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October 2nd, 1896, Twenty-fifth anniversary of. the pastorate

of Dr. A. L. Frisbie over Plymouth Church, Des Moines, lIowa.

-, = % e Y oy .
Col. G. L. Godfrey, Chairman:

-l

We will be led in prayer by the Rev, J. M. Chamberlain.
Rev. J. M. Chamberlain:

Oh, God of our Fathers, and Our Father who art in heav-
en, we hallow thy name at this time. We wait on Thee with thanks-
giving and with praise for Thou hast said when Thy people build a
house to Thy praise and-when they dedicate it to Thee, and when they

turn their faces toward Thee, and toward Thy House, Thou wilt see and
hear graciously. S0 we come to verify and testify concerning Thy
promises in this church dedicated to Thee; we come as those who have
consecrated themselves to Thy service, to wait on Thee in expectation,
in hope and in assurancs. we come to bear testimony that we have
proved Thee, and Thou hast shown Thyself gracious and sver ready to
ansSwer And so Thou hast comforted Thy children in this place, in

ol S et T, e . y s ! 4 & : - > e n = - A e
this churchs Ine little handful that years ago---many years ago—-—-

ether to lift up their hearts unitedly unto Thee, that Thou

banded tog i
wouldst plant a vine here and water it with Thy refreshing grace until
1t should fill a large place, Thou hast verified their expectations.

‘ thanl 1ee for th yors that wer s rad 3 h :
We thank Thee for the labors that were bestowed in the early days on




>
ormer days, in the days

thy servant, because 1t was his privilege 1n
of small things to contribute his life and services for a term of years
to the building of this, Thy vine. We thank Thee that others have
builded, and others have laid upon the foundations that were already

laid. we thank Thee that they have laid so well, so firmly, so

beautifully, so that there is such a glorious fruitage to=day. We

give Thee thanks that Thy servant has been permitted, lo these many
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and in the public assembly in supplication, in entreaty and in comfort
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stry, that many would be gathered in that
would covenant to do Thy will and walk in sympathy with Thy divine

purposes. We thank Thee that Thou didst send him to this far off

church from his far off home and that he has found it so delightful
among this people. We thank Thee that Thou didst make it so delight-

ful among this psople to be under his ministry and fo take his coun-
sel into their hearts and that so many this day, this evening in this
sanctuary bear testimony that h=s has led ?heﬁ into this chief corner
stone Christ Jesus our Lord. We thank Thee for the comfort of his

own heart in these things and now wait for Thy blessing., Lord Thou

- - + J - R P "l = P | E . . == 1)~ ]
hast not done enough for this vine; we do ask Thee to prune and enrich

Vo

he dews of Thy grace more and more abundantly and those who
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have borne testimony and united with it, Lord they are incomplete
o3 m T — - r - o B . , AL . ™ . -
before Thee. 'hey are not Thy finished work. From the oldest to

are yet learners. Teach them Thy will. We know
in these latter days how much there is in the gospel of the Christ of

God: how much there is in tha

J

pray Lord that Thou wilt grant Thy gracious spirit to be upon this

o = : =

pastor and upon this people still more richly. Bless this service
in which we are engaged this evening. May 1t all be to Thy honor;
ay 1t all have Thy blessing and grace, and whether we sing or pra

or speak, 0 TLord, be with us and bless us. Forgive us our sins and
onr 1nefrficiency in the use of Thy gifts and above all things we pray
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We have a short pro; sramme and, several speechu
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have been notified by the committee that each .speaker will 1

F

en minutss. The first speaker on the programme was not consulted
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our years ago I was out on the Pacific road riding along when T

noticed a fellow passe

nger reading a book which he read until towards

L




3 . w3 P - 1~ T ; -~ % 17 s i~ 4 L P £ vy v 4 - T =
1]18 - ,’?Sl I EJII'J-BJ L 4 - L_LUl- D ?:1 LOQIKNTA A L 5 (J..lix-d. -~ Vil LG AR N=
L% -

he replied, "Tt is a beautifully written book, but evidently the man
vho wrote it did not know anything about railroading'. We will now
hear from the man who wrote the book, Mr. George L. Lewls.
George H. Lewis:
Ladies and Gentlemen, Fellow members of Plymouth Church
and friends from other churches:
It is an honor and privilege which I greatly prize, to be per-

- . E— - - — r - e
usted to one more it to
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voice 1n eloquent words, the tenderness and depth of the affection
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inich we as a church and as individuals, feel toward him who has been
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our spiritual leader and our personal friend for twenty-five years.

for some months longer than has Dr. Frisbie, although he was called to
the church before I came. All the older members will recall the
2ager anticipations with which the coming of our pastor-elect was
awalted. The church had besn without a pastor for more . .than a year,

and some unfortunate differcnces had arisen to mar its harmony. The
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of the new pastor was looked for with hops. Hope, that bj
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given tO 1U8 wOrk. But would he be able to meet the eXlgencj]

f all who loved Plymouth Church,
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vere filled with mingled hops and anxXisty Tor 1Ts ruture.
3 - Tl 3 : :.,,_1 ) -
't the appnointed time Mr. Frisble came, & comparatively young man

Soon the hearts of 2ll true lovers of the Church swelled with
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joy and hope, as old differences, one by one, were dropped, and the
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union of the church in christian fellowship visibly increased. I

nothing else had been accomplished by cur pastor, than welding to
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3r ths discordant slements, and directing them into effective channels

community, 2ver holding forth the word of life, and like the preach
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and sorrow which can befall a man, in the death of his dearly loved
and cherished wife---a grief which those only can understand, who have

experienced 1it., The hearts of all the church were drawn to our pas=

tor in sympathy and affection, in his great grief, and it was feltl
sver after, that he could enter more truly into the sorrows and
griefs of his peopls, because of the bitter cup which had besn pressed

to his own lips.

In his pulpit ministrations Dr. Frishie has endeared himself to

all, by his earnestness, sincerity, and honesty. Bschewing all sen=

sationalism, and religious pyrotechnics and all mere theological
metaphysics, he has preached the gospel of the livinhg Christ and a

present salvation from evil and sin, instead of the dead dogmas and an

escape from punishment after l1lif=s has ended. His ministry has not
seasons of spiritual depression and barrenness,
of the early and the latter rain, with
1ts blessed promise of fruitfulness.

As a result, there has been all these years, a T*op and steady

Christian life in the church, strengthening

and blﬂ sing thoss al=-
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those who were drawn to the better life. While increase of the mem=-

hurch is only one of many tests of the usefulness of a
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pastor, it is an important critsrion. But measurer by this test,
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our pastor will have no causs for regret. et me very briefly re
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call some of the results of Dr. PFrisbie s minigtey from this point oOf

Vig.

I wonder if anyone here can tell how many active members Plymouth
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1 had enrolled on its list, when Dr. Frisbhie became its pastor.
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church records, only one hundred and sixty-nine persons were than
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'S . There were many others who were members of the
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socigty and were warmly interested in the prosperity of the church,
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out the church membsers did not exceed one hundred and sixtv-=nine.
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Frisbie 8 ministry, the additions to the church, number in all eleven
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ed their lives to the service of their dear Lord and llaster
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Think what this means, my friends, Four hundred and fifty-four

L

souls turned from evil to good, from the service of Satan to be co-




workers with Christ. In the hearts of nearly five hundred person -
eternal 1ife has begun here bslow, L0 cease only when the eternitly
of God himself shall end. Surely the blessing of God has rested on
our pastor and our church, to give to his ministry so rich a reward
and such abundant frultage.

But Dr. Frisbie s pulpit service has been only a small part of
nis lahors for the church. He has becsn active 1n every good caus
for the advancement of religion or the benefit of ths community. He
has rejoiced with us in our joys, and sympathized desply and tenderly
in our SOrrows. He has invoked the blessing of the Father and the

Son and Don
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encour nent and

our

fellowship of
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united our young men and maidens

d.

the sacred bond of marriage, and has besought the Divins favor to rest
on the new relations thus assumed. And above z2ll he has comforted
our hsarts when torn with grief by the loss of dear ones, and he has
in tendercest tones of sympathy and affsction, ‘read of the Resurrection

ol 2o

a1 1e 3 and the blessed hopes of the herearfter. ow much of
this most helpful work of consolation for the sorrowing, Dr. Frisbie
1as performed, cannot be told, nor would mere numbers adequately
express the worth of this service. Permit me to give a single illus=-




tration, of

mouth church, now living

are still connected with the church. One I
have biddsen farewell to all things temporal,
been laid to rest in their eternal slzep.

bodies' tenants, have hence ascended, whiths

1 'l“"' g | -I" ™ ™S
but only Love can

Over the lifeless forms of far the larg
Prisbhie has performed the last sad rites,
words of scripture, most fit and tender word
dead, and hope for the living., But members

N =
2 e

— —

only thirty-seven
andred and twenty=five

and their bodies have
"But their souls, their
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of our church have been

called upon thus to

officiate. It is the province of others to speak of hls earnest
labors for thes cause of Home Missions 1in the State for our sister
churches and for the community, which has been untiring and most
useful.

For more than twenty-three years a noble and gracious woman has

been his companion and helper, rounding out
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fsminine and giving his
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winsomeness of womanly characte

masculine labors with
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completion which
could attain.
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ht mind and heart toward womanhood, and especially motherhood, and
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this consequent yearning for its representation in Divinity. Then

0

with remarkable power he argusd that the error of that church was 1n

p

not understanding that our Lord Jesus Christ united in himself the
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power which we call masculine and ths gentleness and tenderness which

te and per-
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are more distinctively feminine, so becoming the o

fect human being.

Wnether this idea 1s rather fanciful than sound, I know not, but
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who by the mystic tie of marriage, are made one in our pastorate, than
would be possible for ons alone. This is a tims for mutual congratu-
lation and felicitation. We, the members of Plymouth Church con-

ratulate ourselves that our loved church is so strong in numbers and

in spiritual life. We congratulate you, our dear pastor upon the com=

J.LJ

pletion of twenty-five years of faithful service for the church and

1ts members and congratulate you that you have been enabled to

r

Christ in this

accomplish so much for the church and for ths cau
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community and in the stats. o
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Dear Dr. Frisbie, we love you for what you are in character and

e A
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life. We love you because of tendersst memories of your services
for the living and the dead.

vou for what you have done for Plymouth Church and the

- - ¥ - — # w - _:.-h ] - g ~ - P -y . o 2 Al =] -c‘ - ™ ¥ e
cause of Christ and we love you for the glorious hopes of 1lmmor
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tality which you have awakened in so many and strengthened in all.

And T am sure avary member of Plymouth Church will unite with

The next speaker of the programme under consideration
£ ; . - T = ' - » = = i
has for his subject "Congregational Des Moines and Plymouth's Pastor’.

The pastor of the little church up here in North Des Moines said to

pose you think Plymouth is about all there is of
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ational church in Des Moines. Just let me get a liek at
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ell you what 1 think gbout them ., T said, "Go on".
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lMr. Chairman,---0ne might imagine from the large

- A o
STOries you a

are telling to—-night in introducing the speakers, Colonel,




you are a constant reader of the "Ever truthful’ . A
I am commissioned to bring the greetings of Congregational Des

Moines to Plymouth's pastor, and I am sure that no more delightful

task could be laid upon anyone than that. Whzen I speak of the pastior

naturally you think of the pasture and when you think of the pasture

t 3 3 = ] + N P ~ = Y 3 - o =11 YAa ~ + e T 1 a=
you think of the flock that feeds 1n the pasture, and then by the

association of ideas your mind may come to the real meaning of con-
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gregationalilsm. You know it comes from congregate or the gather
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gathered by flocks under the care of the
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the sheep. We thinlk naturally of the "Shepherd song , and of him who
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"Ted Israel 1like a flock", and of the "Great Shepherd of the sheep,

But .I suspect, Dr. Frisbie, that twenty=-five ysars ago, when you
came to Des Moines, then a thriving town, as you looked over the hills

and wallked through the valleys, possibly it may have seemed to you

hat a good deal of ths ground now appropiated by the city was betier
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sheep than for the pasturage of men, and
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that your shepherding would bs somewhat difficult under such cilrcum=

_:'h
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stances. And vet you gave yourself to the task of

| ¥ s

shepherding men,

T

and you have since then seen the town grow into the great city and
the one flock grow into many more than one. And yet it was seven

years, I believe, that you labored here as a shepherd of a little

e

{.'Ll

flock of one hundred and sixty-nine members---seven years before, over
yonder on the hills of Sevastopol, a little company Of Welshmen who
had brought their independence and thrift and love of religious lib=-
erty with them, banded themselves together as a Congregational church.

Q-

And I suspect that you could tell us a great deal more than I can about
what a time you have had all these years over that little flock.

M - - - - =3 - B . - r 4 o - - E - o - g |
Then five years or more of shepherding passed by, and som f your

@)

members, I suppose, strayed over beyond the river to live, and by and
by they began to think of a little flock over there, and those who had
+ LY . - | AR A I -
the Pilgrim faith called themselves by the name of . Pilgrim , and

o

anothsr flock was formed which went wandsring about a good many years

-

vithout a permanent fold or permanent shepherd, but is now established

-

on the hills of East Des Moines, and we know something of th:

W

help and
encouragement you have extended towards this fold.

Then a few years afterwards your thoughts began to turn toward
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North hills of the city and as you saw the "lambs' of the flocks,




and possibly the "rids" of the goats skipping about on the hillsy 1%

T

occurred to vou that there ought to be a fold there and SO with the

help of Plymouth Church you set about building a fold and gathering in

" of the goats, first in a Sunday School,

o

the "lambs" and the "kid

3

their own, struggled on

then in a church, until they chose a pastor of

[J

to self support, and have gone on their way rejoicing, for lo, these
twelvs years. For I congratulate myself, sir, that within three

half as long the pastor of North Park church as
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months time I have bee
you have of Plymouth.

her years of pasturing and shepherding followed before
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the building of a fold among our German brethren over on the East Side
and thev were cathered into a littls flock under the pastoral watch
asnd care of Brother Henn, and those of us who have known him best,
know how faithfully he has "scratched" for his flock. He has best
true to his name. And though he has so 'fowl'a name, he has besn all
faithful pastor over the little flock, not of chickens
rears more went 'i_:-;,-’, and out yonder on the
South-west hills another little flock was brought together, and 1t was
called "Park Avenue Church'. We are unot saying much about it just

now, but it is out there, and one of thess days we expect you will

hear of the flock there being folded and shepherded. And finally
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out here in Valley Junction a part of it in ths City of Des Moines,

and a part outside, was gathsred last year another which promises UO
grow one day into a strong and V1gorous church flock. And SO we are
congratulating ourselves, and you, Dr. Frisbie, that in these twenty-
five years you have lived to see one flock of one hundred and SiX
nine grow into.sevan flocks. Some of them not very great, but Two
of them at least, greater than the one over whic!
shepherd's care, twenty-five years ago. It is an achievement not

often attainsd in these days, and in this Western land that one man

ul care over the progresg of the Kingdom 1n one
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place, 3e one fold grow into seven, and ons little flock of one

hundred and sixty-nine expand into seven flocks of over eleven hundred
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ning that over eleven hundred members have been connected with Plymouth
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Church -during these twenty-five years, while to-day the united member=-
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And so I bring to you our congratulations. We believe that
in all these years you have been a faithful chisf undershepherd,

and you have not only brought to this flock and to this fold, food 1in

« : . ad 3 o Vil 2 e R =
abundance and led them out into the "green pastures

and by the side




of the "still waters"', but you have led us all under the direction
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and care of the Great Shepherd, to whsre we have found rest, refresh
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ment, and food, and thserefor we have all had growth, May God bless
3 - % " » - *I - = - -y . 5 a4 Y % TN -ﬂ
you and add yet many years to your labors, and many sheep to your fold.
~ Y - 0 e
Col. Godfrey.
h= 1avw Tt - ol= e rrramma 1 e the erreetfinne From
The next on the programme 1S the greeilng I1IIrom
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Tt has been said that riends are the sunshine of
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life , and it seems to-night that ygur life must be all aglow with
sunshine.
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We are also told that "A frisnd is the gift of God , then,
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dear pastor, in this vast audience behold God s gift to you.
Hlogquence will flow from the lips of many o

present in & vain endeavor to measure the res

ence for which 1 have ths honor to Speak.

We have heard that

-

"When Eve brought woe to all mankind

Old Adam called her wo=-man,

But when she wooed with love so kind,




But now, with folly and with prids,
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hesir husband s pockets trimming,

The wom2n are so full of whims

That men pronounce them wimmen.
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this part of Plymouth Congregational Church that 1
stand here as a repressntative to-night. WE are the sisterhood.
Twenty-five years this noble, devoted, self sacrificing sisterhood
has stood beside Dr. Frisbie to stay his hands, to cheer his heart,
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to lighten his labors, an

Ry
i
-
€
I_nd
-

-"l.'l .; - Ll VT T £ -
11im in the worl of our

L1,
T
O
;-_J
=
et

His memory passes down through this long list of sisters in the

2

membership of this church in the past and present, and recalls
without word of mine many incidents of joy or sorrow with which
thelir names are interwoven.

Some have come from the Sabbath School and brought their fresh

young lives into this service with his blessings upon their head

et

0

some have come from the Junior or Sasnior Endeavor societises and

D
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brought their bright hopes, and others have come in their mature years

or old age with their best energies and thoughts. In the Master's

The fears, anxisties and dissazpointments which our lives have

A A

.
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him as

"shephsrd of ‘he flock" are not recorded here, and many

we trust, are dimmed in his memory by the lustre of the better things

which stand beside ther

_——

our sons and

nicht while we laid our

where day is sternal and SOrrows nevar

Heo will recall

1L3SE

were on this long

He has baptized our

daughters,

many noble women of vari

whose names also are enshrini in

children, solemnized the marriage vows of

stood beside us in the darkness desper than
loved ones to rest, and pointed us to the land
COILe .

d ages, Wwhose names

L

of membership, whose spirits have entered into

the hearts of

many before us to-night.

Some of this sisterhood can recall his sorrows, and we know

that he too has been comforted because
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sorrow and we trust of pleasure and reward also, thi

beoth 0 Him and to us.

A flood of

We know, for he has ta

circle in which we live

Iraasy ™
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ant memories and kindly teachin

12ht us,

wept", and looked into
with compassion.
How much of 1lsbor, of love, of care, of

period covers,

sweeps OVeIr' US.

.

that we should live more nearly a

t

we

to make the 1ittl

D

to do nobler work,

better and happier, and let our

influence go




out into the whole

the smallest

ighten our lives

his counssls.

duties, help to

nd that

world, we should bring our highest motives O

burdens, conguer self,

life, attempt great things for God, do

improve our opportunities,

will make

our

rnal. God grant that we shall heed

We rejoice in many pleasant memories with which this guarter cen=
tury is filled. There was the day of beginnings, of smaller things,
when our city, our church, our homes had more of a primitive character
than now, and then followed the scheming, planning, and toiling to
build up the larger things, even that which we behold and enjoy to=-day.

Surely in this the sisters of Plymouth Church took a large part,
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Tor if women
the briclkts, or

could t:il and

|._}

husband, father, an

these materials had

they could bri or

many sighs,

accompan 1m

drive

d son teo give in greater proportion,

d2r out of chaos

and much

ents of socia

can? They could not lay

e the nails which this structure

and whsn

and form of a church edifics

inside, and with some tears and

hard work, many headaches and backaches, the usual
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they
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did provide its organ, its carpets and furnishings, later caused new

s to be added, that it might accomodate the ever ilncreasing
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membership and congregation, and still later the soiled walls of 1tsS

parlors to be cleaned, the entir rpeted and all that
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which had become o0ld to be made new. They have furnished feasts for
the inner man , and added the charm of music, recitation, and literary

in
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feast of reason . They have lent their presenc

the prayer meetings, and joined in the worship there, not only 1n Song,

dered valuable assistance 1n
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the Sabbath School, Endeavor Societies and other church wori.
We, the sisterhood, rejoice in the children from your home, dear

ht lives and enobling influences n

ve intermingled

-
ct
=
c—t
—
—
(o
0
q
C__\
=
O
s
O
;L':.'
3
[
)
(@
=
(D
T}
™

We rejoice, beyond all that we can

convey here, in the companion of your heart and home, dear lirs. Frisbie,
for is she not our Mrs. FPrisbie too? Surely she has shared our

cares, our labors, our Joys and sorrows, toiled side by side with us
with heart and hand and brain to help make
to-day. She, like yourselfy has done much Eo build up the intellect=
ual and spiritual life of Des Moinss.

Then, in conclusion, in behalf of the sisters of Plymouth Church

let me lay this tribute at the threshold of your home for you all, and
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ths Memory of the Heart.
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Names, things, and facts, what er we knowledge call,

And imaces on this cold surface traced

o
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Make slight impression, and are soon sffaced.
o - - o - " I:—; -1 _' = - ‘]
L, We Ve a pageg, more glowing and more bright,

On which our friendship and our love to write.
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We trust them to the memory of the heart.

| ~nach new pulsation keeps the record clear,
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Nor lose their lustre till the hzart stands still .

or the next number on the programme, one of our

young men was selected, because nsxt to our assistant pastor he 1is




to be a mistake to-morrow, for I have an effort to make in that line
and am not so sure but that it will be more agreeable than the task
set before me now.

Your committee debated quite a while after they had assigned me
a place on this programme as to what should be my subject, but they
have finally asked me to represent the younger elsment of the church
greetings of the young peopls to him who has been
or a greater number of years than have been

those in the lives of the most of the bright boys and girls, young
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peak to-night, I accept this duty the more

cheerfully bscause of my own connsction with Plymouth Church. Enter-

S

N

S clrcle when a boy of eight or ten as a n

|

ember of a Sunday
School class taught by a dear woman whom I have always loved for the
lessons she impressed upon me then, I passed naturally into the

Christian Endeavor and then into church fellowship and I am glad to

bear testimony to=-night to the helpful influence of Plymouth Church

B! -

Again I rejoice to be the bearer of this message because T know
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how heartily any greeting I may bring will be echoed by the young

peopla. Not one but many have spoken to me of their love for our
pastor. No face is more familiar and no voice is more welcome

in our Christian Endeavor meetings than his. Some who have felt

A i s el e & =L = i P et N e IR, = o~ -
while here that they might perhaps liks some other church and some
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yat whoss step is elastic and eye bright, NO young person can come

in contact with this man without feesling that he has found in him

f—i
Ul

ago, whzsn the Junior class published an annual, as their custom,
they expressed their love and respect for Prof. L. F. Parker by ded-

1icating thelr volume to him as, "The youngest old man on the faculty .

as a friend as well as to value him as a counscelor and ruide.

The children of the church are more numerous to=da
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thoroughly organized than they were, I suspect, twenty=Ffive years
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820 'hus, I suppose, I may represent five separate organizations,

within its membership, most of those in

1er four, and many more besides, the Senior Society of Christian
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Endeavor with one hundred and thirty members, the Juniors eighty

stronz and always active, the Plymouth Rock Missionary Society, and

o
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the Plymouth Circle of XKing's Daughters. In behalf of all these, and

r~

all of the other young people of the church, I extend to you, Dr.
Frisbie, our hearty congratulations on this, the twenty=fifth annhi-

versary of your pastorate of Plymouth Church and voice the praye

that God may spare your life and strength to continue with us for

tor and friend of the
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many years more as you have in the past, pa

young people, in Plymouth Church.
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sionary
Socisaty will now address us.

lir. T« 0. Douglass:
My theme, according to the program, is "Congregational
Towa to Plymouth's pastor". But I don't know how in thse world I can

put i1n ten minutes on so small a subject, so I take the larger theme,
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sent me by the committee, viz:

Congregational Iowa.
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Frosie!
o

sregational Towa now numbers three hundred and twenty-nine

r

churches and thirty-three thousand members.
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Since Dr. Frisbie came to Iowa the number of the churches has
nearlvy doubled and the membership has increased nearly three fold. I
do not know just how much Dr. Frisbie' s residence in the state has had

to do with this remarkable increase, but I am sure we all wish he had

Plymouth is our strongest church; Grinnell 1is larger, but by
virtue of its position, wealt
pastor, undoubtedly Plymouth stands first,

Now as an antidote to this taffy, which is not taffy at all but
simple fact, I am disposed to remind you that, in some ways, Plymouth
is Congregational Iowa's dsbtor. Not all of Plymouth was manufacture
on the ground. some of the forces here gathered were not gensrated
here. Again and agaln 1 hear the complaint, We have lost some
of our best members; gone down to Des Moines'.

But I am herse to-night, as in some sense a represer
@n;rsﬁﬁtional Towa, especially to acknowledge our indebtedness to
Pl ymouth. Plymouth comes into sympathetic and helpful touch with
the other churches ef the state in various ways, of course, but chiefly

ll~.‘iﬂr_’:|1_-': ___.,

thirough the Iowa Congregational Home Missionary Society. The head-

this socisty is in Plymouth study. The Executive Comme
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teen and a half years. Our treasury 1S here. Our treasurer, and

his assistant, the best there is or can be are your members, The

treasursr and associational secretary of our W. H. M. V. are Plymouth
women. Beside the pecuniary aid you have given directly to North

Park, Pilgrim, Moriah, Berwick, Baxter, Bondurant, Runnells, Valley
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lesSe are SUuggesStilons

'lad to acknowledge.
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But T am here to=-night still more particularly to acknowledge our

L

offensive and impardonable hers, because so needless. All of our
pastors of course, are bishops, but by virtue of his position, stand-
risbie, by common consent, heads the

list., His influence in the state is unquestionably beyond that of

snomination as for that

(@

any other minister of our denomination or any

matter., We all look up to him and lesn upon him. He 18 rather a
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ressure of all our leaning but a
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the measure of the man , and will force, which in thi
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what continsntal, and sympathies, which in this case are deep
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broad and tender as a little child's, this is not a slight man but a
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tower of strength against which we can lean. The humbler brother

gsoon feels at home with him. Nith the charity which thinketh no evil,

and is kind, and never faileth, he covers sverynpastor and every church.

1-

Soma of us think that once in a while his charity makes him a wee bit

ari

blind. If Dr. Frisbiz had his way he would give every minister a

g1
€1000. salary and a one hundred acre farm tO boot.
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e has been on our Executive Committee from the beginning.

Several times he has tried to step out but we could not spare him.
He has plead his duty to Plymouth but still we could not let him go.
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In the Committee, as in councils, and assocC ional gatherings, local
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and state, his opinions always have great weight, and a statement 01
I q—\-I.-u. " F. - = - -
n them has often ended all debates.
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Thas term "Congregational Iowa' , repressnting our Congregational

| interests and forces in the state, and the name given to our state
inated with Dr. Frisbis, and Congregational Iowa stands
next to Plymouth in his affections. Every interest of our churches

he takes into his heart and so far as he is able to do, upon his

shoulders., It is with great pleasure that ‘in the name of Congre-
> our indsbtedness to Dr. F

give thanks and greeting, and a hearty God speed to Plymouth Church

-

"rishie, and here




Next on the programme was Dr. Gates of Grinnell

C

o elsewhere, and is not with us to-night but
we have a letter which the assistant, Mr. Metcalf, will read .

|~
W0
CH

Grinnell, Iowa, September 29,
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My Dear Sir,---I very much regret that another engagement prevenis

my accapting your invitation to say a few words on the cccasion of Dr.

1 =T 1 ~ - - - - o 1 ¥ 1 WTats Thae them
Frisbic' s quarter centennial of ministry in Des Moines. I'ne leme
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myv | 1 ne hare t h anyy oDother n 1
my bsing here than any other man.
Plvmouth church has had and still has many close relations with

Towa College Three members of the
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are now
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onn our board of trustees: Messrs. Jd. and 8. Merrill and I. K. Wilson.
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It is a pleasure to make mention of the fact that this church gave

one who was practically its first pastor, Rev. J. Ms Chamberlain, to
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be the Treasurer of Iowa Collspe which office he held for ssventeen
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years. e had during all this time large even & controlling influence
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in thse administration of the funds, buildings, and property of the

growing college. This work he did with great wisdom and efficiency.
"rom 1882 to 1896 Mr. Chamberlain has bsen our Librarian which work he
this summoer resicned. The college has not had a mors faithful servant,
a mors generous donor in proportion to his means, a wiser counsellor

L

Anothsr pastor of Plymouth Church, Dr. DeForest, obtained for

by - -~y . - & TV L i 1 TtV |
his wife a graduate of Iowa College who was also a daughter. of one of
the original board of trustees, Dr. A. B. Robbins of luscatine. The

present pastor, beside being on its board of trustses, has & son and

o

to it from this church. Thase
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and will do it while the college stands.
rsonal of the church and college in=-
zes, may their mutually heslpful relations abide and in-
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Th=2 history of academic educaetion in America is
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the church history of America. Almost without exception all the older

2astern colleges were of such foundation: Harvard, ¥Y¥ale, Princeton,




Dartmouth, Bowdoin, Brown, Amherst, Williams and others are all child=-
ren of the churches. They sometimes have grown a little wayward, nev=
rtheless thev were born of the scclesiastical houschold. Doubtless

LT

ths work of many of thess institutions has grown betiser as their mis=
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strine has bzen somewhat loosened. The rise in western states of

univarsities is a new factor in American collegiate and university

L

development. It is probably well soO. But there remains yet a dis-

or the typical American collegs to do. In that work

J &
the pastors of churches denominationally at one with the colleges hawve
8. large responsibility. It is a sericus business for colleges to

rain the young men and women whom members of the churches send up toO

them. Tn this worlk the coll:
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the help of the pastors and
appreciate the pastor of Plymouth Church.

rectings to him and congratulations on the rounding out of such
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seriod of work as a guar century marks. ' May all the rich

|

blessings that accompany vigor of mind and body be continued to him

st these many years, that church and college may enjoy his counsel
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and lecadershipe.
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ent lasman

M T 1T ~a

L[-]n._-i-u-q. u" 3?.--1. S .:‘,-
S -
1l_‘-'r:’..~‘ :I:JFS'J:LI"'—

T VST £y - _-:11 I = - — 4 ¥ - - . - g - -
summer and tell stories to them whzesn they had beel

about ourselves, and

strancers think we are a very good church and people,

wad some power the giftie gle us

1 ) R et 2 LA
see oursslves as ithers see us .

, to hear others tell it, we are pretty nice, and all

" s

right. We are now, however, zoing to hear of outside ths church.

who has been selected to respond O the nice sentiment

Doctor pretty well,---were pretty intimate with him for
i so when the proposition was made---This,-=--1 did not

, and hands up. They wanted to volunteer. Both saild
- 4= o - 1r AL -5 L 1 ~ ’ M o T 1 ~ re T -
ke to get a lick at Dr. Frigbie, as they thought that no




knew what a bear was. I do not know how it was decided. I believe
they drew cuts and the lot fell on Dr. Breeden to respond to the sen=

timent, "Dr. Frisbie's coniribution to the religious life of Des Moines.

T fesl somewhat embarrassed this svening by the presence
honor this celebration is held. Not that I would have

of him 1in whoss

him abssnt, but I have 1 some things which 1 fear,
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owing to his excessive modesty, may embarrass him. The first essen-
. n 3 '
tial of.a first class funeral 1s a "corpse. And as I understand it
.8 o — Y ir
this is in a very real sense, Dr. Frisble 8 funers T At least we

are permitted to say some things now which we usually postpone for
post mortsm display. But why should we wait until one whom we love 1s

dead to brezak our alabaster boxss over him? T beli
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ve firmly in the
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motto that "an ounce of taffy is better than a pound of epitaphy .
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deep and 2biding conviction that Des Moines owes more 1o
rigbie for the strength of its morality and the quality of its

religious life than to any other man. A pastorate of a guarter of a
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therwise., Perm
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century with such a minister could not result me
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to mention some of the things which I verily believe have entered
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largely into the success of this long pasto To do this I must
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enumerate some of the qualitiss of mind and he:
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Pastor of Plymouth Church.

~ = e . ——
Tiprst amongs these I must name an lmmense COMLON sense, that man
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iPasts itself in every detail of his life and work. With this homely
1 1 1 - +' rman 1 Prrinier 1118 o T + Te c
quality is coupled an instinctive, gself rectifying jJudgment. 1t ‘na

ain that Dr. Frisbie is one of the
n
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ters who does not at somse time 1n nNisS caree slop over , O
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I should put next to this his guick and deep sympathetic nature,

e

strain of life, understands the woes and wounds of the heart, 18 palns

nd sorrows of the soul

)]
£
o
t- = |
cr
@
#3]
PJ'
3|
n
Qi!

r
&
H
-
»r
.I—"
n
H
*—Jr
)
[ o—
i
=
Q)
W
£
=
e
n
=
LD
et
o
T
[ —
r |
40

only remedy---the saving health of the go
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Then I would put a culture, chaste, charitable and symmetrical,
- - ® - . - w 1! N
vhi culminates in a broad catholicity of spirit.
Dr. Frisbie has been eminently a Congregationalist. The nearer

Church parish, but he has been in all these years pre-eminently a

Christian and anything and esverything that meant a stronger hold of
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the Christ on the citj's 1ife or the promotion of righteousness 1n anj

one of the circle of churches in Dss Moines has had not only his
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i nflusnce, but his outspoken commendatlion and his earnest

prayers.
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I put with these the possession of a character which no breath

of slander has ever touched, no taint of zossip ever stained, nc
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barb of envy ever plsesrced. Emerson says: The authority of th
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name of Schiller is too great for his books, somewhat resided in the
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maln . The largest part of his power was latent. This is that which
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we call character, which acts directly by presence and without means.

This it is that makes the man whose achievements we recount to=night
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the force he is and has been in all these years.
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husband, in the charm of whose trained and discriminating mind all of
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held in willing thrall: the aroma of whose consecrated
1ifa is like some gracious perfume wafted from the garden of the Lord.

I am speaking for the Ministerial Association, of which the host

of honor has been for twenty-five years a faithful member and for

nearly a decade an honored president. Every member of this asso-
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ciation to=day and, likewise, 8VeIrj individual of that migratory

fraternity who, having sojourned in this city for a brief period in
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ral sarvice, has moved on to otlier fields, will never forget the
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sideration always extended by Dr. Frishie. Others they may forget=-—=
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simplicity and stalwart character, redolent with the grace and genius
of goodness and sweet with the perfume of purity, we would embalm in
] t

perennial memory. Young ministers, especially, have found in him a

ready counscllor, whose sage asdvice has been fraught with profit and

I+ 2 word of reminiscence may be pardoned, let me say that out of

more than ssventy preachers residing in Des Moines to=-day thes only

are pastors of Congregational churches, and both of them are on this

o8 e et

At that time the sadate and scholarly Dr. Emory Miller was
the First M. E. people into gresn pastures and beside gtill

waters. Dr. Stewart, brilliant and beloved, both 1in and out of his
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learning and eloguence.s The genial and gentle Geo. C. Henry, whose
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I cannot name them a2ll but in this pulpit stood one carsful in thought

read in the best litera-

s3Ler
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\ Congregationalists, and the msntor o1 the city. And here he
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stands to-day, stronger than sver in those nig! qualities that have
riven him success and made him universally beloved, of whom the

whole city is proud, and in whose presence we all rejolce.

Prisbie in these twenty-five years has sssn more and greater changes
ious life of this community.
Preachers, brilliant and otherwise, have come and gone, leaving
sometimes a fitful trail of efflorescent light like a meteor s glsam
alons their way, but like a fixed sentinsl star he holds on nis way
undisturbed, moving in his wide orbit undismayed, shedding upon the
5> the glow and lustre of his unfading light.

Dr. Prisbie has not always taken sides with me in metters of

discussion or debate. He has sometimes had a side of his own. Eveaen
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in theological matters we have besn compelled to agree to d
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I havs naver been able to bring ths good Doctor to my view on the

tismal controversy. e looks upon us Christians and Baptists as
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good Congregationallsts only "a little shrunk in the wetting , while
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wa have had from tims to tims the supreme satisfaction of loanin

the good old primitive, catholic way. He persists in his obstinacy
on that mooted issue, which to me seems quitse remarkable. But 1 can
only say that, in my mature judgment, whenever he and I have besn on
opposite sides, either in matters of policy, politics or theology, he
has always been 1n the Wronge
When I came to this ecity, Dr. Frisbie was sven then next to Dr.

Nash, of blessed memory, the patriarch of the city. Fourteen years

‘ of his ministry had floated by on wings of light, but these had bzen
long enough to elevate him to the very pinacle of favor and power. No

man then enjoyed or has since achisved such widespread confidence or
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he frisndships of that sarlier day and augmented his power Ior goOd,

T - - = = B Fo = + - s —m " L . P = - e . = -~ = -y e ¥ 3 s = — -
vhile the chastening winds of experisnce have mellowed nis character
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-0 sweeter, stronger sympathy with men and ripened the rich fruit oi

his life., And he sits to=-day in ths city of his labor and his love

crowned with ths grace and glory of twenty=five fruitful
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up a Congregationalist, or else that he 1is Lrying to break into our
church for some reason or other,

. b i o O R T tmnlsr Fram fhe pnactaore
The committes was not content to hear simply from the pastors

hev wanted to know what his neighbors and

nothing but the truth you must select a lawyer toc tell it, conse-
guently, with a unanimous vote Judge Phillips was selected toO tell
what the neighbors thought of Dr. Frisbie.

Judge William Phillips:
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pleasurs, that I salute you, as well as lrs. Frisbie, and when I do, 1
'. do it feeling that with this salutation I have the heartfelt response of
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social fellowship also. But I was exXercised, my dear sSir, somewlal
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in your behalf. I remember reading somewhere wheil 1 was younger than
I am now, something of this character, in the way of a malediction,
"Woe unto you when all men shall speak well of Te17 And as 1 have
always prized my neighbors, sir, and none hizsher than you, you can

as I sat here, whether
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have been permitted to sit under the drippings of the sanctuary

and that God may bless you and all this people. T am sure that
there are in this audience not only members of the various churches

N - 3 o dexy nin t+ + 1o + e - s l=5al= 4 =1 Tt el e, Y -~ T wrlF
in this ecity, but that there are here -0=nicht many---=very many who

scarcsly enter the doors of a church once a year, and yet they are
here to extend to you by their presence and their silence, thelir

sssurance that they remember you, sir, as a long time neighbor, and
aworthy neighbor, and I think I represent them as well as the rest
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, of the audience and am enzsbled to cive you the assurance, 8S1lI t ha
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city most universal respect, and the heart felt greetings of your

; neighbors and friends who ssteem you as a Christian minister te the

|

.; entire pecple of this city. But I would remind yow, sir, that criti=
cism dc;ﬁ not always come from religious bodies to the paster, or

,I touch the pastor, in this enlightened age of the world when people

| both inside and out are constantly watching his utterances--=but even
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NOW . We have upon our committce one gentleman appointed by the
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ceneral committee who said that he would not like TO Serve. Ne knew
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I will have to appoint myself. e is a very modest man as you know. I
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' am sorry to have to make this explanation bul have promised that 1
nobody would know that anythin 2S said about 1t. ie has made an

1im myself. T will ¢all on Mr. Clarey.
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found in thes town. Doctor, I am afraid you are somewhat addicted to
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this same fault. You are xtting on 1n sars, but are not willing to
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Speak kindly to that poor old man
| Pick up his fallen cane
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| pressing thsir opinions of him all this evening. I expressed mine
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! to-niirht that I have listened carsfully to all you have said about
him, and I think it is all true. I cannot tell you how dsli;ntful
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you will not like Des Moines, but he always added s "I know that you
will like the people.’ And sver since I cast my life and lot with
you it has been one constant joy and constant gratitude. I have
never found that it was a hard thing tO be a minister s wife. You
| have helped me in all I have tried to do and have cordially responded
to every appeal or suggestion that I have made. T thank you for all
' rour beautiful life with us, for all your loving and kindly thoughts
toward us. May the good Lord bless you as you have blesses us.
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Sunday in the center of the Rocky Mountain region in one of the resers
vations, Or pre vations, in that part of th Dominion of Canada. L ¢
remember that getting out of a sleceping car at three 'clock Saturday
morning, I took a seat in a rat tle=-ty=-bang carryall with loose cur-=
tains through which the Rocky Mountaln wind was blowing, a cold wind,
and before 1 ;#aacluyﬂ the hotel my ear was aching and I felt quite bad
and uncomfortable. When we ach the hotel the mercury was at forty
and ther as a fire in the office and I sat down at the stove and in-
clined my sar to ths genial warmth. There came in two men with me who
had been in the carryall, who stormed at the clerk who was presiding,
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