


Cass County SWCcD 

Baughman Creek Watershed Project 

The Cass County SWCD in partnership with the Iowa 

Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship 

signed a planning grant agreement for the purpose of 

completing activities to assess Baughman and Un­

named Creek watersheds, completing a hydrologic and ~o&&o-~-"'"'""".....,._.__.....,;=kl";,.,.,_ _ _. 
erosion control assessment, preparing a watershed plan, and when appropriate, preparing 

grant applications to implement the watershed plan. Since that time, the Cass SWCD ap­

plied for and was awarded an I-JOBS grant (a grant that was approximately $190,000 

awarded in November) for the Baughman Creek area to install terraces and grade control 

structures to help control flooding that occurs during peak rainfall events in the Griswold 

area. Baughman Creek and the un-named tributary, both drain (in an area near Griswold, 

and) have historically presented flooding problems for Griswold. With the continued 

nice fall harvest weather, there has been 17,600 ft of terraces installed, with 39,750 ft 

scheduled to be completed during Spring 20 I I. For further information, please contact the 

Cass Soil and Water Conservation District at: (712)243-3180. 

Commissioner Elections November 2, 2010 

General elections were held on Novem ber 2, 2010 in which the Cass County 
SWCD had two pos itions open fo r election. Fred Kay and Greg Zellmer terms 
expired in January 20 II which requi red action for the 2010 election on November 
2nd . Frederick Kay and Greg Ze llmer were re-elected. They were sworn in Janu­
ary 3, 20 11 at the District Organizational meeting to start their four-year terms. 

2011 Officers 

Curt Behrends- Chairman 

Greg Zellmer- Vice Chairman 

Ray Wil son- Treasurer 

Fred Kay- Commissioner 

Brian Fo il mann- Comm issioner 

Secretary- Jana Coughl in 

Co-Treasurer- Jana Coughlin 
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2010 Scholarship Winners 

The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District awarded graduating Seniors of Cass County $300.00 scholar­

ship to help with their continued studies in Agriculture/Natural Resources field of study. The Cass County SWCD 
encourages graduating seniors in Cass County to make application by March of each year to be eligible for scholar­

ships. Students and guidance counselors may use the districts website to view more information about these scholar­
ships at www.cassswcd.org. This years recipients are Sara Pottebaum, Chelsey Klindt, Nicole Laurito, Alec Gut­

tenfelder, Jonathan Olsen, John "JJ" Bierbaum. 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES! 

CONTRACTORS MEETING 

CD/ Scholarship Winner 

Jon Olsen was also selected by Conserva­

tion Districts oflowa to receive a $300.00 

scholarship. Jon will receive a President's letter along with 
a check from the Conservation Districts of Iowa. Scholar­

ship applicants can obtain applications at their local school 
guidance counselors or stop by the Cass County SWCD · 

office at 503 West 7th Street, Ste 1, Atlantic, Iowa. 

The Cass & Audubon County SWCDs co-sponsored a contractors 

meeting that was held February 17, 2010 at the Pizza Ranch in Atlan-

tic. Jeff Sporrer, Resource Conservationist opened the meeting. 

Several supply companies gave presentations along with attendees watching the Iowa 

One Call video. Jeff Godwin, Area Engineer and Kristi York, Area Program Specialist also 

provided information . This meeting continues to be very well attended. Thanks to all 

who makes it successful. 

Low Interest Loan Program 

The Iowa Finance Authority has a Iowa water quality loan fund in which producers can access to fund their portions of construction projects. This 

can be used by itself or in conjunction with State and Federal cost share programs. Loan terms are as follows; 

• Loans from ss,ooo to ssoo,ooo 

• Terms up to 10 years, and 20 on livestock facilities. 

• 3% fixed rate for life of loan 

• Can fund up to 100% of the actual cost 

• Applications accepted year-round 

------ • Available through lender of your choice 

If you are interested in participating, contact The Cass SWCD office or you may view information online at: www.ifaprograms.com. 
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Dig It! The Secrets of Soil exhibit was on display at the Durham Museum in Omaha, Nebraska from October 2-December 26, 2010. This 

exhibit was created by the Smithsonian Institution' s Na­

tional Museum ofNatural History . The Durham Museum 

was the only location outside of Washington DC to host 

the exhibition. Visitors could view 54 soil samples repre­

senting each U.S. state and territory and the District of 

Columbia, as well as soil maps and touchable soil models. 

The Cass SWCD provided funds for the Griswold and 

CAM community school districts to take students to the 

Dig It exhibit at the Durham Museum in Omaha. Gris­

wold took 52 students and CAM took 9 students. 
GRISWOLD FFA STUDENTS CAM FFA STUDENTS 

ENVIROTHON WORKSHOP The Cass and Adair County SWCD co-hosted a Envirothon workshop on March lOth for 

area schools to come and review information in preparation for the Envirothon regional competition. Julie McMichael, with 

~illl.l'rdllliN the NRCS provided information on soils ,Brian Hayes with the DNR at Cold Springs Park, provided the Aquatics information 

and Alan Carr representing the DNR provided the wildlife information. Any Cass County school that would like to participate 

in this workshop should contact the Cass or Adair County SWCD offices. The Cass County SWCD has also gave Cass county 

schools a re-imbursement for their entry fees to attend the Envirothon Regional competition. For more information about the 

Envirothon go to : http://www.cdiowa.org/ENVIROregional.html. 

TREE SALES 

The Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District started the tree and shrub sales program in 2001. Anyone can purchase bare root 
or potted trees from the district. The sales dollars generated from this program supports our education programs such as the scholarship 
program that the Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District makes available to seniors in Cass County school districts . Trees are 
great protection from winter wind for farm producers around their farmsteads and feedlot areas. Any producer can receive up to 75% of 
actual cost and cost share not to exceed $1500.00 per year to install a windbreak according to N.R.C.S specs. Anyone can purchase these 
trees and shrubs, whether you ljve in town or in a rural area. If you have a certain species your needing to replace trees that have died or 
been damaged from wind or storms, please let us know to ensure that they will be available for purchase. For orders of$100 or more a fifty percent deposit is 
required. You can place your order with the Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District at 503 West Seventh Street or by calling 712/243-3180. You can 

also find order forms online at www.cassswcd.org. 

AMERICORP HABIT AT SPECIALIST 

Hello! My name is Rebekah Karsch and l am the new DNR Keepers of the Land Ameri­

Corps Habitat Specialist for Cass and Montgomery Counties. For those of you who have 

not heard of AmeriCorps, it is a national service program and has been called the domestic 

Peace Corps. I will be working with Matt Dollison, the area DNR Private Lands Wildlife 

Biologist, and will be located in the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) field office in Atlantic. My job will be 

to promote and help create wildlife habitat on private land using federal and state conser­

vation programs. This means that private landowners in my counties can expect to receive 

letters in the mail, phone calls or even house calls from me to endorse programs such as 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program (WHIP). I 

will also be assisting NRCS staff to help decrease turnaround time for landowners who 

have already applied for programs. 

I am originally from Lexington, Virginia and I graduated in 2009 from James Madison 
University with a degree in Biology and a concentration in Ecology and Environmental 
Science. I am excited to be in Atlantic and I am looking forward to getting to know people 
here and exploring my new home. 
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Conservat ion Station was at the Cass County Fair on Tuesday, A ugust 3, 2010 

from w:oo a.m . to u :3o p.m. This mobile learning unit has interactive demon­

strations, pictures, computer animations, three dimensional displays where . 

people of all ages can learn why Iowa's water and soils are precious and how 

they can help preserve and protect these natural resources. 

This service is free service provided by the Iowa Learning Farm. For more infor­

mation on the Conservation Station go to www.extension.iastate.edu/ilf 

CAN CONSERVATION WAIT? 

By Jim Gillespie 

In this ever changing world and state, what does the future hold for conservation and agri­
culture? Commodity prices are high, land values are high, rents are high, inputs are high, 
and the list goes on. 

But can conservation of the soil and water wait? That has to be a good question everyone 
should be thinking about. With more demands being placed on soil and water resources to 
produce more food for an ever growing population in the world and with changing technol­
ogy and genetics to allow different forms of production in agriculture CONSERVATION 

CAN NOT WAIT. Every land owner and farm operator should take the time to contact their local Soil and Water Conservation Dis­
trict and USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service office to see what they can do for conservation on their land. Look at this 
as an opportunity to protect the land that is the basis of your farming business. Everything that comes from your operation depends 
on the land that you own or operate. You are left to manage your land as well as you can to be as productive as possible. But you 
will need the soil and water resources that you have for a long time, so protect them so they can support your operation well into the 
future. 

Consider practices such as residue management, structural practices, and nutrient management to protect the productivity of your 
operation as well as protect water quality. Keep your valuable soil in place to maintain good soil quality that will enhance and main­
tain production. Control the water that falls on your land by reducing compaction and try to absorb as much as possible to reduce 
runoff. Water is valuable to production and protection, so try to use it so that it will be available when needed by the plants. 

When you look at the definition of "Conservation" in the Webster's Dictionary it states "a careful preservation and protection of 
something: esp: planned management of a natural resource to prevent exploitation, destruction, or neglect". That says a lot and 
gives us all a large responsibility. 

Accept that responsibility and put CONSERVATION at the top of your business plan. Be the best land and farm operator you can 
be and conserve your soil and water resources so your agricultural operation will maintain itself for a long time. 
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New District 9 Forester Lindsey Barney is the District 9 Forester for the Iowa DNR covering the 
counties of Monona, Crawford, Carroll, Audubon, Shelby, Harrison, Pot­
tawattamie, Cass, Montgomery, Mills, Fremont, and Page. Lindsey started 
life in Marshalltown, Iowa but spent the majority of her growing years in the 
South-Central Iowa town of Lamoni. Lindsey attributes her love of nature 
to frequent outings to Nine Eagles State Park and Slip Bluff County Park, 
and watching Marty Stouffer (Wild America) as a child. Lindsey attended 
Iowa State University, starting out in the field of Animal Ecology- Wildlife 
Management. Three years into college, she decided Forestry (Natural Re­
source Conservation Option) was just as interesting and decided to acquire 
double degrees in both. While in college, Lindsey worked for Riparian Buffer 
research team led by Dr. Schultz and Dr. I Sen hart. She also worked 2 sea­
sons with the Fish and Wildlife Service in Nebraska as a Range Tech (fire) 
and 1 season with the Missouri Department of Conservation as a Resource 

Forestry Intern . After graduation from Iowa State in 2007, Lindsey worked for the National Park Service through Northern 
Great Plains Fire Management as a Fire Effects Monitor, and later as a contract FIAforester for the U.S. Forest Service in 
central Michigan . In February 2oo8 Lindsey accepted a job as Fire Management Forester for Custer State Park in South 
Dakota- focusing on fire ecology, restoration ecology, in addition to commercia/forestry of ponderosa pine. This past 
summer Lindsey decided that Iowa was where she needed to be, and in August of 2010 she accepted the position as District 9 
Forester for the Iowa DNR. Lindsey's interests are in woodland, savanna, and prairie restoration and also in fire effects and 
behavior. Lindsey looks forward to meeting everyone in her district and helping out/being involved with her new district as 
much as possible! 

New Area Resource Conservationist 

Revolving Funds 

Balance 7/t/09 

Total Deposits 

Total Expenditures 

Balance 6/3o/2mo 

IFIP 

Balance 7 /I / 09 

Total Deposits 

Total Obligated 

Total Expended 

Balance 6/J0/2010 

FY 2010 

Kevin Kuhn has is our new Area Resource Conservationist for Area 4· He most 
recently served as District Conservationist for Adair County for the last five 
years. Kuhn started working for NRCS after graduating from Iowa State Univer­
sity in 1987. Position's with NRCS include: Soil Conservationist in Guthrie 
County, Project Coordinator for a NE Iowa Water Quality Project in NE Iowa, 
Agribusiness Coordinator in NW Iowa and also served as a District Conservation­
ist in Mills County. He has been active with Iowa SWCS chapter including serv­
ing as President and has been a Certified Crop Advisor since 1995. Kuhn has a 
240 acre farm near Spring Brook State Park in Guthrie County. 

Cass County Soil & Water Conservation 

Financial Report 

$31,480.82 
$23,666.46 

$23,809.25 

$31,338.03 

129,931.04 

35,170.93 

96,283.10 

68,818.87 

0.00 

FY 10 

July 1, 2009 thru June 30, 2010 

Drill Fund 

Balance 7/l/09 $8,354.73 

Total Deposits $2,933.00 

Total Expenditures $622.86 

Balance 6/3o/2o10 $10,664.87 

REAPP 

Balance 7/I/o9 $49,200.76 

Total Deposits $2,940.30 

Total Obligated $19,113.89 

Total Expended ~33,027 . 17 

Balance 6/30/10 $0.00 

Reap F/NG 

Balance 7/t/09 $4,100.05 

Total Deposits $695.63 

Total Obligated $3,331.53 

Total Expended ~1,464.15 

Balance 6/30/10 $0.00 
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Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District Annual Report 

Cass County Soil and Water Conservation District 

503 W. 7th Street, Ste I 

Atlantic, Iowa 50022 

(712)243-3180 • FAX (712) 243-1688 

CASS SWCD COMMISSJONERS 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER- TRACY MARSHALL 

L- R: Ray Wilson, Curt Behrends, Greg Zell mer, Fred Kay, Brian Foil mann 

ATLANTIC FIELD OFFICE STAFF 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER- ALAN PETERSON 

Conservation Practices 

Installed 

FY 2010 

Terraces 276,200 ft 

Windbreaks 5 

L-R: David York, District Conservationist, Scott Breach, District employee, Jana Coughlin, Secretary, Randall Larsen, Federal Technician, Steve Fluckey, State 

Technician, Jack Bucklin, Soil Conservationist, Jeff Sporrer, Resource Conservationist. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis ofrncc, color, rwtionnl origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, morita l status, fami lia l status, parental stutus, rel igion, scxw l orientation, 

genetic information, 

political beliefs, rcpriSil ], or tx.-cnusc all oro pan of an individuals 's income is derived from 11ny public assistance progmrn. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons "ith disnbilities who require alternative meons for communication of program 
infonnat ion (Brnillc, 

large print, nudiotilpc, etc.) should contact the USDA 's TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). 

To fil e a comploint of discrimination wri te to USDA, Director, Office of C ivil Rights, 1400 Independence A''enue, S.W., Woshington, D.C. 20250-94\0 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (!'TO). USDA is on cquo.l opportunity pro ,i dcr und employer. 
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Pictured (from left) Commissioners Ray Wilson, Curt Behrends, Greg Zellmer, Fred Kay 
and Brian Follman. 

It has been a busy year with the Cass County 
Sotl and Water Conservation Dtstnct We have had 
new Comnusstoners leamtng the roles and duties of 
comrrusstoner , along wtth the Secretary leammg her 
posltton. We have also had some staff changes In 
the Natural Resources Conservation Servtce office 
also. Jeff Sporrer, Soil Conservattontst, accepted a 
new posttton as Resource Conservattomst and will 
be splitting hts time between the Cass and Audubon 
County field offices. Jack Bucklin has JOined the 

nside . 
Sporrer....................... page 2 
Staff............................ page 3 
Budget Numbers ....... page 4 
Down on the Farm . ... page 6 

How do I 
measure up? 
. See Page 8 

Photo conJribUied 

Atlantic field offic..e staff as Soil Conservationist 
Jack came to the Atlantic fie ld office from Guthne 
County. where he \\< as a techmctan for fi ve years 
The Dtstnct board has also acquued a couple of As­
ststant Comrrusstoners m 2009 Alan Peterson of 
Atlantic was appomted in July and Tracy Marshall 
of Lewts was appomted In November 2009 Wel-

801 •. 1 ........•...........•......•...•••••......•.• see page 2 
• • ••••••••• 

• 

Cass County Soil 
Survey Update 

• neanng 
completion 

By Richard Lensch 
Soil Scientist 

The :staff at the USDA-Nat­
ural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) Southwest 
Iowa Soils Office is happy to 
report that the field work for 
the Cass county soils survey 
update is nearing completion. 
To date over 99 percent of the 
field work has been completed. 
Richard Lensch, Cass County 
ProJeCt Leader commented, 
.. A few field visits thts spring 
will be needed to wrap-up a 
few Joose ends~ then we will 
be finished''. 

Soil scientists are now 
making digital edtts to the 
soil maps using the data and 
information gathered through 
the field investigations The 
changes ' een in the ~ oil sun ey 
update \\ 11 I include a new soil 
map unit naming scheme, em­
ploying soil series that were 
set-up after the original survey 
was completed. increased level 
of detail in the mapptng scale, 
and changes to the soil delin­
eations where the sotl proper­
ties have changed or need to 
be combined. The goal ts to 
complete the digital editing b) 
July of 2010 at which time the 
digaal soils information will 
be sent to the digitizing unit in 
Madtson, Wi~consin for qual­
ity assurance checks. 

Once the mfonnatio.1 has 
been revtewed, the soil sur­
vey maps and mterpretative 
data will be published in three 
forms· hard-cop) soil survey 
book, DVD, and through the 
internet. The new soil survey 
books will be published tn 
limited quantities with larger 
maps and improved manage­
ment and engineenng data. 
The DVDs will include an 
interactive program called 
SotiView, which allows users 

Survey ..................... see page 3 

• 

.. 

-
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Resource Conservationist-Jeff Sporrer 
I have accepted a new po­
sition with NRCS as a Re­
source Conservationist. My 
responsibilities have been 
expanded to both Cass 

County and Audubon Coun­
ty. My duty station is now 
in the Audubon office but I 
will be traveling between the 
two locations as necessary. 

Please contact me at either 
office: Audubon 712-563-
4248, Atlantic 712-243-3180, 
or by email jeff.sporrer@ 
ia.usda.gov I can schedule 

time to meet you at the of­
fice of your preference. 

(Pictured at left) 
Jeff Sporrer 

• 

Nichols Farms features bulls for 
e _.ry h rd '" and n ed. 

N ichols cust omers include the maJor A.I. Bull 
Studs . large commercial ranchers, mid-sized 
farmers~ and small breeders who work in town. 

ANGUS ••. powerful, muscted, marbling. breed's best EPDs 

SIMMENTAL ••• moderate framed muscled, polled & black 

NICHOLS SX1 ••••... heterosis, thick muscled, polled & black 

NICHOLS XL2 .••.•..•••.•.•• heterosis , maternal, polled & black 

NICHOLS 052 •.••••.•......•• heterosis , carcass, polled & black 

Good - 2000 Beuer - $2500 Hest - $3000 

$100 off the price if you pick up ) 'Our bulls 

• 

. 

' ' ' . . 

''Nichols Bulls r emain the safest and 
best investment in the sced~tock 

business . They sire soggy. heavy 
calves that usually top the market. 
Their daughters are durable, problem 
free and function regardless of 
weather and the ups and downs of fickle markets.'' 

II' Nichols keeps your bull(s) 
until you're ready for them 

r/ Negative for AM & NH by 
pedigree or test 

II' Volume discounts 

Health & Death Warranty 

t/ Pay for your bull when 
you get him 

BULL SAL Catalog at 
www.nicho ~ arms.biz 

Dave Nichols 

Give Us A Call - -
Office : 641 -369-2829 

Ross Cell: 641-745-5241 

Dave Home: 712-762-3810 

nichols@nicholsfarms.biz 

Nndbt<IDfl:t ~s 
Superior '.Beef ~enet ics 

2188 Clay Avenue 
Bridgewater, Iowa 50837 

March 2010 

Soii ... From page one 

• 

(Above) Alan Petersen and 
(Below) Tracy Marshall. 

• 

• 

come to all. and Congratulations 
on your accompllshments The 
Cass County SWCD adnumsters 
the state cost share programs, 
Low Interest Loan program.s. 
The D1stnct 1s also a partner tn 

the operation and mamtenance of 
watersheds m Cass County The 
Cass County Soil and Water Con­
servation DJstnct meets the fourth 
Thursday of each month. 

• 



March 2010 Farm onthly 
NRCS/Cass County Soil and Water 
Conservation District Field Office Personnel 

Pictured are NRCS/Cass County Soil and Wate•· Conservation District Field Office Person­
nel (from left) David York, District Conservationist, Scott Breach, District Employee, Jana 
Coughlin, State Secretary, Randall Larsen, Federal Technician, Steve Fluckey, State Tech­
nician, Jack Bucklin, Soil Conservationist, 
Jeff Sporrer, Resource Conservationist. 

Photo cuntrihuted 

NRCS Soils Staff 

Pictured from left are Richard Lensch, John Hammerly and Dan Pulido. 
Photo contnbuted 

Survey ......................................................................... From page one 

to find soils mformatton for specific areas and gener­
ate mterprettve soli maps They will also mclude an 
electromc reproduction that matches the hard-copy 
soli survey page for page called Web Sotl Survey 

In August of 2005, the USDA launched the Web 
Soil Survey (http.,/websotlsurveynrcs.usda gov) to 
provtde the public with a way to access and analyze 
the data m the National Sotls Information System 
The first mformatton released from the Cass County 
soil survey will be through Web Soil Survey The 
benefit of usmg the Web Sotl Survey ts that the user 
ts assured of gettmg the most up-to-date published 

' soils informat1on available. that is. anv changes 

• . , . 

made to the soils Information for Cass County will 
be updated here unmedtately, whereas the DVD and 
hard-copy versions will be updated less frequently. 

The fintshed dJgttal product ts expected to be 
available m late 201? and pubhshmg of hard-copy 
books and DVDs Will become available m some­
time 2011 . People wtth questiOns regardmg the sotl 
survey and sotls tnformatton can contact Rtchard 
Lensch at the USDA-NRCS Southwest Iowa Sotls 
Office. It ts located WJthm the Cass County USDA­
NRCS Service Center at 503 W. 7th St • Ste. 3, At­
lantic, lA or call (712) 243-1576 

Atlantic News Telegraph 

New Soil Scientist 
John Hammerly, from the 
Storm Lake area, will be work­
ing with Dan Pulido and Rich­
ard Lensch on the soil survey 
update of Dickinson and Cass 
counties, as well as other 
special soil related projects 
in western Iowa. Originally 
from a family farm outside 
of Newton, John went on to 
Iowa State University where 
he graduated in 2007 with a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Agronomy. After gradua­
tion, he began working for the 
Natural Resources Conserva­
tion Service as a soil scientist 
in Storm Lake. In his spare 
time, he enjoys biking, hiking, 
and fishing. He also likes lis­
tening to music, and watching 
movies. John is looking for­
ward to meeting new people 

and discovering the many 
opportunities Atlantic has to 
offer. 

FARMS FOR SALE 
150 Acres, m/1: Located 2 5 mtles northeast of Cumberland. Crop­

land/pa\turc combinatiOn Two \tory home and 
full set of butldmgs $3325 per acre. 

117 Acres, m/1: Located 4 mlles 
acres with 
bottom. $1 'i5 

est of Griswold 84 0 crop 
76.3 Ntshnabotna Rt\er 

2200 Acre~ t\.1 L: Located one mile north of Little Sioux, Iowa. 
2.102.5 crop acres with appr J .1 00 irrigated 
CSR = 57.7. Excellent investment propert)'. 
$4,691 per acre Property can be spht. 

121 Acres. M/L: Located appr 5 miles S E of Brayton CurrentlY 
about half good qual1ty cropland wtth average 
CSR of 64. Balance good. open pasture. $3200 
per acre 

200 Acres. M/L: Located 1 mtle south of Red Oak 167.6 cropland 
acres Remodeled 2-story home. 6 acre bmldmg 
site $3800 per acre 

• Smith 
Land 
Service c 

Farmland Sales· Management • Appraisal 
10 WEST 6TH ST., ATLANTIC, lA 50022 • OFFICE (712)243-4444 

.. 

--
.. 

• 
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Cass Countv Soil and Water Conservation District FY09 Budget and Finance 
1-M Budget Meetmg Registrations $40 

Pnnung and Printed Matenals 
$82 12 

(Office Supplies/Expenses/ 
Comnusstoners Expenses) 

July 1, 2008 through June 30, 
2009 

Advertisement $120 81 
Meeting and Workshop Ex-

Annual Report- 2009 Budget 
and Fmance 

penses, Dues $1,717 18 
Fatr Booth $110 46 
Total Expenditures $4,648.10 
*Any amount over allocatiOn 

Fiscal Year 2008 Allocation 
$3,000.00 

was patd from Dtstnct's Revolv­
mg Fund 

Postage/Bulk 
$494.12 

Miscellaneous 
$1,353 09 

Mathng 

Supplies 

D1stnct's Revo1vmg Fund 
(Penod covers from July 1, 

2008 to June 30, 2009) 
Balance on hand $11 271.02 
Recetpts Mtleage 

$730 32 
and Expenses 

1M Allocation $3,000 00 

• Club Calf Feed 
Steam Flaked Corn 
Custom Mixes <Grower/Finisher) 
Top Dress Supplements 

• Sho\N Pig Feed 
Increased Amino Acid Levels 
High Vitamin & Trace Minerals 
Grind & Mix 

• Club Lamb Feed 
Creep Feed (used across the nation) 
Texturized Show Feed 
Top Dress Supplements 

• Club Goat Feed 
• Poultry Feed 
• Dog & Cat Food 

Rancher's Choice 
Red Mills 
Red Flannel 

Tree Sales $4173 61 
Watersheds $200,052.02 
Cass County Audttor 

$10,000 00 
0 & M Reimbursement 

$3041.41 
DSC-Farm B1ll $8760 83 
Total Rece1pts $229,027 87 

Expenditures 
Postage $494 12 
Miscellaneous 

$1,554.04 
Supply 

Corrurusstoner Mileage/Ex-
penses $730 86 

Entry Fees $105 00 
Scholarshtps $1,200 00 
Sales Tax 689 84 

Fa1r Booth $119 96 
Dtstnct Payroll $4,000.00 
Tree Expense $2, 1 I 6.29 
Dues and Membersh1ps 

$1,645.00 
Watershed Expenses 

$200, 109.84 
Total Expenditures 

$212,764.95 
Balance on hand June 30. 

2009 $27.533.94 

Grass Dnll Fund 
Balance on hand July 1, 2008 

$6,557.90 
Total Recetpts $4596.50 
Total Expenditures $2,799.67 
Balance on hand June 30, 

Con gratulations 
to all the exhibitors 

for a Great Job at the 
Iowa Beef Expo. 

Thank you to everyone 
who stopped to see us! 

NEW ITEM 
Star Red Mills Complete 

Dog Food 

FEATURING STEAM Fl A.KED CORNS - CUSTOM BLENDS AVAil A.BLE 
SERVICING ALL AREAS OF THE MIDWEST 

Rex & Beth M cDermott - Owners 
200 Oak Street, Atlantic, IA • 712-243-1064 

Monday-Friday: 7arn- 5:30pm • Saturday: 8am- Noon 

Stop By Our Store & Get Started on Your Way to Becoming a Champion Today! 

2009 $8,354.73 

Iowa Ftnanctal Incenttve Pro­
gram 

Conservation Practices 
IFIP Budget 2008-2009 Allo­

catton $170,579.95 
Cost-share warrants paid 

$102,092.30 
Obligated Expenditures 

$68,380.00 
Balance of Unobligated 2008-

2009 Funds $107.65 

REAP-P (Practtces) 
2008-2009 Allocation 

$20,326 26 
Cost-share warrants patd 

$11.717 13 
Obhgated Expendttures 

$8,430 00 
Balance of Unobhgated 

$179 13 

REAP-F (Forestry/Native 
Grasses) 

2008-2009 Allocation 
$4,811 70 

Cost-share warrants prud 
$3,042 00 

Obhgated Expendttures 
$1.768 50 

Balance of Unobhgated $120 

Thanks 
to the Soil 
and Water 
District for 
providing 
the stories 

and 
pictures for 
the Far1n 
Monthly 

• 
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Conservation sponsors watershed tour 2009 Contractors Meeting 

The Cass County Soil and 
Water Conservation Distnct 
sponsored a watershed tour on 
Wednesday. June 24 The Cass 
County Supervisors were also m­
VIted to attend the tour of sites lo­
cated 1n Turkey Creek Watershed 
so they can see how Important Jt 
ts to connnue in partnership in the 
operation and matntenance of the 
structures that help 1n flood con­
trol for the surroundtng area. Tur­
key Creek Sites that were toured 
were~ 580 belonging to Jim and 
Kathi Matlander. SOD belonging 
to Art Hoskms. and 57 belong­
ing to Brad Suhr. When the com­
missioners vtsJted the Matlander 
property. Jtm and Kathi Matland­
er were on stte to show the com­
rrusstoners what Improvements 
to the property they had made to 
ensure the Integrity of the stte. 
Jun and Kathi has recently done 
a extensive tree planting around 
the property. All their dedtcatlon 
to conservation IS greatly appreci­
ated. 

Earth team 
volunteers 

Students at the Griswold Com­
munity School Web Design class 
were recogmzed for thetr volun­
teer efforts m creatmg a webstte 
for the Cass County Soil and Wa­
ter Conservation Dtstnct Eric 
Baker, Busmess and Technology 
teacher. helped the students along 
with mformatlon betng provided 
by the Cass County So1 l and Wa­
ter Conservation Dtstrict. The 
students created many versions of 

stte~ and the District choose one 
to use. These students have be­
come Earth Volunteers m whtch 
any ttme they use to do updates to 
the s1te IS tracked for theJr volun­
teer hours. The Cass County Sotl 
and Water Conservation Dtstnct 
Chairman, Fred Kay and Com­
nussJoner, Ray Wilson presented 
the students with certificates and 
provided rolls and JUices to the 
group at the Gnswold Commu­
nity Sc.hool. Vistt our webstte at 
cassswcd org to keep updated on 
programs and announcements. 

reo 4~ 

• 

r 

The Audubon/Cass County SWCD's held a joint contractors meet­
ing Feb. 17, 2009 in Atlantic at the Pizza Ranch. Technicians in the 
field offices contacted suppliers along \Vtth having the Iowa DOT 
available for area contractors to get inforntation on products and reg­
ulations. David York. District Conservationist, with the NRCS pre­
sented infonnation on Civil R1ghts. and Progran1s available through 
the office. Kevin Holcomb, Civil Engineering Technician with the 
Area office provided information about Quality Control/ Assurance of 
projects. Field office technicians provided information about how to 
complete construction notes for proper processing. The Audubon!Cass 
County SWCD commissioners supported this meeting by providing a 
meal to all the contractors who attended the meeting. 

Call and subscribe to 
the Atlantic News 

Telegraph- 243-26241 

*FARM LAND AUCTION* 
237 Acres MIL Bear Grove, Noble TWP • Cass County, Iowa 

Tuesday March 23, 2010 10:00 AM 
*Sale I~ocatjon: Cass County Communicy Center, Atlantic lA 

Propert) Location: 8 miles outh of Atlantic lA on Hw\ 71 to Hn) 92. East 2 mile · to 650th ~ outh ~-i mile. From Cumber-
land lA; outh to Hn) 92, we.,t-' miles to 650th ~ outh '-i Mile From Lyman lA 2 miles north on H'") 71 to"'") 92. east 
2, south 2. (Sections 35 & 36 Bear Grove TWP and Sect1on 2 Noble I W P) Brief Legal. SE 1 4 ~ec 35 T 75 N R-36-\\ and S\\ 2 

SW 1 Sec 36 Tft75 N R 36·W and 24.6 acres N 1 NE :a 2 I 74ftN R 16 W • FSA r annland 237 acres Cropland 207.1 
2009 Crop Cert1ficauon 182.1 fO\\ crop 

25 acres CRP $4095 / Yr. Expires 2017 
Fann # 4599 1 racts 6294 & 6509 
Court House: 230.9 Taxable Acres $4082 Y r 
Note: 'I hts 1s a "el") nice tract of bare fam1land \\ tth .m average CSR of 73 2 There 1s 
140.7 acres \\ith ( SR of 0\er 80 (92/A has a 91 CSR) ( f\ pprox.1mate obtamed ~RCS 
USDA) Stalk ground has been chi sled and NH3 has been applied to bean stubbh: Buyer 
will agree to pay for the NH 3 product at closing. 

Buyer to baye full Pos,session for 2010 Crop \'ear 
TERMS Successful Bidder wtll stgn real estate contract Jmmediatel) after the sale and deposit 
tO o/t: oftht total sale price, earnest money to be held in Broker Trust A.c·ct. Balance will be due on 
or before April20. 2010 in exchangt. for Deed and Abstract shO\\ mg merchantable tttle subject 
to any easements of record. Full Possession to be gtven at closmg Buyer may enter propert) 
Apri l 15. 2010 at there own risk. Buyer 'Wtll be responstble for thetr own Title Optmon Bids 

~ are not subject to finance. Financ.mg arrangements must be made before aucuon date. Property 
w • taxes prorated to closing date Note: Pro pert) Connection Real Est :He represents the Sellers 

at thts auc.uon Any announcements made: sale day will take pret:edence over all printed material . All mronnation provided \\as ~athered 
from sources deemed reltable but not guaranteed by Property Connection Real Estate Btdders are urged to mspect the property and vent) 
any mfonnat10n to thetr satisfactton 

PROPERlY 
CONNECTION 

REAL ESTATE R. HOWARD SHAW Family Trust 
Charles N. Edwards, Trustee 

For more information call: Leto)' Phillips 712-249-1606 or Mark Ventiecher 712-779-0169 
Sale arranged and conducted by Property Connection Real Estate • S 10 Poplar St Atlanuc lA 50022 

Denms 'Leroy' Phtlllps Broker/Aucnoneer ... Diane Mtlner Agent 
Office 712 243-4408 ... Fax 712-243·4356- phtlllps@metc net • Cell Phone 7 12 249 1606 .... westemtowamls com 

• • • 

• 
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.Your ad could be here­
call us at 243-26241 

HELENA 

Helena Chemical Company 
100 Hillcrest St., Adair, Iowa 50002 

641-742-3208 
705 N 1st St. Guthne Center, lA • 641-747-8303 • 800-373-0020 

ADM · 
We are Interested in your gra1n bus1ness 

ADM Atlantic Elevator 
54464 Olive Street • Atlantic, lA 

Give us a call at 243-6567 

We salute area FFA members! 

Farm Monthly March 2010 

Douun ·on the Farm · . 

By Tom Mclaren 

March- Lamb, 
Lion or Fish? 
We have all heard the ad­

age about March comes in like a 
hon and goes out hke a lamb or 
vice versa, I really don't care as 
long as spnng ts close This year 
someone might want to add a fish 
or amplubtan of some sort to the 
equation because of all the water 
I know by now I should expect 1t 
after that tremendous snowfall we 
have had, but wow! I don't think 
the farmers wtll have to worry 
about subsotl moisture this spnng 
- there seems to be plenty Those 
mudholes that you had to sneak 
around cautiously - well this year 
you better stay the heck away be­
cause It wlll be - " I sunk her to 
the axles and there was no mov­
mg anywhere" time 

March always make me think 
of basketball because of the 

Byron and Steve seemed to need 
a few more Cigarette breaks tban 
the rest of us thought necessary 
I e\ten remember Larry Swartz 
playmg a ttme or two. There \\<as 
usuall some screaming and an oc­
casiOnal profaruty uttered loudly 
but all m all it was a good time. I 
often attnbute my fiat shot when 
I was younger to playmg m the 
barn because of the cold. it was 
hard to get arch on your shot with 
no feeling m your hands Speak­
ing of the cold. it was always 
mterestmg after you got mto the 
warmth to see whtch fouls. usu­
ally from Kent. hurt the worst 
because you weren ' t numb any­
more the pam came out I have to 
give Kent credit- he showed me 
that there were no easy shots m 
the lane, If you came m there you 
patd the piper, part of the game 
that came In handy later on. Kent 
also comed me wtth the name 
Llo)d, as m Lloyd Free. the 76ers 
guard from the 80's who \\as an 
awesome scorer. I thtnk he was 
JUSt Jealous of my prett) shot- he 
mamtains that it was because I 
shot too much. However as I told 
young Evan Schuler last week­
end at a youth tournament good 
shooters have to shoot their way 
out of a slump I never saw a shot 
I dtdn t hke 

Southwest Iowa's Best Kept Secret is Out! 

cold Sunday afternoon In the bam 
playmg basketball. Dtck Anstey 
had a huge bam that we used to 
play full court m The reason I re­
member this m March ts because 
that was the first month that It 
wasn t so blasted cold We played 
through the wtnter. but sometunes 
it was JUSt so dam cold when you 
would be gomg up and down the 
court you couldn't see for your 
breathe I had the opporturuty to 
play basketball with many differ­
ent characters and friends in the 
true ''barn .. My dad played- I still 
haven't decided tf he was very 
good or not but he got up and 
down the court okay One of my 
favorites was always Kent Berry 
who remams a good fnend and 
fellow hoopster for many years 
after we moved up to the YMCA 
old guys noon league Kent al­
ways played very hard and he 
fouled hard too as I recall. There 
is also a miSnomer out there that 
I might ha\ e fouled a bit as well 
Of course there was the home 
court favontes Tim. Kevm and 
Bob Anstey - for a shorter guy old 
mouse (Tim) could really shoot 
and usually With a pher pouch 
on too~ rmpresstve Every once rn 
awhtle Bob and I were convmced 
that we as eighth and mnth grad­
ers could whip old Kent, some­
times when you are young you 
should dunk things through just a 
little bit more, because suffice it to 
say we couldn't wh1p him, m any­
way shape or form There were 
also guys hk.e Byron D1nkla, Dan 
Becker, and Steve Edwards who 
played all good players however 

It 's almost Apnl and the good 
lord willing, even though the 
creek IS rismg it will be warm by 
next month and everyone wtll 
be hot and heavy m the field. 
Be safe and be ready to go 
while the goings good 

~BOSCH RECISION 
STANADYNE /ESEL, Inc. 

FUEL INJECTION 

Your Diesel Specialists ln ••• 
DEN SO 0 '-o.:.A-11.1 

Zl!XEL· 

DfESF.l ~()AJ.JSTS 

Envirothon Workshop 
The Adair and Cass Counties SWCD sponsored at workshop for 

youth from Adair and Cass County to attend to prepare for the En­
virothon Competitions. The Workshop was held on March 4 at the 
Amencan Legion Hall in Massena. The following people presented 
information~ Julie McMichael, NRCS-Soils, Randy Goerndt~ DNR­
Forestry, Don Sievers, DNR-Aquatics, Micah Lee and Lora Sch~ 
wendinger, Cass A CCB-Wildlife. Schools from CAM and Orient 
Macksburg attended the workshop. This workshop gives the stu .. 
dents a chance to review information and also test on information 
to prepare for the Regional Competition. The Cass County SWCD 
provided funding for schools in Cass County that entered a team in 
the Regional Competition. 

• 
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Using cover crops to heal .the land 

(Information provided 
by Thomas Hurford Area 
Resource Conservationist] 

In the last two years Iowa 
has recetved excepttonall)' high 
rainfall. Much of thts rainfall 
has come 1n very intense events, 
whtch have caused extremel) 
high amounts of erosion. 

As a result, nils and ephemer­
al gulhes have shown up in areas 
where the) have not been a prob­
lem in the past. 

This has prompted many to 
perform spot tillage in fields to 
smooth these areas out in order 
to plant. The problem with this is 
that the tillage has further loos­
ened the soil and n1ade these areas 
even more susceptible to erosion 
when the next extreme rainfall 
event occurs. 

Thus in many of these fields 
we are caught in a vicious cycle 
of erosion, tillage to smooth out 
the effects of the erosion, and 
even more erosion when the next 
event occurs. 

The first question that should 
be asked is: Is this erosion truly 
caused by extreme events un­
likely to occur in the future to the 
extent they occurred over the past 
few years? 

If the answer to this question 
1s no, than grassed waterways 
should be planned and mstalled 

• 

• 

• 

If the answer is yes, than at a 
minimum. consideration should 
be given to seeding a cover crop 
such as oats, wheat, or rye to pro­
vide temporat) ' cover in order to 
allow the soil to re-consolidate af­
ter tillage. By far the best option 
is to plant either winter wheat or 
rye in the fall early enough to al­
low some fall growth prior to the 
onset of winter. For this to work, 
the cover crop should be seeded 
prior to the middle of October If 
this .is not possible, than tht se<.­
ond best alternative IS to seed a 
small grain cover crop m the early 
spring. Any small may b<.. seeded, 
however in the spnng; a higher 

seeding rate should be used than is 
normally recommended for cover 
crop purpo es. Two to three bush­
els of oat ~ to the acre would be 
the recommended seeding rate. 

T he crop can be planted 
through the cover crop but should 
be allowed to grow until it pro­
vides suffic ient cover to control 
erosion, generally until it reaches 
eight to 12 inches in height. 

The cover crop can then be 
killed with the first post emergent 
herbicide apphc.atton 

" If a farmer wants to only 
seed down a filled m dttch, a grass 
cover such as rye can be an effec­
tive chotee It grows very aggres­
stvely and has less n sk to the crop 
by betng on only a small area.,. 
Thts according to Steve McGrew 
of McGrew Brothers Farm locat­
ed 1n Mills County The McGrew 
Brothers have successfull y used 
cereal rye cover crops for several 
years now, to heal ephemeral gul­
lies. 

Subscribe to 
the Atlantic 

News 
Telegraph 

Atlantic News Telegraph 7 

Send us your news! 
E-mail to news@ant-news .. com 

D & J Pelzer 
Grain Elevator 

51404 570th Street 
Marne, lA 51552 

712-781-2202 

We Buy, Sell, Store & Haul Grain 

Co I;>· a~ .. ~ 

• 14 locations in Southwest Iowa 
Including Elk Horn, Elliott & Griswold 

• Over 20 Company owned trucks to move 
• your gra1n 

• Storage and grain drying available 

Grain Marketing Contracts 
You Can Understand 

Give Us· A Call! 
• Elk Horn 712-764-4116 

• Elliott 712-767-2338 
• Griswold 712-778-2701 

Cus 
SER\!ICE 

RogerA.Schwe~ · 
66 Main Street, Panama, lA 5156~ 
Phone: 712-489-2430 
Fax:712·48~2530 

Email: customseeds@iowatelecom.com 

Terrace Seeding 
& Seed Oats 

• NATIVE GRASS & WILDFLOWER SEEDS 
• COOL SEASON GRASS & LEGUMES 
• CUSTOM SEEDING 
• HARVESTING 
e SEED CLEANING AVAILABLE. 

CALL FOR DETAILS. 

• -
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easure u • 

By James Gillespie 
Bureau Chief 

Iowan 's have faced a lot of 
challenges tlus past year, but have 
stepped up to confront those chal­
lenges and taken conservation to 
heart Protectmg the soil and wa­
ter of thts state are ever apparent 
by looking at the landscape and 
water quality 

Over 95 percent of tlus land ts 
in pnvate ownership and most of 
it IS used for some form of agn­
cultural production The balance 
IS In urban, roads, utthties and m­
frastructure that keep our people 
and commodtttes moving All of 
(hese thmgs are needed because I 
don't thtnk there are many other 
states or parts of the country that 
rely on all of their land and Its re­
sources to do this 

That IS why it IS so unportant 
that all of us (rural and urban) 
ahke do all we can to protect the 
sotl and water. You all have tre­
mendous resources available to 
you locally tn your Soil and Wa­
ter Conservation Dtstrict and the 

USDA, Natural Resources Con­
servation Servtce to assist you 
With your conservation needs. 
These people have both the tech­
nical assistance and financial op­
portunities that can help address 
your concerns. 

Your district has over 50 years 
of experttse m working wtth soil 
and water resources and the sound 
techmcal solutions to resource 
concerns If you have a conser­
vation plan, 1t IS a great time to 
review tt to see If tt sttll addresses 
all of the resource concerns and 
your land use obJeCtives If you 
don' t have a plan or can not find 
yours, contact the local office for 
assistance. 

As you begin thts next year, 
(20 1 0), take some time to walk 
around your property, looking at 
your land use decisions, and are 
there some conservation needs 
that need to be addressed. Do you 
have erosion occurring and is that 
sediment leaving your property? 
Have you Identtfied your land 
with the watershed that you hve 
In, and are you havtng any impact 
on that watershed from your land 

If you had to evaluate your 
own resource Issues, how would 
you say I'm doing? What would 
your peers think of what I'm 
doing? Am I d01ng all I can to 
protect the soil and water, while 
maintaining the productivity and 
use of my property? Evaluate 
yourself and your land use to see 
how you measure up' 

Subscribe to the 
News Telegraph 

Today! 
Call 243-2624 

Farm Monthly 

Spec1al deals make it easy to get into 
a John Deere-quality SM Senes Tractor 
The 65-1 OS eng1ne hp SM Tractors 
are des1gned from the ground up 
for high-hour users and heavy-duty 
appl1cations, and are 1deal for da1ry, 
livestock, commercial, or construction 
Jobs And nght now it's easy to get 1nto 
a SM, with your choice of $1,000 off* 
OR 0%/48-month* financing . 

Stop by today for a test drive! 

CERTIFIED GOLD STAR DEALER 

HORIZON EQUIPMENT 
30876 450TH STREET 
AVO CA, lA 51521 
(712) 343-6750 

HORIZON EQUIPMENT 
Hwy 30 & 1-29 
MISSOURI VLY, lA 51555 
(712) 642-4117 

HORIZON EQUIPMENT 
393 N. MARKET STREET 
AUDUBON, lA 50025 
(712) 563-4266 

HORIZON EQUIPMENT 
400 6TH STREET 
MANNING, lA 51455 
(712) 653-2574 

JOHN DEERE 

$1,000 
-OFF*--

HORIZON EQUIPMENT 
72 BUS BROWN DRIVE 
WOODBINE, lA 51579 
(712) 647-2702 

HORIZON EQUIPMENT 
900 BROAD STREET 
ADAIR, lA 50002 
(641) 742-3282 

"Offer e nds AprH 30 2010 Offer applln only to new SM Senes Tractors O'I. ftxed rate financing or $1 ,000 elf SM Senes Tractors v.~lld at p;rttclpatlng 
dulers only Subject to approved cred1t on John Deere Cred1t Installment P~n Some restriCt ions apply see your dealer for de~•ls 
.md other flnanctng options ~rs ITlily be canc~Jied at a ny t ime 

www.JohnDeere. com/ Ag 
A01XCU2f 




