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Daily Breakfast Special 
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& Homemade Pies 
ENJOY DINING AT ITS BEST' 
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&Ia. I ...... 2 P-•· 

Hwy. 61 Mediapolis 
Phone 394-3820 

Mediapolis 
News 

616 Main St. 
Mediapolis 

Phone 394-3174 

Springsteen 
Tiling, Inc. 
Morning Sun Phone 868- 7 912 

Dealer of ADS Plastic Tile 
We Will Inslall Plastic Drain Tile 

Backfilling & Backhoe Work 
Work Done To SCS Specifications 

IOWA SOUTHERN 
UTllJTIES CO. 

" The Customer h My Job! 

BURLINGTON 754-6511 

SOIL CONSERVATION 

DES MOINES COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT COMMIS­
SIONERS : front row : Gary Wagner and Leonard Lane. Back row : Charles Nealey, 
Sherman Smith and Lloyd Schmeiser. 

District Activities 
and Reports 

By Dorpthy E. Davis, Secretary 

Lake Geode Watershed- Special funding for Sutton, treasurer ; Arlyn Musselman, Jeff Bergman, 
conservation projects In Lake Geode Watershed Gary Wagner and William Walker assistant 
was allowed in fiscal yea~ 198~·9_0 . Des Moines commissioners; ~harles Nealey was a'ppointed to 
Soil and W;Jte r Conservation D1stnct was granted represent the d•strict on the REAP Planning 
$15,611. Committee; Lloyd Schmeiser on the County RC&D 

CAP· The ninth sign-up period lor Conservation Board and Sherman Sm•th on the AC&D Executive 
Reserve Program (CAP) contracts occurred July Board. 
17 through August 4, 1989 There were 1,208.6 No-Tlll Drill· District ollered $2500 to the 
acres signed in 31 contracts County Conservation Board toward the purchase 

Multi-Flora Rose· Slate of Iowa and Des 01 d no-1111 dnll to be used prlmanty ror native grass 
Moines County Supervisors provided a total of seeding. II is expected that use of the drill will 
$2,, SO_to the dis_trict for cost sharing on chemicals enhance water quality. 
to eradiCate Mulh-Fiora Rose . Leadership Development Program-

No-Till To_ur- Charles Nealey org~mzed a no-~ill D_istrict sponsored Kathy Baughman, usa 
tour to the J1m Kensella far~ at Lexmgto:n. IllinOIS. NJedermayer and Charles Nealey to participate in 
Forty persons participated 1n the bus tnp to view tOO program. 
the no-till operation. Water Quality ProJect· District received a 

Technical Assistance 
Available 

By Doug Ensminger, Soli Conservation 
Technician 

The Soil Conservation Servlce was origlnalty 
formed to asslst landowners In applying soil saving 
practices on the land.Thls servk:e is still available to 
those who request it free of charge. In servicing 
landowners, our goal is to reduce soil erosion to a 
tolerable level. There are many ways of doing this 
dependent on tne area in question. Some areas 
may take only conservation tillage, while others 
may take an earthen structure such as a terrace. 

Some of the practices lrK:Iude: (1) no4ill plant1ng; 
(2) contour terraces; {3) water and sediment 
control basins; (3) grassed waterways; and (-4) 
grade stabilization structures. These practk:es are 
also treatments that may be cost shared, 
depending upon the availability of money They 
are listed above in the priority in which cost-share 
funds are allocated. The priority rating was 
developed by our five member board of 
commissioners In the allocation of these cost· 
share funds . This rating may change from time to 
time depending upon the focus of USDA 
programs. 

No-till Is cost-shared up to :JO% ot total funds 
available due to the Implementation of the 1985 
farm bill. There Is a hmi1 ol80 acres at a rate of $10 
an acre 

Terraces consume most of the funds. because 
they are a practice which hghts so1l erosion tor 
many years if proper ma.ntenance Is performed. 
They are cost-shared at 50% of the lesser of an 
estimate developed by the Soil ConservaUon 
Service or the actual cost of the project Terraces 
will be constructed as close to the contour as 
possible in order to get the maxlrTlJm benelrt in soil 
savings. 

Water and sediment oontrol basins are s1milar to 
terraces but are placed across a waterway to hold 
water and sediment until a t1i e can drain the runon. 
These structures are benelicialln that they collect 
sediment before It reaches streams or water 
impoundments. These basins are cost shared tha 
same as terraces. 

Grassed waterways are a low cost method of 
controlling gully erosion In fields. These areas are 
shaped and seeded to a sodlorming grass to hold 
soil in place along water flowing paths. Cost-share 
lor waterways is also at 50% 

Grade stabilization st ructures are similar to a 
pond because they impound water to a level that 
controls an overfa\1 in a field or pasture. These 
structures are a low prionty because they usuall~ 
are nor found In rowcropped areas, but are also 
cost-shared at 50%. 

Our cost-share does not have a l•mit but will be 
allocated in the priority listed above ASCS also 
has oost share funds available at 70% with a limit ot 
$3500 per project. 

Soli Loss Complaint· District _received a soil grant of $12,000 for tree planting in the Little Flint 

1~--------------1 loss complaint. After an investigation, it was Wate rshed. The oroject, Bonus for Trees, will give 
determined that there was severe erosion tak1ng landowners from 7:J% tt.; 90% oost sharing to plant 
place. A solution was worked out with the farmer 10 acres or more of trees. 

If you have an area that may be losing excessive 
soil, feel free to contact our oHK:e We will be glad 
to take a look at the area and give advice on 
possible control methods. 

RAY L. PETERSEN 

(i· MI:DIAPOliS 

,HONE J'<t-3731 ""' ........... 
II 

BURI.TNGTON 
Bank and Trust 

THREE BURUNGTON LOCATIONS 

::~~ -:o.: ~~~,~~I =~u:~: I 
LlltaliiJ Dut:ll lAdl:jii:Ailul - FuJI Smite 

NPK Soli Services, Inc. 

P.O. Box 153 

Sperry, lA 52650 

Phone 319-985-2161 

and the problem was corrected by a critical area REAP· On February 1, 1990 the district started 
seeding with 75% cost sharing to the farmer. accepting REAP cost-share applications. Priorities 

Soli Disturbing Activities· Commissioners for practices to be funded are: 1) conservation 
reviewed several construction sites in the county cover, 2) timber stand improvement, 3) tree 
to assess their adherence to a soil loss of five tons planting, and 4) rescue treatment. 
per acre. IASWCO Scholarship- The Education 

Grade Stabilization Struct~Hes· Distr~ct Committee selected Rusty Orr of Mediapolis as 
confirmed their ongoing pohcy to g•ve low prionty w1nner from 17 applications subm1tted to the 
to cost sharing on structures. d•strict. 

Election of Oftlcers· Sherman A. Smith was Soli Loss Limits· District went on record to 
elected chairman; Leonard Lane, vice chairman; approve a limi1 of live tons per acre soil loss and 
Dorothy Davis was appointed secretary: Horace recommend that the limit be uniform throughout 

· the state. 

Annual Report of Des Moines County 
Soil & Water Conservation District 

Fiscal Year July ,, 1989 • June 30, 1990 

District Accomplishments 
October 1, 1989 • Septembe r 30, 1990 

ltem/Prlcllce. ............ . ............. No. Acrea/Ft 
NowCoopenl!Ot"l 64 t0.110a:: 
lndMdua.ls Assisted 1.148 
Conservabon Prac:bCes Appiod , 201 
Conservation Plans 
land Use & Tl"88lmunt S.» PLan Revoow 11 
Governmental Agonaes Assl•ted 11 
Tracts~NoH~ghly Erodib68Land 1• Hl6 
Tracts w1tl Highly Erodible Land • 8) 
Tracts WJ!h Con&ervauon System AppNd 42 
Tract~ wiApproYed FSA Conservation Plan 22i 
Contour Fanning N 

Grade Stab1l1Zatlon Structure 
Grasl&d Waterway 
T....,. . 
Water & Sodimonl Conlrol &s1n 

9.830.:: 

1.525.:: 
1.171 a: 
9 .65111C. 

"""" 

Expenditures or funds provided by State of Iowa for District Commissioners' Expenses, Office Su~ies g=~=~ 
and Expenses, Office Equipment and FinanciallnctntiVe Programs. ~:,; T~~~nd Troatod 

7oc. 
19.47Sft. 

6 18,000 fl. 
10.568 a: 
10.268 a: .... 

47oc. 
1.736.:: 1-M FUNDS • TRAVEL, OFFICE SUPPLIES, 

EXPENSES & EQUIPMENT 111811·110 REAP PRACTICES 
ConvnissionoB' Travel 
otfiC8 Supplies & E.11penses 
Roleasod to Stato ollowa 
TotaiAioc:otlon 

s1 165 22 Obligatod (practices nol compleled) 

1 •680. 73 Unobigatod Balance 
'35US Total Allocation 

$3,20000 

11189·10 STATE FINANCIAL INCENTIVE FUNDS 
Terraces 650 in ft. completed $I 24993 REVOLVING FUND ACCOUNT 
Otll~gated (prQteets net completed) 10,68652 Balance July 1, 1IIISI ·June 30, 1el0 

==~~klfno-111) 5~ Rec8~~~1.1989 
TotalAioc:abon 517,394 oo ~~!Fiags&Sc:ales 

$1.700.6t ~~ Surve). 
11&1--111 STATE FINANCIAL INCENTIVE FUNDS 

Ten-acts 6400 lin h. completod $8 038 ~ 
WaiEW & sedment Con~ Basins 950 tt. comp6olod ,· 325 63 
No-TI 4 .• 14• aetas __ 4.1" 3' 

~~~P'Of'dnotoomp6&md) ·~ 
Total Aloc:aoon $14.24800 

1190-11 REAP-FORESTRY PRACTICES 
Ot:ltlgaact (Pf018d1 nc1 completed) $25.40"215 ..__......... U§AJI 
Total Alocatlon $26.471&1 

11110·11 REAP·PRACTICES 

=~~~ nc1 compAeted) 

TOial._ 
$20J:,; 
$27.280111 

BONUS FOR TREES PROJECT 
Alocalon I l..lnc:lbl.ga.ct a..nc. $12.000. 

Slate Retmburse~Nnl 

......., __ 
Loan (H Sutton) 
Total R.c:elpts 

1•1 S3 
33300 

4350 
10600 

1.18073 
400 

l.llf!Q.fl!l 
$8.807.76 

526 50 
000 

4949 
2.50000 

1750 
1322 ..... 
'"' 000 

4350 

""'"" :JOC)I)' 
WUI .... ,. 

$13,04700 
iD..Q!l 

$13.09500 

$624 48 

Wildl1la Land Troated 

Des Moines County Soil & 
Water Conservation District 
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(lo!IIJ0.110) 

Solly J .......... scs Sol eo.-v .. ion AlOe (lo 
511Qti0) 

DotCihy E. o..ns. sac. • Diolricl s.aooary 
~ '-------------J 
$1311 .. lltf.-10 REAP FORESTRY PRACTlCES 

r.mt.ws.ncJ~ 4511:191~ u.s .. _____________ .. =.,..,~(~~==~ 54.644. 
SS,IOt 10 ........ 
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I See Us For All 
Your Insurance Needs 

ANNUAL REPORT Mediapolis 
Insurance 

Services, Inc. SCS to Ask For Drainage 
Records On Wet Areas 
Des Moines County landowners and operators 

who have wet areas on their land and have been 
' involved with USDA programs since 1986 can 
• expect to receive an important letter from the Soil 
• Conservation Service (SCS) within the next few 
- months. 

The letter will ask for cropping information and 
drainage records on wet areas the SCS has 

- identified from aerial photographs and soils 
information. 

MWe're in the process of making determinations 
on which of these areas are wetlands, and what 
type of wetlands they are," says Terry J. Cosby, 
District Conservalionist for the SCS. ·we need 
information from the landowner or operator so we 
can make the most accurate determination.· 

Draining records that document prior drainage of 
an area will have a big impact on what the area is 
called and whether any further drainage work can 
be done w ithout a violation of USDA's 
"swampbuster"' provision. 

The swampbuster provision of the 1985 and 
1990 farm bills was designed to discourage further 
drainage of wetlands for agricultural production . 

.. We don't want anyone to lose USDA benefits 
by modifying a wetland," says Cosby. "Our whole 
effort over the next few months is intended to let 
landowners know where they stand on these wet 
areas • to come to an understanding of JUSt how 
the swampbuster rules affect them on their land" 

Des Moines County landowners will receive a 
letter, aerial photographs with potential wet areas 
outlined, and a worksheet. The SCS is asking for 
the worksheet to be completed and returned to 
the SCS office within 60 days. 

Bob Berkemeir, 
Agency Owner/Manager 

627 Main SL, Mediapolis Phone 394-3161 

First 
National Bank 

Burlington, Iowa 52601 

Member FDIC 

Aft>lwte of Bank> of Iowa ~ Bl 
A Statewide Bankmg Corporation 

KBUR/ 
KGRS 
RADIO 

a~:~~~~~~f~~%e:~!~ig~o~~:/~!~~.r .. e~~~~ OFFICE STAFF: front row: Do ug Ensminger 
Cosby. Records indicating whether areas were Fruehllng, Terry Cosby and John Horan. Burlington , Iowa 

Phone 752-2701 drained before or after 1985, or if they have been 
cropped or in a USDA set-aside program since 
then are needed. Details, dates and locations of 
tile systems will also be requested . 

Five percent of the drainage documentation 
sheets will be spot-checked by SCS to verify that 

•' the field situation has been accurately reported . 
:• All information gathered from local landowners 

will be combined with data from soil types and 
maps. The SCS district conservationist will then 
determine which areas are wetlands, what type of 

,.. wetland they are, and what role swampbuster may 
have on any further aftering or draining of the area. 

If the owner or operator can show SCS the wet 
areas havo boon totally drained before 1985, and a 
.. prior converted cropland" (PC) designation is 
given to the site, ~ may be drained and farmed or 
altered as needed without swampbuster penalties. 

On the other hand , if there is no record of 
previous drainage and it can not be certified that 
previous drainage work was done, the area will be 
labeled a wetranct.While this designation will not 
prevent cropping the area under natural 
conditions, drainage work would be prohibited 
under the swampbuster provision. 

There are also areas that drown out frequently 
because previous drainage work was inadequate. 
"If you can certify some drainage work has been 
done, there are restrictions on further drainage of 

I~West 
MIII""~Burlingt:on 
~Bank 

MEMBER FDIC 

101 Broadway· 

West Burlington, Ia. 

Phone 754-7501 

the area, but current farming practices and ... ._ ___ ..._ ______ .....,: 

~na!~~es~a~~~~~ ~:.~~~~~ngosl~~es~y~ay continue g:~~=: ~ae~z:r~n~~~~~.J·;~ ~~~r~te~~c~ i:;te~~~,c~~:~.rvatlo n Service office In Burlington . 
I encourage landowners to contact their local 

SCS office to go over their information and get any 
questions answered," said Cosby. 

Cosby says it's very easy for incorrect rumors to 
get started. "We want to be sure we understand all 
the drainage history, and that landowners and 
operators understand the process," Cosby says. 

There is an ::tppeals procedure on a wetland 
determination, which begins with the local SCS 
office. The deadline for SCS to make all wetland 
determinations in the state is Oct. 31. 

Bonus For Trees 
By John Horan, Soil Conservation Aide 
There are still funds available for the planting of 

trees under the Bonus lor Trees project in the Flint 
River watershed area. 

The Bonus for Trees project is a program by 
which a landowner may receive up to 95% cost 
share for planting trees on their I arm. 

Some of the requirements to be eligible for the 
program are: 

a) planting must be 10 acres or larger in size, 
b) planting has to be within the Flint River 

watershed, 
c) planting has to be done according to State 

Forester's recommendations. 
Planting of trees is of benefit in the reduction of 

soil erosion, the Improvement of water quality, 
provides cover for wildlife , and is a good long term 
investment. 

The state of Iowa is the leading producer of Black 
Walnut in the world anJ providing you have the 
right type ol soil for walnut , this is an opportun~y to 
get a planting started at a reasonable price per 
acre. 

Anyone interesled in planting trees on their 
land, or who has any questions please feel free to 
contact Des Moines County Soil and Water 
Conservation District, 1104 Derek Lincoln Drive, 
PO Box 547, West Burlington, lA. Phone 319-
752-6221 _ 

Volunteerism: Is It For You? 
by Terry J_ Cosby 

people wanting to get some work experience so 
they can be hired for a paying job later. They are 
senior citizens who no longer want a 40 hour a 
week job. They are single persons wilh a few extra 
hours and a need lor social activity. They are also 
individuals who are in rehabilitation programs. 

LUMBER CO. 
Home and Farm Building 

Supplies 

Clay & Plastic Tile 

Terrace Pipe 

If the answer to the above question is yes, then 
the Des Moines County Soil Conservation Service 
Earth Team is interested in you_ Since 1983, the 
beginning of the volunteer program in Des Moines 
County, 40 individuals have donated 
approximately 7000 hours of community service. 
At $7 per hour the value is $49,000. In essence, 
these individuals have saved the taxpayers in Des 
Mo1nes County and the nation $49,000, dollars 
that otherwise would have been paid out of your 
pockets. 

Mediapolis Volunteers have played an important part in my Ph . 394 .. 3954 

~~~~~ ~:~o~f~~~~i~t~~r~1 ~~~YS~~~i;s0~~~7oj!~~ to-----,1-}j••-F-:----~ 
The next question of yours might be "Who or 

why do people volunt~er7" People of all ages 
volunteer. The vast majority of these individuals 
volunteering enjoy working with the environment 
and natural resources. They are mothers whose 
children have gone olf to school ; they are young 

would not have been completed. Volunteers are 
an important part of our society: they are out on the 
front lines every day doing a sometimes difficult 
fob, not because they have to, or they are paid to. SEW 'N SEW 
They do it because they care. 

II you fit into any of these categories or need 
additional information on the Volunteer Earth SHOP 
Team program, please contact the Soil 
Conservation Service field ollice. 

Integrated Roadside 
Vegetation Management 

By Don Dahl 

New Location at: 
210 N. Fourth St. 
Burlington, Iowa 

In Des Moines County and across the State of be identified and specific herbicides will be used to-. .. ,..----------~ 
Iowa, roadside management and "weed" control during the plants' most vulnerable growing time. 
has traditionally been, accomplished through the Plants will be sprayed in~ividually ~o prevent 
use of mowing, cuttmg of brush and blanket disturbance of the surround.ng vegetatiOn. 
spr;.tying. Concems over the use of chemicals, the Burning to control weed invasion is a limited part 
relative inefficiency of traditional practices and the of the roadside management program. The sea~n 
high level of energy consumpt ion have prompted for beneficial burning is t.ate Marc~ .through m1d· 
counties across Iowa to implement a program of May. Burning is not a pnmary act1v1ty. Howe~~r. 
Integrated Roadside Vegetation Management. because fire was a natural part of the. prame 

The intent or the IRVM is to control weed ecosystem, it plays a key role In the ~stabhshm.e~t 
problems through wise management anc:t Involves of a good healthy stand of m1xed prame 
a variety of techniques. The new approach to vegetation. 
roadside management primarily involves the Planting native, warm season ~rasses .and 
establishment of nat ive warm season grasses and flowers has several long range benefits. It prov1des 
flowers A commumty of prairie grasses and flowers food and cover for wildlife, protect~ . the 
is established to protect our roadsides with a groundwater by reducing the u~e of herb1c1des 
dense vegetative cover . Without vegetative and will reduce the amount of t1me and money 

ediapolis 
Telephone 
Company 

openings and dead spots, weeds will not be able spent on mowing. . 
to invade and soil erosion will be prevented. Given time, good management pracll~es and Phone 394-3456 Mediapolil 

Spot spraying of herbicides is an imponant part principles will result in red~ced ~xpend1tu res of ·-·~-----------· 
of the IRVM program. Plants requiring control will taxpayers' dollars and a quality enVItoMlent. 
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