor has bee~ for tv;enty-fi ve years a fai thf\ll r.'terr1ber ar.Ld for· 

nearlJr a decade a11 honored president. Ever~' rnembe1-- of tl1is asso-



ciation to - day and, like~ise, every individual o~ that migratory 

fraternity who, having sojourned in this city for a brief period in 

pastoral service, l1as rno,red or1 to other fields, 1.-rill r1ever forget the 

genial face, the franl-:, ope11 cordiality, the sympatl1etic, l::i11dl~r con-

sideration alNays exter1ded ·by Dr . Pris1)ie. Others they ~ay for~et ---

have for·gotten : not so him 1.vl1ose ready vii t, suave deueanor·, r1aive 

simplicity a11d stal'.vart char·acter·, redole11t ,vi th the 2:race ar.d 6 eni1.1.s 

of goodness and sweet with the perfur!'1e of purity, we woul d embalm in 

perennial memory . Young mi11i ster·s, especially, liave found i11 hi1n a 

ready cou11s.3llor-, ,.,,:r,osfj sa;;e advice has been fr•au_ght vii tl1 profit a11d 

i 11 s p i rat i on • 

I f a ·aord of reminisce11ce rrlay be pardoned, let me say that out of 

more tl1~n sevanty preachers residing in Des ~Oines to - day the only 

t \VO of' tl1e number ·.vere here v1hen I came , e 1 eve11 ~rears ago, and t l1ey 

are pastors of Congrecat ior1al chl1rches, a11d botl1 of them ar·e on this 

platform to - 11i gl1t . 

~t that time the sedate arid scholarl y Dr· . Emor:/ ~~iller- ','vas 

l~ading the ~irst M. E. people into green pastures and beside still 

v,aters. Dr. Stewart, brilliant anj beloved, both in and out of his 

o·Nn comrnuni ty, ~vas making the Ce1:1tral Presbyter·iar1 pu l pit a cer1ter of 

Tl1e ce11ial a11d gent l e Geo . c . -;Tenry, 71hose 



1•efin0d sensibilities and 8reat di.;ni ty arid s1.veetness in the pul pit 

wo-11 l d h3,ve made l1in conspicot1s i11 ar1y cit~,, 1.vas breaki11g the bread of 

life to the Luthera11s. A brilliant circle of ministers they were---

I car1not name tl1enl all but in tl1is pulpit stood 011e car•ef1.,1l in thought 

temperate an:l strorig ir1 expression, larGel~1 read i11 the best li ter'a­

ture, with a certain proTou~d poetic element in him---the ~estor of 

, 
western Co11gregationalis~s, and the mentor o~ the city . A,,nd here he 

stands to - day, s'tror1ger t11a11 ever· in those higl1 q1...1ali ties t11at l1ave 

give11 him s1.1ccess a11d made him universally 1'Jeloved, of v1hon1 the 

whole city is proud, and in whose presence we all r~joice . 

But if I 11ave seer1 changes i11 a little more than a. decade, Dr. 

Frisbie in these t·.venty- five years has seen rnore ar1d greater changes 

still i11 ths 011~.1rcl1es and the religious li-Pe of this co1r.rnunity . 

Preac11.ers, 'tl"'illiar1t and otl1er1Nise, l1ave con1e an:l 6one, leavi11g 

sometimes a fitfu l trail of efflorescent light like a meteor's :learn 

alor1g their way, but like a fixed sentinel star he holds on his Wco,r 
"'.J 

undisturbed, moving in his -;Yide orbit u11c1isr';.a~red, sr1eddi110 upon the 

city's li~e che glow and lustre of his unfading light . 

Jr. Frisbie l1as not al'Nays tal,:en sides ·.vi th rne in matters of 

disc1,;.ssior1 or debate . 1:e has sometimes had a side o-f l1is ovm. Eve11 

i11 theo l ogical rnatters 1,ve have been compell ed tu ''agree to disagree ." 



I have never been able to bring the gooJ Doctor to my vi ew on the 

Baptismal controversy. ::e looks upon us Chr·is t ia11s arid l?aptist s as 

good Congregatior1alists O11l1r "a little shri.1n}: i11 tl1e \vettir1[:; ", v1hil 3 

vve have had f1•om time to t i me the supreme satisf'1C ~ion 0f loanir1g h im 

O1-1r bapti st ery to imrr1ers~ so~e 0ood Con,:regationalist ·:1ho uelieved in 

the good old primi~iva, catholic way • He persists i11 11is obsti11acy 
• 

on that mooted issue, "l1hicl1 to rne seerr~s qui t:3 reI'."Larl-:abl.;; . But I can 

opposita 
. ., s1aes, either i n matters o~ policy, poli t ics or theo logy , he 

has a l •Nays been in tl1e ·vrong . 

When I came to this Dr . Frisbie 1:1as 3ve11 then next to Dr·. 

Nash , of b l essed memory, the pat~iarch of the city. 

of l1is :rnir1istry had f l oated by on ·:,ir!gs of' li l,;ht , but these had bee11 

1O11g e11ou.0 l1 to e l evate him to the very pi11avle of favor ar1d po-.7er· . 1:0 

man the~ enjoyed or has since achieved such ITidesprcad confidence or 

such universal est3em . These swift ~ l eeting yea~s have cemented 

the friendsl1ips of th3.t earlie:t· day a11d a-µgmented h is po\ve1·· -Par good , 

1Nhil17 the chaster1inc 1.11i11ds of experie11ce ha.ve mellO\"!ed 11is character 

to sv,eeter, stro11ger s:{mpath~r 1:ri th mer1 a11d ripened tl1e ri cl1 f r11i t of 

his life. And l1e sits to - day in th3 cit~, of l1is l abor ar;d his love, 

cro :1ned vii th th:; :;1·ac::3 ar1d Gl or~r of t .:19nty-fi ve frui tf1-1l years, 



se1:·e11i ty of mi11d and a satisfaction of l1ea:rt -cl.nL a l1=ir1c miGl:t enV;/ • 

.~z1d so I am 11ero to-ni c11t to perfor1:i. a pl 3aso.11t set·\"lC'..: a11d to 

say to ~;-ol.1 , Dr . Fr·isbie, as Dr· . Stor·r·s sp.,id to the ir:rrnor_ , ... l L,.-:..;;Cl7.e1· 

upor1 a sirrtila1' occasior1--- tr:e corc1pletio11 of tv-1e11t:,r- five ;/ears of s,:_•-

vice in anotl1er· Pl~,mo1.ltl1 Cl11-1.r·cl1---"I am l1-3r·e to i;i\1 e ~rou tl1e right l1a11d 

o.:: ~ongr8. tula: ion on the c lo s i r1g of t11i s t v;e11 t 1r - f i ftl1 year of 

your ITiir1i str;r/ .. 1i -:11 r-lyrr1outl1 Ch1..1r·ch and to say : God be prai scd for 

al 1 tl1e \VOrl: yo'l.1 11a,, e done 11e .~o . God be prais~d fo~ the Generous 

,,.1· T" L s ···11~ c'l-1 he '--as shO\'fi::::,Y'Ad upon you an-4 . 1
1.•~ f''P,'!'l_P.r•o·t,S 1 1se \nl-:'ic}1 J7ro1 •• t.) _ '-' ,J 1 • r~.- v - .., -.... _ -~ 0 __ __ A. 1.,_ vli- .., 

have mad3 of them, here and else~her·e in the land. trod gi Ve YOll 

many happy and glorious years of work and joy still to com0 in your 

1.:ay yotir s01.11, as tl1e years go on, be ~•111i J.:011Jd 

• more 1n tl1e r·adiance of God ' ·s li cl1t and in trie sunsl.ir1e of His 

And v1l:e11 t11e end comes, as it tte gates of pearl 

gor1e l.lp before you and ·.:1.o 11or1 v1ai t to \Velcome j70ll thither, a11d 

may there open to you that vast and bx·i~ht eternity---a ll vivid with 

God's love---in which an instru1t vis~on shall be perf~ct joy and an 

iITtffiortal labor sl 1al 1 be to you ir:-Jnortal res:. 

Col. Godfrey: 

It is very easy to beli•~ve tl1at Dr. Breede11 was bro1.:'.~l1t 



11p a Consre6at ior1ali st, or else that 110 

ch~rch for some reason or other . 

• 
1S 

• 

trying to break into our 

The commi tteo ':1as not content to hear simp l y fror.i t}1e pasto.::--s 

from the outside, but theJr \va11ted to 1~11or1 v1l1at h i s neif;hbors and 

fri·3rids thouGl"lt of l1im, and so tl1e:r selected 0110 of the 11eigr,ltor·s, 

anj I said, 0 1-Jo;r, in order to kno 1.v tl1e tr··u.tl1, t11a ·:1l1o l e trutr~ , and 

no .. ;..,1• 1 " b 1 't L ,J,~ --o IA t t l t 1 t 1 t ,._ 11 . ,._ the ru ~ you mus s0 ~c a awyer o ~e lL, co11se-

quently , wi~h a unani1~ous vote Judce Phillips was selected to te ll 

'N hat· the n e i gh b or· s thou ~ht of Dr· • Fri s b i e • 

Judje Wil li am Phillips: 

J';iy Dear Dr . Frisbie, ---I see 1:iy this procrar~1r.-le that I 

am tc salute ~1ou , si1"', as a lor1f; time 11eig}1bor . It is ':ti tl1 6 reat 

pleasure, tl1at I sal11te you , as ~ell as Ers . Frisbie , and nhen I do, I 

do it feeling tl1a,t ·:: i th tl'1is saluta~io11 I l1ava tl1e heartfel: 1--0spor1se of 

ever·yor13 i11 this 8,u::l i 3nc 3 . I hav-e bee11 thi!1king , Dr . Fr·i. sbie, ·11hi l e 

the l ast sp9al-::er '.Vas tall~i11g, ·nl1at a \V0r1de1~:fu l expar.sion 'Ne migl:t, i11 

its mes,ning to a very sn1a.ll con1pass , bt1t v,l:en 1r1e tal-:o it, sir·, 

011 a11 occasion lil-:e ~his, in a relic:ious 
. . , 

'H 1 e ,. , -•.• , ;,.l, is -;iui te exte11ded • 
111 

I t · f' · 1 t l " t,,_, 1 t 1 1 vras Era~ 1 _ 1 e :. .,o 1ear 1 rom 1ie o. s sp•~a ~ar st:ic 1 

1-1t.te~·ances ·:il'l·3n speal,::inc of o:.hers. I Greet you as my lon~ time 



'1lac1 to 1-:no·:, t}~f-l,t t11ere is so rrit'ich in your· li t""'o to comrnend 

./OU to r13i~r1oorly ·fellov,sr.ip , as '.vell as to t!-1is congrogation , so that 

01,;.1-· meeting hei."'e :s O!le tl1at vrill lo11._:: be rer~:nr,bered . I l1a·ve had the 

pasto.1.·· of tl1i s cl1u.:·ch . I have felt alvrays a very deep i11te.rest i11 

Our relations as r1ei~l1bo1~s a11d frier:ds 1-.ave certai11ly beer1 ver~, 

c or:1 i o.l . 

cerr1ed ---I l·:nov1 t11at good neir;r.borsl~i p i~. itself is tl.e ve1"'~1 fou11da-

tio11 of' civil soci0ty, and it finds its l"'ccogni tio11 ir1 cl1ristiat1 

social fellowship also . Eu. t I \vas ex ere is 2d , ni.y dear· sir, some\1ha t 

I am no·.v , s0rnethi11g of tl1is chara.cter , in the ,,,a:r of a ~:-a l 0.i ictio11. 

"~troe 1.1nto yo1.1. '.Vhe11 a ll n1er!. s1.all speali: v,el l of ~'ou ." fo.11d as .1. l1ave 

alr.rays prized rny· nei[;hbors, si:t·, a.t1d r .. one r~isher tha!1 yo1-1, ;/OU can 

iiJa
0

i n 3 110,v that " ,.,,oe " depre ssed me, 1,-,011der·inc cts I sat here, v1r,ether 

01,., 11.ot yo:.,. sl .. oul d be subject to that mal edictio11 . · I fecred ~or you 

of escape to see if I could solve its meaning i 11 such way as to re-

cor1c ile a,11 these thir1gs spol~en here to -11iz}·1 t to my ful l satisfactior1 

without i11volvln~ yo11 , sir, in any future grief or future serious 

c alruni ty . 



in lif~, and I trieJ to reca,11 in tl1e days tl1at l1ave f:011e by, s0metl1i11g 

that l~ad beer1 said ~11at '.·ia.s 11ot exactly it1 1'!3.rr.;on;y ,.vi tl". to-11icht' s 

ut :er"ances that \Ve mit;h".: x·elieve you, 1nore properly spea1-:in£;, f!"'Oir. tli.at 

ter·r·ible rnaledictio11. .. \..ri:. I st."tpposed that if s01:Ieo11e l1ad spc1l:e11 

de.rogati"Tely of ~ro1.1 that tl1en t11is rr1aledicttor1 v1otlld not apply . I 

·..: e..xed to its ut:rnost to fi11d even it1 its in1Y1ost cl1ambers some-

tr1· 11'-_ .. .1. b si:.', but not ·be i11r; able to 1Jri nG up 

anythir1c v,i~icl1 micht be adequate in r·elief I so~icl1t a11ot11er cha11!1el 

o~ escape and I began to thinl:, sir, that there was a way out of this 

dileria, and ".:l1at i: n1igl~t lJe found i?1 t}-:is; th2 .. t those wl10 have spol-:e11 

he!"' 3 ~ 0-11 i ~ht ar·e not "al 1 1'ile11" . Arld so, si l', I l1av e been relieved, 

a11d yoti. \'1ill please accept frorrL me, rny asst1.r·ance tl:at I feel 1.01.·1 very 

differ9nt from what I did a few moments ago. I want to say to you 

that very few men enjoy what you oug~t to enjoy, and doubtless do en-

tl1e ass1.1ranc ~ that :lOUl" fr·i 011d s11i11, sir, i11 t11i S 
. ., 

,-., L'' 
'-'- "' 

and ~:our neighbor·sl1ip has befj11 s1.1ch as t.o corr~ne11d ~;ou to tl:e enti:re 

C OlTir:~un i t y. I do riot i11cltid0 in t11is st21,ternent t110 mere fello\vsl:.ip 

. 
of the cl'n).rc11, for' that may be accepted as ti-·t-:..e vri t11out a mon19nt' s 

C{Ll 9 St i O l.1 • I kr10 1.11, sir, as a member of tl'ie r<ethodist Ch1J.:cch, :,,,e loo!-: 

~o you , a11d al ·.vays ha11e loolced to you, in tl18 cl1ai16e of ou.r pasto:rs 

l10r8, as one of 01J.r steadfast f ri e11d s. \~Ihe11 you have visited 1.1s , 
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.. 
a11d -..ve ha .. ,e been permitted to sit under· tl1e drippi11gs of the sanctuary,,. 

'.rl1011 y·o1) .. mir1istered, ".'le al·:rays felt blessed, arid vie ar·e Blad to come 

to you to-nisht rejoicing, and pray that yours may be a lone life , 

and that God may bless ~'Otl arid a ll this people. I airt srtr·e that 

there ar·e in this audiG11ce not onl:i l'!i.ernbers of trte variou .. s cl1L1r·ches 

in this ci~y, but that there are here to - nicht ma11y---very many who 

scare ely enter tl1e doors of a church OD.Ce a year, a11d yet they are 

l1ere to extend to ~'Ot"i by th3ir pres':?.nCtj a11d tl .. (~ir· silence , their· 

assura11ce that th9y re1nen1ber yol1., sir·, as a lone :in1e neiglibor, and 

a·:1orth~r nei~l'lbor, and I thir1l-: I r·epr·esent them as 'IVell as the rest 

of tl1e auJience, a11d am enabled to ,Gi •v e yo1..1 thG asst~rance, si:'"', that 

outside of c11urch organization and churcl1 fellovrs11ip, ~-,,.ou have in this 

city most universal ~espect, and the heart felt greetings of your 

r1ei 6hbors a11d fr•ie11ds ·rr,.o esteer:i you as a Cl1ristia11 L1i11ister· to the 

t . 1 _p +1:.· en 1re peop e O.!. .., ... 1 s City• 

cisrn do9s not always come rrom relisious bodies t6 the pascor, or 

tov .. oh t11e pastor, i11 this e11liE;hte11erl a[e of tl~e ~rorld i.vl'1en people 

botl1 ir1side and O11t are consta11tly 'Hatchi1~i his 1J.tter·ar!ces---lrt..1t e,ren 

of suet c~iticisrns there is nothing four1d here. 

You ~re tl1 e beloved pastor of this cl".l..A.:'cl1, and 011e of tl1e 1Je-

loved pastors o~ ttis city. Vlr1a t ffiO re can I sa~r? I . col: 1 d not if I 
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,nere to tall: ar1 11our, say rnore ths,11 to saJ' to yo"l1 that the people of 

this city regard yor;. ·;vith great favor, love, a11d esteer:1, as a long 

time nei 6bbor ar1d friend, a.11d ir1 behal.2 of t11ose assembled here I 

'1vish to exten·.J. to yo1.,1 the hand o·f' fellov,s1'1ip, fr•om those ir1 a11d out 

of you:." C}\'111 chur·cl1., saint ar1d sinner· , r:1nd t:ct1.st, sir·, to use O11e of 

tl1e corr..r:1or~ phrases of tl1e day, "T11at your sl1adO"'.'l 1:iay· r1ever· r,rovr less." 

Col . Go:ifrey : 

'11l1c1~e seet:iS to be a li t"cle hi":.ch i11 the p1·o;;rar.-me just 

no~v. V-le 1'1ave upon our· corruni ttee ona gentlernan appointed by the 

geriers. l con1irnittee 'NhO said that 11.e Y1ould riot like to se.:.·ve. Vle k11e1; 

that :rJ.e was cor,peter1t a11d ab1..1.nda11t l y able to do alo11e e~ll of"' the ·:1or·k 

of the con11Tiittee, b1.-1.t yet he said tl,at he did not ·.var1t to go u.pon it. 

!Ie said , ''Of course, the;y e.re goir16 to liave speal:i11c ther·e, a11d as 

thGy 'Ni ll \Vant me to talk I do riot '.var1t to be ir1 a position "11101~0 I 

will hava +o appoint myself.'' Ee is a very modest man as you know . 

SO.!."'.ry to l1ave to make this eY~pla!1ation bt1.t have promised that i f 

-,,1O1).ld sta;y on the corra:1i ttee he sho~ld have a place to tall:, and 

nobody would know that anythinG was said a~out it. lie :ta s made a11 

arrancement to have some people in tl1.c bacli:: par·t of the audier1ce call 

him out, but as they do not seem to do so I ~il l have 4-
l, 0' 

to sntis~y him, announce him myself . I 'Nill ca,11 on !,ir . Cl arey . 

I 



!.:r . J • E . C 1 ar·e y : 

{ To .iirs . Fi-·i. sbie ) 

JOU '.Ji th 2.:. picture of a ger1 t 1 er:ian ab Otl t vrl:.orri you l1a v~e i-~eard sorne 

thinf.~S of' i: .. ter·cst said to- night . 

( To Dr· . F1°i sbiG) Doctor, I wish to present to you the portrait of 

a lady 1.vho is son1et imes acc1-1sed of ·:1ri tir1r; some of yot,1.,r· best se1•i.ior1s . 

I have k11ov1n ever' si11ce Col . Godfre~' apr)oi11ted hirnself as t11e 

I ·:1isr1 to say· in begi11r1ir1c rrly little talk to - 11icl1t, tr..at 

I a1n 11ot on this procr·arrir:-1e sttbjeot to the restrictior.s of the r·er;u l ar 

scl1ed1..1le . I arr: , ,1s it v1er·e , a traii-1 rur1nin6 ·t1i ld, 2,_nd. arr1 coin[; to 

spaal-: just as l on6 as I p l ease . I f Col . Godf:t•ey 1..1nder·takes to call r:1e 

·dO\'ln, 11ever yot1 mind l1i m; mi11d rne . I kr1or1, of co1.lrsc , that Dr . 

Frisbie is expected to say sornethir1g yet this ovar1ing, o.r1d I ha,re sorne 

cor1sideration :o:--- 11irri , but you must bear in mir1d that yo1J. can l1ea1" 

Dr . :?risbie eve~:y Su11day of the year, \·1hile ~'Oll do· not l1a·~..re the 

opport1-111i ty o:: heari11g P-'le ofter!er tl1an once a year, and son.etimes 11ot 

that 

ladies had intr·oduced l)Olitics i11to this quar·ter- center~11ial ee l-

ebr·ation . I i nfer· from the decoratior1s of the room that the l ad i es 
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Etre free silver· \vome11 , arid are not eve11 cor1te11t to be fr•ee sil•ver-

ites on a basis of to 011.e . Their decoratior1s i11 fact v101.1 l d 

in1icate that they ,yore Po ... 
,v \.J - -

Since tl1e;/ have 

displayed a partisanshi p on behal f of the white metal, I purpose even­

ine; 1.,..tp by i11t:r'oducing a little sr:,11tim0nt i11 behal:f' ot'"' r; o l d 1_;_p he:-cc . 

This is my color . ( Ye 11 o \.I/ r o s e ) 

!-.(11cn l1as been said abot1t Dr· . ?ris1)ie to-11ie;l1t, a11d most of it l1as 

be3n very co1nplerrle11tar~r i11 char·acter . I arr. not 011 t l1e plat -Poi-·rn for 

tl1e p1-11:·pose o: addi11E to these con1pli1ne11ts , 'but r·ather· to adrrtorii sh 

the doctor·, and sa:/ a thir13 or t-:-10 tl1at rr:a~: 1-:eep l1irn fr·orrl being 

spoiled. { Turrl i r1g to Dr . Frisbie) 

0octor , do you rememoer the day, several years ago, 

tl1.at 1:1e pla:·ed l1orse on Fifth St ., i11 front of ~rour· r·esidence---the 

time that ~es~rs . p _, . and T . G. Olmstead, 

:::ar·dy Ear·ris, the late reo . c. Baker, and a niunbe1." of others \ver'e 

horses and I ~as the driver? Do you rerne~ber that at'tl1at ti~e, 

I am \'Gl'";/ pr·o1..:d of rny 

\ 
wife ' s relations as a rule, but this particular relative had one faul~ . 

- .A.ltho·L,1gl1 he l ive.l to lie almost a cent1.,1ry old , he never· co1..1.ld realize 

t!1e fact that he v1as t;et":inG on in years , a11d v1he11ever l1e }-.ad occasion 

to r i de , he 1.·1ould persist in emp l oyir1g the fastest r1orse tl1a t could be 
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fou11:.i i11 th-s to-~::n . .Docto1·, I am afraid yo1..1 ar·e sorne\?l1at addicted to 

tl1i s same fa1~l t . Yo1..1 a:r'e e;et ~ ir1r: 011 in ~7 Gar·s, but are 11ot vri 11 int: to 

ad1ni t it . Yo11 v1her1 ·70 gave you t h:3. t • 
i' 1 o- VIG 0 

ir1ter1ded by it to cor1vey 

tlJ.G idea that ~rour time for· recl:less d1'iVir1g v,as abov.t gor1e by . ,~,e 11, 

·.ve are 11er·e a 6air1 1:o - I"iicht to or1ce 1nore adn1or1i stt yo1.1 that you ar·e 

gro:inc old . There is a little verse of poetry, that with the kind 

perrnissior1 o-P the flt1dier1ce, I Ylill recite : 

"Sp'3al: kindly to tl1at poor o l d na11 

Piel{ up l1is fall011 cz.11e 

An~:l place it .;entl~i in his l1and 

T}-at he ma,y 1:1alli:: azai n . " 

)Picl-:in;~: up a co ld-headed ca1-1e ) Doctor, this ; s yot-:..1·s . ':::'his is 

the bit of co ld s ant imen t that I wish to introduce to - ni~ht on behalf 

of' ~rour friends . I t is 11ot i11t~12d3d as a rernir1de1° that yotl hav.e ~ret 

ar::--i•ved at the a 0e ·vhere yotJ. need to t:s:=; it, but of the -f'act tl1at 

are approachir1.:.; the, t age . I t hi nl1:: some ti 1:1e 111 t l1e f'l1 t 1,.,:re , say t v1er1 t ~'-

,., . 
~lVG 11311C e , that ~,01.,1 ,·, i 11 l1ave 1.1s e for it. .; 

, 

A.s I l1ave already remat·ked, some ve1--y co1:',pliwentary tl1i11.=s l1a·ve 

been said tc ;ou , Dr . ~risbie , to -night . It l1as beet1 sc:tid tl:a t ~'Oll 

have buried our dead , baptized our chi l dren , and married our youns peo-

By tl~e ·iaJ/ , Do0_,o.::· , "here is a persor1nl exp l anat -io11 t l1at I 1·t8,ve 
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sorn3 time wanted to make to you . I wanted to apo l ogize to you 

because I did riot lou you rr .. ar·ry rne . so 1., 1J. t ooy, l ... 

arran.::;erner1t tl1at \Vas m~1de dor1n 9ast be-Pore I carne v,est, that cou.ld not 

ver~- •.vell be readjusted, as t11e lad~r tt:en 'NOt-:.ld not willingly l1ave 

corrle tl1i s ·Par av,ay fr'OF.L 1--ome to ha,re the rrir.1.r·riace ser·emor1y perforr.1ed , 

but had s1-.0 kno 1.,.,n you., as I did, sl1e doubt l tJss ':101-l l d l1ave co11se11ted . 

I beliGve 11ov1 , tl'1at I am abOllt dor1e \•ti th rrl;,r li t~~le speecl1 . ( To 

the cl1air'man---Co l. Go3I.,re:/, I suppose you r'u'lVe no ol,jectio11 to m~r 

1'~o, by the vray, I am not quite tht·ougl1 . I 

have been delegated to • ag2~111 say to you Dr . Frisbie, 

~ Ollr f'au l ts v,e love you s t i 11, arid I am de 1 ega t ed to g i ve yoll ev i dence 

of a slightly st1bs:antial character to tl-.i s ef£'ect . Wil l Ur . Olmstead 

and I.Ir . !-:arri s kind l y bring to tl:3 p l atform tl1at otl1er remir1der of tl~e 

fact that O11r pastor i s grov·1ir1g o l d? 

.,_ h . '- ... at is, not entirely . 

• 

A voice : Mr . Cl arey did ~r . Frisbie write ttat poe~ ttat you 

rec i: ed. a :mo1ner1 t a--o? b 

, 

h:r . Cl arey : No, the Doctor has writter1 some pl'Gtty poor poet1·y , 

but he did not write that . I~e i t11er· did he 'H r'i t e tlia t ser .. t iITien t which 

is on the soi;.ver1i r portrait of his '.'li::'e arid vrl1icr1 sa~rs "But the v1O1na1:1 

is the ~l orJ o~ the man .'' St . Pa1-1 l ,vas the autr .. or of. tri.at ser1t i rrtent . 



( Here a lec1.ther upl1olster·0d cl1air is stood 011 th•a p l atfo1"'r.1). 

As a l r·eady 1--er~1arl~ed , Dr· . Fr·isbie, this is a re1nir1der tl1s.t 1Hitl: 

a ll your fal-tlts ·:re l ove :ro1-1. stil:!. . 

to r8uir1d ~ro11 tl1at ~rou ara gro,:1i11£:: old, bltt please do 11ot beco~e 

too thorou~hly impr0ssed ~ith the ~act . 

he is gro~ing o l d is to take his ease . 

A t e11d e1~c j7 1f!he11 or: e thi r1l-: s 

This cLair is :or your 

com-Port , bl-lt is not to tempt yo11 to too ml:i.ch occupa11c~r of 

~id now , Dr . Frisbie, let me say i n closir1c that for twer1ty year s 

P 1· ..., I l b •4-t • , +1 d . . ..c> ~1 · t O:.. rny ::r G 1av e 0':311 Sl ·~ 1r1[; ttnoer "18 r1pp1ngs O... '- .1 S Sal1C vur·a~r , 

but i-f' I sl101J. l d at ternpt :o speal-: o.P tl1ese t'.1e11t~r year·s as I -Peel , 

m~r voice YvOtl l d fai l me ~.vor·se tl1an did tl1at of · r·otl:er St . John a l i tt l e 

fi v e more year·s of useful a11d l1appy life ar:-iong the f::'ier--ds ;;;ho have 

gathered to express their love for you , and to do you honor this 

ev011i ng . 

lJr s . J • C • C u.rrJTi i r1 s : 

O11r dear 1.:rs . Fris1)ie : It is my pleasar1: duty on 

bel1al :: o-P tr13 l adie s of this co116~e 6at i or1 to pres311t to ~,01,1. these 

cases of' si l ver . Yle kr10·:r yo1-;. a!.--e 11ot in :av or of si l ver but vre coul d 

not af·:ord go l d nor .3v en go l d and s ilv01"' comu ir1ed . We would be g l ad 

i f 3ach knife , fork a nd spoon i n these cases wou l d carry wi th i t into 
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words and deeds of enco11~a5ement, couns~l, 

come to feel it is hard to live without . 

ijrs . Fr·isbie : 

Deal" b.1:'otl1ers a11d. sisters of Plymo1.1th Cr1urch, .ar1d 

fr'iends ,---this is 11ot on tl~e prograrr~rie . This is not my twenty-

fifth annivarsary. I have been sittinG and listening to a ll t11e things _ 

that have bee11 said 01" yo1-1.r pasto1~ arid my pastor, and have fel: as if I 

were one of you---on3 of t~e people. 

t hou.gh I am 110 t a po 1 it i c i a11, a.1:1d alt l10L1g:-. I have 110 t ffiad e much of a 

study of tl1e fi11a11cial q1-1-estio11, I do, to -1). i e;ht, l)elieve i11 sil'\rer---

especially free silver . I k!le',v as soon as I S8.'.'! the sl-'.i11i11~ silver' in 

that open case that it ,vas for me, because I knew that such a ~ift as 

that m~st be meant for "-.voms.11 of the hot1se . " I '.'Ii 11 1 et I-Ir . 

Frisbie use as many of the kr1ives and forks a11d spoot1s as he wants, 

but I shall ~reasure them as my own especi~l property . These are 11ot 

th'3 first proofs of your love thn t v-1e l.ave .received . Yot1 11a,.re been 

very kind and ~en~rous to us . I could 11ot er1urnerate t.11.e rna11y delicl:t-

ful testimor1ials \Ve ha;vG received from yot1 . ¥le l1ave tl1em tr·easured 

in our r1earts arid ma11y of them i1i 01.-;.:c 11offia. I want to thank you for 



all that y·ou have do11e i11 co11r1ection ,,vi tl-.. tl1is ar1niversar~,. l v1arJ. t 

to thanl~ ~/Otl fo1, all the fi ttir1s e.11d beat1.tifl1l arra11gements for tl1is 

It seemed ver·y str·ange for· 1~e to sit quietly i11 r.1y home 

and not to kr.ovr 1Nhat the pla.ns \Vere, nor· how the roorns c;oing to 0e 

decorated---ar1d 'He didn't l-:nov1 ~.vher·e 1.·1e were to stand, nor 1Nhat ,,ve 

·.r.rere to do, except jtist as ~,-ou to l d us, bt1t it has al l been ideal. 

I t is an occasior1 that \Ve shall al·::a:·s r·e~ember vii th great delight. 

Per11aps you vrill be ir1terested to l~11ow, that al though this is 

not the tv1enty-fiftl1 anniversary of my corning an1onc ~/OU I hav-e knov1n 

~-ov.r pastor l o11[;er thar1 yo-i;.. have l~nO\Yn him . For seven years before 

he came to Des 1.:0 irio s he ·Ne,s rrty pas tor ir1 t lie East . It is 11ot 11ecess-

ary for me to tell you v1l1at I :1~ir1k of l1im. Others have been ex-

pressing their opinions of him all this even i r1c . I expressed mine 

ti.vent:/- three year·s ago wher1 I came v,i th l1im, bl1t I vvant to tell you 

to- r1i:-_:l1t that I l1a,re listened ca1,ef·ully to a ll you have said abol1t 
. 

hirr1, and I thinl-: it is all true . I cannot te ll you how deli~htful 

it has been to ~e to hear these expressions of love and appreciation 

for hir.1 . 

Frisbis had been here before and knew you and k11ew the city,---I very 

\Ve ll i-·emember that or1ce i n a 1.vhi l e he \voul d say, "I do not k11ov1 11011 

you ,,·,il l lil-:e Des l~o ines, n and sometimes he 'NOU ld say; "I am af1•aid 



you 'Nill not like Des t1oir1es," b-ctt he alY:ays added, "I k11ovr that yotl 

will like the people .'' And ever since I cast my life ru1d lot with 

you it has b 13en O11e consta1_t joy arid constant grati tt1de. I have 

never' found that it '\Yas a hard thit1c to be a mir1i ster 
I

s '.'lif3. Yot1 

have h3lped me in all I have tried to do and have cordiall:,r respo11ded 

to GV3ry appeal or suggestion that I 11ave made. I tl"i.a11l~ you fo1· all 
' 

yo1.1r beautiful life •.-;ith us, for· all :/ov_r lovir1s arid kir1dly thoughts 

to·:,ar·d l1S. i.:a~,. the good Lord bless yo1i as yol-. r a,,,e tlesses us. 

Co 1. Godf r·ey: 

ur. A. L, ?risbie will no~ talk back. 

Dr " T r:ir 1· sb 1· e •• • .""i • :..J • 

I arn t l1e mar1 they l1av e b :;en tall-: i r,.g abo1.1 t. T am 

SUl"'e you v,ould r1ot k110vv' it if I did r1ot tell ~ro1vl, ar1d I VJOUld r~ar·dly 

realize it myself if I did not re~ember SOI!1e certair: r·elal,io11s 

that have b3er1 existing f"o1· so :-:-:any yea1,s . I rather t :hi n1-: they mt1s t 

1:av a mear1t rrle, but yo1..1 k110·..v t11e1"e ar·e some li 0ht s t11ro1..1gh ,,•1hicl1 ot,j ec ts 

may be vie ved v,hich exaggerate tl1errl too rnuch., and I am a little afraid 

t1'1.at sorne of yo1...l have had that li ght turne.:l on me ,,•1hicl1 :r.as exa6gerated 

v1r1a tever 0x0.!·tior1s I uay have n1ade. I have only to say, frie11ds, that 

if :rou ent•3rtai11 s1.;_ch ser1timents as have bee11 expressed iri recard to 



rnyself a11d have bee11 ple r1t i f 11l to-rii 611t; if tl1ose are :{o .1 · l:or1ast - con­

vic":io11s, I am 11ot goir1g to do anltt1ir1t; to dispossess you 01..., those cor1-

victions if I can help it. 't.TQU r.• "l '\T .L .lu. ,} 

sar1tiffients \Vi th rny full per·1r1i ssio11. 

li -..,e ar1d die entertai!1ir1g st~ch 

I have sometirnes remar·l~ed to 1.~rs. 

FI'isbie, ,vhen I felt prett y genial a11d co1npassior1ate tovrard r1er, that 

sr .. 3 thir1ks she has married a ver·,.l good rnan i11deed, and if I can keep 

her thi 111::i r16 so, it vri 11 be 1ny good 1 ucl{. I arrl going to try my ver;/ 

best to 1-::eep her ·:J1i11l~i11r; tl1at v,a~·, because I knov, all the time v,l:at 

ki111 of a poor earthe11 v3 s s .;: l I am better than an~r of you--- bet ter t1-J.an 

s110 does, eve11. I sometimes coI1sole myself '.vi th this passage, "Vle are 

all '.) o or c "" 1· L + A •" s " J. - vwv.J.. • 
.A.n::l I am 011e of l.1:e poo r·e st of them, I li.:110\V. 

Kir1d tl1ir1.::;s l1ave been said here to - r.li r;l1c, many of thern. Kind cofts 

have b e e11 presented to 1.,1s; I did not knO\V that .1 vras r;o i ng :o t'ai se 

cane, but it seems that I was. I do 110 t und er.'3 ta11d it. I v:a11t to 

thanl{ you. Tl1er'e v1ill be days ·Hhe11 I shall be ti-"0d, arid tr,at chair 

·.11i 11 riot be too large, as I t.al-:e up a e:;rea t deal of room v1l1e11 I an1 

As for tl~•3 ca11e ; I '.vill try to cof!'rr.i t my declinir1~~: yeaL' S to 

the support of that cane, ·:1her1 I need it, 1)u t just nov, I am tr.e ycu1.1g-

est mar1 in this to':1r1. You mic:ht r1ot think so, but i11deed, I entertain 

t l:is 11otior1 of myself, o.r1d sometimes get m~r notior1 really sl1ocked. I 

rer.-:emb'3!' iii 18 87, r,hen I made a tr•ip aci-·oss ":he country, speridint; orie 



Sunday ir1 t11•a center· of t11e Rocl:y !.io1.-~ntain regior1 ir1 ODe of tl1e r·eser­

vations, or preser~ations, in that part of the Dominior1 of Canada. I 

rernemt,er t11at [:;ettir1~ 01:: .. t of a sle eping car· at three o' clocli: Satur·day 

morning, I ~ook a seat in a rattle- t y-bang carryall with loose cur-

tains tr1.r·o1...l~l1 vit1ich the Rocl,:y }.Io1.1ntair1 v1ir1d r,as blov1i11g, a cold 1.1ind, 

and before I reached tr,.e hotel rr,.y ear ·:1as acr1i11:; arid I felt q1.1i te bad 

and u11comfort2 .. ble. When v,e reache i the ho te 1 tl1e r:iercv.ry vras at fort;;' 

and there \vas a fi::::'e iri tr1e office a11d I sat do7111 at tl1e stove and in-

c 1 ir1ed my ear to the ser1i al warmth. There carne ir1 tvro rner1 vii tr. me v,ho 

had bee11 in the carryall, who stormed at the clerlc who was presiding, 

saying that they expected rooms, and he said that he did r1ot 1:no\v abo1.1t 

t 11.a t. They said that tl1ey r1.ad telegraphed for roo1ns, and he said, "r 

have not a11;/ r·ooms," arid said, "I 11,~'-:e nothir1g tl:at I could r:;ive ,/OU 

excepting a comf'ortab l e tent :" t11c~1 fir1ally consented 1.,1pon his Giving 

tl1em his assurance that he co1.1l d malre tl1eni corr-fortable in the te11t. By 

ar1d by he ca:ne bacl-:; I had said nothing, but as he came in I asl-:ed 

vvhat he was r;oir1g to do vvi th me; he said, 1
,'Yo1;. come up stairs," "I 

11ever like to put a11 elderl~r 0entleman 011t in a tent." That v1as in 

188 7, ·Nl:en I vfaS quite a boy . Well, a thing happened at the State 

Pair orie time that ratl:er tended to il:lpress me with the idea of age--­

I ':1ent into one of tl1e di11ing ter1ts to tal~e di11ner, pr~esided over by 



a ,vorriar1 vrhom I tool: to 1Je olde!" tha11 mys0lf ,--I thi11l~ sl1e v1as older . 

Afte~· I had fi11isrtea. rr1y di11r1er sl ie said, "Vlell, Uncle, l1ave ~ro,1 had 

a good dinner?" So I aBain cot the impression that people were think-

i 11g abo1..1 t me as an elder 1 ~' rr,an . I want you to understand that this 

is altogether a false irnp1.,.essio11, ar1d tl1at I arrl still a ~roung rrtan ;;ri th 

m~r forces unbroke11, arid my eye 1.1.11d.iF.u.'."1ed, except tl1~1t I p1.1t or1 spectacles 

on cer~ain occasions. I ITant to say another word, which I know 

you will allow me, although the hour is late. You a good rran~r, 

arid the chai rrnan has gi ve11 rne pe::.·!ni ssion to tall{ bacl-:. Novi if I \vere 

to tall: bacl-: to all tl1a t 1.vas said, I v1o"J.ld have to tall-: a cood Yrl1i le, 

but I ~va11t to say a v1ord about this pas-':,or·ate that v,as beg-cu-1 tv-rer1t~r-

f i ·ve years aco. It has l;egu11 to be a 1O11g pastor·ate • I l O O 1~ i ll t O 

• 
th0 fqces of my mi11isterial friends \·1l1O have not ser·ved so lor16---I 

loo}: o~rer rr.y ministerial acquair1tar1ces, of i.vl1on1 I have so rnan~', b1.1t 

very few have staid in their places with their people for twenty-five 

,,e•-- ·..-.s J u.... • It is not very r emarkable but some~1at unusual for pastoral 

relations to continue for such a time. 

and beal" this testir.1ony to the PlywoL1th people . You have said gooi 

t hi 11gs abotl t me . No·N it is n1y turn a11d I ·:rant to sa~r--- r v,a.r1 t to sa~r 

it bef·o1·e my God---·~·1i -':,l1 tJ1e ~ullest honest:,., , that the Plymo1.1tl1 people 

hav e bsen a cor1stant joy and blessinc to their pastor . Be li eve it, 



• 

for it i s t r·ue • 
I could not let this ev Jninc pass without bearing 

this h~art felt testimony to Lhe Pl~nouth people. 
I \;i 11 say a word--

and I am Jlad to say a. \vord in recog11i tion of t)1e friendly---the 

exceedinGlY fI•iondly relations \Vhic11 11ave existed bet,veen 1"i:,self a11d 

the pastors of this city a11d tl1e christia.11 brethre11. I l1ave b~'3n 

her3, as Brother Breeden said, as a Congregationalist. I believe in 

the Con[;l:'Obatio11al associations. 
I like them; t~ey somehow suit ~e . 

I tl1i n~: l •.vas bor·n vii th them. 
I lil·:e the crand freedo1n of tl1e Congre-

~ational pulpit, and the .3rand freedom of tl.e Conc;rebational church and 

i :. s adtn in is t rat i 011 . • 

but I am not l .. ero to uoast oi' Congrecatio1.alis1'!"l. Th1Jre are so 

rnan~r good thi n 6 s i 11 ~ he ·:10 rld t 11a t ai."e 110 t co11[:;re ga ti 011al ism, so 

called, a11d l ·,·;ant to be as q_uicl{ as any man to see a .!;OOd tl1inr,, 

or rather to know a GOOd thing whenever I see it. ti..nd I trust 

i":. has b .... en ~iver1 m3 i11 some dec;re~, at least, to recoc11ize the 

GOOd in my friends. Vie are very r.iUCh alil:t: after all ,---v~1":~ rnucl1 

alike. One ma.11 calls t~imself a Cr.ristinr1, a11d anotl1~r calls himself 
• 

a Ch-~1s~ .. ·1·an +oo, a1~ a conFre -+·o ,. t - ... 1...4 w G"" ... 1 11a-1 s _ • 
Another cr1ristiat1 calls 

himself an episcopalian . Vlell, I do not belie,1 e in u1s11ops fi,1 e cents 

~orth, but I believe in a man who is true to an order whicl le believes 

to be best and divinely appointed . 1jy notion about it is not to reg-

• 



:Ic holds a • v1ev: which I cannot wholly nccept . u b 1 · ._e s 1 eves 

i t , and I resp2ct l1im ~or it . 
So we are al l ~oinG on together, and 

we are ;iven to know and to appreciate the cood things in each other 

and thank God for them, and not go around lookir15 for sometl1ing that 

shal 1 tone do\vr1 our not i 011 of 01.11" br·e tl;.re11 . 

This pqstoratc has seemed lo11g---. I do I).Ot k110 1n hov-1 Tnuch lo11§;er 

· 1 • · t b 1: 1s go111g ~O e . Probal) ly 11ot ,,ery rr,ucl1 lo11r;e1·, but vie v,ill star·t 

in :or anotltar tv,enty- fi•ve year·s, a11d if at t11e 011d of it vre have a 

cslebratio11 like this, I will make you just as uood a speech as I 

can at the end of that time . 

I don ' t kz1ow whether a l ons pnstorate is the best, but somehow 

th~re tas never been a place where 1 ~ished to ~o away • . Perl1aps T 

sho:). l d 11ave seen it ir1 five years , or ter1 year·s. I coul d i-1av-e gone 

to many otl1e1· p l aces 1; I l1ad been desirollS of ~oi11c, or· accepted the 

propositions to 00 . Someho~ it did not seem that_ the time had come 

\Vf1e!1 I cotilj so.y that it ,.vas the best to turr1 m~· bacl: or~ the ?lymo
1

.1th 

Church and se3l~ r1evr relo,tio11s sorne':1l1ere else . l l1s.~, e been r1ere 1.1r1 t i 1 

the babies, i r1 to 1.•1ho ss faces I looked years ago , and of 1.'11101:1 I told 

~heir· mothe.;:'S, iri a l l SOb0l"lleSS, that I tl10l..1Ght the~' ought to t1~~, to 

raise those babies ur1til they had r;ro7111 to ma11hood a11d \'10111anhood, 

and I have b03n marryi11s them . 



full of joy in your homes . 

thick and very da~·k; and I have beer1 called to mir1ister to you 

all along tl1is entire gamut of r.urria11 emotior1s . 

it ver·y 1.vell---I ,.vould it l1ad been better·; tl1at I l1ad kno'.v11 how 

to do it b-'-;tter·, but bel: eve me, I have mea11t to serve yot1 v1e ll. 

T l1a~1e meant to kno,.·1 all tllat I ou;ht to 1-:nor,, a11d sa~r all that 

I Ol1~11 t t O say• I l1ave mea11t to say i 1
: fearlessly and ho11es~l~r . 

I have sp0ken sharp l y---spoken severely and critically of many , 

man} circl1I'!lstar1ces a11d relatio11s tl1at 1··.ave 1)een ir1 exister1ce . I 

I tried to spealr:: trt1tl:f1..,llly . I tried 
have spoken strongly. 

to sp-ak temperately . Ho'.~, much I 1"1ave rr.i ssed, dot1bt l ess you. kno\·1 or 

thir1li: ~,01..,-;. k11oy;, b11t ~'O°Ll do not k.t1oi.v l1alf' as much of it as I do. 

So friends, we thank you for your kindness. 

your ;;ood v,ords . We thank JOU for the hopes you have expressed. V!e 

t~a11l-: you out of the ft1.llr1ess of 01.-;.r· hearts for your· rna11ifest confi -

derice and he l p . It is c:i great t11i11£; if' 011e rr1ay retai11 i11 a public 

position, the conf'idence , respect, and qf~~ctior1 . You 11ave dor!e sorne -

thin; to - r1i sht to rr1ake me belie,re tl1at yo1-1 retain f01· :ne , cor1fide11c3, 

11~1 c 1'1i ld re11 ha·v e 1 iv ed a11d p 1 ayed vii~ h ;yotl:C'S. 

::..y joys ha·ve bee11 your·s . It is 11ot a li ght 

thi11g that al 1 these memor·i es came nbo1.1 t L10 co - night --- these rnerrtor· i es 
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the sacred past---of a past so sacred in the memories and hearts of 

so rrla11y of· you. . 
God c;rar1t to us tl1at if' ,.ve co 011 togetl1er· for· a little 

\Vhile lor1ger vie r.1ay still l1a:ve peace, ha1"ffiony, cor1fider1ce---mutual cor1-

on until the "Lord brant that the last da~rs may b~ trle best days a11d the 

• 
joy of the Lord cro~,n all. 

Dr. Frisbie Is addrGSS '.'!8.S fol lov,ed by the h~rr!'iil' "Blessed be tr1e 

tie that binds .'' 
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