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T~1e Iov1a Cou:.r"lty Soil Conservation Jistrict Commissioners at the beginning 

of 196.J 1rmre: ~-;. o ._ e:r·t ".-~·allace-Chairman, Harold Sherman, Carter Atkinson, Ho·tfa.rd 

Beyer, Treasurer and B.obert \·ialker, Secretary., It was decided not "to appoint 

Assist .?.n t Com .. 11issiones this year but to invj_te individuals and groups to our 

ret;ular meetin~ s. 

Soil Conservation Service personnel at the ~~ e :; j _nnin~ ,: of 196J Hei'e as --
follo 1:s: Ralph Bush, ~~ork Unit Conservationist, Darald Reed, Soil Conservationist, 

Albert H. Murphy, Jr., Conservationist Aid, and t-,Jilliam Fouts, Soil Scientist. 

State e;11ployees Here Cl :;.ra Lacher, Distr:Lct Clerk, ~d KiJlsey and Robert hallace, 

onservation Aids. 

Several chan (S es 1r:ere made in personnel during 1960. Darald Reed was 

transferred to the State Office in January. DarvJin Hoeft vras transfered from 

Tipton, IovJa in ~i'ebl'ua:"y to assl.m1e position of Soil Conserv.ationist vacated 'o ~r 

Darald Reed. ~U ~_;ert l-1. :Iurphy_, Jr. 1r.Ias transfer red to Lo gan, Iowa in T·fu.rch. 

Roger Sharp, c-J ewton, vlas transferred to assume pos i tion of conservationist aid 

vacated Ly Al~ert H. Hurphy , Jr. 

Clara · Lacher submi t ted her re si ~ ,-r:ta t i on in Jecerilber as District Clerk 

The e.ff ective dat~ of resicnation was January 6, 1961. 

rn1e stan da:;.nd soil surveJ as completed this year. Soil sc i entist are no-vr 

compilinG maps a ,.1d data of Ioua. County soils which ·c·ill be published in book 

form. 

Twelve regular co;•1inissioners meetings 1v-ere held in 1960. Five special 

cetings -vrere l1eld in con.nec tion Hith IovJa-Johnson County Conservation Field Day. 

Dur:ing the :rear nine guests attended comr11issioners meetings. 
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In Je'oruary Robert ~:a.lker, County ~xtension Director, resigned as 

secretary of the Io1-Ja County Soil Conservation District (Iolva Co. S. C .J. ~. 

A contractors meeting Tva.s held in viilliamsburg Hith ei[;ht Contractors pre-

sent. 

Clara Lacher_, District Clerk, vJas appo i nted as secretary of Iowa County 

3 • C .D. in Nar ch. 

Voc-ag instructors from Marengo, Williamsburg, and North .lngJ i.Hh at.t.ended 

the .commissioners meetmg in J.Vlarch. 

-. In April the District had its first soil and t.rater conservation speech 

contest~ Five IoHa Com1ty high school students Here contestants v.Jith Miss Carol 

Big ee winning the contest. After winning the Hegional contest in Imva City, 

liss Bigbee competed in the State contest held in Davenport :in September. 

A Voc-ag Soil Judging Contest was held on the \'Jilliam Ward Farm near 

Marengo in Hay. Fifty-seven students from l\1arengo, and \;illiamsburg crompeted 

v.ri th Lilliams1.Yt..rrg winning the contest Euc;ene Schmidt_, 11/illiamsburg won lst place, 

Donald Shutterlee, Harengo 2nd place, Nark Yearean and Hichard Schaefer, Hilliams­

burg tied for Jrd Ln the soil judging contest. The North English Voc-ag. Dept . 

had students at the contest for training in soil judging. 

Three farms were selected in June to enter the Des Hoines register Md 

Tribune Soil and \);Later Conservation Contest. The following farmers Here named 

as winners in the three classes~ 

Zlwood Eros. - Owner - Opera tor 

JYf.arguer ite Spratt - Fred \~hite - Owner - Tenant 

w. A. Kaderaveck - Ernest Gorsch - Nevv Cooperator 

Robert vJallace and Carter At k m son attended the regional meeting of Soil 

Conservation District Corm;lissioners at Haquoketa in July. 

Seven Io-vva County Farms girls competed in the Queen of Conservation in 
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in Auc;ust Hiss Linda Gates, :Harengo, and Hiss Kathryn. Beran, Victor 'vere named 

as Iowa Couhty 1 s Queens of Conservation. Each 1-ri.nner received a cash av-rard and 

an attractive pearl necklacew. The contest vra s co-spons ered by the Farmers Coop •. 

Grain and Lumber Co. of Conroy and the Im.;a County s,.c.D. 

r1r. Dale Nash, a member of the State A.s .c. Committee of Alaska, was 

the featured guest of the August Commissioners meeting. His very interesting 

presentation included our conservation Hork in Alaska and colored slides of the 

49t~ state . I·h"• Nash vvras a former Io~;.;a County resident. The Iowa County A • .s.c . 

committee and E:z:tension Service were also guests at this meeting. 

--
At a special meeting Robert Hallace resigned as chairman of the Iatora 

Coill!-tY s.c.D. Carter Atkinson 11as appointed as chai:r·man. Don :J:ash, Parnell, 

was selected to com .. nlete Wallace's term Hhich expires in 1961. 

The Im·Ja-Johnson County :8'ield Day was held September 8 on the Everett \~inborn 

farm in Johnson County. The program consisted of short talks by Bill Oschwald 

Extension Service .0.nd l3ob Nance of W . l·1. T. Conserva t ion practices :installed during 

the day v-rere tile, ter r ace s and concrete erosion control structure . t 1inner of 

the contour plo~tJin€; match was Di ck lrJagner of li omestead,. Aue~ust Knock, Jr . , Horne­

stead placed Jrd in the plo-v>Ting match. 

An aH8.r ds ba n.;_, uet H ::).s given on September 26 "i·Jith approximately 60 p8ople 

attending . · .. inners of t he various soil and water conservation contests dur:ing 

the year 7ivere honored and pr esented pla(1Ues Bob Durrows, Jr . of Belle Plaine , 

Io -v.a vJa s guest speaker. 

Io-vm Cotmty J ankers were spons ors of the awards banc1uet . 

Dur i ng 1960 work done by the Io·hra County Conservation District office 

staff is as follm..rs: 

New Cooperators 

Basic Pl _g.ns 

46 No . 

36 No. 



-4-

F oll@W Ups 83 No. 

Farms Serviced 551 No. 

Contour Farming 2300 Acres 

Contour Strip Cropping 109 Acres 

Pasture Improvement 58 Acres 

Woodlrmd Improvement 20 Acres 

Wildlife Area 20 Acres 

Fish Pond Stocking 15 No .. 

Diversions 3.6 Mi. 

Grassed 1rJn.tc rways 44 A eros 

Ponds 13 No. 

Concreto Structt~os 5 No. 

Open Drainage Ditches 6.4 Hi. 

Tile 95.4 Hi. 

Terraces 4 ~fi. 

During 1960, 446 referrals for cost share t·JOrk were roceivud from the 

A.S.C. office for work to be dono by tho s.c.s. technicians who are responsiblo 

for approval, layout, supervision and acceptance of finished vJ'ork on all roforrals. 

Iowa County is fortunate in having sovoral good heavy oc:Luj.pm0nt op0rators 

who aru devoting their time qnd ~..-quipmGnt to conservation VJork vJ'ithin Iowa 

County. following oquipmont is ovmcd and operated by Iowa County Contrac"tors: 

Draglin(..s 3 

Backhoes 3 

Bulldozers 16 

Turn-a-pulls 5 

Tiling l~achinus 6 



-5-
0utlook and Suggestions for 196l 

We expect to have more money appropriated this year so we 1d.ll have more 

to work Hi th. l::eathcr a::1d help pcrrnitting vJe plan to do the follo"t·Ting ~·mrk this 

yeart 

Cooperators 40 No. 

Jasic Plans 36 No. 

Heviscd Plans 10 No. 

Follo1v Ups 80 No. 

Contouring 3,000 Acres 

~ Strip Cropping 300 Acres 

Diversions 8 Hi. 

Terraces 10 Mi. 

Structures 10 No. 

Ponds 2.~ No. 

vJa terlJays 30 Acres 

Tile 60 l'1i •. 

Sul"face Dield Ditches 7 1'1i. 

Tree Planting 5 Acres 

He plan to continue making local awards in connection with the Register 

and Tribuna Soil Conservation Contest. The bankers of Iowa County help to 

finance this program. 

Other District Lctivities Phich we hope to carry out are tho F.F.A., Soil 

Judging Contost District Speech Contest, Quoen of Conservation Contest, :rvlinister•s 

Tour, Board of Supervisor's Tour, Paralled torr acing Demonstration, and a joint 

Iowa-Johnson County ContoUl" PloHing Cont8st and Field Day this is to be held in 

\ovJa Co1mty.. In addition "tvG uill furnish the Soil Stwardship Sunday pg.mphlets to 

the Ministers in the District. vJo plan to hold some information meeting on the 

to1~ship basis to try to create more interest in conservation practices. 
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Robert \·Jallacc r s term expires this yoar so th0ro uill be an election to 

fill his office. Wallace resigned in August and Donald Bash was appointed to 

finish out the term. Carter ~tkinson and Harold Shorr~n will continue in office. 

Howard Beyer will continue as Tr easurer~- o~~ Secretary for tho coming yGar will 

be Mrs. Sharon Hagen~ 

1~-.re will plan to cooper a tc in wh-3.tcvur my we ca.n to holp tJlQ !.o'tl~ County 

Conservation Board with tho county park ~_nd lake. 

--
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